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H E Readtr w1ll !E:, f'f:}m.

Fhe Date of the follow-,
ing Leﬁ'erq. that it was written a
confiderable, Time ago, FTDEI:
which' Cm;umﬁance He will pro~
bably cuncfudf:., that. it was not
mtend:dr for FuE.llC&tlﬂﬂ A
Congﬂf’ﬁj:e, “which ;s perfé&{}r
juft. The Phblication is owing to
the right . bonourable: Perfcnag‘f:jﬁ
whnf‘egﬁame, though' it: would
grace and recommend his Papers,
the Author isy not' dllowed to
mention. Her Ladyfhip’s Com-
mands, which would  admit of
1o Excufe, drew the Remarks
from his Pen; and her Defire,
which with Him will always
have the Force of a Command,
hasbrought them to the Prefiis
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it will give Him the higheft Plea=
fure, i, while He is paying the
Debt of Obedience and Grati-
tude to a noble Friend, He may
fupport the Dignity of the Di-
vine Word 5 may raifcits £/feem;
dnd promote its Srudy among
Men. Becaufe then, He may rea-
fonably hope, to promote the bgff
Interefts of his Fellow-creatures;.
and fubferve that grand Deligna=
tion of the almighty, Majefty,
expreficd’ by’ the Plalmift---Zhox
haff ‘maguified thy Word above
all thy Names* =

% Plaloy oxxs diliod.]




& S you was pleafed to alk my

4 Opinion, concerning LorD

: 2 Bolmnasroke’s Remarks on

W e che Scriptural Hiffory, 1 have
procured the Book; have per-

ufed whar relates to the Subjet; and fub-
mit to your Judgment, the Thoughts which

occurred.  Affuring your Liadyfhip, that,
though many might difculs the Point, much
more clearly and fatisfactorily, than the
Perfon you favoured with your Commands;
yet, no one can think it a greater Honout
to receive them, or a greater Pleafure to
execute them.

« The Old Teftament, it is alledged,

t js no fufficient Foundation for Chrano=
< Jpgy from the Beginning of Time.™*—
To enter upon the Niceties of Chronology,
would, perhaps, be too difficul a Refearch;
: B ar

% 8ee Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, on the Study and
Ul of Hiftory, Vol 1. Fag. g8
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at leatt, it would require from your Lady-
{hip a more painful Attention, than I fhould
chufe to occafion by any of my Letters.
And I very frankly own, that I'am by no
means Mafter of the Argument, nor equal
to the Tafk. Others, | don’t doubt, whole
Inclination has difpofed, and whofe Genius
has ficted them for this particular Study,
will undgrtake to decide the Queltionyand
give the Honour, where the Honour is
due. —This, however, from avery fcanty
Survey of the Cafe, I can eafily difcern ;
That the Chronologer will no-where find
fuch memerable Events, for ixing his ZEras;
nor {uch early and fbffantial Aids, for com-
puring his Time ; as from the Mofaic Mo-
numents, and the facred Annals.

From the Bepinning of the World to
the Flood, we have an erderly Gradation
of Time, marked out by the Lives of ten
eminent Patriarchs.——From the Flood,
we may proceed to that glorious Promife
of a Redecmer, made to Abrabam; In thy
Seed fball all the Nations of the Earth be
bleffed ——From this Promife, to the mi-
raculous Deliverance of the Ifraelites from
FEgyptian ‘Bondage. From thenee, to
the Bn]ld.ir:ﬁ;f Solomon's Temple ; which
was an illuftrious Type * of that divine
' Perfan,
* Gen, xxii. 18+ Johnii. 21,
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Perfon, in whom dwells all the Fulue/s of the
Gidbead bodily.——From the Building of
this magnificent Struéture, to the Demo-
lition of it by the Babylonian Monarch. —
From thence, to the Conqueft of Babylon
by CGyrus the Perfiam.——And from the
Reign of Cyrus, to that grand, that moft
important of all' Tranfactions, the Death
of Mefliah the Prince : when He finifbed
the Tranfgreffion, ‘and made an end of Sins,
and made Reconciliation for Iniguity, and
brought in everlafling Righteoufnefs.?

The sntermediate Space, between each of
thefe wvery diftinguifhed Periods, may, I
believe, be afcertained, to a confiderable

Degree of Exaétnefs, from the facred Vo=
lumes. If fo, this will conftitute a more
comprehenfive and perfect Syftem of Chro-
nology, than can be'derived from the
Olympiads of the Grecians, or the Hegira
of ‘the Mabometans 3 from the Perfian, the
Roman, or any other Epocha.

But the Hiffery of the Old Teftament is
much more neceffary to be known, and
much more ealy to be underftood. Yet
this, my Lord {uggefts, is not a complete
Hiftory of the firlk Ages.*——We allow
the Suggeftion. It neither is, nor has Ma-
: B2 erials

3 Dan, ix. 34. b Pag. 83,
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terials for, a complete univerfal Hiftory,
It pretends to ngthing more, than to relate
the Affairs of ene particular Family ; in
which the Church of G OD was to {ubhiit,
and fremwhich the SAVIOUR of Men was
to fpring. = Neverthelefs, fo many colla-
teral Incidents are touched upon; fo many
Branches of thismain Streamareoccalionally
purfued; as prefent Us with' a Colledtion
of the moft ancient, the moft curions, and
moft fnfiruiive Fatts.

Here, we are brought acquainted with
the Creation of the World, and the Forma-
tion of Man. The Qrigin of Ewil, both
natural and moral, is difcovered in the
Fall of our firft Parents ; and the Dilplea-
fure of GOD againit Sin is manifelted, by
the Waters of a general Deluge.——Here,
we fee the Prefervation of our Species in
the Ark, and Re-peopling of the Earth by
MNeab; the Invention of polite Arts,® and
the Rife of ufeful Manufatores ;°  the
Eftablithment of Nations, and the Foun-
ders of their principal Kingdoms.© Not
to add ; that thefe Records are the royal

Archives,
* G, iv.oat. b Gen. iv. 2o, 22,

£ Gen, Chap.x. Which, thoogh bat linle adveried
t0, is the noblelt Piece ufgﬂgm;gtm' Autiguity, extang
in the World, It (hews Us, how' the whole Earth,

from the three Sons of Neok, was overfpread, inba.
bited,
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Archives, in which, the Charter of our So
wereignty * over the Creatures, is preferveds
and the original Draught of the Covenant
of Grace®, depofited.——Here then, may
we not challenge amy, or all the Books,
written in every Language under Heaven?
What Memoirs go (o far back into Anti-
quity ? What Memoirs are fo inferefing
to all Mankind ?——Had they been tranf-
miteed to us by any Grecian or Roman Au-
thor, how would they have been admired
and valued! How lavithly, and 1ndr:ed
how juftly, praifed!

Another Excellency of thefe Writings
(and peculiar to thefe alone) is, That
they not only reach backward, as far as the
very Birth of Things; but proceed for-
wards, even into the remoteff Fulurily.—
They foretold the Ruin of Babylen,® the
nobleft, the beft fortified, and meoft
commodioully fituated, Metropolis in the
Univerfe. Who faid, and no one would
have fulpeéted it to be a vain Boalt, I Ball
be a Lady for ever.®  Yet, the Scriptures
pronounced her utter Deffradfion;® and

{peci-
bited, and dgnumluawﬂ It difcovers the trae Source
of the {everal Mations ; -about which, profane An-
:Iwu;u ther fay nﬂr-];!r? atall, or elie (ay what is chi-
"'f"l;nfrf"{ém’ S sl s ¢ Ilaiah
xiil, 19, &C. xVi. 23, 4. fainh xlvii. 7,

¢ Ifiah xifi. 19, 20, &c.  Iliah xvi. 23, 24
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fpecified the Perfon, who(houldbring about
this . great Caraftrophie.——They pointed
ottt the Place of his Absde.*——They de-
fribed him, by feveral diffinguifbing Cirs
cumftances."———They phrticularized " the
Genius of  his ‘warlike Enterprizes.”

They

% Tfufah xlvi. 1d: 1
b, That He fhould befiege and takethe moll impees-
nable of Cities, Thiah xlv. 1, 2, ——That He Mhoald
enrich himfelf with immenle Spotl, b slv. 50
That He hould not be a Tyrant, but a-$epdril o
the captive Feser i fhoold releals chem fiom . their
Captivity, and both permit and promote the Rebpild-
ing of cheir Temple, Tlaiahxliv. 28.
= He s called a razeypes Bird, Iaialexlvi. 110 Des
noting His Speed, Afivity,, and  greac  Expedition,
Which were more! like the Flight' of o fevfff-avinged
Rird, [thisisthe exadl Seale of fhe' oeigindl () ehan
the March of an. Army with all its Ensumbrasees,
This is acknowledped by Tigrare, in his fine expoftu-
]Il‘ﬂlj" Difeocrie with ﬂ_’rl.u 2 Tsgm & oy Wi R
avry, wri szl oplacras Bl oly modhe colay, oy
Tor witg I|:l_.'|ﬂ=l' ?wuphrﬂuiﬂ::;#g:!- Yiu ﬁ:‘fqr EX =
ceed the King off Armenia fu 18- Saurffaeli of paur Ma-
Fiows, ehat, irﬁnr He: could gt | tepetlier the, feao Fircts
wartered in bir Neijghlourbeod, you are came frov a difans
ausiry, ‘and ﬁd‘i.rt'_.l'ilrrﬂ.u.':ﬁr.f Him avith a fn-g.t (gD
x:u,uph_ Eﬁ!m';‘pﬂ!d Lk, I —=Thar Alevapder, whole
BMacclies and whele Viflories were Sloialt - ineredibly
fwift, is" beantifully and exaflly charadierized by the
Prophet Daniede 10 near confidering, febald ! am He-
peat came frem the 1Fef on the Fam’ u}_.r.!-r aupbele Earth,
i fouched ot the Greund, Chap. viil 5. NoOrs-
fer, with all the Powers of Language, could more
ﬁ.r'u:;}";:’!{y have defcribied the Rapidicy and the Extent
of the Maredinian Conguells, Wor covld any Hifferian,
thoogh writing after the: Accomplifhmen: of the E-
vents, have defcribed them more exndf.
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They mentioned his very Name.!—— All
this, fome Hundreds of Years, before the
Event took Place, or the Conqueror was
born.

They foretold the Rejeion, and Calam;-
ties of the difobedient Fews; who are the
chief Subjeét of their Hiftory. . (And this,.
furely, could not be with a View to ?k'
grandize their Nation, or to anfwer any
finifter Defign.) That they fhould be fub-
dued -by their Enemies, lofe the Favour of
their .G O D, and the Poffeffion of their
native Liand.  Yet not be fettled, asaCo-
lony, . in fome particular: Tratt of the
Vittor’s Dominions, but be feattered abroad
under’ the whole Heavens." This was
threatened by their JEHOVAH,— -
this: is. recorded (in: their . Books, and
this is, even mew, fo remarkably fulfilled,
as to be a Fat of the utmoft Notoriety.
Go into the moft polite or moft barbarous
Countries, the neareft or moft diftant Parts
of . the World; you will, every where,
find lving Evidences of this feriptural Pre-
diction.

The Scriprures fpeak in the moft expli-
cit and peremptory Terms, withregard to

the

* Tiainh xliv. 28. =lv. 1.
* Dear. xxvili. G4 - Amos bx: g,
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the Reftoration of the Fews.——This Re-
froration could not be effected, ar leaft
could- not be obferved; if they had been

blended and-incorporated with the Inhabi-
tants of other Climes. * Therefore, to be
a prefumptive Proof of ity Accomplifh-
ment; and to render it, when accomplithed;
the maff obfervable of all Revolutions; they
have fubfifted a difinZ? People, amidft
all ‘the Regions, whither they have
been driven.—— A moft fingular and
aftonifting Circumitance! How [oon were
the Danes, the Saxoms, and the Normrans,
mingled with the Brifoms! And how en-

: tirely

= BebkC%i 1y, Amosix. 14 5.0 Zechar, xiv
to; 1h. L have not ventared (to dztermine, whether
. this Refloration of the Jews, is to be underflood of a
Retorn 10 their onon try, or of their Converfion
to the Faiek off CHRIET. hough [ think, the faf.
#er ds the Meaning of the Haly Spirit ; will be o lefs
wonderful than the former; and feems to befapported
by foch Paflages as the following. ——T ey Ball fook aa
M E, qukem shey bave piereed, ond moarn. " The Gifi
of Repentance, not the Circumftance of Place, s the
materil Point, Zech, xiii, 10.——When it fBall
furm, oot the Trnbes of Ifmmel to Jerufalem, buok
the Heart of the Ifraelites s ¢he LORD, 2 Corinth.
jit, 16 ——Then all Liree! foali be foved. Rom. xi.
26. fhill be made Partakers of the Golfpel, of its
facted Priviledges, and its il:il-l’. Salvation. In which
they will enjoy all, mare all'the Bleflings, which
Canaan cotld afford.  OF which, that goadly Land,
in'its utmalt Fertility, Afuesee, and Glory, wasbue
6 i

a Type.
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hrs{r are l‘]’lﬁjf all' melted down and lofty
among; the natives of our Ifle! But the Fews,
like: a ‘Drop' of (Oil on the Water, have
~ continued a [zparate Community ; and,
though difpér/fed into ol Nations, are not,
through the long Courfe of feventeen hun-
dred Years, embodied with any.——This
is fuch'a Pecsliarity in the Difpenfations of
Providence, ‘as I can never fufficiently ad=
mire': and is, I think; an wndeniablé vou-
cher to the Authenticity of the Scriptures 3
held forth, as it were by:the Hand of Om-~
nipotence, ‘in the Sight.of all the World:

_ ' 'Such Events the -antient Scriptures fore
tell, and - fuchk Fafts they relate. Faclts
of incomparable Grandeur, and Events of
the greatelt fmportance. . All which are de-
livered in fuch a majefbic Simplicity of Style,
as nothing can equal bue their precife Ve-
racity.— Yet tbefe Books Lord Bolingbroke
difparages s and, at the fame Time, extols
the writings of Tacitus. The Remains
of Tacitus, He tells us, * are precious Re-
¢ mains.” * . Thofe of. the Holy Scriprare;
“ are dark and imperfe@ Accounts.” ®* In
Tacitus,*Hiftory preferves herIntegrity and
“ her Euftre.”s -In the Holy Seripture, in-
C  ftead

v Pag, 161. b, Pag. toB. =Pag. 161.
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ftead of Hiftory, you have *“ dn Heap of
¢ Fables; which can pretend to nothing.
« but fome infcrutable Truths, and there-
¢¢ fore ufelefs to Mankind.” * Every
Line of Tecitus has Weight, © and cannot
be mentioned without Admiration. Where-
as, the facred Hiffory is put upon a Level
with the Extravagancies of Amadis of Gauly
and ** can never gain fifficient Credit from
** any reafonable Man.”” % = st
Who is this wncireumeifed Philiftine, faid
David, that He fhould defy the Armies of the
living GOD?* And who- is this Tacitus,
would I afk, this darling Author, that He
fhould be raifed to the Skies, while the di-
wine Hiftorians are trodden to the Duft ?
——If your Ladyfhip is un-acquainted
with his Charaéter, let me give it in the
Words of a moft clegant and mafterly
Criric.

2 Pag. 121, ® Pag. b, I Pag. 121,

Pag. T8, I, in the Pages [ have referred o,
and che Sentences I have quoted, my Lord does not
aim at the Seriptaral Records, 1 Mhall very willingly,
nay, mof pladly acknowledge myvfelf millaken. To
me, :fic*:a'rcpﬂtcd and attentive Perufhl of the T—
{npes, appears tomean thofe, and thofe priweipally.
He means, according to his u'l:n Pm!’:ﬁuu{rfn an-

siext Hiffery ar He'bad been defiribing (See Pag. 118%
and I am very fore, :E:J;rmé?;ﬂ gﬁhjbﬂ u?ﬁ:: pre-

ceding Sheets, was the fecred —But why (hould not
his Lordfhip fpeak his Sentiments plaindy ? Iy it for
Wane of Ingenuity b Or owing to Difidence in the
Cofe?

h t Samael xviiy 206,
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Critic. *¢ Having confidered the principal
¢ Qualities of Tacitus asa Writer and an
¢ Hiftonian 3 I cannot help thinking,
¢ that there is a falfe fublime and Affec-
 tation'in his Defeription : & Scurrility
¢ and faryrical Vein, with tos Epigram-
“ matical a Concifenels in his Wic; an
¢ Acutenefs, but too fpeculative, and a
Policy over refined in his Obfervations;

a malignant and ill-natur'd Turn in his

- Charaéters 3 a Philofophy too abftraéted

and elevated in his Reafoners, and a

Vanity in his Learning. In fhort, that

He i5 in Antiquity 2 Pedant; in the

Philofophy of Nature a Sceptic; in

Morals loofe ; in Delcription gaudy and

pompous ; in Politics fubdelous, re-
s¢ fined and knavifh.” ’

Yet this is the Writer, that muflt be
placed in fuch great Superiority to Mofes,
Fofbua, and Samuel. This the Hiftory
(rife Criticifin, and refent the Indignity 1)
that is fpoken of with Applaufe and Rap-
ture, even while the facred Annals are
greated with Difrefpedt and Obloquy.

C 2

1 e Treatife, which farnithes me with this Ex-
tradt, it written by Mr. Huster i is entitled Odffroa-
fisus e Tacitas ; and, if my Reader has rot perafed
them, | dare venture to affure Him, that He has one ef
the bighei Entertainments in polite Litertare yct to
come,  See pag. 184, : [
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T might recount " the glorious Privileges,
exhibited in this bleffed Book; the ineft-
mal Promifes, made to the Righteous ; the
tenderly compafiionate Invitations, addrefs-
ed to Sinners 3 the refined and exalted Dif-
plays of Meralily ; with many other noble
FParticulars which it is the Preroga-
tive of Seripture, to contain——the Wif.
dom of Mankind, to believe and
the only Felicity ‘of our Nature, to be in-
terefted in them, and influenced by them.

Butmy Lord is ready to agree on thefe
Topics. * He exprefits, in fome Places ac
leaft, no Diflike of the defirinal and pro-
phetical Parts. . Nay, He has contrived an
Expedient, to refcue them from  the Dift
- honour, which He would bring upon the
bifterical.© He allows the former, to be
written under the Infpiration of the holy
and un-erring Spiric. < The latter, He af-
firms, are *¢ purely human, and therefore
fallible. ** * Proceeding upon this Sup-
pofition, He {cruples not to reprefent them,
as the Devices of Craft, or the Blunders of
Ignorance, ' ;

I

& Pag ob.
FThar by B mo apgraversd Impitation, every at-
tentive ‘Reader of bt Lordhhips Terters will eafily
ive: and " I' bekieve, it will appear’ too plainly

ram the Paffages, to be produced in the Soquel of this
Epifile. !
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I muft beg Leave to obferve, that' fuch
8 Diftinilion is without the leaft Ground of
Reality, to fippore it: and would, if ad-
micted, be an' effectual method 'to fubvert
the Whole of Revelation. For,ifit could be
proved, that the Authors of this Hiftory
were fo weak, as to fall into palpable’ Er-
rors, where a common Degree of Sagacity
would have fecured them from miftaking =
or, if they were fo treacherons, as to palm
upon the World ‘a multiplicity of Forge-
ries’s {o impiows, as to aferibe their Falfe-
hoods to the GOD of Truth : this would
at once ruin their Charafer ‘as’ Mem, and
deftroy their Credit 'as Hriters. At this
rate, who could depend upon their Teft-
mony in any Point whatever ? ;
Befides ; ‘many of the doétrinal Parts of
Scripture refer to, and are derived from,
the hiftorical. If the latter were a Parcel
of Impolfitions and Miftakes, what Degree
of Veracity or Dignity could the former
claim ? If the Foundation is a Bubble, how
can the Superftructure ftand ?—Whether
his Lordfhip, by fuch'a fpecious Pretence
of ferving the Interefts of true Religion,
intended fecretly to undermine it, T will
not prefume to fay.  But this I may ven-
ture to declare, that his Scheme is ve
fhrewdly calculated to compafsfuch an End.
Grant what his Lordfhip afkss -and what all
" e
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the Enemies of Chriftianity wifh, will un-
avoidably follaw. ;

Farther, Madam~——=S8uch a Diftinétion
is contrasy to the exprefs Declaration of
the new Teftament: which pofitively ai-
ferts, chat ALL: Scriptare is givew by In-
Jpiration of GOD. "—OQur blefled LORD,
who. was very well qualified to difcern
Truth, and equally zealous to maintain it,
makes no fuch Difference.  He fays in ge-
neral, Search the Scriptures; " the wbhole
Colleftion of facred Writings,——FHHbat/e-
ever Things, adds St. Paul, not fome par-
ticular Paffages only, but WHATSOEVER
THINGS were written afore-time, were
swritten for onr Learning.© And muft there-
fore have been under fuch a divine Super-in-
tendency, as fecured them fromall Poffibi-
lity of Error, Otherwife, they might be
written, not for our Learning, but for our
Deceptisn.——So that St. Paul’s Direftion,
is as contraryto Lord Bolingbroke's Di-
{tinétion, as the Eaft is oppofite to the Weit,
We may as foon bring thofe two Points of
the Hemifphere together ; as reconcile his
Lordfhip’s Refinements, with the Apoftle’s
Religion.

I believe, it will be equally difficult, to
render his Lordihip - confiffent. with Himr:

felf.

= 2 Tim. iil. 16. n John. v. 39.
® Romans xv. 4.
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felf. ' His Conceffion overthrows his Diffine-'
#ign.  Admitting the do&rinal Parts of
the Scripture to be true, the Veracity of
the hiftorical is, by neceffary Confequence,
and beyond all Contradiction, eftablifhed.
They are indiffoludly connected: they mu-
tually bear on, and mutually fuftain each
cther: and muft ftand or fall together.
They are like an Arch moft exaétly finifh-
ed ; not a Stone of which can be taken a-
way, without difconcerting the whole
Structure: and like an Arch, firmly found-
ed, as well as corretly finithed, the more
they are preffed, the fironger they will ap-
pear.

My Lord fays indeed, That & CHRIST
* came not to confecrate all the written
* Traditions of the Yews.”* 'He fays it,
butwhere or how does He prove it #a—
By written Traditions of the Fews, T fup-
pole, we are to underftand all the Hebrew
Seriptures.  The Drift of the Difcourfe,
leads us to this Senfe.  Now it is apparent,
that ‘our Saviour has aftually confecrated,
has fet the Seal of Authenticity and Infal-
libility to rbe Law of Mofes, o the Pfalms,
and to the Propbets, By appealing to
them as decifive, and by allowing them to
be

¥ Pag. g4, * Luke xxiv, g4
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be predisiive, He has acknowledged” théiii
to be divinely infpired ; to be unqueltion-
ably true;. /And a very little Acquaintince
with Fewifh Antiquities will inform us; that,
in thefe three Partitionsy the whole Body
of the Hebrew Seriptures is comprehended,
——What then becomes of his Lordfhip’s
Aflertion ? Or to whofe Difcredit does it
tend 2 ‘That of the Fewifh Seriptures, or
that of kis veon Knowledge 2.

I mufk defire your Ladyfhip to take No-
tice of the Exprefion in this Pafage. It is
fomewhat fingular, and deferves a particu-
lar. Regard. Hfritten. Traditions is the
Phrafe. Every one knows, that we ex-
plode, and very juftly, thofe fuperfitions
‘Whimfies of the Fews, which pals under
the Denomination of Traditions. = Yer
my Lerd thinks proper,to call the Hiftories
of the Old Teftament; by thisdifreputable
Name: only He admits one Difference,
that whereas the former were tranfmitted
by Strength of Memoary, the latter are com-
mitted to Hriting. But is this an bengf?
Reprefentation ¢ Is this free from all
malignant Difguife 2

Let us put the Matter to the following
Trial. The word Legend, when applied
to any modern Story, raifes the fame con-
tcmpub]c and abfurd Idea, as the word Tra-
dition excites, when applied to any Feuifb

Notion,
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Notion. Would my Lord, or would hi3
Friends think, that due Honour or com:
men Juftice was done; to his Sketch of the
Hiftory and State of Enrope; if it thould be
ftyled in our public Papers; Lord Boling-
broke's written Legends ? ——The Impro-
priety and the Malevolence of fuch a Title,
would be undeniable and odious 2 Who then
can vindicate the Propriety of his Lord-
thip’s Language, or clear it from being ‘2
moft injurious Mis-reprefentation of the
facred Records 2 'Which; however fome of
the Fats might come down; in a traditi-
onary Channely to the Writers ; by paffing
through their Hands; receive the Stamp of
undoubted Certainty ; and are no longer
Traditions; but Oracles.

I with; this had been the enly Inftance
of Artifice and Impofition; ufed in the
Letters under Examination. Why are fo
many idle Tales; and fcandalous Stories,
raked together, and expofed to View ? *
——WHhy? but to put a Cheat upon the
in-attentive Reader; and depretiate ® the

D Dignicy

4 See pag. 93, 86, BB —i10z——1o8, 10g.

¥ I wouald by no means indulpe a. petulznt or cen-
forious Humdar.  Yet T cannot forbear thinkiog, that
the Seriptares are too often depretinted in his Lord-

ip's Performance: fometimes by Smeer: fome-
times by Ceedl: and fometimes even by Jangard Ap-
probation, or a cesnterfeit fort of Praife. Sech as

—_—
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Dignity of the divine Word ? Depretiate ir,
much in the fame manneryas its moft illuft-
rious Objeét and Author was formerly di-
fhonoured ; not only by the falfe Aceufations,
with which He was charged; but ‘alfo by
the infamous Company, with whom He
was numbered. Did my Lord ima-
gine, that thefe Tales were really believed,
even by the warmelt Advocates for Holy
Writ ? No: He ‘mult know in his Con-
fcience, thac they never were received
by the Generality of Divines; neither
are mentioned by« Authors of Difcern-
ment, unlels it 'be to confute and rejedd
them. However, be they credited or
not, it was apprehended, they might ferve

a Purpofe.  But whether it be the Purpole
' of

———1 B the Foundations of Chrillianity have
 heen daid in Troth.”  Pag. 123. =" FPaffages
i which e favourablé to the Deélrine of the Tri-
* mity.'" Pag. gfi ——Though I fhould be lath 1o
rejedt amy Telimony, in Favour of Chriflianity ;. il
more Joth to give up fo emisent a2 name as Lord
B e, to the derftical Party ¢ yet ¥ canmor pre-
teail upon myfell to acknowledge, that we are much,
if arall abliged to Him, for thefe poor, jejune, cold
Compliments, Such a Tellimony and fuch Compli-
ments, are joit a3 ferviceable to the momentons Canfe,
at a Breben Tearh iy ferviceable to the Eater, or
a Fodt out E,I"?':_rlr; to the Walker. Prov. xxv. Ig.
They are, in Truth, mere fuza advga ===or, a3 Mr.
Pape more lrongly exprefles the Sentiment ;
They damn =with faint Praife,
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of Integrity, Impartiality, and Truth, I
leave to the Determination of others.)

Still it is urged, That thefe: Scriptures
are ¢ full of Additions, Interpolations,
¢ and Tranfpofitions.” © ———That they
are full of Additions, is more eafily afferted,
than evinced. * I'can find bur awe Inftance;
fpecified by his Lordfhip. - Which is the
Account ¢ of the Death and Sepulture of
‘¢ Mpfes, with aforc of funeral Panegy-
“ ric,"” “ recorded in the laft Chapter of
Deuteronomy, - Here, it is taken for grant-
ed, that we are reduced to' a térrible Di-
lemma either to own, that this Pa-
ragraph was written by Mafes bim/zif; and
then: we may  expet to hear of Impef
fibility and ~Abfurdity or elfe, that
itis all fuppofititions; and then the Scrip-
tures muft have 'paffed through tampering
Fingers, and fuffered Adulterarion ! —But
fuppofe this fmall Appendix was made by
Fafbwa : a Man, whole Mind was illuminat-
ed, and his Hand guided, by the Spirit
of the moft High ? Does fitch an Addition
deferve to be branded with an. qgneminions;
oreven brought into Difefteem by a fu/pi-
efones Character ? Or, whar if fome
other Prophet, whofe Name is unknawn,

Dz fuper-

° PRE- 95 50. ‘ pog. 103,
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fuper-added this valuable Anecdore? Iy
the Concealment of the Penman’s Namr.
fufficient, to impeach the Genuinenefs, on
invalidate the .ﬁuthnnl:y, of the Paffage ?
Efpecially, fince it has been approved by
other dnfpired Writers, and received the
Tmprimarur of the Holy Ghott? I
know not whe is the Printer of his Lord-
fhip’s two Volumes; yet, though ignorant
of this Circumftance, “for other very fatis-
faflory Reafons, I have no Doubt but they
are the genuine Productions of his Pen.
- My Lord would have done well to con-
fider——Whether it was a probable or 2
pratticable Thing, to interpolate a fer of
Books, which were ftudied with fo much
Accuracy, and kept with fo much Vigi-
lance, The Number of whofe Verfes, efpe-
cially in the Pentateuch, was computed
and the Arrangement of the very Letters
known.  Whether, after the Coming of
Chrift, the jealous Eye which the Jews
and Chriftians had on each other, was not
an unfurmountable Bar agamit  any Inno-
vations or material Alterations.——As for
Tranfpofitions, they are ufed by the moit
approved Hiftorians. When ufed with
Judgment, they redound to the Reputation
of the Writer, and encreafe the Pleafure
of the Reader. And would his Lordfhip
rnnk-: that a Dﬂj:mragcmcnt of the facred

Nar:atwe,
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Narrative, which is a Recommendation of
any ordinary Compofition ? : '

But my Lord imagines, that He has
found out a fubftantial Reafon for the afore-
mentioned  Diftinftion ——has  detected
fuch Impraprieties in the facred Narrative,
as “ contradiét all our Notions of Order
*and of Juftice* He produces, by
way of Specimen, the Cafe of Noah, de-
nouncing a Curfé upon Canaan,——This,
it feems, is the ecapital Abfurdity; this
the glaring Error 3 which, He concludes,
is fufficient to un-canonize the Hiftories of
the old Teftament, and degrade their Wri-
ters from the Clafs of Infpiration.
This therefore; if your Ladylhip pleafes,
we will examine a little more particularly.

The Charge in general is thus exprefied.
f* One is tempted to think, that the Patri-
# arch was {till drunk 3 and that no Man
** in his Senes; could hold fiuch Language,
i or pafs fuch & Sentence.” Was I
at Leifure to criticife upon Words, I fhould
be tempted to obferve, that the Dittion
¥ no Man could kold fuch Language,”
may be French, but is fcarcely Englifb,
However, from the Expreflion I pafs to
; _ it

®pag 1o
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the Sentiment. —This, for Candour
and Solidity, is much like the Reflection of
the Jews, on the memorable Day of Pen-
tecoft.  'When the Apoftles addreffed the
Inhabitants of various Countries, each in
his own native Tongue; fome of their
Hearers afcribed this miraculous Ability—
to what 2/ we are amazed, when we read
to the intoxicating Power of Wine."
Strange! that exceflive Drinking, which
incapacitates other People for talking com-
mon Senfe, fhould enable the Difciples of
CHRIST to fpeak ali Kinds of Langua-
ges l— Is it not equally ftrange, that
a drunken Diforder fhould enable the Pa-
triarch to deliver Prophecies, and foretell
future Events 2 Which (as I hopeto prove)

was the real Import of the Speech.
Perhaps, this Curfe may feem to be
the Effeét, if not of diforderly Indulgence,
yetof intemperate Paffion.  And how in-
compatible is this, with the Charaéter of a
Preacher of Righteoufnefs ¥ Surely Neab
fhould not have been fo forward, to call for
the Thunderbolts of Vengeance. Any
benevolent Man, much more a pious Pro-
genitor, would rather have deprecated the
Blow.———I wonder, his Lordihip did not
ftart chis Objeétion. Which would have
' been

f Alls, 1. 13,
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been much more plaufible, and much leG
fthocking. To this, in Cafe it had been
ftarted, we might reply; That Neab
atted as the Oracle of GOD. Thisand
many other fuch Paffages, which feem to
be Tmprecationsy are really Predidtions. Holy
Men fpoke, as they were influenced by the
Spirity and uttered, not the Suggeftions
of their own Minds, but the Will of ‘Al-
mighty GOD.——Which inclines me to
think, it might be no lefs proper, and
much more fuitable to the prophetic Style,
if we tranflated fuch Paflages, as [ndica-
tives, rtather than Imperatives; making
them declaratory of what is decreed in the
Cabinet of Heaven, and will as certainly
take Place, as if it already exifted., Curfed
is, rather than be, Canaan. Blefled of the
LORD s, inftead of e, his Land. Deut.
xxxiii. 13. Thus Ifaiab, foretelling the
Incarnation of that wonderful and adorable
Perfon, whom He ftyles The mighty GOD,
fays, Tous a Child 75 born. ®  So, calling
the Things that are noty as though they were.
—Such a Manner of fpeaking, would
remove from this particular Paflage, all
that founds harfb, or feems uncharitable :
and would, in the general, impart an mu-

equalled

& Ifad, ax. 6.
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equalled Majefty * to the Language of Serig:
ture, ] :

It was GOD then; and not Man, from
whom this avenging Sentence cime. And
GOD; tofhew his utter Deteftation - of all
Iniquity ; to manifeft his fingular Delight
in all Virrue ; frequently takes Occalion to
denounce Vengeance; or promife Happi-
nels, when fome notorious Evil is commit-
ted, or fome laudable Good performed,
And was there not a moft noterious  Evil
commicted Here ?———Charity, fays the
Apoftle;, covereth all Things ¢ ' draws 4
Veil over the various I[nfirmities of every
common. Neighbour:  But this Man (Man
fhall 1 fay? rather Monfter of Ingrati-
tude) fees the Shame of a Fatber--an aged
* Father,--a pious Father; and inftead of
concealing, when He cometh forth; He Im‘,’i’.!:

&

b Bleffed fe is Wrhat any holy Perfon m[ﬂ: fay;

and comprehends no more than afupplicatéry ‘Benedic-
ton.  Blyfed is, foits only the Mouth of a Frophes,
and implies an swcberftative Blefling:

4 Connth: xui. 7: seafle prm This B one Arg-
e in the fnelt ﬂlfglu.}' of fieial Virtoe; thar ever was
exhibited to the World.  And fbould; I think, be
vranflated (not Seareth, but) covereth or concealeth all
Things, The natural Import of the Word juftifies; and
the Context evidently reqidres; thisSenfe: ~ Otherwile,
the frlt and Jat Clasfes of the Verle, will co-incide
in their Meaning ; or rather makean un-meaning Tag-
toloy

E Levit. xix, 32,
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1h it e Fools they are, abandoned Pro-
figates, that make a Mock at Sin. What
Name then can be badencugh, for aprofane
and un-natural Wretch ; who makes Sport
-with a Parent’s Folly, a Parent’s Sinful-
xiefs, a Pacent’s Mifery ? ——Surely this
‘was a moft Ragrant Violation of flial Re-
verence, filial Love, ‘and fliadl Duty."
“Which not only implied fo many particnlar
Offsnces, each attended with its refpedfive
“Guilt, but ‘indicated the Offender to be
defticute of al} Piety. For, to argue in
the Apoftle’s Strain; How could this Man
wencrate a Father in Heaven, whom He
. ! ' had

{4 The Turpitude and Immafality of this Cffence,

will appear in blacker Colours, if we confider the
wiiry peculiar Reverence; which, in thole Days of
primitive Simplicity, was paid 10 any 3 Betloz,
dnivch faore bo an aged Partar,

Credebane bec gronde mefies, & Morte piandam
8i Fuwwrsls Feiule manaffisrexerar, £ &
Barbata caicknse Paers .
_ Juven. Satyr. XIIL

¢ We may fee, from that awfal Threatning,
Pray, wxx. 17. with what extreme Deteflation the molt
holy GOD refents foch un-nafural Behaviour. The
“Bye that MOCKETH AT HIS FATHER, and di-
dhifetk ro ke biy Muother, the Reemi of che Paliey frall
pick it ant, and the younz Bagle jhall eat ir. Nay, it
thoild feem from this Texe, as though all Nature wits
veady to teltify its Abhorrence of fucha Crime ; and,
rather than it thould efcape condign Punihment, the
‘malt infenfible Animals woold rife up to execute Ven-
geance, E




(26)
had not feen? If he was o irreverent toa
Farher on Earth, whom He had feen ?

But fuppolfing the Turpirude and Immo-
rality of the Action to be very enormous,
and fuch asdeferved fome fignal Vengeance:
the Vengeance, it is objeted, was mifap-
plied. For, ** Ham alone offended : Ca-
naan was innocent.”,.——My Lord is not
fure, that Canaar was innocent; though He
afferts ic pretty confidently. The contrary
Notion has obtained among the Jews. They
apprehend, that Cangan was firft in the
Tranfgreffion; and, inftead of being re-
proved, was imitated by his Father. Bi.
fhop Patrick, Mr. Pool, and other emi-
nent Commentators, think this to be no
improbable  Opinion.

Ifhis Lordfhip was un-acquainted with
the Hebrew, He will fearcely be thought
qualified to  pronounce fo. peremptorily,
concerning a Cafe related in thar Lan-
guage. If He was acquainted with the
Original, He afts fomewhat unfairly in
faying; < This Notion is not only * with-
* out, but againft the exprefs Autho-
“ rity of the Text.”™ For He muft
know, that it receives fome Countenance
ever from the Text itfelf. I would by no

means

= pag. 111,
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means offend your Ladyfhip’s Eyes, with
any rugged Figures, or uncouth Quotari-
ons.  But youmay venture to believe me,
when T affure you, That the moft exact
Tranflation of Verfe 24th is; Nosh knew
what bis Son bad done to Him, the or that
little one. ™ Hams could not fo properly be
ftyled The little one; fince He was the mid-
dlemoft, and is always placed in that Or-
der: Shem, Ham, Japhberh.  Bur the De-
{cription agrees perfectly well with Canagn,
the Grandfon of Neab: and it was cufto-
mary among the' Jews, to call the Grand-
children, the Sons of their Grand-Father.*
Canaan, itisadded * was alonecurfed,”
——The W%rds would run fmoother, if
tranfpofed in this ‘manner, Canaan along
was curfed. ' As for ‘the Faf, that wants
fome - better ' Confirmation, than  my
Lord’s bare Affertion.” To me itis evident,
that Ham was riot exempted from the Curfe,
E2 Whac 2

* Thoogh it would have been wery enpolite, to
quote Hebrew in writing to'a Lady'; iv may be judged
pmpcr,&sﬂhn be thenght neccffary, now the Let-
ver 1s made public, to produce the original Expreffion,
That, wherean Argumentis derived from! the precife
Signifieation of the Phrafe, the Jrarned Reader miy
examine and determine for Himfell, | 3
Gen. ix. 24 The word 11[]1'_: is ufed of Wenpamin
Facebls youngelk Son, and tranflaced & firtde one
en. xhiv, 2o,

¥ Gen. xxix. 5, 3 Chron, & g7,
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What? If it did not, fall vpon Him in
Perfon? yet, to be punifhed in his Off-
{pring, muft be very affediing, and no lefs
But hold———my Lord has foreftalled
us in this RE{PI].F. Inftead of waiting. for
it, or acquielfeing in it ;.Ht: plays it upon
us, withan Air of Triumph. ¢ Will ig
i 1 btfﬂir.‘l-—l:}us has been flid-——T]l.lt
 Ham was punithed in his  Pofterity.” #
~—T¢ has: and with his Lordfhip’s Leave,
T will venture to fay it again, - Nog fhould
I, in cafe Lord Bolingbroke was alives
have went farther than jbis ewn Breaft, fop
a Pregfof my Affervion.  Would He, with
all his exalted Ideasof Liberty, have thoughs
it no Punithment on Himfelf, provided He
had been the Father of Children, to. have
hear'd thetn doomed to a State of §lavery;
nay, to be, as He very rightly explains
the facred Phrafe, ¢ the vileft and worlt of
¢ Slaves ” Efpecially if, like Ham,
He was appointed, in the Courfe of Pro-
videnee, to be the Father of feveral Na-
tions  ——— And if the Doom had been
prenounced by a Perfon, of whole propbetic
Spirit there was. fo inconteftable an Evi-
dence, as the univerfal Inundation was of

Noab's

Sin
! .Phg'! Eﬁ-ﬁ_ -....‘EE
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- Since my Lord'has no moré Communi-
cation with us ar our Affairs, I appeal
any, toevery parental Heart.  Let Na-
ture——-fond,  compaffionate, yearning
Nature fpeak——Whether the Infliction
of ‘{uch a Penalty on the Son, (perhaps, a
favaurite Son; like Yo/epk) the Son's Sons,
and the lateft Pofterity —— Whether #bis
be not - properly a. Punilhment of the Fa-
ther 7 Whether the Father muft not feel by
Anticipation, whar his ' wretched Progeny
mult endure in Reality ?~~—MNature once
fpoke to fuch a Query, and this was her
Language: Omy Son Abfalom ! my Som,
#y Sem Abfalom! Wowld GOD T had
died for Thee: O Abfalom my Ssw, my Son I
* Did Hiftory ever record, or Poetry ever
invent, {o melanchely 2 Moan # It breathes
the very Squl of Woe; and exemplifies the
Bentiment, which his Lordfhip would ex-

Plede,
- David, it is plain, was punifhed in the
calamitous Exit of this ypung Prince; in
the Difafters fuftained, and the Diforders
committed, by his other Children.® _4dam
thought Himfelf punifhed in the Ruin
which He brought upon the human Race 3
and laments it, in the moft pathetic Terms,
38 the feverelt Diftrefs attending his Apo-
T ey,

¥ 2 Sam. xviii. 31
€2 Sam. xfiCie
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flacy. * ——One wifer than Adam, One
greater than: David, whofe Judgment is al-
ways according to Truth, is evidently of
the fame Opinion : and, for that Reafon;
has formed the Sanétion of -4 moft facred
Commandment, upon this very Principle 5
He will wifit the Iniguitics of the Fatbers
upon - the Children, unto the thivd and. fourth
Generation of thems that. hate Him.

What GOD has fo exprefly threatened, He
has atually done : notion this only, buton
various other Emergencies. © Thus Efaw
fuffered in. his Defcendants ;¢ Febu ‘in: his
Familyy " and  Hezekiabin his. Children. ®
Who ally like the Canaanites, were Children
of their Father's Difobedience : ® Inheritors

of their Sin, as well as of their Name.
—Burt

d See the whole of ddom's difconfolate Complaint 5
Part of which are the following Lines,
—o i Yot avell, if bere avonld nd
Thie mifiry j J defir’d ity androduld bear
My eaun Deferasimgs : bup this noill not ferue.
AN thar T ear, or diind; or fhualf beges
Ji prapagaced Cerfe. O Faice | onee bear'd
Delightfally, Increale and. Maltiply ;
New Death to hear!
: Farad. Loft: Book x. ¥15.

" = Compire Gen. xxvii, 0. with 2 Sam. viii. 14
Thau fhnle feroe thy Brother s Here,"is the Sentence,
Al they of Edom became David's Servants: Here, its
Execution.

f Hofeai. 4.

E Tini. xxxix. 6, 7.

b Morum quegue Frlii, Juvenal Satyr, HIII.
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«——DBut this would anticipate the Reply
to another Objection, ' !

Where is the Equity of curfing a Peo-
ple, that are- yer smborn? Dees not this
¢ contradict all cur Notions of Order and
“ of Juftice ?”——lIt may be contrary to
eur Notions, at lealt it would be. unjuftifi -
able in our Pratice. But is quite other-
wife, with regard to the all-feeing GOD.
Is it not agreeable to the fricteft Rules of
Juitice, for a Magiftrate, when He has
heard the Witnefles, fummed up the Evi-
dence, and found. the Prifoner guilty——
Is it not agreeable to' the ftriGeft Rules of
Juitice, to pafs Sentence upon fuch a Cri-
minal? The Queftion can admit, of fo
Doubt.  Yet it is equally certain, that #his
was the very Cafe, with Reference to the
fupreme Judge, and thofe Sinners the Ca-
naauites.——They practiced the groffeft
and moft inhuman Idolatries. They aban-
doned themfelves to the moft horrid Im-
moralities ; fuch as vielated Nature; con-
founded all Order; and fuch as it would
be fhocking even to mention. '——Now
all thefe provoking Crimes, were prefent
to the View of HIM, by whofe Infpira-
tion Neah fpake. He faw them with the
fame circumitantial Exaftnefs, as if they
had

f Levit, xviil, 24.
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had been already perpetrated.—— Let
us take thefe very important Particulars in-
to Confideration, the exteffive Wickednefs of
thofe Nations, and the all-forefecing Dif-
cernment of JEHOVAH, and then who
will dareto infineate # That the everiaft-
ing Sovereign acted unjuftlyc That He
lauriched the Lightenings of his Indigna-
tion, in an arbitrary manneéry or upon an
innocent Péople: Who will be fo pre-
cipitate, as to affirm with my Lord ? That
« 1o other Writer but a Jéw, could im-
« pute to the Economy of divine Provis
« dence the Accomplifhment of fuch a
s Prediftions nor make the fupreme Be-
st ing the Executor of fich a Curfe™*
. The former of thole Circumftances will

fer in'a ‘proper Light, what his Lerdfhip
calls, * the Cruelties committed by Foffwa
st in the Conqueft of the Canaanires.” It
will make them appear to be atts of righ-
feous Fengeance; a mitich needed and moft
defirable Extirpation of a pefiflent People:
alrogether as ferviceable to the Public, as
it was formerly, to deftroy the Wolves
from our Idand ; orasit is, at prefent, to
deliver over fome flagitions Malefactors to
the Sentence of the Law.———Yet the
Execttion-of this Vengeance was delayed,
Year after Year, Century after Century.
The feed of Abrabami; for feveral AgCs,
were

* Pag. 119.
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Yiere not permitted to enter upon the Poflef-
fion of theirdeftined Inheritance ; becaufe ¢
Iniguity of -the Amorites; which was the
Caufe of their Extcrmination, was niof yef
fiulls *———Does it then, befpeak the Man
of Integrity, to reprefent thofe Proceedings
of Fabua, under the abbsrred Image of
Cruelties ;. which were A&s of a Juftice,
exemplary, falutary, and greatly to be re-
wered.  1s.it becoming an howgff Inquirer
afrer Truth, to fuggelt, without the leaft
Shadow of Proof, a [elfifb and malignant
Reafon, for the Defltruttion of the Ca-
naanites ; when a Reafon, themolt equitable
in its Nature, the moft bémeficial in its Con-

fequences, is expreflly and repeatedly afl-
figned by the facred Hiftorian? '——Thi8
I

! Ged. xb. 16
t Gen. xv. 16. Dot ix. ¢. FOR §HE WICK-
EDNESS of thefe Nativns; the LORD thy GOD deth
drive them oat frevs befire Thes, See allo Lewic.
%vilh, 25, Where the facred Writer deflcribies their ex-
ecrable and un.paralleled Vildnefs, by one of the
firomgelt and boldelt Figures imaginable, 8o vile they
were, that the very Country loathed chem s was weary
to bear them 3 and afted hike a- difgoltsd nanfesting
Btomach,  when opprefled with foul and - offenfive
Food = ¢l Land iffelf womiteth put ber lababitants.
—Let no farani Critic betray his fal/e Taite, and
ryzrfe Temper, by carping at the Expreflion.  But lec
all be aftonithed at the entragiear Impicty of the Ca-
sianires s and adore the wiadiSier Afmoof JE-
HOVAH: and acknowledge, that foch horsible Mif-
; Creants

F




: ( 34 ) :

1 refer to your Ladyfhip’s Decifion.
Who, I am fure, will not err on the un-
charitable Extreme. Yet 1 believe, will
find it difficult, with all your Gosd-nature,
to acquit the Author of thefe Letters from-
the Charge of Dis-ingenuity.

May I not add 2—— This Way of fore-
telling, yer refpiting the Punifiment, is
graciotis both in itfelf, and in ‘its Confe-
quences. I itfelf : becaufe, a= Re-
prieveis always reckoned an Alleviation of
the Sentence, even thongh it be not the
Foreninner of a Pardon. T its Con-
fequences : becaufe, it afforded large Space
" for Recolleftion, dnd thould have awaken-
ed the Offenders to a Senfe of their Guilt.
It thould havdincited them to ufe all pof-
fible Diligence to avert the Doom, both
by a perfonal Reformation, and by educat-
ing their Families religioully, Why did they
not act, a5 King Abab afted, * and argue
as the Men of Niweveb argued; ™ in a
following Age, but on a like Occalion?
—Inftead of this; inftead of betaking
themfelves to Confideration and Prayer,

to

creants were (ot for fome Reafons of Stte, as my
Liord iy pleafed fo infinuate, wremed only, bat werc)
really, & onthe molt fubpiantial Principles of Juftice,
an aceurfed Raee. | Pag. ¥ia. ¢ ]
nop Kings xxi. 27, 29
= Jomsh ii. g
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to Repentance and Amendment, they ran to
the fame, to greater Excels of Ungodli-
nels.

So that thefe People, being evidently In-
heritors of their Father’s finful Narture, and
obftinately perfifting in their Father’s finfu]
Ways, were moff defervedly Partakers of his
Curfe. And though GOD.is that uncon-
troulable Sovereign, who giveth not, is un-
der no Obligation to give, Acconit of any
of bis Matters;* though He often has Rea-
fons for his Difpenfations, abfolutely un-
fearchable by any Mortal ; yer, Here He
is clearly vindicated even before Men—-—
even before the Sinners themfelves. They
them{elves muft confefls the Juftice of their
Doom ; and own, That GOD bath dene
righteoufly, dut they have dome wickedly.
That GOD has fhewed all Long-Suffering;
and given full Warning, before the Blow
fell: Whereas they, notwithitanding this
Forbearance and this Admonition, have

continued incorrigible; and without any
~ other Change, but that of becoming more
confummately vile.

Agreeably toall this, and conformably
to the moft acknowledged Rules of Equi-
ty, it is declared by the facred Hiftorian,
That the fmoriter, the Defcendants of
Canaan, fuffered not, tll they had filled

Fia up

2 Job aoxaii, 13.
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up the Meafure of #ber Iniquiticsy * thair
gton, as well as their Father’s. All
which, I fhould imagine, is fufficient, not
enly to fuftify the Counfels, buc to glorify
the Judgments, of the grear JEHOVAH,
Sufficient allo to fatisfy any Inquirer, who
is (as my Lord very handfomely exprefies
Himfelf) * candid but not implicit, will-
¢ ing to be informed yet curious to ex-
¢ amine,"

My Lord's Curigfity to examine, fhall- 1
fay ? Or his Refolution to be diffatished ?
proceeds ftill farther. Accordingly He
adds; *¢ whp does not fee; that the Curfe
¢ and the Punithment, in this Cafe, fell
¢ on Capaan and his Pofterity, exclulively
#¢ of thereft of the Pofterity of Ham#” ©

The Particle’ of, fo frequently re-
peated, in a fingle Sentence, can hardly
be admired as an Elegance® of - Speech,
But, taking #o more Notice of fuch lictle
Blemiihes, I thall confider the Weight, not
the Polifh, of his Lordfhip’s Arguments.
— Asfor this Argument, | verily think,

: when

b Gen. xvoo1f £ Pap. 110, 1128
4 This, and one gr two preceding Remarks of the
fame Mature, are fcarcely worth oar Mopice,  Neither
fabuld Fhive mentioned ther, hid they not folf fe. ey
mvay § and were it not ta pura Teery upon the populay
Nawon, That his Lordibip's Style 1s lo corredt, i:lcga.n:i

an
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when laid in the Ballance of Impartiality
and Candour, it will 2e found wanting. For,
admitting the Objection in its full Scope,
what follows? Why, that the righteous
GOD pardoned /eme Criminals, when He
might juftly punith /. And if it fhould
have pleafed the Supreme Judge, to repeal
the Sentence, and remit the' Penalty, with
regard to fome Offenders, who fhall ar-
raign his Conduct 2 Who thall cenfure his
Providence? To exercife Mercy is his
great Prerogative ; an Aét not of Debr, but
of royal Bounty, which He exercifes, whes
and to whom, itfeemeth good in his Sight:
I will bave Merey on whem I will bave
Merey, ® is his high and holy Refolve.

I might therefore anfwer his Lordfhip’s
Queftion, by afking another,  ¥Which I
might propofe, in the plain but folewn Words
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. ¢«If
#¢ thefe are fpared, while thafe are punifh-
¢ ed, what is that to Thee? Is thine Eye
¢¢ epfl, becaufe GOD is goed 2 Burl
fhall rather reply to the Objection, by de-

nying

and nohle, a5 to be & Seandard for fire iﬂ-ir:‘;b It can-
pot, in my Apprehieniion, jufti{ claim this Honoor,
1f others think differently, I lcave them o enjo
their Chpinion ; and: thall Hﬂ;&i'llmlﬁh it would be caly
enough o multiply Proofs) a YWord mare upan the
Sulsjelt;

. & Rﬂm ix. 16,
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nying the Fa&. The Ponifiment was not
confined to Canaan and his Pofterity. = I
reached the other Defcendants .of Ham
Mifraim Himfelf; the Father of the Egsp-
sians (as will be- fhewn in a proper Place)
not excepted. Canaan, ’tis true, 15 parti-
cularly mentioned. Becaufe, He was
(as from this very Circumitance is extreme-
Iy probable) an Accomplice = with Ham, in
the Breach of filial | Dury. Becaufe,
thiz Branch of the Family was more than
ordinarily corrupt, nay, beyend Meafure vi-
cious:——Becaufe the Canaanites Were, in
the fir/t Place, and in the fullsft Manner, to
feel the Effects of the Curfe.—— And Ma-
fes; being charged with a Commiffion to
execute the Vengeance on this People anly,
had no Occafion to concern Himfelf with
any other.  Juft as the Sheriff of a Coun-
ty, demanding the Body of a condemned
Malefactor, producesthedead Warrant for
Fis Execution ; without inter-meddling, or
thinking Himelf under any Neceffity to

inter=-

« T'his s rendered Rill more credible, by that Par-
ticulariey of Style, which the Scripture ul{: in fpenk-
ing of Hem. Ham the Futber of Comnarm Gen ix
18, 32, Why of Canaan fa efpecially i Had He
ot ather Children, other Sonsi——=Several other.—
Bat this Diftinélion feems to be a Brand of Infamy, fer
upon the Offcnder ; and intimaics, that He who was
Father of Canaan by Blood, was his Fariner, was his
Prother in Iniquity.




; i 280 .
inter-meddle, with the other Prifoners in
the Jayl.——This leads me to a new, and,
if I'judge right, by far the moft impor-
tant Inquiry; namely, whether the Curfe
was executed, ' aswell as promounced.

As I'haften to the Proof of this Parti-
cular, my Lord embarraffss: and. retards
me with a frefh Obftacle.  He Himfelf has
thought proper to ‘inform us, * why ‘the
«¢ Pofterity of ‘Canaan was 1o be deemed an
¢ accurfed Race.” But He lets the World
know ; “ Irisinot {o eafy to account, why
¢ the Pofterity of the righteous Sbem, that
¢ great Example of filial Reverence, be-
* came Slaves to another Branch of the
¢ Family of Ham, during more that four-
¢ {core Years,™ * I.am by no means
convinced, thatthe: Point propofed enters
into the Merits of our Caufe.  Should the
Reafons for this Difpenfation remain an im=
penetrable Secrer; ‘yer, if we clear up the
Propriety, and demonftrate the Eguity, of
the Curfe denounced; we compals our
main'End, and confure the grand Cenfure.
However, asthe Queftion is 'prefented, it
fhall be confidered: And though his Lord-
thip thould affeftto fieer, I chufe rather,
- in
* I Pag. 112,
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in Imitation of thofe noble Writers, whofs
Dignity 1 would affert, to be [ferious.

Wiy were the Ifraelites Sojourners in
..E,gmr-.’.—-ng-,ﬁ. Reafon occurs, that is
worthy of a gragions GOD, and greatly for
the public Good. That they might carry
thither the Knowledge of the everlafting
JEHOVAH, and of the promifed MES-
SIAH ; of the only acceptable Method of
Worfhip, andithe only effeéfual Way of Sal-
vation.— A Egypt was the Parent of Li-
terature, and the Fountain-Head of Sci-
ence: as Men of Letters and Curiofity
came, from all Parts of .the World, to
complete their Studies at Egypt: if thefe
heavenlyDoétrines werereceived THERE,
they would be more: likely, fome Streams
of them. at leaft, to be tranfufed into all
Climes, * and improve ¢évery Nation. So
that the People of the: LORD, the only
Depofitaries -of divine Philofophy, = were
feteled in this Land of general Refort, with
mich the fame wife and bencficent’ Views,
as the ableft Proferfors of Learning are
placed at our famous Univerfities,

But why were they Slavesin Egypt —
This might be to #ry them, and to bumbie
thems to fbew them what was in their
Heare, and to purge out their Drofs. . We
are taught in Scripture, that the Almigh-

2 ty
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ty.chaftens whom He lﬁves; and {courges
the Men, ‘whom He receiveth to Himfelf, )
Even the beatben Claffics, my - Lord’s fa:,
vourite Authors, have frequently: n:ma.rk-»
ed; That Adverfity is a School, in:which
b::-l;h private Perfons, and public Socictiesy
have learned the moft heroic: Virtues,~—
Befides 5 this might be intended to animate
andinfpirit the jjraﬂ’:.trs for their Invafion
of Canaan. They were, inthe general, afu-_
pine and gruw:lmg" Serof People.  Had
th::jr been fettled in a State -tolerably caﬁ.r,
or in Territories that were but moderately
commodious’s they might never have
afpired after the Land Bowing with Milk
and Honey 3 never have made any refolute
Efforts, to poffefs their deftin’d Inheritance.
Buty being driven by the Lafb, and suftigated
by the Goad, of pungent galling Slavery,
they were  even. conftrained to burft the
Chains; and pufh; ther way to Liberty and
Cangan.- - Their infupportable Slavery, was
fomewhat like bending the Bow, and ffrain-
ing thL-. String; in-order toJaunch: the Ar-
row.——— Farther ; GGD Almighey afiiires
. Abrabang

-4 Let rinne, imajring thic the Midam of GOD i
impeached, by feledling to. Himfelf a Pesple of this
Charafter. ' His Clemengy, hiz Forbearawre, and all
thofe Semipn Perfisgtions, which rare i necaffary i'u'r
the Salvation of Sinoers, are herchy pdrh ed with.p
coliar Advantage, and to our uni] ('..uul'o]:l.-
Lo, G
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‘Abrabam, thac his Sced, though enflaved
for a while, fhould come ont of their Bon-
dage with great Subftance ; * with the Silver,
the Gold, the Jewels, and the choiceft
Treafures of Egypt. So that, when la-
bouring for their Taf® Mafters, they were,
in Fat, labouring for rhemfelves. The
Wealth of the Opprefors, was laid up for
the Oppreffed.  And the Seafon of their
Afflicion in the Enemies Country, was like
the rigorous Celd of Winter ; which, far
from obftrufting, only makes Prepara-
tion, for the Bloffoms of Spring, and the
Fruits of Autumn,——Thefe Confidera-
tions might have folved the Difficulty to his
Lordthip, as a Politician.

Other Reafons are fuggefted by our Di-
wines ; which, if my Lord had thought it
worth his while to regard, might have given
better Satisfaction, and yielded more Edi-
fication. They would have reminded the
right homourable Querift——That fuch a
gloomy Afpett of the Fewifh Affairs, made
-wiay for the brighteft Manifeftation of GOD’s
glorious Ateributes = of ‘his Pewer, 1n re-
feuing them from their tyrannical Rulers :
of his' Faitbfulrefs, in fulfilling his' Pro-
mife, madeto their Fathers: of his Good-
#¢/7, in fupporting and conducking them
keeping them, amidft the moft forriidable

Dangers,

¥ Gen, 5 1y
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Dangers, as the Apple of an Eyey and bearing
them, even through, the moft infuperable
Difficulties, as on Eagle's Wings. ' Thisal-
foopened 2 moft confpicuous Theatre, for
that  amazing Train of Miracles; which
have been, in all Ages, as ferviceable to
the Faith of Chbriffians, as they were for-
merly conducive to the Welfare of the Fews.
~——They would farther have informed his
Lordfhip, and have confirmed their Opi-
nion by apoftolical  Autherity ; That the
Whole of this moft wonderful Tranfaction,
was fypical of (piritual Things : was a Series
of living Leflons; delivered, according to
the Eaftern method of conveying Know-
ledge, in Figures. and Emblems, -The
Egyptian Bondage was a Refemblance. of
our #atural Condition ; which is a.State of
the moft abjeft Slavery to Sin,——The
arbitrary and injurious Impofitions of the
Tafk-Mafters thadow forth, though but
faintly, che Tyranny. of uaraly Appetites,
and  imperious Paflions. That barbat-
eus Ediét for the Deftru@tion of all the

G2 - infant

b See Deut. xxxiic voy 1. [Thefe, I thiok, are
molt delightful and inimitably delicate Reprefentations.
Let the pious Crtic) try, if He can conceive thole
* eader Offices, that sa-intermitied Vigilance, and Af-
fiduiry. of protefling cherifbing Cares, which are ex-
preiled in thele fine Images. For my Part, I own
myfelf incapable of defcribing them, But molt ear-
neftly with, thac every Reader as well as mylelf, may
learn them in chat beft of Schoals, the School of Ex-
Ferience.
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infant Males, fitly enough reprefents the
genuine - Tendency of  carnal and: cor-
rupr Affeétions; which deftroy our--true
Comfort; fubvert our noblelt Interefts;
are as Death to the Joys and to the Hopes
of ‘our Souls,——Their Delfverance from
that miférableState; was an expreflive Sign
of our Redemption, from the Guilf and the
Deminion of Sin. ™ Both which the LORD
JESUS ‘accomplifhes : the one by™ Price,
the other by Pewer. Not by flaying the
firft-born, but by fhedding his own Blood:
not by foftening Rocks intoa Stream, bt
by taking away the Heart of Stone: not
by turning the Current of Fordan back-
ward, but by turning all our Defires-intoa
new Channel. ————The many Troubles
and Oppofitions they met with in the Wil-
dernefs, exhibit a lively Picture of the Mp-

leffasions

= Thedivine: Writer.to the - Hefrenwr, makes the
Land oft Capanw, typical of a better Countey, even of
oy Heawvenly. Heb. xic 16, xil. 22, According to
thie fame Alsthor, the peareful Serrlemént of the [iverl-
iter in Camaan, foggelted to, their. Thooghis, and
pointed out to their Faith, that everlaffing Kef which
‘remaineth for the Peoplé of GOD. Heb. iii. 4, 3,
&c, 'Since the Trredums, ad guesy,| {15 the Schaol-mien
fpeak) i’ evidently myflical and “allegorical : may” we
not conclude, that the Torminns @ qee b myllical and
allegorical likewife'? Then it will follow, opaon the
clearclt Principles of Analogy, that the jwromedioge
Steps and Advances are of the fame MNature ;' figni-
Feativé of rcfined nnl!{?-'n‘.rma' T hings, under carebiyand
‘finfible Tmages.—— This, if T miflake not, s put be-
yood all Doobe. 1 Corinth. x. 1, 2. &«
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lofiations thut \awend, and che Temprarions
thar affaule; ehie " Chriftian. ©Trials. await
Lis. Snares are around Us. Throughmany
Confliéts, and much Tribulations 1 muft
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.! QOnly let
Us beware, left, likethe ungratefol d/rasl-
ites, We forget the GOD of our Salvation,
and fall after tbe fame Exampleof Unbilief. —
TheClond, that was fpread over themby Day,
to intercept the Glare, and fcreen them from
the Heat of the Sun: The Fire, thathone
before them in the' Night, to chear the noc-
turnal Darknefs; and lead them through
the teacklefs Defare ;- were not thefu: very
amiable and exatt Eniblems of our !Savi-
out's Merits, and of his hely #erd? The
tormer of which, are refrabing tothe guil-
ty' Conftionce, as the Veil of a thick inter-
pofing Cloud is'welcome toa Traveller in
fultry Climes. The latter, ‘is 8 Eight to
our Feet; and a Lamtbern to our Pachs, w0
guide usin the Way everlaftingi~~LTheir
Paffage through Ferdow, the Priefts' chag
bare the Ark-of the Covenant going before
them, ® and ftanding in' the mudft of the
River, till all the Congregation were paffed
over : ‘this very emphatically prefigured our
great ‘High-Priclt; bearing our Sins; fulk
Jilling: the Law in our Stead; . abolifbing

J - | ﬂt’m‘!ﬁ;

% Sec Jolhua il 13, 14 &
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Death; and making it a fafe as well ad
fhort Tranfition to Life eternal. :

You will excufe me, Madam, for ex-
patiating upon thefe. Topics. They arefo
inviting, {opleafing; fo comfortable, that I
can hardly perfuade myfelf ro leave them.—
If any other Parts of the Epiftle, threugh
a Kind of unhappy Neceffity almoft infepar-
able from Controverfy, fhould refemble
the Afperity of the Thorns this I hope;
will bear fome Affinity to the Fragrance of
the Rofe. For which Caufe it is, that I
chufe enly to touch, and but lightly touch;
the one; while I would open the other, into
a full Expanfion, and a rich Effufion.—
Let me add one more Obfervation on this
Head, and I have done. It is apprehend-
ed by very judicious Perfons, that the
Punifhment of the Egyptians, and their
total Overthrow, may bea Prefage of the
Miferyand Ruin; which will fooner or la-
ter fall upon Individuals and Nations, that
reject the glorious Gofpel, and wilify its' {a-
cred Repolitory THE BIBLE.

If the Reafons I have offered, are nei-
ther tirefome, nor un-fatisfattory: to -your
Ladythip, I fhall proceed the more: chear-
fully to fhew, That the Curfe was execnted,
as well as pmnﬂunctd.-—-Had it been the

Senfelefs




( 47 )

Jenfelefs Extravagance of a Man intoxicated

with Liquor 3 or the rafh Imprecation of a

Man heated with Refentment ; or the de-

Signing Interpolation of fome crafty Statef:

man; would the ko, the gracious, the
frue GOD have fet the broad Seal of Hea-

ven to it? Would HE, who over-rulesall

Events, have fufferedit to fucceed——have

commandsd it to fucceed——nay, have

brought it Himfelf to pafs, by a mighty Hand,

and ftretched out Arm ? Impofiible to con-

ceive l—If therefore it was really brought

to pafs; and with a {urprifing Punétuali-

ty 5 and not by any Competency of human

Means, but by the moft evident Difplay of
divine Power: this will be fuch a Proof of

its Credibility, its Reafonablenefs, and Egui-

f¥, as no One, who thinks reverently of the

Deity, can deny.

Canaan was to be Servant to Shen,——
This was accomplifhed, when the [frasiizes,
the Defcendants of Skem, conquered the
Land of Canaan ; flew thirty of its Kings ;
" and took Poffeflion of their Cities, When
the Gibeonites particularly, who compofed
one of their principal States, ° became Hew-
ersof Wood, and Drawersof Water, to the
Comgregation ; * or, in other Words, the
moft menial Servants to the loweft of the
People, By

n Jolh, xii. » 24 '-]nﬂ-.. x. 2,
F Jolh ix. 27,
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£ By adat Inftruments was this. extraordi-
nar_r Revolutior wrought h—-u-al?py one’ of
the fineft: Armies: in' the Eaft "or Wefl ?
Marfhalled: by the braveft' Officers, and
héaded by the moft. experienced General 2
No:' but by a'raw, undifciplined, enflaved
People.  Whe were deftitute of - military
Skill; mdmd's.dul: any pﬂrl"uhn] Quialifi-
¢ations, or warlike Apparatus for fo - diffi-
culey {0 dangerous an Enterprize.
= éﬂ@'ﬁ what Obftacles was-it btghﬂ, car-
fied ony and compleated ¢ In fpite of
the Artenipts of ‘one potent Monarel, to
detain them in Servitude.  In fpice of thé
Refalitioh ‘of (tveral combined Kings, to
difpute withh them every Inch of Ground;
tor the laft Diop of their Blood. ——A deéfy
River, andan Arm of theSea muft be éroffed,
by fix hundred thoufand Men, with their
Wivesy their’ Children, their Cateles and
withot any - Vielfel co tranfport- them, or
arly Bridge to eranfmit thiem. ——They
mlt! dwell, forty Years, i a defolate, in-
ha-fpi‘tab-!ﬂ barren Wildernels. - Whichwas
infefted by ¢ Favenans® Beafts, and fery H}u
ing Seepents. I which there was neidier
Water ; tior Coriiy nor- any fort of Ac:
mmmuéntmn far ﬂbudc, or Suftenance for
Liife:”
' How were all thefe Difficulties ﬁ.rrmmm*-
ed 7——Not by the Arm of Flefh: This

: Was
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‘Wil dteetly imﬁfﬁmﬂc ’.Eﬁ:byﬂmh

e ﬂ‘g;p tion of Omni 31
—_— Yias Tyrant is humb}
“and birought to their :irjcj-ms, by the
tion of ten temiendous Plagues.—The
Yers of the River afe dried up, and tjh:
“Waves of the grear Deep are divided, do
as tp yield them a fate unubllm&cd i Pa'lf-
—=—A Stream guﬂla even from the
hard Rotk; and gives them Drink, as it
Erﬂ'-ff been ont of the great Ijeﬂbs ~—--I’ru-
igious ‘Qs;l antities of Manma * ﬂcft:mrl,
‘H‘ith everyMorning-Dews and lupply th
bt frbrﬁ the Garner, but from I-{:
With their daily Bread. — Vaft F hg]m
Qymf: artive, with cvefy IEEE.I‘.I.E’ Suns and
dmp-

& He led them through the Dﬂ" encambered as: Iilnj'
were with their Koeading- Troughs; and furtbunded
with frightful Billows, .;num o st ;ma,.,.,.s.;
with as much afe and Spdict, a8 fill'nt
fer makes his Way throug h ['I.:'L'[bi np:n,

champilen Country. g -

‘IE'E#I: nu:tuthin]k, &Mmokm
Nime, from any Relemb ance m, l'htmn'xinf
whith, amnng us, i fo, commanly. knwm.
H'q-ueﬂ! yuled. Itk rhl'hl: erived from
Expreffion of the [fparlites, on their firlk hr_halihag
this wondéerful Food. They eried oot wlm

ment, MY {8 Man Huk Hoatis this? Exe
clamation, denoting their own Safpride, diid the un®
expefted a¢ well ax anpasalleled Nacors -of the Gift;
became both a Memoria! of the one; llﬂ.l Lmarsizat
riss of the other.
H
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drop, like.a Bjri‘l fhort through the. Wing,*

“in the mé? of their Camp, and rmafdhaﬂ
“their Habitations.——The Walls of an im-
T::gnnbln: Cltj' fa]] to the G‘I'Du.nd ac l'h'l:
Blaft of Rams-Horns." The Sun ﬂ:am:'ls fhill
in the midlt of Heaven, at the Voice of a
“Man.* All the Hofts of the Nations, with
‘all‘their 'Weapons of War, are driven a-
“finder as the Foam upon the Waters, :md :ﬂ
f as the Tops of the Ears af Corn.

And is ic probable ? Can it be pofiible?
That every Element, and all Nature, fhould
niot only concur 5 but alter their efablifhed
Courfe ; depart from the fundamental Laws
of their Creation; on purpofe to ranf_-,r,
what was I:ulted out by the “Patriarch in a

- drunken

2 Thuu deferibed with the umnil?:%und Beauty,

in that fublime Piece af facred P Brxviii. 27,
=28, He rm.lui'.ﬁ‘,ﬁ -Eu these mr .D#‘.l? and meie .m‘
.hrfllu n 'prmh:: mphafis, and tber fhould ¢
w he tranfinted, nuimged] Fmﬂ’.“; s;
.l'h‘ﬁ‘nd'f the §ee. - Yet, though they were furnifhed
with Wings, aod therefore might ‘eafily efcape, they
lefted to make Ufle of their natoml Powers. Ther
“round the Iraclitih Tenes, like the Rain from
Heaven, sebich retareech mat ; and like the Sand of the
o avbick cammt br llm'.ﬂ'rrr.n‘
. This whole Plalm is a manifeft 'anl' af 1:I1¢ Ob.
fmrlum. which was made in 2 precedin ph
——That the'biferical and .l'n.ﬂ'ﬂl.m’ P:.H'a E:.
tore are, like the Deed and its Coonter. m'ﬂ'lur
Subltance exadly mrgn?ﬂd' : and like the feveral
Links of the fame Chain, in their Cnmrwﬂmn abfa=
futely infeparuble. "
t Jalh, vi, b Jobh x. 13, i3.
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drunken Revel,: or foifted into the Text b‘f :
fome Hebrew Mackiavilian? = - ¥

Canaan_wasto be Servant alfo to Fa-"
pheth.——Purfuant to this Predition, did"
not the - Greeks ‘and  Romans; who  derive®
their Lineage from Fapbeth, make them-
felves Mafters of the Refidue of Canaan.
Tyre built by the Sidonians, and T hebes * by
Cadmus, were both deftroyed by Alexander
the Grecian. Carthage, founded by Dids, -
was, after a long Succeffion of Loffes, and a
vait Effufion of Blood, demolifhed by Saipia.
the Roman. “Which Lofles made Hamni-
bal, a Child of Camaan, cry out with .a
Mizxture of Aftonithment and Defpondency;
Agnofco Fortunam Carthaginis! i, e, » 41
¢ fee plainly the Hand' of Deftiny work-

H:2 .ing 3

* . Mleander 12id Siege to this City, took it by
* Storm, and entirely diffroyed it; flaying ninety
“ thoufand of the [nhabitants, and felling the rcfl, to
** the number of thirty thouland more, into Slavery,™
Prideaux’s Conne. Vol. L~ Pag)'y ' _

¢ Vid, Liv. Lib. xevii. af finem. A Writer of
the firlt Repute, for elegant Tafte, and penctrating
Judgment, thinks it mare than probabie, thar Hameibal
in this difpirited and: hopelefs Acknowlsdgmene, refers
tg the Prophecy under Confideration. - Which “will ju-
flify rn}'frt.r:;m h I hope, not erroneons Traniatian
of the Fiﬂigvi:..-—‘-&hﬂ the fame Author adds, is o very

ingenious,
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¢ ing ; 1 fee that oracwlar Doom hatting to
< jts’ Accomplifiment’; in' thefe * dreadful
¢ Calamities fuftained by Carrhage #*

If thele Fadts are true, which have the
unanimous Confent of Hﬂ’tmans for their

Support; what canwe fzy of his Lerdfhip’s
Affertion; *f thae Camaas wds Servant to’
S oo i O Tl

20,

u,,iqdalh. to-mp. Eup-ufu. shae I will!

u' o enil
b‘ uElmd Were no Stunsen to the i'unu
:ﬂmn Oracle, appaars. fromy Mirgil,

i Pes m'ﬁd'ﬁwﬁynnlﬁ'hph n’ﬂ'#

i .F‘u ? zl.ﬁr o, .ﬂ' i,

pﬂ:mf.' e Ble trn!vicﬁ:&fl"mu
¢ T tranflati wlucl! if we only name the g,
“ eeflors, ui the Difeendants; thic: original

“1-1":9]111'501; £S UPALLUST. | ., ? {
' ty Lairniderin’d, a-Rare fBtpkneny
gﬂﬁf the Strenyth of Canaan .rijieEa‘ 2
-fpread their K rf'rﬁm d fo furceed

And wwafie the Sews of Ham : So Fare dl:crced!

&u Mr. Ridiey's Sermons at Ladj Méyer's: Lefture
E- iH—

¥ The Wards at largeiare, “ Canaes became-Ser-
& vant of Servants to Slem,  thoughi not. to! Fapkeh,
¢ nuben the Jiraelite ﬂmgwrd Balfiiae.™ Bag. 1101,
w1 muik beg Leave to inquire; suby the laft Clapfal
,u,.nddad.i' Is. it to. prove, 3:&, when the [fraelites
{ubdued the Camaanites, the Defcendants of Heim
Rk, ll}nﬂ;'.g ?qﬂm]r. ‘made Servants to jl’q.!w&‘s

fpring | F
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am apprehenfive, wilkbe found as fdfe; a5
the following Objection is weak. I which
He urges;s That “ Canaan was Servant toy
< one of his Uncles, not to his Brethren,”
¥ ——5uch a Cayil (far certainly ic deferves:
Ro better. Name). difcovers. an uster - Jenia-
ranic of the Hebrew Phrafeology’; or élfey
a firange Inattention to ity I wonld ner fay,
an egregions  Mifreprefentation of it T
thought every gme had keewny till Eord
Balingbroke undeccived me, ‘Tharnothing
i more common- i the oriental Idhom,:
than to. exprels any Relatives of the Male
Line,, by the Denomination of Breshrem v

I hope, your. hadygthip wilk soe thinke'
this, or any of my ather Remarks, inde

cently

fpring # ‘If fo, my Lord encountema Blizntom of Lis
own:raifing ; amd” confites, What no Man afferts -
Lyt ta inbogate; thag, becaafi'the Racs of Caname
wene not, At thic Time, made Vailals to the Bafterity
of Faplerh, therefore they mever were and, of Con-
fequence, the Proplwecy was eladed 7. This feems 1o Be
the, Defign, of: the -Senteree:  Abfiméds frdn thiy
Defign, 1 fec not whar End it can anfiwer. - Batthis:
is't0- drww; fronr Premifes that are true, 2 Conclafion
thap-is falfe:  Anckis jutk as good Logit; as thie Kiber-
tine's Argument.is. found.  Divinigy ; ** Vengpance: &
mat qet, tHerdfore it mever woill y Excedted."’  Spe
2 Peoliii, 4 . fa

X J':":g, i,

¥ See Gen. xiil. B, Where fbrabam and Lar,
though Uncle and Nephew, are called Hrotbren, —e
Gen, xxiv. 48. Where Bebael, another of  Afra-
Fen's' Nephtws, is fyled his Brosferi——Gen, xvi,

T

V@ xv. 2,
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cently free. Tn the Prefence of the moft
High GOD; all Men are upon a Lc-.r:[‘
When the Honour of ‘his divine Word or
glorious Attributes 1s concerned, We are
to knowo-mo Man after the Flefb : 7 pay no
deferential Regard to the Diftinctions of
Birth, or Elevationsof Character. In.sbefe
Lifts the Privileges of Peerage ceafe. And
I thould reckon myfelf the moft abjeét of
Creatures, if; through Refpect of Perfons,,
I could palliate or fecrete the Trurh, when
the ever-venerable Oracles of Infpiration
are treated with Contempt.© A Piolarion of
Decency this! by whatever Hapd it is of=
fered, or from whatever Quarter it comes,
incomparably more flagrant than Scandalum
Magnatum.

Pardon, Madam, this Digreffion, and
permit me farther to obferve That
the Progeny of Ham, in another Line,
are, to this very Day, the Slaves of the
whele trading World, The  Negroes 1
mean : whofe Defcent is from that unhap-
py Man.  And what is their Country, but
the Markes of Slavery? Arenot their Per-
fons bought * and fold, as the meaneft
Commodities ? Are they not debafed to the

moft

¥-z Corinth. v. 16.

£ Nolefs than shirty Thew/and, 1 have been informs
ed, are, every Year, booght for Slaves by the Enpiih
enlys
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moft [ordid, and harraffed witl;_th;_:_- moft
#oilfeme Drudgery # made, in' the flrictly
literal Senfe of the Phrafe, Servants of Ser-
ants ?

T have not forgotten what T promifed to
make appear, with relation to the Egypti-
ans; neither fhall 1 overlook what his
Lordfhip has remonftrated, from the fame
Quarter. “ The Defcendants of Mitfraim,”
He fays, *another of the Sons of Ham, were
*“ the Egyptians: And-they were & far
“¢ from being Servants of Servants to their
“ Cotfins the Skemités, that thefe were
¢ “Servants of Servants to them,” *——0
For a Seafon, they were.  Bur this Servi-
tude was calculated for the Good of their
Community, and redounded to the ‘Gl
of their GOD. It terminated in fuch a
fignal Deliverance, as brought Honour
and Opulence to - themfelves,  Confufian
and Ruin to their Enemies.  Does it then
follow, from this temporary Superiority of
the Egyptians, which ended in {6 difafrons
a manner, that they were excepted in the
Denunciation‘ of the Curfe, “or Favoured
with an Act of Indemnity?

—Whae
o Pﬂ-g'. 112, . J 4
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* Wyhdt fags the fupreme Arbitrator ?
b Nation whom they ferve, will I judge =
1 myfelf will punifh 3 not by any human
Inftruments, but by my own immediate
Hand, * Accordingly, they were vifired
with the moft dreadful and deftmdive
Plagues, In the laft of which, the Firft-
born, the Elower of their Kingdom, were
cut off; and at length, their King, and
his whole Army, perithed in the Red Sea.
Does my Lord make no Account of thefe
moft terrible and unexampled Judgments 2
_Befides ; what wasthe Condition of this
People in the following Ages ? If we con-
Tult Ezekiel, He will declare it, as clearly
by the $piric of Prophecy,” as if He had
lived-on the Spot, and feen the Face of Af-
fairs. And it came to pafs inthe cleventh Tearp
in the firt Month, in the feventh Day of the
Month, that the #¥erd of the LORD came
wnto me, faying 3 Son of Man, I bave broken
the Arm of Pharosh King of Egypts and
o, it Jbail mot be bound up o be bealed, to
put @ Roller to bind it, tomake it Sfirong te
bald the Sword. ——1 will Jeatier the
Fgyprians among the Nations, and will dif~
per/e them through the Countries. —Egypt
fball be the bafept of Kingdoms, neither Shall
it cxalt itfelf amy more among the Nations.

= Gen. xv. 14 §
b Eaek. xxx, 20, 21, 33 Xxit. 1§, X 13
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faie gnd there fball be o mire & Prince of
‘#he Land of Egypt——Is not all this con-
firmed, by amient Hiftory, and by the
prefent State of Africa? From the one We
learn; Thar the Egypeians were fubjed, firft
tothe Perfians s nexe to the Grecans i thed
40 the Remanr; afterwards to' the dmﬁ:
And from the other it appears, That the:
mow wear the Turkih Yoke: are governeds
‘not by a Prince of their 'own, but by t'f[r.
Grand Sesgnor and his Bafbaws.

Nay; let any Perfon look round upon -::H
the Cobintries, peopled by the Progeny of
Ham, and T am much miftaken, if He does
mot find them, what the Plalmift defcribes,
Dark Places of the Earth, and fall of the
Habitations of Cruelty : * the Dens of Rapine,
and the Dungeons of Isneramce: where
Slavery drags the Chainy and Tyranmy Lifts
the Scourge. Infomuch,’ that We
need not {eruple tofay, in the empharical
Words of Fobuas Not owe Thing bas failed
of all the Good, or the evil Things, which
the LORD [pake by the Mouth ‘of Noak,
concerning each of his Sons refpedtively,
Al are come fo pafk, ot owe Thing bas
Joiled. ®

This calls upon me to ¢lear up. andther
Part of the Prediction.— ‘The Blefling
- W pro-

s PGl Lexive 200 ® Jolh, xadii; 140 -

T L e e ae O e ——— —
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. pronounced upon Skem, and: the Enlarge-
‘ment promifed to Fapbeth, Which will
afford a new Argument, to maintain the -
Authenticity of the Paffage, and affert its
divine Infpiration.
A faid, :he Blefling proncunced supen. Be-
Inau{&, I would not tranflate the Words,
Blefled be the LORD GOD of Shem; hu:,
Blefled of the LORD GOD s Shem. This
will put a firiking Coniraff, between the
Doom of the irreligious Scoffer, and the
‘Reward: of filial Piery : this is what we
naturally expefl from a GOD, who is not
unrighteous to forget his People, and their
Labours of Love : this Senfe the original
Language will very commodioufly Zear, ©
and the Event feems to require.  For, how
manifeftly, how eminently, was this bene-
di&ive Sentence fulfilled! Since, in the
Pofterity of Sbem, the Churck of GOD
was ::[l::hhﬂmd and his true Wﬂrfh1p pro-
pngm:cd From Him, the Redesmer of
Mankind, that Bleffing of Bleffings, accord-
ing to the Flefh {prung.

The great Enlargement of Fapheth’s Ter-

ritories, is no lefs certain, and no lefs re-
markable.

© Gen, ix. 26, ‘r'|'jH M Ta—Words
of the very, fame Impore, in the very fame Conftroc-
tion, are fhus rendered by our Tranflators, Dheut.
zxviii 13, and will hardly admit-of any other Inter-

ietation § 1;-1. T -5:-;3;} Bleffed OF rhe
T L A,
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markable. He had, for his Poffefion, the
Ifles of the Sea Weftward, and the fine:
extenfive Countries near them s Spaim, Italy,
Greece, Afia the lefs, all Eurcpe, and the
vaft Regions towards the North ; which
antiently the Scythians, now the 7 artars in-
habit ; from whom the Americans, the Peo-,
Ple of the new World, feem to be derived,
——By Japheth’s dwelling in the Tenes of
Shem, is meant The Converfion of the
Eurgpean  Gentiles, to the Gofpel of
CHRIST. Who, through a long Progre[-
fion of Years, were Aliens from the Common-.
Wealth of Iiracl; Strangers to the Covenants
of Promifes having no Hape of eternal Life,
and without any faving Knowledge of
GOD in the Woerld,* But were, in due
Time, perfuaded to embrace the true Faith -
were made (as the Apoftle elegantly fpeaks,
and in a Strain perfectly correlponding,
with the Language of our Prophecy) Fel-
low-ctlizens with the Saints, and of the Houfe-
bold of GOD.* An Evenr, altogether as
undeniable, as it is important, delightful,
and glorious,

Upan the whole; I cannot but think
that his Lordfhip has planted his Batterys
and played his Artillery, if not like an un-
fkilful, at leaft like an unfuccefsful Engj-

! I 2 neer
£ Ephef, &, ra2. © Ephef, ii, 19,
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neer.  He has planted bif Batiery againft a
Place, too well fortified to admit of any.
Tmpreffion, and that muoft infallibly triumph.
aver every Affaule,  Hy has o played bis,
Artillery, that it recoils' upon Himfelfy
and’ eruthes his own Defign.-
this, I apprehend, will always be the Iffue,,
wHEt Mica Teven of ‘the findh Ghaius b
moft improved Capatitics, prefume to at=
tack the Scriptures of cterrial Truth: e

This very Paffage, inftead of deprefi-
ating, unfpeakably emyobles, the divine
Writings. It fhews, that they bear the
Stamp—-—of that all-over-ruling Powery
which purpofes, and none fhall difanull
jt— of that all-comprebending Krnow-
ledge; which difcerns Events, long, lo
before they come into Exiftence.——And
ler any unprejudiced Reader judge, what
Degree of Efteem thofe Books may faily
challenges whofe leaft confiderable, or,
in his Lordfhip’s Opinion, moff obnoxions
Parts, have fuch a Deprb and fuch a Dig-
sity of Wifdom! Such as will be admired
and revered, folong as Bifforic Truth has
any Credit, or commercial Intelligence any
Being. # :

 Shall I trefpafs. upan your, F.adyfhip's
Pacicnce alittle farther.3——The Pen-
meq
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roen of the: Old Teftament, carry. all the
Marks of the moft difintergfied and snde- -
Signizg Sincerity. | They record the Failings-
“of . their. favourite and meft illuftrious
Herocsy without concealing the Puuifh-
wienty inflicted: on fuch Mifcarrigges.——
The uniform Tendaney of their Narratives
and, Obfervatipns is, To promote a Reli-
gion the moft pure, the moft dewevoleat, the
molt elevated imaginable ; a5 remote from
all felafh Aims, and every low Art of
Collufion, as the Heavens are higher than:
the Earth. ~They were: Men: fingu-
larly gualified for ‘their Work 3 being i-
ther Lye-Witneffas of the Fadts, they relate 5
or. elfe: Cotemperaries with the Perfons, they -
defcribe 3 or {HH more remarkably diftin-
guifhed, by their Ability 1o work Mira:
eles; and their Infight into Fuiwrity.——
Asito the Fads related, fome .of them
had anniverfary Solemuities, on which the
were commemorated : Some of them had
fignificant Ceremonjes, by which' they were
reprefented. They were publickly read in
the Synagogues; and wwiverfally - kuoton
through the Nation. Ic wasa Duty of
Religion, to falk of them by Day, to me-
ditate on them by Night, and diligently
to " infirust the Children in them. And
were not thefe Circumftances a Security,
an inviolable Security againft any Attempr
o
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to corrupt, to innovate, oralter 2—5So that
their Writings appear with every Charac-
ter, both dnternal and external, of genuine
Truth; and with the molt ungueftion-’
able Credentials, from the GOD of Power,
and GOD of Wifdom.* Confequently,’
they have a Credibility of rheir own = fuf~
ficient both to claim, and to fupport, the
Faith of an antient Feww. Such as muft
command the Aflent of every rational and
Bongft Inquirer, even before the Chriftian

Difpenfation took Place. '
If my Lord had duly adverted to thefe’
Confiderations 3 furely, He would have ex-
punged that deld and’ refp  Affertion,
«¢ without Chriftianity we have no Obliga-
s tion to believe the Old Teftament,” *—
Surely, he would never have left ‘behind
Him, that umwarrantable and injurious In-
finuations That the Hebréw Original de-
' {erves

¢ Another very extracrdinary Peculiarity in thefe
Writings ; and, to. me at lealt, an undoubted Proof,
that their Authors were divinely infpired ; is, Their

efielt dgreement, and entire Confifency throughout,—
Though they were campofed by different Men ; placed
in very different Stations of Life; and flourifhing in
viry diffant Ages of. the World 1 Yet, they are as con-
fonant end harponious, as if they had all been penned
by the fume Hand.———Any -'I‘I:ﬁnE equal 1o this, 1
siever faw g never heard of ; and [belicve, the malt
fuveterate or molt fagacious Adverfuries of the Old
Teflament; will not atempt to, produce Parallel,

L Pa,g. o4,
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[erves rio better Credit, than the fabulous
Story ! of the Septuagint Tranflation,——
Nor have found any Reafon to < proteft,
“¢ that He knew of no Ruleto go by,”
(in fettling the Degree of Affent; due to
the feveral Parts of the Old Teftament) but
the fanciful Diffinétion, which has already
been examined. He would rather
have found Reafon to adopt and fubferibe
Agur's Confeffion of Faith. A Man, who
was famous in his own, who will be famous
in every Generation; and for this, among
other moft judicious Maxims; EVER ¥
word of GOD is pure.® Tis all Gold, fine
Gold, without any the lea? Alloy.

For my own Part, I frecly acknowledge
to your Ladyfhip, that I value the facred
Hiftory (even exclulive of its Conneion
with the tranfcendent Glories'of CHRIS T,
and the unfpeakable Benefits of Redemp-
tion) on the very fame Principles, which

incling

. The Stery is told, pag. §6.=——The [rfinnarion
is made, in a prolix, confufed, and obfcure Paragraph,
Pag. 7.

& Pag. 100,

k Prov. xxx. §. St. Perer bears much the fame
lellimony, to the subale Order of fetiprural Weritings.
With regard 1o their U%, He calls them Midd s be.
caule, nothing is fo well adapted 10 wawrih our’ Faith
and our Holinels. - Wath regard to their Quality, He

fiyles them (adaw) fncere, unadulterated, _furc; with-

out any Mixture of Falihood, or any Tinflure of

Felly, v Pes. ii. 2.
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incline our Connoffieurs to value thofe &8
lebrated usigues, they call Medals fingudar.
Becaude, it is fuppofed, there is but oxe of
the Sort extant.—Confidering the pri-
aate Interefts, and perfonal Attachments,
which are fo apt to biafs the human Mind
confidering the imperfes? Information, and
Jznorance of Caufes, to which all other
Writers are unavoidably fubjeét; 1 cannot
but conclude, that the facred Hiftory is,
in Point of ftriét, precife, univerfal Vera-
city, SINGULAR. Thereis none other
befides this, no, not one in the whole
World, that is free from afl the falle Co-
lourings of Prejudices clouded with as
Mixture of Uncertainty; moft smisurely
true; and to be depended on, in every
Particular. The Sacred Hiftory, .is not
only feated on the Throme of Trath; bur,
in thefe’ Refpefts, pofiefles it wwirbont 4
Riwal.

Lord Bolingbrake is fond of Dawila: '
becaufe, Davila difcovers the biddest

Springs

I He wrote a Hiflory of the civil Wars of France
in fiftcen Books 5 contmining all that was remarkabley
from the Death of Heery: IL In 1550, to the Peaceof
Fareierin 1308 Tt was originally writen in Teaiioey
wad tranilated inte French by 7. Bedein. Collier's
Higr, Dia.
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Springd” i'jf‘ﬂ:t’tlﬂ, and- ﬁiﬁi‘hp imutt
very Enterpiizeto #s Edurcc L Ts thiis
“fo valuable a Qualification’ in'che [afian 2
“‘How then Thondd' waal:l;mh:'cj'lj'_he infpived
“Hhftorians 7' Who difclofe ‘tb ‘us, not the
“fecrer Meafiires: of a ‘Courty but the un-
Jercbadle “Comnfels of Fledvent Not: che
‘Tictle Motives, fhat actuate ‘the Politician,
‘but the degp Dejiphs of the univerfal Sove-
reign : And-all thie, noc from préecariona
Surmife; but with the fullef Affurance.” An
Excellency! to which no other Narrative
on Earth, can layany Claim,

“The Scriptures throw Light u[.‘:pn the
maft meémorable ‘Tranfactions; that haye
‘paffed in the Heather World, and are re-,
torded by the ci'@f ic Authors,—=——When
‘the Jfjfrian Monarch fubdues Kingdoms,
‘and ravages Nations § We are apt tothink,
H'.r: is only, gratifying his mf;up.bln: Ambi-

tion. . But the Scripture afiures us, th:

He was the .S‘.a‘aﬁ'm FEHO YV AH' Hand,
‘and the Rod of bis Ind:gmgmﬂ An In-
firument, made ufe of by the King of
'ngs, to execute His rlﬂrhtcuus Vengeance:
When Cyras is habituaced to all the

noble Exercifes;: educated 1in all. the fine
Accomplifhments, that furm the - gallanc
Prince; and conftitute the’ compictc Ge-
gt —nural-a

E Pag. 167, L1l x &




( 66 )

neral; Xemsphon fees nothing more, than
the Exertion.of human Policy.  But Jfaiab
beholds the all fuper-intending Arm of the
LORD, girding™ this: Hero, and pre-
paring Him for the Deliverance of his Peo-
ple——=So that the Scripture-Hiftory is
itfeif the grandeft and moft ufeful ; while
its infer-current Obfervations, are a Key to
open, the moft celebrated Affairs, which
give Weight and Eftimation to other An-.
nals.

The grandéff, and moft ufefu].——=This
will appear to be more than a bare Affer-
tion, if we recollect; That Hereis a Difplay
of that great Mefiab, who is tbe Hope of
Ifrael,” and the Defire of all Nations:® A
Difplay of Him, in his myfterious Incar-
nation 3 his wonderful Perfon ; and all the
gracious, the benign Majefty of his media-
torial Offices. From the criginal Pro-
mife, (made to our firft Parents) through
all its progreflive Evolutions ; till He arifes
in the New Teftament, as the only ﬂgp:ﬁc}

g

= Tfai. =lv, 5. Jhave girded Thee, thomel Thom .E':ﬁ
mat bmown me,  Newapbon's Kopr Tlasdiia, though writ-
ten with quite a diffcrent View, is a very fine, and per-
haps the very beft Comment, on Jitiab's beadrifol and
expreffive Phra'e, “TIIRNR-

& Adls xxviil 2. & Hag. il.
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of the Father ; * with a Luftre and Digni-
ty, fuitable to fo divine a Perfonage.—
Which i an Event, of fuch incomparable.
Condefeention, Magnificence, and Grace;
that all the Prophets bear Witnefs to it, ©
and the very Angels defire to look into it. *

How then muft your Ladyfhip be fur-,
prifed, to fee Lord Bolingbroke under-
taking to affign the principal Scope of the
Mofaic Hiftory, * (the former Part of it
at leaft,) and not enlarging, . not dwelling
upen, no, nor fo much as mentioning, the
Redeewer. That all-glorious, all-important
REDEEMER, who is the Sum and Sub-
ftance of the whole Scriptures : the Alpbg
and Omega in all che Revelations of GOD,
Of whom Mofes wrote, * and whofe
Day Abrabam faw. *— Whofe Righteoufnefs
was preached by Neab, * and his final Ad-
vent foretold by Enoch."— W h  ofee-
rits, apprehended by Faith, were the Re-
commendation of fbel’s Sacrifice; * and
the Confolation of dam, * under the Lofs
of Immortality, and Expulfion from Pa-
radife.——From whom many, if pot all,
K2 the

P Johniiag, 1 Ads x 43 torPersil e
* Pag. 1oq. t John v. 46, #. Johu viii, c4.:
¥ zPet. it 5. It can hardly be doubicd, but Mook
Rraached the very fame Rightesufnels, of which he ime
telf was an Heir: and that, we are aflured, was tha
Rightcoufnefs of Faith ; Heb. xi. A ;

* Jude xiv, b 7 Beb, w4, * Gen. iil. 15,
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the Ante-dilivian Pawriarchs, borrow thei
Honotirs 3 'hpd.ﬁnnﬂ uppn everlalting . Rc;f
cord, c]lmﬁj as, h::ﬂ in. ﬂrN'l.!ﬂ',ihﬂ" uE-
FBis Prng, }:tﬁrs -——This. m_pwtq,! Qm:,lhu
i$ (to ufe his Lordihip’s ow Language
& {h manifeft Abufe an qqf:d? %ﬁiﬁli
- qum: inexcufable in 4Wr1:er, whnknw

€ or ﬂmurd havc, knmm,’.“ that, in_1ts.
mq# mrij.r as wcll as in its jater Periods, it
mvan::h[y ,t.:!l‘lﬁts of CI‘IHIST b

Thus 10 undcrml-.r:, anr.l this to execute,:
isas il fome Pretender to Avatomy, fhould,
engige to. cxplain - the Nature of Animal;
Motions and fay not a Word, concerning;
the Nerves, the Mufcles, the Heart. Or,
as if fome Smatferer inG mgrnﬁ:y thould of-
i'a:r to exhibit npnmpfm:e M,a,g of our Coun=.
try s and leate. cntirely Qu, of his: Plans;
the Cities, the Towns, and the, Rwars =Hy
Yet, this is.not the onfy Incident, on which
my, Lord, however: critical in profane Li-
te:ature, dilcovers Hlmfdf 10 have been.
very renmfs in the Study, ac lealt very /i~
pirficial 1t the Knowledge, of his Bible. |

From which Hint I wm:td take Occafion,
to entreat, and with the molt affectionate
Earneftnefs, all that are inclined to difpute
againft. this divine Baok, firfk to make
themielves rbm:ngﬁb acquainted with it.—

And

® Pag, '|I;1EL : * John vi 3. ;
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And would they once fecabourthé moment.
pmiWru:k,wiﬂT,ﬂ:;camﬁd;,upﬁ@fihn&_‘im-‘
partial Mind: Free from the Faundice of
Prejudiees;: nov blizded: with: the. Fumesof
Self-Conceit; nar intoxicated wiehishe Cup'
of vicious Pleafure: If they would rhus
examine the infpired Volumes, they would
foon perceive fuch o fowely Confieilarion of
Trath, of Wildem, and: of Grate, fhin-
ing; forth from-every Page; ‘a3 muft turn
dieir DifZfeem’ into Admirasion, and  their

Awerficn into Delight. e i
- ‘Bucif diey bring with thefr 1 Fohidnefs.
for. Fame; Ei.'.'}rﬁugﬁl'jf'Stifl—ﬁliﬁE‘iE_ﬂﬂf of
Spirits oran ignoble Attachment to & fuall
Gratifications's T they “are” dftétrhined o
chierifh, and'wil “6i no Confideration di-
vorce, thefe' S¥acers of the' Hears, and
Parverters off the Yudgmens We ‘cannot
wonder, that the Scriprures ould’ appear
to:thém, with much the fame Afped, as
the miraculous, Cloud appeared. ta the
Egyptians: Which.threw Darknefs.ontheir
Paths, and-fhed Horrour oft their Souls;
even while it gave Liglit to the Steps, and
Alacrity to_the Hopes, of the Hatlifes.
——In this Cafe; we may allign a Reafon
for thieir Oppafitian,, from the,unhappy: Cir-
: comitances

= Bxod. xiv. ga. Tiaper g E"ﬁﬁﬁ'.ﬂd—ﬂnriﬂﬁ_ in
sbem, but it gave Light by Night fw thefe,
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cumftances ‘recorded of Jbmael: ¢ Their
Hand, their Tongue, their Pen, is againft
the Word of GOD; becaufe, -the Word of
GOD is againft them, their Tempers, and
their Ways. - ;

In the facred Narrations, we behold 15,
Arm of the LORD revealed.——Other
Hiftorians, only guefs at. the Interpofition’
of an avenging, or propitious GOD. And,
though Conjettures of this Kind, occur
but very rarely, in their Works ; they are
frequently cenfured, as a prefumptusus In-
trufion upon the Arcana of Heaven.——
But the Pen-men of Scripture, with .

WKD‘Cﬂuinty declare 3 This is the

LORD’s Doing : a Stroke from the Sword
of his Juftice,® or a Reward from the Ri-
ches of his Goodnefs,

Here:

¢ Gen. xvi. 12, His Haed acill Be agaimf £Tery
Mar, and every Man's Hand apainf Him.

® See z Chron. x. 1§ ——uv, 6. ——x3v. 2o,
xooviiic 5, H——xxix, 8, 9.

¥ Bee 2 'Chron. xif. = Xil. 15, 16, 18,
xiv. 6, 12 XNXVL. 5. Xxvii. - 5, ——I re-
fer to the Chromicles, rather than to the. other Parts of
gtmi Hiftory, i erderto create a Meler Efferm for

el excellent Meminirs.  Many 2 Lhelieve, are”
cententedly jpnorant of the Chronicles.  Breeaufe, fome
of the firft Uhapters confift of Hebrew Names, which
are farbidding, and of gencalogical Tables, which-are
afily't o El: [+ ty of Begders,——HRof, nots

- withftanding
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Here we perceive, as in the brightett
Mirrour, what Praftices He favewrs, and
what Methods He oppofer: what Courfes
are attended with his Blefling, and what Be-
haviour provokes his Difpleafure.~Thefe
Records fet before us the moft Sriking Exem-

ifications, both of the divine Threatnings,
-‘:.nfd of the divine Promifes : demonftrating,
from repeated Experience, that the former,
are more than vain Menaces; the latter, are
farfrom alluringFallacies, By which Means,
they are admirably well adapted, to incuyl-
cate thofe fundamental Leffons of practical
Religion—a continual Adversence to GOD
—a believing Dependence on GOD—and an
habitual Expectation 'of Suceefs in our
Schemes, not merely from any Addrefs or
Induftry of our own, but from the all-
powerful Benediflion of GOD.~—Which
are, of all other Precepts, perhaps,  the
moft falutary and beneficial to Mankind.

My

withftanding their unpramifing Introdudtion, they cons
tain the moft memoradie and mesmintouns. Cccurrences,
They are interfperfed with the moil suiighty and edf-
Jying Remarks, ~ They are werthy of ocar ed Pe-
rufni and will amply repay the moft care Arrention.

1 would compare them to fome noble Ming;
whofe Surface is barren, and feems to include nothing
valuable. - But, as you penetrate the Sofl, the Trea:

fure opens, The decper you 0, the mare Riches you
Find. "And, infiead of fogresng: the Lile ol ok
ApEiminu. are only Ez::ﬁ, that you ander.
took the Search no .
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iy Rertarks would ‘b immoderately
prolix; ‘werk they to enumctateall the Per-
fedtions ‘of Sacred {Hiftory: T'fhall con-
tentmipelf with wifhing, ‘chatyour Lady-
ip! may efteem, may Teverence,  may
lJovethe: whole Book of GOD,——only in
vertion to its, Worthy;- Then; 1 dm

i it will have your bigheff Eftdem,
your profaundgt Reverence, and mofbade-
wgted Love. IVl piss m it

L

| Before], conclude, give me Leave, Ma.
dam, tomake one Regugft:  Which T make,
under a Senfe, of my  varigus Obligations

20, your Ladyfhips with all the engaging

Ads of your, Condefcention. and Gencro-
. fity, - full;in my: View, , It ought therefore
to beyrand itreally is, exprefive of the molt
anfeigned Thankfulnels for your Favours,

and of thefrueft Zeal, for, your FHappinefs.
It is this——That you would carry on a
daily Intercourfe, and cultivate a holy, an
intimate Familiarity, with theinfpired Wri-
ters, and’ their ineftimable Volumes.——
Read them, . Recollett them,  Weigh
them. ~———Contemplate - them, ~ in" their
magnificent 7 bole ; in their beautiful Parisy

and their harmonious Cemmesions.
T hould be afraid to recommend, in this
zealous Manner, and to. this afiduous Pe-
E . i rufaly
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rufal, the smoff corres? Compofi rions, that ever
proceeded from a buman Pen. But Here, 1
am under no Apprehenfion, of your ex-
haufting the Mine, andc:‘.-mPlai‘nmgnf
Esiptingfs: under no Apprehenfion, left
the Entertainmiéne fhould flasten upon your
Tafte, and create Difpnf The ‘more We
* fedrch thofe Store-Houfes of Wildom; the
better 'We underftand thole ' Oracles of
Truth ; the more they will approve them-
felves to our Fudetient, and become deirer,
fill dearer voour Affedtions ' —The P
of Scriprure; fike the Produttions of Na
ture, will not ‘only’ endure' the Teft, but
improve upon the Trial. The Application’”
of the Micmi’mpu to the one, and 'z re-
peated Meditation on- the ‘other, ate fure
to difplay wew Beauties, and prefent Us
with bigher Attractives,.——Nay, the. ve-
-ty Arempts of an Adverfary to dlacken the
Scriptures, ferve only to encreafe theit
Lufire. For my Part, T never thould have
feen the Prediftion of Noab, rifing, with
fuch Perfpicuity, Propriety, and Gloty, to
Obfervation 3 had not . Lord Baﬁngbrok:f
made an Effore, to over-ewibelm i with Ob-
Jections, and fink it into Difcredic,
; Above

T An Allvfien to the Ma.;.fﬂ', i the Title Page,
Merfes profunde, pulchrior rgunic :
and exprefiive grfﬂin Meading, IF ;
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__Above all; may We bring to this beft
of Studies, an bumble Mind. A Mind,
deeply fenfible of its own Jgworance and
Feaknef5; yet frequently and chearfully
lifted up to GOD, for his enlightening and
animating Spirit. ‘That, by his blefied In-
fluences, our Underftandings may be opened
to undeérfiand the Seriptures,® and our Hearts
epened to receive them: to underftand them,
in all the Fulnefs of their heavenly Mean-
ing 4 to receive them, inall the Foree of
their transforming Power. Thar,
reading the Threatnings, We may tremble
at the awful Word; and acknowledge
ourfelves juftly liable, to thofe terrible Judg-
ments. . But at the fame Time believe, that

CHRIST has delivered Us from the Carfe of
: the

B Luk. xxiv. 45.

| A xvi. 14.——Sach is the Darluefi, {uch the
Deprawity of our Minds, that they will not, they can-
not, be made =uwift wate Salvatiow, even from the
Scriptures themfelves, without the pesvierfil dgency- of
tlie Eh:l[cd Spirit.  Unlefs 4y Infloences mfighten our
Underftandings ; and np;g the Doftrines, when un-
derftoed, to our Hearts; We fhall be, even with the
Ward of Light and Life in our Hands, fomewhat like
Blind Bartimens, fitting amidft the Beams of Day; or
like the epitbired Srm, with invaluable Treafures be<
foreir. This, I'think, Experience mult acbrecledges
this, I am very certain, the Texts referred to, in Con-
cert with many others, svimee,

k See Bzra %. 3.—2 Chron, xxxiv. 27. Whest
it mightnot be amils, to compare the Temper of troe
Beliewers, and the Behaviour of an illuftrioos King, with
the Spiric that runs theough his Lerg#ip’s Performance.

é
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#he Law, being made a Curfe for Us.'———
That, reading the Promifes, We may con-
fefs Ourfelves unworthy of an Intereft, in
fuch unfpeakable Bleflings. Yet reft af-
fured, thacall the Promifes of GOD are Yea
and Amen in CHRIST FESUS: * are our
unqueftionable Portion, through his Me-
rits and Aronement ; and will certainly be
fulfilled, through his Interceffion and Faith-
fulnefs, ———Reading the Precepts, let
Us rejoyee in the Belief, that our Saviour,
obedient unto Death, has fulfilled them per-
feftly for our Juftification: that gur Sa-
vipur, éxalfed unto Heaven, has engaged
to put bis Spirit within Us for our Sanétifi-
cation § canfing Us to walk in bis Siatutes,
and to keep bis Fudgments, and do them,”——
Contemplating the various Examples, may
We ufe fome of them, as admonitory -Sea-
Marks, to avoid the Rocks of Sin: ufe
others, as a conduifing Clue, to guide our
Feet into the way of Peace: ufe all, as fo
many Incitements, to awaken our Circum-
fpection, or ?uidﬂ:n our Diligence, in
making our Calling and EleSion fure.

Then, We fhall have amother Procf,
that the Original of thefe holy Books, is
not from Man, but from the LORD JE-
HOVAH, A Proof, which fome People

d el may

L Gal. iii. 13, = 2 Corinth, {. 20,
* Ezhe xaxvi, 27.
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{imaginary or enthufiafti-
TI}' of the mﬂqﬁ ﬁafm'ﬂ} and
of Eh: }aﬁmarm Which, chough by
- no Means independent on, much lefs ex-
clufive of, other Evidences; is, neverthe-
lefs, to each individual Perfon, incompar-
ably more valuable, than any, or every
other Atteftation. We thall HAVE THE
WITNESS IN OURSELVES.® We
fhall experience, on our own Souls, the hap-
py Energy of the Seriptures.. They will be
the Inffrument of working, fuch a fively
Faith in CHRIST ; fuch an ardemt Love
of GOD; fuch a cordial Bewevolence for
* pur Fellow-Creatares; "as cannot fail to exc
alt our Defires, refine our' Affeftions, and

dignify,

* 1 Johnv. 10,

® ‘Thix is whae his Lordfhip means, or onght tomean,
when He fpeaks of ** the proper Foree of Beligion ?
" that Force which fubdues the Mind, and awes the
= Confeience by Convifijen," pag. 182, -And.Lam
well affured, whazever He may furmife 6 the contrary,
that #5/ Fesicher tothe real Infpimtion of the Sn_r'upmre;,
and divine Original of Chriffiamity, ** #rze¢ wantin
Nay, I durit ¥enture to cngage, that it sever quil ..!w
wantng to apy Ferfon, who ceks it with due Anen.
tion, and becoming Diligence's and ‘neither forgess,
nor negletts thole mxl:[Enjr Preparatives, prr_fmbg. by
the grear Mafter of the Chriftian Schoal——the one,
-mm rehended in this Maxim 3 IF aay Mas aorld .5;;

ﬂrﬁwﬂ duvaw of the Delrige, aubether it be of

Gﬂ.ﬂ whe vii. 17, The ather, delivered in the fal.
Yowing Direllion; Jf any of jou lack Hifdem, It Him
afl of GOD eika piweth fa m‘.l’ Men literally, and pe
Eraideshuee, axd it all b given Hiems. ]lm L e
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dignify our Tempers. Such as will
adminifter Comfore. under Afliction, fand
impart an additisnal Relith to Profpe-
rity. Such as will teach Us to order.
our Converfation right,  amidft' all the
Snares, all ‘the Labyrinths' of Z¥me; and
gradually train Us up, for the pure Blifs,
and confummate Enjoyments of Eternity,’

May THIS Proof, Madam, be written
on your Hearf—written indright and inde-
fible Charafters—written by the Finger of
the lfving GODI—Then, T am affured, every
Artempe to ftagger your Belief, or with-
draw your Veneration from THE BIBLE;
will belike an Attempt, tofhatter the Rock
in Pieces with a Bubble, or to pierce the
Adamant with a Feather.—This is not only
the jincere Wifb; but, {o long as Religion
and Gratitude have any Place in my Breafl,
it will alfo be the earnsft Prayer of

Your Labvsuir’s

much obﬁgﬂﬂ,'

and moft obedient
humble Servant,
April 22d. :
1752.

JAMES HERVEY,




PO BeT-§'CR T P'T.

Have taken no Notice of his Lordfhip’s

Animadverfions, relating to the Ge-
nuinenefs of the Go/pel-Hiffery. Becaufe,
this would be entering upon a new Field;
which I leave open and untonched, for fome
more able Defender of that inyvaluable De-
pofitum.——Not that I apprehend, there
is any Thing very formidable in the Attack.
But I think it would be ferviceable, as Lam
perfuaded itis eafy, to fhew the Heaknsfs and
Uunreafonablenefsof thofe Arguments ; which
Men of fuperior Abilities are obliged to
take up with, when they lift themfelves un-
der the Banner of Scepticifm or Infidelity,
——1It would alfo be a Piece of public Juf-
tice, toenquire into the Sincerity, Probity,
and Confiffency of thofe Writers; wha, in
fome Places, lay a mighty §trefs upon the
Authority of the New Teftament; (pag. 9¢.)
in others,  endavaur to fap the very Foum-
dation of its Credibility 5 (pag. 177.)




%7 Since the Pofifeript was written, an Jy-
cident bas occurred, which affords me the
Pleafure of informing the Public——That

o Lord Bolinghroke's Objestions to the Ay
thenticity of the Evangelical Hiftorians,
will fbortly receive an Anfwer, from the
Pen of my learned “and judicions’ Friend,
the Revd, Mr. WracLsy of Northamp-
wn.




e g

.1 3

*rﬂwé: VOLDOMES, Price 6. botnd;"
The NxfrasEpiTioN g,n"

MEDIT&TIDNS

e L

% ti ; ,.-.-.".‘

"h ﬂ'-l‘r

GONTEMPL&TIONS

r:mct"r'a1unfn

L WOL., L
MepyTarions amofg
the Temns,
RBrrrptriows on o
Erowsr-GanpEs
And, A-DPescanr on
Cl.urluhl

VOLAAL
ConTEMFLATIONS ON
the Nicur.
CoxnTERFLATIONS o0
the  Srawey Hiw-
vens; And,
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il J-AMES HERVEY, A. M,
Reftor of Wefton Favel, Morthampronthire,

= _._f@@{m Jous_ and }aun RivincTon.

OF whom m.l.,be had,

A Metzotinto Head of the Rev, Me Herver. Done
by Mr. Faber, ffoma- P.ﬁnmg of Mr. John Mmhn:l
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