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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABTLTE

WILLIAM CHARLES COLYEAR,
EARL or PORTMORGE,
VISCOUNT MILSINTOWN.

My Lornp,

T HE dignity of the fubject of this little
Treatife, not any psrfuafion of its merits as
a literary compofition, encourages me to offer
it to your Lordthip’s patronage. The caufe
of freedom has always been found fufficient,
in every age and country, to attra® the no-
tice of the generous and humane ; and it is
therefore, in a more peculiar manner, worthy
of the attention and favour of a perfonage,
who holds a diftinguifhed rank in that illuf-
trious ifland, the very air of which has been
determined, upon a late inveftigation of its
laws, to be an antidote againft flavery. I
feel a fatisfalion in the opportunity, which
the publication of this treatife affords me, of
acknowledging your Lordthip’s civilities,
which can only be equalled by the refpec,
with which I am,

Your Lordfhip’s
much obligéd,
and obedient {ervant,

THOMAS CLARKSON.,
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S the fubjet of the following work
has fortunately become of late a to-
pick of converfation, I cannot begin the
preface in a manner more fatisfactory to '
the feelings of the benevolent reader, than
by giving an account of thofe humane and
worthy perfons, who have endeavoured to
draw upon it that thare of the publick at-
tention which it has obtained. .
Among the well difpofed individuals, of
different nations and ages, who have hu-
manely exerted themfelves to fupprefs the
abject perfonal flavery, introduced in the ori-
ginal cultivation of the Ewurgpean colonies in
the weftern world, Bartbolomew de las Cafas,
the pious bithop of Chiapa, in the fifteenth
century, feems to have been the firft. This
amiable man, during his refidence in Spanifh
America, was {o fenfibly affeed at the treat-
ment which the miferable Indians under-
went, that he returned to Sparn, to make a
a3 publick
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publick remonftrance before the celebrated
emperor Charles the fifth, declaring, that
heaven would one day call him to an account
for thofe cruelties, which he then had it in
his power to prevent. The {fpeech which he
made on the occafion, is now extant, and is a
moft perfe&t picture of benevolence and piety.

But his intreaties, by the oppofition of ava-
rice, were rendered ineffe¢tual : and I do not
find by any books which I have read upon the
fubject, that any other perfon interfered till
the laft century, when Morgan Godwyn, a
Brityfb clergyman, diftinguifthed himfelf in
the caufe.

The prefent age has alfo produced fome
zealous and able oppofers of the colonial fla-
very. For about the middle of the prefent
century, Fobn Woolman and Anthony Benezet,
two refpectable members of the religious
fociety called Quakers, devoted much of
their time to the fubje&. The former tra-
velled through moft parts of North America
on foot, to hold converfations with the mem-
bers of his own fect, on the impiety of re-
taining thofe in a ftate of involuntary fervi-
tude, who had never given them offence.
The latter kept a free {chool at Philadelphia,

for
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for the education of black people. He took
every opportunity of pleading in their be-
half. He publithed feveral treatifes againft
flavery,* and gave an hearty proof of his
attachment to the caufe, by leaving the whole
of his fortune in fupport of that {chool,
to which he had fo generoufly devoted his
time and attention when alive.

Till this time it does not appear, that any
bodies of men had colle&tively interefted
themfelves in endeavouring to remedy the
evil. But in the year 1754, the religious
fociety, called Quakers, publickly teftified
their fentiments upon the fubjeét, || declaring,
that ¢ to live in eafe and plenty by the toil
« of thofe, whom fraud and violence had
<¢ put into their power, was neither confift-
¢« ent with Chriftianity nor common juftice.”

Imprefled with thefe fentiments, many of
this fociety immediately liberated their {laves;
and though fuch a meafure appeared to be

* A Defcription of Guinea, with an Inquiry into the Rife
and Progrefs of the Slave Trade, &c. A Caution to Great
Britain and her Colonies, in a fhort Reprefentation of the
calamitous State of the enflaved Negroes in the Britifh Domi-
nions. Befides feveral {fmaller pieces.

lI They had cenfured the Afiican Trade in the year 1727, but

but had taken no publick notice of the colnial flavery till this
time,

a4 attended
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attended with confiderable lofs to the bene-
volent individuals, who unconditionally pre-
fented them with their freedom, yet they
adopted it with pleafure : nobly confidering,
that to poffefs a little, in an honourable way,
was better than to poffefs much, through the
medium of injuftice. ‘Their example was
gradually followed by the reft. A general
emancipation of the flaves in the poffeflion of
Quakers, at length took place; and fo
effeCtually did they ferve the caufe which
they had undertaken, that they denied the
claim of memberfhip in their religious com-
munity, to all fuch as thould hereafter op-
pofe the fuggeftions of juftice in this parti-
cular, either by retaining flaves in their pof-
feflion, or by being in any manner concerned
in the flave trade: and it is a fa&, that
through the vaft tract of North America,
there is not at this day a fingle flave in the
pofleflion of an acknowledged Quaker.

But though this meafure appeared, as has
been obferved before, to be attended with
confiderable lofs to the benevolent indivi-
duals who adopted it, yet, as virtue feldom
fails of obtaining its reward, it became ul-
timately beneficial. Moft of the flaves, who

were
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were thus unconditionally freed, returned
without any folicitation to their former
mafters, to ferve them, at ftated wages, as
free men. The work, which they now did,
was found to be better done than before. It
was found alfo, that a greater quantity was
done in the fame time. Hence lefs than
the former number of labourers was fuffi-
cient. From thefe, and a variety of other
circumftances, it appeared, that their plan-
tations were confiderably more profitable,
when worked by free men, than when work-
ed, as before, by flaves; and that they de-
rived therefore, contrary to their expecta-
tions, a confiderable advantage from their be-
nevolence. \
Animated by the example of the Quakers,
the members of other fects began to deliberate
about adopting the fame meafure. Some of
thofe of the church of England, of the Roman
Catholicks, and of the Prefbyterians and Inde-
pendants, freed their flaves; and there hap-
pened but one inftance, where the matter was
debated, where it was not immediately put
in force. This was in Pennfylvania. 1t
was agitated in the {ynod of the Prefbyte-

rians
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rians there, to oblige their members toliberate
their flaves. ‘The queftion was negatived by a
majority of butone perfon ; and this oppofi-
tion feemed to arife rather from a diflike to the
attempt of forcing fuch a meafure upon the
members of that community, than from any
other confideration. I have the pleafure of
being credibly informed, that the manumif-
fion of flaves, or the employment of free men
in the plantations, is now daily gaining
ground in North America. Should flavery
be abolithed there, (and it is an event, which,
from thefe circumftances, we may reafon-
ably expedl to be produced in time) let it
be remembered, that the Quakers will have
had the merit of its abolition.

Nor have their brethren here been lefs
afiiduous in the caufe. As there are hap-
pily no {laves in this country, {o they have
not had the fame opportunity of fhewing
their benevolence by a general emancipation.
They have not however omitted to thew it
as far as they have been able. At their reli-
gious meetings they have regularly inquired
if any of their members are concerned in
the 1n1qu1tous African trade. They have

appointed
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appointed a committee for obtaining every
kind of information on the fubje&, with a
view to its fuppreflion, and, about three
or four years ago, petitioned parliament on
the occafion for their interference and f{up-
port. Iam forry to add, that their benevo-
Ient application was ineffeCtual, and tha
the reformation of "an ‘evil, productive of
confequences equally impolitick and im-
moral, and generally acknowledged to have
long difgraced our national character, is yet
left to the unfupported efforts of piety
morality and juftice, againft intereft vio-
lence and oppreflion; and thefe, I bluth
to acknowledge, too ftrongly countenanced .
by the legiflative authority of a country,
the bafis of whofe government is /fbersy.
Nothing can be more clearly fhewn,
than that an inexhauftible mine of wealth
1s neglected in Africa, for the profecution
of this impious traffick; that, if proper
meafures were taken, the revenue of this
country might be greatly improved, its na-
val ftrength increafed, its colonies in a more
flourithing fituation, the planters richer, and
a trade, which is now a fcene of blood and
defolation,



xii P R EF A C E.

defolation, converted into one, which might
be profecuted with advantage and honour.

Such have been the exertions of the Qua-
kers in the caufe of humanity and virtue.
They are ftill profecuting, as far as they
are able, their benevolent defign; and I
thould ftop here and praife them for thus
continuing their humane endeavours, but
that T conceive it to be unneceflary. They
are acting confiftently with the principles of
religion. They will find a reward in their
own confciences ; and they will receive more
real pleafure from a fingle reflection on their
condud, than they can poflibly experience
from the praifes of an hoft of writers.

In giving this thort account of thofe hu-
mane and worthy perfons, who have endea-
voured to reftore to their fellow creatures
the rights of nature, of which they had
been unjuftly deprived, I thould feel myfelf
unjuft, were I to omit two zealous oppo-
fers of .the colonzal tyranny, confpicuous at
the prefent day.

The firft is Mr. Granville Sharp. This
Gentleman has particularly diftinguithed

himfelf 1n the caufe of freedom. It is a
’ notorious
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notorious fa&, that, but a few years fince,
many of the unfortunate black people, who
had been brought from the colonies into
this country, were fold in the metropolis to
merchants and others, when their mafters
had no farther occafion for their fervices;
though it was always underftood that every
perfon was free, as foon as he landed on
the Britith fhore. In confequence of this
notion, thefe unfortunate black people,
refufed to go to the new mafters, to
whom they were configned. They were
however feized, and forcibly conveyed,
under cover of the night, to fhips then
lying in the Thames, to be retranfported to
the colonies, and to be delivered again to
the planters as merchantable goods. The
humane Mr. Sharpe, was the means of
putting a ftop to this iniquitous traffick.
Whenever he gained information of people
in fuch a fituation, he caufed them to be
brought on fhore. At a confiderable ex-
pence he undertook their caufe, and was in-
firumental in obtaining the famous decree
in the cafe of Somerferz, that as foon as any
perfon whatever fet his foot in this country,

he
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he came under the protection of the Bririfs
laws, and was confequently free. Nor did he
interfere lefs honourably in that cruel and dif-
graceful cafe, in the fummer of the year 1781,
when an bundred and thirty two negroes, in
their paffage to the colonies, were thrown into
the fea alive, to defraud the underwriters; but
his pious endeavours wereby no means attend-
ed with the fame fuccefs. 'To enumerate his
many laudableendeavours in theextirpation of
tyranny and oppreflion, would be to fwell
the preface into a volume: fuffice it to fay,
that "he has written feveral books on the
fubject, and one particularly, which he dif-
tinguifhes by the title of 4 Limitation of
« flavery.”

The fecond is the Rev. Fames Ramfuy.
This gentleman refided for many years in
the Weft-Indies, in the clerical office. He
perufed all the colonial codes of law, with
a view to find if there were any favourable
claufes, by which the grievances of flaves
could be redreffed ; but he was feverely dif-
appointed in his purfuits. He publithed a
treatife, fince his return to England, called
An Effay on the Treatment and Converfion of

African
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African Slaves in the Britifb Sugar Colonies,
which I recommend to the perufal of the
humane reader. This work refle@ts great
praife upon the author, fince, in order to be
of fervice to this fingularly opprefled part of
the human fpecies, he compiled it at the ex-
pence of forfeiting that friendthip, which
he had contracted with many in thofe parts,
during a feries of years, and at the hazard,
as I am credibly informed, of fuffering much
in his private property, as well as of fubje&-
ing him{elf to the ill will and perfecution
of numerous individuals.

This Effay on the Treatment and Conver-
Sion of African Slaves, contains fo many
important truths on the colonial flavery,
and has come fo home to the planters,
(being written by a perfon who has a tho-
rough knowledge of the fubje) as to have
occafioned a confiderable alarm. Within the
laft eight months, two publications have
exprefsly appeared againft it. One of them
is intitled ¢ Curfory Remarks on Mr. Ram-
“ fay’s Effay ;” the other an ““ dpology for
¢ Negroe Slavery.” On each of thefe I am

bound,
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bound, as writing on the fubject; to make a
few remarks.

The curfory remarker infinuates, that Mr.
Ramfay’s account of the treatment is great-
ly exaggerated, if not wholly falfe. Te

this I fhall make the following reply. I

have the honour of knowing feveral difinte-
refted geritlemen, who have been acquainted
with the Weft Indian iflands for years. I
call them difinterefted, becaufe they have
neither had a concern in the African trade,
nor in the colonial flavery : and I have heard
thefe unanimoulfly affert, that Mr. Ramfay’s
account is fo far from being exaggerated,
or taken from the moft dreary pictures that
he could find, that it is abfolutely below the
truth; that he muft have omitted many
inftances of cruelty, which he had feen him-
felf; and that they only wondered, how he
could have written with fo much moderation
upon the fubjet. They allow the Cur/ory
Remarks to be excellent as a compofition,
but declare that it is perfectly devoid of truth.
But the curfory remarker does not de-
pend fo much on the circumftances which
he has advanced, (nor can he, fince they
have
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have no other exiftence than in his own
brain) as on the inftrument detraction.
This he has ufed with the utmoft virulence
through the whole of his publication, art-
fully fuppofing, that if he could bring Mr.
Ramfay’s reputation into difpute, his work
would fall of courfe, as of no authenticity.
I {fubmit this fimple queftion to the reader.
- When a writer, in attempting to. filence a
. publication, attacks the characer of its au-
-~ thor, rather than the principles of the work
itfelf, is it not a proof that the work it-
felf is unqueftionable, and that this writer
is at a lofs to find an argument againft
it ?

But there is fomething fo very ungene-
. rous in this mode of replication, as to re«
. quire farther notice. For if this is the
mode to be adopted in literary difputes,

what writer can be fafe? Or who is there,
that will not be deterred from taking up his

pen in the caufe of virtue? There are cir-
cumfitances in every perfon’s life, which, if
given to the publick in a malevolent man-
ner, and without explanation, might eflen-
tially injure him in the eyes of the world;

b though,
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though, were they explained, they would
be even reputable. The curfory remarker
has adopted this method of difpute; but
Mr. Ramfay has explained himfelf to the
fatisfaction of all parties, and has refuted him
in every point. The name of this curfory
remarker is Tobin: a name, which I feel
myfelf obliged to hand down with detefta-
tion, as far as I am able ; and with an hint
to future writers, that they will do them-
felves more credit, and ferve more effectually
the caufe which they undertake, if on fuch
occafions they attack the work, rather than
the chara&er of the writer, who affords them
a {fubject for their lucubrations.

Nor is this the only circumftance, which
induces me to take fuch particular notice of
the Curfory Remarks. 1 feel it incumbent
upon me to refcue an injured perfon from
the cruel afperfions that have been thrown
upon him, as I have been repeatedly in-
formed by thofe, who have the pleafure of
his acquaintance, that his chara&er is irre-
proachable, I am alfo interefted myfelf.
For if fuch detrattion is pafled over in
filence, my own reputation, and not my

work,
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work, may be attacked by an anonymous
hireling in the caufe of flavery.

The Apology fir Negroe Slavery is almoft
too defpicable a compofition to merit a re-
ply. I have only therefore to obferve, (as is
frequently the cafe in a bad caufe, or where
writers do not confine themfelves to truth)
that the work refutes itfelf. This writer,
o {peaking of the flave-trade, afferts, that peo-
. ple are never kidnapped on the coaft of 4/~
- rica.  In {peaking of the treatment of flaves,
he afferts again, that it is of the very mildeft
nature, and that they live in the moft com-
fortable and happy manner imaginable. To
prove each of his affertions, he propofes the
following regulations. That the fealing of
flaves from Africa fhould be felony. That

. the premeditated murder of aflave by any per=

fon on board, thould come under the fame de-
nomination. That when flaves arrive in the
colonies, lands thould be allotted for their pro-
vifions, iz proportion to their number, or com-
miffioners thould fee that a fificient quan-
tity of found wholefome provifions is pur-
chafed. That they thould not work on
Sundays and other holy-days. That extra

b 2 labour,
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labour, or night-work, out of crop, thould
be prohibited. That a /Zimited number of
ftripes thould be infli¢ed upon them. That
they fhould have annually a fuit of clothes.
That old infirm flaves thould be properly
cared for, &c. ——Now it can hardly be con-
ceived, that if this author had tried to injure
his caufe, or contradi& himfelf, he could not
have done it in a more effectual manner, than
by this propofal of thefe falutary regulations.
For to fay that flaves are honourably obtained
on the coaft; to fay that their treatment is of
the mildeft nature, and yet to propofe the
above-mentioned regulations ‘as neceflary, is
to refute himfelf more clearly, than I con-
fefs myfelf to be able to do it: and I
have only to requeft, that the regulations
propofed by this writer, in the defe{nce of
flavery, may be confidered as fo many proofs
of the aflertions contained in my own work.
I {hall clofe my account with an obferva-
tion, which is of great importance in the
prefent cafe.  Of all the publications in fa-
vour of the f{lave-trade, or the fubfequent
flavery in the colonies, there is not one,
which
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which has not been written, either by a
chaplain to the African factories, or by a
merchant, or by a planter, or by a perfon
whofe intereft has been conne&ed in the
caufe which he has taken upon him to de-
fend, Of this defcription are Mr. T0bsn, and
the Apologiff jfor Negroe Slavery. While
. on the other hand thofe, who- have had as

competent a knowledge of the fubjec, but

. not the fame intereft as themfelves, have una-

- nimoufly condemned it ; and many of them
. have written their fentiments upon it, at
the hazard of creating an innumerable hoft
of enemies, and of being fubjected to the
moft malignant oppofition. Now, which of
thefe are we to believe on the occafion ?
Are we to believe thofe, who are parties
concerned, who are interefted in the prac-
tice P—DBut the queftion does not admit of a
difpute.

Concerning my own work, it feems pro-
per to obferve, that when the original
Latin Differtation, as the title page ex-
prefles, was honoured by the Univerfity
of Cambridge with the firft of their an-
nual prizes for the year 1785, I was wait-

b 3 ed
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ed upon by fome gentlemen of refpeability
and confequence, who requefted me to pub-
lith it in Englith. The only objection which
occurred to me was this; that having been
prevented, by an attention to other ftudies,
from obtaining that critical knowledge of
my own language, which was neceflary for
an Englith compofition, 1 was fearful of ap-
pearing before the publick eye: but that, as
they flattered me with the hope, that the pub-
lication of it might be of ufe, I would certain-
ly engage to publifh it, if they would allow me
to poftpone it for a little time, till I was more
in the habit of writing. 'They replied, that
as the publick attention was now excited to
the cafe of the unfortunate Africans, it would
be ferving the caufe with double the effe&, if
it were to be publithed within a few months.
This argument prevailed. Nothing" but
this circumftance could have induced me
to offer an Englith compofition to the infpec-
tion of an hoft of criticks : and I truft there-
fore that this circumftance will plead much
with the benevolent reader, in favour of
thofe faults, which he may find in the pre-
fent work. | :
Having
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Having thus promifed to publith it, I
was for fome time doubtful from which
of the copies to tranflate. There were two,
the original, and an abridgement. The
lattér (as thefe academical compofitions are
generally of a certain length) was that which
was fent down to Cambridge, and honoured
with the prize. I was determined however,
upon confulting svith my friends, to tran-
flate from the former. This has been faith-
fully done with but few * additions. The
reader will probably perceive the Latin idiom
in feveral paffages of the work, though I have
endeavoured, as far as I have been able, to
avoid it. Aﬁld I am fo fenfible of the difad-
vantages under which it muft yet lie, as a
tranflation, that I with I had written upon the
fubjec, without any reference at all to the
original copy.

It will perhaps be afked, from what au-
thority I have colle¢ted thofe facts, which

® The inftance of the Dutch colonifts at the Cape, in the
firft part of the Effay ; the defcription of an African battle,
in the fecond ; and the poetry of a negroe girl in the third,
are the only confiderable additions that have been made.

b 4 elate
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relate to the colonial flavery. I reply, that I

have had the means of the very beft of infor-

mation on the fubje&t ; having the pleafure of
being acquainted with many, both in the naval
and military departments, as well as with
feveral others, who have been long acquaint-
ed with America and the Weft-Indian flands.
The falts therefore which I have related,
are compiled from the difinterefted accounts
of thefe gentlemen, all of whom, I have the
happinefs to fay, have coincided, in the mi-
nuteft manner, in their defcriptions. It muft
be remarked too, that they were compiled,
not from what thefe gentlemen heard, while
they were refident in thofe parts,‘ but from
what they acually fzw. Nor has a fingle
inftance been taken from any book whatever
upon the fubje@, except that which is men-
tioned in the 235th page; and this book
was publifhed in France, in the year 777,
by authority.

I have now the pleafure to fay, that the

accounts of thefe difinterefted gentlemen,

whom I confulted on the occafion, are con- -

firmed by all the books which I have ever
perufed upon favery, except thofe which
' have
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have been written by merchants, planters, &e,
They are confirmed by Sir Hans Shane’s Voy-
age to Barbadoes ; Grifith Hughes's Hiftory
of the fame ifland, printed 1750; an Ac-
count of North America, by Thomas Feffertes,
1761 ; all Benezet’s works, &c. &c. and par-
ticularly by Mr. Ram/ay’s Eflay on the Treat-~
ment and Converfion of the African Slaves
in the Britith Sugar Colonies ; a work which
is now firmly eftablithed ; and, I may add,
in a very extraordinary manner, in confe-
quence of the controverfy which this gen-
tleman has fuftained with the Cur/ory Re-
marker, by which feveral fa&s which were
-mentioned in the original copy of my own
work, before the controver{y began, and
which had never appeared in any work upon
the fubjec, have been brought to light.
Nor has it received lefs fupport from a let-
ter, publifhed only laft week, from Capt.
J. S. Smith, of the Royal Navy, to the
Rev. Mr. Hill; on the former of whom
too high encomiums cannot be beftowed,
for ftanding forth in that noble and difinte-
refted manner, in behalf of an injured cha-
ratter,

I have
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I have now only to folicit the reader again,
that he will make a favourable allowance
for the prefent work, not only from thofe
circumftances which I have mentioned, but
from the confideration, that only two months
are allowed by the Univerfity for thefe their
annual compofitions. Should he however
be unpropitious to my requeft, I muft con-
fole myfelf with the refle&ion, (a refleGion
that will always afford me pleafure, even
amidft the cenfures of the great,) that by
undertaking the caufe of the unfortunate 47~
ricans, I have undertaken, as far as my abi-
lities would permit, the caufe of injured
innocence.

London, June 1ft 1786.
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for Dominique, page 235 read Domingue,

N. B. In page 18 a Latin note has been inferted by mif-
take, under the quotation of Diodorus Siculus. The reader
will find the original Greek of the fame fignification, in the
fame author, at page 49. Editio Stephani.




AN

E S S A Y

ON THE

SLAVERY and COMMERCE

OF THE

HUMAN SPECIES,

In THREE PARTS.

P AR T 1.
Tur HISTORY or SLAVERY.

C H A P 1

HE N civilized, as well as bar-

barous nations, have been found,
through a long fucceflfion of ages, uniform-
ly to concur in the fame cuftoms, there
feems to arife a prefumption, that fuch cuf-
toms are not only eminently ufeful, but
A are
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~are founded alfo on the principles of juftice.
Such is the cafe with refpedt to Slavery: it
has had the concurrence of all the nations,
which hiftory has recorded, and the repeat-
ed practice of ages from the remoteft anti-
quity, in its favour. Here then is an argu-
ment, deduced from the general confent and
argreement of mankind, in favour of the pro-
pofed fubje¢t: but alas! when we refle&
that the people, thus reduced to a ftate of
fervitude, have had the {ame feclings with
ourfelves ; when we refle@ that they have
had the fame propenfities to pleafure, and
the fame averfions from pain ; another argu-
- ment {eems immediately to arife in oppofi-
tion to the former, deduced from our own
feelings and that divine {ympathy, which
nature has implanted in our breafts, for the
moft ufeful and generous of purpofes. To
afcertain the truth therefore, where two fuch
oppofite fources of argument occur ; where
the force of cuftom pleads ftrongly on the
one hand, and the feelings of humanity on
the other; is a matter of much importance,
as the dignity of human nature is concerned,
and the rights and liberties of mankind will

be involved in its difcuffion,
It
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It will be neceffary, before this point can
be determined, to confult the Hiftory of
Slavery, and to lay before the reader, in as
concife a manner as poflible, a general view
of it from its earlieft appearance to the pre-
fent day. ' .

The firft, whom we thall mention here
to have been reduced to a flate of fervitude,
may be comprehended in that clafs, which
is ufually denominated the Mercenary. - It
confifted of free-born citizens, who, from
the various contingencies of fortune, had
become fo poor, as to have recourfe for
their {upport to the fervice of the rich. Of
this kind were thofe, both among the Egyp-
tians and the Jews, who are recorded in
the * facred writings. < The Grecian Thezes
alfo were of this defcription, as well as
thofe among the Romans, from whom the

* Genefis, Ch. 47.  Leviticus xxv. v. 39, 4o.
+ The Thetes appear very early in the Grecian Hiftory.
4 Tives avra

Kepor Emoi] 102'mns efalodlors B iod alrs

OliTzs 7¢ Apdes 7¢; Od. Homer. A. 64z. They were
afterwards fo much in ufe, that < Muygios MmesgredideTs
“ eallus, ase. PeAvin wazd cuyfoagy,” till Soloni%?prcﬁ"ed
the cuftom in Athens. '

A 2 ' clafs
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clafs receives its appellation, the || Mer-
cenarii.

We may obferve of the above-mentioned,
that their fituation was in many inftances
fimilar to that of our own fervants. There
was an exprefs contract between the parties :
they could, moft of them, demand their
difcharge, if they were ill ufed by their re-
{pective maflers; and they were treated
therefore with more humanity than thofe,
whom we ufually diftinguith in our lan-
guage by the appellation of Slaves.

As this clafs of fervants was compofed of
men, who had been reduced to fuch a {itua-
tion by the contingencies of fortune, and
not by their own mifcondué; fo there was
another among the ancients, compofed en-
tirely of thofe, who had fuffered the lofs of
liberty from™ their own imprudence. To
this clafs may be reduced the Grecian Pro-

(I 'The mention of thefe is frequent among the claffics ; they
were called in general mercenarii, from the circumftances of
their Jire, as <¢ quibus, non malé pracipiunt, qui ita jubent
““utl, ut mercenariis, operam exigendam, jufta preebenda.
¢« Cicero de off.”” But they are fometimes mentioned in the
law books by the name of Jideri, from the circumftances of
their birth, to diftinguifh them from the alieni, or forcigners,
as Jultinian, D. 7. 8. 4.=Id. 21. 1. 25, &c. &c. &c.

digals,
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digals, who were detained in the {fervice of
their creditors, till the fruits of their la-
bour were equivalent to their debts; the
delinquents, who were {entenced to the oar;
and the German enzhufiajis, as mentioned by
Tacitus, who were {o immoderately charm-
ed with gaming, as, when every thing elfe
was gone, to have ftaked their liberty and
their very felves. ¢ The lofer,” fays he,
¢¢ goes into a voluntary fervitude, and though
¢¢ younger and {tronger than the perfon with
¢ whom he played, patiently fuffers him-
¢¢ felf to be bound and fold. Their perfe-
““ verance in fo bad a cuftom is ftiled ho-
““ nour. The flaves, thus obtained, are im-
¢ mediately exchanged away in commerce,
¢¢ that the winner may get rid of the fcan-
¢¢ dal of his victory.”

To enumerate other inftances, would be
unneceflary : it will be fufficient to obferve,
that the fervants of this clafs were in a
far more wretched fituation, than thofe of
the former; their drudgery was more in-
tenfe ; their treatment more fevere; and
there was no retreat at pleafure, from the
frowns and lafthes of their defpotick mafters.

A 3 Havmg
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Having premifed this, we may now pro-
ceed to a general divifion of flavery, into
Voluntary and imvoluntary. ‘The voluntary
will comprehend the two clafies, which we
have already mentioned; for, in the firft
inftance, there was a contrac?, founded on
confent ; and, in the fecond, there was a
choice of engaging or not in thofe practices,
the known confequences of which were
fervitude. The Znvoluntary, on the other
hand, will comprehend thofe, who were
forced, without any fuch condition or choice,
into a fituation, which as it tended to de-
grade a part of the human fpecies, and to
clafs it with the brutal, muft have been, of
all human fituations, the moft wretched and
infupportable. Thele are they, whom we
fhall confider folely in the prefent work.
We fhall therefore take our leave of the
former, as they were mentioned only, that
we might ftate the queftion with greater
accuracy, and be the better enabled to re-
duce it to its proper limits.

CHAP,

TR T
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C H A P. IL

-

The firft that will be mentioned, of the
involuntary, were prifoners of war ¥ < It
¢ was a'law, eftablithed from time imme-
“ morial among the nations of antiquity, to
¢ oblige thofe to undergo the feverities of
¢ fervitude, whom vi€tory had thrown into
¢ their hands.” Conformably with this,
we find all the Eaftern nations unanimous
in the practice. The fame cuftom prevailed
among the people of the Weft; for as the
Helots became the flaves of the Spartans,
from the right of conqueft only, fo prifo-
ners of war were reduced to the {ame fitua-
tion by the reft of the inhabitants of Greece,
By the fame principles that actuated thefe,
were the Romans alfo influenced. Their
Hiftory will confirm the fa& : for how many
cities are recorded to have been taken; how
many armies to have been vanquithed in
the field, and the wretched furvivors, in
both inftances, to have been doomed to fer-

* Nl ev @agw  Avbpdmas didibs e, Srar monzudiloy
€ TN dAD, ’r'”;r 'A oley ées i e Sopde 75y ¢ Ti @iie,

Xenoph.  Kups TTasd. L. 7. fin.
A 4 vitude ?

bR

o T one]e
G Te pghpedle
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vitude ? It remains only now to obferve, in
fhewing this cuftom to have been univerfal,
that all thofe nations which affifted in over-
turning the Roman Empire, though many
and various, adopted the fame mead{ures ;
for we find it a general maxim in their
polity, that whoever fhould fall into thejr
hands as a prifoner of war, fhould imme-
diately be reduced to the condition of a
flave.

It may here, perhaps, be not unworthy
of remark, that the involuntary were of
greater antiquity than the voluntary {laves,
‘The latter are firft mentioned in the time of
Pharaoh : they could have arifen only in a
ftate of fociety; when property, after its
divifion, had become fo unequal, as to mul-
tiply the wants of individuals; and when
government, after its eftablithment, had
given fecurity to the pofleflor by the punith-
ment of crimes. Whereas the former feem
to be dated with more propriety from the
days of Nimrod ; who gave rife probably to
that infeparable idea of viclory and fervitude,
which we find among the nations of anti-
quity, and which has exifted uniformly fince,

in
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in one country or another, to the prefent
day.* '

Add to this, that they might have arifen
even in a ftate of nature, and have been coe-
val with the quarrels of mankind.

C H A P. I

But it was not victory alone, or any pre-
. {uppofed right, founded in the damages of
war, that afforded a pretence for invading
- the liberties of mankind: the honourable
' light, in which piracy was confidered in the
. uncivilized ages of the world, contributed
- not a little to the favery of the human {pe-
. cies. Piracy had a very early beginning.
<« The Grecians,” § fays Thucydides, ¢ in
% ¢¢ their primitive ftate, as well as the con-
. ¢ temporary barbarians, who inhabited the
. ¢ fea coafts and iflands, gave themfelves
‘¢ wholly to it ; it was, in fhort, their only
¢ profeffion and fupport.” The writings

* « Proud Nimrod firft the bloody chace began,
¢ A mighty hunter, and his prey was man.”
Pore.
+ Thucydides, L. 1. {ub initiq.

of
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of Homer are fufficient of themfelves to
eftablith ‘this account.  They fhew it to
have been a common pradtice at fo early a
period as that of the Trojan war; and
abound with many lively defcriptions of it,
which, had they been as groundle(s as they
are beautiful, would have frequently fpared
the figh of the reader of fenfibility and
refle&ion. '

The piracies, which were thus practifed
in the early ages, may be confidered as pué-
lick or private. In the former, whole crews
embarked for the +-benefit of their refpec-
tive tribes. They made defcents on the
fea coafts, carried off cattle, furprized whole
villages, put many of the inhabitants to the
fword, and carried others into {lavery.

In the latter, individuals only were con-
cerned, and the emolument was their own.
Thefe Ianded from their fhips, and, going
up into the country, concealed themfelves
in the woods and thickets; where they
waited every opportunity of catching the

+ Idem. — — — < the ftrongeft,”” fays he, ¢ engaging
€ in thefe adventures, Képdss 78 9¢]sgs al7dy Erena i T9ls

« &7levias Toopiis.”
unfortunate
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unfortunate thepherd or hufbandman alone.
In this fituation they fallied out upon him,
dragged him on board, conveyed him to a
' foreign market, and fold him for a flave.
To this kind of piracy Ulyfles alludes,
in oppofition to the former, which he had
been juft before mentioning, in his quef-
~tion to Eumceus.
# <« Did pirates wait, till all thy friends were wone,
¢¢ To catch thee fingly with thy flocks alone ;

<« Say, did they force thee from thy fleecy care,
¢ And from thy fields tranfport and fell thee here 2

But no picture, perhaps, of this mode of
depredation, is equal to that, with which ks
- Xenophon prefents us in the fimple narrative
- of a dance. He informs us that the Gre-
- cian army had concluded a peace with the
Paphlagonians, and that they entertained
their embafladors in confequence with a ban-
quet, and the exhibition of various feats of
activity.  ¢¢ When the Thracians,” fays he,
¢ had performed the parts allotted them in
““ this entertainment, fome /Enianian and
*¢ Magnetian foldiers rofe up, and, accoutred

* Homer. Odyfs. L. 15. 385.
} Xenoph. Kugs Aye€. L. 6. fub initio,

(11 in
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in their proper arms, exhibited that dance,
which is called Karpea. The figure of
it is thus. One of them, in the character
of an hufbandman, is feen to till his land,
and is obferved, as he drives his plough,
to look frequently behind him, as if ap-
prehenfive of danger. Another imme-
diately appears in fight, in the chara&er
of a robber. The hufbandman, having
feen him previoufly advancing, fnatches
up his arms. A battle enfues before the
plough. The whole of this performance
is kept in perfe@ time with the mufick
of the flute. At length the robber, hay-
ing got the better of the hufbandman,
binds him, and drives him off with his
team. Sometimes it happens that the
hutbandman fubdues the robber: ip this
cafe the fcene is only reverfed, as the
latter is then bougd and driven off by
the former.”

It is fearcely neceflary tq obferve, that

this dance was a reprefentation of the gene-
ral manners of men, in the more uncivili-
zed ages of the world ; fhewing that the
hufbandman and thepherd lived in continual

alarm,
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f aiarm, and that there were people in thofe
- ages, who derived their pleafures and for-

| tuncs from Zidnapping and enflaving their
| fellow creatures.

We may now take notice of a circum-
ftance in this narration, which will lead us
to a review of our firft aflertion on this
point, “ that the honourable light, in which
¢ piracy was confidered in the times of bar-
“¢ barifm, contributed not a little to the
¢¢ flavery of the human fpecies.” The rob-
ber is reprefented here as frequently defeat-
ed in his attempts, and as reduced to that
deplorable fituation, to which he was en-
deavouring to bring another. This fhews
the frequent difficulty and danger of his un-
dertakings : people would not tamely refign
their lives or liberties, without a ftruggle,
They were fometimes prepared ; were (-
perior often, in many points of view, to
thefe invaders of their liberty ; there were
an hundred accidental circumflances fre-
quently in their favour. Thefe adventures
therefore required all the ikill, ftrength,
agility, valour, and every thing, in thort,
that may be fuppofed to conftitute heroifin,

to
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to conduct them with fuccefs.  Upon this
idea piratical expeditions firft came into
repute, and their frequency afterwards, to-
gether with the danger and fortitude, that
were infeparably conneCted with them,
brought them into fuch credit among the
barbarous nations of antiquity, that of all
human profeffions, piracy was the moft ho-
nourable.*

The notions then, which were thus an-
nexed to piratical expeditions, did not fail
to produce thofe confequences, which we
have mentioned before. They afforded an
opportunity to the views of avarice and am-
bition, to conceal themfelves under the mafk of
virtue. They excited a fpirit of enterprize,
of all others the moft irrefiftible, as it f{ub-
fifted on the ftrongeft principles of acion,
emolument and honour. Thus could the
vileft of paffions be gratified with impu-
nity. People were robbed, ftolen, murder-
ed, under the pretended idea that thefe were

* du by evros @o Aloxurmy TiTs TX Loyou, oo ]G P T4
a0¥is pearnoy.  Thucydides, L. 1. fub initio.

it wrrtes 7§70 of KiAuwss évbpulor.  Sextus Empiricus.

¥r adofor dan’ Bdolop 7i7o.  Schol. &c. &c.

reputable
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reputable adventures: every enormity in
thort was committed, and drefled up in
the habiliments of honour.

But as the notions of men in the lefs
barbarous ages, which followed, became
more corre¢ted and refined, the pra&ice of
piracy began gradually to difappear. It
had hitherto been fupported on the grand
columns of emolument and bonour. When
the latter therefore was removed, it receiv-
ed a confiderable fhock ; but, alas! it had
ftill a pillar for its fupport! gvarice, which
exifts in all ftates, and which is ready to
turn every invention to its own ends, ftrain-
ed hard for its prefervation. It had been
produced in the ages of barbarifm; it had
been pointed out in thofe ages as lucrative,
and under this notion it was continued.
People were ftill ftolen; many were inter-
cepted (fome, in their purfuits of pleafure,
others, in the difcharge of their feveral oc-
cupations) by their own countrymen ; who
previoufly laid in wait for them, and fold
them afterwards for flaves; while others
feized by mérchants, who traded on the
different coafts, were torn from their friends

and
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and conneftions, and carried into flavery.
The merchants of Theflaly, if we can credit
* Ariftophanes who never fpared the vices
of the times, were particularly infamous for
the latter kind of depredation ; the Athenians
were notorious for the former; for they
had practifed thefe robberies to fuch an alarm-
ing degree of danger to individuals, that it
was found neceflary to enac a f law, which
punifhed kidnappers with death —But this
is f{ufficient for our prefent purpofe; it
will enable us to affert, that there were two
clafles of involuntary flaves among the an-
cients, ‘ of thofe who were taken publick-
¢ ly in a ftate of war, and of thofe who
¢¢ were privately ftolen in a ftate of inno-
¢ cence and peace.” We may now add,
that the children and defcendents of thefe
compofed a third.

C H A P. 1V.

It will be proper to fay fomething here
concerning the fituation of the unfortunate

* Ariftoph. Plut. A&. 2. Scene g,
I Zenoph, Awoupnpor, L. 1.

men,
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men, who were thus doomed to a life of
fervitude, To enumerate their various em-
ployments, and to defcribe the miferies which
they endured in confequence, either from the
feverity, or the long and conftant applica-
tion of their labour, would exceed the bounds
we have propofed to the prefent work. We
thall confine ourfelves to their perfonal treat-
ment, as depending on the power of their
mafters, and the prote&ion of the law.
Their treatment, if confidered in this light,
will equally excite our pity and abhorrence.
They were beaten, flarved, tortured, mur-
dered at difcretion : they were dead in a
civil fenfe ; they had neither name nor tribe 3
were incapable of a judicial procefs ; were
in thort without appeal. « Poor unfortunate
men ! to be deprived of all poffible protec-
tion! to fuffer the bittereft of injuries with-
out the poffibility of redrefs! to be con-
demned unheard ! to be murdered with im-
punity ! to be confidered as dead in that
ftate, the very members of which they were

{upporting by their labours !
Yet fuch was their general fituation :
there were two places however, where their
B condition,
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condition, if confidered in this point'of view;
was more tolerable. The Agyptian {flave,
though perhaps of all others . the greateft
drudge, yet if he had time to reach the
% temple of Hercules, found a certain re<
treat from the perfecution of his mafter;
and he received additional comfort from the
refletion, that his life, whether he could
reach it or not, could not be taken with
impunity. Wife and falutary +law! how
often muft it have curbed the infolence of
power, and ftopped thofe paffions in their
progrefs, which had otherwife been deftruc-
tive to the flave !

But though the perfons of flaves were
thus grezitly fecured in Egypt, yet there
was no place fo favourable to them ag
Athens.  'They were allowed a greater li-
berty of fpeech ;i they had their convivial
meetings, their amours, their hours of re-

# Herodotus. L. 2. 113.

+ ¢ Apud Zgyptios, fi quis fervum fponte occiderat, eum
¢ morte damnari =que ac fi liberum occidiflet, jubebant leges
¢ &c.”” Diodorus Sic. L. 1.

T ¢ Atq id ne vos miremini, Homines fervulos

¢¢ Potare, amare, atq ad ccenam condicere.
¢ Licet hoc Athenis,
¢¢ Plautus. Sticho.
laxation,
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laxation, pleafantry, and mirth ; they were
treated, in fhort, with fo much humanity
in general, as to occafion that obfervation
of Demofthenes, in his fecond Philippick,
¢¢ that the condition of a flaye, at Athens,
“ was preferable to that of a free citizen,
¢ In many other countries.” But if any
exception happened (which was fometimes
the cafe) from the general treatment de-
feribed ; if perfecution took the place of
lenity, and made the fangs of fervitude more
pointed than before,* they had then their
temple, like the Agyptian, for refuge ;
where the legiflature was fo attentive, as to
examine their complaints, and to order them,
if they were founded in juftice, to be fold
to another mafter. Nor was this all : they
had a privilege infinitely greater than the
whole of thefe. They were allowed an op~
portunity of working for themfelves, and
if their diligence had procured them a fum
equivalent with their ranfom, they could

¥ BT i nodTicoy it eie 75 Ourdiop
 Doapery, el I Gos iy ewdy @G,
 pévew.”  Ariftoph. Horz,
Kaws ordde weoyucty dde TPATIY
AiTg7v.  Eupolis. moness,
B2 immedi-
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immediately, on paying it down,} demand
their freedom for ever. This law was, of
all others, the moft important ; as the prof-
pe& of liberty, which it afforded, muft
have been a continual fource of the moft
pleafing refletions, and have greatly {weet-
ened the draught, even of the moft bitter
flavery.

Thus then, to the eternal honour of
/Egypt and Athens, they were the only
places that we can find, where flaves were
confidered with any humanity at all. The
reft of the world feemed to vie with each
other, in the debafement and oppreflion of
thefe unfortunate people. They ufed them
with as much feverity as they chofe; they
meafured their treatment only by their own
paflion and caprice ; and, by leaving them
on every occafion, without the pofiibility
of an appeal, they rendered their fituation

1 To this privilege Plautus alludes in his Ca/ina, where he
introduces a flave, fpeaking in the following manner.
¢¢ Quid tu me ver0 libertate territas?
¢ Quod fi tu nolis, filiufque etiam tuus
¢¢ Vobis inwvitis, atq amborum ingratiis,

< Una libella liber poffum fieri.

) the
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the moft melancholy and intolerable, that
can poffibly be conceived.

C H A P. V.

As we have mentioned the barbarous and
inhuman treatment that generallly fell to
the lot of flaves, it may not be amifs to in-
quire into the wvarious circumitances by
which it was produced.

The firft circumftance, from whence it
originated, was the commerce : for if men
could be confidered as poﬂéﬁom ; if, like
cattle, they could be bought and fold, it will
not be difficult to fuppofe, that they could
be held in the fame confideration, or treat-
ed in the fame manner. The commerce
therefore, which was begun in the primi-
tive ages of the world, by clafling them with
the b;utal {pecies, and by habituating the
mind to confider the terms of druze and
Slawve as_fynonimous, {oon caufed them to be
viewed in a low and defpicable light, and
as greatly inferiour to the human {pecies.
Hence proceeded that treatment, which
might not unreafonably be fuppofed to arife

B3 from
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from fo low an eftimation. They were
tamed, like beafts, by the ftings of hunger
and the lath, and their education was di-
rected to the fame end, to make them com-
modious inftruments of labour for their
pofleflors. ‘

This treatment, which thus proceeded in
the ages of barbarifin, from the low eftima-.
tion, in which {laves were unfortunately
held from the circumftances of the com-
merce, did not fail of producing, in the
fame inftant, its own effe@. It deprefled
their minds; it numbed their faculties ;
and, by preventing thofe fparks of genius
from blazing forth, which had otherwife
been confpicuous ; it gave them the appear-
ance of being endued with inferiour capa-
cities than the reft of mankind, 'This ef-
fect of the freatment had made fo confide-
rable a progrefs, as to have been a matter
of obfervation in the days of Homer.

* For half his fenfes Jove conveys away,
W¥hom once ke dooms to fee the Jervile day.

* Homer. Odyf. P, 32z. 1In the lateft edition of Homer,
the word, which we have tranflated /fenfes, is ApeTi, Or wirtue,
but the old and proper reading is Noj¢, as appears from Plato
de Legibus, ch, 6, where he quotes it on a fimilar occafion.

Thus,

™
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Thus then did the commerce, by clafling
them originally with &rufes, and the con-
fequent treatment, by cramping their adi-
lities, and hindering them from becoming
confpicuous, give to thefe unfortunate peo-
ple, at a very early period, the moft unfa-
vourable appearance. 'The rifing generati-
ons, who received both the commerce and
treatment from their anceftors, and who
had always been accuftomed to behold their
effects, did not confider thefe gfec?s as inci-
dental : they juciged only from what they
faw ; they believed the appearances to be
real ; and hence arofe the combined prin-
ciple, that flaves were an znferiour order
of men, and perfeGtly void of underfland-
ing. Upon this principle it was, that the
former treatment began to be fully con-
firmed and eftablifhed ; and as this principle
was handed down and difleminated, fo it
became, in fucceeding ages, an excu/e. for
any feverity, that defpotifm might fuggeft.

We may obferve here, that as all nations
had this excufe in common, as arifing from
the circumflances above-mentioned, {0 the
Greeks firft, and the Romans afterwards,

B4 had
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had an additional excif, as arifing from their
own vanity.

The former having conquered Troy, and
having united themfelves under one com-
mon name and intereft, began, from that
period, to diftinguith the reft of the world by
the title of bardarians inferring by fuch an
appellation, * ¢ that they were men whowere
““ only noble in their own country ; that they
“¢ had no right, from their nature, to authority
*“or command; that, on the contrary, fo
“ low were their capacities, they were def-
““ tined by nature 2o obey, and to live in a
““ flate of perpetual drudgery and {fubjuga-
““tion.” Conformable with this opinion
was the treatment, which was accordingly
prefcribed to a barbarian. The philofopher
Ariftotle himfelf, in the advice which he
gave to his pupil Alexander, before he went
upon his Afiatick expedition, t intreated him
to ““ ufe the Greeks, as it became a general,

¢ Ariftotle. Polit. Ch. z. et infeq.

T EAnicy fysponinas, 7ots BapCepor; Pegardlimd's XpLo-
farr 3 78y Wiy e ¢irey ) oixelwy (miperéiolas, Tois £ oSs
Wous i ouldis wgoraegicbur, Plutarch, de Fortun. Alexand.
Orat. 1, :

€¢ but
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f¢ but the barbariars, as it became a mafler ;
«¢ confider, fays he, the former as friends
““ and domefticks ; but thelatter, as brutesand
“ plants ;” inferring that the Greeks, from
the fuperiority of their capacities, had a
natural right to dominion, and that the reft
of the world, from the inferiority of their
own, were to be confidered and treated as
the 7rrational part of the creation.

Now, if we confider that this was the
treatment, which they judged to be abfo-
lutely proper for people of this defcription,
and that their flaves were uniformly thofe,
whom they termed barbarians; being gene-
rally fuch, as were either kidnapped from
Barbary, or purchafed from the jarbarian
conquerors in their wars with one another
we fhall immediately fee, with what an ad-
ditional excufe their own vanity had fur-
nithed them for the fallies of caprice and
pafiion.

To refute thefe cruel fentiments of the
ancients, and to thew that their flaves were
by no means an inferiour order of beings
than themfelves, may perhaps be confidered
as an unneceflary tafk ; particularly, as hav-

mng
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~ing fhewn, that the caufes of this inferiout
appearance were #ncidental, arifing, on the
one hand, from the combined effe@s of the
treatment and commerce, and, on the other,
from wvanity and pride, we feem to have re-
futed them already. But we truft that fome
few obfervations, in vindication of thefe
unfortunate people, will neither be unac-
ceptable nor improper.

How then thall we begin the refutation ?
Shall we fay with Seneca, who faw many
of the flaves in queftion, ¢ What isa knight,
““or alibertine, or a flave? Are they not
“* names, aflumed either from snjury or am-
“ bition?” Or, thall we fay with him on
another occafion, ¢ Let us confider that he,
“ whom we call our flave, is born in the
¢ fame manner as ourfelves ; that he enjoys
“ the fame fky, with all its heavenly lumi-
“ naries ; that he breathes, that he lives, in
¢¢ the fame manner as ourfelves, and, in the
¢¢ fame manner, that he expires.” ‘Thefe
confiderations, we confefs, would furnifh
us with a plentiful fource of arguments in
the cafe before us ; but we decline their
affiftance. How then fhall we begin ? Shall

we
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we enumerate the many inftances of fidelity,
patience, or valour, that are recorded of the
fervile race ? Shall we enumerate the many
important fervices, that they rendered both
to the individuals and the community, un-
der whom they lived? Here would be a
fecond fource, from whence we could col-
le& fufficient materials to fthew, that there
was no inferiority in their nature. But we
decline to ufe them. We fhall content
onrfelves with fome few inftances, that re-
late to the gemsus only: we fhall mention
- the names of thofe of a fervile condition,
whofe writings, having efcaped the wreck
of time, and having been handed down even
to the prefent age, are now to be feen, as
fo many living monuments, that neither the
Grecian, nor Roman genius, was fuperiour
to their own. ‘

The firft, whom we fhall mention here, -
is the famous Alfop. He was a Phrygian
by birth, and lived in the time of Creefus,
king of Lydia, to whom he dedicated his
fables. 'The writings of this great man, in
whatever light we confider them, will be
cqually entitled to our admiration. But we

are
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are well aware, that the very mention of
him as a writer of fables, may depreciate him
in the eyes of fome. To fuch we fhall
propofe a queftion, ¢ Whether this {pecies
¢ of writing has not been more beneficial
¢“ to mankind ; or whether it has not pro-
“ duced more important events, than any
¢ other ?”

With refpe to the firft confideration, it
is evident that thefe fables, as confifting of
plain and fimple tranfactions, are parti-
cularly eafy to be underftood ; as convey-
ed in images, they pleafe and feduce the
mind; and, as containing a moral, eafily
deducible on the fide of virtue; that they
afford, at the fame time, the moft weighty
precepts of philofophy. Here then are the
two grand points of compofition, ‘“a man-
““ ner of expreflion to be apprehened by the
““ loweft capacities, and, * (what is con-
¢ fidered as a victory in the art) an happy
‘¢ conjunction of utility and pleafure.”
Hence Quintilian recommends them, as fin-
gularly ufeful, and as admirably adapted,_
to the puerile age; asa juft gradation be-

¥ Omne tulit pun&um, qui mifcuit utile dulei, Horace,
tween
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tween the language of the nurfe and the
preceptor, and as furnithing maxims of pru-
dence and virtue, at a time when the {pecu-
lative principles of philofophy are too dif-
ficult to be underftood. Hence alfo, having
been introduced by moft civilized nations.
into their f{yftem of education, they have
produced that general benefit, to which we
at firft alluded. Nor have they been of lefs
confequence in maturity ; but particularly
to thofe of inferiour capacities, or little eru-
dition, whom they have frequently ferved
as a guide to conduct them in life, and as a
medium, through which an explanation
might be made, on many and important oc-
ccafions.

With refpet to the latter confideration,
which is eafily deducible from hence, we
thall only appeal to the wonderful effe&,
which the fable, pronounced by Demofthe-
nes againft Philip of Macedon, produced
among his hearers; or to the fable, which
was fpoken by Menenius Agrippa to the
Roman populace; by which an illiterate
multitude were brought back to their duty

as
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as citizens, when no other fpecies of ora=
tory could prevail.

To thefe truly sngenious, and Philofophical
works of Afop, we fthall add thofe of his
imitator Pheedrus, which in purity and ele-
gance of ftyle, are inferiour to none,
We fhall add alfo the Lyrick Poetry of Alc-
man, which is no fervi compofition ; the
fublime Morals of Epi@etus, and the incom-
parable comedies of Terence,

Thus then does it appear, that the excufe
which was uniformly ftarted in defence of
the zreatment of flaves, had no foundation
whatever either in truth or juftice. The
inftances that we have mentioned above, are
{ufficient to thew, that there was no inferi-
ority, either in their nature, or their under-
ftandings : and at the fame time that they
refute the principles of the ancients, they
afford a valuable lefion to thofe, who have
been accuftomed to form too precipitate a
judgment on the abilities of men: for, alas!
how - often has Jeeret anguiflh deprefled the
{pirits of thofe, whom they have frequent-
ly cenfured, from their gloomy and deje@ed
appearance | and how often, on the other

hand
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hand, has their judgment refulted from their -
own wvanity and pride !

"C H A P. VL

We proceed now to the confideration of"
the commerce : in confequence of which, peo-
ple, endued with the fame feelings and fa=
culties as ourfelves, were made fubje& to
the laws and limitations of po/fe/fion.

This commerce of the human f{pecies was
‘of a very early date. It was founded on the
idea that men were property; and, as this
idea was coeval with the firft order of /v~
luntary flaves, it mufl have arifen, (if the
date, which we previoufly affixed to that
oorder, be right) in the firft pracices of bar-
ter. The Story of Jofeph, as recorded in
the facred writings, whom his brothers fold
from an envious fufpicion of his future
greatnefs, is an ample teftimony of the truth
of this conjeture, It thews that there were
men, even at that early period, who travel-
led up and down as merchants, colle¢ting
not only balm, myrrh, fpicery, and other
wares, but the human fpecies alfo, for the

purpofes
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purpofes of traffick. The inftant determis
nation of the brothers, on the firft fight of
the merchants, 7o f6// him, and the imme-
diate acquiefcence of thefe, who purchafed
him for a foreign market, prove that this
commerce had been then eftablithed, not
‘only in that part of the country, where
this tranfaction happened, but in that alfo,
whither the merchants were then travelling
with their camels, namely, Agypt: and they
thew farther, that, as all cuftoms require
time for their eftablifhment, o it muft have
exifted in the ages, previous to that of Pha-
raoh ; that is, in thofe ages, in which we
fixed the firft date of involuntary fervitude.
This commerce then, as appears by the pre-
fent inftance, exifted in the earlieft practices
of barter, and had defcended to the Agyp-
tians, through as long a period of time, as
was {ufficient to have made it, in the times
alluded to, an eftablithed cuftom. Thus
was gypt, in thofe days, the place of the
greateft refort; the grand emporium of trade,
to which pecple were driving their mer-
chandize, as to a centre; and thus did it
afford, among other opportunities of traffick,

. the
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the fir/t market that is recorded, for the fale
of the human fpecies,

This market, which was thus fupplied
by the conftant concourfe of merchants,
who reforted to it from various parts, could
not fail, by thefe means, to have been con-
fiderable. It rececived, afterwards, an addi-
tional fupply from thofe piracies, which we
mentioned- to have exifted in the uncivili~
zed ages of the world, and which, in fadt,
it greatly promoted and encouraged; and-
it became, from thefe united circumftances,
fo famous, as to have been known, within
a few centuries from the time of Pharaoh,
both to the Grecian colonies in Afia, and
the Grecian iflands. Homer mentions Cy-
prus and ZEgypt as the common markets
for flaves, about the times of the Trojan
war. Thus Antinous, offended with Uly{-
fes, threatens to-fend him to * one of thefe
places, if he does not inftantly depart
from his table. The fame poet alfo, in
his & hymn to Bacchus, mentions them

* Mil Tdoget winpiy A tywr’lov % Kuvrgov idwes. Hom. Odyfl.
L. 17. 448. ;
t L. 26.

- C again,
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again, but in a more unequivocal manner,
as the common markets for flaves. He takes
occafion, in that hymn, to defcribe the pi-
rates method of fcouring the coaft, from the
circumftance of their having kidnapped Bac-
chus, as a noble youth, for whom they ex-
pected an immenfe ranfom. The captain of

the vefiel, having dragged him on board, is

reprefented as addrefling himfelf thus, to
the fteerfman :

¢ Haul in the tackle, hoift aloft the fail,

¢ Then take your helm, and watch the doubtful gale !
¢ T'o mind the captive prey, be our’s the care,

¢« While you to Zgypt or to Cyprus fteer

 There fhall he go, unlefs his friends he’ll tell,

¢ Whofe ranfom-gifts will pay us full as well.”

It may not perhaps be confidered as a di-
greffion, to mention in few words, by itfelf,
the wonderful concordance of the writings
of Mofes and Homer with the cafe before
us: not that the former, from their divine
authority, want additional fupport, but be-
caufe it cannot be unpleafant to fee them
confirmed by a perfon, who, being one of
the earlieft writers, and living in a very

remote age, was the firft that could afford
us any additional proof of the circum-

: ftances
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ftances above-mentioned. /Egypt is re-
prefented, in the firft book of the facred
writings, as a market for flaves, and, in the
# fecond, as famous for the feverity of its
fervitude. f The fame line, which we have
already cited from Homer, conveys to us
the fame ideas. It points it out as a mar-
ket for the human {pecies, and by the epi-
thet of ¢ birter Egypt,” (4 which epithet
is peculiarly annexed to it on this occafion)
alludes in the ftrongeft manner to that feve=
rity and rigour, of which the facred hifto-
rian tranfmitted us the firft account. ‘
But, to return. Though Aigypt was the
firft market recorded for this fpecies of
traffick ; and though ZEgypt, and Cyprus
afterwards, were particularly diftinguifthed
for it, in the times of the Trojan war; yet
they were not the only places, even at that
period, where ‘men were bought and fold.
The Odyfley of Homer fhews that it was
then practifed in many of the iflands of the

* Exodus. Ch. 1.

Vide note 1it. page 33.

+ This ftrikes us the more forcibly, as it is ftiled ¢upec/uy
and @ipiarrez, beautiful and well watered,” in all other
paffages where it is mentioned, but this.

Caz2 Ageean
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Zgeean fea; and the Iliad, that it had taken
place among thofe Grecians on the continent
“of Europe, who had embarked from thence
on the Trojan expedition. This appears
particularly at the end of the feventh book.
A fleet is defcribed there, as having juft
arrived from Lemnos, with a fupply of wine
for the Grecian camp. The merchants are
defcribed alfo, as immediately expofing it to
fale, and as receiving in exchange, among
otherarticles of barter, “ z number of flaves.”
It will now be fufficient to obferve, that,
as other ftates arofe, and as circumftances
contributed to make them known, this
cuftom is difcovered to have exifted among
them; that it travelled over all Afia; that
it {pread through the Grecian and Roman
world ; was in ufe among the barbarous na-
tions, which overturned the Roman empire ;
and was practifed therefore, at the fame
period, throughout all Europe.

C H A P. VIIL

This flavery and commerce, which had con-
tinued for fo long a time, and which was
thus
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thus practifed in Europe at fo late a period
as that, which fucceeded the’grand revolu-
tions in the weftern world, began, as the
northern nations were fettled in their con-
queﬂ:s, to decline, and, on their full eftab-
lithment, were abolifhed. A difference of
opinion has arifen refpeCting the caufe
of their abolition; fome having aflerted,

that they were the neceflary confequences
of the feudal fyftem ; while others, fuperiour
both in number and in argument, have main-
tained that they were the natural effects of
Chriftianity. The mode of argument, which
the former adopt on this occafion, is as fol-
lows. ¢ The multitude of little ftates,
¢¢ which {prang up from one great one at
¢¢ this Ara, occafioned infinite bickerings
< and matter for contention. There was
““not a ftate or feignory, which did not
< want all the hands they could mufter, ei-
“¢ ther to defend their own right, or to dif=
¢ pute that of their = neighbours. Thus
“every man was taken into the fervice:
¢ whom they armed they muft truft: and
¢ there could be no truft but in free men.

C3 | « Thus
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¢¢ Thus the barrier between the two natures
““was thrown down, and favery was™no
““ more heard of, in the wef”> -
That this was not ‘the neceffary confe-
quence of fuch a fituation, is . apparent.
The political ftate of Greece, in its early”
hiftory, was the fame as that of Europe,
when divided, by the feudal fyftem, into
an infinite number of fmall and indepen-
dent kingdoms. 'There was the fame matter
therefore for contention, and the {fame call for
all the hands that could be muftered : the
Grecians, in thort, in the eroick, were in the
fame fituation in thefe refpets as the Jeudal
barons in the Gozhick times. Had this there-
fore been a necefary effe@, there had been
a ceflation of fervitude in Greece, in thofe
ages, in ‘'which we have already fhewn that
it exifted.

" But with refpedt to Chrifftianity, many
and great are the arguments, that it occa-
fioned fo defirable an event. It taught,
¢ that all men were originally equal ; that
¢¢ the Deity was no refpecter of perfons, and
- ¢ that, as all men were to glve an account
¥ of their actions hereafter, it was neceflary
¢ that
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¢t that they fhould be free.” 'Thefe doc-
trines could not fail of having their proper
influence on thofe, who firlt embraced Chri/-
tianity, from a conviction of its truth; and
on thoﬁ; of their defcendents afterwards,
"'-:"_whe, by enoafrmg in the crufades, and ha-
z&udmo “their lives and fortunes there, thew-
“ ed, at leaft, an aftachment to that religion.
We find them accordinglya&uated by thefe
- principles : we have a pofitive proof, that
the feudal [jftem-had no fhare in the honour
of fupprefling {lavery, but that Chryffianity
was the only caufe 5 for the greateft part of
.the charters which were granted for the free-
dom of flaves in thofe times (many of which
are {hll extant) were granted ¢ pro amore
£¢ Dez, pro merade anime,” They were
founded, in fhort, on rehglous coniiderati-
ons, ‘¢ that they might procure the favour .
- ¢ of the Deity, which they conceived them-
¢¢ fclves to have forfeited, by the fubjuga-
¢ tion of thofe, whom they found to be
¢¢ the objects of the divine benevolence and
€¢ attention equally with themfelves.
~ Thefe confiderations, which had thus
their firft origin in Chriflianity, began to
C 4 produce



40 -ON THE SLAVERY AND CoMMERCE

produce their effe@s, as the different nati-
ons were converted ; and procured that gene-
ral liberty at laft, which, at the clofe of
the twelfth century, was confpicuous in the
weft of Europe, What a glorious and im-
portant change ! Thofe, who would have had
otherwife no hopes, but that their miferies
- would be terminated by death, were then
freed from their fervile condition ; thofe,
who, by the laws of war, would have
had otherwife an immediate profpe&t of fer-
vitude from the hands of their imperious
conquerors, were then exchanged ; a cuftom,
which has happily defcended to the prefent
day. Thus, ““a numerous clafs of men,
“ who formerly had no political exiftence,
“¢ and were employed merely as inftruments
““ of labour, became ufeful citizens, and
¢ contributed towards augmenting the force
“or riches of the fociety, which adopted
‘“ them as members;” and thus did the
greater part of the Europeans, by their
condu& on this occafion, aflert not only
liberty for themfelves, but for their fellow-
creatures al{o,

CHAP,
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C H A P. VIIL

But if men therefore, at a time when un-
der the influence of religion they exerci-
{ed their ferious thoughts, abolithed flavery,
how impious muft they appear, who revi-
ved it; and what arguments will not prefent
themfelves againft their condu&@ ! * The Por-
tugueze, within two centuries after its {up-
preflion in Europe, in imitation of thofe
piractes, which we have fhewn to have
exifted in the wuncivilized ages of the
world, made their defcents on Africa, and
committing depredations on the coaft, ¥

St

* The following fhort hiftory of the African fervitude, is
taken from Aftley’s Colle&ion of Voyages, and from the uni-
ted teftimonies of Smyth, Adanfon, Bofman, Moore, and
others, who were agents to the different fatories eftablifhed
there ; who refided many years in the country ; and publithed
their refpective hiftories at their return. Thefe writers, if
they are partial at all, may be confidered as favourable rather
to their own countrymen, than the unfortunate Africans.

1 We would not wifh to be underflood, that flavery was
unknown in Africa before the piratical expeditions of the
Portuguefe, as it appears from the Nubiar’s Geography, that
both the flavery and commerce had been eftablifhed ambng the
natives with one another.  'We mean only to affert, that the

. Portuguefe
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Jirft carried the wretched inhabitants into
flavery. '

This practice, however trifling and par-
tial it might appear at firft, foon became
ferious and general. A melancholy inftance
of the depravity of human nature; as it
thews, that neither the laws nor religion of
aily country, however excellent the forms
of each, are fufficient to bind the confcien-
ces of fome ; but that there are always men,
of every age, country, and perfuafion, who
are ready to facrifice their deareft principles
at the fhrine of gain. Our own anceftors,
together with the Spaniards, French, and
molt of the maritime powers of Europe,
foon followed the piratical example ; and
thus did the Europeans, to their eternal
infamy, renew a cuftom, which their ows
anceftors had {o lately exploded, from a
conferentioyfnefs of its impicty.

Portuguefe were the firlt of the E uropeans, who made their pira-
tical expeditions, and fhewed the way to that Savery, which
now makes fo difgraceful a figure in the weftern colonies of
the Europeans. In the term ¢ Europeans,” wherever it fhall
occur in the remaining part of this firft differtation, we include

“the Portuguefe, and thofe nations only, who followed their ex-
ample,

The
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The unfortunate Africans, terrified at
thefe repeated depredations, fled in confufion
from the coaft, and fought, in the interiour
parts of the country, a retreat from the per-
fecution of their invaders. But, alas, they
were miferably difappointed ! There are few
retreats, that can efcape the penetrating eye
of dvarice. The Europeans ftill purfued
them; they entered their rivers; failed up
into the heart of the country ; furprized the
unfortunate Africans again; and carried
them into flavery. \

But this condud, though fuccefsful at
firft, defeated afterwards its own ends. It
created a more general alarm, and pointed
out, at the fame inftant, the beft method of
fecurity from future depredations. The
banks of the rivers were accordingly defert-
ed, as the coafts had been before ; and thus
were the Chriffian invaders left without a
profpec of their prey.

In this fituation however, expedients were
not wanting. They now formed to them-
felves the refolution of fettling in the coun-

by
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try; of fecuring themfelves. by fortified
pofts; of changing their fyftem of force
into that of pretended liberality; and of
opening, by every fpecies of bribery and
corruption, a communication with the na-
tives. Thefe plans were put into imme-
diate execution. The Europeans erected
their * forts; landed their merchandize ;
and endeavoured, by a peaceable deportment,
by prefents, and by every appearance of mu-
nificence, to feduce the attachment and con-
fidence of the Africans. Thefe fchemes
had the defired effe@t. The gaudy trappings
of European art, not only caught their at-
tention, but excited their curiofity : they
dazzled the eyes and bewitched the fenfes,
not only of thofe, to whom they were given,
but of thofe, to whom they were thewn.
Thus followed a {peedy intercourfe with each
other, and a confidence, highly favourable
to the views of avarice or ambition.

It was now time for the Europeans to
embrace the opportunity, which this inter-

* The Portuguefe ereted their firft fort at D’Elming, in the
year 1481, about forty years after Alonzo Gonzales had
pointed the Southern Africans out to his countrymen as arti-
¢les of commerce.

courfe |
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courfe had thus afforded them, of carrying
their {chemes into execution, and of fixing
them on fuch a permanent foundation, as
thould fecure them future fuccefs. They
had already difcovered, in the different in-
terviews obtained, the chiefs of the African
tribes.  They paid their court therefore to
thefe, and fo compleatly intoxicated their
fenfes with the luxuries, which they brought
from home, as to be able to feduce them
to their defigns. A treaty of peace and
commerce was immediately concluded: it
was agreed, that the kings, on their part,
thould, from this period, fenténce prifoners
of war and convicts to European fervitude
and that the Europeans fhould fupply
them, in return, with the luxuries of the
north. This agreement immediately took
place ; and thus begun that commerce, which
makes f{o confiderable a figure at the prefent
day. 4
But happy had the Africans been, if thofe
only, who had been juftly conviGted of
crimes, or taken in a juft war, had been
fentenced to the feverities of fervitude !
How many of thofe miferies, which after-

wards
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wards attended them, had been never known ;
and how would their hiftory have faved thofe
fighs and emotions of pity, which muft now
ever accompany its perufal. The Euro-
peans, on the eftablithment of their weftern
colonies, required a greater number of {laves
than a {trict adherence to the treaty could
produce. The princes therefore had only
the choice of relinquithing the commerce,
or of confenting to become unjuft. They
had long experienced the emoluments of the
trade; they had acquired a tafte for the
luxuries it afforded ; and they now beheld
an opportunity of gratifying it, but in a
more extenfive manner. Avarice therefore,
which was too powerful for juflice on this
occafion, immediately turned the fcale: not
only thofe, who were fairly convited of of-
fences, were now fentenced to fervitude, but
even thofe who were fi/pected. New crimes
were invented, that new punifhments might
fucceed. Thus was every appearance f{oon
conftrued into reality ; every fhadow into
a {ubftance; and often virtue into a crime.
Such alfo was the cafe with refpe&t to
prifoners of war. Not only thofe were now
delivered

i
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delivered into flavery, who were taken in a
ftate of publick enmity and injuftice, but
thofe alfo, who, confcious of no injury
whatever, were taken in the arbitrary ikir-
mithes of thefe venal fovereigns. War was
now made, not as formerly, from the mo-
tives of retaliation and defence, but for the
fake of obtaining prifoners alone, and the
advantages refulting from their fale. If a
thip from Europe came but into fight, it was
now confidered as a f{ufficient motive for a
war, and as a fignal only for an inftantaneous
commencement of hoftilities.

But if the African kings could be capable
of fuch injuftice, what vices are there, that
their confciences would reftrain, or what
enormities, that we might not expelt to be
committed ? When men once confent to be
unjuft, they lofe, at the fume inftant with
their virtue, a confiderable portion of that
fenfe of thame, which, till then, had been
found a fuccefsful protetor againft the fal-
lies of vice. From that awful period, al-
moft every expectation is forlorn: the heart
is left unguarded : its great proteGor is no
more : the wices therefore, which o long

encompafled
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encompafled it in vain, obtain an eafly vic-
tory : in crouds they pour into the defence-
lefs avenues, and take pofleflion of the foul :
there is nothing now too vile for them to
meditate, too impious to perform. Such
was the fituation of the defpotick fovereigns
of Africa. They had once ventured to pafs
the bounds of virtue, and they foon pro-
ceeded to enormity. This was particularly
confpicuous in that general condu&, which
they uniformly obferved, after any unfuccef- |
ful conflict. Influenced anly by the venal |
motives of European traffick, they firft made ;v
war upon the neighbouring tribes, contrary
to every principle of juftice; and if, by the
flight of the enemy, or by other contin-
gencies, they were difappointed of their
prey, they made no hefitation of immed;-
ately turning their arms againft their own
fubjetts. The firft villages they came to,
were always marked on this occafion, as
the firft objects of their avarice. Théy were
immediately furrounded, were afterwards
fet on fire, and the wretched inhabitants
feized, as they were efcaping from the
flames. Thefe, confitting of whole fami-

lies,
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lies, fathers, brothers, hufbands, wives, and
children, were inftantly driven in chains to
the merchants, and configned to flavery.

To thefe calamities, which thus arofe from
the tyranny of the kings, we may now fub-
join thofe, which arofe from the avarice of
private perfons. Many were kidnapped by
their own countrymen, who, encouraged by
the merchants of Europe, previoufly lay in
wait for them, and fold them afterwards for
flaves ; while the feamen of the different
thips, by every poflible artifice, enticed
others on board, and tran{ported them to
the regions of fervitude. '

As thefe practices are in full force at the
prefent day, it appears that there are four
orders of 7nvoluntary flaves on the African
continent ; of * convicts; of prifoners of
war 5 of thofe, who arc publickly feized by
virtue of the authority of their prince ; and

* In the ancient fervitude, we reckoned ronvi&s among the
voluntary {laves, becaufe they had it in their power, by a vir-
tuous condu&, to have aveided fo melancholy a fituation ; in
the African, we include them in the involuntary, becaufe, as
virtues are frequently conftrued into crimes, from the venal
motives of the traflick, no perfon whatever poffefles fuch a
bowver or choice,

D of
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of thofe, who are privately Zidnapped by in-
dividuals.

It remains only to obferve on this head,
that in the fale and purchafe of thefe the
African commerce or Slave Trade confifts ;
that they are delivered to the merchants of
Europe in exchange for their various com-
modities ; that thefe tranfport them to
their colonies in the weft, where their flavery
takes® place; and that a fifth order arifes
there, compofed of all fuch as are born to
the native Africans, after their tran{porta-
tion and flavery have commenced.

Having thus explained as much of the
hiftory of modern fervitude, as is fuflicient

" for the profecution of our defign, we thould
have clofed our account here, but that 2
work, juft publithed, has furnifhed us with
a fingular anecdote of the colonifts of a
neighbouring nation, which we cannot but
relate. The learned * author, having de-

% Andrew Sparrman, M. D. profeflor of Phyfick at Stock-
holm, fellow of the Royal Academy of Sciences in Sweden,
and infpe&or of its cabinet of natural hiftory, whofe voyage
was tranflated into Englifh, and publifhed in 1783.

fcribed
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fcribed the method which the Dutch colo-
nifts at the Cape make ufe of to take the
Hottentots and enflave them, takes occafion,
in many fubfequent parts of the work, to
mention the dreadful effects of the practice
of flavery; which, as he juftly remarks,
¢¢ Jeads to all manner of mifdemeanours and
¢ wickednefs. Pregnant women,” fays he,
¢¢ and children in their tendereft years, were
€¢ not at this time, neither indeed are they
‘¢ ever, exempt from the effe@s of the hatred
“¢ and {pirit of vengeance conftantly harbour-
““ ed by the colonifts, with refpet to the
“ - Bofhies-man nation; excepting fuch in-
““ deed as are marked out to be carried away .
““ into bondage.”

“ Does a colonift at any time get fight
¢ of a Bofhies-man, he takes fire im-
¢ mediately, and {pirits up his horfe and
¢ dogs, in order to hunt him with more
¢ ardour and fury than he would a wolf,
“ or any other wild beaft? On an open
¢ plain, a few colonifts on horfeback are
¢ always fure to get the better of the

+ Bothies-man, or aw:ld Hotrentor.

D2 ¢ greateft
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¢ _greateft number of Bothies-men that can
¢ be brought together; as the former always
¢ keep at the diftance of about an hun-
¢¢ dred, or an hundred and fifty paces (juft
¢¢ as they find it convenient) and charging
¢¢ their heavy fire-arms with a very large
#¢ kind of fhot, jump off their horfes, and
“¢ reft their pieces in their ufual manner on
‘¢ their ramrods, in order that they may
¢ fhoot with the greater certainty ; fo that
¢ the balls difcharged by them will fome-
¢ times, as I have been aflured, go through
¢ the bodies of fix, feven, or eight of the
“ enegmy at a time, efpecially as thefe latter
¢ know no better than to keep clofe to-
¢ gether in a body.”

“ And not only is the capture of the
¢ Hottentots confidered by them merely
‘¢ as a party of pleafure, but in cold blood
¢ they deftroy the bands which nature has
¢ knit between their hufbands, and their
¢ wives and children, &c.”

With what horrour do thefe paffages feem
to ftrike us! What indignation do they feem
to raife in our breafts, when we refle@, that
a part of the human fpecies are cenfidered

as




oF THE HumaN SpPECIES. 53

as game, and that parties of pleafure are made
“for their deftruétion! The lion does not im-
brue his claws in blood, unlefs called upon
by hunger, or provoked by interruption ;
whereas the mercilefs Dutch, more favage
than the brutes themfelves, not only mur-
der their fellow-creatures without any pro-
vocation or neceflity, but even make a di-
verfion of their fufferings, and enjoy their
pain, | ‘

End of the Firft Part.

PART
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SLAVE TRADE.

C H A P. I

S we explained the Hiftory of Slavery

in the firft part of this Effay, as

far as it was neceflary for our purpofe, we
thall now take the queftion into confidera=
tion, which we propofed at firft as the fub-
ject of our inquiry, viz. how far the com-
merce and flavery of the human fpecies, as
revived by fome of the nations of Europe
D 4 in
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in the perfons of the unfortunate Africans,
and as revived, in a great meafure, on the
principles of antiquity, are confiftent with
the laws of nature, or the common notions

of equity, as eftablithed among men.
This queftion refolves itfelf into two fe-
parate parts for difcuffion, into the African
- commerce (‘asexplained in the biftory of flavery)
and tbe fubfequent flavery in the colonies, as
Jounded on the equity of the commerce. The
. former, of courfe, will be firft examined.
For this purpefe we fhall inquire into the
rife, nature, and defign of government. Such
an inquiry will be particularly ufeful in the
prefent place; it will afford us that general
knowledge of fubordination and liberty,
which is neceffary in the cafe before us, and
will be found, as it were, a fource, to which
we may frequently refer for many and valu-

able arguments. |

It appears that mankind were originally
free, and that they poffeffed an equal right
to the foil and produce of the earth. For
proof of this, we need only appeal to the
divine writings; to the golden age of the
| pocts,
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poets, which, like-other fables of the times,
had its origin in truth; and to the inftitu-
tion of the Safurnalia, and of other fimilar
feftivals ; all of which are fo many monu-
ments of this original equality of men.
Hence then there was no rank,' no diftinc-
tion, no fuperiour. Every man wandered
where he chofe, changing his refidence, as
a fpot attracted his fancy, or fuited his
convenience, uncontrouled by his neigh-
bour, unconne ‘ted with any but his family,
Hence alfo (as every thing was common)
he colle¢ted what he chofe without injury,
and enjoyed, without injury what he had
colleted. -Such was the firft fituation of
mankind ;* a ftate of djffoczation and inde-
pendence. '

In this diffociated ftate it is 1mpoﬁible,
that men could have long continued. " The
dangers to which they muft have frequently
been expofed, by the attacks of fierce and
rapacious beafts, by the preedatory attempts
of their own {pecies, and by the difputes

* This conclufion concerning the diffociated ftate of man-
kind, is confirmed by all the early writers, with whofe defcrip-
tions of primitive times no other conclufion is reconcileable,

of
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of contiguous and independent families ;
thefe, together with their inability to de-
fend themfelves, on many f{uch occafions,
muft have incited them to unite. Hence
then was fociezy formed on the grand prin-
ciples of prefervation and defence: and as
thefe principles began to operate, in the dif-
ferent parts of the earth, where the differ-
ent families had roamed, a great number of
thefe focieties began to be formed and efta-
blithed ; which, taking to themfelves parti-
cular names from particular occurrences,
began to be perfe@ly diftin& from one
another.

As the individuals, of whom thefe focie-
ties were compofed, had affociated only for
their defence, fo they experienced, at firft,
no change in their condition. They were
ftill independent and free; they were ftill
without difcipline or laws ; they had every
thing ftill in common ; they purfued the
fame manner of life; wandering only, in
berds, as the earth gave them or refufed them
{uftenance, and doing, as a publick body,
what they had been accuftomed to do as
individuals before. This was the exa@ fitua-

tion
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tion of the * Getz and Scythians, of the
»FLybians and Getulians, of the § Italian
Aborigines, and of the || Huns and Alans.
They had left their original ftate of dzjfocza-
tion, and had ftepped into that, which has
been juft defcribed. Thus was the fecond
fituation of men a ftate of ndependent fociety.

Having thus joined themfelves together,
and having formed themfelves into feveral
large and diftin& bodies, they could not
fail of fubmitting foon to a more confide-
rable change. Their numbers muft have
rapidly increafed, and their focieties, in pro-
cefs of time, have become fo populous, as
frequently to have experienced the want of
fubfiftence, and many of the commotions
and tumults of inteftine firife. For thefe
inconveniences however there were reme-
dies to be found. Agriculture would fug-
nith them with that fubfiftence and fupport,
which the earth, from the rapid increafe of
its inhabitants, had become unable {ponta-

* Juftin. L. 2. C. z.
+ Salluft. Bell. Jug.
1 Salluft, Bell. Catil.
{| Ammianus Marcellinus. L. 31. C. 2. et infeq.

neouﬂy
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‘neoufly to produce. An affignation of pro-
perty would not only enforce an application,
but excite an emulation, to labour; and go-
vernment would at once afford a fecurity to
the acquifitions of the induftrious, and heal
the inteftine diforders of the community, by
the introduion of laws.

Such then were the remedies, that were
gradually applied. The focietses, which had
hitherto feen their members, undiftinguith-
ed ecither by authority or rank, admitted
now of magiftratical pre-eminence. ‘They
were divided into tribes ; to every tribe was
allotted a particular diftri¢ for its {upport,
and to every individual his particular {pot.
*'The Germans, who confifted of many
and various nations, were exactly in this
fituation. ‘They had advanced a ftep beyond
the Scythians, Geetulians, and thofe, whom
we defcribed before ; and thus was the third
fituation of mankind a fate of fubordinase
JSoczety,

* Agri pro Numero Cultorum b univerfis per vicos occu-

pantur, quos mox inter fe fecundum dignationem partiuntur,
Tacitus. C. 26. de Mor. Germ,

CHAP,
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C H A P. 1IL

As we have thus traced the fituation of
man from unbounded liberty to f{ubordina-
tion, it will be proper to carry our inqui-
ries farther, and to confider, who firft ob-
tained the pre-eminence in thefe primeval fo-
cieties, and by what particular methods it
was obtained.

There were only two ways, by which fuch
an event could have been produced, by com-
pulfion or confent.  'When mankind firft faw
the neceflity of government, it is probable
that many had conceived the defire of ruling.
To be placed in a new fituation, to be taken
from the common herd, to be the firft, dif-
tinguithed among men, were thoughts, that
muft have had their charms. Let us fup-
pofe then, that thefe thoughts had worked
{o unufually on the paflions of any particu-
lar individual, as to have driven him to the
extravagant defign of obtaining the pre-
eminence by force. How could his defign
have been accomplithed? How could he
forcibly have ufurped the jurifdiction at a

time,
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time, when, all being equally free, there
was not a fingle perfon, whofe afliftance he
could command ? Add to this, that, in a
ftate of univerfal liberty, force had been
repaid by force, and the attempt had been
fatal to the ufurper,

As empire then could never have been
gained at firlt by compulfion, (o it could
only have been obtained by confens; and as
men were then going to make an impor-
tant f{acrifice, for the fake of their murual
happinefs, {o he alone could have obtained
it, (not whofe ambition had greatly diftin-
guithed him from the reft) but in whofe
wifdom, juftice, prudence, and wvirtue, the
whole community could confide.

To confirm this reafoning, we fhall ap-
peal, as before, to faés; and fhall confult
therefore the hiftory of thofe nations, which
having juft left their former ftate of indepen-
dent fociety, were the very people that efta-
blithed fubordination and government.

The commentaries of Cafar afford us the
following accounts of the ancient Gauls.
When any of their kings, either by death,
or depofition, made a vacancy in the regal

office,
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office, the whole nation was immediately
convened for the appointment of a {ucceflor.
In thefe national conventions were the regal
offices conferred. Every individual had a
voice on the occafion, and every individual
was free. The perfon upon whom the gene-
ral approbation appeared to fall, was imme-
diately advanced to pre-eminence in the
ftate. He was uniformly one, whofe a&ions
had made him eminent; whofe condu& had
gained him previous applaufe ; whofe va-
four the very affembly, that ele@ed him,
had themfelves witnefled in the field ; whofe
prudence, wifdom and juftice, having ren-
dered him fignally ferviceable, had endeared
him to his tribe. For this reafon, their
kingdoms were not hereditary ; the fon did
not always inherit the virtues of the fire;
and they were determined that he alone
fthould poffefs authority, in whofe virtues
they could confide. Nor was this all. So
fenfible were they of the important facri-
fice they had made; fo extremely jealous
even of the name of fuperiority and power,
that they limited, by a variety of laws, the
authority of the very perfon, whom they

had
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had jutt eleCted, from a confidence of his in-
tegrity ; Ambiorix himfelf confefling, ¢ that
“ his people had as much power over him,
“ as he could poflibly have over his peo-.
o plet =

The fame cuftom, as appeats from Taci-
tus, prevailed alfo among the Germans.
They had their national councils, like the
Gauls ; in which the regal and ducal offices
were confirmed according to the majority of
voices. They elected alfo, on thefe occa-
fions, thofe only, whom their virtue, by
repeated trial, had unequivocally diftinguith-
ed from the reft; and they limited their au-
thority {o far, as ncither to leave them the
power of inflicting imprifonment or ftripes,
nor of exercifing any penal jurifdi&ion.
But as punithment was neceflary in a ftate
of civil fociety, ¢ it was permitted to the
“ pricfts alone, that it might appear to have
¢ been inflicted, by the order of the gods,
““and not by any fuperiour authority in
““ man.” :

‘The accounts which we have thus given
of the ancient Germans and Gauls, will be
found alfo to be equally true of thofe peo-

ple,
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ple, which had arrived at the fame flate of

fubordinate fociety. We might appeal, for
a teftimony of this, to the hiftory of the
Goths ; to the hiftory of the Franks and
Saxons ; to the hiftory, in fhort, of all
thofe nations, from which the different
governments, now confpicuous in Europe,
have undeniably fprung. And we might
appeal, as a farther proof, to the Americans,
who are reprefented by many of the mo-
derns, from their own ocular teftimony, as
obferving the fame cuftoms at the prefent
day.

It remains only to obferve, that as thefe
cuftoms prevailed among the different na-
tions defcribed, - in their early ftate of fub-
ordinate fociety, and as they were more-
over the cuftoms of their refpe@ive ancef-
tors, it appears that they muft have been
handed down, both by tradition and ufe,
from the firft introdu&ion of government.

C H A P. III

We may now deduce thofe general max-
ims concerning fubordination, and liberty,
E which
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which we mentioned to have been effentially
conne&ed with the {ubje&, and which fome,
from fpeculation only, and without any al-
lufion to facs, have been bold enough to
deny.

It appears firft, that lderzy is a natural,
and government an adventitious right, be-
caufe all men were originally free.

It appears fecondly, that government is a
* contraét; becaule, in thefe primeeval {ubor-

dinate

% The author has lately read awork, intitled Paley’s Moral
and Political Philofophy, which, in this one refpedt, favours
thofe which have been hinted at, as it denies that government
was a contra@. ¢ No focial compa&t was ever made in
¢ fa&,”’—<¢ it is to {uppofe it poflible to call {favages out of
¢ caves and deferts, to deliberate upon topicks, which the ex-
<¢ perience and ftudies, and the refinements of civil life alone
s¢ fuggeft. Therefore no government in the univerfe begun
¢¢ from this original.”” But there are no Urounds forfoabfurd a
fuppofition ; for government, and of courfe the focial com-
pact, does not appear to have been introduced at the time,
when families coming out of their caves and deferts, or, in
other words, quitting their former difociared ftate, joined
themfelves together. They had lived a confiderable time in
Jociety, like the Lybians and Gztulians before-mentioned, and
had felt many of the difadvantages of a want of difcipline and
laws, before government was introduced at all. The author of
this Effay, before he took into confideration the origin of go-

vernment, was determined, in a matter of fuch importance, to be
biafled
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dinate focieties, we have fcen it voluntarily
conferred on the one hand, and accepted on
the other. 'We have feen it fubje& to vari-
ous reftrictions. We have feen its articles,
which could then only be written by tra-
dition and ufe, as perfe¢t and binding as
thofe, which are now committed to letters.
We have fcen it, in fhort, partaking of the
Jfeederal nature, as much as it could in a
ftate, which wanted the means of recording
its tranfactions.

biaffed by no opinion whatever, andmuch lefs to indulge himfelf
in fpeculation. He was determined folely to adhere to fa&,
and, by looking into the accounts left us of thofe governments
which were in their infancy, and, of courfe in the leaft com-
plicated ftate, to attempt to difcover their foundation: he
cannot fay therefore, that upon a very minute perufal of the
excellent work before quoted, he has been fo far convinced, as
toretract in the leaft from his fentiments on this head, and to
give up maxims, which are drawn from hiftorical faéts, for thofe,
which are the refult of {peculation. He may obferve here,
that whether government was a contrad or not, it will not
affet the reafoning of the prefent Eflay; fince where ever the
contract is afterwards mentioned, it is inferred only that its
obje&t was ¢ the happine/s of the people,” which is confefledly
the end of government. Notwithftanding this, he is under
the neceflity of inferting this little note, though he almoft
feels himfelf ungrateful in contradifling a work, which has
afforded him fo much entertainment,

E 2 It
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It appears, thirdly, that the grand object
of the contracl, is the bappinefs of the peo-
ple; becaufe they gave the fupremacy to
him alone, who had been confpicuous for
the fplendour of his abilities, or the in-
tegrity of his life: that the power of the
multitude being directed by the wifdom and
Juftice of the prince, they might experience
the moft effeGtual prote&tion from injury,
the higheft advantages of focicty, the great-
elt poffible Lappinefs.

C H A P. 1IV.

Having now collected the materials that
are neceflary for the profecution of our de-
fign, we fhall immediately enter upon the
difcufiion.

If any man had originally been endued
with power, as with other faculties, fo
that the reft of mankind had difcovered in
themfelves an innate neceffity of obeying this
particular perfon ; it is evident that he and
his defcendants, from the fuperiority of their
nature, would have had a claim upon men
for obedience, and a natural right to com-
mand: but as the right to empire is ad-
ventitious; as all were originally free; as

nature
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nature made every man’s body and mind Ais
own ; it is evident that no juft man can be
configned to flavery, without his own confent.

Neither can men, by the fame principles,
be confidered as lands, goods, or houfes,
among poffeffions. It is neceflary that all
property fhould be inferiour to its poffe/for.
But how does the flave differ from his
mafler, but by chance 2 For though the mark,
with which the latter is pleafed to brand
him; thews, at the firft fight, the differ-
ence of their forzune; what mark can be
found in his wature, that can warrant a dif=
tinction ?

To this confideration we fhall add the
following, that if men can juftly become
the property of each other, their children,
like the offspring of cattle, muft inherit their
paternal lot. Now, as the actions of the
father and the child muft be thus at the
fole difpofal of their common mafter, it is
evident, that the auzhority of the one, as a
parent, and the duty of the other, as a child,
muft be inftantly annihilated ; rights and
ebligations, which, as they are founded in
nature, are implanted in cur feclings,_, and

Ej are
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are eftablithed by the voice of God, muft
contain in their annihilation a folid argu-
ment to prove, that there cannot be any

property whatever in the buman [pecies.
- We may confider alfo, as a farther con-
firmation, that it is impoflible, in the nature
of things, that Ziberty can be boughs or fold !
It is neither faleable, nor purchafable. For
if any one man can have an abfolute property
in the liberty of another, or, in other words,
if he, who is called a mafler, can have a juft
right to command the a&ions of him, who is
calleda flave, it is evident that the latter can-
not be accountable for thofe crimes, which
the former may order him to commit. Now
as every reafonable being is accountable for
his aétions, it is evident, that fuch a right
~cannot ju/tly exift, and that human liberty,
of courfe, is beyond the pofiibility either of
Jale or purchafe. Add to this, that, whenever
you fell the liberty of a man, you have the
power only of alluding to the body: the
mind cannot be confined or bound : it will
be free, though its manfion be befet with
chains. But if, in every fale of the Auman
Jpecies, you are under the neceflity of con-
fidering
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fidering your flave in this abftracted light;
of alluding only to the body, and of mak-
ing no allufion to the mind; you are under
the neceflity alfo of treating him, in the
fame moment, as a brute, and of abufing
therefore that nature, which cannct other-
wife be confidered, than in the double ca-
pacity of fou/ and body.

But fome perfon, perhaps, will make an
objection to one of the former arguments.
¢ If men, from the fiperiority of their na-
¢ ture, cannot be confidered, like lands,
¢ goods, or houfes, among pofleffions, {o
¢ neither can cattle: for being endued with
¢¢ life, motion, and fenfibility, they are
¢« evidently fiperiour to thefe.” But this
objection will receive its anfwer from thofe
obfervations which have been already made ;
and will difcover the true reafon, why cattle
are jufltly to be eftimated as property. For
firtt, the right to empire over brutes, is za-
tural, and not adventitious, like the right to
empire over men. There are, fecondly, many
and evident figns of the zuferiority of their
nature; and thirdly, their liberty canbe bought
and fold, becaufe, being void of reafon, they

cannot be accountable for their acions.
E 4 We
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‘We might ftop here for a confiderable
time, and deduce many valuable leflons from
the remarks that have been made, but that
fuch a circumftance might be confidered as
adigreflion. There is one, however, which,
as it is fo intimately conneted with the
fubject, we cannot but deduce. We are
taught to treat men in a different manner
from brutes, becaufe they are fo manifeftly
fuperiour in their nature ; we are taught to
treat brutes in a different manner from
ftones, for the fame reafon; and thus, by
giving to every created thing its due refpect,
to anfwer the views of Providence, which
did not create a variety of natures without
a purpofe or defign.

But if thefe things are fo, how evidently
againft reafon, nature, and every thing human
and divine, muft they ac¢t, who not only force
men into flavery, againft their own confent,
but treat them altogether as &rutes, and
make the natural liderty of man an article
of publick commerce ! and by what argu-
ments can they poffibly defend that com-
merce, which cannot be carried on, in any
fingle inftance, without a flagrant violation
of the laws of nature and of God ?

CHAP,
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C H A P. V.

That we may the more accurately exa-
mine the arguments that are advanced on this
occafion, it will be proper to divide the
commerce into two parts ; firft, as it relates
to thofe who f¢//, and fecondly, as it relates
to thofe who purchafe, the buman [pecies
into flavery. To the former part of which,
having given every previous and neceflary
information in the hiftory of fervitude, we
thall immediately proceed. ‘

Let us inquire firft, by what particular
right the Jiberties of the harmlefs people are
invaded by the prince. ¢ By the right of
«“ empire,” it will be anfwered; ‘¢ becaufe
¢« he poflefies dominion and power by their
¢ own approbation and confent.” But fub~
jelts, though under the dominion, are not
the property, of the prince, They cannot
be confidered as his pojfeffions. Their natures
“are both the fame; they are both born in
the fame manner; are {ubje&t to the fame
 diforders ; muft apply to the fame remedies
for a cure; are equally partakers of the

grave
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grave: an sncidental diftin&ion accompanies
them through life, and this is all,

We may add to this, that though the
prince pofiefles dominion and power, by the
confent and approbation of his {ubjects, he
pofiefles it only for the moft Jalutary ends.
He may tyrannize, if he can: he may alter
the form of his government: he cannot, how-
ever, alter its nature and end. Thefe will be
immutably the fame, though the whole {y{-
tem of its adminiftration thould be changed;
and he will be ftill bound to defend the lives
and properties of his fubjes, and to make
them Aappy.

Does he defend thofe therefore, whom he
invades at difcretion with the fw01d? Does
he protect the property of thofe, whofe
houfes and effects he configns at difcretion
to the flames ? Does he make thofe happy,
whom he {eizes, as they are trying to efcape
the general devaftation, and compels with
their wives and families to a wretched fervi-
tude ¢ He alts furely, as if the ufe of
empire confifted in violence and oppref-
fion ; as if he, that was moft exalted,
ought, of neceflity, to be moft unjuft. Here
then the voice of nazure and jufiice is againft

him,
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him. He breaks that law of nature, which
ordains, ¢ that no juft man fhall be given
¢ into flavery, againft his own confent :” he
violates the firft law of juflice, as eftablithed
among men, “‘that no perfon fhall do harm
“¢ to another without a previous and fuffici-
¢ ent provocation;” and he violates al{o the
facred condition of empire, made with his
anceftors, and neceflarily underftood in every
{pecies of government, ¢ that, the power of
¢¢ the multitude being given up to the wif-
¢ dom and juftice of the prince, they may
¢¢ experience, 1n return, the moft effeGtual
¢ protection from injury, the higheft ad-
“ vantages of fociety, the greateft poffible
€ bappinefs.” :

But if kings then, to whom their own
people have granted dominion and power,
are unable to invade-the" liberties of their
harmlefs {fubjects, without the higheft 7/
tice; how can thofe private perfons be juf-
tified, who treacheroufly lie in wait for their
fellow-creatures, and fell them into {lavery ?
What arguments can they poflibly bring in
in their defence ? What treaty of empire can
they produce, by which their innocent vic-

tims
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tims ever refigned to them the leaft portion
of their Ziberty 2 In vain will they plead the
antiguify of the cuftom : in vain will the
bonourable light, in which piracy was con-
fidered in the ages of barbarifim, afford them
an excufe. Impious and abandoned men!
ye invade the liberties of thofe, who, (with
refpet to your impious felves) are in a ftate
of nature, in a ftate of original dzffociation,
perfetly independent, perfectly free.

It appears then, that the two orders of
flaves, which have been mentioned in the
hiftory of the African fervitude, ¢ of thofe
¢ who are publickly feized by virtue of the
¢ authority of their prince; and of thofe,
 who are privately kidnapped by indivi-
¢ duals,” are colle¢ted by means of violence
and oppreflion; by means, repugnant to
nature, the principles of government, and the
common notions of equzty, as eftablifhed
among men.

C H A P. VI,

We come now to the third order of i,

voluntary flaves, ¢ to convicts.” The only
argument
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argument that the fellers advance here, is
this, ¢ that they have been found guilty of
« offences, and that the punithment is juft.”
But before the equity of the fentence can
be allowed, two queftions muft be decided,
whether the punithment is proportioned to
the offence, and what is its particular objec?
and end?

To decide the firft, we may previouily
obferve, that the African fervitude compre-
hends danifbment, a deprivation of liberty,
and many corporal {ufferings.

On banifbment, the following obfervations
will fuffice. Mankind have their /ocal at-
tachments. They have a particular regard
for the {pot, in which they were born and
nurtured. Here it was, that they firft drew
their infant-breath : here, that they were
cherithed and fupported : here, that they
pafled thofe fcenes of childhood, which, free
from care and anxiety, are the happieft in
the life of man; {cenes, which accompany
them through life ; which throw themfelves
frequently into their thoughts, and produce
the moft agreeable fenfations. Thefe then
are weighty confiderations; and how great

this
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this regard is, may be evidenced from our
own feelings ; from the teftimony of fome,
who, when remote from their country, and
in the hour of danger and diftrefs, have
found their thoughts unufually directed, by
fome impulfe or other, to their native {pot ;
and from the example of others, who, hay-
ing braved the ftorms and adverfities of life,
either repair to it for the remainder of their
days, or defire even to be conveyed to it,
when exiftence is no more.

But feparately from thefe their local, they
have alfo their perfonal attachments; their
regard for particular men. There are
ties of blood; there are ties of friendfhip.
In the former cafe, they muft of neceflity
.be attached : the conftitution of their na-
ture demands it. In the latter, it is im-
pofiible to be otherwife ; fince friendfhip
1s founded on an harmony of temper, on a
concordance of fentiments and manners,
on habits of confidence, and a mutual ex-
change of favours. '

We may now mention, as perfeitly dif-
tin& both from their Joce/ and perfonal, the
national attachments of mankind, their

regard
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regard for the whole body of the people,
among whom they were born and educa-
ted. This regard is particularly confpi-
cuous in the condu& of fuch, as, being thus
nationally conneed, refide in foreign parts.
How anxioufly do they meet together! how
much do they enjoy the fight of others of
their countrymen, whom fortune places in
their way | what an cagernefs do they {hew
to ferve them, though not born on the fame
particular {pot, though not conneéed by
confanguinity or friendfhip, though unknown
to them before! Neither is this affeétion
wonderful, fince they are creatures of the
fame education ; of the fame principles; of ‘
the fame manners and habits; caft, as it
were, in the fame mould; and marked with
the fame impreffion.

If men therefore are thus feparately ate
tached to the feveral objects defcribed, it is
evident that a feparate exclufion from either
muft afford them confiderable pain. What
then muft be their {ufferings, to' be forced
for ever from their country, which includes
them all ? Which contains the - /pot, in which
they were born and nurtured ; which con-

tains
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tains their relations and friends ; which con-
tains the whole body of the people, among
whom they were bred and educated. In
thefe fufferings, which arife to men, both
in bidding, and in having bid, adieu to all
that they efteem as dear and valuable, bazni/l-
ment confifts in part; and we may agree
therefore with the ancients, without adding
other melancholy circumitances to the ac-
count, that it is no inconfiderable punifh-
ment of itfelf.

With refpect to the /ofi of Zberty, which
is the fecond confideration in the punith-
ment, it is evident that men bear nothing
worfe ; that there is nothing, that they lay
more at heart; and that they have fhewn,
by many and memorable inftances, that even
death is to be preferred. How many could
be named here, who, having fuffered the
Iofs of liberty, have put a period to their
exiftence! How many, that have willingly
undergone the hazard of their lives to deftroy
a tyrant! How many, that have even glo-
ried to perifh in the attempt! How many
bloody and publick wars have been under-
taken (not to mention the numerous fervil

infurretions,
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infurretions, with which hiftory is ftained)
for the caufe of freedom !

But if nothing is dearer than Ziderty to
men, with which, the barren rock is able
to afford its joys, and without which, the
glorious fun fhines upon them but in vain,
and all the {weets and delicacies of life are
taftele(s and unenjoyed; what punithment
can be more fevere than the lofs of fo great
a blefling ? But if to this deprivation of /-
berty, we add the agonizing pangs of banifh-
ment ; and if to the complicated flings of
both, we add the inceflant /fripes, wounds,
and mzferzes, which are undergone by thofe,
who are fold into this horrid fervzfude; what
crime can we pofiibly imagine to be fo enor-
mous, as to be worthy of fo greata punith-
ment ?

How contrary then to reafon, juftice, and
nature, muft thofe act, who apply this, the
fevereft of human punifthments, to the moft
infignificant offence ! yet fuchis the cuftom
with the Africans: for, from the time, in
which the Europeans firft intoxicated the

African princes with their foreign draughts,
F _ no
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no crime has been committed, no fhadow
of a crime devifed, that has not imme-
diately been punithed with fervizude.

But for what purpofe is the punithment
applied ? Is it applied to amend the man-
ners of the criminal, and thus render him
a better fubje&? No, for if you banith him,
he can no longer be a fubje, and you can
no longer therefore be folicitous for his
morals. Add to this, that if you banifh
him to a place,‘where he is to experience
. the hardfhips of want and hunger (fo power-
fully does hunger compel men to the per-
petration of crimes) you force him rather to
corrupt, than amend- his manners, and to
be wicked, when he might otherwife be
juft. ‘

Is it applied then, that others may be
deterred from the fame proceedings, and
that crimes may become lefs frequent ?
No, but that agvarice may be gratified ;
that the prince may experience the emolu-
ments of the fale: for, horrid and melan-
choly thought! the more crimes his {ub-
je€ts commit, the richer is he made; the

more
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more abandoned the fubje®, the bappier is
the prince !

Neither can we allow that the punifh-
ment thus applied, tends in any degree to
anfwer the publick bappinefs ; for if men can
be fentenced to flavery, right or wrong ; if
thadows can be turned into fubftances, and
virtues into crimes; it is evident that none
can be happy, becaufe none can be fecure.

But if the punithment is infinitely greater .
than the offence, (which has been fhewn
before) and if it is inflied, neither to
amend the criminal, nor to deter others from
the fame proceedings, nor to advance, in
any degree, the happinefs of the publick, it
is {carce neceflary to obferve, that it is to-
tally unjuft, fince it is repugnant to reafon,
the dictates of nmafure, and the very prin-
ciples of government.

C H A P. VIL

We come now to the fourth and laft order
of flaves, to prifoners of war. As the Sellers
lay a particular ftrefs on this order of men,
and infer much, from its antiquiry, in {fupport

F 2 of
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of the juftice of their caufe, we fhall examine
the principle, on which it fubfifted among
the ancients. But as this principle was the
fame among all nations, and as a citation
from many of their hiftories would not be
lefs tedious than unneceflary, we thall felect
the example of the Romans for the confide-
ration of the cafe.

The law, by which prifoners of war were
faid to be fentenced to fervitude, was the*
law of nations. It was fo called from the
univerfal concurrence of nations in the
cuftom. It had two points in view, the
perfons of the captured, and their effeéts;
both of which it immediately fentenced,
without any of the ufual forms of law, to
be the property of the captors.

The principle, on which the law was
eftablithed, was the 7ight of capture. When
any of the contending parties had overcome
their opponents, and were about to deftroy
them, the right was confidered to com-
mence ; a right, which the victors conceived
themfelves to have, to recall their fwords,

¢ Fure Gentium fervi noftri {unt, qui ab hoftibus capiuntur.
Juftinian, L. 1. 5. 5. 1.

and,



~or THE HumaN SpEciEs. 85

and, from the confideration of having faved
the lives of the vanquifhed, when they could
have taken them by the laws of war, to
commute b/ood for férvice. Hence the Ro-
man lawyer, Pomponius, deduces the ety-
mology of flave in the Roman language.
# ¢ They were called fervz, fays he, from the
¢« following circumftance. It was ufual
¢ with our commanders to take them prifo-
¢¢ ners, and fell them : now this circum-
¢ ftance implies, that they muft have been
¢ previoufly preférved, and hence the name.”
Such then was the right of capture. It was
a right, which the circumftance of zaking
the vanquithed, that is, of preferving them
alive, gave the conquerors to their perfons.
By this right, as always including the idea
of a previous prefervation from death,+ the
vanquifhed were faid 70 l¢ flaves; and, ¢ as
“« all flaves,” fays Juftinian, ¢ are them-
¢ felves in the power of: others, and of
¢ courfe can have nothing of their own,

¥ Servcrum appellatio ex eo fluxit, quod imperatores noftri
captivos vendere, ac per hoc ferware, nec occidere folent.

+ Nam five vi&oribus jure captivitatis ferviflent, &g, Juitin,
L. 4. 3. et paflim apud fcriptores antiquos.

F3 13 {Q
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¢ f{o their effe@ts followed the condition -of
“¢ their pelfons, and became the property of
‘¢ the captors.’

To examine this right, by which the van-
quifthed were faid to be flaves, we fhall ufe
the words of a celebrated Roman author,
and apply them to the prefent cafe. * ¢ If
¢ it is lawful,” fays he, ‘¢ to deprive a man
¢ of his life, it is certainly not inconfift-
‘¢ ent with nature to rob him ;" to rob him
of his liberty. We admit the conclufion
to be juft, if the fuppofition be the fame:
we allow, if men have a right to commit
that, which is confidered as a greater crime,
that they have a right, at the fame inftant,
to commit that, which is confidered as a lefs.
But what fthall we fay to the byporbe/is 2 We
deny it to be true. The voice of nature is
againft it. It is not lawful to kill, but on
neceffity. Had there been a neceflity, where
had the wretched captive furvived to be bio-
ken with chains and fervitude? The very
act of faving his lifeis an argument to prove,
that no fuch neceffity exifted. The conc/u-

* Neque eft contra naturam fpoliare eum, fi poflis, quem
honeftum eft necare. Cicero de officiis. L. 3. 6.
Sion
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fion is therefore falfe. The captors had no
right to the lives of the captured, and of
courfe none to their Ziberty: they had no
right to their b/ood, and of courfe none to
their fervice, T heir right therefore had no
foundation in juftice. It was founded on a
principle, contrary to the law of nature, and
of courfe contrary to that law, which peo-
ple, under different governments, are bound
to obferve to one another.

It is fcarce neceflfary to obferve, as a far-
ther teftimony of the injuftice of the mea-
fure, that the Europeans, after the intro-

"du&ion of Chriftianity, exploded this prin-
ciple of the ancients, as frivolous and falfe;
that they {pared the lives of the vanquithed,
not from the fordid motives of avarice, but
from a confcientioufnefs, that homicide
could only be juftified by neceffity 5 that they
introduced an exchange of prifoners, and,
by many and wife regulations, deprived war
of many of its former horrours.

But the advocates for flavery, unable to
defend themfelves againft thefe arguments,
have fled to other refources, and, ignorant of
hiftory, have denied that the right of capture

Fa was
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was the true principle, on which flavery
{ubfifted among the ancients. They reafon
‘thus. ¢ The learned Grotius, and others,
have confidered flavery as the juft confe-
quence of a private war, (fuppofing the war
to be juft and the opponents in a ftate of
nature), upon the principles of reparation and
punifbment. Now as the law of nature,
which is the rule of conduc to individuals
in fuch a fituation, is applicable to members
of a different community, there is reafon to
prefume, that thefe principles were applied
by the ancients to their prifoners of war
that their ¢ffec7s were confifcated by the right
of reparation, and their perfons by the right
of puntfbment.”-
But fuch a prefumption is falfe, The
right of capture was the only argument, that
the ancients adduced in their defence. Hence
Polybius; ¢ What muft they, (the Man-
“ tinenfes) fuffer, to receive the punithment
¢ they deferve? Perhaps it will be faid,
¢ that they muft be fold, when they are taken,
““ with their wives and children into Slavery :
““ But this is not to be confidered as a pu-
¢ nifhment, fince even thofe fuffer it, by the
“ laws
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¢ laws of war, who have done nothing that
« is bafe.”” The truth is, that both the of-
fending and the offended parties, whenever they
were victorious, infli¢ted flavery alike. But
if the gffending party infli¢ted flavery on the
perfons' of the vanquithed, by what right
did they inflit it ? It muft be an{wered from
the prefumption before-mentioned, ¢ by the
¢ right of reparation, or of punifhment :”
an anfwer plainly abfurd and contradi&ory,
as it {uppofes the aggreffor to have a righe,
which the znjured only could poffefs.

Neither is the argument lefs fallacious
than the prefumption, in applying thefe
principles, which ina publick war could be-
long to the publick only, to the perfons of
the ndividuals that were taken. This calls
us again to the hiftory of the ancients, and,
as the rights of reparation and punifhment
could extend to thofe only, who had been
injured, to fele&t a particular inftance for
the confideration of the cafe.

As the Romans had been injured without
a previous provocation by the conduct of
Hannibal at Saguntum, we may take the

treaty into confideration, which they made
with
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with the Carthaginians, when the latter,
defeated at Zama, fued for peace. It con-
fifted of three articles. * By the firft,” the
Carthaginians were to be free, and to enjoy
their own conftitution and laws. By the
fecond, they were to pay a confiderable fum
of money, as a reparation for the damages
and expence of war: and, by the third,
they were to deliver up their elephants and
thips of war, and to be fubje& to various
reftrictions, as a punithment. With thefe
terms they complied, and the war was
finifhed.

Thus then did the Romans make that
diftin¢tion between private and publick war,
which was neceflary to be made, and which
the argument is fallacious in not fuppofing.
The treafury of the vanquithed was marked
as the means of reparation ; and as this
treafury was fupplied, in a great meafure,

¢ 1. Ut liberi fuis legibus viverent. Livy, L. 30. 37.

2z Decem millia talentim argenti defcripta penfionibus
xquis in annos quinquaginta folverent. Ibid.

3. Et naves roftratas, prater decem triremes, traderent,
elephantofque, quos haberent domitos ; neque domarent alios :
‘Bellum neve in Africa, neve extra Africam, injuflu P. R,
gererent, &c, Ibid,

by
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by the impofition of taxes, and was, whblly,
the property of the publick, fo the publick
made the reparation that was due. The ele-
phants alfo, and fhips of war, which were
marked as the means of punifbment, were
publick property ; and as they were confi-
derable inftruments of fecurity and defence
to their pofleffors, and of annoyance to an
enemy, fo their lofs, added to the reftrictions
of the treaty, operated as a great and publick
punithment. But with refpe&t to the Car-
thaginian prifoners, who had been taken in
the war, they were retained in fervitude :
not upon the principles of reparation and
punifbment, becaufe the Romans had already
received, by “their own confeflion in the
treaty, a fufficient fatisfaction: not upon
thefe principles, becaufe they were inap-
plicable to individuals : the legionary foldier
in the fervice of the injured, who took his
prifoner, was not the perfon, to whom the
injury had been done, any more than the fol-
dier in the fervice of the aggreflors, who
was taken, was the perfon, who had com-
mitted the offence : but they were retained in
fervitude by the right of capture; becaufe,

when
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when both parties had fent their military
into the field to determine the difpute, it
was at the private choice of the legionary
foldier before-mentioned, whether he would
fpare the life of his conquered opponent,
when he was thought to be entitled to take
it, if he had chofen, by the laws of war.

To produce more inflances, as an illuftra-
tion of the fubje, or to go farther into the
argument, would be to trefpafs upon the pati-
ence, as well as underftanding of the reader.
In a flate of nature, where a man is fuppofed
to commit an injury, and to be unconne&ed
with the reft of the world, the a& is privaze,
and the right, which the injured acquires,
can extend only to Aimfelf: but in a flate of
Jfociety, where any member or members of a
particular community give offence to thofe
of another, and they are patronized by the
ftate, to which they belong, the cafe is al-
tered ; the a& becomes immediately publict,
and the publick alone are to experience the
confequences of their injuftice.  For as no
particular member of the community, if
confidered as an individual, is guilty, except
the perfon, by whom the injury was done,

1t
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it would be contrary to reafon and juftice,
to apply the principles of reparation and
punifbment, which belong to the people as
a colle&tive body, to any individual of the
community, who thould happen to be taken.
Now, as the principles of reparation and
punifbment are thus inapplicable to the pri-
{oners, taken in a publick war, and as the
right of capture, as we have fhewn before,
is infufficient to intitle the victors to the
fervice of the vanquithed, it is evident that
Slavery cannot juftly exift at all, fince there
are no other maxims, on which it can be

founded, even in the moft equitable wars.
But if thefe things are fo; if flavery can-
not be defended even in the moft equitable
wars, what arguments will not be found
againft that fervitude, which arifes from
thofe, that are unjuff 2 Which arifes from
thofe African wars, that relate to the pre-
fent fubject? The African princes, corrupt-
ed by the merchants of Europe, feek every
opportunity of quarrelling with one another.
Every {park is blown into a flame; and war
is undertaken from no other confideration,
than that of procuring flaves : while the Eu-
ropeans,
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ropeans, on the other hand, happy in the
quarrels which they have thus excited,
fupply them with arms and ammunition
for the accomplithment of their horrid pur-
pofe. Thus has Africa, for the fpace of
two hundred years, been the fcene of the
moft iniquitous and bloody wars; and thus
have many thoufands of men, in the moft
iniquitous manner, been fent into fervi-
tude.

C H A P. VIII.

We fhall beg leave, before we proceed
to the arguments of the purchafers, to add
the following obfervations to the fubftance
of the three preceding chapters.

As the two orders of men, of thofe who
are privately kidnapped by individuals, and
of thofe who are publickly feized by virtue
of the authority of their prince, compofe to-
gether, at leaft, * nine tenths of the African

flaves,

* The total annual exportation from Africa, is eftimated
here at 100,000 men, two thirds of whom are exported by the
Britifh merchants alone, 'This eftimate is lefs than that which

is




oF THE HuMAN SprcCIES, 95

flaves, they cannot contain, upon a’mode-
rate computation, lefs than ninety thoufand
men annually tranfported : an immenfe num-
ber, but eafily to be credited, when we re-~
fle&t that thoufands are employed for the
purpofe of ftealing the unwary, and that
thefe diabolical practices are in force, {o far

is ufually made, and has been publifhed. The author has
been informed by difinterefted people, who were in molt of the
Wetft India iflands during the late war, and who converfed,
with many of the moft intelligent of the negroes, for the pure
pofe of inquiring by what methods they had originally been
reduced to flavery, that they did not find even two in twenty,
who had been reduced to that fituation, by any other means
than thofe mentioned above. The author, defirous of a far~
ther confirmation of this circumftance, ftopped the prefs till he
had written to another friend, who had refided twenty years in
the Weft-Indies, and whofe opinion he had not yet afked.
The following is an extra& from the anfwer. ¢ I do not
¢ among many hundreds recollec to have feen but one or two
«¢ {laves, of thofe imported from Africa, who had any {cars to
‘¢ fhew, that they had been in war.. They are generally fuch
“¢ asare kidnapped, or fold by their tyrants, after the deftruc-
¢ tionof a village. In fhort, I am firmly of "opinion, that
¢ crimes and war together do not furnifh one flave in an
¢ hundred of the numbers introduced into the European colo-
nies. Of confequence the trade itfelf, were it pofiible to
fuppofe convis or prifoners of war to be juftly fentenced
to fervitude, is accountable for ninety-nine in every hun-
dred flaves. whom it fupplies. Itisan infult to the pub-
“ lick, to attempt to palliate the method of procuring them,”’

has

-~
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has European injuftice been fpread, at the
diftance of a thoufand miles from the fac-
tories on the coaft. The flave merchants,
among whom a quantity of European goods
is previoufly divided, travel into the Leart
of the country to this amazing diftance.
Some of them attend the various markets,
that are eftablithed through fo large an ex-
tent of territory, to purchafe the kidnapped
people, whom the_flave-bunters are continu-
ally bringing in ; while the reft, fubdividing
their merchandize among the petty fove-
reigns with whom they deal, receive, by
an immediate exertion of fraud and violence,
the ftipulated number.

Now, will any man affert, in oppofition
to the arguments before advanced, that out
of this immenfe body of men, thus annu-
ally collected and tranfported, there is even
one, over whom the original or fubfequent
feller can have any power or right ? Who-
ever afferts this, in the firft inftance, muft
contradi¢t his own feelings, and muft con-
fider bimfelf as a juft object of prey, when-
ever any daring invader fhall think it pro-
per to attack Aim. And, in the fecond

inftance,



oF THE HumaN SpEeciks. 97

inftance, the very idea which the African
princes entertain of their villages, as parks
or refervoirs, ftocked only for their own
convenience, and of their {ubjects, as wild
beafts, whom they may purfue and take at
pleafure, is fo fhocking, that it need only
be mentioned, to be inftantly reprobated by
the reader.

The order of flaves, which is next to the
former in refpect to the number of people
whom it contains, is that of prifoners of
war. This order, if the former ftatement
be true, is more inconfiderable than is gene-
rally imagined ; but whoever reflects on the
prodigious flaughter that is conftantly made
in every African fkirmifh, cannot be other-
wife than of this opinion: he will find, that
where zen are taken, he has every reafon to
prefume that an bundred perith. In fome
of thefe fkirmifhes, though they have been
begun for the exprefs purpofe of procuring
Jlaves, the conquerors have {uffered but few
of the vanquifhed to efcape the fury of the
fword ; and there have not been wanting
inftances, where they have been fo inceafed
at the refiftance they have found, that their

G ~ Apirit
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{pirit of vengeance has entirely got/the bet-
ter of their avarice, and they have murdered,
in cool blood, every individual, without
difcrimination, either of age or fex.

* The following is an account of one of
thefe fkirmifhes, as defcribed by a perfon,
who was witnefs to the fcene. ¢ I was
¢ fent, with feveral others, in a fmall floop
« up the river Niger, to purchafe flaves :
¢ we had fome free negroes with us in the
¢ praltice; and as the veffels are liable to
¢« frequent attacks from the negroes on one
<« fide of the river, or the Moors on the
¢« other, they are all armed. As we rode
¢t at anchor a long way up the river, we
¢ obferved a large number of negroes in

% The writer of the letter of which this is a faithful ex-
trac, and who was known to the author of the prefent Effay,
was a long time on the African coaft. He had once the
misfortune to be fhipwrecked there, and to be taken by the
natives, who conveyed him and his companions a confiderable
way up into the country. The hardfhips which he underwent
in the march, his treatment during his captivity, the {cenes to
which he was witnefs, while he refided among the inland Af-
ricans, as well as while in the African trade, gave occa-
fion to a feries of very interefting letters. Thefe letters were
fent to the author of the prefent Effay, with liberty to make
what ufe of them he chofe, by the gentleman to whom they
were written,

¢ huts
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A4
huts by the river’s fide, and for our own

fafety kept a wary eye on them. Early
next morning we faw from our maft-
head a numerous body approaching, with
apparently but little order, but in clofe
array. They approachéd very faft, and fell
furioufly on the inhabitants of the town,
who feemed to -be quite Jurprized, but
neverthelefs, as foon as they could get
together, fought ftoutly. They had fome

fire-arms, but made very little ufe of

them, as they came direly to clofe
fighting with their {pears, “lances, and
fabres.  Many of the invaders were
mounted on {fmall horfes ; and both par-
ties fought for about half an hour with
the fierceft animofity, exerting much more
courage and perfeverance than I had eyer
before been witnefs to amongft them.
The women and children of the town
cluftered together to the water’s edge,
running thrieking up and down with ter-
rour, waiteng the event of the combat,
till their party gave way and took to the
water, to endeavour to fwim over to the
Barbary fide. © They were clofely purfued

G 2 ““ even
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¢ even into the river by the vitors, who,
¢ though they came for the purpofe of
¢ getting [laves, gave no quarter, their cruel-
“ ty even prevailing over their avarice.
¢¢ They made no prifoners, but put all to
¢ the fword without mercy. Horrible in-
¢ deed was the carnage of the vanquifthed
< on this occafion, and as we were within
¢ two or three hundred yards of them,
¢ their cries and thrieks affected us extreme-
¢ ly. We had got up our anchor at the
¢¢ beginning of the fray, and now ftood
¢ clofe in to the {pot, where the victors
<« having followed the vanquifhed into the
<« water, were continually dragging out and
<« murdering thofe, whom by reafon of their
¢« wounds they eafily overtook. The very
¢¢ children, whom they took in great num-
¢« bers, did not efcape the maffacre. En-
¢« raged at their barbarity, we fired our
¢« guns loaden with grape fhot, and a volley
¢ of fmall arms among them, which effec-
¢ tually checked their ardour, and obliged
¢ them to retire to a diftance from the
¢ {hore; from whence a few round cannon

¢« {hot foon removed them into the woods.
¢¢ The
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The whole river was black over with the
heads of the fugitives, who were {wim-
ming for their lives. Thefe poor wretches,
fearing s as much as their conquerors,
dived when we fired, and cried moft la=
mentably for mercy. Having now effec-
tually favoured their retreat, we ftood
backwards and forwards, and took up
feveral that were wounded and tired.
All whofe wounds had difabled them from
fwimming, were either ‘butchered or
drowned, before we got up to them.
With a juftice and generofity, zever I be-
lieve before beard of among flavers, we gave
thofe their liberty whom we had taken
up, fetting them on fhore on the Bar-
bary fide, among the poor refidue of their
companions, who had furvived the flaugh-
ter of the morning.”

We fhall make but two remarks on this

horrid inftance of African cruelty. It adds,
firft, 2 confiderable weight to the ftatements

that have been made; and confirms, fecond-
ly, the conclufions that were drawn in the
preceding chapter. For if we even allow
the right of capture to be juft, and the

G 3 principles
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principles of reparation and punithment to
be applicable to the individuals of a com-
munity, yet would the former be unjuft,
and the latter inapplicable, in the prefent
cafe. Every African war is a robbery ; and
we may add, to our former expreflion, when
we faid, ¢“that thus have many thoufands of
* men, in the moft illiquitous manner,
¢ been fent into fervitude,” that we believe
there are few of this order, who are not
as much the examples of injuftice, as the
people that have been kidnapped ; and who
do not additionally convey, when we con-
fider them as prifoners of war, an idea of
the moft complicated fcene of murder.

The order of conviéls, as it exifts almoft
{olely among thofe princes, whofc domini-
ons are contiguous to the European faGo-
ries, is from this circumftance {0 inconfider-
able, when compared with either of the
preceding, that we fhould not have men-
tioned it again, but that we were unwilling
to omit any additional argument that oc-
curred againft it.

It has been thewn already, that the punith-
ment of {lavery is inflicted from no other

motive,
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motive, than that of gratifying the avarice
of the prince, a confideration fo deteftable,
as to be fuflicient of itfelf to prove it to be
unjuft ; and that it is fo difproportionate,
from its zature, to the offence, as to afford
an additional proof of its injuftice. We
fhall add now, as a fecond argument, its
difproportion from its continuance: and we
thall derive a third from the confideration,
that, in civil fociety, every violation of the
laws of the community is an offence againft
the flate. ] ,

Let us fuppofe then an African prince,
difdaining for once the idea of emolument :
let us fuppofe him for once inflamed with
the love of his country, and refolving to
punifh from this principle alone, ¢¢ that by
‘¢ exhibiting an example of terrour, he may

“ preferve that bappinefs of the publick,

1 Were this not the cafe, the government of a country
could have no right to take cognizance of crimes, and
punifh them, but every individual, if injured, would have
a right to punifh the aggreflor with his own hand, which is
contrary to the notions of all civilized men, whether among
the ancients or the moderns.

G 4 ¢ which
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“ which he is bound to fecure and defend
“ by the very nature of his contra&t; or,
““ in other words, that he may anfwer the
“ end of government.” If acuated then
by this principle, he fhould adjudge flavery
to an offender, as a juft punithment for his
offence, for whofe benefit muft the convict
labour ? Ifit be anfwered, ¢ for the bene-
¢ fit of the ftate,” we allow that the punith-
ment, in whatever light it is confidered,
will be found to be equitable: but if it be
anfwered, ¢ for the benefit of any mndividual
¢ whom be pleafes to appoint,” we deny it to
be juft. The * ftate alone is confidered to
have been injured, and as zjuries cannot pof-
Jibly be transferred, the ftate alone can juftly
receive the advantages of his labour. But if
the African prince, when he thus condemns
him to labour for the benefit of an unoffended
individual, fhould at the fame time fentence

* This fame notion is entertained even by the African
princes, who do not permit the perfon-injured to revenge his
injury, or to receive the convi&t as his flave. But if the very
perfon who has been 7zjured, does not poffefs him, much lefs
ought any other perfon whatfoever,

him
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him to become his property ; that is, if he
fhould make the perfon and life of the con-
~vit at the abfolute difpofal of him, for
whom he has fentenced him to labour; it is
evident that, in addition to his former in-
juftice, he is ufurping a power, which no
ruler or rulers of a ftate can poffefs, and
which ‘the great Creator of the univerfe
never yet gave to any order whatever of
created beings.

That this reafoning is true, and that
civilized nations have confidered it as fuch,
will be beft teftified by their pra&tice. We
may appeal here to that flavery, which is
now adjudged to delinquents, as a punith-
ment, among many of the ftates of Europe.
Thefe delinquents are fentenced to labour at
the oar, to work in mines, and on Jortifica-
tions, to cut and clear 7zvers, to make and re-
pair 7oads, and to perform other works of na-
tional utility. They are employed, in fhort,
in the publick work ; becaufe, as the crimes
they have committed are confidered to have
been crimes againft the publick, no indivi-
dual can juflly receive the emoluments of
their labour; and they are neither fo/d, nor

' made
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made capable of being zransferred, becaufe
‘no government whatfoever is invefted with
fuch a power.

Thus then may that flavery, in which
only the idea of /zbour is included, be per-
fe&tly -equitable, and the delinquent will
always receive his punithment as a man;
whereas in that, which additionally includes
the idea of property, and to undergo which,
the delinquent muft previoufly change his
nature, and become a druse; there is an
inconfiftency, which no arguments can re-
concile, and a contradi@ion to every prin-
ciple of nature, which a man need only to
appeal to his own feelings immediately to
evince. And we will venture to aflert, from
the united obfervations that have been made
upon the fubjed, in oppofition to any ar-
guments that may be advanced, that there is
fcarcely one of thofe, who are called Afri-
can convilts, on whom the prince has a
right to infli¢t a punithment at all ; and that
there is no one whatever, whom he has a
power of fentencing to labour for the bene-
fit of an unoffended individual, and much
lefs whom he has a right to fell,

Having
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# Héving now fully examined the argu-
ments of the /e/fers, and having made fuch
additional remarks as were neceflary, we
have only to add, that we cannot fufficiently
exprefs our deteftation at their condud,
Were the reader coolly to reflect upon the
cafe of but ome of the unfortunate men,
who are annually the vi@ims of avarice,
and confider his fituation in life, as a fa-
ther, an hufband, or a friend, we are {ure,
that even on fuch a partial refleGion, he
muft experience confiderable pain.  What
then muft be his feelings, when he is told,
that, fince the flave-trade began, - nine
millions of men have been torn from thejr
deareft conneéions, and fold into ﬂavery.
If at this recital his indignation thould arife,
let him confider it as the genuine produc-

* There are ipftances on the African eontinent, of parents
felling their children.  As the flaves of this defeription are {o
few, and are fo irregularly obtained, we did not think it worth
our while to confider them as forming an order; and, as
God never gave the parent a power over his child to make
him miferable, we truft that any farther mention of them will
be unneceffary. o

t Abb¢ Raynal, Hift. Phil. vol, 4. P. 154.
tion
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tion of nature; thai (he recoiled at the hor-
rid thought, and that fhe applied inftantly
a torch to his breaft to kindle his refent-
ment; and if, during his indignation, fhe
thould awaken the figh of {ympathy, or fe-
duce the tear of commiferation from his
eye, let him confider each as an additional
argument againft the iniquity of the s/
lers.

C H A P. 'IX

It remains only now to examine by what
arguments thofe, who receive or purchafe
their fellow-creatures into flavery, defend
the commerce. ‘Their firft plea is, ¢ that
¢ they receive thofe with propriety, who
¢ are convicted of crimes, becaufe they arec
¢¢ delivered into their hands by zheir own
““ magifirates.” But what is this to you
recervers 2 Have the unfortunate convids
been guilty of injury to you? Have they
broken your treaties ? Have they plundered
your thips? Have they carried your wives
and children into flavery, that you fhould

thus
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thus retaliate ? Have they offended you even
by word or gefture ?

But if the African convi&s are innocent
with refpet to you; if you have not even
the thadow of a claim upon their perfons ;
by what right do you reccive them? ¢ By
¢ the laws of the Africans,” you will fay;
“ by which it is pofitively allowed.”—
But can /aws alter the nature of vice ? They
may give it a fanGtion perhaps: it will ftill
be immutably the fame, and, though dref-
fed in the outward habiliments of Jonour,
will fill be zntrinfically bafe.

But alas! you do not only attempt to
defend yourfelves by thefe arguments, but
even dare to give your attions the appear-
ance of lenity, and aflume wmerzz from your
bafenefs ! and how firft ought you particu-
larly to blufth, when you affert, ¢ that prifo-
¢ ners of war are only purchafed from the
¢¢ hands of their conquerors, 7o deliver them
“ from death.” Ridiculous defence! can
the moft credulous believe it ? You entice
the Africans to war; you foment their quar-
rels; you fupply them with arms and am-
munition, and all—f{rom the mozsives of bene-

volence.
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volence. Does a man fet fire to an houfe,
for the purpofe of refcuing the inhabitants
from the flames ?  But if they are only pur-
chafed, to deliver them Jrom death ; why,
when they are delivered into your hands, as
protectors, do you torture them with hun-
ger? Why do you kill them with fatigue ?
Why does the whip deform their bodies,
or the knife their limbs? Why do you
fentence them to death ? to a death, infi-
nitely more excruciating than that from
which you fo kindly faved them? What
anfwer do you make to this? for if you
had not humanely preferved them from the
hands of their conquerors, a quick death
perhaps, and that in the fpace of a moment,
had freed them from their pain: but on
account of your favour and benevolence, it
is known, that they have lingered years in
pain and agony, and have been fentenced,
at laft, to a dreadful death for the moft jn-
fignificant offence.

Neither can we allow the other argument
to be true, on which you found your merit ;
¢ that you take them from their country
¢ for their own convenience ; becaufe Af-

. ried,
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“ rica, {corched with inceflant heat, and
‘¢ fubje to the moft violent rains and
¢ tempefls, is unwholefome, and unfit to
¢ be inhabited.” Prepofterous men! do
you thus judge from your own feelings ?
Do you thus judge from your own con-
ftitution and frame? But if you fuppofe
that the Africans are incapable of enduring
their own climate, becaufeAyou cannot en-
dure it yourfelves; why do you receive
them into flavery ? Why do you not mea-
fure them here by the fame ftandard? For
if you are unable to bear hunger and thirft,
chains and imprifonment, wounds and tor-
ture, why do you not fuppofe them in-
capable of enduring the fame treatment ?
Thus then is your argument turned againft
yourfelves. But confider the anfwer which
the Scythians gave the Aigyptians, when
they contended about the antiquity of their
original, * ¢ That nature, when fhe firft
“ diftinguithed countries by different de-
¢ grees of heat and cold, tempered the
““ bodies of animals, at the fame inftant,
““ to endure the different fituations: that

® Juftin, L. 2. C, 1.
X €¢ as
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“¢ as the climate of Scythia was feverer
¢ than that of Agypt, {fo were the bodies
<¢ of the Scythians harder, and as capable
¢« of enduring the feverity of their atmo-
¢¢ {phere, as the Aigyptians the temperate-
<< nefs of their own.”

But you may fay perhaps, that, though
they are capable of enduring their own
climate, yet their fituation is frequently
uncomfortable, and even wretched: that
Africa is infefted with locufts, and infeé&s
of various kinds ; that they fettle in fwarms
upon the trees, deftroy the verdure, confume
the fruit, and deprive the inhabitants of
their food. But the fame anfwer may be
applied as before ; ¢¢ that the fame kind
Providence, who tempered the body of
the animal, tempered alfo the body of the
tree; that he gave it a quality to recover
the bite of the locuft, which he fent; and
to reaflume, in a fhort interval of time, its
former glory.” And that fuch is the cafe ex-
perience has fhewn : for the very trees that
have been infefted, and (tripped of their bloom
and verdure, fo f{urprizingly quick is vege-

tation,
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tation, appear in a few days, as if an infe&
had been utterly unknown.

We may add to thefe obfervations, from
the teftimony of thofe who have written the
Hiftory of Africa from their own infpection,
that no country 1is more luxurious in pro-
{peéts, none more fruitful, none more rich
in herds and flocks, and none, where the
comforts of life can be gained with fo little
trouble.

But you fay again, as a confirmation of
thefe your former arguments, (by which
you would have it underftood, that the Af-
ricans themfelves are fenfible of the goodnefs
of your intentions) ¢ that they do not ap-
“ pear to go with you againft their will.”
Impudent and bafe aflertion ! Why then
do you load them with chains? Why
keep you your daily and nightly watches ?
But alas, as a farther, though a more melan-
choly prodf, of the falfechood of your afler-
tions, how many, when on board your thips,
have put a period to their exiftence ? How
many have leaped into the fea? How many
have pined to death, that, even at the ex-
pence of their lives, they might fly from
your benevolence ? |

H Do
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Do you call them obftinate then, becaufe
they refufe your favours? Do you call them
ungrateful, becaufe they make you this re-
turn > How much rather ought you receivers
to bluth! How much rather ought you re-
ceivers to be confidered as abandoned and
execrable ; who, when you ufurp the domi-
nion over thofe, who are as free and inde-
pendent as yourfelves, break the firft law
of juftice, which ordains, ¢ that no perfon
¢ fhall do harm to another, without a pre-
¢ vious provocation;” who offend againft
the di&ates of nature, which commands,
¢¢ that no juft man fhall be given or received
¢ into {lavery againft his own confent;”
and who violate the very laws of the empire
that you aflume, by configning your fub-
jects to mifery.

Now, as a famous Heathen philofopher
obferves, from whofe mouth you fhall be
convicted, * ¢ there is a confiderable dif-
¢¢ ference, whether an injury is done, during
¢« any perturbation of mind, which is gene-
¢ rally fhort and momentary; or whether

* Cicero de Officiis. L. 1. C. 8.

“ it




oF THE HumAN SPEcCIES. 11§

it is done with any previous medi-
“ tation and defign; for, thofe crimes,
“ which proceed from any {udden com-
““ motion of the mind, are lefs than thofe,
%¢ which are ftudied and prepared,” how
great and enormous are your crimes to be
confidered, who plan your African voyages
‘at a time, when your reafon is found,” and
your fenfes are awake ; who coolly and de-
liberately equip your veffels; and who
{pend years, and even lives, in the traffick of
buman liberty.

But if the arguments of thofe, who /e// or
deliver men into flavery, (as we have fhewn
before) and of thofe, who recesve or purchafe
them, (as we have now fhewn) are wholly
falfe; it is evident that this commerce,
iIs not only beyond the poffibility of de-
fence, but is juftly to be accounted wicked,
and juftly impious, fince it is contrary to
the principles of /zw and government, the
dictates of reafon, the common maxims of
equity, the laws of nature, the admonitions
of confcience, and, in fhort, the whole doc-
trine of zatural religion.

H 2 PART
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SLAVERY of the AFRICANS

IN THE

EUROPEAN COLONIES.

C H A P. L

AVING confined ourfelves wholly,

in the fecond part of this Effay,
to the confideration of the commerce, we
thall now proceed to the confideration of
the flavery that is founded upon it.  As this -
flavery will be confpicucus in the treatment,
which the unfortunate Africans uniformly
undergo, when they are put into the hands
of the recervers, we thall defcribe the man-
ner in which they are accuftomed to be ufed
from this period.

To place this in the cleareft, and moft con-
{picuous point of view, we thall throw a con-
fiderable part of our information on this head
into the form of a narrative: we fhall fuppofe

H ;3 ourfelves,
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ourfelves, in thort, on the continent of Af-
rica, and relate a fcene, which, from its agree-
ment with unqueftionable facs, might not
unreafonably be prefumed to have been pre-
fented to our view, had we been really there.

And firft, let us turn our eyes to the
cloud of duft that is before us. It feems
to advance rapidly, and, accompanied with
difmal fhrieks and yellings, to make the
very air, that is above it, tremble as it rolls
along. What can poflibly be the caufe ?
Let us inquire of that melancholy African,
who feems to walk deje@ed near the fhore 5
whofe eyes are ftedfaftly fived on the ap-
proaching obje&, and whofe heart, if we
can judge from the appearance of his coun.
tenance, muft be greatly agitated,

“ Alas!” fays the unhappy African, “ the
“ cloud that you fee approaching, is a train
““ of wretched {laves. They are going to
““ the thips behind you. They are deftined
“ for the Englifh colonies, and, if you will
‘¢ ftay here but for a little time, you will
fec them pafs. They were laft night
drawn up upon the plain which you fee
before you, where they were branded
upon the breaft with an oz 7rop ; and

‘¢ when
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¢« when they had undergone the whole of
¢¢ the treatment which is cuftomary on
¢¢ thefe occafions, and which I am informed
¢ that you Englifhmen at home ufe to the
¢ ¢artle which you buy, they were return-
¢ ed to their prifon. As I have fome deal-
¢ ings with the members of the factory
s¢ which you fee at a little diftance, (though
¢ thanks to the Great Spirit, I never dealt
< in the lberty of my fellow creatures) I
¢¢ gained admittance there. .I learned the
« hiftory of fome of the unfortunate peo=-
¢¢ ple, whom I faw confined, and will ex-
< plain to you, if my eye fhould catch them
¢¢ g5 they pafs, the real caufes of their fer-
¢ yitude.”

Scarcely were thefe words {poken, when
they came diftin&ly into fight. They ap-
peared to advance in a long column, but in
a very irregular manner. There were three
only in the front, and thefe were chained
together. The reft that followed feemed to
be chained by pairs, but by prefling forward,
to avoid the lath of the drivers, the breadth
of the column began to be greatly extended,

and ten or more were obferved abreaft.
H 4 While
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While we were making thefe remarks,
the intelligent African thus refumed his
difcourfe. ¢ The firft three whom you
““ obferve, at the head of the train, to be
¢ chained together, are prifoners of war.
“ As foon as the thips that are behind
““ you arrived, the news was difpatched into
“ the inland country; when one of the petty
¢ kings immediately aflembled his fubje@s,
‘¢ and attacked a neighbouring tribe. The
¢ wretched people, though they were furpri-
““ zed, made a formidable refiftance, as they
¢ refolved, almoft all of them, rather t6 lofe
““ their lives, than furvive their liberty. The
¢ perfon whom you fee in the middle, is
‘¢ the father of the two young men, who
¢ are chained to him on each fide. His
¢ wife and two of his children were killed
‘¢ in the attack, and his father being wound-
““ ed, and, on account of hijs age, wncapable
““ of fervitude, was left bleeding on the {pot
“ where this tranfaction happened.”

“ With refpe& to thofs who are now
¢ pafling us, and are immediately behind
¢ the former, I can give you no other in-
¢ telligence, than that fome of them, to

““ about
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about the number of thirty, were taken

-in the fame fkirmith. Their tribe was

faid to have been numerous before the
attack ; thefe however are a// that are Jeft
alive. But with refpect to the unhappy
man, who is now oppofite to us, and
whom you may diftinguifh, as he is now
looking back and wringing his hands in
defpair, I can inform you with more pre-
cifion. He is an unfortunate convi&.
He lived only about five days journey from

_the factory. He went out with his king

to hunt, and was one of his train; but,
through too great an anxiety to afford
his royal mafter diverfion, he roufed the
game from the covert rather fooner than
was expected. The king, exafperated at
this circumftance, immediately fentenced
him to flavery. His wife and children,
fearing left the tyrant fhould extend the
punifhment to themfelves, wbich is nor
unufual, fled direétly to the woods, where
they were all devoured.”

¢ The people, whom you fee clofe be-

hind the unhappy convi&, form a nu-
merous body, and reach a confiderable
‘¢ way.
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way. They fpeak a language, which no

perfon in this part of Africa can under-

ftand, and their features, as you perceive,
are fo different from thofe of the reft, that
they almoft appear a diftin& race of men.
From this circumftance I recolle&t them.
They are the fubje@s of a very diftant
prince, who agreed with the fave mer-
chants, for a quantity of [pirituous liguors,
to furnith him with a ftipulated number
of flaves. He accordingly furrounded,
and fet fire to one of his own villages in the
night, and feized thefe people, who were

~unfortunately the inhabitants, as they

were efcaping from the flames. I firft
faw them as the merchants were driving
them in, about two days ago. They came
in a large body, and were tied together at
the neck with leather thongs, which per-
mitted them to walk at the diftance of
about a yard from one another. Many
of them were loaden with elephants teeth,
which had been purchafed at the fame
time. All of them had bags, made of
fkin, upon their thoulders; for as they
were to travel, in their way from the

¢ great
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‘¢ great mountains, through barren fands and
¢ inhofpitable woods for many days toge-
¢ ther, they were obliged to carry water
¢ and provifions with them. Notwith-
‘¢ ftanding this, many of them . perithed,
‘¢ fome by hunger, but the greateft number
““ by fatigue, as the place from whence they
¢ came, is at {fuch an amazing diftance from
‘¢ this, and the obftacles, from the nature
“¢ of the country, fo great, that the journey
‘¢ could {fcarcely be completed in feven
¢ moons.”

When this relation was finithed, and we
had been looking ftedfaftly for fome time
on the croud that was going by, we loft
fight of that peculiarity of feature, which
we had before remarked. We then difco-
vered that the inhabitants of the depopu-
lated village had all of them paffed us, and
that the part of the train, to which we
were now oppofite, was a numerous body
of kidnapped people. Here we indulged
our imagination. We thought we beheld
in one of them a father, in another an huf-

band, and in another a fon, each of whom
was forced from his various and tender con-
nections,
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nections, and without even the opportunity
of bidding them adieu. While we were en-
gaged in thefe and other melancholy reflec-
tions, the whole body of flaves had entirely
pafled us. We turned almoft infenfibly to
look at them again, when we difcovered an
unhappy man at the end of the train, who
could fcarcely keep pace with the reft. His
feet feemed to have fuffered much from long
and conftant travelling, for he was limp-
ing painfully along.

¢ This man, refumes the African, has
¢ travelled a confiderable way. He lived
¢ at a great diftance from hence, and had
¢ a large family, for whom he was daily to
¢ provide. As he went out one night to
¢ a neighbouring fpring, to procure water
¢ for his thirfty children, he was kid-
““ napped by two flave hunters, who {old
“ him in the morning to fome country
‘¢ merchants for a ar of iron. Thefe drove
“ him with other flaves, procured almoft
¢ in the fame manner, to the neareft mark-
“ et, where the Englifh merchants, to
““ whom the train that has juft now paffed
‘¢ us belongs, purchafed him and two others,

113 by
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by means of their travelling agents, for a
piftol.  His wife and children have been
long waiting for his return. But he is
gone for ever from their fight: and they
muft be now difconfolate, as they muft
be certain by his delay, that he has fal-
len into the hands of the Chriffians.
““ And now, as I have mentioned the
name of Cbriflians, a name, by which
the Europeans diftinguith themfelves from
us, I could with to be informed of the
meaning which fuch an appellation may
convey. They confider themfelves as
men, but us unfortunate Africans, whom
they term Heatbhens, as the beafls that
ferve us. But ah! how different is the
fact! What is Chriftianity, but a fyftem
of murder and oppreffion 2 The cries and
yells of the unfortunate people, who are
now foon to embark for the regions of
fervitude, have already pierced my heart.
Have you not heard me figh, while we
have been talking? Do you not fee the
tears that now trickle down my cheeks ?
and yet thefe hardened Chriffians are un-
able to be moved at all: nay, they will
’ ¢ {courge
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“ fcourge them amidft their groans, and

even {mile, while they are torturing them
“ to death. ' Happy, happy Heathenifin !
¢ which can deteft the vices of Chriftia-
“ nity, and feel for the diftrefles of man-
¢ kind.” '

“But” wereply, ““ You are totally miftak-
““ en: Chriftianity is the moft perfe&t and
¢ lovely of moral fyftems. It blefles even
‘¢ the hand of perfecution itfelf, and re-
¢ turns good for evil. But the people
¢ againft whom you fo juftly declaim,
““ are not Chriyluans. 'They are infidels.
“ They are monflers. 'They are out of
¢ the common courfe of nature. Their
¢ countrymen at home are generous and
¢¢ brave. They fupport the fick, the lame,
‘¢ and the blind. They fly to the fuccour
 of the diftrefled. They have noble and
¢ ftately buildings for the fole purpofe of
“¢ benevolence. They are in fhort, of all
¢ nations, the moft remarkable for huma-
¢ nity and juftice.”

‘¢ But why then,” replies the honeft Af-
rican,” ¢ do they fuffer this ? Why is Africa
““ a fcene of blood and defolation ? Why
“ are

(19
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are her children wrefted from her, to ad-
minifter to the luxuries and greatnefs of
thofe whom they never offended ? And
why are thefe difmal cries in vain ?”

“ Alas!” we reply again, ¢ can the cries
and groans, with which the air now
trembles, be heard acrofs this extenfive
continent ? Can the fouthern winds con-
vey them to the ear of Britain? If they
could reach the generous Englithman at
home, they would pierce his heart, as
they have already pierced your own. He
would fympathize with you in your dif-
trefs. He would be enraged at the con-
duct of his countrymen, and refift their
tyranny.”— '

But here a fthriek unufually loud, accom-

panied with a dreadful rattling of chains,
interrupted the difcourfe. The wretched
Africans were juft about to embark : they
had turned their face to their country, as if
to take a laft adieu, and, with arms uplifted
to the fky, were making the very atmo-
{phere refound with their prayers and im-
precations,

CHAP,
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C H A P. I

The foregoing fcene, though it may be
faid to be imaginary, is ftrictly confiftent
with fa&t. It isa fcene, to which the rea-
der himfelf may have been witnefs, if he
has ever vifited the place, where it is {up-
poled to lie; as no circumftance whatever
has been inferted in it, for which the fulleft
and moft undeniable evidence cannot be pro-
duced. We fhall proceed now to defcribe,
in general terms, the treatment which the
wretched Africans undergo, from the time
of their embarkation.

When the African flaves, who are col-
lected from various quarters, for the pur-
pofes of fale, are delivered over to the
receivers, they are condu&ed in the manner

above defcribed to the thips. Their fitua-
- tion on board is beyond all defcription :
for here they are crouded, hundreds of them
together, into fuch a {mall compafs, as would
{carcely be thought fufficient to accommodate
twenty, if confidered as fiee men. This
confinement foon produces an effec, that

may
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may be eafily imagined. It generates a
peftilential air, which, co-operating with
bad provifions, occafions fuch a ficknefs
and mortality among them, that not lefs
than * rwenty thoufand are generally taken
off in every yearly tranfportation.

Thus confined in a peftilential prifon,
and almoft entirely excluded from the chear-
ful face of day, it remains for the fickly
furvivors to linger out a miferable exiftence,
till the voyage is finithed. But are no far-
ther evils to be expected in the interim
particularly if we add to their already
wretched fituation the indignities that are
daily offered them, and the regret which
they muft conftantly feel, at being for ever
forced from their connexions ? Thefe evils
are but too apparent. Some of them have
refolved, and, notwithftanding the threats

* Ttis uhivérfally allowed, that at leaft one fifth of the
exported negroes perith in the paffage. This eftimate is made
from the time in which they are put on board, to the time
when they are difpofed of in the colonies. The French are
{uppofed to lofe the greateft number in the voyage, but par-
ticularly from this circumftance, becaufe their flave thips are
in general fo very large, that many of the flaves that have been
put on board fickly, die before the cargo can be completed.

I of
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of the recervers, have carried their refolves
into execution, to ftarve themfelves to death.
Others, when they have been brought
upon deck for air, if the leaft opportunity
has offered, have leaped into the fea, and
terminated their miferies at once. Others,
in a fit of defpair, have attempted to rife,
and regain their liberty. But here what a
fcene of barbarity has conftantly enfued.
Some of them have been inftantly killed
upon the {pot ; fome have been taken from
the hold, have been bruifed and mutilated
in the moft barbarous and fhocking man-
ner, and have been returned bleeding to
their companions, as a fad example of re-
fitance ; while others, tied to the ropes of
the fhip, and mangled alternately with the
whip and knife, have been left in that hor-
rid fituation, till they have expired.

But this is not the only inhuman treat-
ment which they are frequently obliged to
undergo ; for if there fhould be any necef-
fity, from tempeftuous weather, for light-
ening the thip; or if it thould be prefumed
on the voyage, that the provifions will fall
fhort before the port can be made, they

are
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are, many of them, thrown into the fea,
without any compun&ion of mind on the
part of the receivers, and without any other
regret for their lofs, than that which zva-
rice infpires., Wretched furvivors! what
muft be their feelings at fuch a fight ! how
muft they tremble to think of that fervitude
which is approaching, when the very dogs
of the receivers have been retained on board,
and preferred to their unoffending country-
men. But indeed {o lightly are thefe un-
happ‘y people efteemed, that their lives have
been even taken away upon {peculation :
there has been an inftance,* within the laft
five years, of one hundred and thirty rwo of

* This inftance happened in a fhip, commanded by one
Collingwood. On the 2gth of November, 1731, fifty-four
of them were thrown into the fea alive ; on the 3oth forty-
two more ;3 and in about three days afterwards, twenty-fix,
Ten others, who were brought upon the deck for the fame
purpofe, did not wait to be hand-cuffed, but bravely leaped
into the fea, and fhared the fate of their companions. lIt is
a fa@, that the people on board this fhip had not been put
upon fhort allowance. The excufe which this execrable
wretch made on board for his condu®, was the following,
¢ that if the flaves, awho avere then Sickly, had died a natural
““ death, the lofs would have been the cwners ;5 but as they were
¢ thrown alive into the fea, it would fall upon the underzoriters.”

Iz them
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them being thrown into the fea, becaufe it
was {uppofed that, by this #7ick, their value
could be recovered from the infurers.

But if the fhip fhould arrive fafe at its
deftined port, a circumftance which does
not “always happen, (for fome have been
blown up, and many loft) the wretched
Africans do not find an alleviation of their
forrow. Here they are again expofed to
fale. Here they are again fubjeted to the
infpection of other brutal receivers, who
examine and treat them with an inhuma-
nity, at which even avarice fhould blufh.
To this mortifying circumftance is added
another, that they are picked out, as the
purchafer pleafes, without any confideration
whether the wife is feparated from her
hufband, or the mother from her fon: and
if thefe cruel inftances of feparation thould
happen ; if relations, when they find them-
felves about to be parted, fhould cling to-
gether; or if filial, conjugal, or parental
affection, fhould detain them buta moment
longer in each other’s arms, than thefe fecond
receivers fthould think fufficient, the lath in-
ftantly {evers them from their embraces.

We
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We cannot clofe our account of the treat-
ment, which the wretched Africans under-
go while in the hands of the firf? recervers,
without mentioning an inftance of wanton
barbarity, which happened fome time ago;
particularly as it may be inferted with pro-
priety in the prefent place, and may give
the reader a better idea of the c1uelt1es, to
which they are continually expofed than
any that he may have yet conceived. To
avoid making a miftake, we fhall take the
liberty that has been allowed us, and tran-
{cribe it from a little manufcript account,
with which we have been favoured by a
*perfon  of the fricteft integrity, and
who was at that time in the place where
the tranfaction happened. ‘¢ Not long
¢ after,” fays he, (continuing his account)

* This gentleman is at prefent refident in England. The
author of this Effay applied to him for fome information on
the treatment of flaves, fo far as his own knowledge was con-
cerned. He was fo obliging as to furnifh him with the writ-
ten account alluded to, interfperfed only with fuch inftances,
as he himfelf could undertake to anfwer for. The author,
as he has never met with thefe inftances before, and as they
are of fuch high authority, intends to tranfcribe two or three
of them, and infert them in the fourth chapter. They will be
found in inverted commas.

I3 “ the
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the perpetrator of a cruel murder, com-
mitted in open day light, in the moft
publick part of a town, which was the
feat of government, efcaped every other
notice than the curfes of a few of the
more humane witnefles of his barbarity.
An officer of a Guinea thip, who had the
care of a number of new flaves, and was
returning from the fale-yard to the veflel
with fuch as remained unfold, obferved a
ftout fellow among them rather flow in
his motions, which he therefore quicken-
ed with hisrattan. The flave foon after-
wards fell down, and was raifed by the
fame application. Moving forwards a
few yards, he fell down again ; and this
being taken as a proof of his fullen per-
verfe {pirit, the enraged officer furioufly
repeated his blows till he expired at his
feet. The brute coolly ordered fome of
the furviving flaves to carry the dead body
to the water’s fide, where, without any
ceremony or delay, being thrown into
the fea, the tragedy was fuppofed to have
been immediately finithed by the not more
inhuman tharks, with which the harbour

¢ then
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¢¢ then abounded. Thefe voracious fith were
¢ fuppofed to have followed the veflels from
¢« the coaft of Africa, in which ten thoufand
¢ flaves were imported in that one feafon,
¢¢ being allured by the ftench, and daily fed
““ by the dead carcafles thrown overboard
‘“ on the voyage.”

If the reader fhould obferve here, that
cattle are better protected in this country,
than flaves in the colonies, his obfervation
will be juft. The beaft which is driven to
market, is defended by law from the goad
of the driver ; whereas the wretched Afri-
can, though an human being, and whofe
feelings receive of courfe a double poignan-
cy from the power of refle¢tion, is unnoticed
in this refpect in the colonial code, and may
be goaded and beaten till he expires.

We may now take our leave of the fir/?
recetvers. 'Their crime has been already
eftimated; and to reafon farther upon it,
would be unneceffary. For where the con-
du& of men is fo manifeftly impious, there
can be no need, either of a fingle argument or
a refletion; as every reader of fenfibility
will anticipate them in his own feelings.

14 CHAP.
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C H A P. Il

When the wretched Africans are thus put
into the hands of the fecond recervers, they
are conveyed to the plantations, where they
are totally confidered as caztle, or beafts of
labour 5 their very children, if any fhould be
born to them in that fituation, being previ-
oufly deftined to the condition of their pa-
rents. But here a queftion arifes, which
will interrupt the thread of the narration
for a little time, viz. how far their defcen-
dants, who compofe the fifth order of flaves,
are juftly reduced to fervitude, and upon what
Principl’es the receivers defend their condué.

Authors have been at great pains to in-
quire, why, in the ancient fervitude, the
child has uniformly followed the condi-
tion of the mother. But we conceive that
they would have faved themfelves much
trouble, and have done themfelves more
credit, if inftead of endeavouring to recon-
cile the cuftom with Aeatben notions, or their
own- laboured conjeGures, they had fhewn
its inconfiftency with reafon and nature,
and its repugnancy to common juftice.
Suffice it to fay, that the whole theory of
the ancients, with refpe to the defcen-

dants
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dants of flaves, may be reduced to this
principle, “¢ that as the parents, by becom-
¢ ing property, were wholly confidered as
¢ cattle, their children, like #he pragehy of
‘¢ cattle, inherited their parental lot.”

Such alfo is the excufe of the tyrannical
receivers before-mentioned. They allege,
that they have purchafed the parents, that
they can fell and difpofe of them as they
pleafe, that they poffefs them under the
fame laws and limitations as their cattle,
and that their children, like the progeny
of thefe, become their property &y birzh.

But the abfurdity of the argument will
immediately appear. It depends wholly on
the fuppofition, that the parents are brutes.
If they are brutes, we fhall inftantly ceafe to
contend : if they are men, which we think
it not difficult to prove, the argument muft
immediately fall, as we have already thewn
that there cannot juftly be any properzy what-
ever in the buman [pecies.

It has appeared alfo, in the fecond 'part
of this Effay, that as nature made every
man’s body and mind Ais own, {o no Juf?
perfon can be reduced to flavery againft his
own confent. Do the unfortunate offspring

ever
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ever confent to be {laves ?—They are e flaves
from their birth.—Are they guilty of crimes,
that they lofe their freedom ?—They are flaves
~ when they cannot {peak.—Are their parents
abandoned ? The crimes of the parents can-
not juftly extend to the children.

Thus then muft the tyrannical receivers,
who prefume to fentence the children of
flaves to fervitude, if they mean to difpute
upon the juftice of their caufe; either allow
them to have been érutes from their birth,
or to have been guilty of crimes at a time,
when they were incapable of oﬁendlng the
very King of Kzng:

C H A P. 1IV.

But to return to the narration. When
the wretched Africans are conveyed to the
plantations, they are confidered as deafs of
labour, and are put to their refpective work.
Having led, in their own country, a life of
indolence and eafe, where the earth brings
forth fpontaneoufly the comforts of life, and
{pares frequently the toil and trouble of
cultivation, they can hardly be expected to

endure
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endure the drudgeries of fervitude. Calcu-
lations are accordingly made upon their
lives. It is conjectured, that if three in four
furvive what is called. the feafoning, the
bargain is highly favourable. This feafon-
ing i1s faid to expire, when the two firft
‘years of their fervitude are completed : It
is the time which an African muft take to
be fo accuftomed to the colony, as to
be able to endure the common labour
of a plantation, and to be put into the
gong. At the end of this period the calcu~
lations become verified, * zwenty thoufand

* One third of the whole number imported, is often com-
puted to be loft in the feafoning, which, in round numbers,
will be 27000, The lofs in the feafoning depends, in a great
meafure, on two circumftances, viz. on the number of what are
called refufe flaves that are imported, and on the quantity of new
land in the colony. In the French windward iflands of Marti-
nico, and Guadaloupe, which are cleared and highly cultivated,
and in our old {mall iflands, one fourth, including refufe
flaves, is confidered as a general proportion. But in St. Do-
mingo, where there is a great deal of new land annually taken
into culture, and in other colonies in the fame fituation, the
general proportion, including refufe flaves, is found to be one
third, This therefore is a lower eftimate than the former,
and reduces the number to about z3000. We may obferve,
that this is the common eftimate, but we have reduced it to
20000 to make it free from all obje&tion,

of
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of thofe, who are annually imported, dy-
ing before the feafoning is over. This is
furely an horrid and awful confideration:
and thus does it appear, (and let it be re-
membered, that it is the loweft calculation
that has been ever made upon the f{ubje)
that out of every annual fupply that i
thipped frem the coaft of Africa, I forty
thoufand lives are regularly expended, even
before it can be faid, that there is really any
additional ftock for the colonies.

When the feafoning is over, and the fur-
vivors are thus enabled to endure the ufual
tafk of flaves, they are confidered as real and
fubftantial fupplies. * From this period
therefore we fhall defcribe their fituation.

They

1 Including the number that perith on the voyage, and ia
the feafoning. It is generally thought that not half
the number purchafed can be confidered as an additional ftock,
and of courfe that 50,000 are confumed within the firft two
years from their embarkation.

* That part of the account, that has been hitherto given,
extends to all the Europeans and their colonifts, who are con-
cerned in this horrid practice. But we are forry that we mut
now make a diftin€tion, and confine the remaining part of it
to the colonifts of the Britith Weft India iflands, and to thofe
of the fouthern provinces of North America. As the employ-

meng
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They are fummoned at five in the morn-
ing to begin their work. This work may
be divided into two kinds, the culture of
the fields, and the colleGtion of grafs for
cattle. The laft is the moft laborious and
intolerable employment ; as the grafs can
only be collected blade by blade, and is to
be fetched frequently twice a day at a con-
fiderable diftance from the plantation. In
thefe two occupations they are jointly taken
up, with no other intermiffion than that
of taking. their f{ubfiftence twice, till nine
at night. They then feparate for their re-
{fpective huts, when they gather fticks, pre-
pare their fupper, and attend their families.
This employs them till midnight, when
they go to reft. Such is their daily way
of life for rather more than half the year.
They are fixteen hours, including two in-
tervals at meals, in the fervice of their maf-

ment of flaves is different in the two parts of the world laft
mentioned, we fhall content ourfelves with defcribing it, as it
exifts in one of them, and we fhall afterwards annex f{uch
treatment and fuch confequences as are applicable to both.
We have only to add, that the reader muft not confider our
account as umiver/ally, but only generally, true.

ters:
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ters: they are employed three afterwards in
their own neceflary concerns; fve only re-
main for {leep, and their day is finifhed.
During the remaining portion of the
year, or the time of crop, the nature, as
well as the time of their employment, is
confiderably changed. The whole gang is
generally divided into two or three bodies.
One of thefe, befides the ordinary labour
of the day, is kept in turn at the mills,
that are conftantly going, during the whole
of the night. This is a dreadful encroach-
ment upon their time of reft, which was
before too fhort to permit them perfe@ly
to refrefh their wearied limbs, and aually
reduces their fleep, as long as this feafon
lafts, to about three hours and an half a
night, upon a moderate * computation.
Thofe who can keep their eyes open during
their nightly labour, and are willing to refift
the drowfinefs that is continually coming
upon them, are prefently worn out; while

* This computation is made on a fuppofition, that the gang
is divided into three bodies; we call it therefore moderate,
becaufe the gang is frequently divided into two bodies, which
mult therefore fet up alternately every sther night.

{fome
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fome of thofe, who are overcome, and who
feed the mill between afleep and awake,
fuffer, for thus obeying the calls of nature,
by the +lofs of a limb. In this manner
they go on, with little or no refpite from
their work, till the crop feafon is over, when
the year (from the time of our firft defcrip-
tion) is completed.

* To fupport alife of fuch unparalleled
drudgery, we fhould at leaft expect to find,
that they were comfortably clothed, and
plentifully fed. But fad reverfe! they have
fcarcely a covering to defend themfelves
againft the inclemency of the night. Their
provifions are frequently bad, and are always
dealt out to them with fuch a fparing hand,
that the means of a bare livelihood are not
placed within the reach of four out of five
of thefe unhappy people. It is a fa@, that
many of the diforders of flaves are contracted
from eating the vegetables, which their little

+ An hand or arm being frequently ground off.

* The reader will fcarcely believe it, but it is a fa&, that a
flave’s annual allowance from his mafter, for provifions, cloth~
ing, medicines when fick, &c, is limited, upon an average,
to thirty fhillings,

{pots
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fpots produce, before they are fufficiently
ripe: a clear indication, that the calls of
hunger are frequently {o prefling, as not to
fuffer them to wait, till they can really en-
joy them.

This fituation, of a want of the common
neceflaries of life, added to that of hard and
continual labour, muft be fufficiently pain-
ful of itfelf. How then muft the pain be
tharpened, if it be accompanied with feve-
rity ! if an unfortunate flave does not come
into the field exa&ly at the appointed time,
if, drooping with ficknefs or fatigue, he ap-

ears to work unwillingly, or if the bundle
of grafs that he has been colleéting, appears
too fmall in the eye of the overfeer, he is
equally fure of experiencing the whip. This
inftrument erafes the fkin, and cuts out {fmall
portions of the fleth at almoft every ftroke ;
and is fo frequently applied, that the fmack
of it is all day long in the ears of thofe,
who are in the vicinity of the plantations.
This feverity of mafters, or managers, to their
flaves, which is confidered only as common
difcipline, 1s attended with bad effects. It
enables them to behold inftances of cruelty
without




oF THE HuMAN SprcCiEks. 145

without cémmiferation; aiid to be guilty of
them without remorfe. Hence thofe many
acts of deliberate mutilation, that have taken
place on the flighteft occafions : hence thofe
many alts of inferiour, though fhocking,
barbarity, that have taken place without
any occafion atall : * the very {flitting of ears
has been confidered as an operation, fo per-
fe¢tly devoid of pain, as to have been per-
formed for no other reafon than that for
which a brand is fet upon cattle, as a mark
of property.

But this is not the only effe&, which this
feverity produces : for while it hardens their
hearts, and makes them infenfible of the

* <« A boy having received fix flaves as a prefent
¢ from his father, immediately {flit their ears, and for the
¢« following reafon, that as his father was a whimfical man,
“ he might claim them again, unlefs they were marked.”
We do not mention this inftance as a confirmation of the paf-
fage to which it is annexed, but only to fhew, how cautious
we ought to be in giving credit to what may be advanced in
any work written in defence of flavery, by any native of the
colonies: for being trained up to fcenes of cruelty from his
cradle, he may, confiftently with his own feelings, reprefent
that treatment as mild, at which we, who have never been
ufed to fee them, thould abfolutely fhudder,

K mifery
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mifery of their fellow-creatures, it begets a
turn for wanton cruelty. As a proof of
this, we fhall mention one, among the
many inftances that occur, where ingenuity
has been exerted in contriving modes of
torture. ¢ Aniron coflin, with holes in it,
““ was kept by a certain colonift, as an
¢ auxiliary to the lath. In this the poor
“ vidim of the mafler’s refentment was
inclofed, and placed fufliciently near a

€<

““ fire, to oceafion extreme pain, and con-

fequently fhrieks and groans, until the
¢ revenge of the malfter was fatiated, with-
‘“ out any other inconvenience on his part,
¢¢ than a temporary fufpenfion of the flave’s
¢¢ labour.  Had he been flogged to death,
¢ or his limbs mutilated, the intereft of the
¢ brutal tyrant would have {uffered a more

¢ irreparable lofs.
¢ In mentioning this inftance, we do
¢ not mean to infinuate, that it is com-
¢ mon. We know that it was reprobated
“ by many. All that we would infer from
‘¢ it 1s, that where men are habituated to
a {yftem of feverity, they become wan-
tonly cruel, and that the mere toleration
6¢ Of

€¢

€¢

¢
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¢ of fuch an inftrument of torture, in any
“ country, is a clear indication, zhar zhis
““ wretched clafs of men do nor there enjoy
“ the protection of any laws, that may be
« pretended to have been' enafted iy their
¢ favour.”

Such then is the general fituation of the
unfortunate Africans. They are beaten and
tortured at difcretion. They are badly cloth-
ed. Theyare miferably fed. Their drudgery
1s intenfe and inceflant, and their ref thort.
For fcarcely are their heads reclined, {carcely
have their bodies a refpite from the labour
of the day, or the cruel hand of the over-
feer, but they are fummoned to renew thejr -
forrows. In this manner they go on from
year to year, in a {tate of the loweft degra-
dation, without a fingle law to protec
them, without the pofiibility of redrefs,
without a hope that their fituation will be
changed, unlefs death fhould terminate the
{cene.

Having defcribed the general fituation of
thefe unfortunate people, we fhall now take
notice of the common confequences that are
found to attend it, and relate them fepa-

K2 rately,
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rately, as they refult either from long and
painful /abour, a want of the common necef-

faries of life, or continual feverity.
Opprefled by a daily tatk of fuch immo-
derate labour as human nature is utterly
unable to perform, many of them run away
from their mafters. They fly to the recefles
of the mountains, where they choofe rather
to live upon any thing that the foil affords
them, nay, the very foil itfelf, than return
to that bappy fituation, which is reprefented
by the recezvers, as the condition of a flave.
It fometimes happens, that the manager
of a mountain plantation, falls in with
one of thefe; he immediately feizes him,
and threatens to carry him to his former
mafter, unlefs he will confent to live
on the mountain and cultivate his ground.
When his plantation is put in order, he
carries the delinquent home, abandons him
to all the fuggeftions of defpotick rage, and
accepts a reward for his Aonefly. 'The un-
happy wretch is chained, fcourged, tortur-
ed ; and all this, becaufe he obeyed the dic-
tates of nature, and wanted to be free. And
who is there, that would not have done the
fame
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fame thing, in the fame fituation ? Who is
there, that has once known ths charms of
liberty, that would not fly from defpotifin ?
And yet, by the impious laws of the recei-
vers, the * abfence of fix months from the
Iath of tyranny is ~——death.

But this law is even mild, when com-
pared with another again{t the fame offence,
which was in force f{ometime ago, and
which we fear is even now in force, in fome
of thofe colonies which this account of
the treatment comprehends. << Advertife-
“ ments have frequently appeared there,
¢ offering a reward for the apprehending
“ of fugitive flaves either alive or dead.
¢ The following inftance was given us by
“ a perfon of unqueftionable veracity, un-
¢ der whofe own obfervation it fell. As

* In this cafe he is confidered as a criminal againft the ftate.
T'he maifbal, an officer anfwering to our fheriff, fuperintends his
execution, and the mafter receives the value of the flave from
the publick treafury. We may obferve here, that in all cafes
where the delinquent is a criminal of the ftate, he is executed,
and his value is received in the fame manner. He is tried and
condemned by two or three juftices of the peacc, and without
any intervention of a_jury.

K 3 ' “ he
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‘¢ he was travelling in one of the colonies
* alluded to, he obferved fome people in
‘¢ purfuit of a poor wretch, who was feck-
¢ ing in the wilderpefs an afylum from his
¢ labours. He heard the dificharge of a
‘¢ gun, and foon afterwards ftopping at an
““ houfe for refrethment, the head of the
‘¢ fugitive, ftill reeking with blood, was
brought in and laid upon a table with
‘“ exultation, The produ&ion of fuch a
“ trophy was the proof required by law to
¢ entitle the heroes to their reward.” Now
reader determine if you can, who were the
moft execrable; the rulers of the flate in
authorizing murder, or the people in being
bribed to commit it.

This is one of the common confequences
of that immoderate fhare of labour, which
1s impofed upon them; nor is that, which
is the refult of a fcanty allowance of food,
lefs to be lamented. The wretched African
is often fo deeply pierced by the excrucia-
ting fangs of hunger, as almoft to be driven
to defpair. What is he to do in fuch a
trymg fituation ? Let him apply to the re-
¢eivers.  Alas! the majefty of recerverfhip

is

€¢
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is too facred for the appeal, and the intru-
fion would be fatal. Thus attacked on the
one hand, and fhut out from every poflibi-
lity' of relief on the other, he has only the
choice of being ftarved, or of relieving his
neceflities by taking a fmall portion of the
fruits of his own labour. Horrid crime!
to be found eating the cane, which proba-
bly his own hands have planted, and to be
cating it, becaufe his neceflities were pref-
fing ! This crime however is of.fuch a mag-
nitude, as always to be accompanied with
the whip ; and fo unmercifully has it been
applied on fuch an occafion, as to have been
the caufe, in wet weather, of the delin-

- quent’s death. But the fmart of the whip

has not been the only pain that the wretch-

‘ed Africans have expcricnced. Any thing

that paflion could feize, and convert into
an inftrument of punifhment, has been ufed ;
and, horrid to relate! the very knife has
not been overlooked in the fit of phrenzy.
Ears have been {lit, eyes have been beaten
out, and bones have been broken; and fo
frequently has this been the cafe, that it has
been a matter of conftant lamentation with

K4 difinterefted
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difinterefted people, who out of curiofity
have attended the * markets to which thefe
unhappy people weekly refort, that they
have not been able to turn their eyes on any
group of them whatever, but they have be-
held thefe inhuman marks of pafiion, def-
potifm, and caprice.

But thefe inftances of barbarity have not
been able to deter them from fimilar pro-
ceedings. And indeed, how can it be ex-
pected that they fhould? They have ftill
the fame appetite to be fatisfied as before,
and to drive them to defperation. They
creep out clandeftinely by night, and go in
fearch of food into their mafler’s, or fome
neighbouring plantation, But here they
are almoft equally fure of fuffering. The
watchman, who will be punifhed himfelf,
if he neglects his duty, frequently feizes
them in the fat. No excufe or intreaty
will avail ; he muft punith them for an ex-
ample, and he muft punith them, not with

® Particularly in Jamaica. Thefe obfervations were made

by difinterefted people, who were there for three or four
years dyring the late war.

a ftick,
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a ftick, nor with a whip, but with a cutlafs,
Thus it happens, that thefe unhappy flaves,
if they are taken, are either fent away man-
gled in a barbarous manner, or are killed
upon the fpot.

We may now mention the confequences
of the feverity. The wretched Africans,
daily fubjected to the lath, and unmercifully
whipt and beaten on every trifling occafion,
have been found to refift their oppofers.
Unpardonable crime ! that they fhould have
the feelings of nature! that their breafts
fhould glow with refentment on an injury !
that they fhould be {o far overcome, as to
refift thofe, whom tbey are under no obliga-
tions to obey, and whofe only title to their
fervices conlfifts in z violation of the rights of
men ! What has been the confequence ?—
But here let us fpare the feelings of the
reader, (we wifh we could fpare our own)
and let us only fay, without a recital of the
cruelty, zhat they bhave been murdered ot the
difcretion of their mafters. For let the rea-
der obferve, that the life of an African jis
only valued at a price, that would {carcely
purchafe an horfe; that the mafter has a
| powey
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power of murdering his flave, if he pays but
a trifling fine; and that the murder muft be
attended with uncommon circumftances of

horrour, if it even produces an inquiry.
Immortal Alfred! father of our invalua-
ble conflitution ! parent of the civil blef
fings we enjoy ! how ought thy laws to ex-
cite our love and veneration, who haft for-
bidden us, thy pofterity, to tremble at the
frown of tyrants | how ought they to per-
petuate thy name, as venerable, to the re-
moteft ages, who has fecured, even to the
meaneft fervant, a fair and impartial tria] !
How much does nature approve thy laws,
as confiftent with her own feeiings, while
the abfolutely turns pale, trembles, and re-
coils, at the inftitutions of thefe recesvers !
Execrable men! you do not murder the
horfe, on which you only ride; you do not
mutilate the cow, which only affords you
her milk ; you do not torture the dog, which
is but a partial fervant of your pleafures :
but thefe unfortunate men, from whom
you derive your very pleafures and your
fortunes, you torture, mutilate, murder at
difcretion ! Sleep then you receivers, if you
can,
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can, while you fcarcely allow thefe unfor-
tunate people to reft atall ! feaft if you can,
and indulge your genius, while you daily
apply to thefe unfortunate people the ftings
of feverity and hunger! exult in riches, at
at which even avarice ought to thudder, and
which humanity muft deteft!

C H-A P V,

»

Some people may fuppofe, from the me-
lancholy account that has been given in the
preceding chapter, that we have been abfo-
lutely dealing in romance: that the fcene
exhibited is rather a dreary piGure of the
imagination, than a reprefentation of fa&,
Would to heaven, for the honour of human
nature, that this were really the cafe! We
wifh we could fay, that we have no teftimony
to produce for any of our aflertions, and that
our defcription of the general treatment of
flaves has been greatly exaggerated.

But the recervers, notwithftanding the
ample and difinterefted evidence, that can be
brought on the occafion, do not admit the
defcription to be true. They fay firft,

¢ that
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¢¢ that if the flavery were fuch as has been
““ now reprefented, no human being could
“ poflibly fupport it long.” Melancholy
truth! the wretched ~Africans generally
perifh in their prime Let them refle¢t upon
the prodigious fupplies that are annually
required, and their argument will be noth-
ing' lefs than 2 confeflion, that the flavery
has been juftly depicted. |
They appeal next to every man’s own
reafon, and defire him to think ferioufly,
whether ¢ felf-intereft will not always re-
¢ ftrain the mafter from aéts of cruelty to
< the flave, and whether fuch accounts
¢ therefore, as the foregoing, do not con-
¢ tain within themfelves, their own refu-
< tation.” We anfwer, ¢ No.” For if
this reftraining principle be as powerful as
it is imagined, why does not the general
conduct of men afford us a better picture
What is imprudence, or what is vice, but
a departure from every man’s own intereft,
and yet thefe are the chara&erifticks of more

than half the world }——
—But, to come more clofely to the pre-
fent cafe, fe/f-intereft will be found but a
weak
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weak barrier. againft ‘the fallies of paffion :
particularly where it has been daily indul-
ged in its greateft latitude, and there are no
laws to reftrain its calamitous effedts. If
the obfervation be true, that pafiion is a
thort madnefs, then it is evident that felf-
intereft, and every other confideration, muit
be loft, fo long as it continues. We can-
not have a ftronger inftance of this, than in
a circumftance related in the fecond part of
this Effay, ¢ that though the Africans have
gone to war for the exprefs purpofe of
procuring {laves, yet {o great has been their
refentment at the refiftance they have fre-
quently found, that their pafion has entire-
ly got the better of their ntereff, and they
have murdered all without any difcrimina-
tion, either of age or fex.” Such may be
prefumed to be the cafe with the no lefs
favage recervers. Imprefled with the moft
haughty and tyrannical notions, eafily pro-
voked, accuftomed to indulge their anger,
and, above all, habituated to {cenes of cru-
elty, and unawed by the fear of laws, they
will hardly be found to be exempt from the

common failings of human nature, and to
{pare
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fpare an unlucky {lave, at a time when men
of cooler temper, and better regulated paf-
fions, are fo frequently blind to their own
interefk. ' ,

But if pafion may be fuppofed to be gene-
rally more than a ballance for interefl, how
muft the fcale be turned in favour of the
melancholy picture exhibited, when we re-
flet that felf-prefervation additionally fteps
in, and demands the. moft rigorous feveriry.
For when we confider that where there is
one mafter, there are fif#y flaves; that the
latter have been all forcibly torn from their
country, and are retained in their prefent
fituation by violence ; that they are perpe-
tually at war in their hearts with their op-
preflors, and are continually cherithing the
feeds of revenge; it is evident that even
avarice herfelf, however cool and deliberate,
however free from paffion and caprice, muft
facrifice her own fordid feelings, and adopt
a fyftem of tyranny and oppreflion, which
it muft be ruinous to purfue.

Thus then, if no picure had been drawn
of the fituation of flaves, and it had been
left {olely to every man’s fober judgment to

determine,
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determine, what it might probably be, he
would conclude, that if the fituation were
juftly deferibed, the page muft be frequent-
ly ftained with aéts of uncommon cruelty.
It remains only to make a reply to an
objection, that is ufually advanced againft
particular inftances of cruelty to flaves, as
recorded by various writers. It is faid that
“ fome of thefe are fo inconceivably, and
‘“ beyond all example inhuman, that their
¢ very excefs above the common meafure of
“ cruelty fhews them at once exaggerated
“ and incredible.” But their credibility
fhall be eftimated by a fuppofition. Let
us {uppofe -that the following inftance had
been recorded by a writer of the higheft
reputation, ¢ that the mafter of a thip,
‘¢ bound to the weftern colonies with {flaves,
“ on a prefumption that many of them
< would die, fele¢ted an bundred and thirty .
¢ rwo of the moft fickly, and ordered them
““ to be thrown into the fea, to recover
¢ their value from the infurers, and, above
¢ all, that the fatal order was put into exe-
“ cution.” What would the reader have
thought on the occafion? Would he have
. believed
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believed the fact? It would have furely
ftaggered his faith ; becaufe he could never
have heard that any oze man ever was, and
could never have fuppofed that any one
man ever could be, guilty of the murder of
Jfuch a number of his fellow creatures. But
when he is informed that fuch a fa& as
this came before * a court of juftice in this
very country ; that it happened within the
laft five years ; that hundreds can come for-
wards and fay, that they heard the melan-
choly evidence with tears; what bounds is
he to place to his belief? The great God,
who looks down upon all his creatures with
the fame impartial eye, feems to have in-
fatuated the parties concerned, that they
might bring the horrid circumiftance to
light, that it might be recorded in the
annals of a publick court, as an authentick
{pecimen of the treatment which the un-
fortunate Africans undergo, and at the fame
time, as an argument to fhew, that there

* The attion was brought by the owners againft the under-
writers, to recover the value of the murdered flaves. It was
tried at Guildhall. :
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is no fpecies of cruelty, that is recorded to
have been exercifed upon thefe wretched

people, {o enormous  that it may not readily
be believed.

C H A pP. VI,

If the treatment then, as before defcribed,
is confirmed by reafon, and the great credit
that is due to difinterefted writers on the
fubject ; if the unfortunate Africans are ufed,
as if their fleth were ftone, and their vitals
brafs ; by what arguments do you recesvers
defend your conduét ?

You fay that a great part of your favage
treatment confifts in punithment for real
offences, and frequently for fuch offences,
as all civilized nations have concurred in
punifthing., The firt charge that you exhi-
bit againft them is fpecifick, it is that of
theftr. But how much rather ought you re-
cesvers to bluth, who reduce them to fuch
a fituation! who reduce them to the dread-
ful alternative, that they muft either Jteal
or perifh! How much rather ought you
recervers to be confidered as roééem your-

L felves,



162 ON TuE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

felves, who caufe thefe unfortunate people
to be flolen! And how much greater is your
crime, who are robbers of human liberty !

The next charge which you exhibit againft
them, is general, it is that of rebellion; a
crime of fuch a latitude, that you can impofe
it upon almoft every action, and of fuch a
nature, that you always annex to it the moft
excruciating pain. But what a contradic-
tion is this to common fenfe! Have the
wretched Africans formally refigned their
freedom ? Have you any other claim upon
their obedience, than that of force? If then
they are your fubjeéts, you violate the laws
of government, by making them unhappy.
But if they are not your fubjects, then, even
though they fhould refift your proceedings,
they are not rebellious.

But what do you fay to that long catalogue
of offences, which you punifh, and of which
no people but yourfelves take cognizance at
all? You fay that the wifdom of legiflation
has inferted it in the colonial laws, and that
you punifh by authority. But do you al-
lude to that execrable code, that auzborifes

murder ¢ that tempts an unoffended perfon
to
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to kill the {lave, that abhors and flies your
fervice ? that delegates a power, which no
hoft of men, which not all the world, can
poflefs P———

Or,—What do you fay to that daily un-
merited feverity, which you confider only as
common difcipline ? Here you fay that the
Africans are vicious, that they are all of
them ill-difpofed, that you muft of neceflity
be fevere. But can they be well-difpofed
to their oppreflors ? In their own country
they were juft, generous, hofpitable: quali-
ties, which all the African hiftorians allow
them eminently to poflefs. If then they are
» vicious, they muft have contraded many of
their vices from yourfelves; and as to their
own native vices, if any have been imported
with them, are they not amiable, when
compared with yours ?

Thus then do the excufes, which have
been hitherto made by the recesvers, force
a relation of fuch circumftances, as makes
their condu¢ totally inexcufable, and, in-
ftead of diminifhing at all, highly aggra-
vates their guilt.

L 2 CHAP.
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C H A P. VIL

We come now to that other fyftem of
reafoning, which is always applied, when
the former is confuted; ¢ that the Africans
¢ are an inferiour link of the chain of
‘¢ nature, and are made for {lavery.”

This aflertion is proved by two argu-
ments ; the firft of which was advanced
alfo by the ancients, and is drawn from the
inferiority of their capacities.

‘Let us allow then for a moment, that
they appear to have no parts, that they ap-
pear to be void of underftanding. And is
this wonderful, when you receivers deprefs
their fenfes by hunger? Is this wonderful,
when by inceflant labour, the continual ap-
plication of the lafh, and the moft inhuman
treatment that imagination can devife, you
overwhelm their genius, and hinder it from
breaking forth ?——No,—You confound their
abilities by the feverity of their fervitude:
for as a fpark of fire, if crufhed by too great
a weight of incumbent fuel, cannot be
blown into a flame, but f{uddenly expires,
fo the human mind, if deprefled by rigo-

rous
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rous fervitude, cannot be excited to a dif-
play of thofe faculties, which might other-
wife have fthone with the brighteft luftre.

Neither is it wonderful in another point
of view. For what is it that awakens the
abilities of men, and diftinguithes them from
the common herd? Is it not often the amiable
hope of becoming ferviceable to individuals,
or the ftate? Is it not often the hope of
riches, or of power? Is it not frequent-
ly the hope of temporary honours, or a laft-
ing fame? Thefe principles have all a
wonderful effet upon the mind. They call
upon it to exert its faculties, and bring thofe
talents to the publick view, which had
otherwife been concealed. But the unfor-
tunate Africans, have no fuch incitements
as thefe, that they thould fhew their genius.
They have no hepe of riches, power,
honours, fame. They have no hope but
this, that their miferies will be foon termi-
nated by death,

And here we cannot but cenfure and ex-
pofe the murmurings of the unthinking and
the gay; who, going on in a continual round
of pleafure and profperity, repine at the will
of Providence, as exhibited in the thortnefs

L 3 of
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of human duration. But let a weak and
infirm old age overtake them: let them ex-
perience calamities : let them feel but half
the miferies which the -wretched Africans
undergo, and they will praife the goodnefs
of Providence, who hath made them mortal ;
who hath prefcribed certain ordinary bounds
to the life of man ; and who, by fuch a li-
mitation, hath given all men this comfort-
able hope, that however perfecuted in life,
a time will come, in the common courfe of
nature, when their fufferings will have an
end.

Such then is the nature of this fervitude,
that we can hardly expe& to find in thofe,
who undergo it, even the glimpfe of
genius. For if their minds are in a con-
tinual {tate of depreflion, and if they have
no expetations in life to awaken their abi-
lities, and make them eminent, we cannot
be furprized if a {ullen gloomy ftupidity
thould be the leading mark in their cha-
racter ; or if they fhould appear inferiour to
thofe, who do not only enjoy the invalua-
ble bleflings of freedom, but have every
profpect before their eyes, that can allure

them
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them to exert their faculties.. Now, if
to thefe confiderations we add, that the
wretched Africans are torn from their coun-
try in a ftate of nature, and that in gene-
ral, as long as their {lavery continues, every
obftacle is placed in the way of their im-
provement, we fhall have a {ufficient an-
fwer to any argument that may be drawn
from the inferiority of their capacities.

It appears then, from the circumftances
that have been mentioned, that to form a
true judgment of the abilities of thefe un-
fortunate people, we muft either take a
general view of them before their flavery
commences, or confine our attention to fuch,
as, after it has commenced, .have had any
opportunity given them of fhewing their
genius either in arts or letters. If, upon
fuch a fair and impartial view, there thould
be any reafon to fuppofe, that they are
at all inferiour to others in the {fame fitua-
tion, the argument will then gain fome of
that weight and importance, which it wants
at prefent.

In their own country, where we are to fee
them firft, we muft expect that the profpect

L 4 will
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will be unfavourable. They are moftly in a
favage ftate. Their powers of mind are limit-
ed to few objets. Their ideas are confe-
quently few. It appears, however, that they
follow the fame mode of life, and exercife
the fame arts, as the anceftors of thofe very
Europeans, who boaft of their great fuperi-
ority, are defcribed to have done in the fame
uncultivated ftate. This appears from the
Nubian’s Geography, the writings of Leo,
the Moor, and all the {ubfequent hiftories,
which thofe, who have vifited the African
continent, have written from their own jn-
fpection. Hence three conclufions; that
their abilities are fufficient for their fitua-
tion ;—that they are as great, as thofe of
other people have been, in the fame ftage
of fociety ;—and that they are as great as
thofe of any civilized people whatever, when
the degree of the barbarifin of the one is
drawn into a comparifon with that of the
civilization of the other.

Let us now follow them to the colonies,
They are carried over in the unfavourable
fituation defcribed. It is obferved here,
that though theil_' abilities cannot be eftimated

high,
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high from a want of cultivation, they are
yet various, and that they vary in proportion
as the nation, from which they have been
brought, has advanced more or lefs in the
fcale of focial life. This obfervation, which
is fo frequently made, is of greatimportance:
for if their abilities expand in proportion to
the improvement of their ftate, it is a clear
indication, that if they were equally 1mprov-
ed, they would be equally ingenious.

But here, before we confider any oppor-
tunities that may be afforded them, let it be
remembered that even their moft polithed
fituation may be called barbarous, and that
this circumftance, thould they appear lefs
docile than others, may be-confidered as 4
{uflicient anfwer to any objeion that may
be made to their capacities. Notwithftand-
ing this, when they are put to the me-
chanical arts, they do not difcover a want of
ingenuity. ‘They attain ‘them in as fhort
time as the Europeans, and arriveat a degree
of excellence equal to that of their teachers
Thisis a fa&, almoft univerfally known, and
affords us this proof, that having learned
with facility fuch of the mechanical arts,

as
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as they have been taught, they are capable
of attaining any other, at leaft, of the fame
clafs, if they fhould receive but the fame
inftruction.

With refpect to the liberal arts, their pro-
ficiency is certainly lefs; but not lefs in
proportion to their time and opportunity of
ftudy; not lefs, becaufe they are lefs capa-
ble of attaining them, but becaufe they
have feldom or ever an opportunity of learn-
ing them at all. It is yet extraordinary that
their talents appear, even in fome of thefe
{ciences, in which they are totally unin-
ftructed. Their abilities in mufick are fuch,
as to have been generally noticed. They
play frequently upon a variety of inftruments,
without any other affiftance than their
own ingenuity. ‘They have alfo tunes
of their own compofition. Some of thefe
have been imported among us; are now in
ufe; and are admired for their {prightlinefs
and cafe, though the ungenerous and preju-
diced importer has concealed their original.

Neither are their talents in poetry lefs
confpicuous. Every occurrence, if their

{pirits
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{pirits are not too greatly deprefled, is turned
into a fong. Thefe fongs are faid to be in-
coherent and nonfenfical. But this proceeds
principally from two caufes, an improper
conjun¢tion of words, arifing from an
ignorance of the language in which they
compofe 5 and a wildnefs of thought,
arifing from the different manner, in which
the organs of rude and civilized people will
be ftruck by the fame object. And as to
their want of harmony and rhyme, which is
the laft objeGion, the difference of pronun-
ciation is the caufe. Upon the whole, as
they are perfectly confiftent with their
own ideas, and are ftrictly mufical as pro-
nounced by themfelves, they afford us as
high a proof of their poetical powers, as
the works of the moft acknowledged
poets.

But where thefe impediments have been
removed, where they have received an edu-
cation, and have known and pronounced the
language with propriety, thefe defe&s have
vanithed, and their produtions have been
lefs objectionable.  For® a proof of this,

w¢e
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we appeal to the writings of an * African

girl, who made no contemptible appear-

ance in this fpecies of compofition. She

was kidnapped when only eight years old,

and, in the year 176y, was tranfported

to America, where the was {old with other

flaves.  She had no {chool education there,

but receiving fome little inftru@ion from

the family, with whom the was fo fortu-

nate as to live, fhe obtained fuch a know-
ledge of the Englith language within fix-
teen months from the time of her arrival,
-as to be able to {peak it and read it to the
aftonithment of thofe who heard her. She

foon afterwards learned to write, and, hay-
ing a great inclination to learn the Latin

tongue, fhe was indulged by her mafter, and
made a progrefs. Her Poetical works were

publithed with his permiffion, in the year
1773. 'They contain thirty-eight pieces on

different fubjects. We fhall beg leave to
make a thort extra& from two or three of
them, for the obfervation of the reader.

* Phillis Wheatley, negro flave to Mr. John Wheatley, of
Bofton, in New-England.

From
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* From-an Hymn to the Evening.

“ Fill’d with the praife ofhim who gives the light,

¢ And draws the fable curtains of the night,
« Let placid flumbers footh each weary mind,

At morn to wake more heav’nly and refin’d ;

¢ So fhall the labours of the day begin,
¢ More pure and guarded from the fnares of fin.

&ec.

&c.

‘From an Hymn to the Morning.

¢ Aurora hail ! and all the thoufand dies,

¢« That deck thy progrefs through the vaulted fkies !
¢ The morn awakes, and wide extends her rays,

¢ On ev’ry leaf the gentle zephyr plays.

* Left it thould be doubted whether thefe Poems are genu-
ine, we fhall tranfcribe the names of thofe, who figned a cer-

tificate of their authenticity.

His Excellency Thomas Hutchinfon, Governor.
The Honourable Andrew Oliver, Licutenant Governor.

The Hon., Thomas Hubbard
The Hon. John Erving

The Hon. James Pitts

The Hon. Harrifon Gray
The Hon. James Bowdoin
John Hancock, Efq.

Jofeph Green, Efq.

Richard Carey, Elq.

The Rev., Cha. Chauncy, D, D,
The Rev. Mather Byles, D. D.
The Rev. Ed. Pemberton, D.D.
The Rev. Andrew Elliot, D.D.
The Rev. Sam. Cooper, D). D.

The Rev. Samuel Mather

The Rev. John Moorhead

Mr. John Wheatley, her Mafter,

¢¢ Harmonicus
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¢ Harmonious lays the feather’d race refume,
¢ Dart the bright eye, and fhake the painted plume,
&e.  &c.

From Thoughts on Imagination.

¢« Now here, now there, the roving Jancy flies,

¢« Till fome lov’d Gbject ftrikes her wand’ring eyes,
¢« Whofe filken fetters all the fenfes bind,

« And foft captivity involves the mind.

»

¢ Imagination ! who can fing thy force,

¢ Or who defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfe ?

¢ Soaring through air to find the bright abode,
« Th’ empyreal palace of the thund’ring God,
¢¢ 'We on thy pinions can furpafs the wind,

“ And leave the rolling univerfe behind :

« From ftar to ftar the mental opticks rove,

¢« Meafure the fkies, and range the realms above,
¢ There in one view we grafp the mighty whole,
« Or with new worlds amaze th’ unbounded foul.
&c, &c.

~

Such is the poetry which we produce as

a proof of our affertions. How far it has
fucceeded, the reader may by this time have
determined in his own mind. We fhall
therefore
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therefore only beg leave to aceompany it
with this obfervation, that if the authorefs
was defigned for flavery, (as the argument
muft confefs) the greater part of the inhabi-
tants of Britain muft lofe their claim to
freedom.

To this poetry we fhall only add, as a
farther proof of their abilities, the Profe
compofitions of Ignatius Sancho, who re-
ceived fome little education.” His letters
are too well known, to make any extra&, or
indeed any farther mention of him, necef-
fary. If other examples of African genius
thould be required, fuffice it to fay, that
they can be produced in abundance ; and
that if we were allowed to enumerate in-
ftances of African gratitude, patience, fide-
lity, honour, as fo many inftances of good
fenfe, and a found underftanding, we fear
that thoufands of the enlightened Euro-
peans would have occafion to bluth.

But an objection will be made here, that
the two perfons whom we have particula-
rized by name, are prodigies, and that if
we were to live for many years, we fhould
fcarcely mect with two other Africans of

the
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the fame defcription. But we reply, that
confidering their fituation as before de-
{cribed, two perfons, above mediocrity in the
literary way, are as many as can be expe-
ed within a certain period of years; and
farther, that if thefe are prodigies, they are
only fuch prodigies as every day would
produce, if they had the fame opportunities
of acquiring knowledge as other people, and
the fame expectations in life to excite their
genius. This has been conftantly and fo-
lemnly aflerted by the pious Benezet,* whom
we have mentioned before, as having de-
voted a confiderable part of his time to
their inftruction. ‘This great man, for we
cannot but mention him with veneration,
had a better opportunity of knowing them
than any perfon whatever, and he always
uniformly declared, that he could never
find a difference between their capacities
and thofe of other people; that they were
as capable of reafoning as any individual
Europeans ; that they were as capable of
the higheft intelleGtual attainments; in

* In the Preface.

thort,
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thort, that their abilities were equal, and
that they only wanted to be equally culti-
vated, to afford fpecimens of as fine pro-
du&tions.

Thus then does it appear from the tefti-
mony of this venerable man, whofe autho-
rity is {ufficient of itfelf to filence all objec-
tions againft African capacity, and from the
inftances that have been produced, and the
obfervations that have been made on the
occafion, that if the minds of the Africans
were unbroken by flavery ; if they had the
fame expedtations in life as other people, and
the fame opportunities of improvement, they
would be equal, in all the various branches
of fcience, to the Europeans, and that the
argument that ftates them ¢ to be an infe-
¢ riour link of the chain of nature, and
¢ defigned for fervitude,” as far as it de-
pends on the inferiwority of their capacities,
is wholly malevolent and falfe. *

* As to Mr. Hume’s aflertions with refpe& to African capa-
city, we have pafled them over in filence, as they have been fo
admirably refuted by the learned Dr. Beattie, in his Effay on
Truth, to which we refer the reader. The whole of this ad-
mirable refutation extends from p. 458, to 464.

M CHAP.
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C H A P. VIIIL

The fecond argument, by which it is
attempted to be proved, ¢¢ that the Africans
¢ are an inferiour link of the chain of na-
¢¢ ture, and are defigned for flavery,” is
drawn from colour, and from thofe other
marks, which diftinguith them from the in-
habitants of Europe.

To prove this with the greater facility,
the recervers divide in opinion. Some of
them contend that the Africans, from thefe
circumfitances, are the defcendants of * Cain :
others, that they are the pofterity of Ham;
and that as it was declared by divine in{pi-
ration, that thefe thould be fervants to the
reft of the world, fo they are defigned for
flavery ; and that the reducing of them to
fuch a fituation is only the accomplifhment
- of the will of heaven : while the reft, con-
fidering them from the fame circumftances
as a totally diftinct fpecies of men, conclude
them to be an inferiour link of the chain
of nature, and deduce the inference de-

{cribed.
® Genefis, ch, iv. 15.

To
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To anfwer thefe arguments in the clear-
eft and fulleft manner, we are under the ne-
ceflity of making two fuppofitions, firft,
that the {criptures are true ; fecondly, that
they are falfe.

If then the feriptures are true, it is evi-
dent that the pofterity of Cain were ex-
tinguithed in the flood. Thus one of the
arguments is no more.

With refpe& to the curfe of Ham, it ap-
pears alfo that it was limited; that it did
not extend to the pofterity of all his fons,
but only to the *defcendants of him who
was called Canaan: by which it was fore-
told that the Canaanites, a part of the
pofterity of Ham, fhould ferve the pofte-
rity of Shem and Japhet. Now how does
it appear that thefe wretched Africans are
the defcendants of Canaan >—By thofe marks,
it will be faid, which diftinguifh them from
the reft of the world.—But where are thefe
marks to be found in the divine writings ?
In what page is it faid, that the Canaanites

* Genefis, ch. ix. 23, 26, 27.

M 2 were



180 O~ THE SLavErRY AND COMMERCE

were to be known by their colour, their fea-
tures, their form, or the very bair of their
heads, which is brought into the account ?—
But alas! {o far are the divine writings from
giving any fuch account, that they {hew the
affertion to be falfe. They fhew that the
defcendants of Cufh were of the colour, to
which the advocates for flavery allude ; and
of courfe, that there was no {uch limitation
of colour to the pofterity of Canaan, or the

inheritors of the curfe.
Suppofe we fhould now fhew, upon the
moft undeniable evidence, * that thofe of
the

t Jeremiah fays, ch. xiii. 23, ¢ Can the ZEthiopian change
¢ his colour, or the leopard his {fpots?’> Now the word,
which is here tranflated /&#hiopian, is in the original Hebrew
<< the defcendant of Cufb,” which fhews that this colour was
not confined to the defcendants of Canaan, as the advocates
for flavery affert.

* Itis very extraordimary that the advocates for {lavery
fhould confider thofe Africans, whom they call negroes, as the
deflcendants of Canaan, when few hiftorical facts can be fo well
afcertained, as that out of the defcendants of the four fons of
Ham, the defcendants of Canaan were the only people, (if
we except the Carthaginians, who were 2 colony of Canaan,
and were afterwards ruined) who did not fettle in that quar-
ter of the globe. Africa was incontrovertibly peopled by the
pofterity of the three other fons. We cannot fhew thisin a
clearer manner, than in the words of the learned Mr. Bryant,
in his letter to Mr, Granville Sharp on this fubject,

¢« We




or THE HuMAN SrEcCIES, 181

the wretched Africans, who are fingled out
as inheriting the curfe, are the defcendants
of
< We learn from fcripture, that Ham had four fons, Chus,
Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan, Gen.'x.5, 6. Canaan occu-
pied Paleftine, and the country called by his name: Miz-
raim, Egypt : but Phut pafled deep into Africa, and, 1 be-
< lieve, moft of the nations in that part of the world are de-
¢¢ fcended from him ; at leaft more than from any other per-
< fon.”  Fofephus {ays, ¢ that Phut avas the founder of the
nations in Libya, and the people avere from bim called gi]ot
Phuti” Antiq. L. 1.¢c. 7. “¢ By Lybia he underftands, as
<¢ the Greeks did, Afvica in general : for the particular coun-
try called Lybia Proper, was peopled by the Lubim, or Le-
< babim, one of the branches from Mizraim, AaCiety €2 cu
AiCyes. Chron. Pafchale, p. 29.
¢¢ The fons of Phut fettled in Mauritania, where was a
country called Phutia, and a river of the like denomina-
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s¢ dicitur, omnifq; circa cum Regio Phuten/is, Hieron. Tradit.
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Hebreez.—Amnem, quem vocant Fut.” Pliny, L. 5. c. 1.,
Some of this family fettled above ZEgypt, near Zthiopia,
and were ftyled Troglodytm. ¢ ¢Z & Tewyred'dlar. Syn-
cellus, p. 47. ¢ Many of them pafled inland, and peépled
¢¢ the Mediterranean country,”

«¢ In procefs of time the fons of Chus alfo, (after their ex.
pulfion from Egypt) made fettlements upon the fea coaft
of Africa, and came into Mauritania. Hence we find
traces of them alfo in the names of places, fuch as Churis,
Chufares, upon the coaft: and a river Chu/a, and a city
Cotta, together with a promontory, Cotis, in Mauritania,
all denominated from Chus ; who at different times, an&
by different people, was called Chus, Guth, Cofb, and Cotis.
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of Cufh or Phut; and that we fhould fhew
farther, that but a fingle remnant of Canaan,
which was afterwards ruined, was ever in
Africa at all.—Here all is confternation.—

But unfortunately again for the argument,
though wonderfully for the confirmation
that the fcriptures are of divine original,
the whole prophecy has been completed. A
part of the defcendants of Canaan were hew-
ers of wood and drawers of water, and be-
came tributary and fubje& to the Ifraclites,
or the defcendants of Shem. The Greeks
afterwards, as well as the Romans, who
were both the defcendants of Japhet, not
only fubdued thofe who were fettled in Sy-

“ The river Cu/z is mentioned by Piiny, Lib. 5. c. 1. and
“ by Ptolomy.”

¢ Many ages after thefe fettlements, there was another
¢ eruption of the Cusites into thefe parts, under the name
¢ of Saracens and Moors, who over-ran Africa, to the very
¢ extremity of Mount Atlas. They pafled over and con-
““ quered Spain to the north, and they extended themfelves
¢ fouthward, as I faid in my treatife, to the rivers Senegal and
*“ Gambia, and as low as the Gold Coaff. 1 mentioned this,
“ becaufe I do not think that they proceeded much farther :
““ moft of the nations to the Jouth being, as I imagine, of the
race of Phut. 'The very country upon the river Gambia
‘¢ on one fide, is at this day called Phuta, of which Bluet, in
¢ his hiftory of Juba Bey Solomon, gives an account.”
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ria and Paleftine, but purfued and conquer-
ed all fuch as were then remaining. Thefe
were the Tyrians and Carthaginians : the
former of whom were ruined by Alexander
and the Greeks, the latter by Scipio and the
Romans.

It appears then that the fecond argument
is wholly inapplicable and falfe : that it is
falfe in its application, becaufe thofe, who
were the objets of the curfe, were a totally
diftin& people: that it is falfe in its progf,
becaufe no fuch diftinguithing marks, as
have been fpecified, are to be found in the
divine writings: and that, if the proof
could be made out, it would be now zzap-
plicable, as the curfe has been long com-
pleted.

With refpect to the third argument, we
muft now {uppofe that the fcriptures are
falfe; that mankind did not all fpring from
the fame original; that there are different
fpecies of men. Now what muft we juftly
conclude from fuch a fuppofition ? Muft we
conclude that one f{pecies is inferiour to-
another, and that the inferiority depends
upon their colour, or their features, or their
Jorm?—No—We muft now confult the

M 4 analogy
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analogy of nature, and the conclufion will
be this: ¢ that as fhe tempered the bodies
of the different fpecies of men in a dif-
- ferent degree, to enable them to endure
the refpective climates of their habitation,
fo fhe gave them a variety of colour and
appearance with a like benevolent defign.”
To fum up the whole. If the fcriptures
are true, it is evident that the pofterity of
Cain are no more; that the curfe of Ham
has been accomplithed; and that, as all
men were derived from the fame ftock,
fo this variety of appearance in men muft
cither have proceeded from fome interpofi-
tion of the Deity ; or from a co-operation of
certain caufes, which have an effe@ upon
the human frame, and have the power of
changing it more or lefs from its primitive
appearance, as they happen to be more or
lefs numerous or powerful than thofe, which
acted upon the frame of manin the firft feat
of his habitation. If from the interpofition
of the Deity, then we muft conclude that
he, who bringeth good out of evil, pro-
duced it for their ccnvenience. If, from
the co-operation of the caufes before re-
' lated,
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lated, what argument may not be found againft
any fociety of men, who fhould happen to
differ, in the points alluded to, from our-
felves ? ;

If, on the other hand, the {criptures
are falfe, then it is evident, that there was
neither fuch a perfon as Cain, nor Ham,
nor Canaan ; and that nature beftowed fuch
colour, features, and form, upon the dif-
ferent fpecies of men, as were beft adapted
to their fituation. '

Thus, on which ever fuppofition it is
founded, the whole argument muft fall,
And indeed it is impoffible that it can
ftand, even in the eye of common fenfe,
For if you admit the form of men as a juf-
tification of flavery, you may fubjugate your
own brother: if features, then you muft
quarrel with all the world : if colour, where
are you to ftop ? It is evident, that if you
travel from the equator to the northern polc,:
you will find a regular gradation of colour
from black to white. Now if you can
juftly take him for your flave, who is of
the deepeft die, what hinders you from tak-
ing him alfo, who only differs from the

" former
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former but by a fhade. Thus you may
proceed, taking each in a regular fucceffion
to the poles. But who are you, that thus
take into flavery fo many people ? Where do
you live yourfelf ? Do you live in Spain,
or in France, or in Britain? If in either of
thefe countries, take care left the whiter na-
tives of the north fhould have a claim upon
yourfelf.—But the argument is too ridicu-
lous to be farther noticed.

Having now filenced the whole argument,
we might immediately proceed to the dif-
cuffion of other points, without even de-
claring our opinion as to which of the fup-
pofitions may be right, on which it has
been refuted ; but we do not think ourfelves
at liberty to do this. The prefent age
would rejoice to find that the fcriptures had
no foundation, and would anxioufly catch
at the writings of him, who fhould men-
tion them in a doubtful manner. We fhall
therefore declare our fentiments, by affert-
ing that they are true, and that all mankind,
however various their appearance, are de-
rived from the fame ftock.

Ta
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To prove this, we fhall not produce thofe
innumerable arguments, by which the ferip-
tures have ftood the teft of ages, but advert
to a fingle fact. It is an univerfal law, ob-
fervable throughout the whole creation, zbar
if two animals of a different [pecies propagate,
their offspring is unable to continue its own
Jpecies. By this admirable law, the differ-
ent {pecies are preferved diftinct; every pof-
fibility of confufion is prevented, and the
world is forbidden to be over-run by a race
of monfters. Now, if we apply this law
to thofe of the human kind, who are faid
to be of a diftin¢ {pecies from each other, it
immediately fails, The mulattoe is as ca-
pable of continuing his own fpecies as his
father ; a clear and irrefragable proof, that
the + fcripture account of the creation is

' true,

+ When America was firft difcovered, it was thought by
fome, that the {cripture account of the creation was falfe, and
that there were different {pecies of men, becaufe they could
never {uppofe that people, in fo rude a ftate as the Americans,
could have tranfported themfelves to that continent from any
parts of the known world. This opinion however was re-
futed by the celebrated Captain Cooke, who thewed that the
traject between the continents of Afia and America, was as

fhort
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true, and that ‘ God, who hath made the
< world, hath made of * one blood all the
¢ nations of men that dwell on all the face
¢ of the earth.”

But if this be the cafe, it will be faid that
mankind were originally of one colour ; and
it will be afked at the fame time, what it is
probable that the colour was, and how they
came to aflume {o various an appearance!
To each of thefe we fhall make that reply,
which we conceive to be the moft rational.

As mankind were originally of the fame
ftock, fo it is evident that they were origi-
nally of the fame colour. But how fhall
we attempt to afcertain it ? Shall we En-
glifbmen fay, that it was the fame as that
which we now find to be peculiar to our-

fhort as fome, which people in asrude a ftate have been actual-
ly known to pafs. 'This affords an excellent caution againf
an ill-judged and hafty cenfure of the divine writings, be-
caufe every difficulty which may be ftarted, cannot be inftant-
ly cleared up.

* The divine writings, which affert that all men were de-
rived from the fame flock, thew alfo, in the fame inftance of
Cufp, p- 180, that fome of them had changed their original
complexion.

felves ?—
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felves P—~No—This would ‘be a vain and
partial confideration, and would betray our
judgment to have arifen from that falfe fond-
nefs, which habituates us to fuppofe, that
every thing belonging to ourfelves is the
perfecteft and the beft. Add to this, that
we fhould always be liable to a juft reproof
from every inhabitant of the globe, whofe
colour was different from our own ; becaufe
he would juftly fay, that he had as good a
right to imagine that his own was the pri-
mitive colour, as that of any other people.
How then fhall we attempt to afcertain
it ? Shall we look into the various climates
of the earth, fee the colour that generally
prevails in the inhabitants of each, and ap-
ply the rule? This will be certainly free
from partiality, and will afford us a better
profpet of fuccefs: for as every particular
diftrié has its particular colour, fo it is evi-
dent that the complexion of Noah and his
fons, from whom the reft of the world
were defcended, was the fame as that, which
is peculiar to the country, which was the
{eat
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feat of their habitation. This, by fuch 4
mode of decifion, will be found a dark
olive ;'a beautiful colour, and a juft me-
dium between white and black. ‘That this
was the primitive colour, is highly pro-
bable from the obfervations that have been
made ; and, if admitted, will afford a valu-
able leflon to the Europeans, to be cau-
tious how they deride thofe of the oppo-
fite complexion, as there is great reafon to
prefume, that the pureff * white is as far
removed jfrom the primitive colour as the
deepeft black.

We come now to the grand queftion,
which is, that if mankind were originally
of this or any other colour, how came it to
pafs, that they thould wear fo various an
appearance ! We reply, as we have had oc-
cafion to fay before, either &y zhe interpofi-
tion of the Deity 5 or by a co-operation of cer-
tain caufes, which bave an effect upon the bu-

* The following are the grand colours difcernible in man-
kind, between which there are many fhades ;

White ‘ Copper
—Olive—
Brown Black

man
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man frame, and bave the power of changing
it more or lefs from its primitive appearance,
as they are more or lefs numerous or powerful
than thofe, which alted upon the frame of man
in the firft feat of bis babitation.

With refpect to the Divine interpofition,
two epochs have been affigned, when this
difference of colour has been imagined to
have been fo produced. The firft is that,
which has been related, when the curfe was
pronounced on a branch of the pofterity of
Ham. But this argument has been already
refuted ; for if the particular colour alluded
to were afligned at this period, it was aflign-
ed to the defcendants of Canaan, to diftin-
guith them from thofe of his other brothers,
and was therefore /Jimited to the former.
But the defcendants of * Cufb, as we have
thewn before, partook of the fame colour;
a clear proof, that it was neither affligned to
them on this occafion, nor at this period.

The fecond epoch is that, when mankind
were difperfed on the building of Babel.

# See note, p. 180. To this we may add, that the reft of
the defcendants of Ham, as far as they can be traced, arc now
alfo black, as well as many of the defcendants of Shez.

It
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It has been thought, that both zational fea-
tures and colour might probably have been
given them at this time, becaufe thefe would
have affifted the confufion of language, by
caufing them to difperfe into tribes, and
would have united more firmly the indivi-
duals of each, after the difperfion had taken
place. But this is improbable: firft, be-
caufe there is great reafon to prefume that
Mofes, who has mentioned the confufion of
language, would have mentioned thefe cir-
cumftances alfo, if they had actually con-
tributed to bring about fo fingular an event :
fecondly, becaufe the confufion of language
was fufficient of itfelf to have accomplifh-
ed this; and we cannot fuppofe that the
Deity could have done any thing in vain:
and thirdly, becaufe, if mankind had been
difperfed, each tribe in its peculiar hue, it
is impoflible to conceive, that they could
have wandered and {ettled in {fuch a manner,
as to exhibit that regular gradation of co-
lour from the equator to the poles, fo con-

{picuous at the prefent day.
Thefe are the only periods, which there
has been even the fhadow of a probability
for
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for affigning ; and we may therefore conclude

.that the preceding obfervations, together
with fuch circumftances as will appear in
the prefent chapter, will amount to a de-
monitration, that the difference of colour
was never caufed by any interpolition of the
Deity, and that it muft have proceeded there-
fore from that incidental co-operation of caufes,
which has been before related.

What thefe caufes are, it is out of the
power of human wifdom pofitively to affert :
there are facts, however, which, if properly
weighed and put together, will throw con~
fiderable light upon the fubje&t. Thefe we
fhall fubmit to the perufal of the reader, and
thall deduce from them fuch inferences only,
as almoft every perfon muft make in his
own mind, on their recital.

The firft point, that occurs to be afcertain-
ed, is, “ What part of the fkin is the feat
“¢ of colour ?” The old anatomifts ufually
divided the fkin into two parts, or lamina;
the exteriour and thinneft, called by the
Greeks Epidermis, by the Romans Cuticula,
and hence by us Curicle ; and the interiour,
called by the former Derma, and by the

N latter
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latter Cutis, or true fkin. Hence they muft
neceflarily have fuppofed, that, as the z7ue
fin was in every refpet the fame in all hu-
man fubjects, however various their exter-
nal hue, fo the feat of colour muft have
exifted in the Cuticle, or upper furface.

Malphigi, an eminent Italian phyfician,
of the laft century, was the firft perfon who
difcovered that the fkin was divided into
three lamina, or parts; the Cuticle, the true
Jkin, and a certain coagulated {ubftance fituat-
ed between both, which he diftinguifthed by
the title of Mucofum Corpus ; a title retained
by anatomifts to the prefent day: which
coagulated fubftance adhered fo firmly to
the Cuticle, as, in all former anatomical pre-
parations, to have come off with it, and,
from this circumftance, to have led thean-
cient anatomifts to believe, that there were
but two lamina, or divifible portions in the
human {kin.

This difcovery was {ufficient to afcertain
the point in queftion : for it appeared after-
wards that the Cuticle, when divided ac-
cording to this difcovery from the other la-
mina, was {emi-tranfparent; that the cuticle

of
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of the blackeft negroe was of the fame tran-
fparency and colour, as that of the pureft
white; and hence, the z7ue fhins of both
being invariably the fame, that the mucofium
corpus was the feat of colour.

This has been farther confirmed by all fub-~
fequent anatomical experiments, by which it
appears, that, whatever is the colourof thisin-
termediate coagulated fubftance, nearly the
{fame is the apparent colour of the upper f{ur-
face of the {kin. Neither can it be otherwife;
for the Cuticle, from its tran{parency, muft
neceflarily tran{mit the colour of the fub-
ftance beneath it, in the fame manner,
though not in the fame degree, as the cornea
tran{mits the colour of the 74 of the eye.
This tranfparency is a matter of ocular de-
monftration in white people. It is confpi-
cuous in every bluth; for no one can ima-
gine, that the cuticle becomes red, as often
as this happens: nor is it lefs difcoverable
in the veins, which are {o eafy to be dif-
cerned; for no one can fuppofe, that the
blue ftreaks, which he conftantly fees in the
faireft complexions, are painted; as it were,
on the furface of the upper fkin, From

N 2 thefe,
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thefe, and a variety of other * obfervations,
no maxim is more true in phyfiology, than
that on the mucofitm corpus depends the colour
of the human body ; or, in other words, that
the mucofium corpus being of a different eolour
in different inhabitants of the globe, and ap-
pearing through the cuticle or upper furface
of the fkin, gives them that various appear-
ance, which ftrikes us {o forcibly in con-
templating the human race.

As this can be incontrovertibly afcertain-
ed, it is evident, that whatever caufes co-
operate in producing this different appear-
ance, they produce it by acting upon the
mucofum corpus, which, from the almoft in-
credible manner in which the + cuticle is

® Difeafes have a great effe® upon the mucofum corpus,
but particularly the jaundice, which turns it yellow. Hence,
being tranfmitted through the cuticle, the yellow appearance
of the whole body. But this, even as a matter of ocular de-
monftration, is not confined {olely to white people; negroes
them{elves, while affe¢ted with thefe or other diforders, chang-
ing their black colour for that which the difeafe has convey-
ed to the mucons {fubftance.

+ The cutaneous pores are {o exceflively {mall, that one
grain of fand, (according to Dr. Lewenhoeck’s calculations)
would cover many hundreds of them.

perforated,
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perforated, is as acceflible as the cuticle jt-
felf. Thefe caufes are probably thofe vari-
ous qualities of things, which, combined with
the influence of the fun, contribute to form
what wecall c/imate. For whenany perfoncon-
fiders, that the mucous {ubftance, before-
mentioned, is found to vary 1n its colour,
as the clunates vary from the equator to the
poles, his mind muft be inftantly ftruck with
the hypothefis, and he muft adopt it with-
out any hefitation, as the genuine caufe of
the phznomenon.

This fa&t, * of the variation of the mucous
Subflance according to the fituation of the place,
has been clearly afcertained in the numerous
anatomical experiments that have been made;
in which, fubjects of all nations have come
under confideration. The natives of many of
the kingdoms and ifles of 4/z, are found to
have their corpus mucofum black. Thofe of
Africa, fituated near the line, of the fame
colour. Thofe of the maritime parts of the
fame continent, of a dufky brown, nearly

#* We do not mean to infinuate that the {ame people have their
corpus mucofum {enfibly vary, as often as they go into another
latitude, but that the fa& is true only of different people,

wha
have been long cftablithed in different latitudes.

N 3 approach-
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approaching to it; and the colour becomes
lighter or darker in proportion as the dif-
tance from the equator is either greater or
lefs. The Europeans are the faireft inha-
bitants of the world. Thofe fituated in the
moft fouthern regions of Europe, have in
their corpus mucofum a tinge of the dark hue
of their African neighbours: hence the
epidemick complexion, prevalent among
them, is nearly of the colour of the pickled
Spanifh olive; while in this country, and
thofe fituated nearer the north pole, it ap-
pears to be nearly, if not ab{olutely, white.

Thefe are * fa&s, which anatomy has
eftablithed ; and we acknowledge them to be
{uch, that we cannot divelt ourfelves of the
idea, that c/mate has a confiderable fhare in
producing a difference of colour. Others,
we know, have invented other hypothefes,
but all of them have been inftantly refuted,
as unable to explain the difficulties for which
they were advanced, and as abf{olutely con-
trary to fact: and the inventors themfelves

* We beg leave to return our thanks here to a gentleman,
eminent in the medical line, who furnifhed us with the above-
mentioned fats.

have
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have been obliged, almoft as foon as they
have propofed them, to acknowledge them
deficient,

The only cbjection of any confequence,
that has ever been made to the hypothefis
of climate, is this, that people under the fame
parallels are not exaclly of the fame colour.
But this is no objection in fa&: for it does
not follow that thofe countries, which are
at an equal diftance from the equator, thould
have their climates the fame. Indeed noth-
ing is more contrary to experience than this.
Climate depends upon a variety of accidents.
High mountains, in the neighbourhood of
a place, make it cooler, by chilling the air
that is carried over them by the winds.
Large fpreading fucculent plants, if among
the productions of the foil, have the fame
effect: they afford agreeable cooling fhades,
and a moift atmofphere from their conti-
nual exhalations, by which the ardour of
the fun is confiderably abated. While the
foil, on the other hand, if of a fandy nature,
retains the heat in an uncommon degree,
and makes the fummers confiderably hotter
than thofe which are found to exift in the
fame latitude, where the {oil is different. To.

N 4 this
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this proximity of what may be termed éérm'ng
Jands,and to the fulphurous and metallick par-
ticles,whichare continually exhaling from the
bowels of the earth, is afcribed the different
degree of blacknefs, by which fome African
nations are diftinguithable from each other,
though under the fame parallels. To thefe
obfervations we may add, that though the
inhabitants of the fame parallel are not ex-
actly of the fame hue, yet they differ only by
thades of the fame colour; or, to fpeak with
more precifion, that there are no two peo-
ple, in fuch a fituation, one of whom is
white, and the other black. To fum up the
whole——Suppofe we were to take a com-
mon globe; to begin at the equator; to
pa,in't every country along the meridian line
in {ucceflion from thence to the poles; and
to paint them with the fame colour which
prevails in the refpective inhabitants of each,
we fhould fee the black, with which we had
been obliged to begin, infenfibly changing
to an olive, and the olive, through as many
intermediate colours, to a white: and if,
on the other hand, we thould complete any
one of the parallels according to the fame

plan,
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plan, we fhould fee a difference perhaps in
the appearance of fome of the countries
through which it ran, though the difference
would confift wholly in fhades of the fame
colour.

The argument therefore, which is brought
againft the hypothefis, is fo far from be-
ing an objeltion, that we fhall confider it
as one of the firft arguments in its
favour : for if climate has really an influence
on the mucous fubflance of the body, it is
evident, that we muft not only expe to fee
a gradation of colour in the inhabitants from
the equator to the poles, but alfo * differ-
ent thades of the fame colour in the inha-
bitants of the fame parallel.

To this argument, we fhall add one that
is incontrovertible, which is, that when the
black inhabitants of Africa are tranfplant-

« * Suppofe we were to fee two nations, contiguous to each
other, of black and white inhabitants in the fame parallel,
even this would be no objettion, for many circumitances are
to be confidered. A black people may have wandered into a
white, and a white people into a black latitude, and they may
not have been fettled there a fufficient length of time for fuch
a change to have been accomplifhed in their complexion, as
that they fhould be like the old eftablifhed inhabitants of the
parallel, into which they have lately come,

ed
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ed to colder, or the white inhabitants of
Europe to horter climates, their children,
born there, are of a different colour from
themfelves ; that is, lighter in the firft, and
darker in the fecond inftance. ,

As a proof of the firft, we fhall give the
words of the Abbé Raynal, in his admired
publication. *# ¢ The children,” fays he,
¢ which they, (the Africans) procreate in
““ America, are not {o black as their parents
< were. After. each generation the differ-
¢ ence becomes more palpable. It is pof-
¢ fible, that after a numerous f{ucceflion of
¢¢ generations, the men come from Africa
«¢ would not be diftinguithed from thofe of
¢¢ the country, into which they may have
¢ been tranfplanted.”

This circumftance we have had the plea-
{ure of hearing confirmed by a variety of per-
{ons, who have been witnefles of the fa¢t; but
particularly by many - intelligent Africans,

who

# Juftamond’s Abbé Raynal, v. 5. p. 193.

+ The author of this Effay made it his bufinefs to inquire of
the moft intelligent of thofe, whom he could meet with in
London, as to the authenticity of the fa&t. All thofe from

America aflured him that it was ftri€tly true; thofe from the
Weft-
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who have been parents themielves in Ame-
rica, and who have declared that the differ-
ence is {o palpable in the northern provinces,
that not only they themfelves have conftant-
ly obferved it, but that they have heard it
obferved by others.

Neither is this variation in the children
from the colour of their parents improba-
ble. The children of the blackeft Afiricans are
* born avbite. In this flate they continue
for about a month, when they change to
a pale yellow. 1In procefs of time they
become brown. Their fkin ftill continues
to increafe in darknefs with their age, till
it becomes of a dirty, fallow black, and at
length, after a certain period of years, glofly
and thining. Now, if climate has any in-
fluence on the mucous fubflance of the body,.
this variation in the children from the co-

Weft-Indies, that they had never obferved it there; but that
they had found a fenfible difference in themfelves fince they
came to England.

* This circumftance, which always happens, fhews that
they are defcended from the fame parents as ourfelves ; for had
they been a diftin& fpecies of men, and the blacknefs entirely
ingrafted in their conftitution and frame, there is great reafon
to prefume, that their children would have been born dlack.

lour
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lour of their parents is an event, which
muft be reafonably expeéted : for being born
white, and not having equally powerful
caufes to a& upon them in colder, as their
parents had in the hotter climates which
they left, it muft neceffarily follow, that the
fame effect cannot poflibly be produced.

Hence alfo, if the hypothefis be admit-
ted, may be deduced the reafon, why even
thofe children, who have been brought from
their country at an early age into colder re-
gions, have been * obferved to be of a light-
er colour than thofe who have remained at
home till they arrived at a ftate of manhood.
For having undergone fome of the changes
which we mentioned to have attended their
countrymen from infancy to a certain age,
and having been taken away before the reft
could be completed, thefe farther changes,
which would have taken place had they re-
mained at home, feem either to have been
checked in their progrefs, or weakened in
their degree, by a colder climate.

* This obfervation was communicated to us by the gentte-

man in the medical line, to whom we returned our thanks for
certain anatamical faéts.

We
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We come now to the fecond and oppofite

cafe ; for a proof of which we fhall appeal
to the words of Dr. Mitchell, in the Philo-
fophical Tranfattions.* ¢ The Spaniards who

€¢
€€
€¢
€¢
(13
€¢
€¢
€¢
({1

(41

1s

have inhabited America under the torrid
zone for any time, are become as dark
coloured as our native Indians of Virginia,
of which, I myfelf have been a witnefs;
and were they not to intermarry with the
Europeans, but lead the fame rude and
barbarous lives with the Indians, it is very
probable that, in a fucceffion of many
generations, they would become as dark
in complexion.”

To this inftance we fhall add one, which
mentioned by a I late writer, who defcrib-

ing the African coaft, and the European {et-
tlements there, has the following paffage.

€<

(11

€¢

There are feveral other {mall Porzugucfe
fettlements, and one of fome note at -
tomba, a river in Sierra Leon. The peo-
ple here called Portuguefe, are principally
perfons bred from a mixture of the firft

* Philof. Tran{. No. 476. feét. 4.
{ Treatife upon the Trade from Great Britain to Africa,
by an African merchant,

¢ Porfiu-
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« Portuguefe difcoverers with the natives,
*“ and now become, in their complexion and
“ awoolly quality of their hair, perfect negroes,
‘¢ retaining however a fmattering of the Por-
““ fuguefe language.”

Thefe facts, with refpe@ to the colonifts
of the Europeans, are of the higheft import-
ance in the prefent cafe, and deferve a feri-
ous attention. For when we know to a
certainty from whom they are defcended ;
when we know that they were, at the time
of their tranfplantation, of the fame colour
as thofe from whom they feverally fprung ;
and when, on the other hand, we are credi-
bly informed, that they have changed it for
the native colour of the place which they
now inhabit; the evidence in fupport of
thefe facts is as great, as if a perfon, on the
removal of two or three families into another
climate, had determined to afcertain the cir-
cumftance; as if he had gone with them and
watched their children; as if he had com-
municated his obfervations at his death to a
fucceffor; as if his fucceflor had profecuted
the plan, and thus an uninterrupted chain of

evidence
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evidence had been kept up from their firft
removal to any determined period of f{uc-
ceeding time.

But though thefe facts feem fufficient of
themfelves to confirm our opinion, they
are not the only facts which can be adduced
in its fupport. It can be fhewn, that the
members of the wery fame family, when
divided from each other, and removed into
different countries, have not only changed
their family complexion, but that they have
changed it to as many different colours as they
have gone into diferent regions of the world.
We cannot have, perhaps, a more ftriking
inftance of this, than in the fews. Thefe
people are {cattered over the face of the
whole earth. They have preferved them-
felves diftin& from the reft of the world by
their religion ; and, as they never intermarry
with any but thofe of their own feét, fo
they have no mixture of blood in their veins,
that they fhould differ from each other: and
yet nothing is more true, than that the * En-
glifh Few is white, the Portuguefe {warthy,

the Armenian olive, and the Arabian copper ;

* We mean fuch only as are zatives of the countries which
we mention, and whofe anceftors have been fettled there for a

certain period of time,
mn
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in fhort, that there appear to be as many
different {pecies of Fews, as there are coun-
tries in which they refide.

To thefe facts we fhall add the following
obfervation, that if we can give credit to the
ancient hiftorians in general, a‘change from
the darkeft black to the pureft white muft
have actually been accomplithed. One in-
ftance, perhaps, may be thought fufficient.
¥ Herodotus relates, that the Colchi were
black, and that they had crifped hair. Thefe
people were a detachment of the Zzbiopiarn
army under Sefoftris, who followed him in
his Jexpedition, and fettled in that part of
the world, where Colchis is ufually repre-
{ented to have been fituated. Had not the
fame author informed us of this circum-
ftance, we fhould have thought it 4 ftrange,
that a people of this defcription fthould have
been found in fuch a latitude. Now, as

* Herodotus. Euterpe. p. 8o. Editio Stephani, printed
1570:

+ This circumftance confirms what we faid in a former note,
p- 201, thateven if two nations were to be found in the fame
parallel, one of whom was black, and the other white, it would
form no objetion againft the hypothefis of climate, as one of
them might have been new fettlers from a diftant country,

they
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they were undoubtedly fettled there, and as
they were neither fo totally deftroyed, nor
made any fuch rapid conquefts, as that hif-
tory fhould notice the event, there is great
reafon to prefume, that their defcendants
continued in the fame, or fettled in the ad-
jacent country ; from whence it will follow,
that they muft have changed their com-
plexion to that, which is obfervable in the
inhabitants of this particular region at the
prefent day; or, in other words, that the
black inbabitant of Colchis muft have been
changed into the * fair Circaffian.

As we have now fhewn it to be higkly
probable, from the falls which have been
advanced, that climate is the caufe of the
difference of colour which 'prevai]s in the
different inhabitants of the globe, we fhall
now fhew its probability from {fo fimilar

* Suppofe, without the knowledge of any hiftorian, they
had made fuch confiderable conquefts, as to have fettled them-
felves at the diftance of 1000 miles in any one dire&tion from
Colchis, fill they muft have changed their colour. For had
they gone in an Eaftern or Weftern diretion, they muft have
been of the fame colour as ti.c Circaffians ; if to the north,
whiter; if to the fouth, of a copper. There arec no people
within that diftance of Colchis, who are black.

o . an



210 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoOMMERCE

an effe@ produced on the wmucous fubflance
before-mentioned by fo fimilar a caufe, that
though the fact does not abfolutely prove
our conjeture to be right, yet it will give
us a very lively conception of the manner,
in which the ph@nomenon may be caufed.

This probability may be fhewn in the
cafe of freckles, which are to be feen in the
face of children, but of fuch only, as have
the thinneft and moft tran{parent fkins,
and are occafioned by the rays of the fun,
ftriking forcibly on the mucous fubflance of
the face, and drying the accumulating fluid.
This accumulating fluid, or perfpirable
matter, is at firft colourlefs; but being
expofed to violent heat, or dried, becomes
brown. Hence, the mucofum corpus being
tinged in various parts by this brown co-
agulated fluid, and the parts fo tinged appear-
ing through the cuzicle, or upper furface of
the fkin, arifes that fpotted appearance, ob-
fervable in the cafe recited.

Now, if we were to conceive a black
{kin to be an wniverfal freckle, or the rays
of the fun to aé& fo univerfally on the u-

cous _fubflance of a perfon’s face, as to pro-
duce
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duce thefe fpots fo contignuous to each other
that they fhould unite, we thould then fee,
in imagination, a face fimilar to thofe,
which are daily to be feen among black peo-
ple: and if we were to conceive his body
to be expofed or acted upon in the fame
manner, we fhould then fee his body affum-
ing a fimilar appearance ; and thus we thould
fee the whole man of a perfect black, or re-
fembling one of the naked inhabitants of
the torrid zone. Now as the feat of freckles
and of blacknefs is the fame ; as their ap-
pearance is fimilar; and as the caufe of the
firft is the ardour of the fun, it is therefore
probable that the caufe of the fecond is the
fame : hence, if we {ubftitute for the word
¢ fun,” what is analogous to it, the word
climate, the fame effect may be fuppofed to
be produced, and the conjecture to receive a
fanction.

Nor is it unlikely that the hypothefis,
which confiders the caufe of freckles and
of blacknefs as the fame, may be right. For
if blacknefs is occafioned by the rays of the
fun ftriking forcibly and univerfally on the
mucous fubflance of the body, and drying the

O 2 accumulating
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accumulating fluid, we can account for the
different degrees of it to be found in the dif-
ferent inhabitants of the globe. TFor as the
quantity of perfpirable fluid, and the force
of the folar rays is fucceflively increafed, as
the climates are {ucceflively warmer, from
any given parallel to the line, it follows that
the fluid, with which the mucous fubflance
will be ftained, will be {ucceflively thicker
and deeper coloured ; and hence, as it appears
through the cuticle, the complexion fuccef~
fively darker; or, what amounts to the fame
thing, there will be a difference of colour
in the inhabitants of every {fucceflive pa-
rallel. '

From thefe, and the whole of the pre-
ceding obfervations on the fubject, we may
conclude, that as all the inhabitants of the
earth cannot be otherwife than the child-
ren of the fame parents, and as the dif-
ference of their appearance muft have of
courfe proceeded from incidental caufes,
thefe caufes are a combination of thofe
qhalities, which we call c/imate; that the
blacknefs of the Africans is {o far ingrafted
in their conftitution, in a courfe of many

generations,
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generations, that their children wholly in-
herit it, if brought up in gbe‘»;fa‘m‘é {pot, but
that it is not fo ab{olutely"/ijnterwoven in their
nature, that it cannet be removed, if they
are born and fettled in another; that Noah
and his fons were probably of an o/ive com-
plexion ; that thofe of their defcendants, who
went farther to the fouth, became of a deeper
olive or copper ; while thofe, who went ftill
farther, became of a deeper copper or black ; /
that thofe, on the other hand, who travelled
farther to the north, became lefs olive or
brown, while thofe who went {till farther than
the former, became lefs brown or white ; and
that if any man were to point out any one
of the colours which prevails in the human
complexion, as likely to furnifh an argu-
ment, that the people of fuch a complexion
‘were of a different {pecies from the reft, it
is probable that.his own defcendants, if re-
moved to the climate to which this com-
plexion is peculiar, would, in the courfe of
a few generations, degenerate into the fame
colour.

Having now replied to the argument,
¢t that the Africans are an inferiour link of

0 3 ¢ the
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““ the chain of natutre,” as far as it depend-
ed on their capacity and colour, we fhall now
only take notice of an expreflion, which the
recervers before-mentioned are pleafed to
make ufe of, ¢ that they are made for fla-
“ very.”

Had the Africans been made for flavery,
or to become the property of any fociety of
men, it is clear, from the obfervations that
have been made in the fecond part of this
Effay, that they muft have been created
devoid of reafin : but this is contrary to fact.
It is clear alfo, that there muft have been
many and cvident figns of the zuferiority of
their nature, and that this fociety of men
mufl have had a zatural »ighr to their domi-
nion: but this is equally falfe. No fuch
figns of inferiority are to be found in the
one, and the right to dominion in the other
18 ncidental : for in what volume of nature
or religion is it written, that one fociety of
men fhould éreed flaves for the benefit of
another ? Nor is it lefs evident that they
would have wanted many of thofe qualities
which they have, and which brutes have
not: they would have wanted that Sbirit

‘!f‘
of
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of liberty, that * fenfe of ignominy and [hame,
which fo frequently drives them to the hor-
rid extremity of finithing their own exift-
ence. Nor would they have been endowed
with a contemplative power ; for fuch a power
would have been unneceflary to people in
fuch a fituation; or rather, its only ufe
could have been to increafe their pain.
We cannot f{uppofe therefore that God
has made an order of beings, with fuch
mental qualities and powers, for the {fole
purpofe of being ufed as beafts, or wn-
/f%zmze;m of labour. And here, what a
dreadful argument prefents itfelf againft you
recervers £ For if they have no underftand-
~ings as you confefs, then is your conduct
impious, becaufe, as they cannot perceive
the intention of your punifhment, your fe-
verities cannot make them better, But if,
on the other hand, they have had under-
ftandings, (which has evidently appeared)

% There are a particular people among thofe tranfported
from Africa to the colonies, who immediately on receiving
punifiment, deftroy themfelves. This is a fa& which the
receiwers are unable to contradits

O 4 then
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then is your conduc equally impious, who,
by deftroying their faculties by the feverity
of your difcipline, have reduced men, who
had once the power of reafon, to an equa-
lity with the brute creation.

C H A P. IX.

The reader may perhaps think, that the
recervers have by this time expended all their
arguments, but their ftore is not f{o eafily
exhaufted. They are well aware that juf-
tice, nature, and religion, will continue, as
they have ever uniformly done, to oppofe
their condu¢t. This has driven them to
exert their ingenuity, and has occafioned
that multiplicity of arguments to be found
in the prefent queftion.

Thefe arguments are of a different com-
plexion from the former. They confift in
comparing the ftate of faves with that of
fome of the claffes of free men, and in cer-
tain {cenes of felicity, which the former
are faid to enjoy.

It is affirmed that the punithments which
the Africans undergo, are lefs fevere than
the military ; that their life is happier than
that of the Englith peafant; that they have

the
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the advantages of manumiflion; that they
have their little {fpots of ground, their holy-
days, their dances; in fhort, that their life
is a fcene of feftivity and mirth, and that
they are much happier in the colomcs than
in their own country.

Thefe reprefentations, which have been
made out with much ingenuity and art, may
have had their weight with the unwary ; but
they will never pafs with men of confideration
and fenfe, who are accuftomed to eftimate the
probability of things, before they admit them
to be true. Indeed the bare affertion, that
their fituation is even comfortable, contains
its own refutation, or at leaft leads us to fuf-
pect that the perfon, who afferted it, has
omitted fome important confiderations in the
account. Such we fhall thew to have been
aCtually the cafe, and that the reprefentations
of the recesvers, when ftripped of their glofly
ornaments, are but empty declamation,

It is faid, firlt, of military punifbments,
that they are more fevere than thofe which
the Africans undergo. But this is a bare
affertion without a proof. It is not thewn

even
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even by thofe, who aflert it, how the fa& can
be made out. We are left therefore to draw
the comparifon ourfelves, and to fill up
thofe important confiderations, which we
have juft faid that the receivers had omitted.

That military punifhments are fevere we
confefs, but we deny that they are feverer
than thofe with which they are compared.
Where is the military man, whofe ears have
been {lit, whofe limbs have been mutilated,
or whofe eyes have been beaten out? But
let us even allow, that their punithments are
equal in the degree of their feverity: fill
they muft lofe by comparifon. The fol-
dier 1s never punithed but after a fair and
equitable trial, and the decifion of a mili-
tary court; the unhappy African, at the
difcretion "of his Lord. The one # knows
what particular condu@ will conftitute an
offence; the other has no fuch informa-
tion, as he is wholly at the difpofal of paf-
fion and caprice, which may impofe upon

* The articles of war are frequently read at the head of
every regiment in the fervice, ftating thofe particular a&tions
which are to be confidered as crimes,

any
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any altion, however laudable, the appellation
of a crime. The former has it of courfe in
his power to avoid a punithment ; the latter
is never fafe. The former is punifhed for
a real, the Iatter, often, for an imaginary
fault.

Now will any perfon aflert, on comparing
the whole of thofe circumftances together,
which relate to their refpetive punifhments,
that there can be any doubt, which of the
two are in the worft fituation, as to their
penal {yftems ?

With refpect to the declaration, that the
life of an African in the colonies is happier
than that of an Eng/i/h peafant, it is equally
falfe. Indeed we can {carcely withhold our
indignation, when we confider, how fhame-
fully the fituation of this latter clafs of men
has been mifreprefented, to elevate the for-
mer to a ftate of fictitious happinefs. If
the reprefentations of the recesvers be true, it
is evident that thofe of the moft approved
writers, who have placed a confiderable thare
of happinefs in the coztage, have been mif=
taken in their opinion; and that thofe of the
rich, who have been heard to figh, and envy

the
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the felicity of the peafant, have been trea-
cherous to their own fenfations.

But which are we to believe on the occa-
fion ? Thofe, who endeavour to drefs vice in
the habit of wvirfue, or thofe, who derive
their opinion from their own feelings ? The
latter are furely to be believed ; and we may
conclude therefore, that the horrid picture
which is given of the life of the peafint, has
not {o juft a foundation as the recesvers would
lead us to fuppofe. For has he no pleafure
in the thought, that he lives in his own
country, and among his relations and friends ?
That he is actually free, and that his child-
ren will be the fame? That he can never
be fo/d as a beaft? That he can {peak
his mind without the fear of the lafh?
That he cannot even be ftruck wizh tmp-
nity ¢ And that he partakes, equally with
his {uperiours, of the protection of the law 2—
Now, there is no one of thefe advantages
which the African poflefles, and no one,
which the defenders of flavery take into their
account.

of
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Of the other comparifons that are ufually
made, we may obferve in general, that, as
they confift in comparing the iniquitous
pratice of flavery with other iniquitous
pratices in force among other nations, they
can neither raife it to the appearance of vir-
tue, nor extenuate its guilt. The things
compared are in thefe inftances both of them
evils alike. They call equally for redrefs,
and are equally difgraceful to the * govern-
ments which f{uffer them, if not encourage
them, to exift. To attempt therefore to
jultify one fpecies of iniquity, by compar-
ing it with another, is no juftification at all ;
and is fo far from anfwering the purpofe,
for which the comparifon is intended, as to
give us reafon to fufpect, that the comparer

* We cannot omit here to mention one of the cuftoms,
which has been often brought as a palliation of flavery, and
which prevailed but a little time ago, and we are doubtful
whether it does not prevail now, in the metropolis of this
country, of kidnapping men for the fervice of the Eaft-India
Company. Every fubjeét, as long as he behaves well, hasa
right to the protection of government; and the tacit per-
miflion of fuch a fcene of iniquity, when it becomes known,
is as much a breach of duty in government, as the condu& of
thofe {ubjects, who, on other occafions, would be termed, and
punithed as, rebellious.

has
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has but little notion either of equity or
honour.

We come now to thofe fcenes of feli-
city, which flaves are faid to enjoy. The
firft advantage which they are faid to
experience, 1s that of manumiffion. But
here the advocates for flavery conceal an
important circuamftance. 'They expatiate in-
deed on the charms of freedom, and con-
tend that it muft be a blefling in the eyes
of thofe, upon whom it is conferred. We
perfectly agree with them in this particu-
lar. But they do not tell us that thefe
advantages are confined ; that they are con-
fined to fome jfavourite domeflick; that not
one in an bundred enjoy them; and that
they are zever extended to thofe, who are
employed in the cwltivation of the field, as
long as they can work. Thefe are they,
who are moft to be pitied, who are deftined
to perpetual drudgery ; and of whom 70 one
whatever has a chance of being freed from
his fituation, till death either releafes him
at once, or age renders him incapable of
continuing his former labour. And here

let
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let it be remarked, 70 the difgrace of the rece;-
vers, that he is then made free, not —-
as a reward for bis paft fervices, but, as his
labour is then of little or no value,——
o fave the * tax. ‘ ;
With the fame artifice is mention alfo made
of the little {pots, or gardens, as they are
called, which flaves are faid to poflefs from
the liberality of the receivers. But people
muft not be led away by agreeable and plea-
fant founds. They muft not fuppofe that
thefe gardens are made for flowers; or that
they are places of amufement, in which they
can {pend their time in botanical refearches
and delights. Alas, they do not furnifh
them with a theme for fuch pleafing pur-
fuits and {peculations ! They muft be cul-
tivated in thofe hours, which ought to be

* The expences of every parifh are defrayed by a poll-tax
on negroes, to fave which they pretend to liberate thofe who
are paft labour; but they ftill keep them employed in repair-
ing fences, or in doing fome trifling work on a fcanty allow-
ance. For to free a fle/d-negroe, fo long as he can work, is a
maxim, which, notwithftanding the numerous boafted manu-
miffions, no maftter ever thinks of adopting in the colonies.

appropriated
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appropriated to || reft; and they muft be
cultivated, not for an amufement, but to
make up, 7 it be poffible, the great deficien-
cy in their weekly allowance of provifions.
Hence it appears, that the recesvers have no
merit whatever in fuch an appropriation of
land to their unfortunate {laves: for they are
either under the neceflity of doing this, or of
lofing them by the jaws of famine. And it
is a notorious fact, that, with their weekly
allowance, and the produce of their f{pots
together, it is often with the greateft diffi-
culty that they preferve a wretched exift-
ence.

The third advantage which they are faid
to experience, is that of boly-days, or days of
refpite from their ufual difcipline and fatigue.
This is certainly a great indulgence, and
ought to be recorded to the immortal ho-
nour of the recervers. We with we could
exprefs their liberality in thofe handfome

|| They muft be cultivated always on a Sunday, and fre-
quently in thofe hours which fhould be appropriated to feep,

or the wretched poffeflors muft be inevitably farwved.

" terms,
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terms, in which it deferves to be reprefent-
ed, or applaud them fufficiently for deviat=
ing for once from the rigours of fervile dif-
cipline. But we confefs, that we are un-
equal to the tafk, and muft therefore con-
tent ourfelves with obferving, that while the
horfe has one day in feven to refreth his
limbs, the happy African has but oze in
* fifty-two, as a relaxation from his labours.

With refpe& to their dances, on which
fuch a particular ftrefs has been generally
laid, we fear that people may have been as
thamefully deceived, as in the former in-
ftances. For from the manner in which
thefe are generally mentioned, we fhould
almoft be led to imagine, that they had cer-
tain hours allowed them for the purpofe of

* They are allowed in general three holy-days at Chriftmas,
but in Jamaica they have two alfo at Eafter, and two at Whit-
funtide : fo that on the largeft fcale, they have only feven
days in a year, or one day in fifty-two. But this is on a fup-
pofition, that the receivers do not break in upon the after-
noons, which they are frequently too aptto do. If it fhould
be faid that Sunday is an holy-day, itis not true; it is fo far
an holy-day, that they do not work for their mafters; but
fuch an holy-day, that if they do not employ itin the culti-
vation of their little {pots, they muft be farwed. ’

P joining
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joining in the dance, and that they had
every comfort and convenience, that people
are generally fuppofed to enjoy on fuch
convivial occafions. But this is far from
the cafe. Reafon informs us, that it can
never be. If they wifh for fuch innocent
recreations, they muft enjoy them in the
time that is allotted them for fleep ; and
fo far are thefe dances from proceeding from
any uncommon degree of happinefs, which
excites them to convivial fociety, that they
proceed rather from an uncommon depref-
fion of {pirits, which makes them even facri-
fice their * reft, for the fake of experiencing
for a moment a more joyful oblivion of their
cares. For {uppofe any one of the recesvers,
in the middle of a dance, were to addrefs his
flaves in the following manner : ¢ Africans!
¢¢ I begin at laft to feel for your fituation;
<« and my confcience is {feverely hurt, when-
¢ ever I refle&t that I have been reducing

* Thefe dances are ufually in the middle of the night;
and fo defirous are thefe unfortunate people of obtaining but
a joyful hour, that they not only often give up their fleep, but
add to the labours of the day, by going feveral miles to ob-
tain 1t,

¢ thofe
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¢ thofe to a ftate of mifery and pain, who
¢ have never given me offence. You feem
““ to be fond of thefe exercifes, but yet you
¢ are obliged to take them at fuch unfea-
¢ fonable hours, that they impair your
~ ¢¢ health, which is fufficiently broken by
¢ the intolerable fhare of labour which I
¢¢ have hitherto impofed upon you. I will
- ¢ therefore make you a propofal. Will
¢ you be content to live in the colonies,
‘¢ and you fhall have the half of every week
¢ entirely to yourfelves ? or will you choofe
“ to return to your miferable, wretched
¢ country ?”——But what is that which
ftrikes their ears ? Which makes them mo-
tionlefs in an inftant 7 Which interrupts the
feftive fcene P~————their country P———tran-
{porting found !-——Behold! they are now
flying from the dance: you may fee them
running to the fhore, and, frantick as it
were with joy, demanding with open arms
an inftantaneous paflage to their beloved na-
tive plains.

Such are the colonial delights, by the re-
prefentation of which the recervers would
perfuade us, that the Africans are taken from

P a ’ their
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their country to a region of conviviality and

mirth ; and that like thofe, who leave their
ufual places of refidence for a fummer’s

amufement, they are conveyed to the colo-
nies—zo bathe,—to dance,--to keep holy-day,--
to be jovial.—But there is fomething fo truly
ridiculous in the attempt to impofe thefe
fcenes of felicity on the publick, as f{cenes
which fall to the lot of {flaves, that the
recervers muft have been driven to great
extremities, to hazard them to the eye of
cenfure.

The laft point that remains to be confider=
ed, is the fhameful affertion, that the Afiicans
are much bappier in the colonies, than in their
own country. Butin what does this fupe-
riour happinefs confift ? In thofe real fcenes,
it muft be replied, which have been juft
mentioned ; for thefe, by the confeflion of
the receivers, conftitute the happinefs they
enjoy.—But it has been fhewn that thefe
have been unfairly reprefented; and, were
they realized in the moft extenfive lati-
tude, they would not confirm the fa&.
For if, upon a recapitulation, it confifts in

the
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the pleafure of manumiffion, they furely muft
have paffed their lives in a much more com-
fortable manner, who, like the Africans ar
home, have had no occafion for fuch a bene-
fit at all. But the recervers, we prefume,
reafon upon this principle, that we never
know the value of a blefling but by its lofs.
‘This is generally true: but would any one
of them make himfelf a_flave for years, that
he might run the chance of the pleafures
of manumiffion 2 Or that he might tafte the
charms of liberty with @ greater relifb 2 Nor
s the affertion lefs falfe in every other confi-
‘deration. For if their happinefs confifts in
the few boly-days, which in the colonies they
are permitted to enjoy, what muft be their
fituation 7z their own country, where the
whole year is but one continued holy-day, or
ceffation from difcipline and fatigue ?—If in
the pofleflion of a mean and contraéted [pot,
what muft be their fituation, where a whole
region is their own, producing almoft fpon-
taneoufly the comforts of life, and requiring
for its cultivation none of thofe hours, which
thould be appropriated to fleep Z—If in the

P g pleafures



230 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

pleafures of the colonial dance, what muft it
be in their own country, where they may
dance for ever ; where there is no ftated hour
to interrupt their felicity, no intolerable la-
bour immediately to fucceed their recreati-
ons, and no overfeer to receive them under
the difcipline of the lafh P—1If thefe there-
fore are the only circumftances, by which
the affertion can be proved, we may venture
to fay, without fear of oppofition, that it
can never be proved at all. A

But thefe are not the only circumitances.
It is faid that they are barbarous at home.—
But do you receivers civilize them P—Your
unwillingnefs to convert them to Chriftia-
nity, becaufe you fuppofe you muft ufe them
more kindly when converted, is but a bad
argument in favour of the fact.

It is affirmed again, that their manner of
life, and their fituation s fuch in their own
country, that to fay they are happy is a jeft.
¢¢ * But who are you, who pretend to judge
¢ of another man’s happinefs ? That {tate

? Bifhop of _Glloccﬁar’s fermon, preached before the fo-
ciety for the propagation of the gofpel, at the anniverfary
meeting, on the z1ft of February, 1766.

¢« which
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which each man, under the guidance of
his maker, forms for himfelf, and not one
man for another? To know what con-
ftitutes mine or your happinefs, is the
fole prerogative of him who created us,
and caft us in fo various and different
moulds. Did your flaves ever complain
to you of their unhappinefs, amidft their
native woods and defarts? Or, rather,
let me afk, did they ever ceafe complain-
ing of their condition under you their
lordly mafters ? Where they {ee, indeed,
the accommodations of civil life, but {ee
them all pafs to others, themfelves un-
benefited by them. Be fo gracious then,
ye petty tyrants over human freedom, to
let your flaves judge for themfelves, what
it is which makes their own happinefs,
and then fee whether they do not place
it i the return to their own country, ra-
ther than in the contemplation of your
grandeur, of which their mifery makes {o
large a part.” ‘

But fince you {peak with fo much confi-

dence on the fubje&, let us alk you recervers
again, if you have ever been informed by

P 4 your
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your unfortunate flaves, that they had no
connexions in the country from which they
~have forcibly been torn away: or, if you
will take upon you to affert, that they never
figh, when they are alone; or that they ne-
ver relate to each other their tales of mifery
and woe. But you judge of them, perhaps,
in an happy moment, when you are dealing
out to them their provifions for the week ; and
are but little aware, that, though the coun=
tenance may be cheered with a momentary
{mile, the heart may be exquifitely tortured.
Were you to thew us, indeed, that there are
laws, {ubject to no evafion, by which you
are obliged to clothe and feed them in a
comfortable manner; were you to thew us
that they are * protected at all ; or that even
one in a thoufand of thofe mafters have 4 fuf-

# Thereis a law, (but let the reader remark, that it prevails
but in sxe of the colonies), againft mutilation. It took its rife
from the frequency of the inhuman prafice. But though a
mafter cannot there chop off the limb of a {lave with an axe,
he may yet work, ftarve, and beat him to death with impunity.

+ Zawo inftances are recorded by the receivers, out of about
Jfifty-tboufand, where a white man has {uffered death for the
murder of a negroe; but the receivers do not tell us, that
thefe fuffered more becaufe they were the pefts of fociety, than
becaule the maurder of flaves was a crime. ’

fered
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fered death, who have been guilty of preme-
ditated murder to their flaves, you would
have a better claim to our belief: but you
"™ can neither produce the inftances nor the
laws. The people, of whom you fpeak, are
Slaves, are your own property, are wholly ar
Your own difpofal ; and this idea is fufficient to

overturn your affertions of their happinefs.
But we fhall now mention a circumftance,
which, in the prefent cafe, will have more
weight than all the arguments which have
hitherto been advanced. It is an opinion,
which the Africans univerfally entertain,
that, as foon as death fhall releafe them from
the hands of their oppreflors, they fhall im-
mediately be wafted back to their native
plains, there to exift again, to enjoy the fight
of their beloved countrymen, and to {pend
the whole of their new exiftence in fcenes
of tranquillity and delight: and fo power=
fully does this notion operate upon them,
as to drive them frequently to the horrid
extremity of putting a period to their lives.
Now if thefe fuicides are frequent, (which
no perfon can deny) what are they but a
proof, that the fituation of thofe who de-
ftroy
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ftroy themfelves muft have been infupport-
ably wretched: and if the -thought of re-
turning to their country after death, when
they bave experienced the colonial joys, con=
ftitutes their fupreme felicity, what are they
but a proof, that they think there is as much
difference between the two fituations, as
there is between mifery and delight ?

Nor is the aflertion of the receivers lefs
liable to a refutation in the inftance of
thofe, who terminate their own exiftence,
than of thofe, whom nature releafes from
their perfecutions. They dic with a fmile
upon their face, and their funerals are
attended by a vaft concourfe of their coun-
trymen, with every poflible * demonftra-
tion of joy. But why this unufual mirth,
if their departed brother has left an happy
place? Or if he has been taken from the
care of an indulgent mafter, who confult-
ed his pleafures, and adminiftered to his
wants ? But alas, it arifes from hence, that

* A negroe-funeral is confidered as a curious fight, and is
attended with finging, dancing, mufick, and every circum-

ftance that can fhew the attendants to be happy on the oc-
cafion,

be
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be is gome to bis bappy country: a circum-
ftance, fufficient of itfelf, to filence a myriad
of thofe {pecious arguments, which the ima-
glmtlon has been racked, and will always
be racked to produce, in favour of a {yftem
of tyranny and oppreflion.

It remains only, that we thould now con-
clude the chapter with a fa&, which will
thew that the account, which we have glven
of the fituation of flaves, is ftrictly true, and
will refute at the fame time all the argu-
ments which have hitherto been, and may
yet be brought by the receivers, to prove that
their treatment is humane. In one of the
weftern colonies of the Europeans, * fix
hundred and fifty thoufand flaves were im-
pOLted within an hundred years; at the expi-
ration of which time, their whole pofterity

were found to amount to one hundred and
forty thoufand., This fa& will afcertain the

¥ In g6 years, ending in 1774, 800,000 flaves had been im-
ported into the French part of St. Domingo, of which there
remained only 290,000 in 1774. Of this laft number only
140,000 were creoles, or natives of the ifland, 1. e. of 650,000
flaves, the whole pofterity were 140,000. Confiderations
Jur le Colunie de St. Dominique, publifhed by authority in
Y777

’ treatment
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treatment of itfelf. For how fhamefully
muft thefe unfortunate people have been
opprefled ? What a dreadful havock mutft
famine, fatigue, and cruelty, have made a-
mong them, when we confider, that the de-
{cendants of fix bundred and fifty thoufand
people in the prime of life, gradually im-
ported within a century, are lefs numerous
than thofe, which only * ten thoufand would
have produced in the fame period, under
common advantages, and in a country con-
genial to their conftitutions ?

But the receivers have probably great merit
on the occafion. Let us therefore fet it down
to their humanity. Let us fuppofe for once,
that this incredible wafte of the human f{pe-
cies proceeds from a benevolent defign; that,
fenfible of the miferies of a fervile ftate,

* Ten thoufand people under fair advantages, and in a foil
congenial to their conftitutions, and where the means of fub-
fiftence are eafy, fhould produce in a century 160,000. This
is the proportion in which the Americans increafed ; and the
Africans in their own country increafe in the fame, if notin
a greater proportion. Now as the climate of the colonies is
as favourable to their health as that of their own country, the
caufes of the prodigious decreafe in the one,-and increafe in
the other, will be more confpicuous.

they
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they refolve to wear out, as faft as they pof-
fibly can, their unfortunate flaves, that their
miferies may the fooner end, and that a
wretched pofterity may be prevented from
fharing their parental condition. Now,
whether this is the plan of reafoning which
the recervers adopt, we cannot take upon us
to decide; but true it is, that the effect
produced is exa@ly the fame, as if they had
reafoned wholly on this denevolens prin-
ciple,

C H A P. X

We have now taken a furvey of the
treatment which the unfortunate Afiscans
undergo, when they are put into the hands
of the recervers. This treatment, by the
four firft chapters of the prefent part of
this Effay, appears to be wholly infupport-
able, and to be fuch as no human being can
apply to another, without the imputation
of fuch crimes, as thould make him tremble.
But as many arguments are ufually advanced
by thofe who have any intereft in the prac-

tice,
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tice, by which they would either exculpate
the treatment, or diminith its feverity, we
allotted - the remaining chapters for their
difcuffion. In thefe we confidered the pro-
bability of fuch a treatment againit the
motives of intereft; the credit that was to
be given to thofe difinterefted writers on the
{ubje&, who have recorded particular inftan-
ces of barbarity ; the inferiority of the /f-
ricans to the human {pecies; the compari-
fons that are generally made with refpect to
their fituation ; the pofitive fcenes of feli-
city which they are faid to enjoy, and every
other argument, in thort, that we have found
to have ever been advanced in the defence
of flavery. Thefe have been all confidered,
and we may venture to pronounce, that,
inftead of anfwering the purpofe for which
they were intended, they ferve only to bring
fuch circumftances to light, as clearly thew,
that if ingenuity were racked to invent a
fituation, that would be the moft diftref~
fing and infupportable to the human race;
it could never invent one, that would fuit
the defcription better, than the

flavery.

colonial

If
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If this then be the cafe, and if flaves,
notwithftanding all the arguments to the
contrary, are exquifitely miferable, we aflc
you recervers, by what right you reduce them
to {o wretched a fituation ?

You reply, that you buy them ; that your
money conititutes your r7ght, and that, like
all other things which you purchafe, they
are wholly at your own difpofal.

Upon this principle alone it was, that
we profefled to view your treatment, or
examine your right, when we faid, that
¢ * the queftion refolved itfelf into two
¢ feparate parts for difcufiion; into the
“ African commerce, as explained in the
¢ hiftory of flavery, and the {ubfequent
¢ flavery in the colonies, as founded on the
“ equity of the commerce.” Now, fince it
appears that this commerce, upon the fulleft
inveftigation, is contrary to ¢4 zje prin-
““ ciples of law and government, the diffares
““ of reafon, the common maxims of equity, the
““ laws of nature, the admonitions of confeience,
““ and, in fhort, the whole do&trine of natural

* Page 56, + Page 11¢.

¢ Y o 33
religion,
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¢ preligion,” it is evident that the right,
which is founded upon it, muft be the fame;
and that if thofe things only are lawful in the
fight of God, which are either virtuous in
themfelves, or proceed from virtuous prin-
ciples, you bave no right over them at all.

You yourfelves alfo confefs this. For
when we afk you, whether any human be-
ing has a right to fell you, you immedi-
ately anfwer, No; as if nature revolted at
the thought, and as if it was {o contradic-
tory to your own feelings, as not to require
confideration. But who are you, that have
this exclufive charter of trading in the li-
berties of mankind ? When did nature, or
rather the Author of nature, make fo partial
q diftinéion between you and them ? When
did He fay, that you fhould have the privi-
lege of felling others, and that others fhould
not have the privilege of felling you ?

Now fince you confefs, that no perfon
whatever has a right to difpofe of you in
this manner, you muft confefs alfo, that
thofe things are unlawful to be done to you,
which are ufually done in confequence of

the
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the fale. Let us fuppofe then, that in confe-
quence of the commerce you were forced into a
thip; thatyou were conveyed to another coun-
try ; that you were fold there ; that you were
confined to inceflant labour; that you were
pinched by continual hunger and thirft;
and {ubject to be whipped, cut, and man-
gled at difcretion, and all this at the hands
of thofe, whom you had never offended ;
would you not think that you had a right
to refift their treatment? Would you not
refift it with a fafe confcience? And would
you not be furprized, if your refiftance
thould be termed rebellion ?—By the former
premifes you muft anfwer, yes.—Such then
is the cafe with the wretched Africans,
They have a right to refift your proceedings.
They can refift them, and yet they cannot
juftly be confidered as rebellious. For
though we fuppofe them to have been
guilty of crimes to one another; though
we fuppofe them to have been the moft
abandoned and execrable of men, yet are
they perfetly innocent with refpe@ to
you recesvers.  You have no right to touch
even the hair of their heads without their

Q_ own
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own confent. It is not your money, that
can inveft you with a right. Human liber-
ty can neither be bought nor fold. Every
lath that you give them is unjuft. It
is a lafth againft nature and religion, and
will furely ftand recorded againft you, fince
they are all, with refpet to your zmpious
{elves, in a ftate of nature; in a ftate of ori=
ginal diffociation ; perfeitly free.

C H A P. XL

Having now confidered both the commerce
and flavery, it remains only to colle& fuch
arguments as are {cattered in different parts
of the work, and to make fuch additional re-
marks, as prefent themfelves on the {ubject.

And firft, let us atk you, who have ftudied
the law of nature, and you, who are learned in
the law of the land, if all property muft not
be inferiour in its nature to its pofiefior,
or, in other words, (for it is a cafe, which
every perfon muft bring home to his own
breaft) if you fuppofe that any human being
can have a property in yourfelves? Let us

alk
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aik you appraifers, who {cientifically know
- the value of things, if any human creature
is equivalent only to any of the trinkets
that you wear, or at moft, to any of the
horfes that you ride: or in other words,
if you have ever confidered the moft coftly
things that you have valued, as equivalent to
Jourfelves 2 Let us afk you rationalifts, if
man, as a reafonable being, is not accountable
for his a&ions, and let us put the fame
queftion to you, who have ftudied the divine
writings ?  Let us atk you parents, if ever
you thought that you poflefled an authority
as fuch, or if ever you expetted a duty from
your fons; and let us atk you fons, if ever
you felt an impulfe in your own breafts to
obey your parents. Now, if you fthould all
anfwer as we could with, if you fhould all
an{wer confiftently with reafon, nature, and
the revealed voice of God, what a dreadful
argument will prefent itfelf againft the com-
merce and flavery of the human fpecies,
when we refle&, that no man whatever can
be bought or reduced to the fituation of a
flave, but he muft inftantly become a brute, be
muft inflantly be reduced to the value of thofe

Q.2 things,
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things, which were made for bis own ufe and
conventence ; he muft inflantly ceafe to be ac-
countable for bis attions, and bis authority as
a parent, and his duty as a fon, muft be in-
Slantly no more.

Neither does it efcape our notice, when
we are {peaking of the fatal wound which
every focial duty muft receive, how con-
fiderably Chriftianity fuffers by the conduct
of you receivers. For by profecuting this
impious commerce, you keep the Africans
in a ftate of perpetual ferocity and barba-
rifm; and by profecuting it in fuch a
manner, as muft reprefent your religion,
as a fyltem of robbery and opprefiion, you
not only oppofe the propagation of the gof-
pel, as far as you are able yourfelves, but
throw the moft certain impediments in the
way of others, who might attempt the glo-
rious and important tafk.

Such alfo is the effe&, which the fubfe-
quent flavery in the colonies muft produce.
For by your inhuman treatment of the un-
fortunate Africans there, you create the fame
infuperable impediments to a converfion.

For
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For how muft they deteft the very name of
Chriftians, when you Chriftians are deformed
by fo many and dreadful vices? How muft
they deteft that fyftem of religion, which
appears to refift the natural rights of men,
and to give a fanction to brutality and mur-
der?

But, as we are now mentioning Chriftia-
nity, we muft paufe for a little time, to make
a few remarks on the arguments which are
ufually deduced from thence by the recei-
wers, in defence of their {fyftem of oppreflion,
For the reader may readily fuppofe, that, if
they did not hefitate to bring the O/ Tef-
tament in fupport of their barbarities, they
would hardly let the New efcape them.

St. Paul, having converted Onefimus to the
Chriftian faith, who was a fugitive flave of
Philemon, fent him back to his mafter. This
circumftance has furnithed the recervers
with a plea, that Chriftianity encourages
flavery. But they have not only ftrained
the paffages which they produce in {upport
of their affertions, but are ignorant of hif-
torical fa&s. The benevolent apoftle, in the
letter which he wrote to Philemon, the mafter

Q3 of
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of Onefimus, addrefles him to the following
effet: I fend him back to you, but not in
¢ his former capacity, * zot now as -a_fer-
““ want, but above a fervant, a brother be-
¢ Joved. In this manner I befeech you to
¢¢ receive him, for though I could ezjoin you
“ to do it, yet I had rather it thould be a
¢ matter of your own wi//, than of neceffity.”

It appears that the fame Onegfimus, when
he was fent back, was no longer a flave, that
he was a minifter of the gofpel, that he was
joined with Tychicus in an ecclefiaftical
commiffion to the church of the Colpfians,
and was afterwards bithop of Ephefus. If
language therefore has any meaning, and if
hiftory has recorded a fact which may be
believed, there is no cafe more oppofite to
the do&rine of the recezvers, than this which
they produce in its fupport.

It is faid again, that Chriftianity, among
the many important precepts which it con-
tains, does not furnith us with one for the
abolition of flavery. But the reafon is ob-
vious. Slavery at the time of the introduc-

* Epift. to Philemon.
tion
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tion of the gofpel was univerfally prevalent,
and if Chriftianity had abruptly declared,
that the millions of flaves fhould have been
made free, who were then in the world,
it would have been univerfally rejected, as
containing dotrines that were dangerous,
if not deftrucive, to fociety. Inorder there-
fore that it might be univerfally received,
it never meddled, by any pofitive precept,
with the civil inftitutions of the times : but
though it does not exprefsly fay, that ¢ you
¢¢ {hall neither buy, nor {ell, nor poflefs a
¢ flaye,” it is evident that, in its general
tenour, it fufficiently militates againft the
cuftom.

The firft do&@rine which it inculcates, is
" that of brotherly love. It commands good
will towards men. It enjoins us to love our
neighbours as ourfelves, and to do unto all
men, as we would that they fhould do unto
us. And how can any man fulfil this {cheme
of univerfal benevolence, who reduces an
unfortunate perfon againft bis will, to the
moft infupportable of all human conditions ;
who confiders him as his private property,
and treats him, not as a brother, nor as one

Q4 of
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of the fame parentage with himfelf, but as
an animal of the brute creation ? ,
But the moit important do@rine is “that,
by which we are affured that mankind are
to exift in a future {tate, and to give an ac-
count of thofe actions, which they have
feverally done in the flefh. This firikes at
the very root of flavery. For how can any
man be juftly called to.an account for hig
actions, whofe a@ions are not 4z bis own dif-
pofal? This is the cafe with the * proper
flave. His liberty is abfolutely bought and
appropriated ; and if the purchafe is Juft and
equitable, he is under the neceffity of perpe-
trating any crime, which the purchafer may
order him to commit, or, in other words,
of ceafing to be accountable Jor his aftions.
Thefe do@rines therefore are fufficient to
fhew, that flavery ig Incompatible with the

® The African flave is of this defeription; and we could
wifh, in all our arguments on the refent fubje, to be under-
ftood as having fpoken only of proper flaves. 'The flave who
1s condemned to the oar, to the fortiﬁcations, and other pub-
lick works, isin a different predicament. His liberty is not
appropriated, and therefore none of thofe confequences can be
juftly drawn, which have been deduced in the prefent cafe.

Chriftian
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Chriftian fyftem. The Europeans confidered
them as fuch, when, at the clofe of the
twelfth century, they refifted their heredi-
tary prejudices, and occafioned its abolition.
Hence one, among many other proofs, that
Chriftianity was the produion of infinite
wifdom ; that though it did not take fuch
exprefs cognizance of the wicked national
inftitutions of the times, as fhould hinder
its reception, it fhould yet contain fuch
doctrines, as, when it fhould be fully efta-
blithed, would be fufficient for the aboli-
tion of them all. '

Thus then is the argument of. you reces-
vers ineffeCtual, and your condué& impious.
For, by the profecution of this wicked {la-
very and commerce, you not only oppofe
the propagation of that gofpel which was
ordered to be preached unto every creature,
and bring it into COIltC'let, but you oppofe
its tenets alfo: firft, becaufe you violate
that law of unzverfal benevolence, which was
to take away thofe hateful diftin&ions of
Few and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, bond
and free, which prevailed when the gofpel
was introduced ; and fecondly, becaufe, as

every
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every man is to give an account of his ac-
tions hereafter, it is neceffary that he thould
be free.

Another argument yet remains, which,
though nature will abfolutely turn pale at
the recital, cannot poffibly be omitted. In
thofe wars, which are made for the fake of
procuring {laves, it is evident that the con-
teft muft be generally obftinate, and that
great numbers muft be flain on both fides,
before the event can be determined. This
we may reafonably apprehend to be the cafe:
and we have * fhewn, that there have not
been wanting inftances, where the conquer-
ors have been fo incenfed at the refiftance
they have found, that their {pirit of ven-
geance has entirely got the better of their
avarice, and they have murdered, in cool
blood, every individual, without difcrimina-
tion, either of age or fex. From thefe and
other circumftances, we thought we had
fufficient reafon to conclude, that, where
ten were fuppofed to be taken, an bundred,
including the vi¢tors and vanquithed, might

# See the defcription of an African battle, p. 98.

be




or THE HuMaN SpEcies. 251

be fuppofed to perith. Now, as the annual
exportation from Africa confifts of an hun-
dred thoufand men, and as the two orders,
of thofe who are privately kidnapped by
individuals, and of thofe, who are pub-
lickly feized by virtue of the authority
of their prince, compofe together, at
leaft, nine-tenths of the African flaves, it
follows, that about ten thoufand confift of
convicts and prifoners of war. The laft
order is the moft numerous. Let us fuppofe
then that only fix thoufand of this order are
annually fent into fervitude, and it will im-
mediately appear that no lefs than /fixzy thou-
Jand people annually perith in thofe wars,
which are made only for the purpofe of pro-
curing {laves. But that this number, which
we believe to be by no means exaggerated,
may be free from all objection, we will in-
clude thofe in the eftimate, who die as they
are travelling to the thips. Many of thefe
unfortunate people have a journey of one
thoufand miles to perform on foot, and are
driven like theep through inhofpitable woods
and deferts, where they frequently die in
great numbers, from fatigue and want.

Now
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Now if to thofe, who thus perith on the
African continent, by war and travelling,
we fubjoin * thofe, who afterwards perifh
on the voyage, and in the feafoning together,
it'will appear that,"in every yearly attempt
to fupply the colenies, an bundred thoufand
muft perith, even before one ufeful individual
can be obtained.

Gracious God! how wicked, how beyond
all example impious, muft be that fervitude,
which cannot be carried on without the
continual murder of fo many and innocent
peﬂbns! What punithment is not to be ex-
Pe&ed for fuch monftrous and unparalleled
barbarities ! For if the blood of one man,
unjuitly fhed, cries with {fo loud a voice
for the divine vengeance, how fhall the
cries and groans of an bundred thoufend men,
annually murdered, afcend the celeftial man-
fions, and bring down that punithment,
which fuch enormities deferve! But do we
mention punifhment? Do we allude to that
punifhment, which fhall be inflicted on men
as individuals, in a future life? Do we

* The loweft computation is 40,000, fee p. 140.

allude
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allude to that awful day, which fhall furely
come, when the mafter fhall behold his mur-
dered negroe face to face? When a train of
mutilated {laves fhall be brought againft him ?
When he fthall ftand confounded and abath-
ed? Or, do we allude to that punithment,
which may be infli¢ted on them here, as
members of a wicked community ? For as a
body politick, if its members are ever fo
numerous, may be confidered as an whole,
acting of itfelf, and by itfelf, in all affairs in
which it is concerned, fo it is accountable,
as fuch, for its conduct; and as thefe kinds
of polities have only their exiftence here,
fo it is only in this world, that, as fuch,
they can be punifhed.

¢ Now, whether we confider the crime,
¢ with refpec to the individuals imme-
¢¢ diately concerned in this moft barbarous
¢¢ and cruel traffick, or whether we confider
¢ it as * patronized and encouraged by the
¢ laws of the land, it prefents to our view

* The legiflature has {quandered away more money in the
profecution of the {lave trade, within twenty years, than in
any other tr‘ade whatever, having granted from the year 1750,
to the year 1770, the fum of 300,000 pounds.

€€ an



2¢4 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

¢ an equal degree of enormity, A crime,
¢¢ founded on a dreadful pre-eminence in
¢« wickednefs,—a crime, which being both
¢« of individuals and the nation, muft {fome-
¢« time draw down upon us the heavieft
< judgment of Almighty God, who made
¢« of one blood all the fons of men, and
«¢ who gave to all equally a natural right
¢ to liberty ; and who, ruling all the king-
<« doms of the earth with equal providen=
¢ tial juftice, cannot fuffer fuch deliberate,
<« fuch monftrous iniquity, to pafs long
6¢ unpunifhed."f‘

But alas! he feems already to have inter-
fered on the occafion! The * violent and
fupernatural agitations of all the elements,
which, for a feries of years, have prevailed
in thofe European fettlements, where the

4+ Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge,
by the Rev. Peter Peckard.

¢ The firft noted earthquake at Jamaica, happened June
the 7th 1692, when Port Royal was totally funk. This was
fucceeded by one in the year 1697, and by another in the year
1722, from which time to the prefent, thefe regions of the
globe feem to have been feverely vifited, but particularly dur-
ing the laft fix or feven years. See a general account of the
calamities, occafioned by the late tremendous hurricanes and
carthquakes in the Weft-Indian iflands, by Mr. Fowler.

unfortunate
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unfortunate Africans are retained in a ftate
of flavery, and which have brought unfpeak-
able calamities on the inhabitants, and pub-
lick loffes on the ftates to which they feve-
rally belong, are fo many awful vifitations
of God for this inhuman violation of his
laws. And it is not perhaps unworthy of
remark, that as the fubjects of Great-Bri-
tain have two thirds of this impious coms=
merce in their own hands, fo they have
fuffered in the fame proportion, or * more
feverely than the reft.

How far thefe misfortunes may appear to
be adts of providence, and to create an alarm
to thofe who have been accuftomed to re=
fer every effect to its apparent caufe ; who
have been habituated to ftop there, and to
overlook the finger of God, becaufe it is
flightly covered under the veil of fecondary
laws, we will not pretend to determine ?
but this we will affert with confidence, that
the Europeans have richly deferved themall 5

* The many fhips of war belonging to the Britifh navy,

which were loft with all their crews in thefe dreadful hurti-
canes, will fufficiently prove the fact,

that
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that the fear of fympathy, which can hardly
be reﬁra.med on other ms.l,a'n‘choly occafions,
feems:t0" forget to flow ‘at the relation. of
thefe; and that we can never, with any
thadow of juftice, with profperity to the
undertakers of thofe, whofe fuccefs muft be
at the expence of ghe happinefs of millions
of their fellow-creatures.

But this is fufficient. For if liberty is
only an adventitious right; if men are by
no means fuperiour to brutes ; if every fo-

cial duty is a curfe; if cruelty is highly to
be efteenied ; if mulder is ﬁn&ly honour-

ablé, and Chriftianity is a lye; then it is
evident, that the Afidcan flavery may be
pur{ued, without either the remorfe of con-
{cience, or the imputation of a crime. But
if the contrary of this is true, which rea-
fon muft immediately evince, it is evident
that no cuftom eftablithed among men was
ever more impious ; fince it is contrary to
reafon, juflice, nature, the principles of law
and government, the whole doitrine, in fhort,
of natural religion, and the revealed woice of
God.

F I N I 8.







856 On THE SLAYERY AND COMMERCE

that the fear of fympathy, which can hardly
be reﬁramed on other 1nelaqcholy occafions,
feems-t0' “forget to flow at the relation of
_thefe, and that we can never, with any
fhadow of juftice, wifh profperity to the
undertakers of thofe, whofe fuccefs muft be -
at the expence of jhe happinefs of millions
of their fellow-creatures.

But this is fufficient. For if liberty is
only an adventitious right; if men are by \
no means fuperiour to brutes ; if every fo-

cial duty is a curfe ; if cruelty is highly to
be efteenued 5 if murder is ﬁrl&ly honour-

able, and Chriftianity is a lye; then it is_
evident, that the African flavery may be
purfued, without dither the remorfe of con-
{cience, or the imputation of a crime. But
~ if the contrary of this is true, which rea-
fon muft immediately evince, it is evident
that no cuftom eftablithed among men was
ever more impious; fince it is contrary to
reafon, juflice, nature, the principles of law
and government, the whole doctrine, in f[hort,
of natural religion, and the revealed voice of
God.
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