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L ETTETRS

FROM THE

EAST INDIES, &

LerTter L

Santa Craz, Ifle of Teneriffe, Fane 17644

NOW begin to fulfill the promife

I made, of giving you a particular

account of whatfoever I fhould obferve,

worthy of notice, cither in the courfe of

my voyage, or during my- refidence in
India.

‘We arrived here after three weeks fail
fromthe Downs, the wind being uncom-
monly fair. Notwithftanding the fhort

B © time
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time we had -been at fea, every indivi-
dul on’board feemed as‘much delighted.
“at'the fight “of land, as if all his cares
were at an end, and he fhould never
-again be diftrefled by fea-ficknefs, or the
other inconvenicnces - attendant on a
voyage. '

The land' being in moft parts very
high, we had.the-pleafure of obferving
it at a great diftance, appearing at firft

“like clouds; and afterwards like a ridge
of mountains, with the Peak, which is
conical, and of an  aftonithing height,
towering above the reft.

" "Fhe.Canary ilands, of which there
are feven, are alt fubjé& to the king of
Spain ; this' is -the Jarge@t except one,
“which is called Grand Canaria.” A-French
fhip driven among(t thefe iflands by a
ftorm, gave the firlt account of them in
. Europe, about the year 1330, and the
 reduétion of them was awempted by fome
_ Spaniards in about 1337, but' the peo-
. ple who Janded. were all taken  prifoners
. 4 b'y
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by the natives. About thirty years after,
the Spaniards made a defcent on Lan-
cerota, and by degrees made themfelves
mafters of that ifland, and the five others;
at laft they took poffefion of Tencrifte,
and brought all the inhabitants over to
the Chrittian Faich.

Tt was not without much difficulty,,
and after various attempts, that-the Spaa,
niards took this ifland : the natives de-
fended themfelves with great bravery, at
the fame time chac they treated the Spa-
niards with humanity ; but at length the
numbers of the Spaniards prevailed, and
the natives fubmitted to their govern-
ment, and became Chriftians.

The entire redu@ion of Teneriffe,
which finithed the conquett of the Canary
iflands, was effeCted in the year 14955
when the Spaniards built a fort at this
port, which they called Santa Cruz, and
the town is called by the fame name. On
the plains of Laguna they likewife builg

B2 the
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m::ty, and called it the cxty of Lagunlr,
o? Samtde la Laguna. ,

Santa Cruz: confifts of two or thirct
_ftréets, which arc broad, but remarkably
.ill-paved; the houfes are Al white on the
“outfide ; thofe belonging: to the princi-
pal people are large, and the different
dpartments, which are -all wp fairs, are
built round a court or-fqiare, with a
gallery on all fides leading to the rooms,
which are moftly fpacious, but are cal-
culated more for coolnefs than for thew :
The windows are notglazed but latticed,
which-give the houfes, both on the in
andi'outﬂde, a mean appearance. ‘But
the lattices ‘have thefe two conveniencies;
they admit the air, and. give the ladies
an oyportumty of loolmg out without
bemg leen. :

| DO

The walls are whlte, and the doors,
&c. without paint-or ornament ; which
altogether convey to the mind of a per:
fon / jiift . come  from Ehgland an
ilea of rooms not qmte Bnifhed.

The
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The houfes of the common people are
very mean, with a look of much poverty.
Even the churches are mean, and the
priefts though few, feemingly’ poor and
humblc.

The numberof inhabitants on the ifland
are computed to be g6ooo. The gover-
nor and officers are appointed by the
king of Spain; the inhabitants are all
Spanifh fubje@ts, and the Europeans
call themfelves Spaniards; fome are
really from Spain, others born here of
Spanith parents ; but a far greater num-
ber are defcendants of Irith Roman Ca-
tholic familics who about the end of
the laft century found it neceffary to feek
in this ifland that liberty and protection
which their own country, at that period,
did not afford them,

The original natives of this ifland were
called Guanches. The account which
the Spaniards give of them,. is, that
their anceftors found them almoft in a

: B3 ) ftate
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ftate.of narure; without laws or religion,
and unable to ' give any. account of
their on-vin. It has:bech’ conje&ured
by fome,’ “thar they were_emigrants from
Carthage. - The Spaniards~ call . them
Moors, but what is their reafon for giving
them that appel'ation I know not, Thefe
Moors, the deicendants of the Guanches,
are moftly labourers and fervants; they
afe much darker than the Spaniards,
have lively black eyes, long black hau',
md rcmarkablc fine teeth,

© T am, &c.

e

"LET-
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LerTer IL

Santa Crux, Fune1764.
L THOUGH Tenriffe is only
three weeks fail from England, the
whole appearance and manner of the peo-
ple and things is fo_differen, thatit feems
to us quite another world ; the religion,
drefs, addrefls, houfes, cookery, &c. are
1o very different. It is, in fhort, a poor
Roman Catholic country, which are
cvery where pretty much the fame,
making a proper allowance for the. fo-
lemnity of the Spaniards, which differs
from the foftnefs of the Italians, and the
forward complaifance of the French,

The Spaniards are lefs known to their
neighbours than the people of any other
great nation, becauft they do not travel
much, and their own country is but little
vifited by Qtrangers : The firft caufe (it
muft be confefled) is a proof that they
have little defire of improvement, and

B4 _ the
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the fecond, that their neighbours do not
believe there is much to be learned from
them,

However, wedded as they are to their
ancient cuftoms and fuperftitions, - I am
ftill of opinion, that, were they better
known to us, we mlght find, that,ina
balance of virtues and vices, they would
ftand as good a chance to preponderate
in the right fcale, as moft of their neigh»
bours,

‘There is one part of the national cha-
ra@er, over which charity would wifh to
throw a yeil ; but alas! the perfecutions
in America will ever be remembered ; al»
though perhaps we are miftaken in the
motive, and attribute that to avarice and
a cruelty of temper which is occafioned by
a.blind fuperihuon and ‘religious enthu-
fiam. In all points, except religion and
jealoufy, no people can fhew more mild-~
nefs of manners, kind in the greateft de.
greeto thcxr domeftics, whom they treat
3lmo{t as their cb;l,dren,

i ) The
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‘The common people are not laborious,
but that defet feems to be compenfated
for by their being contented with a little,
their abftemioufnefs, the {obriety and re-
gularity of cheir lives.

The pride which the Spaniardsare ac-°
cufed of, although it is not without a’
dafh of vanity, is moftly of that fort which'
makes people athamed of unworthy ‘ac-’
tions ; and they are remarkable for a high-
fenfe of honour, anda 1tri& regard to their’
word. -

But above all other virtues, they feem!
to lay a ftrefs upon the duty and obedi.
ence of children to their parents, particu~
larly their mothers; and they go fo far
as to fay, that, if therecould be a man
amongft them undutiful in-this point, he
would be fhuned as a monfter.

LET
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Lerrer IIL

) ’ Santa Craz, Junc 1764.
INCE my laft, I have made a little
excurfion, which was pleafing on
account_of :its . novelty, both as to the
_obje@s which. prefented themfelves, and
my. mapner . of , performing it; than
which nothing can be more. ridiculous.
Fancy that you fec me meekly. riding
upon an afs, . which is the way all- ladies
are obliged to travel here, on account of
commiotionsin the earth which have hap-
pened formerly, and have thrown up fuch
progligioys. heaps of large flones in fome
places, and. funk the ground fo much in
others, thatit.is.impoffible for a carriage
to move, and extremely dangerous, to
venture,on horfeback ; therefore the la-
dies all ride. upon affes, and the men on
mules: two crofs fticks are fixed on the
neck of the animal, and two behind, with
a cufhion laid between, by which means
one fits almoft as if in a carriage, and 'a
mad leads the afs.
" ' Our
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Our journey was to Laguna, ufually
called the city : whichis a pretty large
town, and regularly buil, but quite
unornamented, and filent as the
night. Many of the principal people
at Santa Cruz ha'e houfes there, which
they go to by way of retirement from bu-
finefs. Laguna is about five miles from
the fea, the road to it, if it can be called
aroad, is all the way up hill, in fome
parts fteep, craggy, incumbered with
pieces of loofe rock, and of a moft barren
appearance 3. notwithftanding which, one
fees here and there a feattered vineyard,
which thrives amonglt the flones. As
foon as we arrived at the city, we found
ourfelves in another climate; inftead of
the heat, which at Santa Cruz is very
great, it is there fo cool -that we walked
in the fun ar mid-day with pleafure, and
the air was freth and perfetly agreeable.
Laguna ftands on an eminence, and Santa
Cruz in a valley ; but, after allowing for
thefecircumitances,and the accidental dif-
ference of foil, &c. the change appears

to
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to me to be greater, than with all thefe
allowances onc could poflibly fuppofe
withiin'the diffancé 6f five miles,’ -

" Our curiofity was foon fatisfied,” as
Y.dguna'does not contain any remarkable
beauties, either 'of drt or rature: the
principal church is decorated with images
- of theVirgin, and a few paintings in a
tawdry ftile.—Buit what [ had thie greateft
defire to eé,Was 4 hundery; a nunnery
muft furely be'a chatining place, at leaft
5 fook at. “Thither the young and beau~
tiful retire, they rénounce the' pleafures,
the ares, ‘and the follick of the world!
they fpend their Tives in piety, in praife
of their Maker, in innocence ! they exert
.their ingenuity in beautiful works' of
fancy ; théy repofe themfelves: in the
shady bowers of their delightful gardens,

" "For policy, knowing that they have
relinquithed every tender tie of  duty,
‘of friendfhip, and of love, has_endea-
youred, by the commodioufnefs ‘of their
Fetirement, to-foften their fenfe vof -the
‘confinement, ~ R -
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. Imprefled then as I was with this idea
of fpacious gardens, magnificent build-
ings, and beautiful virgins; how great
was my difappointment! to find the
buildings mean, dirty, and confined, the
Nuns old and very plain. They talked
to us through the grates with great civi-
lity, and prefented us with fome trifling
Bowers of their making,

We found one Englith woman among
the nuns, who ferved as interpreter,
though indeed not a very good one, for
as fhe came here in her youth, and is now
grown old without having occafion to
fpeak her native language, fhe has partly
forgot it.—She would not acknowledge,
that any one after taking the veil ever
repented of it; and, upon fome of the
Englith gentlemen feeming to doubt her,
made ufe of this remarkable expreffion,
No, no! they muft not repent ofit. In
fhort, fhe expreffed herfelf happy in her
fitvation, with how much fincerity I thall
not pretend to determine.

By
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By her account, the life of a nun
differs little from that of a girl at fchool;
and the Abbefsisa fort of Governefs ; they
are obliged to conform punétually to the
hours of rifing, dining, prayer, &c.
fhut up with the fame companions con-
ftantly, whether pleafing or difagrecable s
‘with the addition of this moft dreadful
reflection, that death only can releafe

LET-
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Perter 1IV.

Santa Cruz, Fune 15644

‘T feems as if the Spaniards them-

felves began to be fenfible of very bad
confequences, from fhutting young girls”
up from the world; for the court of Ma-
drid has lately publifhed a decree (which
extends likewife to thefe iflands; forbid-
ing any woman to take the veil till the age
of twenty-five; a confiderable change,
in a country where every innovation
is regarded by the people as an attempt to
overturn the ancientform of government
and the more to be wondered at, as fuch
a change muft, for obvious reafuns, be
very difagreeable to the Clergy.

The monafteries are as mean and mife-
rable as the nunneries.—I belicve no pro-
teftant ever faw a monaftery, without re.
flelting as I do now, on the indolence and
inutility of a monaftic life, and the foily
of its mortifications,

1 fhould
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I fhould fuppofe, that Mpnks will be
as numerous: amongft the Spaniards as
amongft any people, fince it favours
both ‘their pride and their indolence,
two qualitics ‘which I believe no country
-in"Europe will pretend to -difpute with
them. :

After we hadevifited the nuns, we
took a ride without the city, in order to’
have a better view of the famous Peak ;
here:our’ eyes were fuddenly delighted
with the fight of a little verdant plain, a

“beauty in nature which is always delight-
“ful;, but incomparably more:fo, when the
eyt'has been fatighed with barrennefs;
the Peak is : at the diftance of near fixty
miles; but frem its amazing height one
appears tobe clofe underit; itis a dark
-‘brown rock, much the fhape of a fugar-
-10af, only that its height is greater in
proportion to its breadth, fo that its afcent
iis almoft perpendicular; the Spahiards
affers; that it is three miles:in height,
..and that thofe who® had. been hardy
Livath I enough
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enough to climb to the tep of it, have,
found it the Jabour of three days: It is
not at prefent a Volcano, and the inha-:
bitants feem to fleep in as perfet fecurity,
as if it never had thrown out any erup-
tions, although according to tradition,
it is not more than feventy years fince
the country was defpoiled by the vait
quantities of fulphur and melted ore
which iffued from it; and no. dowb,
from'the prefent barren, rocky, and de-
folate appearance of great parc of the'
ifland, the commotions of the earth muft
likewife have been very terrible.  ~

The coaft fupplies the inhabitants with
fith in abundance, and notwithftanding
the appearance of the country, provifions
of all forts are in fufficient plenty ; . like-
wife fruits fuch as are ufual in hot cli-
mates, figs, plantaines or bananas, le-
mons, almonds, grapes, &c.

A - confiderable quantity of wine,
known by the name of the country, is
‘made‘annually and exported ; it is fome-

: C - thing
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thing like' Madeira, but not quite fo"
good, althdugh I' believé -it fomcnmes
paﬂ‘c§for ft,

‘LeTTER V.

Santa Crus, June 1764,
'THE exceflive obedience of fons tg
their mothers, althoughit is an ad-
mirable quality amongft the Spamards,
is ncvcrthclefs, not without its inconve-
giencies, even to the womten; for al-
thagb it makes them of more confe-
quence in old age, it makes them lefy
happy and independent in youth and the
ptime of life..

" Almoft every famlly has a mothcr.
aunt, or fome fage matron, who is the
pracle, and no womanjs thought at years
of difcretion before fhe is grey headed:
.thq; a:young woman,’/when fhe marries,

only paﬂ'cs from one tutelage to another ;
" from
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from the direction.of her own relations,
to. that of her hufband’s.

The excefs.of this national virtue,
feems to account for the horror the Catti-
lians and other Spaniards conceived at
the Emperor Charles the Fifth; for al-
though Johanah was abfolutely in a ftate
of lunacy, the Spaniards could not pre-
vail on themfelves to exclude her from
the throne : And Charles’s imprudence
(and perhaps not knowmg the difpofition
of the Spaniards) in fuffering himfelf to
be proclaimed King in the lee-ume of
his mother, appearcd to them fo very
impious, that nothing but his own good -
fortune could have obviated the diﬂicul,
ties it occafioned.

- The ladies at Tenenﬁ'e lead the moft
retired lives imaginable, they very feldom
leave their own houfes, except going to
church, and even there a young ane does
not venture without fome elderly lady o
attend hers no one ever goes out in the
dty-nm: without a. Cvexl; thg veilis exadt-
2 : iy
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ly like two pctticbau fewed - together
made of black ferge,” the'one ferves as an/
upper petticoat, and the other comes over
- the head, fo that the woman'is entirely
covered by it, except a little ‘over ‘one
eye, which is lefc open for‘her to guide
_ herfelf by, ) VO T

Notwithftanding the ‘retirednefs of
their lives, the Senioras of Teneriffe are
flefled of the moft agrecable vivacity,
which fully compenfates for their want of
beéauty, and makes them cxcecdingly
pleafing ; their lively black eyesare ex-
reflive of their tempers; they have moft-

y long black hair, which they braid,
and let it hang down their backs like a
queue, without any head-drefs; their com-
plexions are very dark, and features not
pleafing.—The drefs is a jacket and pet-
ticoat with extreme ftiff flays, and yet
none of them are crooked s they have ear-
rings, - bracelets, - andcrofiess the jewels
‘they efteem are ‘emerhlds and theoriental
- ‘peatl.—They:' perfume ‘themfelvés'-exs:
ceedingly Hih; and*forie of them paint:
row Be-.
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. Béfides the law I mentioned relative o
the Nuns, <he King of Spain has iffued
out another order, which likewifeconcerns
“the women. It is that n6 one fhall -ap-
“pear in Madrid after it is dark with a
veil, thé fpirit of intrigue which the
-8paniards have always been .famous for
has made this neceffary. The ladies in
“this place; althorigh not obliged; to- .
form toit as a thew fathion; therefore
Wwheri they walk by moon-light, which is
indeed the only time for walking, they
Wear a licele cloak.

Lerter VI

Bayof 81, Subvudor, Cooft of Brazil; Aug. 1764
YT is with the greateft pleafure in the
world I now fit down to tell you,
that after a long, dahgerous, and uncome
fortable voyage from Tencriffe, we are at
c C3 S att
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laft arrived fafe in the-bay of St.'Salvador,
‘otherwife Bahia, on the -toaft of Brwl
and hope ﬁnn to.be-ori fhore.

Iammomﬁcdxt being ohliged.to w
‘tlll the captain’s return, being already in-
“formed thatI:muft not leave the fhip il
g hnwe obtltned leave fromthe Gowe;np;

Sevcm.l Portugucfe gentlcmen are
-womc on board by the goyernor’s order,
+two;/or thee civilians, an afficer of the
ey, snioﬁor, and 3 Frencb furgeqp
The two laft to examine whether any
contagious diforders are amongft ‘the
crew. The others to enquire the number
of - troops, -the.articles of trade, the cap-
tain’s motive for making this port,8c.&c,
all which tt‘y doin a manner which thews
them to -be diftraffful -and fufpicious.
They have either a very bad opinion of
-the’ Englifh, or dre not very honombk
vandxfﬁncm thcmfelves. o i
i "In {the miean whlle we: havc received
from the fhore,’ fuchlfnm a8 :the cald
“oF : - climate
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chimate of anland never can produce,
gndit is doubly welcome to pcoplc who
bave fccn nonc for a long nmc o ' .

My impatience to be on thore is in-
creafed by the appearance of the town,
which at this diftange looks . delightful,
The part we fee of it ftands upon the fide
of a fteep -hill, with ftrcets of white
boufes one above anather, intenmixed in
fome parts with fmall plantations of l'ugg
canes, which;_ from the refle®tion, of the
fun, in thefe unclgudcd ﬂues, have a very
Bcaun[ul effet, Perhaps the baving béen

pnvcd of, ;hg ﬁgh: of l}\nd for fome
time, may add to its charms ; byt really
think I nevcr faw & more qunful laqd'
Teape.

','l'he reﬂeé’tlon of heat' from the land
bn all fides'of the bay, together with the

urning fuh, make cvcry part of ihc ﬂnp
kc 4n ovén.” "
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"“Until' I have the pleafure to addrefs
you from the thore, I remain, &c, -

Lz'r'n;n VIIL

St Sabvador, Aug. 1764,
A M not a woman of much penetra-
‘A tion, otherwife I fhould have known
that things are not always what they feem;
and I fhould have been lefs furprifed, at
finding that the nearer we came to St, Sal-
vador, the lefs dclrghtful it appeared ;
Yike many other things, which pleafe, only
‘when viewed 2t a diftance ; ds we rowed
nearer the town, the houfes which at the
diftance of . a-league looked fo. fhining
white, loft al their beayty s the dict they
are covered with became  vifible, the
clumfy ‘wooden windows, doors, and
lattices, without the ornament of paint,
grew more diftiné, the want of clegance
in th sout enfemble difgufted, and in fhort
the delufion vanithed,
Iam
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I am lodged at the houfe of the French
furgeon I mentioned : he is married to a
Portuguefe native.

I much fear T fhall not enjoy the re-
fpite from fhip-board as I wifh, on account
of the very difagreeable confinement I
am under, in this moft fufpicious, moft
unhofpitable government.

Ever fince I have been on fhore, I have
been followed and attended by an officer
and a foldier, fo much that I cannot walk
out of one room into another, without
being followed by them; the firft night
T came on fhore, they flept in the paffage
adjoining to my room, but have fince
relaxed fo much of their feverity, as to
go home ‘at night, and return in the
moffing. '

I'have complained of this attendance,
but without being able to obtain redrefs,
I am told that it is a compliment, and to
prevent my being affronted : But it does
Rot require much penetration to difcover

thag
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that it is to prevent my going to thé
nunneries, of which they are exceedingly
Jealous, or becoming acquainted with any
of their women; what danger they ap-
prehend from it, is beyond my compre-
henfion.

Fortunately I am in no’ danger either
of corrupting my landlady, or of gaining
any intelligence from her, for fhe fpeaks
no language but her own, which I do
not underftand a word of,

But amongft thefe Portuguefe, where

1 lictle expedted fuch a fatisfattion; I have
the pleafure to meet with onc Englifh
woman: Her father was a merchant at
Lifbon, and a Roman Catholic: at Lifbon
fhe married a Portugucfe gentleman,
‘who, with his family, is fince gome
to fettle here; the good lady was rejoiced
‘tofind one of her country women.come to
the place, and her hufband waited on
the Governor, to beg leave for me to re-
fide at his houfe ; but wasan(wered, that
two Engliftr women in on¢ honfe was too
" itich,
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much. Butwhat is ftill more extraor-
dingry, Idid not fec her till two or three
.days after I came on fhore, and the rea-
fon was, the waited the Governor’s per-
‘miffion to make me a vifit.

Good heavens! what a government s
this to live under ! thefe things aftonith
us, who are not fatisfied even with li-

berty. :

LerTer VIIIL

St. Salzador, Aug, 1264.
; Y defire of communicating to you
M my obfervations on whatever [
fee, has made me very attentive to the
cuftoms and government -of this country,
- but indeed with very little fuccefs ; for the
inhofpitable difpofition of the Portnguefe
to frangers, gives one but little . oppor-
. tunity of making qbfervations ; and their
 fufpicious tempers, do not leave ene at
free liberty to enquire.
The
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The people aré all called Portughefe,
of whom fome are defcended from thofe
who fettled here when Portugal firft took
poffeffion of this coaft, and their numbers
have fince been conftantly increafing
by families from the mother country,

 who are allured by the hope of enriching
themfelves.

They come here_with a different view
to what Englith people have when they
quit their native country for any foreign

 fettlemenc: - We always flatter ourfelves
with hopes of returning home again, but
thefe generally fettle themfelves and fa-
" milies for generations, and look upon i¢
as their future home.

“4 TF they are fatisfied, it is well; if not, it
is doubly hard, on account of the diffi-
culty attending their recurn.  No inhabi
tant being allowed to leave the plate
without an exprefs order from Portugals

“'the'obtaining of which is attended with
fuch infinite trouble and length - of tie,

‘ as
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as make it amount -almoft to ap impof-
fibility,

Any foreigner who once takes up his
refidence here, finds it equally difficulg
toreturn: I believe they have very few
foreigners but thofe they have feduced
from thips which touch at the port. Se-
veral poor unhappy Englith fellows are
here for the remainder of their wretched
lives, which they languifh out in poverty
and contempt, and are watched with fuch
particular caution whenever any foreign
thip arrives here, as makes their cfcape
impraticable. .

Yau will eafily conceive from this at-
tention to keep every perfon from departs
ing, that it is not a defirable country ta °
live in.

The. government is in itfelf a moft
extraordinary one: I1know not whether
to call it ecclefiaftical, civil, or military:
here are three who are faid to have an
cqual fhare in the government, viz. a

' Bithop
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Bithop, a Colonel; and' a Civil: Layman.:
As they keep forcigners fo much_at a:
diftance, it is impoffible to tell which is
the higady dll weknow.is; that:whenever
any applicationis madefor neceffaries of
provifion‘or accommodation’; |if they are
granted at all, it is with much delay and:
difficulty. ;: under pretence. that the Co-.
lonel-cannot da, it becaufe the Governor
i¢ qutof town, or the Governor cannot dof
it becanfe the Colonelis abfent, or both
thefe together can do nothing without the
Bithop. ‘ g
_ Therefore if any firanger is_plundefed
or cheated, as the Portugucfe are the
greateft thievesupon earth,’ no redrefs
¢can bé obrained, from the chicanety ¥
have mentioneds ol

", But by whatever name they may call
the fortn of government, the church ap-
ﬁ::ré,to carry all before it ; the libéreies
the pricfts take, are aborninably infoledit
and opprefive, they c¢ome ‘intd ‘any
fioule'tHey pleate, dificand flip wichionic

¢ - ipvia
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invitation ; diate in converfation, and
are admitted-into the private apartments
§ of the women, which does not feem to
. fuit with the natural jealoufy of the Por-

tugucfe, who in other refpeds appear to

be very fufpicious of their wives and

daughters, feldom allowing them to be in
- company, or with their knowledge, to be
_feen by any other men, unlefs they are
- yelations,

e ]

- Iam told, that this town alone does
! not contain lefs than three thoufand re:
ligious, of different orders. ' No court
, of inquifition is kept here, but many in-
 quifitors, who take cognizance of any
. mifdemeanors, and confine and fend to
{ Portugal, any perfons accufed of fpiritual
crimes,

America has ever been the rendezveus
- of the Jefuits, and many are ftill in -Bra-
zil, notwithftanding the king has had re.
folution enough to baiifh them from

Portugal, . .
The



32 LETTERS FROM THE

The next in authority to the religious,
are the military: a man trembles at the’
. fight of a foldier in his hqpfe, and is
obliged to treat every private man with
as much refpe& and deference as if he
was his mafter.

And yet, what is very extraordinary,
thefe foldiers, who are fo formidable to the
inhabitants, are no more.than a fort of
milida, who in general follow different
trades, both men. and officers. But on
the arrival of any foreign fhip, an extra-
ordinary number of them are puc upon
duty. and drefled in their uniforms, which
is blue turned up with red. Howevet
little reafon an enemy mighe have to fear
thefe men of war, they are fufficiently
feared by their fellow citizens,

. S ‘that between the fubtle wiles of the
pneﬂs, "and the open violence of ‘the
‘military, the fimple inhabitant niuft live

in a wretched ftate of awe and dependarice.
We
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* We have amufed ourfelves fince we
Rame heré, in fecing the town, and vific-
“ihg the churches: The town is large and

populous, and the upper part of it is
“pleafant and airy, coniitting of many
grood ftreets, broad and clean ; the houfes
dre large, but very ill-finithed, and of
& mean appearance ; all that part of the
-town next the fea, the ftreets are narrow
and dirty, full of mean looking thops,
#nd crouded with negro flaves of both
fexes.

The people of any fathion all live up
ftairs, and the ground floors are made
pfe of as fhops, warehoufes, &c. The
houes are not more elegant in the apart-
ments than the outfides. The firfk Aoot
‘"gcncrally confifts of two or three large
fooms, and always a fmail bed-room in
the middle, fo fituated, as to receive no
light but from the otliers, confequently
fuite dark when the doors are fhut.
gAbove thefe are the apartments of the
#hildren and flaves.

D As
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As to furniture, the once wbmd walls
are- generally adorned: with prings. of our
Saviour and the Virgin in ftrong wooden
frames, a:couch, a few.wooden chairs,
and a crucifix finifhes. the gpartment.
And yet they bave jewels, and. gold,.and
flver, and many flaves; byt ;he arts do
not flourith amongft them, and, “ﬁ‘? and
elegance in fumniture and equipage is un-
known : heﬁdes, where the greateft fe-
curity is in paverty, evesy .que fears. to
make an appearance, which might fllbjt&
him to perfecution,

The only bu'ldmgs worthy obferva:
p are.the churches, which ‘are nume-
‘TOus, fpn';e of them large and fuperb, ang
bybemg wnncumbered with _pews, the
*double roy. of pillars, havea" very fine of-
fc&, aqd give the who]e choir an open
airy appearance which our churches can
ncver have ; .they are kept in ;hq neqteﬁ:
,qrder, and adomed, pamculaﬂy the altars,
with’ cuvmg, paintings, and gddln ;
with candlefticks and _ornaments of gqla

sand filver to a vaft expence, .
In
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In one of the churches, I was fhewn
two fupcrb images of our Saviour and thie
V:rgm larger than life, they are kept in
a feparate apartment richly drefied, and
have feveral pricfts to attend them, who
were fo civil as to open all their drawers,
fhew me the rich embroidered
cloaths, and ﬁne jewels, with which thefe
Boodly images are decked upon ﬁlcmn
¢€caﬁons. v

Thc canvents attached to the churches
arc lxkcwnﬁ: haridfome buildings, ‘with
pgmcpcs and clonfters, where the priefts

baye thmrt,‘c arate apartments, in ‘which
they enjoy all thc luxuries of life. In
thort, thefe proud lazy pampered ° priefts
;are a direct contraft to the poar, hu;nble,
momﬁed Monks of Teneriffe.”

The priefts certainly have fome reafon
to value themfelves, for all the"litdle
Jearning of the .country is centered in

em: This rich and populous placc does
Mot afford one academy  of any Kind;
D2 " réading
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reading and writing, is the ufual educati jon
of the youth, if to this is added a ttlc
Pom:gucfc Latin, the | boy u ﬁt fb:‘ a
'Blﬂlopo =0 : FY
A futpnﬁng, that i ina country’fo
nearly-connefted . with a kingdom in Eb-
rope; a8 this js with Portugal, the ‘arts
:and feiences thould be {o utterly vnknown.
The paintings, &c. which they have in
the churches, are from Europe: The'in-
habitants feem: to have yery little idea of
the elegmcxes of life; they fpend their
time in, great mdolem;e. and knowledge
is fhut out_from them, by their being
‘alloﬁed to read very few books which

can gwe them mfonnanon. '

Ttis the, pohcy of the governmetit to
keep the people in " ignorance, which
makes them more 405de pnc_lgr an arbi-

leedge of the laws and cuﬂom of
different countries, ‘the blefling’ of a tho-
derate ¢ govcmmen:, and‘Indeed leartiing
in
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in gcneral is apt to_infpire people with a
gonfidence in. thinking, which' makes
them fenfible of every oppreflion they la-
bour under. ‘

. They compare thejrown laws, and the

impartiality with which they are put in

execution, with thofe of other countries;

and fometimes, if they are under a happy

government, are fenfible of the blefling ;

but if not, arc always fure to be fcnﬁble
-'of its defeéts.

_ Corruption in the ftate, is naturally
followed by corruption in the minds of
the-people : the more they are a&uated
by the principle of fear, the lefs they have
of honour; and the more difficulty they
find in obtaining juftice, the greater will
be their craftand dithonefty ; until every

_man looks upon his neighbour with an
cye of fufpicion and dittruft.

"It is amufing, and at the fame time
melancholy, to reflet on the extraordi-
nary rife and fall of particular nations;

Dj Por-
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3mgﬂwbéﬁmwma navigitio
once extended icfkIf ovér Botk Irdies ; did
who fét the example t6'll EWfope, o6 éx-
plore the riches, and form fettferéntsifl
glu,: Eaft, is now fo. funk, that one can
feaely believe the geieat Ficé t be
defeeridass of thof whd lived forhé igéd
Dipce.—All hiffory does noe furtifi 4
more._remarkable inftancé of Hati6hal virs
s ad b, i b, e of
the Portugucfe throwing off the Spat
yoke. o

1153

- When one contidkrs the gréat imiciber
OF poople of all rankd intrutted with the
ng:of Braganza’s intention, dnd te
long time they hid o keep icfecret; leta
change haye been ever fo neceffary fot the
public good, or the burghien to individuals
gver fo grigvous, it is fievertheléfs exira-
waordinary, that cither fear of punith-
ment, or Liope of reward, fhould: not ife
duce fome of them to betray the fecret.

.

Lz
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LerTteEr IX,

Saint Salkvader, Augufi 1764,
LTHOUGH Iam not permitted
A to vific the nunneries, Mrs. R.
has been fo kind as to carry me to a pri-
vate Convent, whereI faw feveral young
women drefled like Nuns. One amongft
them I could not help particularly ob-
ferving; fhe was the picture of forrow. I
naturally epquired what was the caufe,
and heard a ftory, which (hews the dread-
ful power. of the inquifition, and how little
property, or even life, is fecure, in a
country where fuch a tribunal, or any of
its minifters are permitted.

Her father, faid fhe, was a worthy
good man ; but he was very rich, and ic
happened to be known that he was fo:
The inquifitors, without letting him or
his friends know what was his crime,
pretended that he had been accufed of
berefy ; they feized him, took poffeflion

D4 of
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of his hou'e, &c.; and his family, not
knowing whether he is fent tQ Portugal,
whether he-is confined here, ‘or certainly
whether he is dead or alive, are ever fince
in a ftate of anxicty between hope and
fear. ’

* We are fHocked with the frequent ac-
counts we hear of murders.” If a Portu-
toguefe has recéived any injury or affront,
be cannat as in England have recourfe ta
the laws to do him juttice; the church in-
terferes in” every thing, and the thunder
of the inquifition .perverts the natural
coutfe of jultice, but revedge!™ bloody
seveige! fopn or late, is fure to follow.

"Fhe offended perfon watches his ad-
verfary, till fome time or other he finds
him alon¢, unarmed, ‘and in the dark;
then, cither with his own "hand, or by
the hand of an affafin, which a little
money will procure, he ftabs him in the
back, and’ then takes ‘fan@uary at the
altar of fome church; where confeffion

“and alms procure his ‘pagdon : ‘there. he
' 15
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is as fecure from being brought to pu-
nifhment, as if he was not in the country,
If his friends can procure his pardon, he
in a fhort time appears in the world
again as before; if not, he turns prieft,
and is reccived into the body of the
church as a truc penitent.

Lerter X

St. Salvador, Ang. 1764,

FTER what 1 have f3id of the
general charadter of the men of

this place, you will not expe&t to hear
much in praife of the women ; braught
up in indolence, and their minds unculti-
vated, their natural quicknefs fhews itfelf
in cunning.  As their ‘male relations do
not place any confidence in their virtue,
they in return ule their utmoft art to clude
the vigilance with which they are ob.
ferved ; and, to fpeak the moft favoura.
‘bly, afpiric of intrigue reigns amopgft
them, Were I to tell you what the dark-
nefs
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nefs of the evening: conceals, amongft
fuch as are nog to be feen in the day but
ina church, it wouldlookl,lkc a libel on
the fex. . -

Many of them, when they are quite
_young, have delicate features and perfons,
but there is a certain yellow tint in their
complexions which is difagreeable, and
befide they look old very carly in life.

The drefs is calculated for' a hot cli-
mate; the beft-drefled woman I have
feen, had on a chintz petticoat, a fower-
ed 'muflin fhift, with deep ruffles, and a
tucker of the fame fewed upon 'it, Wwiths
oit any ftays ot gown, buta large fath of
trimfon velver, thrown round and round
her waift. Her hair was braided behind,
and faftened up with a great many
combs; the had drops in heér ears, and het
hair was:ornamented with a fort of egret,
or rather a large lump of maffive gold,
embofied and fec with diamondsy on her
neck- were fevéral rows of fmall gold
chain; and on her arms fhe had bracelets

4 of
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of gold of great thicknefs, and each of
them wide enough for two. A pair of
fippers like the fath, completed the drefs;

LerTter XI.

St. Sabvader. Sept, 1764,

INCE the conclufion of my laft,
we obrained leave to go a few miles

into the country, for we dared not gowith-

out, and then not without our atten-
dants.

We were much delighted with our
litele excurfion, which afforded us a view
of a rich, fruitful, and beauriful, though
almoft uncultivited, country. After go-
ing for fome time through cool thady
lanes, which terminated in an open
plain, we had a moft pleafing view of the
fea. Little rural cottages are feattered
&bout the country, and gardens with va-
riety of fruits, plantains, melons, tama.

rinds,
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gihds, limes; citrons,: lemons, fweet - les
mons,’ pomgranates, water elons, ‘and
lofty tiees bending under the- weight: of
oranges, a fruit which are here in the
greateft plenty and perfection : a particular
fpecies of them are four times as large as
thofe you have from Spain and Portugal,
have nofecds,and areof a delicious favour.

."The hufbandman’s labour is litde re-
&uired, in a foil and climate: like this,
.where the richelt fruits of the earth
-grow almoft fpontancoufly.

How much did we enjoy the frefhnefs
of the evening air ! which in this hot town
.we are deprived of in the day time, ‘and

<the delightful fhade of . the 'wide fpread-
ving trees, a pleafure which can be known
-in its full cxtent. only. in.thefe: climates,
-where the fultry heat of the fun is-intole-
.xable! The. clearne(s and brightnefs .of
.the fky add indeed to the beauty-aof a
-profpet; and throw a double’ gloom
:upon the: fhade. But in your.:cold
frozen clime, the: glosious fun is:g)ways

welcome,
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welcome; feldom too powerful, and too
often -abfent. -

Further diftant in the country, chiefly
along the fea coaft, are large piantations
of “fugar and: tobacco, which bclong to
the Portuguefe, who refide at St. Salva-
dor’; “each of them employs a great num-
-ber of flaves. . . . -

Bu: it is notthctobacco. or the fugar,
or the fertility of the earth,-which have,
brought chritian adventurers here; :but
the riches which the bowels of the carth
contain, and which thefe Indians valge
not. The diamond mines all belong
to theking, and are a great fource of his
riches ; - although the diamonds' are
efteemed not quite fo fine as thofe of
Golconda, having fomething of a yellow
caft: here arc likewife fome amethyfls,
‘and’'a great number of topazes, which
are to be bought exceedingly cheap. .+

1 don’t know whether it is, that ;he
ﬁ:ilor climate is not proper for com,:or
Jormd whether
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whether the ‘inhsbitants  are tooicinde-
lent to cultivate it; but:cicdiscer-
tain, that the Portuguefe do not grow
nenenough tofupply .their’.owri;tables s
Hut eat Caffida pulverized, thsy el je
Sarimna de Pao, which' .is :lirgrally
-powder of poft, andamqﬁpropmnlme.
-for lthasuokmdduﬂc,tbm Afegls in
the mouth like chaff ; it is por.madeinto
breﬂi but ﬁmds upon :hetable in aduh.

£ Mnm is: ot cnﬁnmaxyton‘u& fwgn-
le¥s ;with’borfes, -we. were;pbliged so,go

iour licde -excurfion:in chairs,.and, Mc
+being as ‘extraordinary.as.any.thing:lhave
{feen iin the country,y-l hall endeavaur.to
ideferibe-them.: They are. of an chlosg
' make, ‘one pole.is fixed before and one
<behind,  the:top.and-bottam iate, faltened
“together by the'pieces of woad .50 which

ithe-poles are-fized, and noothér . wood-
~work.rourbit, :but.custains. frgmxtop.to
Dbostom smagde. of :camblet audslinnd sith
bays, calculated,-one would fuppofe; ra-
tigher for. the ifrigid . than the tarrid Jone;
sar'the back past is & littlesfeati about ghe
breadth
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breadth of two hands; I fuppofe thofe
who are ufed to them, can fit very well;
but between the narrownefs of the feat,
and the motion of the chair, a ftranger
is in danger of being thrown out atevery
ftep. The chair is carried by two negro
flaves on their fhoulders ; at every
ftep the foremofk gives a groan, which
the other anfwers: this helps to make
them keep an eqnmal pace; butfit is
a melancholy difagreeable noife, and
when we firlt came on thore, hearing the
flaves, who werein parties, carrying any
thing from onc place to another; utter
thefe kind of moans, we thought they
were opprefled with burthens beyond
their ftrength ; which excited in us much
pity for the flaves, and accordingly great
contempt for their mafters.

I muft not omit giving you an account
of a wonderful creature, which the Por-
tuguefe are conftantly talking of, and in-
fift upon my believing: Their account is
ag follows ; that a creature of the ferpent
kind, which is found in low marfhy

ground,
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ground, chiefly along the borders of ri«
vers, is fo large that it will fivallow a
bullock whole; the method is this, it
begins at the rail of the beaft, and licks
it all over with its tongue, the ftrength
of which, and the uncommon quality of
the faliva, is fuch, that it breaks every
bone, and makes the whole carcale foft
andtgl_utinous, by whica means the fer-
pentffucks down a creature much larger
than'itfelf. They add likewife that a
great many human lives are loft by thefe
Jerpents, ‘for whenever any man is fo un-
fortunate as to be within fight of one of
them, it is impoffible for him to make
his efcape : T have no great faith in thefe
“my informers, but I muft obferve, thac
Don Ulloa, whom I efteem a good au-
thority, mentions in his voyage, creatures
which anfier to this defcription.

LET.
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Lerrer XIL

8:. Salvador, &t 1764,

Fear that whatever I have yetfaid of the
Portuguefe on this coitt, fhews them

to have morevices than virtues; thercforé
I'am happy before I leave theém, to obférve
to their honour, that in the midft of alf
their vices, they have fhewed great buz
manity, as well as policy, in théif theats
ment of the original natives in this coums
try, whormn they have left a free though
conquered peoplé; they aré not cither
fervants or flaves, but are moftly retired
to the interior patts of the country, where
they are govérned by their own laws, and
exercife their own religion—The Portu-
guéfe, in this, have not followed the
cruel example of their ncighbors the
Spaniards; whofe religious zeal has car-
ried them to the height of berbarity: the
methods they have taken to make the
E Amcricans
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Americans in that part of the country
they have conquered, embrace the chriftian
religion, is a difgrace not only to chriftia-
nity, but to human nature.—~The Portu-
guefe have miflionaries difperfed through-
out the country : and it is not, they fay,
very unufual for the nativesto become
Chriftians ; but when they do, it is not
by compulfion.

All the fervants both men and women
are flaves, brought from Africa, of the
negro kind ; by nature difagreeable, but
often rendered ftill more fo, by frightful
marks on their faces, made by their pa-
rents when they are young ; they are all
made chriftians as foon as bought, and it
is amazing to fec the effeét the pageantry
of the Roman Catholic religion has upon
their uninformed minds; they are as de-
vout as the common people in our citics
arc prophane; conftant at their worfhip,
obedient to their preceptors without fcru-
ple, and infpired with all the enthufiafm
of devotion ; the gilded pomp, the fo-
lemnity of proceffions, the myfterious

rites,
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rites, the fear as well as admiration of
their ghoftly fathers, all confpirc s
render them fo.

From the warm and fteady devotion
of the common people here, it has often
occurred to me, thatthe plain good fenfe
of the proteftant worthip, fo well caleu-
lated for thofe who can diftinguith the
fubftance from the fhadow, is much
wanting in that glarc and fhew, which
catches the eye, and leads the imagination
of the vulgar, Confeffion itfelf, was it
not abufed, is an excellent inftitution; and
were the Roman Catholic pricfts to take
as much care of the morals of their flock,
as they do toattach them to the church,
they would be the moft virtuous common
people in the world.

It muft feem ftrange, that whatever
fubje&t I begin a letter upon, it generally
flides into religion before I finith it: but
it cannot be otherwife, where the forms
of religion encompafs every thing, where

ong Balf of the people arc governed by
Ea2 fuper-
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fuperftition, -and the othér half make ufe
of it'to'govern’ with.

May_ you enjoy long life, in that
Coiintry, where. men profefs lefs zéal,
and praftife more virtue,

Adieu,

3
Lerrer XL
Coe of Goui Hope, Nov. 1765,

IHave now the pleafuré to addrefs you
. from & place which travellers have
fpoken of in the highef¥ tetnhs; and ine
deed not without fome reafon,

" For, befides thic great ‘convenicnities,
refrefhments; and good accothmodations
to benict’ with here, I' thihk evety orie
moft be pléafed with the town;: whith
: 3 e
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has all the regularity and ncamefs ufual
amongft the Dutch: the ftreets are -all
parallel toeach other; and there is one
Jarge fquare with trees planted round, and
a canal of water from fprings running
down : the houfes are very good,and have
a neat appearance on the outfide; which
altogether make it a very pretty town,
and, fome few circumftances excepted,
equal in neatnefs and conveniences to
any of our fea-ports in England. The go-
“vernor’s garden, as it is called, isa very
large garden belonging to the Dutch
Eait India Company, where firangers,
and fometimes the inhabitants, walk by
way of mall: the method this is Jaid out
in_appears fomethmg extraordinary, In
the middle, is one very long broad walk,
planted on each fide with oaks, which
ftand very clofe, andthe boughs fpread
in fuch a manner as to have cxaétly the
appearance of efpaliers, which, although
tall for fuch ornament, are fhort for oaks ;
the reft of the garden is divided into
fquares, and planted on each fide the
walks in the fame manner; - within the

E 3 fquares
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fquares is & vaft variety of plants of all
countries and climates, to which the oaks
are an excellent defence from the high
winds, as well as a great fhelter to peo-
ple walking.

" Atthe end of the grand walk are iron
rails, which give view into an inclofure,
in which one fees feveral extraordinary
beafts and birdss the governor has a very
curious colleétion, and moft of them na-
tives of the country ; among(t the beafts,
are the zebra, or wild_ afs, elks, tigers,
leopards, wolves, &c.

In one partof the garden, a little de-
tached, is a pretty good houfe, called the
garden houfe : thisis always kept ready to
uccommodate any of their governors
pafling to and from India : Englith
vernors, admirals, commanders in chitf,
&c. are . complimented with living in it
‘while they ftay.

The Dutch, who value ‘themfelves
much upon being good gardeners, thew
that fort of pride no where more than in

. this
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this country; which being fo fituated
between the extremes of heat and cold,
is particularly favourable to vegetation:
and produces almoft all the fruits, vege-
tables, and plants, common to both
Europe and Afia. The inhabitants them-
felvesday, that there is not a fruit in the
world but what grows here; however
they are a good deal miftaken, and in this.
particular, I think travellers. who . have
mentioned the Cape, have faid rather too
much: Indeed, it isno wonder that any
perfon coming from fea, particularly after
having been long in India, and finding
the tables covered with fuch plenty and
varicty of agreeable fruits, to which they
were accuftomed in both climates, fhould
be very ready to fubfcribe to the opie
nion of this being the moft fruitful coun-
try in the world. They in general do not
ftay till the novelty is worn off, or do not
confider the fubje¢t. Ifthey did, Ithink
they would not attribute the plenty fo
much to the foil or climate, as to the
fteady induftry of the Dutch:‘a well-
known proof that they are the caufe of

E 4 A it
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it, is, that when this Cape was in poflel;
fion of the'Englith, they quitted it, be-
eaufe, on account of the “barrennefs of
the country, it'was not-worth the expence
of keeping.

- But ler me obferve by way of excufe
fot my countrymen, -that notwithftand-
ing the prefone plenty, and although
fmiling vineyards, gardens, and planta:
tions. are fcattered .over many parts of the
lang, nothing.can appear mate bleak and
barrco, ighap: shofe.parts. of the country.
which fillrsmaip unculsivated.

;¥n ‘many, Englith oaks are planted in
great abundance, which although tall,
never:graw.cobe large ;' as .to European
frdits, fichras apricots, peaches, firaw-
besries,' &c.although - they are exceed-
inglyplentiful, and very .pleafant, they
are nevir o perfect as in England ; and
oranges; and fome other fryits peculiar to
warm climates,. arc very poor.

oAl
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All which Ithould accoun-for thus;
that althaugh, between the induftry of
the inhabitants, and the uncommon fine-
nefs of the climate, an amazing Variety'
of trees, plants, fruits, agd ve etables,
are produced, the foil itfelf is too poor
to bring fome of them to perfeQion,

The fineft fruit is the grape, which is
extremely large and well flavoured: the
vines grow as in moft other wine countries:
in fields like corn, without any fuppore;
but on account of the high winds, the
vineyards are defended with oaks in the
manner I have defcribed in.the gardens, :

The vintage is in aunﬁnn, which is
about March and April, when a confide-
rable quantity of wine is made ; the white

they call Cape Madeira, the be& red is-
a fortof Tent. 3

The town' ftands under the fhelter of
three fteep lofty hills, which extend a
confiderable way into the country : thefe

hills
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hills from their fhape, are called the
Table.land,  the Sugar-loaf, and the
Lion's-rump, the firft of which before a
gale of wind, is always covered with a
thick cloud, which the people call the
devil’s table-cloth; it is an infallible
fign, that within twelve hours at moft,
the wind will blow ftrong off the land,
the wind lafts perhaps for two or three
days, when it ceafes for a day or two, and
then, after the fame fign, begins to blow
again: it is almoft' a continual high
-wind; not however fo turbulent, but that
that fhips ride very fafe at ‘Inchor nine
months in‘the year in the Bay; which is
formed-by-a little ifland oppofite, called
Penguin ifland.

]

In the wintermonths, which are
June, July, and Auguft, any thip which
arrives- is -obliged to put into another
bay about eight miles to the eaftward of
the cape, and called Cape Falfo, or Falfe

; . . The’
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‘The Dutch are of opinion that the
bigh winds are a great blefling ; for fay
they, the climate is hot, and we ftand fo
very low, that a common breeze could
not reach us, and the place would be
very unhealthy. As it is, they enjoy a
competent fhare of health, having but
few fickly people amongft them; and yet
what is very extraordinary, their lives in
general do not_exceed fifty years, and
vaft numbers die between forty and fifty,
fo that a very old mam or woman is
really 2 wonder.

" The fmall pox when it happens
amongft them, which is perhaps once in
ten, or feven years, is a moft dreadful
calamity ; the devaftation it makes ex-
ceeds belief ; whole familics, parents,
children, and’ flaves are fometimes car-
ried off by it: it fpreads itfelf all over
the country ; and people thut themfelves
up from their neighbours, to cicape the
peltilence.

The
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"“Thé Dutch aver that the:climate is
partionlagly ‘unfavorable - o -the  fimall
pox: but I caonot ateribute.the; morta-
Jity fo much 20 .that caufe; as to two
others ;  firft, gheir utter -ignorance in
4managing ‘the diforder; and fecondly,
the improper ftatc” of .body they are
-alvays in-to receive it ; being moltly fat
grofs people, occafioned partly by their
‘diet (for they drefs their viGuals:with a
~afk quantity:of grnfc and butter, and
“the children five in the fame manner)
and partly by their wantiof exefcife,
which they ufe very little of ; for altho’
the Putch are'naturally ceconémitts and
igareful, ‘ithey ;are -not in this .icountry
IgBive, bu: !he labor is lcft enmely 0
ﬁe ﬂaves '

’I‘he interior parts of this country,
which by all accounts are fine, are fel-
‘dom vifited by travellers: but. ‘the Dutch
“have farms to the diftance of many hun-
“dred milés. The people who live 3t
‘th:m travel every year to thé Cape with

2 the
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the produce of their farms; corn, but-
ter, fruits, 8cc, &c. 3 they travel in co-
vered waggons with cight horfes; and
are three or four weeks upon the road.
Notwithftanding thefé people are unpro-
teCted, and cvery family very diftant
from any of their own country, they
live in peace and fafety; without any
interruption from the Hottentots.

At the diftance of two or three kun-
dred miles up the country are natural
hot baths, which the Duich hold if high
efteem’ for the cure of almoft all’ difdr-
ders; but it feems they havé ever been
fatal to the Englifh who have tried them.
Nothing but real neceflity, I think, cart
induce any perfon to un‘értaké a jour-
ney of fo much difficulty and fatigue;
the only method of ‘getting there is in
coverced .waggons, with very few conve-
niencies on the road, partly through a
wild country which is infefted by tigérs,
leopards, &c. &c. and fome danger from
flaves efcaped from their mafters, who
: have
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bave taken fhelter in thefe wilds, and se’
rendered defperate” by their unhappy
fituation. ‘

I am, &c. &c.

Lerrer XIV.

’ Cape of Good Hope, Dec. 1764.
THE Cape is an abfolute contraft
to the laft we came from; and ha-
ving been there, makes us more fenfible
of the liberty of doing whatever we
pleafé, and going wherever we have 2
mind, The.Qutch police is admirable!
céconomy, regularity, and decency, are

the effe@ts of it. ' _

“The chief officers are the governor,
deputy, or (as they call Tt) fecond go-
vernor, and the fifcall; a very fmall
number of foldiers, commanded by{an
officer who has the rank of lieutenant-
colonel: the governor has been here
. abune
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abundance of years, and has raifed by
flow degrees from a private foldier to
his prefent rank; moft of the inhabi-
tants were born here, and here moft of
them will be buried : not having, in ge-
neral, cither inclination or abilities to
ga to Europe : they are moft of them
connetted, and doubly conne&ed here,
by marriages and intermarriages; they
have houfes and land, their gains are
not {ufficient to enable them to return to
the mother-country with fortunes; but
certain, and fufficient to enable them
to live with comfort here, where they are
bleffed with a moderate goverdinent, and
a delightful climate,

1 pever wasin a place where people
feemed to enjoy fo much comfort;
few are very rich, none miferably poor ;
great riches would be ufelefs, as they have
no means of fpending; thofe who have
jult the ncceffaries of life are therewith
-content, becaufe they never expeted
more; their ideas and their wants are
few, and there is. that happy conftitu.

. tional
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nonal dilnefs in the Dutcb which keeps
thém perfeétly fatisfied without cither
bufinefs or .pfezfures to occupy their
minds. )

The women are rather more adtive:
delxcacy is not the chara@eriftic of the
Dutch females, but they are decent,
plump, healthy, andchearful.

Gonﬁanm, a - place vxﬁted by all
&rangen, is a neat Dutch farm, about
cight miles from thie Cape, remarkable
for - makin: vesy rich wines' both red:
and white, which are much eftcemed
every where, both on account of the
richnefs --and’ fearéity : The grapes,: it
feetnts; of this vine-yard, owing to fome-
thing: particalar i elie foil,” are fuperior
o any othet in- the counery:

Lsrs
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LerTter XV,

Cape of Good Hope. Feb, 1765,
Othing can be nore agieeable to
the penple of this place, than
the arrival of an Engiifh thip, as it caufes
a circulation of money, and indeed it is
chiefly by the Englith that moft people in
the townare fupported; not only by taking
the Captains, Paflengers, &c. to board
at their houfes, but by furnithing the
fhips with provifion. A great many
French fhips likewife ftop here, and all
the Dutch paffing to and from India;
but for the lat they are obliged to pro-
vide according to certain prices, ftipulat-
ed by the Dutch company, and as neither
the Dutch or French fpend their money
fo freely as the Englifh, of courfe they
are not fo defirable guefts.

The cuftom is to pay a rix-dollar daily
for each perfon’s board and lodging, for
which they are provided with every thing,

F the
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thetablesare plentiful, the houfes are clean,
and the people obliging, and what makes
it extremely. comfortable, is, that moft of
them fpeak Englifh; French is likewife
fpoken by many; fo that foreigners find
themfelves more at home in this port
than can be imagined.

Lerter XVL

) Cape of Good Hope, Feb. 1765.
THE fervants of the Dutch, except
a very few Hottentots, are all-
flaves, brought originally from different
parts of the Eaft Indies. What feems.
cktraordinary is, that they do not learn,
to talk Dutch, but the Dutch people
learn their diale@, which is called Portu-
guefe s and is a corruption of that lane,
guage, fome of them are called Malays
or Malaynefe, brought from the country
of Malacca, and the iflands to the cafta
ward of India, fubjet o the Dutch com-:

pany.
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pany. Thele laves differ from the others
in the fatnefs of their faces, the length
of their ecyes, and the diftance of the
eyes from each other ; they are likewife
lefs black, but more of a pale yellow.
This caft of people arc remarkable for the
violence of their paffions, and are to the
utmolt degree revengeful ; a melancholy
inftance of their violence has happened
lately.  One of them being offended with
his mafter, gave himfelf up to the fury
of his paffion, and as the term is, run
a muck, a thing which is not unifual,
The firit ftep he took was to intoxicate
himfelf with opium, then letting his long
hair loofe about him, he fallied out wich
a knife in his und, running Grait for-
ward, to ftab every man, woman, child,
or animal which he metwith. Fortunately,
only one perfon was killed before he was
taken; but the execution which followed,
was the moft cruel that could be invented
by the art of man: a lingering death
upon the rack, with the application of
burning inftruments in a manner too
fhocking to repear.

Fa2 LeT-
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Lerter XVIL

Cape of Good Hope, March 1765.
Have purpofely deferred giving you
any account of the natives of this
country, the Hottentots, till T could be
affured that the ftrange accounts I heard
of them were true; my eyes have con-
vinced me, that fome of them are, and
others 1 have from good authority.

They are by nature tolerably white,
and not unhandiome, but as foon as a
child is born, they rub it all over with oil,
and lay it in the fun; this they repeat till
it becomes brown : and always break the
infant’s nofe, fo that it lays clofe to its
face; as they grow up, they continue
conftantly to rubthemfelves with oil or
greafe, and by degrees become almoft a
jet black; this it feems they do 0
ftrengthen themfelves.

Their
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Their drefs is the fkins of beafts quite
undreffed, one they tie over their
fhoulders, and another round their wafte
by way of apron; their wrifts, ankles,
and waftes, are ornamented with glafs-
beads, bits of tobacco pipes, picces of
brafs, and fuch kind of trumpery, and
fometimes even the dried entrails of
beafts.

Their only riches is in cattle, and
their employment feeding them; except
the hunting of wild beafts, at which
they are exceedingly expert; the fkins
they conftantly bring to the town, and
barter with the' Dutch for trumpery
beads, &c. 8&c. or fpirituous liquors, of
which they are exceffively fond.

Drukennefs and gluttony are the vices
to which they are moft addited ; having
no moderation in either eating or drink-

. ing, but whenever it is in their power,
indulge themfelves in either to the greateft
excefs, dévouring as much at a meal, as

F3 would
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would be fufficient for days, feldom
leaving off while there is any thing left
to eat or drink : they then lay down in
their hovels till pinched again by hunger.

They have no fuperiority amongft
them but the chiefs which are chofen
when they makc war, which one. nation
of Hottentots often does againft ‘another,
‘though never againft the Dutch; but
thefe chiefs have no ditintion in their
manner of living, for they have not the
leaftidea of the grandeur, or what ali other
people efteem the neceffaries, of lifc.

It is a doubtful point whether they
have any notion of a deity, as nothing
like a religious ceremony is ever cbferved
amongft them: but moft of the Dutch
are of opinion that they worfhip the fun;
a very natural conjecture, for although
they appear hardly a degree above’ the
brute creation, ftill one mutt allow they
have the faculty of thinking, confequent-
ly muft attribute the earth, the fky, and
all about them, to fome fuperior power.

I h The
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The fun is the moft glorious obje@t we
behold, and the molt likely to infpire awe
and reverence into thofe who are not
informed, that it is only one, of the
many wonderful works of the Almighty. .

They have no books or letters of any
Kind, their language confifting chiefly in
figns, nodding the head, and an undiftin&
rattling in the throar.

The cuftom in regard to their old. peo-
ple is truly fhocking: whenever they
come to fuch an age as to be unable to
fupport themfelves, their relations convey
them to fome diftance, and let them ftarve
to death, In all other refpeds they are
the moft quiet inoffenfive people in the
world.

They fometimes become fervants to
.the Dutch, and bchave perfectly well ;
their honefty may be depended upon for
any thing but liquor, but they have all,
both men and women, fuch a ftrong na-
tural propenfity to intoxication, that it is
' 4 never
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never to be conquered : thofe who are
fervants alter cheir appearance, and drefs
like Qlaves, butfometimes return among
their own people, and to their own
. manners,

LerTer XVIIL

Pondicherry, June 1763,

HE fhip we came in ftopped at
Nagapatam, a Dutch fetclement

on the coait of Coromandel; this firft
fpecimen Lhad of india rather: furprifed
than picafed me ; I could not be recon-
ciled to the vaft numbers of black people
who flocked to the fhore on my firft ar-
rival; although I mult acknowledge,
that they were fo far from béing terrible
in their appearance, thatac firft fight I
believed them all to be women, from the
effeminacy both of their  perfons and
drefs, the long white jemmers and tur-
bands
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bands appear fo truly feminine to ftran-
gers.  Bucr the almolt ftark-nakecnefs
of the lowett clafs is fll more dilgufiing.

On our arrival, we found the place
in the greatet confufion, on _account
of the elopement of the Governor, who
bad juft made his efcape on Loard an
Englith veflel, in which he went to Ma-
¢rafs, and put himfclf under the protec-
tion of the Englith Governor there: he
was fcarcely miffed, when another Go-
vernor arrived from Batavia, with full
powers to fend his predeceffor there under
guard,  On finding he had Icft the place,
the Dutch had the barbarity to treat his
lady in the moft unkind manner, feized
the furniture of her houfe, and put her-
felf and children in prifon under firict
confinement,

Various were the opinions relative to
the merit or demerit of the late Governor,
but I fhall not trouble you with fuch unin.
terefting particulars, further than to ob-
ferve, that from this converfation 1 have

learned
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Jearned, that his fate is not an upcommon
one : and likewife, thatthe policy of the
Dutch company is as follows: whepever
a.Governor has acquired a great fortune,
they call him to account for the manner
ih which it has been raifed ; and it has
dlways been in their power to find fome
heavy charge againft their Governors
which merited punithment; but the rigid-
defs of juftice has always been foftened,
by aforfeiture of half, or two thirds of
the fortune.  Judge then, how much thefe
lovers of juftice mufl be mortified! thac
a delinquent fhould cfcape their hands
unpunithed,

The Dutch goverments in India are
notas the Englith, independent of each
other; but fubje& to the General of Ba-
tavia, to whom they are accountable; he
is perhaps the greateft and moft powerful
fubje&t in the world.

I am now writing from Pondicherry :
the ruinous {tatc of this once fine place,
fills my mind with a fort of pleafing me-

lanclioly ;
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choly; one fecls a kiph " of reverence
and pity for ruined _grandeur, even in
things inanimate : a fmall part of the pa-
lace remains ftanding, but not more than
two houfcsin the whole town, and thofe,
as well as the noble fortifications, in a
fhatered condition.

I cannot help figuring to myfelf the
fituation of its inhabitants during the
fiege, their property deftroyed, their
houfes laid wafte, widows bewailing the
lofs of their hufbands, and mothers of
their children!

But they had this confolation, that
when conquered, they fell into the hands
of a merciful encmy ; the Englith, ever
merciful as brave, never fhewed it more
than on this occafien. Private property
was as much as poffible fecured, .the
French families were received at Ma-
drafs, and treated with the greateft kind-
nefs.

They



76 ~LETTERs FROM THE

They enjoyed likewife another privi-
Jege, which they reccived from heaven;
I mean the conftitutional gayété de caur
peculiar to the French nation, by which
they foon forgot their loffes and their
gricfs, and the found of a fiddlc as
ufual fummoned them to the fprightly
dance.

LerTer XIX,

Madrafs, or Fort 8t. George, June 1765,

OU 'will congratulate me on being
Y at laft arrived in India, and im
an Englifh fectlement ; but it is-only for
a few days, I fhall then return again to the
flormy ocean : in the mean while I could
pot omit giving you fome litcle, though
imperfe& account it muft be, of thistown;
which it would be unpardonable to pafs
over without faying fomething in praife
of, as it is without exception the pretticlt
place
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place I ever faw. Madrafs is built en-
tircly by the Englith; it is ftrongly for-
tified ; and the walls and works, as well
as the barracks for the army, the ftore-
houfes, and every other public building,
are fo calculated as to be both converient,
4nd an addition to the beauty of the place.

The town is laid out in ftreets and
fquares; the houles ncat and pretty,
many of them large; in all the good
houfes the apattments are up fairs, and
all on one floor; the rooms are large
and very lofty; moft of the houfes are
built with a varendar, which is a terrace
on 2 level with the rooms in che ;tone,

.and fometimes in the back part of the
houfe, fupported by pillars below, and a
roof above fupported likewife by pillars,
with rails round to lean on. The vares-
dars give a handfome appearance to the
houfes on the out-fide, and are of greatufe,
keeping out the fun by day, andin the
evenings are cool and pleafant to fit in. Bue
what gives the greatelt elegance to the
houfes is a material peculiar to the place;

it
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it is a cement or plafter call'd channam,
made of the fhells of a very large fpecics
of oyfters found on this coaft; thefe fhells
when burnt, pounded, and mixed with
water, form the ftrongeft cement ima-
ginable : if it is to be ufed ‘as plafter,_
they mix it with whites of eggs, milk,
and fome other ingredients; when dry,
it is as hard, and very near as beautiful,
as marble; the rooms, ftair-cafes, &c.
are covered with it.

A fhort diftance from the town i¢ a
fmall elegant houfe and garden;’ where
the Nabdéb of Arcét fometimes refides ;
the heat of the climate admits of an
open airy ftile of building, which is
pleafing to the eye; a roof fupported
with pillars is more elegant than a wall
with windows and doors; befides, the.
rooms being unincumbered with chim-
niies, makes it more eafy to lay them out
in uniformity : the cook rooms are always
at fome dittance, and they have no f@-
vants apartments.

A little
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A little without the walls of Madrafs
is the black town, where are fhops of
all forts, and where all the menial fer-
vants belonging to the Englith refide 5
for they are fuch ftrict obfervers of their
religion, the tenets of which I thall
hereafter be better able to inform you
of, that they will neither eat nor drink,
and are even unwilling to fleep; in their
mafters houfes: and if it happens that
they are obliged to remain the whole-
twenty-four hours,” or more, wichout’
going home,. they falt rather than eat or’
drink with any but thofe of their own caft..

The Englith boatt much of a delights-
ful mount about ten miles diltant, where
the Governor and others have garden
houtes, which they fay are both cool and.
elecant.  But let not what I have faid
lead you to fuppofe, that any thing here:
is equal to the noble edifices in Eng-:
land ; I only mean, that there iS a neat-
nefsyand a uniform limplicity throughout
the whole of this town, which cannog
fail of being univerfally pleafing.

The.
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The mode of living, from the reli-
gion of their fervants, the heat of the
climate, and other circumftances, is fo
extraordinary, that I can fearcely believe
myfelf amongit Englith. people; | am
not at prefent qualified to give-you a
particular account of it: therefore, I
fhall only fay that they are expenfive in
horfes, ‘carriages, palengneens, and num-
bers of fervants; are fond of entertain-
ments, drefs, and pleafure ; fociable with
each ather, hofpitable and civil to ftran.

gers.

The heat here is exceflive, but.the cli-
mate for India is eficemed healthy, and
people frequently come here for the reco-
very of their health. from Bengal ; for the
foil is dry, and the benefic of the fea brecze,
which conftantly blows from between
twelve and one .at noon till the fame
time at night, is a great advantage: as
foon as the wind comes from the fea the
whole air is changed, and though hot,
lefs fo than before.~ The other twelve
hours it blows off the land.

The
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The night air is fo dry, that people
frequently flecp without any cover, on
the tops of their houfes, which are flat
roofed, and find no inconvenience
from it,

I am detained here by the tremen-
dous furf, which for thefe two days has
been mountains high: and it is extraor-
dinary, that on this coaft, even with
very little wind, the furf is often fo
high that no boat dares venture through
it: indeed it is always high enough to-be
frightful.

Till I have the pleafure to addrefs you
from Bengal,

I am, &c. &c.-
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LerTter XX.

Calcutta, Augsf 1764,
T length I have the fatisfaltion to
inform you of our arrival at Cal-
cutta. The voyage from Madras, fhort
as it is, is a ddngerous one; for the en-
trance to the mouth of the Ganges is a
very difficult piece of navigation, on
account of the many iflands, cut out by
tlie mumberlefs ‘branches of the river;
many of which branches are really great
rivers themfelves, and after fweeping
through and fertilizing the different parts
of feveral provinces, there difembogue
themfelves, with great force, and the
roaring noif¢ of many waters,

Befides there are a number of fand
banks, which, fromthe prodigious force
of the waters, change their fituation.
Therefore it is neceflary to have a pilot
well fkilled in the différent channels;

but
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but as fuch are not always to be had,
many fhips are thereby endangered, and
fometimes loft.

Lerter XXL

Calcutta, April 1566,
AST night, or rather early this
morning, we had for the firft time
fince my arrival, what is called a Norsb-
wefter, which are very frequent in the hot
feafon ; a Northwefier is a violent ftorm
of wind from that quarter, attended with
thunder, lightning, and rain: the loud-
nefs of the thunder, the terrible flathes
of lightning, the roaring of the wind,,
which carries all before it, and the de-
luge of rain, are altogether tremendous :
it appeared as if evéry crack of thunder
muft tear the roof of the houfe I was in
from end to end.

Gz The
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The tempeft being fpent, was fuc-
eceded by the azure morn, and the radi-
ant fun; which, tempered by the coolnefs
of the earth, formed fome hours of the
moft delightful climate that can be ima-
gined, but was too foon followed by excef-
five heat, for after every Northwefter the
heat fenfibly increafes till the rains com-
mence. Every one now begins to'look
forward to that feafon, withing it was
come.

The baneful influence of the fun is
a melancholy reflection ; the number of
fudden deaths amongft the Englifh, and
the caution they are obliged to ufe to
‘preferve life, makes this feafon very un.
comfortable ; and when it happens, as it
fometimes does, that the rains are late
before they fet in, the mortality exceeds
belief.

The illnefs of which moft people die,
3 what is called here, a Pucker fever,
which
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which frequently carries a perfon off in
a few hours ; the phyficians efteem it the
highelt degree of putridity. But fome
have more lingering illnefs, fuch as bile
in the ftomach, which indeed is a difor-
der very few are entircly exempr from
in thefe cafes: the intenfe heat relaxes
the coats of the ftomach {o as to prevent
digeftion, which occafions much illnefs,
and oft-times death.

Itis frequently faid, though very un-
Jjultly, that this climate ncver kills the
Englith ladies; and, indeed, it muft be
allowed, that women do not fo often die
of violent fevers as men, which is no
wonder, as we live more temperately,
and expofe ourfelves lefs in'the heat of
the day ; and perhaps, the tendernefs of
our conftitutions fometimes prevents the
violence of the diforder, and occafions a
lingering, initead of a fudden, death
But moft Englith women labogiunder the
oppreflion of weak nerves, flow fevers,
and bile : the diforders I have mentioned,
and the continual perfpiration, foon de-

' G3 ftroys



86 LETTERS FRrOM THE

ftroys the rofes on the cheeks of the
young and beautiful, and gives them 3
pale yellow complexion,

I fat down to give you an account of
the weather and climate, which infen-
fibly led me to the .confequences of it:
every thing but cold is in extremes here,
the heat is intenfe, the rains floods, the
winds hurricanes, and the hailftones I
dare not tell you how large, left you
-fhould think I take the licence of a tra-
wveller. But what I always behold with
reverence and awe, and at the fame time
-with pleafure, is the lightning ; not an
evening pafles without it; it is not that
offenfive glare of light I have been ufed
to fee, but a beautiful fire, which plays
-amongft the clouds, and paffes from one
jpart -of the heavens to another; in every
diredtion, and in every variety of vibra-
1100

-

%..

L% 1.
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Lerrer XXIL

Matte Jill, Seprember 1766.
S the rains were not quite over when
A we fet out from Calcutta on the
firlt of September, our progrefs up the
river was exceedingly flow; we were a
fortnight getting to Coffumbuzar, where
we fpent a few days: at Coffumbuzar is
an Englith fattory, where a vaft quan-
tity of raw filk is prepared, a great vari-
ety of picce filk and handkerchicfs are
made, befides ftockings, gloves, and
other articles; the ftockings, gloves,
&ec. are all knit by men.

The company’s fervants are fond of
being appointed to thefe ous fetle-
ments, becaufe it is more advantageous
than the appoinrments at Calcutta;
otherwife perhaps not fo agreeable, as
there are fometimes but three or four
Englith amidtt a number of black peo-
ple. )

G 4 Jutt
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Juft above Caflambuzar is # Afoss
1 Gill, or the lake of Pearl, one of the
prettieft of the Mahomedan palaces, and
is now the habitation of the Englith refi-
dentat the Dardar : the fpot has its name
from alake of clear water, which fur-
rounds it on every fide, except one fmall
entrance; it was made by a former
Nabéb of Muxadabid. 1In cafe of war,
this was a place of fecurity for his wives
and children to retire to.

The buildings arc in the ftile of the
country, along the middle of the ground
at certain diftances, are different. fers of
apartments, moft of the rooms are fmall
and dark ; but what I moft difapprove of,
is the ufelefs expence they have been
at for walls, for from every fet of
apartments, are extended two long heavy
walls, which reach on cach fide to the
water’s edge ; this is the tafte in moft of
their palaces 5 the walls do not anfwer
the purpofe of our garden walls in F ng-

. * Motté, Pearl, + Gill, a Lake,
land
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land (for they plant no fruit trees againft
them) nor any other purpofe that I can
conceive, but to divide the gardens into
fmaller parts, and by that means leflea
the beauty, and increafe the hear.

: The moft plealing amongft their build-
ings are thofe in the open ftile, apart-
ments which are not furrounded with a
wall, but the roofs fupported with dou-
ble and triple rows of light pillars,
which have a very eleganteffe.

We may eafily fuppofe, that the Nabib
who expended fuch great fums of money
to build, to plant, and to dig that im-
menfe lake, little forefaw that it fhould
ever become a place of refidence for an
Englith Chief, to be embellithed and al-
tered according to his tafte, to be defiled

by Chriftians, or contaminated by fwine’s
fleth.

Much lefs could he forefee that his
fucceflors on the Mufiud fhould be
ohliged to court thefe Chiefs, that they

fhould
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fhould hold the Subahfhip only as a gift
from the Englith, and be by them main-
tained in all the pageantry, without any
of the power of royalty.

Immediately above Motté Gill is
® Muzadabid, the prefent capital of the
three provinces, a vile dirty place: the
‘palaces of the Nabéb, and houfes of the
great people, are built of ftone, with more
expence than tafte : thofe of the common
herd, of ftraw and bamboou, fo low that
it is difficult to ftand upright in them. In
this city refide fome of the richeft mer-
chants in the world.

Lerrter XXIIIL

Mongheir, OF. 1766.

Roceeding up the river, we arrived at
Mongheir, which is a very large

fort, and many good buildings in it in
* TheAbad, or City of Muxad, '

. the
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the Indian file, but the fortifications
are a good deal fallen to decay; and as
it now ferves gs quarters for a part
of the Englifh army, it undergoes daily
alterations.

The country about it is remarkably fer-
tile, beautiful, and healthy. About two
miles diftant is a houfe on the top of a
very high hill, which commands a vaft
extent of country, with every thing that
can form a romantic and delightful prof-
pet. On one fide, the Ganges, with
the near and dittant rocks ; on the other,
the fort, numberlefs hills and valleys,
with woods, villages, corn-fields, and
gardens; fingle houfes and mofques fcat-
tered here and there; clephants, buffalos,
camels, and all kinds of cattle, which,
with the people, form a moving land-
fcape of great variety, in miniature.

This is adelightful retreat for the com-
manding officer of the troops; if a breath
of air blows from the heavens, one muft
feel it here.

6 * Lk
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LerTeEr XXIV.
Patna, Nevember, 1766,

E found it extremely tedious, and

were almoft a month from Caf-

fambuzar to Monghier, and to Patna ten
days.

The mecthod of travelling by water is
fo fingular, that I muft give you fome
account of it.

Juft before the rains fet in, which is
about the middle of July, the waters of
the Ganges begin toincreafe, occafioned
by the foow on the tops of the hills
from whence the river iffues (near thir-
tecn hundred miles from the fea) being
melted by the fun; as foon as the rains
commence it hourly increafes, pouring
with the moft impetuous velocity, and
the river has the appearance of a fea.
And in fome parts, where there happen
g0 be rocks, or very high hills on each

fide
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fide pretty near the river, the water being
there pent up, it rifes to a prodigious
height ; and the current is fo ftrong and
rapid that it is hardly poffible for any
boat to ftem it. ’

After about two months, when the
violence of the rain begins to fubfide,
the water falls almoft as fuddenly as it
arofe; and that which was of late one
entire fheet of water, except perhaps
fome tops of trees, now appears to be
a fertile country, covered with woods,
corn-ficlds, and other plantations ; and the
different arms which the river branches
into, form many little iflands, {which in
the rainy feafon onc has no idea of.

Some of thofe little iflands produce
three and four crops yearly; rice, which
grows only when it is covered with water;
after that, corn; then water-melons,
&,

The progrefs up the Ganges is fo ex-
ceedingly flow, that the voyage from
Calcursa
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Calcutta to Allahabdd takes near three
months to perform it io; at the fame
time that it is common to go from Alla-
habid to Calcutta in twenty days. Whea
a boat comes down the river it takes
the middle of the rapid ftream, which
carries it down without the help of oars.
or fail; bug it is extremely dangerous,
on account of the many tarnings, which
yequire & dextrous management; and
likewife froms the many fmaller: arms,
which difcharge themfelves into the great
river, and caufe fuch an eddy . from
the meeting of two or three currents,
that the largeft budgereo cannos ftand it,
but -is whirled round and round like a
millfail, and fometimes overfet; by
which misfortune many Eoropean lives
have Leen loft; as to the black people,
they generally fwim fo well as to efcape
to the thore.

A budgeroo is not much unlike a city
barge; the covered part generally divided
into two pretty good rooms, and an open.

’ warander,
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qarander, carrying from ten to twenty
oars, and as many men, called dandys; the
mafter, who fteers, is called a farang. - -

Thefe fellows are very dextrous in
their way, aud feem to have the -pro-
perty of fithes; at leaft I muft look upon
them as amphibious animalsy for the wa-
ter appears to be as much their element:
as theland : in the paffage up the river
they moftly tow; but wheén they come
to a creek, of which there are many
very broad, they faften the rope round
their waltes, and, throwing themfelves:
from the land, which is often very high,
fwim acrofs, dragging the badgeroo after
them. '

When the fqualls of wind and rain come
on, if they can find no place to lay by,
they jump iato the river, and hang with
their hands upon the edge of the boat, .
to keep it fteady, with juft their mquths
above the water; in this manner they
continue till the fquall is over. The

work
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work of towing, or, as it is called, track-
ing, is fometimes exceedingly laborious ;*
for the banks, which, when the river is
lowered, are the height of a houfe at
leaft above the water, are fo foftened
by the rains, that the dandies fink mid-
leg at every ftep they take; frequently
large pieces of the banks give way, and
by their fall boats are funk or over-

Sometimes they row; then it is they
feem to enjoy themfelves, finging all
together, with great vehemence, fome
fongs peculiar to their employment.

A family has frequently two budgeroos
befides boats; one of the boats is- for
cookery, the others for fervants, provi-
fions, furniture, and other neceflaries ;
for whenever people remove from one
place to another, they are obliged to
carry all thefe things with them, even
palenqueens, carriages, and horfes, fo
that the troop of attendants of every kind
amounts to a great number of people.

4. When
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‘When one choofes to dine, &c. the
dudgeroo is ftopped, and the boats which
are wanted come round it, and thedinner is
ferved with as much order as on fhore;
it 1s furprifing how they can cook half a
dozen or more dithes, in a boat only
defended from the air by .a tilt made of
mats.

Except in the fqualls, which are frequent
in the rainy feafon, it is a moft eafy me-
thod of travelling, and, when a party of
budgeroos go together, very agreeable.

“When the budgeroos ftop at night, the
dandies make their fires on the fhore, each
caft by themfelves, and boil their rice,
which is all they live upon.
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Lerter XXV,

Patza, Nov. 1966,

Ravelling by land is very inconve-

nient, and on account of the pum-

ber of attendarits very expenfive ; for as

there are no carriage roads, the only me-
‘thod is in palenqueens. - -

Thercionc it is neceﬂ'ary, befose any
perfon fets out.ona Joumcy., t9 have re
lief of bearers’ laid at certain diftances;
which is‘done by giving notice o an’ of-
“ficer for that' purpafe, who {ends ordess
20 all the fouzdars, which are governers
of diftri&ts, and are anfwerable for the
behaviour of the peoplc they provide.

Thcrc are no ‘ians upon the road, or

v chqr convenient places to ftop at ; there-
fore it is meceffary to have two fets of

tents, that the one fet may be advancing

for the rc"cpuon of the travellers, while

2 thev
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they repole themfelves in the others, As
the journies by land are moftly made in
the hot feafon when the rivers are dry,
they generally travel by night, andlay by
in the heat of the day.

Le TTER XXVI

Bockapoor, March 1767.
Ockapoor is a pleafant village on the
banks of the Ganges, about three
miles above Patna; in it at prefent are
cantonments for about a third part of the
Englith army : thefe temporary canton-
ments are {mall houfes called bungaloes,
made of ftraw and bamboo. About four
miles farther up the river, at a place
called Dinapoor, the company is carrying
on a confiderable building, which is to
contain barracks and accommodations
for the troops, and to be the head quar-
ters in this province.
H: Patna,
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Patna, the capital of the province of
Babar, is a very large fortificd town,
built clofe on the banks of the Ganges,
the town and fuburbs not lefs than five
miles in length ; but the breadth is in no
proportion, being in fome parts not moré
than a fingle ftreer; for .in this climate
every one is defirous of being near the
river. There is a fort and many large
ftone buildings in the Indian ftile ; but
the greateft part of the town is compofed
of ftraw huts, which make a miferable
appearance. The ftreets are moftly ex-
tremely narrow, and as ndne of them are
paved, the town is intolerably dirty in
the rainy feafon, and dufty in the dry.

Patna is a place of very great traffic.
The Englith company have one of their
moft confiderable fattories there, where
they catry on a great trade in falt-petre,
befides opium, falt, bettlenut,and tobacco,
which are the chief branches of commerce
in this part of the country.

5 5 The
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The French "and Dutch have likewife
faQories there.

" Carpets are manufactured in the place,
and a coarfe fort of painted callicos, fi-
gured table-linen, and fome very ordi-
nary wrought mullins.  Pasna is famous
for # bookers which are faid to be made
better here than in any part of India, par-
ticularly the part called the cbillim, or
the cover for the fire; fome of them are
copper inlaid with filver, of moft curious
workmanthip. They have various other
trades, for fuch manufattories as are
ufetul in the country. ’

The houfes being buile of ftraw is the
caufe of frequent fires in the towns, par-
ticularly in the cold feafon, for then the
people make a little fire in their huts to
warm themfclves by ; and from their na-
tural heavinefs *they fall afleep near i,
which often cofts not only theirown lives,
but many others : and this calamity feems
more peculiar to Patna than any other

* The Indian fmoaking-pipc. .
Hiz place,
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place, for fires have not only happened
there oftener, but with greater violence.

" Inalatefire, a great number of Ma-
homedans retired to a mofque, fuperfti-
tioufly believing that it would be an afy-
lum from the flames ; but- the unhappy
vi&ims did not find it fo, for although
the mofque, which was of ftone, did not
blaze, it heated to fuch a degree, that
the poor creatures were fcorched to
death. -

A Mahomedan of fome rank who re-
fides in the town being abfent for the day,
had cthe misfortune to have his * zansmnabh
bumned, wherein were his women and
children to the number of twenty perfons:
the women knew their danger, but, cither
dreading . the jealous rage of their huf-
bands, or the difgrace of being expofed-
in public, did not attempt to make their
efcape, and perithed. - .

The Englith factory was burned down,
and may fuffered in their effe@®s: as to
* The wo Serali

r ¢ d )

the



East Inpiesy &e. 103

the black people, the deftruétion was
t to their houfes and their goods, and
feveral hundreds of them loft their lives,

All this calamity feems to give them
no caution to-guard againft the like in
future, for ftill fires are conftantly break-
ing out; and when they find themfelves
furrounded by the flames, they are
fo overpowered by the diftrefs it accafions,
that they ftand looking on each other
with terror and aftonifhment, and _are fo
far from taking any pains to prevent the
fire from fpreading, that many of them
are not able to remove themfelves or their
children from the danger.

The country around Patna is flat and
open, adry foil and tolerably heslthy ;
but the heat is great, and the hot winds
particularly difagreeable, coming for fome
hundred miles over a country, the greateft
part of whith is burning fand, it increafes
in heat as it paffes, bringing along - im-
menfe clouds of duft.

H 4 Ler-
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LerTer XXVIL ¢
: MM]W&’767

S I have already given you. an
A -account of the ‘method of travel-
ling by water, my voyage from Patwa'to
this place can afford” you fio " entertaifi-
ment. ' The only confiderable city on’the
way is Bénaras, in the province of that
name.. ‘This province is governed by‘a
Hindoo ‘réjab, formerly ‘tributary to the
emperor, but now to the ‘fubadar’ Sujab
Ul Dowlet ; and, as is ufual in fuch dif-
tri@ts as are governed by rdjabs, is. peo-
pled almoft entirely by Hindyos. )

Theé city of Benaras is the famous
feat of "Eaftern learning and fcience,
where particularly the Sanerit language,
and the principles of the Hindoo Reli-
gion, are taught to children of the

Brabmin
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Brabmin wibe. . Peace reigns in their
tcrntoncs. even animal blood is not
thed. . The pricfts, who are.very, nume-
rous, are fupported in cafe and plenty;
the reft. of the people are moftly manu-
fa&turers, fuch as weavers; . .

The road, for a. confiderable diftance
before you cnter into Benaras, is through
long avenues of lofty trees, planted there
as a fhade to travelers, from the incle-
ment heat. Spacious ® tanks lined with
ftone, and defcended into by ftone fteps,
are made’ on the road: fide; where tra-
velers may refrefh themfelves by bathing,
or drinking the water,

Many of the houfes are covered with
red tiles, a peculiarity which gives Benaras
more the appearance of an European
city than any I have feen in India; for

® Large ponds, of which there are many n\l
over Indm, always called by Europeans fasks; the
name given them by the Portugucte.

m
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in general they are flat-roofed, and cg-
vered with ftone, or channam; in other
fefpetts, the houfes are pretty much in
the tafte of thofe built by the Miffuimen 3
the flreets are not -pavedj and, like
many other towns and villages in India,
great part of it is in ruins ; whole ftreets,
with only the walls, or part of the walls

ofhoufcs,remmmg.

LzrTer XXVIIL
Allababad, Yune 1767,

N order to give you fome account of
the Inhabitadts of Hindoflan, . it is
neceffary to divide them, fo as to fpeak
of each people féparately ; for a general
defcription ean convey no. juft idea,
where there is fuch a variety in religion,
_cuftoms, and manners.

The
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The diftinftions I mean are; Hindios,
Mahomedans, and Chriftians; éach of
thefe are again divided, particulariy the
firft, into different tribes ; or, according
to the Indian term, cafts innumerable.

The Hindoos, or, as they have bees
called when we were lefs acquainted
with this country, Gentoos, are the ori-
ginal matives, and the people from whom
the country derives its name.  k is faid,
that the people were termed Hindoos by
their neighbonrs from the river Fndus ;
and from them the whole country which
they inhabited obtained the name of

Hindoftan, the Stam, or coungry of the
Hindoos.

Others affcrt, that the river, as well
as country, firft obtained its name from
the people, who fuperflitioufly believed
them(cives defcended from the moon;
which, in the Senferit language, was
called Hindoo.

2 The
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. The Tndians ‘date their: chronology
numberlefs ages before the: creation of
the world:; - but, without paying any
atteption to their fabulous dnd improba-
ble ftories; of ;antient . times, we have
fufficient proof of the very great anti-
quity of their mation and religion.. |

., According to their hiftories, . an #irdoo
emperor, named Kirfhan, reigned two
thoufand years before the Chriftian zra ;
whofc pofterity continued on the throne
near, fiftcen hundred years;: at  which
time. the country was governed by an
emperor of the name' of Murage, who
was contgmpory with a great king of the
Turcomans, called Guflas, undoubtedly
the fame Gufla/p, fo celcbrated -amongft
the Perfians, in whofe time Zorogfter firlt
fpread the Magian religion in Perfia,

According to fome accounts, the whole
country continued under the government
of one emperor till the year-after Chrift

580;
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580 ; at which period, asall things are
liable to change, the empire was broken
into a variety of independent diftrics,
each governed by a diftinét prince, called
a Rdjab. This fituation of affairs gave
an opportunity to their Mahomedan
neighbors to invade the country.

Their lawgiver was Brabma, who

they fay was the moft perfe&t and holy
man that ever lived.

Amongft other legendary accounts of-
their prophet, they fay, that he left a
book of written laws behind him, which
was loft ; but the Brabmins compofed
others, called the Shaftab, written in the
Sanferit, a dead language, known to’
none but the Brabmins, and not to all of
them; there are fchools in the country,
where this language is taught to children
of .the Brabmin tribes only.

But
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But fome of the moft enlightened
amongft the Brabmins affert, that there,
never was any fuch perfon as Brabma;
but that the Sheffab was compofed by the
learned of the carly ages, and the laws
of Brahma fignify the laws of wifdom.

In all their accounts of antient times
the truths are fo blended with fables, that
it extremely difficult to diftinguith the
one from the other ; however, whether
their firft priet or prophet was named
Brabma or not, it is certain that the
Sbafab, the books which contain ail
their laws, both religious and civil, and,
according . to fome accounts, all their
Jearning, and fcience, was compofed by
the Brabmins, and in the early ages.

The whole country was divided into
four great tribes, or caffs ; the firft are
the Brabmins or priclts, whom they hold
in great veneration ; thefe arc again di-
vided, the firft in rank are called Gofeyns ¢
there arc likewife many other different

ranks
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ranks or cafts of Brabmins, who never
marry, eat, or drink, with any but thofe
of their own caf?.

The next great divifion is the foldier
caff : the third comprehends merchants
of all kinds and trades : the fourth, all
fervants and labourers.

But each of thefe four are divided into
a number of cafls; almoft every trade
and profeflion is a diftin& one, which
they muft continue in from generation to
gcncration; the fon of a weaver muft be
aweaver; the fon of a fhoe-maker muft
‘be of the fame occupation, and his
dayghter muft marry none but of the
fame ; nor muft they ever eat or drink
with any but thofe of their own caff.

If any Hindoo, man. or woman, ever
breaks through thefe rules, fuch a per-
fon, as the term is, has /0% ca/?, and can
never be received again into their own,

or
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or any other, tribe of Hindoos ; ; ﬁut go
among(t a.people I thall hereaﬁcr‘ havd‘
occafion to mention.

The lofs of caff is dreaded more than
the lofs of life; therefore thefe rules
have been obferved with fiich éxaltnefs,
that the higheft and lower caffs ‘may
be diftinguithed from cach other by their
features, complexion, and turn of coun-
tenance.

There are faid to be ftill, in different
parts of Hindoflan, families of the Brah-
min caft; who, in all the revolutions of
the empire, have remained retired, living
up to. the purity of the antient religion,
or the laws of Brabma, without any mix-
ture of modern fuperftition, well verfed
in all the antient philofophy.

But thefe, I believe, are cafier to be
talked of than met with; for it often
appears, that thefe rctlrcd perfons, who
have all’ the folemnity of wifdom, are

found,
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found, upon a better knowledge, to be
mere fuperficial pretenders.

LerTter XXIX.

Allababad, Fuly 1767

OWEVER pure the fyftem of re-
H ligion might originally be, it is
certain the Hindoos have no reafon, at
prefent, to boaft; for the whole of it, at
this time, confifts in abfurd unaccoun-
table ceremonics, which the people do
not underfland the meaning of;; nor, [

may venture to fay, do many of the Brab-
mins themfelves.

The number of holidays their religion
commands, engrofs at leaft one third
Part of their time: thefe days are either
feafts or fafts, devoted to fome or other
of their gods, of ‘whom they tell the

I moft
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moft ridiculous ftories: there is not a
god amongft them but fome-how or
other has fignalized himfelf on fome day,
which is kept in remembrance of him:
many of them, according to their ac-
counts, have defcended on earth on par-
ticular occafions.

1t is obfervable, that in all tranflations
from Eaftern manufcripts, both antient
and modern, the expreflions are figura-
tive : the Shaflab is quite in this flile;
the power, wifdom, goodnefs, and other
arttributes of the Almighty are emble-
matically defcribed; the Almighty is re-
prefented with many heads, many hands,
many cyes ; wifdom is depifted in the
figure of a fnake ; and, in fhort, .almoft
the whole clafs of animals is taken in to
reprefent fome or other of his atti-
butes.

Thefe emblematical figures have fur-
nifhed them with a fet of inferior gods;
and,
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and, through a long courfe of time, the
extreme ignorance and credulity of the
people, and the Brabmins keeping the
knowledge of the Sbaflab entirely to
themfclves, are become the effential parts
of their worthip; and taken, not in a figu-
rative, but a real fenfe.

They believe, that the god whom they
worhip, is the god of the Hindoos, of
the Muffiimen, and of the Chriftians;™
but that it pleafes him to be worfhiped
different ways; that no one muft change
his religion, therefore it is a fundamental
part of theirs, that no perfon can be-
come a Hindoo but thofe who are born
fuch.

Whether Pythagoras learned any of
his opinions from the Brabmins, is, at
this diftance of time, difficult to deter-
minc; but it is certain that the Hindoos
have fimilar opinions concerning the
tranfmigration of fouls 3 for which rea-

Iz fon,
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fon, they never eat of any thing which
has. had life, or ever put any infedts,
not even thofe of venomous natures, to
death.  The effcét of this is feen all over
the country, particularly in Benaras, a
province where only Hindoos refide; the
animals are fo unufed to fear the hand
of man, that birds of all forts will walk
into the rooms, alight on the tables
swhere prople are at mcals, and feed out
of their hands.

The approach of death is by no means
terrible to the Hindoos, as the foul is im-
‘mcdnatcly to pafs into fome other animal.
N vcrthclcfs, they have an idea of what
we call heaven, where the fouls of the
virtuous are to be received by the Al-
mighty, after they have gone through
an infinite number of tranfmigrations.

The beaft they have the greateft vene-
ration for, and are faid to worthip, is
the cow; thefe they chenﬂl and guard

: with
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with particular care, 1If they can redeem
a cow, a bull, or a calf, which is dooimed
to be flain by Mahomed ' ns or Chriflians,
it is a meritorious act; and this is not
unfrequently done.

It would be a vain attempt to enu-
merate all their fuperflitious opinions
and ccremonies. In fome of the fafts
they undergo great punithments of
their own infliting, beating themfelves:
with rods of iron, and hanging extended
in the air by the fleth of their backs
upon iron hooks : but the fuperior cafls
of people ncither put themfelves to
thefe tortures, or join in the proceffjons,
which have all the appearance of a mad
rabble running in crouds along the
ftreets, their faces disfigured with marks
of channam, or red powder, which they
throw over each other as a fort of com-
pliment or bleffing.

I3 The
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The Brabmins pradtife incredible- au-
fterities in matters of no importance; at
Benaras is one who is revered almoft as
a god, for keeping a vow he had made
many years fince, never to fit or lay
dawn, but to ftand, with his arms ex-
tended above his head; it is not known
that he has broke through it. This is
one inftance, amonglt many others of
fimilar kinds, and of equal ufe to fo-
ciety. It would fill a volume, was I to
recount a hundredth part of the variety
of punithments and tortures the Brabe
mjns condemn themfelves to.

Lzr-
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Lerter XXX.
Allababad, Fuk 1767,

HE great virtne of the Hindoos is

their extenfive charity : the Brab-
mins inculcate, with the utmoft zecal, the
neceflity of building and endowing pago-
das (where themfelves are maintained in
cafe and plenty), feeding the hungry,
relieving the poor, and providing againft
the diftrefles of their fellow-creatures,
whether of their own religion or ftran-
gers.

They are fimple, and temperate in
their diet; the common people live
chiefly upon rice; their fuperiors have
the addition of ¥ gee, milk, fweet-meats,
&c. ; it is furprifing to think how little

® Gee, made of milk, generally that of buffaloes,
almoft to the confiftence of butter, but will keep
much longer.

14 their
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their ufual expence is, bue ftill they
are not without extravagance, for al-
though they live in this abftemious man-
ner, they fpend vaft fums of money in
% tamafbes : this they do on the marriage
of their children, or in honour of their
gods; all ranks of people have tamafhes,
according to their different abilities ; the
.money fpent in them is in lights (for
they illuminate the houfes in the infide),
ornaments, mufic, dancers, and per-
fumes.

. They are mild and inoffenfive in their
manners, even to timidity, and a daf
tardly fubmiffion to fuperiors : this is the
charateriftic of the generality of the
Hindoos : but the fighting cafts, the prin-
cipal of which are the Rajapoots and
Mabrattars, arc an exception to this
rule; the lalt of thefe are a bold, hardy
nation ; and the moft formidable of any
now in Hindoflon.

* Famaftes, all kinds of fhews, entertainments,
or proceffions.

The
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The Mabrattors fight chicfly on horfe-
back, and cvery man finds his own
horfe: befides the frequent incurfions
they have made into different parts of
the country, under various pretences, on
their own account; armies of them
fometimes cnter into the fervice of the
Mahomedan powers. Notwithftanding the
pay they are promifed by thefe powers,
and perhaps fometimes reccive, their
chief aim is plunder; therefore when
two armies are engaged, they pour upon
the rear of the enemy, among(t the
women and baggage, where they caufe
great confulion, and leave nothing be-
hind them which they can poflibly carry
off.

They are formidable encmies, but un-
fteady friends ; as they follow the con-
ftant maxim of all black powers, chang-
ing fides as the face of affairs alters, and
never keep to any engagement they enter

into
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into if they find it more convenient to
break it

They are excellent horfemen; and
curious in their breed of horfes, which
are much valued all over India, asbeiog
uncommonly hardy and very fwift,

The Mabrattors, though Hindoos, dif-
fer from the other nations in Hindoftin,
in many material points, and appear to
be quite another people; their country
is near our fettlement of Bombay, on the
coaft of Malabir, but they are fcanered
acrofs the peninfula almoft 10 the coaft
of Coromandél. A

The Hindoos never bury their dead ;
thofe whofe friends can afford the ex-
pence are burned ; others are thrown
into the neareft river; and it is not un-
common for them, when very near their
end, to be, by their own defire, carried
and laid ac the water’s edge, efpecially

if
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if the river has any facred charalter in
the hiftory of their religion, that, when
they expire, their bodies may be wathed
away by the tide. It fometimes happens
that the poor creatures lay in this flate a
day or two ; but the apprehenfion they
are ulider of not being thrown into the
river, or their dead bodies being tonched-
by any but thofc of their own caff, makes
them readily undergo this punifh-
ment. 2

There is a particular caf v-ho always
carry tieir dying parents and relations to
the water’s edge, and fill their months,
cars, and nofes, with mud, and then
lcave them to their fate,

Lxz1-
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Lerter XXXIL

Allababad, Fuly 1767.
HE Hindoo women we can know
little of, as none but the very
loweft are vifible : they are almolt in their
infancy married by the care of their pa-
rents to fome of their own caff. Every Hin-
doo is obliged to marry once: and poly-
gamy is allowed, buz there is generally one
wife who is held as fuperior to the reft.
‘The women have no educationgiven them,
they live retired in the zamannabs, and
amufe themfelves with each other, fmoak-
ing the booker, bathing, and fecing their
fervants dance.

There is one well-known circumftance
relative to thefc women, which is the moft
extraordinaryand altonithing cuftominthe
world; I mean their burning themfelves
with the dead bodies of their hufbands :
this cuftom is not at prefent fo frequent as
formerly, they cannot burn without per-
miffion from the Nabéb of the province,

: and
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and it is much to be hoped, that the -
Englith will in future prevent thofe Na-
bébs we are in alliance with, from giving
any fuch permiffion, but there has been
within a very fhort time at leaft one in-
ftance,

I have endcavoured to find out what
could give rife (if you’ll permit me the
expreflion) to fuch a barbarous exertion
of virtue; but it is difficult to find out
the caufe of inftitutions of fo antient
a date, thereforc I do not depend on
cither of the following reafons, although
they have each their advocates, who in-
fift ftrongly that their opinion is the right
one.

The firtt is, that it was fo common
for women to poifon their hufbands, that
this inftitution. was neceflary to pre-
vent it.

The other is, that the Brabmins, to
promote their own intereft, firft per-
fuadcd the women that it was for the ever-

latting
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lating good of their families; that their
fouls would not enter into any groveling
infe@ls, but animate a cow, or fome fuch
noble animal, and that their term of pur-
gation would be fhortened, and they would
have the fewer tranfmigrations to go-
through, before they become pure enough
to be received by the Almighty in Hea-
ven. .

~ Wharever may be the caufe, it is how-
ever certain, that the Brabmins greatly
encourage this pratice, and that they re-
ceive great benefits from it ; for the wos
man, when fhe is brought out to facrifice
herfelf, is drefled with all her jewels,
which are often of confiderable value;
when the pile is prepared, and the woman
has taken leave of her friends, fhe throws
all'her ornaments from her, which the
priefts take for themfelves.

It is faid, that the ftri@ rule of cafis is
on this occafion fometimes difpenfed with;
and the daughter of a mother who has

bugned,
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burned, may be married to a man of a
higher rank.

I cannot myfelf fubferibe to the firft
opinion of the caufe of this euftom, be-
caufe they have many of them more than
one wife, and only one is permitted the
honour of burning,

No people in the world have firicer
notions of the honour of their women, par-
ticularly thofe of the higher cafs. If
any one has an improper connexion, fuch
a woman has not only loft her caff, but
it isan indelible ftain upon the honour of
her family: and in cale of an elopement,
it has been known that the girl has been
purfued and recovered by her parents,
who have put her immediately to death,*
to expiate, by her blood, part of the dif-
grace fhe has brought upon them.

Neverthelefs, the retirement of the wo-
men does not appear to be a part of the
religion, or caufed by the jealoufy of the
men, fo much as an idea of delicacy

2 and
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and dignity, in concealing themfelves
from vulgar eyes.

Lerter XXXIL

) . Allababad, Fuly 1767,
TH E tribe of Hindoos the Englith
’ have moft connexion with, and
are obliged to put moft confidence in,
are in the third great divifion; called
Banians, who are a kind of merchants, or
rather brokers in every kind of mer-
chandize. Every European both civil
and military, who has eicher trade, or
troops under him to pay, is obliged to
‘have one of them in his fervice, who isa
fortof fteward : one of them is likewife
neceffary at the head of every family, to
hire and pay the fervants, ‘and purchafe
whatever i s wanting, for nothing can be
bought or fold without them.

They
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‘They are exceedingly indolent; crafty,,
and artful to an aftonithing degree; and
fhew in all their dealings the moft defpica-
ble low cunning, which makes them
not to be depended upon for any thing :
they have not only a fecret premium out
of whatever they pay to fervants, tradef-
people, &c. but keep them out of their
money long afterthe mafter fuppofes they
have been paid.

They are the moft tedious people in the
world, for befides the holidays, which
they will on no account break through,
they have a method of putting every
thing off till to-morrow: when it is
found out, as it often is, that they have
told an untruth, they have no fhame for
ir, but immediately tell another and ano-
ther; nothing can hurry them, nothing
can difcompofe or put them out of coun-
tenance, nothing can make them angry;
provided their gains are fure, the mafter
may fret to find his bufinefs go on flowly,
may abufe them for want of honefty, may
argue with them for their ingratitude,

K may
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may. convi& them of falthood and double-
deal‘mg, it fignifies nothing; the fame
mild and placid countenance remains,
wnihout the leaft fymptom of fear, anger,
or (hame

Thofc who are concerned with us
vfually fpeak pretty tolerable Englith,
they are many of them worth large fums
of money, and frequently lend a great
deal to their mafters, moftly at the intereft
of nine or ten. per ceat,

By belng in the fervice of an Engh(h
gentleman, particularly if he has any
confiderable rank or cmployment in the
company’s fervice, they have great ad-
vantages, not only from all his concerns,
‘out of which they have a profit, but it
“enables them to carry on their own with
the greater fecurity ; befides  their
wages, which, according to their mafter’s
firuation and their own importance, iz
from a hundred to ten rupees a month,
they are many of them of confe-
quence amangft their own people, keep
' a pa-
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a palenqueen, horfes, and a number of
fervants. .

Thofe who a&t in that capacity to a
Governor or Commander in Chief, pre-
tend to a fuperior rank, and take the
title of Duan inftead of Banian. —

LerTer XXXIIL

Allahabid, Fuly 1767,

HE temples of the Hindoos are
called pagedas, they are generally

fquare high buildings of brick or - ftone,
but with very lictle tafte.  In the Decan
and Carnatic are many of thefc pagodas§
but in Bengal and up the Ganges very:
few, exceptin the province of Benaras.
1 muft obferve in favour of the Hindoos,
that,in fpite of the abfurdity and unmean-
ingnefs of moft of their ceremonies and
K2 cyftoms,
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cuftoms, their ftrict obfervation of them
does them honor.

To fum up their general charadter in
few words, they are gentle, patient,.
temperate, regular in their lives,. cha-
ritable, and ftri& obfervers of their ro-
ligious' ceremonies.  They are fuperfti-
tious, effeminate, avaritious, and crafty ;
deceitful and difhoneft in their dealings,
void of every ptinciple of honor, ge-
nerofity, or gratitude. Gain is the pre-
dominant principle; and as a part of
their gains beftowed in gifts to their
priefts, or charities to the poor, will pro-
care their pardon, they can cheat with-
out fearing the anger of their gods,

But for the Brabmins, to whom alone
all.their learning is confined, it is'a cir-
" éimftance not much to their credic;
that while all other nations, ‘thofe in
Europe patticularly, have been making
conftant improvements and new difco-
veries in fcience, they have contented’
themfelves with "that which has been
handed
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handed down to them from their fore-
fathers; and flill lefs, that they have
made fo ill a ufe of their learning ; and,
inftead of informing thofe whofe cafls
forbid them to enquire into the laws and
religion, in fuch plain and fimple truths
as might tend to virtue and happinefs,
they have encumbered them with forms,
and filled their heads with ftorics, whicl-
can tend to no other purpofe but to raife
their own importance.

LerTter XXXIV.
Ailababid, Fuly 1767.

HENEVER a Hindoo has occa-

fion to crofs the Carramnafa,

or the Accurfed River, which in the
dry feafon is fordable, he gives a Ma-
homedan money to carry him over upon
his back, that his feet may not be wet
with the accurfed water, which is a thing
K3 for-
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forbidden by their religion. In this,
and many other inftunces, the letter of
the commandment is obferved, while the
fpiric of itis loft; for | think onc can.
pot doubrt, but that the intention of this
law, was to keep them within their own
provinces.

Their being forbid to eat or drink of
what has been touched but by thofe of
their own cafs, is likewife a great help to
migration, as they cannot always meet
with thofe of their own caft to provide
what they want ; and is particularly cal-
culated to prevent their taking voyages
by fea. Itis aftonithing with what ftri&-

‘stvefs the Hindoos obferve thefe rules, even
wo ftzrving themfelves to death rather
than break throuch them.

The children of the Hindoos are not
to be tempted to cat any thing forbid-
den, cither by perfuafion, or by offering
them the greateft delicacies ; which I have

" often been witnefs of.
It
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Itis the firlt impreffion their minds re-
ceive; they are ufed to fecing it ftn&]y
obferved by their own and other cafls; it
grows up with them as the firft, and moft
abfolute law; and is perhaps obferved
with more ﬁn&ncfs than any other law,

religious or civil, by any nation under
the fun.

It muft be acknowledged, that the re-
ligion of the Hindoos is now fo overgrown
with abfurd and ridiculous cetemonies,
that it is difficult' to believe there has-
cver been any degree of common fcnfe
;n it.

And yet, upon a clofer exantination, .
one muft admit, that the divifion into
¢afts and tribes promotes fubordination.
It is not peculiar to this country, ‘bus
has been obferved by other nations in
the carly ages: amongft the Romans,
the farcedotal office was likewife:con=
fined to the Patricians; as amohgft -the

K 4 Hindoss,
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Hindoos, it is to the Brabmins; and in
the Levitical law we are told, - that the
ark was carried by the tribe of . Levi,
and to them was the. priefthood -for
ever. Something like it likewile exilts
at prefent in- the ideas of .noble blood
mongft the French: and Germans, - -

The xmpofﬁblhty of rifing toany hlghcr
caft checks ambition in thebud. Their
abftinence from animal food promotes
temperance. Their being forbid to eat
‘of certain food, and with none but
thofe of their own eafts, prevents mi-
graton. Their, belief in the tranfmi-
gration of fouls"makes them tender of
the lives of all animals, and produces an
averfion and horrar at the ides of fhed-
ding blood.

It is no wondcr, that, being taught
to -revere and preferve a cow on account
of its utility, or to admirean.elephant

_for..its fagacity and ftrength; and the
river Ganges, as caufing the fertility, and
faci-
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facilitating the commerce of their coun-
try ; and thefe opinions delivered to them
in the lofty and figurative flile of the
Eaft; it is no wonder, lfa)', that they
thould rank the two firft in the number
of their demy gods, and believe that the

other is able to cure difeafes, and wath
away fin.

When the priefts of the Chriftian re-
ligion were firft compelled to celibacy,
it feems to have been intended, that the
acknowledged purity of their charadters
fhould gain the moft perfe@ veneration..
But long after it was known that this
end was not anfwcrcd by it, it was ftill
held to be a fin for any prieft to marry.

If this and other inftitutions in the
Chriftian church, were held facred after
the firft intention of them was forgot; it
is mot at all furprifing, that the antient
caftoms of the Hindoos fhould be yet ob-
ferved, although the ufe of them is either
Joft, or not underftood. "

No
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", No Martin. Luther has arifen to open
their cyes; and wasit poflible ‘that any
Brabain by tranflating. the Shaflab: from
he Sanjerit 1o the vulgar tongue, .or by
explaining it according to.. common
fenfe, was to epdeavour to free them
from their abfurdities, they are tqo ig-
norant, and too mdolcnt, to be bencﬁtcd
by it.

" Monfieur - Montcfquieu, who has un-
Tavelled the caufes of.different manners,
fays, "

fee 8 avec' cette fonblcﬂ'c d’organcs qm
i€ falt recevoir aux peuples d’orient'les
“¢;impreffions du'monde les plus fortes,
¢ vous joignez une certain parefle dans
¢ :I'efprit, . naturellement liée avec celle
“¢ydu' corps,” qui fafle que cet ‘efprit ne
¢ foit capable d’aucime a&ion, d’aucune
¢ contention'}’ vous comprendrez que
¢ lame qui a-unc fois regd des. impref-

¢fifions, ne’-peut plus en changcr, celt
“ ce que fait que les Loiz, les mceurs, &
. “ les
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¢¢ les manicres, méme celles que paroif-

fent in'iTerentes, come la fagon de fe
vetir, font aujourd’hui en orient,
coinme ¢lles étoient il y a mille ans.”

[
€«

LerTer XXXV.
Allahatid, Fub 1767,

EFORE I proceed to give you
any account of the Mahomedans
of India, perhaps it will not be improper
to fpeak a little of thofe revolutions by
which they became mafters of the coun-
.
ry.

Hindoftin, from very early ages, has
fuffered from invafions; for fo long fince
as three or four hungred years before
Chrift, it was invaded by Alexander the
Great; and before that time, it is faid,
that Dartus king of Perfia had invaded a
fmall part of the country, The writers

of
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of Alexander's life mentioned in Hindof-
tin the priefts, whom they called Brac-
mani, and defcribed them as holding
fome of the fame tenets and opinions
which we know the Brabmins obferve
at this time. There is no doubt of their
being the fame people: the natives arc
reprefented as Juxurious and timid ; the
palaces of the kings are faid to have
abounded in gold and precious ftones;
the kings voluptuous and effeminate,
keeping a great number of concubines ;
and that, after having croffed the river
Indus, when he arrived at a city called
Dedala (which, by the fiwation and
fimilitude of names, perhaps is Delbi), he
found that the Barbarians, through fear,
had entirely deferted it.

Afier Alexander had indulged his
boundlefs vanityfby conquering part of
the country, he left it to the quiet pof-
fefion of the peaceable Hindoos, who
governed Hindoftdn till the invafion of
the Mahomedans, by whom the country

has
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has long fince been governed, and pardy
peopled. The Mahomedans are nume-
rous throughout Hindoftan, pasticularly
in the great cities; and near the capiral
they are perhaps equal in number to
the Hindoos; for from the firft of the Muf-
fulmens conquering Hindoftin, even to
this day, their party has been conftantly
increafing by fhoals of adventurers from
Perfia, Tartary, and other Mahomedan

countries. .

LerTer XXXVI
Allakabid, Fuly 176;.
F TER the death of Mahomed, his
fucceflors iffued forth from Ara-
bia, and conquered the whole country
of Perfia, where they eftablithed differ-
ent principalities. The Perfians were at
that time followers of the laws of Zoro-
after, and held a veneration for fire,
agreeable to the doétrine of that philo-
Ky fopher.
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fopher. When the Mahomedans con-
quered their .country; great numbers of
them fled into Hindoftan ; and their de-
fcendants at this day refide on the coaft
of Malabir, . ftill following their antient
religion; . they are called Perfess, and
fomcnm;s,ﬁre-«uor_/bxp:n.

After the conqueft of Perfiay the Ma-
homedan faith- was embraced. by "the
Ajfgbam, or Patans, a people who.inha-
bited "the mountainous diftrics which
feparate Perfia from the river Indus ; and
in 975 they ‘cftablifhed a Mahomedan
kingdom.

RS SR S :

" The fultans of this new kingdom foon
began to make inroads into the ncigh-
‘bouring country of Hindoftén. * Bur the
Réjabs defended themfelves™ for fome
time with muchr bravcry - The couritry,
however;- 'as” far! as Delhi, ‘and from
thence to the ‘confhierice “of ‘the jnmna
and Ganges, was at leugth almoft en-
- , I tirely
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tirely conquered by the Patans, aboue
the year 1217; ever fince which time
the Mahomedan government has fpread
and increafed. :

The Afghan fultans had but juft ef-
feted this conqueft, when they were
themfclves expelled from their own ori-
ginal dominions in the mountajps by as
remarkable a revolution ; which wag as
follows :

The Mogule Tartars. on the north
fide of India and China, under their
prince Chengis or Zingis Chan, having
entered into Perfia, and overthrown all
the Arabian principalities there, and
throughout all Afia; the chan fent his
gencrals likewife againft the Patan domi-
nions, which they feized, and purfued
the Patans even into Hindoftan ; from

whence they were repeatedly repulfed,
with great flaughter.,

About
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About the year 1397, Amir Timer,
otherwife Tamerlane, the conqueror of
Perfia and Afia Minor, a fucceflor -of
Zingis Chan, taking adeantage of the
ftate of the Patan government in Hin-
doftin (which was torn and weakened by
internal divifions and faftions amongft
the great men) invaded the country in
perfon, and foon made himfelf mafter
of the chief part of the empire. He
marked his rout with devaltation, fire,
and fword; maffacred, without mercy,
thonfands and tens of thoufands. - After
he had fubdued the country, he returned
again 1o his capital Samarcande. Tamer-
lane was the firft of the prefent race of
kings who conquered Hindoftin.

After the return of Tamerlane to Sa-
marcande; the country was again go-
verned by Afghan emperors: but the
power of the empire was foon deftroyed
by civil difcords, through which means
it again became a prey to invaders.

Sultan
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Sultan Baber king of Indija, a de-
feendant in the dire& line from Tamer-
lane, invaded Hindoftin; and at latt, in
1525, conquered the Pitan kings of
Delhi; his fucceflors continually extend-
ed the empire ; and, at the latter end of
the reign of Aurcnzebe, who died in
1707, were become mafters of the whole,
except a few fmall principalities on the
coaft of Malabdr, -~ -7 i =

From this fummit the Mogul empire
began immediately to decline, until
Nadir Shaw, known ‘in Europe by the
name of Thammas Kouli Khan, who,
from a foldier of fortune, had raifed him-
{elf to the throne of Perfia, invaded Hin-
doftan in 1738 ; “he laid the country
under heavy contributions, and carried
fuch amazing wealth away witlr him as
appears incredible; he obliged the Mo-
gul to cede to him many provinces-to the
northweft of the river Indus.

L The
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The laft invader was Abdalla, a foldier
of fortune, who raifed himfelf under
Nadir Shaw, and adopted his principles:
he now poffefles all ;the provinces which
were ceded to Nadir Shaw by the Mo-
gul.

Befides thefe foreign invafions, many
internal revolutions have occurred; the
country has undergone great diftrefs
from incurfions of the Mahrattors, who,
as well as al} other enemies, were encou-
raged by the diftradtion of :the flate,
which has always been occafioned by
the villanies of the ®* Omrahs, the general
depravity and indolence of the people,
or the weaknefs of the emperors.

The country has been torn by the in-
teftine wars of the Mogul, or royal fa-
mily; brothers have contended againtt
brothers for the empire. In moft of the
wars, treachery and affaflination  have

¢ Londs. ‘
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fupplied the want of courage, and de-
cided the conteft in favour of the moft
fortunate villain ; who, after his fuccefs,
has often been affaffinated by a cabal of
ftatefmen, or, finking into the effeminacy

of the zanannab, become the tool of their
ambition.

-LetTer XXXVIL

Allababad, Fub 1767,

UNDER the reigns of thofe Mo-
guls who had wifdom, adtivity,
and courage, equal to the tafk of govern-
ing fuch an immenfe empire, it was re-
gularly divided into diftrits, governed
by fubadirs; and under them, nabébs
to the different provinces, fubje& and
accountable to the king ; except fome
provinces and fmaller diftri@ts, which
continued to be governed by Hindoo
priaces, called Réjubs, tributary alfo to
: L2 the
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the Mogul. But I muft obferve, that
the Mal;raftor: never were conquered 3
and that"likewife there are fome fmall
diltri@ts in diftant parts of this immenfe
country, which never fubmitted to the
Mahomedans; and others, who, al-
though they have yielded to the Mogul’s
‘troops, have again revolted.

Neverthelefs, in thefe reigns the em-
pire flourithed, cities and foris were
built, mofques and other public edifices
were erefted, fuperb baths were dug,
gardens- and prodigions woods were
planted ; the grandeur ‘of the court fur-
"paffed imagination, ‘and'the fame thereof
extended itfelf around the globe.

Agrawas formerly the largeft, ticheft,
and moft capital city i the empire;
where there was a réyal palace, though
the chxcf refidence of the Great Moguls.
was at Lahor : bat, Within thls laft cen-
tury, the court has bcen kept at Delhi.

Tra-
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Travellers, who vifited thofe places in
the reign of Aurenzebe, have given al-
moft incredible accounts of the grandeur
and magnificence of the palaces, the
mofques, the pagodas, manfoleums of the
Mahomedans, baths, &c. &c. The
country was ornamented with pleafure-
houfes and plantations : particularly be-
tween Agra and Lahor, which is the dif-
tance of one hundred and forty leagues,
it was covered with beautiful plantations,
which formed the moft delightful ave-
nues almoft from one city to the other.

But above all, they are lavith in de-
fcribing the grandeur of the throne at
Delhi, which was compofed of the moft
precious gatherings of the Moguls for
generations, and contained jewels innu-
merable, and of incredible value.

Were there no veftiges of antient gran-
deur remaining, one might-eafily believe,
thatin thedays of profperity the riches

L3 ' of
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of the Moguls, as well as the nab6bs and
other great men, was immenfe, when
one confiders the revenue of fuch a pro-
digious country, and that, from the na-
ture of the government, the riches are
in the hands of a few; a defpotic govern-
ment, a few lords, and many flaves!
and that, from the amazing fertility of
the earth, it produces all that is ufeful
for its inhabitants, as well as moft of
thofe articles which are highly prized as
the luxuries of life by all civilized na-
tions. The country is interfperfed with
numberlefs rivers, which fertilize- the
land, and facilitate an internal commerce;;
and great part of it bounded by the fea,
to the portsof which thips refort from all
the quarters of the globe. '

Ler-
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LerTer XXXVIIL
Allahabad, Azg. 1967,
ROM the riches of the country
we muft henceforth fpeak of ‘it in
its decline. The invafion of Nadir
Shaw firft ftruck at the grandeur of the
Mogul empire. In thisand the following
wars, and the diftraion of the ftate
occafioned by them, the'reins of govern-
ment were flackened : the diftant Nabsbs -
and Rdjabs, taking advantage of this im-
becillity of the court of Delhi, revolted,
refufing to pay the annual fubfidies, and
afferted their independence by force of
arms; till *by degrees, many of the fu-
bahs have become hereditary poffeffions,
though originally only vice-royalties, the
governors of which were fubject’ to be
recalled at the pleafure of the Mogul.
Hence it is, -that the Nabdb of Arcét,
the NabGb of Muxadabid, and indeed I
may fay all the others, are independent of
the Mogul; though fome of them are
L4 now
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now reduced to a dependence on the
Englith. ’

» The prefent imperial family are of the
race of Tamerlane, but in a fitpation
tryly warthy of compaffion;. little now
remains of the grandeur .of that family,
which for 200 years governed one of the
moft rich,  populous, and extenfive em-
pires;in the -world, And indeed in the
coppiry._iffelf - litle more remains than
¢ ruins of its ancient grandeur.

- The late Mogul Allum Gire found the
country, over which the court had any real
authority, reduced to a few fmall dittri&ts
sonnd Delhi; Ifay the court, for he him-
felf had no authority, being kept a pri-
foner of ftate by his Vizier or Prime Mi-
pifter, who, at laft put him to death,

placing on, the * Mufud une of his

grandlons, a fon of Shew Allum : by the

moft cruel and arbitrary policy, he keeps

the young prince io the fame fubjeétion

he did his grandfather. ;
* Throne.

Shaw
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Shaw Allum #, then called the Shaw
Zadab t, efcaped from Delhi before his
father’s death, and made many attempts
to raife an army, but in all his endeavors
he was unfuccefsful ; reduced to the ne-
ceflity of going to crave affiftance of dif.
ferent Nabébs, who either had not ‘the
power, or the will to ferve him, he like-
wife afked the affiftance of the Englith ;
and was once joined by the Mabrattors,
But the war was too unprofitable for thofe
plunderers to continye their afliftance,
At length, after various unfuccefsful ar.
tempts, he became entirely in the power
of Sujab ul Dowiat, ufually known by

the name of Sujab Dowilab, Nabsb of
Oud.

The Englith were'at that time at war
with Sujab Dowlab, againt whom they .
took up arms ‘on account of his joining,
and fupporting, Cofim Ali Chan, the de.
pofed Nabéb of Muxadabid, Sujab was
defeated by the Englith, who made peace

* King of the warld, + TheKing’s San,
. i with
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with him, upon condition of his yielding
up the province of Allahabid (which he
had lately ufurped) to the Shaw Zadab,
who threw himfelf under our prote&ion.:

The Englifh put the prince in pcflef-
fion of this province, placed him on the
throne, and proclaimed him Emperor by
the title of Shaw Allum #; the revenues
of his province, and. a- certain annual
fum paid to him by the company out of
the revenucs'of Bengal, amount to about
thirty lacks of rupees yearly, which
is equal 10 370,000 £. this is the
whole he has to fupport the rank of an
Emperor, in a country where ‘money is
not of one quarter _the value it is in Eu-
rope.

We are now in alliance with both. this
.prince, and Swjab Dowlab,” who has the
title of Vizier 3 but the apprehenfion the
king is in of his Vizier (who is, at this
- time the moft formidable Nabéb'in Hin-
doftin, attive, -enterprifing, deceitful,
* His-futher being now dead,

and
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and unprincipled, bound by no laws
divine or human, which can interfere
with his intereft ; fupple to the greateft
meannefs to thofe he fears; a tyrant in
power; in fhort, a true oriental Great
Man) makes the King defirous of having
an army of Englith always near him
he has given up his fort and palace of Al-
lahabid, to accommodate them with quar-
ters, and pays the extra allowance called
batta, whichis given to the army when
out of the provinces #. He refides now
with his court and zanannab, and feveral
children, in a few bungaloes,a fhort diftance
from the fort on the banks of the Jumna,
a dwelling very unworthy of the imperial
dignity ; where he keeps up a fhabby fort
of grandeur nngamdc, and has a few
feapoys in his own pay, juft fufficient to
attend him when he appears abroad, not
at moft a battalion ; they are cloathed after
the Englifh cuftom, buc are ill-difci-
plined, and as ill-paid.

* The provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa.

The company’s troaps, who are beyond thefe three

provinces, have an additional daily aBowance.

This
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This Mogulis one of the darkeft of the
Mullelmen, of a grave deportment bor.
dering upon fadnefs : of an indolent and
ina@ive life; fuppofcd to be the confe-
quence of repeated  difappointments,
which have at laft left him, perhaps, with-
out cven the hope of ever recovering the
poficfion of his empire, or even being
feated on the - throne of his anceftors at
Delhi.

His chief amufement is in fmoking
his booker, bathing according to the
Mahomedan cuftom, and his ¢ barram,
in which he paffeth the greateft part of
histime : when he goes out, which is but
feldom, it is with his whiole court, himfelf
generally upon an cle*nt: he fometimes
goes upon the river of anevening, which
is a pleafing fight; the boats, which are
exceflively pretty, areilluminated; and the
mufic, though always barbarous, founds
to advantage upon the water,

* Seraglio.
Lzt
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Lerter XXXIX.

Allabalid, Muz. 1767,
HE three provinces ;of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orixah, which the
Englith have now fogreat an intereft in,
were formerly diftin@  vice-royalties ;
but afterwards united under one Nabéb or
Soubadir; fince which time, remarkable
revolutions have happened in this Soubab.
It was ufurped by a Tartar, one who had
been a fervant to the Soubadir, and after-
wards an officer in his army—his name
was Allaverdi. A giandfon of his bro-
ther, adopted by Allaverdi, and called
Surajab Dowlab, was the firft who made
war upon the Englifh ; the diftreffes the
fatory underwent at that time, particu-
larly the black - hole, the deftru®ion of
the Nabéb Surgjab Dowlab, and the
changes of Nabébs fince, have been fo
particularly publifhed to the world, that
it is needlefs to repeat them.
In
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In the time of Swrajab Dowlab, the
Englith held a fmall fort at Calcutta, and
had fome Englith houfes in the town;
carrying on their trade by permiffion of
the Nabéb, to whom they paid duties;
conipanics fervants were likewife ftationed
in different parts of the country, to fuper-
intend the manufa&ories. ‘

In this fituation, the Nabéb with his
numerous army, could not find it difficult
to drive out' the Englith, who were few
in number. :

But on the arrival of a fleet under the
command of Adntiral Watfon, from our
other fettlements in India, and the army
under Colonel Clive, the face of affairs
was fuddenly changed : the Nabéb was
defcated, and his general, who, by favor-
ing the Englith, was the chief caufe of
his mafter’s fall, was by them placed
upon’ the Mufnud, but with certain re-
ttriGions in favour of his benefators,
and with promife to make full reftitution

4 to
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to all the fufferers by the late war with
his jpredeceflor Surafab Dowlab. The
company’s trade and advantages were by
this means vaftly enlarged, they aug-
mented the army, and the Englith daily
increafed in power, riches, and numbers.

But the Nabéb not keeping his engage-
ments, it was deemed neceffary to depofe
him; another was raifed to the Mufiud
with greater grants to the company, who
was afterwards fet afide for a third, by
whom ftill more extenfive privileges were
given than by the former: when the third
died, he was fucceeded by his fon; and
his pofterity has_continued on the AMuf-
mud till the prefent time,

By every change the company’s fer-
vants gained great advantages for their
mafters, not to mention their own pri-
vate emoluments. Infomuch that the
Englith company are at this period entire
mafters of the three provinces, allowing
the Nabéb who governs under them a
certain fum out of the reveaues. Such

are
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are the revolutions by which the empire
of Hindoftan has. arrived at its prefent
ftate. * . e o

- ¥

Lerrern XL.

Alababid, ogef 1767,
HE nature of a defpotic government
T is fo well underftood, and js in all
countries fo much the fame, that it is un-
neceffary -to enter much into the particu-
lars of the government of Hindoftin ;
befides, it would be extremely difficult,
fince, in all the connexion of the Eng-
lith with the country, they can- difcover
nothing like a regular code of laws, or,
indeed, any but thofe of the Koran; all

of which are interpreted different ways.

But there is one particular, which
feems to differ ‘both from the narure of
the government, and ‘from the religion
of the Mahomedans, fo defirous of mak-

5 ing
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Ing profelytess I mean the liberty of
confcience allowed to the Hindoos; for
whether the Mahomedans forefaw that ig
was impoflible to bring about a change,
or apprchended danger from making
the attempt, it is certain, that, after they
had conquered their country, they not
only allowed them the free exercife of
their worfhip, but many of them were
intrufted with the government of pro-.
vinces.

The will of the fuperior i$ the law
but, as in every ftate there muft be fome
regulations, there are certain officers
appointed for the government of different
diftri@ts ; for colle@ting the revenues;
for trying and determining difputes be-
tween the natives; for the fettling of
thefe difputes, of what nature focver,
there are no abfolute laws, but certain
old cuftoms, which are always abided
by, unlefs it is more convenient to break
through them.

M " The
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The prince is fabje® to no -controul
from the laws; whilft theréfore he can
fupport his autherity, to him every one:
will bow his forchead to the ground,
all hands will be clafped in’ humility
before him, every daftardly fubje will
praife the moft infamous of his ac-
tions, and tremble at his nod. But, as
inferiors expe& no juflice, they do oot
think themfelves bound to fubmiffion,
whenever they can extricate themfelves
from fubjettion, either by force or
fraud.

By the conftitution, the Jands are all
the property of the Mogul ; and the Na-
bobs, who have made themfelves inde-
pendent of the Mogul, claim the fame
right in their territorics, and farm the
lands out to the people; therefore the
revenues do not arife from taxes on the
eftates, but the rents of them. The taxes
are on merchandifes, the impofts on
Goods at different ports, &c.

The
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The right of -teftament is allowed, by
which the fubjeét is empowered to difpofe
of his effets and money to his family.-

The appointments are mofily military :
the Nabéb is the firft military officer in
the province or provinces which he go-
verns; the Phoufdir the next, wha ge-
nerally prefides over a very confiderable
diftri®. Havildars and Zemindirs are
appointed to towns or villages. '

The revenues areé colleted by military
force; or at leaft the appearance of an
army ; aud evety thing is calculated to
break the fpirit-of the fubjeét, and in-
fpire kim with the moft abje fear:

M2 Lzts
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Wi,

-'er'rnn XLEL

Allababéd, Asg. 176%

‘A S ‘the Mahomedans are all Predefti-

{\ narians, added to' the faith they
have that whoever is flain in battle goes
iinmediately into paradife, one fhould
expect 1o find' them excellent foldiers.
‘This was undoubtedly the imtention of
their prophet, who was a martial genius,
and founded his empire by conqueft.

' When -the Mogul Tartars firft con-
quered Hindoftin, they are faid to have
been .a hardy, warlike, -adtive race of
people.;. wha carried their conquefts
. through the land with irrefiftible valor;
though mott likely that the effeminacy of
the people they had -to oppofe them,
helped as much to promote their repu-
tation and conquel, as their own coy
nage. ’

Ie
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Tt is a common and, jult obfervation,
that the nature of this climate is fuch
as to enervate every perfon who refides
in it, and 1o render the moft a&ive
after a time indolent ; this difpofition
increafes, and every generation becomes
more and more flothful, which feems to
account for the prefent degeneracy of the’
Mahomedans of Hindoftin,

Nothing can more jultly thow their
prefent military and political force than
the progrefs of the Britith arms, fince
the Englith, in comparifon of the black
people, arc butas a handful of men.

Not but there are ftill inftances of the
feapoys, under the command of Britith
officers, fighting with the greateft bravery;
but under black people, they want that
continual attention to difcipline, which is
as neceflary as courage. This general
depravity and indolence is the caufe,
that if one man in a century arifes,

M3 poflefled
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poﬂ'cﬂ'ed of common abllmcs, a daring
{pirit, refolution and l&mty; let h:m
.be even of the:loweft rank in life, he is
ceftain to carry all before - him,; and ‘be-
coiiie’a great 'man ;- when his' endeavors
once’ meet with fuccefs he is.looked
upon as- invincible, -and néighboring
powers, who. ‘oppafe lim - while - they
think - :hey darc, on hls ‘fuccefs - will
jotn him, “till “his" army becomes im-
menfc; but thould cver-a\reverfe of for-
tune happcn, heis deferted at the time
he ftands rqoﬂ: in"oeed of affitance—
Ope of thefe fort of adventurers i
Hyder Alli,’ now fo formidable in thc
Decan, :

Lrr-
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Lerrer XLIL

Allababid, Aug. 1967,

LTHOUGH the Mahomedans are
not fo ftrictly divided into tribes
as the Hindoos; nor-are they by their laws
prevented from raifing themfelves to a
higher rank in life, they have neverthe-
lefs the fame notion of lofing caf, but
they do not obferve it fo frictly. If any .
one eats {wine’s flefth or drinks wine, he
ought to lofe caf?, though they often drink
fecretly, and to excefs; but in pub.
lic, they itand upon great ceremony in
thefe points ; fo much that a cook who is
a Mufulman will not drefs a joint of
pork, nor will any fervant at table,
though perhaps there be a hundred ftand-
ing round, remove a plate in which pork
has been ;. unlefs it isa flave, who having
no caft cannat be difgraced by this, or
any other employment.

M4 The
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‘The Harri or Hallicore caff_ are the
dregs of both Mufulmen and' Hindoos,
employed in the meaneft and vileft offices;
people whofe felves or parents have Jof2
caft. But there is a refource for even the
worft of thefe, which is to turn chriftians:
1 mean Roman Catholics; and fuch gre
the chief, if not ‘the only profelytes, the
Miffionaries have to boaft of in the caft ;
being ‘moftly fuch as have committed
fome very great crimes, or bave been
made flaves when young, which prevents
their ever returning amongf. thofe of
theit own religion. If any woman has
committed a crime fo great as to induce
her hufband, or any other perfon, to cut
off her hair, which is the greateft and
moft irrecoverable difgrace, fhe like a
thoufand others is glad to be received
into fome fociety, and becomes a chrif
tian : fo that moft of the black chriftians
are more fo from neceflity than from con-
viction, neo P

The
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The Portuguefe priefts, of which there
are many in India, receive all, baptize,
and give them abfolution : as foon as they
are made chriftians they call themfelves,
and are called, Portugucfe ; the women
change their drefs, and wear fomething
like ajacket and petticoat ; and the men
moftly affe& to drefs like Europeans,
Their language is called Pariar Porty-
guefe, a vile mixture of almoft every Eu~
ropean language with fome of the Indian,
This is however a ufeful diale& to travel-
Jers inmany parts of Hindoftin, particu-
larly on the fea coaft, and is called the
lingda Franca of India,

Thefe black Portuguefe are a nume-
rous people in all thofe parts of the

country which have been long frequent.
¢d by Europeans.

They are moftly in mean fituations,’
and are lcoked upon with great contempt
by all the other Indians, for the reafons I
have mentioned; and indeed it is not

without
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without fome caufe that they think them
the worft of people ; for befides the ge-
neral ‘depravity, they have “if - poffible’
more cunning ; but at the fame time they
are moft of them more active, and nat fo
ftupid as the others. v

- The reafon of thefe -black . chriftians
being called Portuguefe, is from a cuftom
which obtained at the time when the
Portuguefe were the only Europeans
known in India; therefore all the pro-
felytes became of their nation. But the
real Portuguefe have now almoft loft
all their trade and influence throughout
Hindoftan ; their principal fettlement at
prefent ig Goa,

Ler-
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LerTer XLIIL

Allahatid, Augaff 1767

“F YH E Mahomedans, after the death

A of their prophet, were divided into
different fets ; thefe of Hindoftin are
moftly followers of Ali; and their
creed, ¢ There is but one God, Mahomed
is bis propbet, and Ali is bis friend” s,
This confeffion of faith is often in theis
mouths ; and in Perfia or Turkey, any
Chriftian who fhould be heard to repeat
the confeffion of the Mahomedan faith,
would be obliged to embrace the reli-
gion, or lofe his life: but whether the
Mahomedans who entered Hindoftan left
the fpirit of convefion behind them, or
whether they have now been fo long
ufed to live amongft people of different
* The creed of the Mahomedans who are not

followers of Ali, is, * There is but one God, and
‘¢ Mubiomed is his prophet.”

religions
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religions that they have forgot it, I know
not; but it is certain that we hear of no
perfecutions on that account or any at-
tempts to bring over cither Chriftians or
Pagans to their religion. .

The precepts of their doftrine are
very fimple ; they are commanded to-ufe
frequent ablutions; to pray often; to
faft fometimes ; to abftain from fwine's
flefh and wine; to give tithes of theix
goods to the poor: asto the pilgrimage
10 Mecca, the diftance of the country is
a fufficient excufe for their not petform-
jng it; but thofe who have made that
journey are logked upon with much re-
verence.

The grandees efteem the command.
ment concerning wine as intended only
for the vulgar; pork indeed they feldom
wouch, unlefs it comes under the form of
an Englith ham, which they are very
fond of, and cvade the law by calling it

European
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European mutton : the vulgar have fel-.
dom an opportunity of breaking thefe
laws; but when they have, are in genee
ral as little fcrupulous as their fupe-
riors; the only difference is, that they
are obliged to be more fecret.

They fay five fhort prayers daily ; and.
before their prayers are commanded tor
wafh their hands and mouths; they are
‘to be very auentive while they arc re-
peating thefe little prayers; and if by
any chance they are interrupted, or their
attention called off, by a perfon’s fpeak~
.ing to them, the ftinging of an infeét, or
any other accident, which obliges them
to change their pofture, they begin and
repeat the prayer over again: as it is
not always convenicnt to wath at thefe
times, they fometimes content themfelves,
with making the motion of wathing, rub-
ing their hands and lips, which they
fay is acceptable. Befides this partial
wathing, they are commanded frequent
bathing ; a circumftance which, befides
* its
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its being a religious obligation, .cannof
fail of being very-agreeable in this hot
climate. ;

As to the law of giyidg a tithe to the
poor, the flate is in fuch diftrattion, that
there are few but what are either above
the law, or have nothing to give.

In thort, the Muffulmen in India are
not fuch ftriét obfetvers. of their religion;
as in the countries nearer the tomb of
the prophet.

They are all predeftinarians ; and be-
lieve, that whatever is intended muft be ;
more particularly the time of every per-
for’s death is recorded in the book of fate
from all eternity. ‘This belief has 4
moft extraordinary influence on their
condut : they meet death with an indif-
ference which is perfeltly aftonithing s
and 2 man who would beg in the moft
abje@ manner to avoid a punifhment, or

3 fave
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fave his goods, will not utter 2’ fingle
word to preferve his life ; fo firmly are
they convinced of their predeftiny.

They believélikewife that whoever is
flain in battle goes immediately into Pa-
radife.

It has often been afferted by travel-
lers, that the Mahomedans believe wo-
men have'no fouls; and are, by the
prophet, excluded from Paradife ; ‘how-
cver, the learned in the Arabic Jan-
guage, who take their authority from
the Alcoran itfelf, deny this, as an abfo.
lute falfity ; particularly he promifed his
own wives, that if they obeyed his laws,
they fhould have a peculiar place afigned
for them.

Nerverthelefs, whether-the Muflulmen
of this time have been led into an error
by their dofors and commentators on
the Alcoran, or whether they have

adopted
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adopted it through policy, I kuow not
but I may venture to affure you, that
many of them (in this country at'leaft);
if they do not think the women abfolutely
excluded, ftill believe that they will not
be admitted to the fame fupreme degree
of felicity ‘as themfelves: and fome of
them on this fubjeét will only fay, that
thofe few women who have diftinguithed
themfelves on earth by any extraordinary
virtues, or illuftrious a&tions, may be 'ad-
mitted. - :

All the Mahomedans have the power
of life and death over their own families,
their wives, children, and flaves, when
any of them commit crimes which the
Koran deems capital.

The doubtful points of religion do not
difturb their peace ; not curious to know
the trath, it is not here we muft look
for Icarning and fcience: the wife me
of the Eaft have difappeared, I believe,
thronghout the Eaft ; at lcaft in Hindof-

4 tin
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tan, philofophy and pbilofophers are o
more ! even the princes and minifters are
fo illiterate that fome of them can fearce-
ly write or read.

Great riches produced luxury, indo-
lence, rapine, extortion, and injuftice,
followed. The riches have become the
prey of foreigners, and the dignity of
the monarch is deftroyed by his own fub-
jeds.

The Mahomedans, although they are
forbid to drink wine, are often intoxi-
cated by their great ufe of .opium;
which they not only take in large quan-
tities, but mix it with the tobacco they
fmoak ; this docs not epliven their fpi-
rits, or caufe them to commit fuch irre-
gularitics as drunken people arc fubjeét
to ; but makes them fleepy, ftupid, and
indolent to a great degree; there is like-
wife a liquor called bang, or bank, which
they take a8 a dram; it has the fame in-

N toxicating



178 LETTERS FROM THE

tOXlCatng and foponfcrous quahty «as the
opmm

Lz'r'rzx XLIII

./lllabdal, Aug. 1767,
OS T of the great men, fuchas
Nabobs, % Niabs, or other per-
fons who are in public employments, lay
out their riches in jewels; the reafon is
obvious ; they afe uncertain of the con-
tinuance of their dignity, and depriving
a man of his employment does not leave
him to retire in peace with his fortune,
but every fpecies of perfecution gene-
rally follows. A fallen favome has every
thing to fear,

In their profperity they tyrannize, de-
fraud, and opprefs, all under them;

® A Niab is the fame to a Nabob as the Vizier
is to the Mogul.

feize
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feize their property, and take away their
daughters: for who fhall dare to com-
plain of “ the man whom the king dellgbl-
“ cth to honour "

But no fooner is his difgrace known,
than cvery one prefers his complaint,
with exaggeration: the delinquent has
nothing for it but flight; happy if he
can make his efcape; he leaves his poft
of dignity to be filled by another; who,
mott likely, follows in the fame path.

Had he invefted his money in trade,
his merchandize would have been con-
filcated ; or trufted it with a friend,
that friend would have forfaken him.
But diamonds are a. portable treafure,
and cafily concealed.

All the people of rank keep a great
train of fervants, to whom they give
very little wages ; but as they muft live,
they take advantage of being under their

N2 - mafter's
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mafter’s prote&tion ; and indemnify them-
felves by their impofitions on all who
have any dependance on their mafter’s
favor, extorting prefents, &c. and oblig-
ing the trades-people to fell them their
goods at an under price. In fhort, “ cor-
¢ ruption, like a general flood, bas de-
“ Juged all I” '

As to the common people, I cannot
fpeak of them without pain; or ever
pafs through the Buzars of Patna, or
any other place, without drawing com-
parifons between the poor of this coun-
try and thofe of England : thefe are
poor indeéd! fcarce any covering, their
food rice and- water; their miferable
huts of ftraw: in the cold feafon they
have a fire made with a little ftraw in
the middic of their huts, which fmothers
them with fmoak ; their minds, except
what nature gave them, no more inform-
ed than the beafts which perith: no
liberty, no property, fubje& to the

tyranny
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tyranny of every fuperior. But what
feems to complete their mifery is, that
whether pinched by cold, or enervated
by heat, indolence equally prevails, to
fuch a degree as fecms to abforb every
faculty; even immediate felf-prefervation
fearcely roufes them from it.

One fees, in pafling through the ftreets,
men, women, and children, in abun-
dance fitting at their doors unemployed,
like ftatues ; and their averfion to action
is fo cxtreme, that when themfelves or
children are in danger of being cruthed
by horfes or carriages, they will neither
move themfelves, or put out a-hand to
draw their infants nearer to them till
the moment they are forced to it; and
then do not withdraw an inch farther
than they are obliged, and with an air
of diffatisfation, which plainly fhews
how difagreeableit is to them to change
their pofture.

N 3 Eafe
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Eafe with them is the greateft good §
and nothing furprizes the Indians fo
much as to fee Europeans_take pleafure
in exercife; they are aftonifhed to fee
people walking who mighe fit ftill.

A great Muflulman, being invited to an
Englifh enterrainment where there .was
dancing, faid with great earneftnefs, be
was furprized to fee the Englith ladies
and gentlemen take the trouble of dancing
themfelves, to-befure they might have
people to dance for them, Perhaps
you will thiok this a very extraordinary
obfervation 3 neverthelefs it is perfedily
in charaéter, and not the leaft furprizing
10 thofe who fee daily mﬁanccs of thc
effe@s of this climate; o :

And ~yqr, what is. vqry,;xt_:aqrdinary,
there arc. certain cafts of both Hindoos and
Mahomedans, who at times. undergo
great Iabour, particularly the Bearers;
people whofe bufinefs it is to carry 2

Palen-
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Palengueen.  They are generally flout
fellows; the Palenguecn is cartied by
four ; and feven or cight, by changing,
will carry a perfon at the rate of four
miles an hour for feveral hours together.
The Dandies likewife have a laborious
employment; and their conftantly plung-
ing into the water in the height of per-
fpiration, would kil any perfon but thofe
who are ufed to it.

There are other caffs who are re-
markably fwift of foot, particularly Hir-
carers ; thefe people are often made ufe of
as {pies, both on public and private oc-
cafions 3 frequently they are kept as a
fort of running-footmen, and compofe a
part of the parade of fervants who pre-
cede a Palenqueen ; they are likewife
fent with letters or meflages to very dif-
tant parts of the country, and their ex--
pedition is extraordinary.

When onc gives a Hircarer a letter
to carry to any dittance, he takes off
N 4 his
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his turband, and carcfully conceals the
letter in the folds of it; he provides
himfelf. with 4 bras pot, for the con-
venience of drawing water from the
wells or rivers he is to pafs; and a lit-
tle parched rice, either in a bag or the
folds of his garment, which is generally
a piece of coarfe linen, from his waift to
his knecs: thus equipped, with a fort of
chib in his hand, he will make a jour-
ney of three or four hundred miles,

The grooms, who are called fices, are
tolerably fwift; for whenever the horfe
which a fice takes carcof is rode, he con-
ftantly attends with ir, in quality of foot-
man ; and if the fun is up, a dearer will
carry an umbrello, and walk equal to the
ufoal pace of riding, which indeed is not
very faft in this country.

Thefe inftances, however, are fufficient
to thew, that the natives are not incapable
of ufing exercife; and, although the
climate is certainly extremely relagipg, it

" feems
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feems to impair their minds more than
their bodies; to which indolence of fpi-
rit, a defpotical government and jts con-
fequences has perhaps not a little con-
tributed. .

Lerrer XLV.

Allababad, Auguf? 1767.

HE general deportment of the In-
dians is modeft and referved;

their addrefs to their faperiors humble
to a great degree. The falute, or obei-
fance, which they call falam in the fa-
miliar way, is raifing their right hand to
their forehead ; before a fuperior they
incline the body, lowering the right
hand almoft to the ground, and raifing
it flowly to their forchead three times :
But before a prinee they almoft lay them-
felves on the ground ; and when they
afk mercy, they raife their two hands
] joined
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joined together, waiving them with the
tioft mournful air and melancholy coun-
tenance ; and fometimes; to fliew the
greater awe and deference, tlirow them-
felves into a fit of trembling, as if they
were fhaken by an ague; but this laft
picce of mummery is referved for great
occafions. In fhort, there is no pofture
too bafe, no language too humble, no
fubmiffion or flattery too grofs, to be
given to thofe they fear,

. The manly fenfe of human dignity
feems loft ; and the fecond man in a de-
fporical government is but the firft flave;
who repays himfelf for his fubmiffions to
his mafter by exaQing the fame fervile
fubmiffions from others, and the fame
folemn and refpe@ful behaviour goes
down even amongft the common people.
No one ever differs in opinion from his
fuperior ; or rather, they, have learned 10
allow themfelves no opinions.

. by
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By the law of the Koran, every Ma-
homedan prince is obliged to attend
fome hours daily for the public adminif.
tration of juftice to his fubjedts: and
this is obferved in India; every Nabéb
cither attends himfelf, or appoints his
Niab, to attend on every day except
their holidays; and in every town or
village the chief of it takes upon him
the fame right of trying and determin-
ing the difputes, between the people in
his jurifdiction. .

The court of juftice, called the Duréar,
is a large building, opcn on one fide to
admit the multitude : there every one re<
pairs who has any complaint'to make.
The law is not here a fcience; no coun-
cil are employed; no afis of ftate or
books of law are referred to. The comn-
plainant repairs himfelf, without cere-
mony, to the Durdar, where, with liftedt
hands, and ecxalted voice, he cries out
for juftice, repeating the words # Doy

# Juftice, my Lord.
Siab,
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Siab! Doy Siad! 1ill he is taken notice
of by the judge: when he is broughe
forward he tells his own tale, with all
that humility they always fhew before a
. fuperior ; and, as in all difputes no one
depends on the jultice of his caufe, but
the favour of the judge, it is no wonder
that their fubmiffions are exceffive. But
flattery alone, however grofs, is not fuf-
ficient, unlefs accompanied by bribes,
which are given by both parties; pre-
fents are made, not only to the judge,
but to his favourites, his fervants, and
all who have any influence with him;
and the moft generous, generally, triumphs
over his adverfary.

The tedioufnefs of fuits (a neceffary
evil, in governments where the privileges
of the fubje@s are guarded by a mul-
tiplicity of laws) cannot here be com-
plained of ; the decifion is as fudden as it
is generally unjuft: the verdié of juries
is athing unheard-of, where all depends

on
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on one man. The judge condemns and
orders the punithment himfelf.

This is the mode of fecking redrefs
between equals: but does a man fuffer
oppreflions from one in power, a retainer
to the court, or from the fervants or crea-
tures of one in power, he too well knows,
ruin would follow his complaints. Pj-
tience is his only remedy ! and fellow-fuf-
ferers his only confolation !

Lerter XLV.

Allababid, Awg. 1767.

FEAR that my account of the govern-
ment and peopie of Hindoftin muft
appear uncharitable, or you may think,
that, with the true fpirit of an Englith-
woman, I condemn whatever is contrary
to the cuftoms of my own country; or
perkaps, that I am writing on 2 fubject
with which I am only fuperficially ac-
quainted,
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quainted, cfpecially as it is not uncom.
mon” with travellers to ¢ miltake the
¢ abufe of Taws, for the laws themfelves;”
and ] muft confefs that the extreme dc-
pr:mty ‘of the peoplc, and the tyranny
of fupcnors, appears fo incredible to
thofc who are ufcd to contemplatc a
rmlder form of government, that I have
not confidence to proceed, till I have firft
trqn[cr;bcd a paflage or two on this
fubje& from Monf. Montefquieu, which
I hope will ferve both as authority and
illuftration.

¢ Commec il faut de la vertu dans une
¢ republique, et dans une monarchie de
¢ I’honneur, il faut de’ la crainte dans
“ un governement defpotique: pour la
¢ vertu elle n’y eft point - néceflaire, et
¢ I'honneur y feroit dangereux.

% Le pouvoir immenfc -du Prince y
¢¢ pafle tout entiera ceux & qui il le con-
“ fie, des gens  capables de s’cftimer
*¢ beaucoup cux mémes, feroient en état
¢ d’y faire de revolutions, Il faut donc,

“ que
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¢ que la crainte y abbatte tout les cou-
“ rages, et y éteigne jufg'an moindre
¢ fentiment d’ambition.

 Dauos les Etats defpotiques 1a nature
¢ du governementdemande une obeiffance
¢ cxtréme, et la volonté du Prince une
* fois connue doit avoir auffi infaillible-
“ ment fon efict, qu'une boule jettée
¢ contre unc autre doit avoir le fien.

“ 1l n’y a point de temperament, de
¢ modification, d’accommodemens de
¢ termes, d’cqm\'nlcns, de pour—parlers,
¢ dc remonftrances, rien d’egal en de
« meilleur a propofer, I’homme eft une
¢ créature que obéit i une creature qui
¢ veut.

“ On n’y peut pas plus reprefenter fes
¢¢ craintes pas fur un évenement future,
« quexcufer fes mauvais fucces fur le
¢¢ caprice de la fortune : le partage des
¢ hommes comme des Bétes, y eft lin-
 ftin&, l'obeiffance, le chitiment.

“n
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¢ Il ne fert de rien d’oppofer les fen-
¢« timens naturels, lc refpe&t pour une
% pere, la tendrefle pour fes enfans et
¢¢ fes femmes, les loix de I’honneur,
¢« P’état de fa fanté, on a regu l'ordre, et
 cela fuffit.”

Therefore, when a black man reccives
any order, he docs not confider the juftice
of that order, but the favour of the
perfon who gives it, and obeys accor-
dingly.

When the Englith troops were firft in
garrifon at Allahabid, the Mogul (who
refides near) came with' his conrt onc
night late to the gates and demanded en-
trance, but without telling who he was;
the officer of the guard refufed to open
the great gates at that time in the night,
without which his clephants could not
enter. The Mogul returned in great
wrath, and next morning fent to the go-
vernor of the fort, to defire that the of-
ficer might be put to death, The anfwer

he
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he reccived on this occafion, gave him the
firft idea of laws, which prevent a fuperior
from taking away the life, or even the
liberty of an inferior; and informed
him, that it is not by the will of the
prince, but the laws of his country, an
individual muft be tried !

The point with them is not whether a
man has done his duty, but whether the
prince is offended with him; if he is,
confifcation of effedts, imprifonment,
and death, are all in his power.

I will not pretend to determice (on a
point which has been often urged) whe-
ther black people are by nature inferior
in underftanding to whitc ; who can judge
of it here, where the nature of the go-
vernment checks the growth of every vir-
tue? Where property is not fecure, what
incitement is there to induftry ! Where
knowledge is of noufe, who will refign
his indolence and eafe in endeavors to
obtain it? In fuch a government can we

o) wonder,
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wouder, that the general charadcriftic of
the ighabitants fhould be ftupidity and
low cunning ?

R t—

Lerrer XLVII

Alabekid, dag. 1767,
HE drefs of the mep as of the
women is unchangeable: it is 2

drefs which appears effeminate, but is
calculated for the exceflive heat of the cli-
mate, being free from all tight bandages
which might prevent the circulation of
blood, and is compofed of muflin ; they
have long drawers, therefore ftockings
and their accompaniments garters are un-
neceffary, a fhirt quite open at the neck
and wrifts, aod a long jemms, which
each reaches down to the ground with
long ftraic flceves; a fath round their
waltes and a turband ; the Nabébs apd
other great men in this part of India have
fome-
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fometimes their drefles made of . fhawl
in the cold feafon, and almoft every man
who can afford it has a fhawl which he
wears over his head and fhoulders; but
this is peculiar to the northern provinces,
where the cold is fevere.

'The lower cafts have only a piece of
tallico from their waltes to their knees,
and a turband. The drefs of both Hin-
doos and Mahomedans is the fame, ex-
cept that the turbands of the firft are
rather fmaller ; and indeed their whole
appearance is fo much alike, thatit would
be difficult to know which religion theyare
of, if the Mahomedans and Hindces, who
wear garments, did not tie the ftrings of
their jemmas, the frft on the left, the
others on the right. i

And there are fome pointsin which the
religion and cuftom of the Hindoos and
Mahomedans bear a refemblance ; butin
others, no two nations the moft diftant
¢an be more unlike,

.

Oz Both
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Both are commanded frequent ablution,
and both are permitted plurality of wives.

A Hindoos’s fear of dcath is leffened by
the confideration that his foul immediately
pafles into fome other man or animal ;
and every change leflfens the number of
tran{migrations the foul has to undergo,
before it becomes perfe&t.

The Mahomedans are ftill more fear-
lefs, from their notion of predeftination,
and from their belief, that whoever is
flain in battle goes immediately into pa-
.radice.

But the Hindoos from their faith in the
metempfychofis, and of confequence their
averfion to bloodfhed (1 fpeak not of the
Rajpoots or Marrattos) are inclined to
peace. -

The Mahomcdans, believing paradife
to be the lot of thofc who fall in battle,

arc inclined to war.
The
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The employment of the Brabmins
ought to be the propagation of virtue,
and the cultivation of the fciences; the
cmployment of the people trade and ma-
nufafories, for only one divifion of the
people were deftined to bear arms.

But the Mahomedans, who defpife the
fciences, and hold trade in contempt,
think no profeflion honorable but that
of war.

The ftrong lines in the chara&er of a
Hindoo arc effeminacy and avarice. Thofe
of a Tartar cruelty and ambition.

Not but there may be an ambitious
Hindoo, and there are many avaritious
Muahomedans ; for it is obfervable, whe-
ther from the climate, from example, or
from both thefe caufes, that the Mufful-
men of India, particularly thofe of fome
generations ftanding, have contraéied the
cffeminacy and avarice of the Hindoos,

o3 ' at
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at the famc time that they have retained
the cruelty of the Tartars.

A Hindoo may acquire riches, though
all the art he can ufe will never advance
him to a higher caff,

But the meaneft cooly of a Maor-man,
by entering into the army, may become
ageneral, or even a Nabdb.

Almoft all the merchants of the coun-
try are Hindoos ; but the menial trades
are follewed by the people of both reli-
gions, though more generally Hindoos.

They are more perfe&, and more fuc-
cefsful, in their favorite occupation of
trade, than the Moor-men in theirs of war;
for although the principles of the Maho-
medan faith fregs them from the fear of
death, their indolence and effeminacy, the
confequences of this climate, have left
them little more than the parade and name
of foldiers, at leaft when compared with
Europeaps, )

6 ) Let-
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LerTter XLVII,

Allababid, Sept, 1767,
HEN we are told, that a fmall
body of troops, compofed of
people enervated by the exceffive heat of
a climate which is not natural to them,
diftant from every refource, and expofed
to all the inconveniencies which an army
labors under in an enemy’s country ; have
conquered whole provinces, and brought
immenfe diftri@ts under their fubjedtion :
‘We are ready enough to account for ir,
by attributing to the enemy the defe&s of
pufillanimity and cowardice. Butall this
has happened in a country where the peo-
ple are warlike, where the name of fol-
dier is honorable, where there are im-
menfe armies, and where the people
mecet death with intrepidity and compo-
fure.

[0 ]9 Thofe
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Thofe who have rémarked on the Eng-
lilh conttitution have obferved, that
every fubjet is equally prote&ted by the
laws, and cqually enjoys the blefling
of liberty, except the army; but the
moment a man cnters into. the army, he
renounces the privileges of a citizen, to
fubje himfelf to the feverity of military
laws,

Even the Roman republicans, tenacious
as they were of their liberty, fubmitted
to the abfolute authority of their military
leaders.

Onthe contrary, in this defporical ftate,
where neither the lives, the property,
or the liberty of the fubjed is defended
by thelaws, where there is in fhort no
law but the will of the Prince, a Gene-
ral has but little authority over his fol-
diers.  They are at once fervile in a civil
capacity, and mutinous in a military onc
and as they do not enter into the army for
. any
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any certain time, the General has no
power to detain them whenever they
chufe toquit; and a man by becoming a
Jeapoy, fo far from fubje@ing himfelfto a
more rigid law, obtains by it the privi-
lege of opprefling others.

The operations of an army have often
been flopt by a mutiny of the feapoys, for
want of pay. For an eaftern prince, fupe-
rior to all laws, and unufed to having any
demand madc upen him, does not think
it neceflary to provide for the payment
of his troops, and, from that want of
punétuality which runs throughout the
whole country in every tranfation, the
promifes which are made to them of Pay
arc feldom kept.

In this uncertaioty of pay, plunder
is the obje@t; and this plunder is not
confined to the encmies country, rapine
and cruelty mark their fteps even in
marching through their own provinces ;
the people endeavor to fly from the vil-

lages
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lages they are to pafs through, with
their wives, children, and cattle.

The great officers of the army carry
their zanannabs, and an infinite number
of fervants; every common Seapoy has
atleaflt a wife and fervant, and officers
have families in proportion ; even their
Jtrtle children are not left behind. An
jmmenfe travelling duzar or market al-
ways follows. So that in fa® a Ma-
homedan army is an unwieldy muldi-
tude; which yiclds to a fmall body of
well-conidufted troops, not from want

of courage in the foldiers, but of condué
" in the leaders.

LzTs
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LerTer XLIX.

Allababid, Septersber 1967,
HE Mahomedans, as well as the
. warlike nations of the Hindoos, are
fond of the parade of cavalry, of which
moft of their armies were compofed 3
but a great and ftrange defe& reigns in
thefe armies. Every foldier finds his
own horfe; if his horfe is killed (as it
is generally impoffible for Bim to pur-
chafe another), he is o longer a foldier.
His livelyhood depends on his horfe more
than on himfelf, and according to the
value of that he reccives his pay. Itis
aftonithing that Mahomedan princes
fhould ever adopt this maxim; for al-
though a Mahomzdan, from his faith in
predeftination, ought not to run away to
fave his own life, he will moft likely
avoid all danger to fave his horfe.

The fubadar Swrajab Ul Dowlet Na-
b of Oud, whom I have mentioned in
a for-
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a former letter, has modelled his army
after the European manner; he makes
conftant improvements, he cafts cannon,
-he difciplines his_troops himfelf, and is
indefatigable in the improvement of his
army, and increafing his infantry; fo
,much that none of the other black powers
.would be able to refit him. Such a
.man as Sujab, having none but Hindoos
or the Mahomedans of India to contend
with, might tranfmit his name to pofte-
.rity as a celebrated warrior, and conquer
the chief part of the empire.

From this perhaps it may be urged,
that all the black princes will fee the
good confequences of a well-conducted
army: they will follow the example of
the Europeans, will confider their own
numbers; and, after being often beat, at
laft conquer their conquerors. The Ro-
mans, without the advantage of numbers,
by copying from all their cnemies, be-
came their mafters.

And
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And Charles the twelfth of Sweden,
for fome time invincible, taught his
cnemies the art of war. But experience
alone will never effe& this; there were
other caufes. Every Roman fought for
himfelf, for his lands and his liberty :
the love of their country was their pre-
dominant principle, even to enthu-
fiafm.

And the enemies of Charles the twelfth,
with all their experience, would never
have been able to oppofe him, had not
they been governed by a prince who had
wifdom and fortitude enough to conquer
firft the fuperftition, and ignorant barba-
rifm of his country: he led his fubjeéts
to alove of virtue, of the fciences, of
their country, and their king!

A defpotical government abfolutely
prevents the growth of thefe virtues in
Hindoftin ; which occafions mighty and

3 in-
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infurmountable obftacles to their ever
conquering the Europeans.’

No one power, however fuperior to
his ncighbours, darcs atwempt it alone,
and alliances are dangerous to enter into.
Every Mahomedan knows within him:
felf, and confequently judges for others,
that honour is too weak a tie, when i
interferes with ambition. In ftates, as
in private life, who will dare to truft his
neighbour 1 for it has frequently been
feen, that where two or more princes,
even amongft brothers, bave united their
forces, the moft powerful, or the moft
cunning, has raifed himfelf at the exs
pence of his allies, and often by affafflina-
tion.

If the General of an Luropean army
is killed, the next in command fupplies
hjs place; and-although fuch an accident
is fome dnprragcment, no confuﬁon
qnfucs.

But
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But jn a Mahomedan army, if the
Prince leads them himfelf and is flain,
his foldiers and fubjetts know nor who
will fucceed 5 all is anarchy! thofe who
compofe the army difperfe themfelves.
There arc generally many pretenders to
the throne, and a civil war enfues;
which makes it impoffible to profecute a
national one. If the army is led by the
Vizier, or any other General ; his death
has the fame immediate effe@ upon the
army as the death of the Prioce, for the:
order of fucceflion is not marked out 10
the command of an ammy, any more than:
to the throne ; and perhaps from the fame
caufe. The General would ever think:
himfelf in danger from his fucceffor ;.
and cither avould devife fome plaufible or
private meansto rid him' of his rival, or
himfelf fall to s riva}’s fuperior cuoning.

All thefe defe@s being confidered, i
appears that the Mabomedans in Tudia
will pever be egual in war to the Eurgs
psavs, mor will any European army

) (where
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(where there is the leaft degree of pro-
portion in numbers) be in danger from
them, unlefs they are joined by other
Europeans. ’

LerTter L.

Allababid, Sept. 1767,

HE armyof the Englith company

on the Bengal cftablithment is

now very confiderable, and if we judge of
the foture by the paft, may be ftill vaftly
increafed; for about ten years fince all
the Europeans in the fervice did not
amount to the prefent number of officers.

The army is at prefent divided into
three brigades ; each brigade confifts of
one battalion of ten companies, of Euro-
pean infantry, with their proper offi-
¢ers; one regiment of ten battalions of

fea-
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feapoys %, or black infantry, with their-
officers to each battalion, and one caljed
Jemautdar, who commands the whole re-
giment; but all thefe officers are inferior
1o the Englifh, for every battalion has an
Englith captain, and an equal number of
fubalterns as a company of Europeans,
a e whole regiment of Seapoys has
ficldofficers, the fame as a battalion of
Europcans. There is no inftance (I have
heard of) of an European foldier being
under a black man, for the ferjeants are
fuperior in command to even the fivft black
officer in the army. Therefore although in
the bulk of the army the natives are moft
numerous, the power and command is
vefted entirely in the Europeans.

" The artillery is one regiment, of four
companies of Europeans, befides black
people.  One company of artillery is at-
tached to every brigade; to each com-
pany of European artillery are four or

¢ Scapoy in the language of the country m'eznsl
& foldier in general, whether of horfe or foot.

P five
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“five companics of Lafeirs, fifty in cach
company. Lafedr means a failor; thefe
people are of the failor caft, aod moftly
from the coaft of Coromandél. They
are cloathed in a uniform of the fame
make as - the Seapoys, only the celor is
Yike the regiment they belong to, bluc
with red; each company of Lafidrs is
commanded by one -of their own peo-
ple called a # Sarang, they are employed
in all the laborious part of the bufinefs
which in Europe belongs to the Ma-
troffes; the climate makes this relief to
the foldiers neceflary.

* To each brigade is one troop of black
cavalry, commanded by an Englih lieu-
tenant, and ufed as a guard to the colonel
of the brigade.

There are befides the three brigades,,
fome battalions called + purgunna Sea-
295, commanded by Englith officers;
thefe are a fort of provincial troops, being

* Sarang, a fea captain, 1 + Purgunna, a diftriét,”
under



* East INDIES, 8c. 211

under the dire®ion of the chiefs of the
Englifh fa&tories.

It is unneceffary to be more particular,

~as I believe this fketch will ferve to give

you a general idea of the Britifh force at
prefent in this part of India.

LerTer LL

Allababid, Sept. 1767,

U PON a late great holiday amongft
the Mahomedans, by defire of-

the Great Mogul, the Englith troops
Wwere out to be reviewed by him. But
it appeared very extraordinary to us,
thache did not take the leaft notice of
any thing, or:even look on the troops!
While they were going. through their evo-
lutions : if he did look, it was with an
cye afkaunt, much pragifed by the Muf-
Julmen ;.. it feems it is inconfiftent with dig-
nity to appear to obferve. -
. Pa How-
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However mortified the foldiers might
be at this feeming negle&, we were fhill
pleafed with fuch an opportunity of view-
ing a fhadow of eaftern magnificence ; for
although the parade exceeded any thing
I had ever feen, it was but a miniature of
former grandeur.

All the trappings of dignity were dif-
played eon this occafion; theMogul himfelf
was on an clephant richly covered with
embroidered velvet, the Howder maghiﬁ-
cently lackered and gilded ; his fons were
likewife on elephants.—The plain was
almoft covered with his attendants; the
officers of his court, their fervants, and
their fervants fervants, Seapoys, Peadars,
&ec. &c. did not amount to lefs than fif-
teen hundred people.

All except the Seapoys were according
1o cuftom drefled in white jemmers and
wrbands, the principal  people were on
horfeback and well mounted : the trdin’
Was.increafed by a grmt ‘many ftate ele-

- phants,’
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phants, ftate palenqueens, and led horfes
richly caparifoned.

The gilding of the bowders and palen-
quéens, the gold ftuffs of the bedding and
cufhions, the filver and gold ornaments,
the taffels and fringe of . various colors,
fome of them even mixed with fmall
pearls, the rich umbreflas, trappings of
the horfes, and all together glittered in
the fun, and made a moft brilliant ap-
pearance.

Such is the pomp of eaftern kings!
and all the Indians of any fort of confide-
tion pride themfelves on the number of
their attendants.

After the review was over, the Mogul
had a public Divan or Court. On thefe
occafions he is feated on the Mufnud,
which is a ftand about the fize of a fmall
bedftead, covered with a rich cloth;
upon it is an oblong plate of filver gilded
and wrned up round the cdges; in this
he fits crofs-legged, as is the fathion of

' P3 the
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the country. In this manner the prince,

‘furrounded by the officers of his court,
receives all petitions, and thofe who have
the honor to be prefented to him.

The petitioner, leaving his flippers at
the outfide of the door, enters, making
three Saldms, and bowing 'his forehead to
the ground, approaches with his petition,
and fome gold * moburs in his hand, gene-
rally fays, ¢ take, read this my petition,
the day will come when all petitions fhall
be heard.” If the Mogul gives a- nod of
approbation, the petition and gold moburs
are received by an officer for that purpofe.

.The Englifh field officers were all pre-
fented to him ; the officer before he enters
the Divan is taken into another apart-
ment, and 'a Moor’s drefs is given him,
which is a prefent from the Mogul : this
he puts on, then leaving his fhoes at the
door he cnters the Divan, making three
Salims, after which he advances forward
to the Muflnud, and prefents fome gold
moburs, which thé Mogul orders onc of

* Gold Rupees. B
is
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his officers to receive, without taking any
further notice of the perfon prefented to
him. -

The drefs given on thefe occafions is
generally fhewy and flight, embrojdered
with plated gold and colored filks, upon
muflin, more or lefs rich according to the
rank of the perfon to whom it is given;
the Sere Peach, the jewel which ornaments
the forepart of the turband, is compofed
of cmeraids, diamonds, and rubies, but
moftly imperfect flones,

It is the cuftom throughout the eaft,
whenever an inferior is introduced to a
fuperior, to approach him with a prefent
of money ; the fuperior’s prefent is always
a drefs, a horfe, an elephant, or a ftring of
pearl, &c. &c.

Py Lzrs
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Letrer LIL
Fort of Allababad, Scptember 1367,

AM now entertained and difturbed

by the noife of a * Fakir; his
mother was buried under a large
tree, near the walls of this fort, in the
bed of The Ganges ; and the pious Fakir
-has made a vow never to leave the fpot.
As foon as it was known that he had takep
this refclution, he was in no danger of
Mtarving, being fupplied with all neceffa-
ries by the picty of thofe weak people,
who began to look upon him as a faing :
he. had not been long under the trec
-when the rajns commenced ; and, as the
river increafed, and extended itfelf to
that part, he was under a neceflity of
climbing into the trec, where, by the
help of a fmall picce of board, fixed to
the upper branches, on which he fits, he

.* Fakir, Fakicr, or Faquier.
+ with
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with difficulty keeps himfelf above the
water : expofed, without fhelter, and al-
moft without clothes, to the inclemency
of the heavy rains.

It is aftonithing with what refolution
thefe Fakirs keep the vows they have
made. As his danger is increafed, his
reputation is increafed alfo; he is far-
ronnded with boats to bring him pro-
vifions, and by thofe who either with to
fatisfy their curiofity with the fight of fo
holy a man, or to be bencfited by his
prayers.

If his conftitution fhould be able to
fupport him through the changes of the
feafons, he is likely to become as great
a faint with the Mahomedans, as the
Brabmin who holds up his arms at Bene-
ras'is with the Hindcos #.

The Fakirs arc moftly ill-looking
wretches, from feveral caufes ; they oficn
¥ Therc are Fakirs of both religions.

let
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let their hair and beards grow, without
ever combing or wathing themfelves, and
affe® a fort of penance, by covering
their heads with afhes, turning their
eyes acrofs, and diftorting their features.

At Bencras I faw a company of Fa-
#irs of the fighting caff. Thefe fellows,
who join the chara@er of prieft, foldier,
and beggar,’ carry terror wherever they
go, particularly as they are in. large
jparties : they were armed with a target,
a matcblock, and pike; a piece of cloth
round their middle, and a turband, was
their whole drefs.

_ T am informed, that there are many
of thefe fighting priefls in the diftant
provinces, who arc employed as foldiers ;'
-but it is very uncommon for them to ftrole
fo far down The Ganges.

Buhwant VZing, ‘the Rajah of the pro-
yince of Beneras, is tributary to the Na-
bébh
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béb Surajab Ul Dowlet ; they are now
at great comity, although not at war :
Bulwant Zing has lately been ordered to
repair to Oud, to give an account of his
adminiftration, and pay his accuftomed
tribute ; which he does not think proper
to comply with; but is retired to 2 ftropg
fort he has upon the banks of The Gan-
ges: whether he has really defrauded the
Nabéb of his rights, or whether the Na-
béb only makes it a pretence, in order to
pillage him, and perhaps deprive him of
his government, is very difficult to know ;
but which ever it is, the Réjah is too
well acquainted with Eaftern politics to
put himfelf in his cnemy’s power.

In revenge for this caution, it feems
the Nab6b encouraged the Fakirs to over-
run the province, in order to diftrefs the
Rijab,

LEep-
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LerTer LIIL

September 1763,
T gives me much pleafure that [ am -
now able . give you fome account
of the Oriental ladies, which would never
have been in my power had I remained
at Calcutua.

I was lately, with much ceremony,
introduced into a great Mufulman’s Za-
nanmab; a favour which they are not
very fond of granting to Europeans.

The great man’s wives were feated on
cuthions, crofs. :legged, as is the cuftom
of the coumry ; ‘the reft of the' numcrous
attendants of females were fiting on the
carpet, or ftanding round.

Even the handfomeft of the Mahome-
vdan‘ women have very difagrecable com-
plexions 3
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Plexions ; and the faireft amongft them
may rather be called more yellow than
more white; but they are admired in
proportion as they are diftant from black :
a beauty much cftecmed in them is the
long-cut eye, and long eye-brows, which
moft of them have nawrally; buc the
female infants have fometimewthe fkin at
the corner of their eyes cut, 1o increafe
their length, and give them more room to
play: it muft be acknowledged, that
there is often a wantonnefs in the rolling
of their eyes; but, exclufive of that,
many of the Eaftern women have fo much
beauty in their fine long black eyes,
eye-brows, and long black eye-lafhes,
that if they were fet off by a fine red and
white complexion they would be incom-
parable.

. They are generally fmall perfons, and
delicately made; crookedncfs is a defe&
unknown amongft them ; and it is faid
that their blagk fkins have a moft delicate
{oftnefs.

The



222 LETTERS FROM THE

The drefs, which is'not, as in Europe,
continually altering to what is called the
fathion, but unchangeable, confifts of a
pair of long ftraight drawers, of filk, or
gold or filver ftuff; a fort of gown, called
a jemden, moftly of very fine muflin,
worked with thread, or gold, or filver;
the jemden has very long ftraight fleeves
down to the wrifts; and the waift fo thort
that it fcarcely reaches below the arms ;
the fkirt is plaited very full, and hangs
down upon the-ground. Itis an exceeding
light drefs, and fearcely a covering:
but the climate requires cvery thing
which contibutes to coolnefs; befide,
they are never feen but by onc man;
their long black hair is parted on the
forehead, combed fmooth, and hangs
down behind : they generally throw a
piece of fhawl, or filver gauze, over
them, which is a fort of vail or cloak.

The jewcls they wear are moftly fu-"
‘perb ; their necks are ornamented with
long rows of pearls, mixed with rubies,

4 emeralds,
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emeralds, &c.; which jewels are often
rough, and holes bored through them,
to ftring as the pearls: they have like<
wife jewels fet as ornaments for their
necks, arms, &c.; the workmanthip is
always clumfy, and the jewels a mixwure
of bad and good ; befides, they moftly
fpoil their diamonds, by cutting them
in flac pieces before. they are fet; their
ear-rings are generally a bunch of loofe
pearl, which are very ornamental : they
wear rings on their fingers and tocs ; but
it is moftly the loweft caffs of women who
have rings in their nofes.

‘The Eaftern dadies are not ftrangers to
arts which embellith the, perfon; they
wafh their hair and eye-bto\Vs with a
leaf which makes them: of a perfeét black;

-and-ufe a black- powder, which, with a
knife, they convey into their eyes; it
fefts upon the lower eye-lath, and is faid
to give life to the eye; they ftain the
nails of their. fingers and toes with red,
and paint the palms of their hands :md
_hottoms of their feet. :

L1 Theis
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Their chief employment is bathing,
{moaking the hooker, and feeing the girls
dance, while others play upon a fort of
drum ; for no man is admitted within
the walls of the Zaunannab ; whatever can-
pot be performed by the. girls, is the
bulinefs of cunuchs.

Whenever the ladies go out of the
Zanannab, which is very rare, they are
i covered carriages, called Adackries,
drawn by bullocks, with clofe curtains
all round; or elfe in covered doolies,
fomething like a chair, carried by men ;
fo that it is impoffible for them to be
feen; and it is neceflary they fhould
guard againft it, for the jealoufy of the
Muffulmen cxceeds all bounds; and a
woman’s being feen by any ftranger,
particularly an infidel, might coft her no
1efs 2 penalty than her life.

Confinement cannot be reckoned a
misfortune to thefe women, as they

have
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fhave always been accuftomed to it; and
befides would be degraded to a level
with the loweft people were they to ap-
pear in public. Many of them have been
married, by the care of their parents,
even in their infancy; and the others
have moftly been purchafed when very
young, and brought up in the Zanan-
nabs ; fo that they can know little more
of the world than what they fec around
them.

If a man has ever fo many favorites
and women, they live together in the
Zapannab; bt fometimes not without
jealoufy and ftrife between themfelves.

Among(t the Nabébs and other grear
-people, there is aiways one woman who
takes place of the reft, is drefled with
more magnificence, treated with greater
sefped, and is cslled the Bigum. Butit
is difficult to detecmine what it is which
entitles them to this pse-cminenge ; fore-

L. times
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times it is the firlt wife, but oftener tite
mother of the firflt male child. .

As the Mahomedan principles do not
allow women any fhare in religion, fo of
courfe they have no public fhare in go-
vernment, or any other, except the in-
fluence of a beautiful face over an iguno-
rant and voluptuous prince.

Thefe poor women, not only are never
feen, but, if poffible, they are never
named out of the Zanannabh : a Mahome-
dan never.fpeaks of his wives ; and it is
thought a very greataffront and indelicacy
to enquire after them. ,

The Zanannabs of the people of con-
dition have fpacious apartments, and
gardens with baths and jet d’eaus; buc
the buildings are heavy and in bad tafte ;
the women enjoy the cool air in thie
evenings' on the terraces; and notwith-
-ftanding  cheir averfion'to exercife,. they
oL N fome-
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fometimes amufe themfelves with fwmgmg
in the gardens.

‘The Indian women have often children
at twelve ycars of age; and by the time
they are turned of twenty are thought old
women ; and are really fo in point of beau-
ty ; for after fifteen their complexions
grow every year darker: the climate, as
it haftens their maturity, likewife haftens
their decline.

The boys, as well as girls, are kept in
the Zanannab while they continue young,
not however without fometimes going
outs

Q2 “Lare
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"LerTter LIV.

Allababid, Oftober 17’67.

“HE diverfions in India 3¢ but few;

the grear Moaor-men fometimesy

amufe themfelves with hawking ; a paf-
time not very pleafing w0 Europeans ;
the company apon thefg parties goont on
clephants, or on horfe-back, sill they
come to fome proper place for the fpor,
which is generally a plece of water or
fwamp ; here the hawks are unhooded by
theirkeepers, and let flys when a flight
of poor harmlefs birds are upon the
wing, the bawk mounts up inthe air, and
falls unexpe@edly upon one of them,
which he brings to the ground; he im-
mediately pierces it with his beak, and
draws its blood. This isa very expenﬁve
diverfion, and fit only for a prince.
Every hawk has its feparate keeper; and
the fum they give for a fipe bird is in-

suedibje.

They
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They have fometimes fights ‘between
wild beafts, fuch as tigers, wild ele-
phants, - buffaldes, &c. but thefe are not
yery common: it is a barbarous amufe-
ment, and can give pleafure o none but
thofe who delight in blood.

They have jugglers, pofture-mafters,
fire-caters, &c.; thefe fellows:are for-
prifingly dextrous in the poftures they
throw themfelves into; but the reft of the
performances are poor and childith,

But the favotité ad moft ¢onftant
amuferment of the great, both Makiome.
dans and Hindoos, and indeed 4il rapis of
people, is called a notch ; which is the
performance of the dancing girls: every
man who can afford it has at leaft one
fet of dancing girls, who make part of
his Zanannab. If they happen to be in
favour, they fometimes become of con-
fequence. The mothers of two of the
o late
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late Nab6bs of Muxadabid were origis
nally dancing girls.

It is common to fend to Perfia, Cath.
mire, and other countries, to purchafe
the moft beautiful female children ; thefe
are fairer than the inhabitants of Hin-
doftin; but have none of that beautifnl
red’ which animates' and gives life to
beauty in colder climates. ‘The Eaftern
ladies, however, are not without fuch
charms as are pleafing to their country-
men ; and there are many proofs that
Europeans-do not think them altogether
intolerable; time and cuftom reconciles
them to the yellow and the black, which
at firlt appears frightful, .

~ 'When a black man has a mind to com-
pliment an Egropean, he treats him
with 2 motch ; but on thefe occafions his
favorite women never appear; for they
are equally jealous of their concubines as
of their wives,

k
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. It is difficult to give you any proper
idea of this entertainment; which is fo
very delightful, not only to black men,
but to many Europeans.

A large room is lighted up; at one
end fit the great people who are to be
entertained ; at the other are the dancers
and their atendants; one of the girls
who are to dance comes forward, for
there is feldom more than one of them
dance atatime; the performance confifts
chiefly in a continual removing the thawl,
firlt over the head, then off again; ex-
tending firt one hand, then the other;
the fect are likewife moved, though a
yard of ground would be fufficient for
the whole performance. But it is their
languithing glances, wanton fmiles, and
attitudes not quite confiftent with de-
cency, which are fo much admired ; and
whoever excels moft in thefe is the fineft
dancer.

Q4 The
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The girl fings, while fhe is dancing,
fome Perfian or Hindoftin fong ; fome of
them are réally pleafihg to the ear, but
are almoft entirely ‘drowned by the ac-
companiments : feveral black fellows
ftand behind, who likewife fing with all
the ftrength of voice they are mafters of;
making, at the fame time, the moft ridi-
culous grimaces; fome of themi playiag
upon a fitar, which is fomething like 4
guitar, but greatly infetior even to that
wifling inftrament ; others on a fort of
drum, or tamborin; urually called fomivm;
bue ail this; Joud as it is, is dtowned by
thofe who pliiy with two pieces of bellv
mietal; which they work between their
ﬁngcri, afid mike the fame noife as bra~
ziers at-work upon a large ¢oppet.

The common people hire dancing pirls
to pecform at their tariafbes : compavics
of tliem ;are often tlie property of men
whofe trade it is; any perfon may purs
chafe one of thefe girls, for they are

bought
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bought and fold with as little ceremony
as animals,

St R — v

LerTeEr LV.

Alababid, OF. 136y,
HE N we reflet on the extremé
flownefs -of the people in Hin-
doftin, and obferve how deficient they
are in all the fciendes, as well as the
polithed arts of life: when we fee that
the generality are little fuperior in know-
ledge to the bite creation; and that the
tioft learned anongft them have fearcely
an idea beyond the country they live in;
it is matter of aftoniflument to fee thé
children lively, a&ive, and of quick on-
dérftanding.

Little boys 4nd girls are med and
&fomen in ininiature ; their quicknefsand.
vivacity
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vivacity is accompanied with a fteadinefs
and fedatenefs that would do credit ‘to,
any period of life ; from the age of feven
or cighr, to about fourteen, they appear
equally free-from-the follies of child-
hood and the heavy ftupidicy which ge-
nerally comes upon them afterwards. In-
deed one may almoft fay, that in this
conntry mfancy is the age of matu-
rity. . -

The children are brought up here with
very little trouble or expence; the heat
of the climate nourifhes thefe little ones;
Tcarcely any thmg more is required but
to wath and give them food. The con-
tinual nurfing and exercife which is
given to infants in cold climates, and the
drefling agd undrefling, is unknown in
this;- the heat makes clolhmg entirely
unneceflary ; for till the age of four or
five they are perfe@ly naked ; and the
gxceflive perfpiration .carries o&' all hu-
mours, and anfwers the purpofe of botb
gxcrcnfe and phyfic,

In
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In about four months they begin to
crawl by themfclves ; and are, in every
refped, as forward as children of twice
that age in cold climates,

The wifdom of Providence has or-
dained, that the fame cnervating climate,
which renders the women too weak and
indolent to endure fatigue in bringing
up their off-fpring, renders that fatigue
unneceflary.  And the Indian women
feem to be cxempt from that part of the
curfe which the difobedience - of Eve
brought on our fex : ““ In forrow thou fbalt
¢ bring forth children.”

Education, except with fome fuperior
¢afts of Hindoos, isa thing unthought-of;
therefore food (which, as it is feldom more
than rice and water, is extremely cheap)
is all the parents have to provide.

In this iron government, where the
laborer is mever certain of his hire, and
is hourly liable to be legally pillaged of

‘ the
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the fmall pittance his labor has acquired,
were not the neceffaries of life confined
to avery few things, and the children
fooon able to fhifc for themfelves, it
would be impoffible for any but the rich
o maintain cven one wife and family.
The land would bedepopulated, and do-
imeftic happinefs confinedto a few,

LerT z_'x LVI.

. Alabadid, OA. 1767,

Y _YOWEVER fatal this climate may
be to Europeans, I believe the

matives are as free from difeafes as
the people in any part of the world.
“They do not.live to a gréat age, but
while they live are afflited with bue few
diforders ; they are weak and enervated,
but free from the pain of clironical dif-
orders. “Their refaxed frames could dot
Jong fupport them under violent paids,
‘ their
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their deaths are generally rathey fudden,
and moftly occafioned by fevers, -

The diforders they are liable to are fo
few, that much ftudy in phyfic, and greac
variety of medicines, feemsunneceffary, .
The art of phyfic, if it can be called an
art in India, confifts chicfly in the know-
ledge of fimples, fuch as hot and cold
herbs, hot and cold feeds, &c.

‘The extreme temperance which, both
from the tenets of their religion, and the
fmalloefs of their income, the generality
of-the people are obliged to obferve #,
faves them from many diforders. The
greateft proof of the purityof their bleod
is the cafe with which their wounds are
cured, for numberlefs inftances have heen,
fean of Seapoys, and others of the natives
following the camp, who have been cured
of wounds which to an European would
be mortal, or at leatt extremely dan-
gerous, and that with little more than

* All the Hindoos.
binding
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binding the wound together, to the afto.
nithment of the Englith furgeons.

Some of the fuperior cafts of Hindoos,
who cannot fubmit to be touched by an
‘European, are cured by their own peo-
ple that follow the camp, who drefs their
wounds with the extra& of herbs: im
fhort, they are almoft fclf-cured.

Many wounds, which in an European
would make an amputation neceffary, can
in them be cured without ; which is very
fortunate, for furgery isftill lefsunderftood
than medicine. They are fo far from
ftudying anatomy, that the Hindoos even
conceive horror at the idea of it. They
very rarély let blood of their patients,
and never but in the greateft. cxtremity.

LgT-
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Lerter LVII.

Akababid, O&. 1767,
FTER the piure I have given
A you of the indolence and ftupi-
dity of the inhabitants of India, itis but
juft to give fome account of that patience
and ‘neatnefs, by which fome of their
manufa&ories are brought to fuch perfec-
tion, that Europe can boaft of nothing to
cqual them. The moft curious of which
are the muflins and filligrane. i

Weaving is the employment of the
greatelt number of the people through-
out India ; but the greateft manufalary
for fine ‘muflins, callicoes, dimities, &c.
is at a place called Daca, in Bengal, and
formerly the’capital of that province.
The exquifite finenefs of fome of the
muflios is inconceiveable; for thofe
which are made for the Mogul and his
“zanannab arc ten times the price of any

5 allowed
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allowed to be made for Europeans or
“any other merchants.

Embroidery and acedlework of all
forts, is likewife brought to the greateft
perfection at Daca. The needlework
is all performed by men.  Their flownefs
is intolerable, but their patience is with-
out end. '

This extreme flownefs is the caufe of
all the works being exceflively expenfive ;
for although the wages of each perfon is
‘mot more than three or four rupees a
month ; the length of time they areaboye
every picce of work, makes it coftly at
the end.

‘They will copy from any pattern yoo
give them with the greateft ezaéinefs,
but never invent a pattern of thejr
pwn, nor have, they the ingenuity to
make any ajteration according to
the piece they are at work upon ; or to
difpofe of the differept forts of work or
¢olors, fo as to form the beausy of the

4 whole.
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whole. In fhort, with the moft exqui-
fite neatnef§, they are utterly ‘devoid of
tafte.

The fineft filligranc is allo made at
Dacca: this is work which requires gredt
delicacy and patience; it is not perfo-
rated like the filligrane made in Europe,
but the gold or filver is cut into long
pieces like fine threads, and foldered to-
gether with fueh extraordinary neatnefs,
that it is impoffible, vpon the moft cu-
rious examination, to difcover by. what
means it is joined. It is extremely light,
bue ftill vaftly expenfive, for the labor
cofts about ten times as much as the metal.

At Benaras is a great manufattory of
gold and filver filks and gauzes: they
are very coftly from the caufes I have
before mentioned, and are by no means
bezutiful in proportion to their price;
for they have no method of dreffing the
filks fo as to give them a glofs, nor can
‘they die them of any beautiful colors;

R * there
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therefore all the filks manufaltured in
Hindoftan have a peculiar dulnefs; the
gold and filver in them does not make an
appearance equal to the quaatity, for
they know not the art of drawing it out
to the exceflive fincnefs requifite for co-
vering the thread.

The chief nfe made of the filks by the
inhabitants is for long drawers, which
arc worn by both men and women;
the filver and gold gauzes are worn by
the women in the fame manner as they
wear a fhaw).

In the towns where fuch goods are made
as the company trades in, fome of their
‘fervants are obliged to be ftationed : if it
s a confiderable factory, there is gene-
rally onc of the council, and feveral gen-
tlemen under him, to colle@ the goods,
or rather to get them made ; for the work-
people feldom begin a piece of cloth, or
any other work, till they have part of
.she noney in hand; fo that, inftead of

pur-
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purchafing the goods of the makers, they
are obliged to retain valt multitudes of
weavers, &c. advancing money before
any thing can be done.

The other European companies have
likewife their faftories; and private mer-
chants, both Europeans and black men,
are obliged to colle& their goods by the
fame means, if they. chufe to have them
from the firft hand.

This is the method with the people
of all trades: therefore, whatever a per-
fon chufes to have made, they moft fend
for the maker, and advance him about
half the price, to purchafe materials. If
it isa filverfmith, one muft give him the
full weight of the piece of plate Reis to
make, in rupees, befides paying in part
for his workmanthip. In this and all
other works they are equally tedious;
which is occafioned not only by the natu-
ral flownefs and indifference with which
they go about every thing, but alfo by

R 2 their
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their want of proper tools. The Indians
are very bad mechanics ; they do not to
this day know the ufc of a loom, butlay
their threads the whole length of the
picce of cloth they are to weave. For
thefc reafons, that which might be per-
formed in a few hours, becomes the em-
ploymcnt of many days.

One is at a Tofs which to wonder at
moft, their patience in completing any
picce of work with fuch tools, or theit
ftupidity in not inventing others; or
laftly, their obftinacy in refufing to adopt
a better method when it is pointed out to
them ; they content themfelves with. fay-
ing, This is the method my father ufed,
and my grandfather before him ; why then
fhouid 1 alter it?

' Nelther Mahomedans or Hindoos ever
change their mode, either in drefs, farni-
ture, carriages, or any other thing : there-
fore invention and improvement are . ne,
part of their ideas.

LET-
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Lerter  LVIII

Alababid, OF. 1767.

OU are not to underftand that my
accounts of the people and cuf-

toms are to be applied to Hindoftin in
general, but to the country up the
Ganges in particalar: for although the-
whole is the empire of the Great Mogul,
and the people are every where ‘parly
Hindoos and partly Mahomedans, and
there arc many cuftoms which are the
fame throughour, ftill there are others
that are only local, which canndt be won-
dered at in fuch an immenfe country.
And if cuftoms, and even laws, both re-
ligious and civil, depend much on cli-
mare, fituation, &c. one may naturally
fuppole, that as in this very ettenfive
empire there is difference in the climate,
the foil, different produ@ions of the earth
R 3 and
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and the like; various neceflities have
produced different cuftoms,

One material particular is the fchifm
in the Hindso religion : the Hindsos of the
Decan and Carnatic are guided 'by the
books called the Vidiam, as thofe of the
Ganges are by the Slgflab; apd altho'
the forms of seligion are here numerous
and the fuith abfurd, they are few and
rational, when compared with the cere-
monics and fables of the Hindgos in the
fouthern provinces. India "below . the
Ganges being a peninfula, is great part
of it fea coaft, beflides many iflands;
and that perhaps is the reafon, that there
are fcarcely any cafls in thofe .countries
except the Brabmins, who are not allowed
to cat fith, for there are fome parts
where, if the poorer fort were not per-
mitted that privilege, they muft flarve,
from inability to purchafe other food.

The
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The climate both on the Coromandél
and Malabir coaft, is infinitely more cool
and healthy than this inland country,
being refrethed with breezes from the fea;
to which caufe I prefume itis owing, that
the people arc more active and rhorc inge-
nious. The Hindeo women are lefs con-
fined, and appear pubilcly in the ftreets,
even thofe of confiderable rank.

Thete are numberlefs other deviations,
which I am nor qualified to particularize 3
therefore I muft again obferve, that youn
are not to apply my accounts to all India.

The languages arc likewife different,
and even upon the Ganges there is fomé
difference in the provinces. In the freateft
part of Bengal the dialeé i called by the
natives Bengalla, which isa ¢orruption of
that ufually called by the Englith Moors.
That which we term Mbors, begins - to
be fpoken with propricty about Coffum-
buzir and Musadabad, but ftill more

R 4 per-
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perfettly the bigher onc advances up the
Ganges.  All about this country, it is
always called Hindofliney ke bagut, or the
Hindoftan langyage, although it is fo far
from being the univerfal tongue, that in
many parts the natives would not know
what Hindoftdney ke boaut means, or per-
baps, even Hindao, for on the fea coaft,

is Edrkuptcd into Gentoo, and mauy voy-
agers, particularly the French, ‘have
gutcn them the appellation of Gentiles.

Thc qudoﬂqu l;mguage, I mean what
weeall Moors, is the Indian Rajpoot lan-
guage, mixed with many Arabic, Per-
fiap, -and Tartar words; it is not fur-
pnﬁug, con”ﬁdcnngthc npmber of Per-
fians and Tartars in this part-of India,
4nd the Indian’ Rajpoot is a corruption of
the, Sanferity as the Itahan i of the
Lann. ,

" The univetfal language in the Maho-
medan courts, 1 belicve throughout the
cmpu-e, is thePerfian; in which tongue

all
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all bufinefs is tranfaled with the Mogul.
and Nabébs ; for this reafon Perfian inter~
preters arc allowed to the Governors,
&c. and at prefent many Englith gentle-,
men, both civil and military, apply them:,
felves to the ftudy of that: language,;
which, on account of its great ufefulnefs,:
is eftccmed the fure road to preferment,:
and will continue fo, tiil numbers make
that acquifition lefs valuable.

The men in this part of India are in'
general much taller and more robuft than
thofe in the province of Bengal; ‘and
value themfelves upon being better fol--
diers: many of them, particularly the
Perfians and Tartars, who are numerous
in thefe parts, have fo little title to the ap-
pellation we givethem of black, thatif they
were dreffed as Europeans, they would
differ from fuch as have been long ex-
pofed to this climatc, rather as being
paler than darker.  They do not like to
be called black men, and thofe of the
highgft rank are in gencral leaft fo ; fince

: they
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they have the power to chufe the hand-
fomeft wives, and often fend for beauties
to diftant countries, the children naturally
partake of their mother’s complexion
therefore it is thought extraordinary that
the prefent Great Mogul fhould be ex-
tremelydark, particularly as itis obferved,
ghat the race of Tamerlane arc moftly fair.
Towards Delhi the people are faid to be
fairer than here, and continue to grow
more fo in proportion as they arg farther
from the fun.

They ufually call the Europeans /o
addamay which means red men; and, in-
deed, it is no very improper appcllation
for a fun-burnt Englith-man.

Ln—l
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Lerrer LIX.

Allababid, OF. 1767,

HE fort, or city, of * Allahabid

is a very large fort; it contains a

royal palace, agreeably fituated, in a

fine country ; and has on two fides the

rivers Ganges and Jumna; a circumftance

which one fhould nawrally fuppofe;

would render it tolerably cool; but,

partly from its being in a very hot cli-

mate, and partly from the mode of build-
ing, it is extremely hot,

In the middle of the palace is a fmall
fquare, walled round, in the centre of
which is a fquare building, .fupported by
pillars; by a very narrow flair-cafe you
arrive at a fmall room in the centre,
which has four doors, leading into four

* Allshabid, the Abad, o city of Allah, or God,
known in moft maps by the name of Helebas.
littje
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little Varandas; by afcending another
narrow ftair-cafe yon come to a fmall
marble room, [which: forms a' fort of cu-
polato the building s this is the higheft
in: the palacé; ‘and overlooks all the
reﬁ. . © e e vy

. ’_I'hq‘palace contains apartments for
the Mogul, .a Durbar, a Zanannab,, and
an_infinite: number- of different fets of
apartments or houfes for all the officers.
of the court and their familics..

" Each of the honfes have a court walled
round; and moft of them are built like
two boufes joined together ; fo that ‘the
women may be concealed, not only from
their nc:ghbours, but from the male do-
meftics of their own family : ‘fome of the
rooms are large'-and lofty, and open to-
wards the river ; but'at the ends of the
larg® rooms are generally two or three
very fmall ones, dark and low,  without
the leaft opening for the admiffion of light
or air; thefe are intended to retire to in

the,
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the heat of the day, when they fleep; for
coolnefs is not to be ‘expefted from ad-
mitting the air, but by thutting it out till
the fun is down: the houfes are flat-
roofed, with- fpacious terraces on the tops,
open towards the river ; but furrounded
on the other fides by a wall high enough
to prevent their being over-looked ; thefe
terraces are extremely agreeable after
fun-fet, when you are once upon'them’;
but the ftair-cafes which lead to them
are fo extremely fieep and. narrow, that
they cannot be afcended without much
difficulty and fatigue.

The palace is entirely built of flone
hewn out of the rocks on the banks of
adiftant part of The Ganges, and brought
here at a valt expence ; it is fomething
Jike ‘'what we call in England Portland-
ftone, but of a coarfer grain, and much
more porous.

. Befides, they have not the method of
gmng it a polith; fo that it is extremely
rough
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rough and unpleafant to the eye, parfl-
cularly in the infides of the rooms. :

Every part of the palace is built with
this {tone; not only the walls of the
houfes, - but the roofs, the floors, the
- terraces, the flair-cafes, pillars, and fup-
ports, of whatever kind, are all cut out
of fone: all the fquares, paffages, &
8c. are paved with the fame ; fo thar,
in fhort, till the Englith have refided
bere, there perhaps was mot a bit of
wood, brick, glafs, iron, or any mate-
rial -bat flone, to be found throughout
the building,

You will eafily fuppole, from this ac
count, that the palace is not, by any
means, light and clegant; the walls, in
the lighteft part, arc about four or five
feet in thicknefs; and as many of the
rooms are a fort of oftagon, and covered
at the top, they are in fome parts much
thicker ; moft of the large.ones have a
great oumber of njches in the walls, in-

7 tended
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tended to hold lamps for illumijoations at
their notches and tamafhes.

The thicknefs of the imildings,pre-
vents, for fome time, the fun from pene-
trating ; but when it has once penetrated,
the ftonc retains the heat fo much, thae
it is equally hot by night asby day; and
after the hot feafon has been fome time
fet in, every ftone contains the heat of 2
fire, and the refie&ion. from one wall o
another renders every part as hot-and
clofe as an oven. ,

Befides, all the long paffes thronghoue
the different parts of the palace are very
narrow, with high walls, which reflo®
the heat, and prevent the admiffion of the

air.

All thefe circumftances together make
the fort of Allababid, in the montbs of
May, June, and July, the hotteft place
in this part of India; and, indeed, be-
yond what can be conceived but by ex-

pericuce 3
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“perience: after the rains have cooled
every other place, it is a confiderable tinte
before it can,penetrate fo as to cool thefe
-walls.

Befides the palace, there are apartments
“fora‘vaft number of foldiers,

The only buildings wherein the Maho- .
‘medans thew any good tafte are the gate-
‘ways; there are many in this part of the
‘country which have a very handfome ap-
pearance.  They are lofty enough-to ad-
mit an elephant with an howder, and
‘wide 'in ‘proportion ; therefore the maf-
fivenefs of the flone work, which in
finaller buildings ‘would be clumfy, in
‘them appears grand.  The great gate of
this fort, which fronts the country,
crowned with turrets and ‘ornaments in
‘proportion to its vaftnefs, is a very ftrik-
ing and noble piece of archite@ure,

Near Allahabid are fevera@l garden-
houfes and biths, formerly belonging
5 te
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to fome of the retainers to the court; and
many mofques feattered about : the coun-
try round is fertile and pleafant, butex-
tremely hot and unhealthy in the feafon.
After the rains, which are over about
O&ober, it begins to grow very cold,
which contirues for about three or four
months ; during which time itis a very
delightful climate.

The natives Lave a prodigiqus opinion
of this fort; it is furrounded By a very
thick wall, and ftrong fortilications ;
and, till it was taken by the Eng-
lith, was decemed an impregnable place.
They fay, according to their hyperbolic
way of exprefling themfelves, that the
building of it coft three crores, three
lacks, three thoufind three hgndred and
three rupees, three annas, Shd three

pice. ‘
-

S L.
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Lerter LX.

Alababid, Nov. 1967,

F it was always the cold feafon. who
would diflike India? it is really de-
lightful ! the rains arc over, and not a
cloud is to be feen in the fky; the air
is freth, and the fun, which fhines with-
out intermifion, gives a warmth which
is pcrfcgtly agreeable; in every part of
the country the earth fhoots forth its
abundance ; vegetation is fo quick, that
the eye may almoft perccive it; and
the plains, which not a week fince ap-
peared to be only fand, are now covered
with different kinds of grain, grown up
to fuchfhgight as entirely to alter the
face of the country, as if by the power
of enchantment. And the bed of The
Ganges, which fo latcly, from the walls
of the fort, as fur as the eye could reach,
was onc entirc fheet of water, now fhews
the
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the ripening corn, almoft ready for the
reaper’s hand.

Health, ftrength, and vivacity, begin
to return to thofe who lingered through
the hot feafon; and the cold, which in
the evenings and mornings is really tharp,
braces up the nerves, which the intenfe
heat had rclaxed; for although this is
the hoteft place we know of in the hot
feafon, it is likewife the coldeft.-.

In this feafon the country round Alla-
habid abounds in variety of fruits and
vegetables: the two rivers fupply us
with excellent fith, and the fields with
game in abundance of almoft every fpe-
cies and kind ; of the quadruped, veni-
fon, hares, wild hogs; of the feathered
race, peacocks, wild ducks, wild geefe,
partridges, beccaficos, green pigeons,
and a variety of others, peculiar to the
country, all excellent of their kind, and
in great plentys

S2 The
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The weather continues fine for near
three months after the rains, when it
begins to grow intenfely hot; and the
face of the earth changes from fertile
green to burning fanls.

LerTter LXIL

Allababad, Nov. 1767,

HE water of The Ganges, in the
belief of the Hindoos, both the
followers of the Vidiam and Shaflah, is
every where holy ; but in fome parts it
is extremely venerated ; Beneras is one
of thefe places, .perhaps on account of
the univerfity of Brabmins there; and in
general it is more valued the nearer to
the pafs by which it enters (from the
country of Thibit), through the mountains
which form the barrier to Hindoflan,
and which the Indians believe to be the

fource of the river.
But
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But particularly the meeting of the
two rivers, where The Jumna difcharges
itfelf into The Ganges, has for time im-
memorial been eflcemed by the Hindoos

. @ blefled water: happy was the perfon
who could receive a litle of it; but
fupremely fo the man who could bathe
himfelf in it: and many were the pil-
grimages from the moft remote parts of
Hindoftin.

But long had the diftralion of the
empire, the impofitions and cruelties of
peuty tyrants, incurfions of Mehrattors,
and other caufes, deprived them of
the power to perform this journey in
fafery.

As the Englith troops are now dif-
pesfed throughour the country, their fear
is banithed 3 and it is amazing to fee the
multitudes who take the opportunity of:
the cold feafon to travel on foot from the
moft diftant provinces to cnjoy this blefl-
ed water. .

S3 This
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This occafions a fort of fair on the
banks of the rivers, where the merchants
expofc their goods to fale.

It is a moving landfcape of grotefque
figures; for the natives of the fouthern
parts of India, being unufed to cold, can-
not bear this feafon at Allahabid ; there-
forc they cover themfelves with blankets
and quilts of various colours, to defend
them from the weather.

Thi= faperftition of the Hindoos brings
in a revenue to the Mogul, who lays a
tax on the baithers, and appoints an
officer, who prefides at the river-fide;
and when the pilgrims have filled litle
glafs vials which they bring with them,
- he puts on his feal, that there may be no
deccit. - Thele vials of water they carry
into their own country, and fell at an ad-
yantage.

LiT-
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Lerter LXIIL

Allahabid, March 1768.
EFLECTING ‘on the cuftoms and
ufages in this country, I cannot
help comparing them with many of thofe
in ancient times. There is certainly a
great analogy between the prefent and
ancient manners in the eaft; which un-
doubtedlyche particular religion, and un-
changeable cuftoms of the Hindoos, have
greatly contributed to preferve.

The Mahomedan conquerors of the
country are likewife from caftern nations ;
and their prophet in his laws retained
much of the Jewith religion, ‘particularly
circumcifion, the prohibition of fwine’s
fleth, and plurality of wives.

Tt was not accounted unto David as a
fin to have many wives; but when he
took the wife of Uriah the Hittite, the

S 4 anger
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anger of the Lord was kindled againft
him. And in Hindoftin, although po-
lygamy and an unlimited number of con-
cubines are allowed, it is contrary to the
law of both Hindoos and Mahomedans to
take away the wife of another man, and is.
looked upon as the greateft of tranfgref
fions.

The women as of old bring no dowers
to their hufbands, but are often purchafed;
and a man'siwives arca part of his for-
tune and cftate. _

The cuftom of bathing, as we learn
from the flory of David "and many
others, was ufual; and the Mahomedans
idea of purifications and uncleannefs,
are nearly the fame as'the Jews. -

« The ancient cuftom of anointing them-
felves with precions oils is one of the
prefeat luxurics, and attended with con-
fiderable expence.  The oil of rofes, of
fweetwoods, and of all kinds of fpices,
arc brought from Perfia. The great men

prefent
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prefent it to each other in their vifits,
and rub their faces and beards with it,
The ladies in the zanannabs perfume
themfelves with it, and even the common
people rub themfelves with oils of jnfe-
rior {orts. i

The Indian women, particularly the
dancing girls, wear ornaments on’ their
ancles, with litde bells, or tinkling'
pieces of metal; and jewels in their
nofes; both which ornaments we find
were worn by the Daughters of Ifracl
two thoufand five hundred years ago.

The bedfteads, or rather ftands, which
are ufed by the people here, “are only
made of Bamboo, and bound together
with the bark or leaves of trees, fo
light that a child may lift them ; thefe
they carry about, and fleep on them,
without any bed-clothes, cither in the
air or under fhelter, according to the
feafon. I cannot help thinking they are
exadlly the fame as were ufed at Caper-

naum,
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naum, when our Saviour faid unto the
man fick of the palfy,  drife, take up
aby bed, and go unto thine boufe.”

. When any of the people are difor-
dered in their fenfes, they do not at-
tribute the caofe-of it to a fever, or any.
thing conftitutional, or to diftrels of
mind; but call it the devil; the deyil
tempts a man to commit outrages, to lay
violent hands on himfelf or others, the
devil throws him into a fit.

I fhould think it neceffary to make an
apology for thefe obfervations, if I did
not look upon them as.fo many inftances
of the univerfality and unchangeablenefs
of many of the cuftoms in the Eaft.

LeT-
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Lerrer LXIII

Alishabid, March 1768,

HE heat now begins to return,

and the fort of Allahabid will foon
be intolerable. The frefhnefs of the
morning and cvening is no more. The
mofkittos and flies begin to recover their
tormenting {ting, and perpetually fur-
round and teaze us with their bites ; cvea
in the cold feafon we are not entirely free
from them, but in the hot and rainy fea~
“fons they abound all over India, more
particularly in thefe parts; it is impoffi-
ble to fleep in the day-time, or even to
dine in comfort without having fervants
with fans to keep them offi. The flying
bug is very offenfive to the fiell; but
there are little luminous infeds called by
the Englith fire-flies, which' are, to be feeh
in multitudes every evening, illominating
the trees, &c. with great beauty.

Cock
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Cock-roaches are numerous and trou-
blefome ; and the bats, which are prodi-
gioufly large, fly into the rooms, and
fometimes alight on people’s heads, fixing
their. claws in their hair, o that it is
impoflible to extricate them- without

waking pagt of the hair alfo,

The winged creatures are not-the only
ones we are infefted with, venomous ani-
mals of various forts abound here, fcor-
pions, and fpiders larger than {corpions,
centapieds, &c.

- A very large fpecies of rats, called ban-

dicoots, run about the houfes without
fear. The mufk-rat is an inoffenfive
little animal, covered with a white foft
down, but is very deftrudtive to wines,
tea, &c. which isoften fpoiled . by them
in great quantities, for onc of them ran-
ning over a box of tea, or biting the corks
of wine bottles, is fufficient to fpoil it, fo
ftyong isits perfume.
: The
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The little white lizards with a tranfpa-
rent {kin, which are feen in the houfes
moftly in the rainy feafon, are harmlefs,
but difagrecable both to the fight and the
touch. ) o
* In fome places there are fuch myriads
of little black ants, tha it is ncccﬂ'a:ym
fet the feet of the bedfteads in pans of
water, to keep the beds from being over-
run with them. The white ant anfwers
fomething to 2 moth ; -thefe are moft de*
ftructive animals to cloaths, *furniture,
and even buildings. 2 t

The larger animals, fuch as elephants,
camels, and buffaloes; the tigers, leo-
pards, wolves, &c. which infeft the fos
refls, ang alligators, thofe montters of the
Ganges, arc 100 well known to need. any
defcription,
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-LerTer LXIV.

Caleutta, May 1768,
E lefc Allahabéd early in March ;
: a feafon in which the river is
wery much fallen; and, after making
fhort vifits ‘by the way, to Beneras,
Patna, Monghier, Caffambuzér, Chan-
danagére, and Chinchura, arrived at
Calcutra the latter end of April. We
travelled all the way in budgercos, hav-
ing the good fortune to find the river
not too dry to be paflable.

- Chandanagére and Chinchura, the firlt
a French, and the laft a Dutch fer-
tlement, are about a day’s journey up the
xiver from Calcutta; and fo near each
other that the inhabitants are conftantly
vifiting from one town to the other in
their palengueens.’

Nothing
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Nothing can be more diﬂercnt than

thefe two ncighbouring ¢ fis, cxcept
their inhabitants. Chandanagére, i the
tate war, was taken by the Englith men
of war under the command of admiral
Watfon, and the town has not Fet re-
covered its appearance, nor have its in-
habitants recovered their fortunes: but
they are gay, vain, and happy.

Chinchura, on the contrary, is an ex-
ceflive pretty town, regularly built, re-
gularly governed ; the inhabitants rich,
thrifty, and dull; in fhort, a Durch
town, and Dutch people.

The Dutch defpife the frivolity of the
French, the French ridicule the clumf-
nefs of the Dutch.

But, amongft thofe who call them.
felves French and Dutch at thefe places ;
very few, amongft the women particu.
latly, are really fo, being moft of them

e . country-
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country-born; there arc likewife many
of thefe who are called Englifh, becaufe
they are offfrricd to Englith-men, or live
under an Englith government.

Thefe country-born women are the
.defcendants of an European father, and
-what is called a Portuguele mother
-(which people I have before given you
fome account of); the boys we feldom
hear any thing about ; but the girls, who
are fometimes born in wedlock, and
fometimes not, as they are fairer than
their mothers, arc fond of being called
Englith, French, &c.; and, if pretty,
often marry to Europeans, who fomctimes
arife to be people of confequence ; their
children, being another remove from
‘black, do not like to have their defeent
remembered ; and nothing is fo great an
affront as to clafs them among(t the Por-
tugucfe ; although, from education and
example, and perhaps from conftitution,
they often rcaia the indolence and cun-

7 . ning
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ning peculiar to the natives of this
country. '

LerTter LXV.

Calcutta, Fune 1568.

THINK T have never given you

any account of the town of Calcutta;
indeed, after Madrafs, it does not appear
much worthy defcribing ; for although
it is large, with a great many good
houfes in it, and has the advantage of
ftanding upon the banks of a river #, it
is as awkward a place as can be con-
ceived ; and fo irregular, that it looks
as if all the houfes had been thrown up
in the air, and fallen down again by ac-
cident as they now ftand : .people keep
conftantly building ; and every one who
can procure a piece of ground to build

* An arm of The Ganges, called the river Hugly.
T a houfe
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a houfe upon, confults his own tafte and
convenience, without any regard to the
beauty or regularity of the town; be-
fides, the appearance of the beft houfes
is fpoiled by the little ftraw huts, and
fuch fort of encumbrances, which are
built by the fervants for themfelves to
fleep in: -fo that all the Englifh part of
the town, which is the largeft, is acon-
fufion of very fuperb and very fhabby
houfes, dcad walls, ftraw huts, ware-
houfes, and I know not what.

The moft like a ftreet is the Buzar,
the name they call every place by where
any thing is to be fold ; the Buzar is full
of little fhabby-looking fhops, called
Buutiques ; they are kepr-by black peo-
ple. The Englith feldom vifit thefe
places themfelves, but-depend on their
Banians, and other- fervants, for the
purchafe of every thing i indeed if they
do not it is much the'fame, for at all
events they are fure to be cheated.!

About
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About the middle of the town, on the
tiver’s edge, ftands the old fort, memota-
blefor the cataftrophe ofthe Black Hole, fo
much talked of in England; it was in one
of the apartments in it that the wretched
fufferers were confined. The fort is now
made a very different ufe of ; the only
apology for a church is in fome of the
rooms in it, Where divine {ervice is fome-
times performed.

In a diftin& part of the town refide
the Armenians, and the people called
Portuguefe; each of thefe have their
own churches ; and the Porttguefe keep
up the proceflions and pageantry of the
Romith church, as far as they are per-
mitted ; but are obliged to perform it all
within their own walls. The chief con-
nexion we higve with thefe people is, em-
ploying fome of the women as fervants,
or the men as writers, or fometimes
cooks.

Tz The
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The’ Armeman women We have not the
lealt connexion with ;:but ‘the men are
often employed by mc_rcbants to carry on
trade, or colle& goods in different parts
of India’;- and' are called Go-maflabs.
They wade likewife, by permiffion of the
company, .on their own accounts; and
fome fcw of them are rich. But their
language, appearance, cuftoms, aend
manners, are fo different from ours,
that an acquaintance with them is im-
poffible. * The drefs of the women is
fomething like the Mahomedans, as they
wear long drawers, and a fort of gown or
veft over them; but their heads are
covered with turbands of a prodigious
fize: one part of their drefs is very ex-
traordinary, and, I believe, peculiar to
¢he Armenians; this is called a mouth-
cloth, a piece of muffin,hich comes
from under the chin, and is tyed ftrait
above the upper lip: this every woman
puts on as foon as fhe is married.” I do
not know enough of the Armenians to

tell
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tell you the origin of this cuftom ; bat.I
am told, that the heat it occafions from
the breath being fo confined, often caufes
a difagreeable humour about the mouth
and chin, and likewife occafions an offen-
five breath, A

Here is not, as at Madrafs, a black
‘town near for the fervants of the Eng-
Aith 1o refide in; therefore Calcutta is
.partly environed by their habitations,
-which makes the roads rather unpleafant ;
for the huts they live in, which are built
of mud and ftraw, are fo low that they
can fearcely ftand upright in them; and,
having no chimnies, the fmoke of the
fires with which they drefs their vi@tuals,
comes all out at the doors, and is per-
haps more difagrecable to the paflenger
than to themfelves.

The new fort, an immenfe place, js
on the river fide about a mile below the
town. If all the buildings which are jn-

T3 tended
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teaded 'within its walls, aré finithed, it will
bé 3 town within itfelf;. for befides
houfes for the engineers and other offi-
cers whi refide at-Calcptta, there are
apirtments for the cofpany’s writers,
barracks for foldiers, magazines for
fores, &c,

The'town of Calcutea is likewife daily
‘increafing in fize, notwithftipding whicli,
the Englifh inhabitamté.multiply fo faft,
that houfes: are ‘ektremely fcarce: as ‘[
have-given yon a defcription of the houfes

“utMadrafs; I need ooly: fay, that thefe
aré much in the fame; file; only they
havenot the beautiful:channam ;: for al-
though they have~had-the fame theils
brought from the coalt. of; Coromondel,
and bave mixed them with- the fame ma-
tenals, and-in the-fame manner, it has
motthe leatt of that fine glofs which is
“there fo : greatly«ndmtred this is owing
to all the water “in -Bengal partaking fo
much of the falt-petfe with which the
“earth ‘is in every- part impregnated.
: Paper,
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Paper, or wainfeot,. are improper, both
on account of the hear, the vermin; and
the difficulty of getting it done; the
rooms are therefore all whited walls; but
plaftered in panncls, which has a pretty
effe@®; and are generallp' ornamented
with prints, looking-glaffes, or whatever
elfe can be procured “from Europe; ‘the
floors are likewife plafter, covered- all
over with fine matt, which ‘is_ nailed
down ; for although carpets are manu-
fattured in fome parts of the country,
they are fuch ‘an addition to the. hear,
that they are feldom made ufe of ; the
rooms are few; but meftly very large
and lofty; many of-the new-built houfes
have glafs-windows, which are pleafant
to the eye, but not fo well calculated
for the climate as the old ones,. which
are made of cane,

Furniture is fu exorbitap_ﬂy dear, .and
fo very difficult to procure, that one fcl-
dom fees a room where all the chairs and

couches are of one fort ; people .of the
T 4 firt
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firft confequence are forced to.pick them
up as they can, either from the captains
of European fhips, or from- China, or
baving fome made by the blundering car-
penters of the country, or fend for them
to Bombay, which are generally received
about three yéars after they are befpoke 3
fo that thofe people who have great good
luck, generally get their houfes tolerably
well equipped by the time they arequitting
them to return to England. :

Beds, or, as they are always called,
cotts, are no very expenfive part of fur-
nitare 3 the wood-work, which is exceed-
ingly flight, is made to take in picces;
the furniture is either ganze or muflin,
made to put on all at once ; and people
fleep on a thin mattrafs or quilt; one
fheet, and two or three pillows, complcte
the bedding; fo that when it is taken in
pleces the whole lays in a fmall compafs,
snd is eafily removed from one place to
another : whenever people travel, they
IS garryeleis bedg with shemsy -

' ' 3
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In the country round the town, at
different diftances, are 2 number of very
pretty houfes, which are called’ garden-
houfes, belonging to Englith gentlemen :
for Calcutta, befides its being a large
town, is not efteemed 2 healthy fpot ; fo
thatin the hot feafon all thofe who can,
are much. at thefe garden-houfes, both
becaufe it is cooler and more healthy.

A little out of the town is a clear airg
fpot, free from fmoke or any encum.
brances, called the Corfe, (becaufeit is a
road the length of a corfe, or two miles),
in a fort of ring, or rather angle, made
on purpofe to take the air in, which the
company frequent in their carriages about
fun-fet, or in the morning before the fun
is up.

Lzt
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Lerrex LXVI

. Caleutta, Fuly 1768,

J BE divifion of the Indians into
A’ eqfts is the caufe df  grear incon-
veniencies and' expence to the Englifh,
as it obliges them to hire three-times the
number of fervants which would other-
wife be neceffary ; for none of them,
gven on the greateft emergency, will per-
form the moft trifling office which does
Bot belong-to their particular caf,

The ficlt fervant is called a Banian;
he is at the hiead of all the bufinefs, but
if it is confiderable, he has two or three
Banians or'# Sarédrs wnder him, .

The next is a Butler Connab Sarcir ;
his office is to take an account of all the
money expended for provifions, to pay

* Sarcar, 'a lower caft of Banians, {o called

the
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the butchers, bakers, &c. and anfwers
to aclerk of the kitchen; the nexr is a
Confummab, who is the houfe-keeper, he
has underhim a compradsre, who goés to
market : the compradire buys all fmalt as-
ticles for the table, and gives his account
to the butler connab farcdr ; the next is'a
budler, who is an affiftant to the cos-
Jummab.

The other fervants, who wait at table,
or take care of a gentleman’s cloaths, &c.
are, called Kifsmagars. . The Peddars
ufually called Peons run before your pa-
Jenqueen and carry meﬂ'ages The dearers
are the chairmen, it is neceflary for every
perfon in a family to have fix or eight of
them, the lower cafls of bearers take their
turn to carry the * mufall before the
palengueen ; but the fuperior cafts who are
cleaner and more creditable will not con~
defcend to touch it, therefore to every
fet of bearers it is neceffary to have at
lealt two boys of a Iow caft called Mw'all
Cbm.

* A fort of Torch,
) The
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The bearers; bufinefs, befides carrying
the palenqueen, is to bring water to wath
after dinner, &c. one brings an ewer with
waten, and -pours it over your hands,
another gives you a towel, but it. muft be
a Muffall Chie, or a flave, who holds the
.chillumchee, for the bearer; would be dif-
graced by touching any thing which con-
eains the water aftcr .onc has wa{hed
wat.h it

A cook in a family will have at leaft
one affiftant, if not more, and every horfe
you keep muft have a feice and a grafs-
catter.

The booker badér will do nothing. but
drefs a hooker, and attend his maﬁcr
while he fmokes it.

Thefe fervants are all men ; and often
the only woman in a family is the Ma-
srannce, a- Hallicore, who fweeps the

6 rooms,
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rooms, and does all the dirty offices which
the others will not condefcend to.

The fervants who attend in a lady’s
apartmeut are generally flave girls, or
Portuguefe women ; and the nurfes for
children are Portuguefe.

The gardeners are called Mpilies ; like
all the other people, many hands do but
litle work : the men who bring water
for the gardens, and other purpofes, are
called Buflics ; they carry the water in
large leathern bagsflung over their backs,
at one corner of which there is a fort of
fpout, which they, bring under the right
arm ; by that means they water the gar-
dens, and throw it wherever elfe it is
neceflary.

The taylors who make your linen are
monthly fervants ; the flownefs of thefe
men can be equalled by nothing but
their ftupidity. All the linen is wathed
by men, who are paid by the month.

A Der-
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A Derwin's bufinefs is to fland at the
outward door, to announce vifiters ; but
they are not generally kept, asa Peon, or
Chubdir, will do that office.

* Chubdirs are men who carry a long
filver flick, and do nothing but go be-
fore a palenqueen, carry meflages, or
announce vifitors.  Keeping Chubdirs is
a piece of ftate allowed by the black
people ®nly to officers of dignity in the
ftate ; and by the Englifth is confined to
the council and field officers.

The Banian’s wages is the moft con-
fiderable, and depends on the fituation
of his mafter. The wages of the other
fervants differ according to their quality :
a Confummal, Cook, &c. have thirty,

* Thefe filver-ftick men, who arc intended to
filence the mob, and imprefs them with an idea of
their mafter's dignity, obtain their title of Chub-
dir from the word Cbus, which, in the language
of the country. means filence,

twenty,
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twenty, or ten rupees a month; the
others lefs; and fome of the loweft order
not more than three or four rupees.

None of the fervants ‘cver-eat, drink,
or fleep, in ' their mafter’s- houfe; nor
will either: Hindoos or Mabomedans .eat of
any thing which goes from their mafter’s
table.

It is impoffible -to avoid this inconve-
nience of a multitude of fervants ; for if
you leffen the number but one, they
have a thoufand tricks to diftrefs you
and from your head Banian to the lowelt
Muffall Chie in your family, all are-com-
bined to oblige you to keep the number
which they deem proportioned to your
rank.

As their mafter rifes in life, they in-
fitt upon more Cooks, more Peons, more
Kiffmagars, more Bearers, &c. The
confequence of a refufal is, that thofe he
wants moft, particularly Bearers, will
run away; and the Banian, who is in

7 the
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‘the fecret, makes fo many difficulties in
getting others, and has fo many well-
feigned excufes, and fo many artful tricks
to make his mafter feel the want of
them, that although people-are fenfible
«of the fraud, they are obliged to comply
‘with what their fervants call cufom, to
fave themfelves the numberlefs vexations
they would otherwife occafion. Moft of
‘the fervants befides infit upon raifing
their wages in proportion to their maf-
ter'srank. This they likewife tell him is
all time cuftom, a favorite expreflion with
‘the ,Ba}tian;; and, in their. opinion, a
fufficient, reafon for any thing.

Lare
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Lerrer LXVIIL:

Calextta, Sepr. 1768,
EFORE I take my leate of India,
you, will naturally expeét me to

fay fomething of the Englith, who are
now fo numerous in the country.

.. As the Hindoos were heretofore under
the Mahomedan government, hoth Ma-
homedans and Hindoos, in the provinces
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, are now
under the government of the Englith,

Calcutta is the prefidency ; the gover-
nor, affifted by the council, bas the di-
rettion of all: the company’s affairs ;
which is not merely the fuperintending
of their commerce, .but the governing of
three rich and "extenfive provinces; the
diretion of a powerful army ; ‘making
alliances with the princes of other pro-

U vinces,
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vinces, or declaring war againft them, as
they judge moft conducive to the advan-
tage of the company, under whofe di-
rection they a&t; but, on account of the
diftance from the mother country, much
muft always be left to their own difcre-
tion. ’

The council are twelve in number ; the
other civil fervants of the company are
fenior and junior merchants, faltors, and
writers, who rife in progreffion according
to their ftanding in the fervice, The
merchants who have leave to fettle in
India, without any employment under the
company, are called free merchants,

It is:unneceffary to make any obfer-
vations on the manners of Englith peo-
ple; therefore I fhall only mention fuch
cuftoms as, from the heat of the climate,
and other caufes, are peculiar to this
country.

As
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As the morning and evening is cooler
than the day, it is ufual to rife early;
and fit up rather late ; for after the morns
ing the heat is fo intenfe, that it is diffi-
cult to attend to any bufinefs, and hardly
poffible to take any amufement. Ladies
moftly retire to their own apartments,
where the flighteft covering is fcarcely
fupportable. The meft a&ive difpofition
muft be indolent in this climate.

After dinner every one retires to fleep ;
it is a fecond night; every. fervant is
gone to his own habitation ; all is filence :
and this-cuftom is fo univerfal, that it
would be as unfeafonable to call on any
perfon at three or four o’clock in the
afternoon, as at the fame time in the
morning. ‘

This cuftom of fleeping away the hor-
teft hours in the day is neceffary; éven to
the ftrongeft conftitution.  After this re-

Ua pofe
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pofc pcoplc drefs for the evening, and
enjoy the air about fun-fet in their car-
riages, &c. The reft of the evening is for
focnety.

Li_ving is very expenfive, on account

of the great rents of poufes, the number
of fervants, the exceffive price of all Eu-
ropean oommodmcs, fuch as wincs,
clathes,; &c. The perfpiration requitcs
perpetual changes of clothes and linen
not to mention the cxpences of palen-
quecns, «carriages, and. horfes.

Many of thefe thxngs, which perhaps
sear luxuries, are, ‘in this cllmatc, real
‘n' eﬂ'atxcs of life, - ' ‘

_'y,I;,is ;pmarkablc that thofe Europeans
who have health enjoy a greater flow of

fpirits than in cooler climates.
+“Except when partics are violent, which
is fometimes the cafe, the focncty ‘and
hofpxtahty is general; and theré’is'no
other
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other part of the world where people
part with thiéir money to aflift each.other
fo freely as the Englifh in India.

Lerrer LXVIIL
St. Helena, Feb, 1769.

FEVHIS is 2 country different from ail
cthers; and of a moft fingular
appearance.

A high rock, which feems juft ftarted
out of the fea, ofa vaft héight, and al-
moft perpendicular on all” parts cxccpt\
one, where the ground is low, the thore
flat, and the rock open‘as if it had been
cleft in two; fo that it'forms a little
harbour, with good anchorage for the
fhipping,

This opening, which <he inh:ibiiants
call the valley, continues a confiderable
U3 way
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way into the ifland 5" and in it the town is
huilt, which is clean and pretty; the
houfes in the Englith tafte; and if it
was not for the rock which enclofes i,
would be even more like an Englith
country town than the Cape of Good
Hope. The rock arifes on each fide of
the valley to a prodigious height, and fo
fteep that it appears impoflible to afcend
it; and really would be entirely fo on
one fide, if the inhabitants had not cut a
road ; which, by being zig-zag, and the
turnings very fhort, render it lefs fteep,
than it would otherwife be: but it is
ftill fueh, thac I think it is dangerous for
any but the natives to venture upon this
road on horfe-back.

When onc ftands in the valley, the
people who ride up the fide of the rock
feem (like the figures on a China paper)
Bying in the air; for there is no appear-
ance of a-road till you are upon it; and
when you are, -t is fo narrow, that if by
agy accident your horfe was to throw

: ' you,
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you, you muit inevitably be precipitated
to the valley : but the little horfes which
they have here are fo ufed to the path,
and fo fure-footed, that few accidents
happen; and even the ladies ride up
with as little fear as on plain ground.
Sedan chairs are fometimes made ufe of,
which is an eafy method of afcending
the hill ; but the .coming down. is ex-
tremely difagreeable, unlefs you are
brought backward, which makes it quite
cafy.

The top of the rock, in diftin&ion .
from the valley, is called the country :
but fuch a country! fuch a barren defo- .
late appearance, as perhaps no other in-,
habited place affords ; occafioned chiefly
by the want of foil, and partly by the
multitude of rats. :

. In'thofe parts where there is a fuf-
ficient depth of earth, the inhabitants:
have littde farms and gardens, ' which -

Ug fupply
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fupply them with fruits and vegetables,
though in no great plenty. Corn they
have.none but what they arc fupplied
with from Europe; although many at-
tempts have been made ufe of to raifeit;
but it either docs not take root for want
of foil, or the rats deftroy it. Moft of
the people ufually cat yams inftead of
bread, which are here very good.

The country is fo little able to fupply
* its inhabirants with the neceffaries of life,
that if the thip which annually flops in
its way to India, and brings them corn,
&c. &c: was to meet with any accident,
they would be in the greateft danger of
famine. ‘Their beft refource in fuch a
fiuation would be the fith; which un-
doubtedly muft be plentiful, as thcy are
furrounded by the fea.

On account of .the fcarcity of fodder,
 there are. but few cattle kept; and thofe
“'that are, are fo far at the difpofal of the

' governor,
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governor, that no perfon can kill one

of his own beafts without the governor's

order; nor, when it is killed, difpofe of
it bur according to his direction 5 which
is to procure every family on the ifland

a proper quantity. All kinds of provifion

indeed are obliged to be managed with

cceconomy, to prevent a f‘cqrc_ity.

Whenever any Englith thip arrives,
the ifland is obliged 1o provide the cap-
tain with at leaft one bullock for frefh
provifion : but they often take a greater

quantity of falt meat than they give of
freth,

Indeed, it is not a place to expe&t
plenty of refrethments ; and to thofe who
arc juft come from the Cape of Good
Hopc, which is often the cafe, the con-
traft in point of plenty and fearcity ap-
pears very ftriking.

The India Company nre.fo;far from
being enriched by this place, that the
keeping
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keeping of it cofts them a confiderable
fum yearly ; but, as they have®no other
pofleflions in this part of the world, it is
of great ufe for their fhips to water at;
particularly in time of war, when it might
be dangerous for thcm to put in at The
Cape.

The ifland is fortified at the landing
place; and at another place, a thort
diftance, where they think that an enemy,
if it was worth their while might make
an attempt, they have lately eretted a
{mall fort; but all the reft of theifland is
better fortificd by nature than it could
poflibly be by art; being the moft in-
furmountable of all rocks. Neverthelefs,
a little army of three or four companies
is always kept here,

The governor has a yearly falary of
five hundred pounds; and, they fay,
without any perquifites, except that every
expence of his family is feund him by
the company, including a town and

'3 country-
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country-houfe, horfes, fervants, and pro-
vifions of every kind whatever.

There is a deputy governor, and three
or four gentlemen, called the council.
Moft of the other inhabitants, except
the army, live by the produce of their
farms, and by boarding the caprains,
paflengers, &c. of the India fthips;
for there is nothing worthy the name of
trade in the place. They are entirely
prevented from:entering into any foreign
trade by:an exprefs order from the com-
pany : at -home, which prohibits the
building or keeping any fhip; not even a
bark, er any veffel larger than a common
boat, is allowed te belong to the ifland.
Sometimes they gain a little by purchaf-
ing goods from one fhip, and felling
them to others, which come from different
ports in India.

Although all the people, except the
flaves, are called Englifh, I believe the
greatcft partof themnever fawrhe mother
country ; and being confined to'a fmall

fociety,
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focicty, with no other varicty than what
is afforded them by the India fhips ftop-
ping in the port, sheir knowledge muft
confequently be confined, and their ideas
but few; neverthelefs, there is great
‘decency of manners and appearance; at
leaft while any fhips arc here, the time
in which they all fct themfelves off to the
beft advantage.

After what T have faid of the frerility
of the country, you will notbe forprifed
to hear that the people are. in general

r. Their harveflt is the time the
fhips ftop, and the greatcft advantages
they have is from them.

The moft agreeable circumftance ap-
pertaining to this ifland is the climate,
which, notwithftanding its being between
‘the tropics, is really fine: from the
height of the rock, and its being fur-
rounded by the fea, the heat is very
moderate, and the air perfedly clear and
healthy : a proof of it is, thatthe women
have as fine complexions as in any part

) 5 of
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of the world 5 a beauty peculiarly firik-
ing t0'all people who are come from "
India. Another remarkable circumftance,
which is likewife in favour of beauty, is,
that the fmall pox is a diforder known
only by name: and they tell you, thar
every native of this ifland who goes ta
“any other country, and catches it in the
natural Way, certainly dics; but, by ino-
culation, they generally recover ; and I
can readily believe, that moft of thofe
who are prepofleffed with this opinion,
will dic if they fhould catch it in the
natural way.

TIIE- END,
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Page 62. Line 6. for the lalt we came from, red

. the laft place we came from

P. 68. L. 13. for lays, r. lies '

P. 8c. L. g. fer palengneens, r, palenqueens

P. g5. L. 15. for Badgeroo, r. Budgeroo

P. 95. 123. 135. 244. for lay, r. lie

P. 102. L. 23. for may, r. many.

P. 104s L. 15. for Sancrit, r. Sanferit

P. 127. L. 6. for, permitted  the honour, r. per-
mitted to bave the honoor -

P. 134. L. 10. for help, r.bar

P. 138. L, 23, for loiz, r.loix

P. 171. L. 14. for convefion, r. converfion

P. 174. L.6. for what, r. who °

P. 193. L. 8. for favour, r. power

P.lgykx;ﬁrmhxmhﬁdwn,r.mha
down

P. 245 L. 7. for puly, o pgﬂy



