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PRETFACE.

TN confequence of the numerous Petitions which

were fent to Parliament from different Counties,
Cities, and Towns of Great Britain, in the year 1788;
for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE-TRADE, it
was determined by the Houfe of Comimoris to hear
Evidence upon that fubjeét.

The Slave-Merchants ard Planters accordingly
brought forward feveral petfons as witnefles, the firfE
in behalf of the continuance of Slave-trade, the latter
in defence of the Colonial Slavery. Thefe were heard
and examined in the years 1789 and 17go.

Several perforis were afterwards called on’ the fide of
the petitioners of Great Britain, to fubftantiate thé
foundation of their feveral petitions, and to invalidate
feveral points of the evidence which the others had
offered. Thefe were examined in the years 1790;
and 1797,

22 This
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) This Abfira& then is made up from the evidence of
the latter, in which little other alteration has been made
than that of bringing things on the fame point into one
chapter, which before lay fcatfered in different parts of
the evidence ; and this has been done to enable the
teader to fec every branch of the fubje in a clear and
diftinét fhape.

The evidence for Africa and the Middle Paffage, on
the fide of the Petitioners of Great Britain, is given by
perfons, who have been to almoft all the confpicuous
parts of Africa, from the River Senegal to Angola.
Many of them have had great opportunities of infor-
mation, from having been refident on fhore, or having
been up and down the different rivers, or from having
made each of them feveral voyages. Among thefe, as
well as among thofe who have only had the opportunity
perhaps of a fingle voyage, are to be reckoned feveral
refpe&table perfons of education, obfervation, and leifure,
and it is to be obferved, that the infermation of the
whole goes to things at different periods from: the year
1754 to 1789. The evidences again for the Weft
Indies and America are numerous and refpeétable.
Many of them have had the advantage of being refident
there for years, and the information which they have
given, extends to things as they were at various times
from 1753 to 1790. Of all thefe it muft be faid, that
they are 'totally difinterefled perfons, and therefore can
have had nothing to biafs them either one way or the
ether in the evidence they have given, The editor, on

the
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the other hand, feels it incumbent upon him to acknow-
ledge, that fome of them came up as evidences, from a
Jenfe of duty, and this againf? their own apparent interefl,
and under the threats and profpect of fuffering confiderably
for fuch a conduét.

Of the Evidences, on the other hand, brought for-
ward by the flave-merchants and planters, there are few
indeed who are not deeply interefled in the teftimony thej
have given, and the event of the decifion. In the African
part of the queftion, all but two are immediately con-
cerned in the flave-trade, and in the Weft-Indian, the
Admirals only can be fairly excepted. And of what
does their information confift but of round and general
affertions, without any fpecifick fads? Thefe affertions,
however, are in behalf of the planters, and tend te
prove the comforts and happinefs of their flaves.

We have no right to fuppofe that perfons of their
chara&er had any intention of mifleading the publick in
a queltion of fo much importance to the interefts of
mankind ; but we may fuppofe, that in’ their fituation
they had little or no opportunity of obferving the treatment
of the flaves; and this is aGually the faét. The Admirals,
when on fhore, were almoft entirely in the towns. Now
all the evidences for the petitioners of England are una-
nimous in afferting that the flaves in the towns appear
to be better treated than thofe in the country. Hence
the Admirals may have been in fome meafure warranted
in faying what they have done, but.they ought to have

obferved
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obferved that their evidence related to but a partial and
not the general body of the flaves,- and that their opportu=
nities of information were exceedingly limited and confined.

‘When, however; they went into the country, their
fituation again precluded them from getting the fame in~
Jormation as other men. Mr. H. Rofs, examined among
others, fays that as to the information which may have
been gotten by thofe holding high commands in the
Weft Indies, he cannot fpeak decidedly; but if it be
meant to know whether fuch, on occaficnal vifits to
eftates, were likely to obtain a thorough knowledge of
the treatment of flaves, be thinks they could not. He has
often ascompanied Governors and Admirals in their
tours there. The eftates vifited, belonging to perfons
of diftin¢tion, might be fuppofed under the bef? manage-
ment,  Befides all poffible care would be taken to &ecp
every difgufting objec? from view, and on no account by the
exercife of the whip or other punithments, 0 barrow up
the feelings of perfons of fuch diftinétion.

The above accounts thew that the renk and fituation
of the Admirals precluded them from feeing as much as
others, or in other words, that their opportunities of in=
formation were not as great as thofe of other men. Many
other circumftances may be cited to prove the fame
thing, Among thefe are the preambles and claufes of
certain laws, and extra&s from the Weft Indian publick
prints. To begin with the former.

Bahame
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. Babama Iflands.—So lately as in 1784, it was ena&ted
there, that <« if any flave fhall abfent him or herfelf
¢ from his or her owner, for the fpace of three months
<« fucceflively, fuch flave fhall be deemed an outlaw,
¢ and, as an encouragement to apprehend and bring to
¢ juftice fuch runaways, any perfon or perfons who fhall
¢¢ apprehend any fuch runaway, either alive or dead, {hall
¢ be paid out of the publick treafury twenty pounds, for
¢ every flaye fo apprehended and taken,” &c. ¥

St. Chrifiopher’s.— An a& to prevent the cutting
& off or depriving any flaves in this ifland of any of their
% limbs or members, or otherwife difabling them,”’—
¢¢ paffed March 11th, 1784.”

« Whereas fome perfons have of late been guilty of
€ cutting off and depriving flaves of their ears, which
« practice is contrary to the principles of humanity and
¢ dithonourable to fociety ; for prevention whereof in
¢ future, be it enacted by the Governor, &c. That if
¢ any ow’ner or pofleffor of any negro or other flave in
¢ this ifland, fhall wilfully and wantonly cut or difable,
“or caule or procure to be cut out or difabled zbe
£ tongue ; put out, or caufe or procure to be put out,
an eye; flit the nofey cary or lip, or cut off a nofe,
& ear, or lip, or caufe the fame to be done; or break
¢ or caufe to be broken, the arm, leg, or any other limby
& or member of any negro,” &c. The penalty is 5001,
¢ currency, or about 3ocl. fterling, and fix months
§¢ imprifonment. +

# Privy Council’s Report, part I1I, + Tbid,
Barbadoess
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Barbadoes— An A& to prevent diftempered, maim-
© ed; and worn out ncgroes, from infefting the towns,
¢¢ fireets, and highways of this ifland.” Pafled Jan, 18,
1785. -

« Whereas it has, for fome time paft, been the cruel
« practice of fome perfons poflefling negroes, who, from.
 their old age and infirmitiesy are incapable of further
€« fervice to their inhuman owners, to drive them from
¢ their plantations to beg, fleal, or ffarve, which faid
¢ unhappy objeéts are daily infefting the publick ftreets
< of the feveral towns in this ifland,” &c, The penalty
to fuch owner is 5/ currency, or about 3/ 12s. fter-
ling; and the a&t ordains that thofe unhappy objects
fhall be taken home to their mafters¥,

Grenada, 1788 —* Whereas the laws heretofore
¢ made for the protection of flaves have been found
<< infufficient ; And whereas humanity and the intereft
< of the colony require that falutary and adequate re-
< gulations and provifions fhould be adopted for ren-
¢ dering their fervitude as limited and eafy as pofiible,
¢ and for promoting the increafe of their population,
¢ as the moft likely means of removing, in the courfe
< of time, the neceffity of further importations of negroes
¢ from Africa ; And whereas thefe defirable ends cannot
¢ be fo effeGually obtained- as by prefcribing reafonable
% bounds to the power of maflers, and others having

] I‘rivy Council’s Report,

€ the



@ the charge of flaves, by compelling them fufficiently and
< properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them,” &c.

As to the extrals from the Weft Indian publick
prints, the following, among many others, may fuffice :—

From the Jamaica paper, called the Cornwall Chro-
nicle, of December 29, 1787, it appears, That an ad-
dition to the Confolidated Slave-law was propofed in
thefe terms :—

¢« Whereas the extreme cruelties and inbumanity of
¢ the managers, overfeers, and book-keepers of eftates;
< have frequently driven flaves into the woods, and oc-
< cafioned rebellions and internal infurreétions, to the
« great prejudice of the proprictors, and-the manifeft
“ danger of the lives of the inhabitants of this ifland 5
< for prevention whereof, be it enafted,” &c. ¢ And
€ whereas alfo, it frequently happens, that flaves come
1o their deaths by hafly and fevere blows and other
¢ improper treatment of overfeers and book-keepers, in
< the heat of paffion, and, when fuch accidents do hap-
< pen, the vi&ims are entered in the piantation-books,
“as having died of convulfions, fits, or ather caifes not to
 be accounted for, and to conceal the real truth of the
¢ caufe of the death of fuch flave or flaves, he or they
& is or are immediately put under ground,” &c,

The member (Mr. Gray) who introducéd the above,
premifed, « That to his own ceitain knowledge, very
5¢ unnatural punifbments were often infliCted on negroes;

b “and
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“ and that, in feweral inflances; he had been obliged to ins

“terpofe: as'a magifirate; to prevent aGual rebellion
¢ from fuch inhuman treatment,”

In the Jamaica paper, called the Gazette of St. Jago
de la Vega, dated O&ober 11, 1787, we number g7
runaway f{laves advertifed, viz. 45 ¢ branded” and 52
without ¢ brands.”” Among the former is ¢ William
¢ marked on the right fhoulder R A, heart and dia-
“mond between, ard on the left R A, heart at top,*
alfo « Batty on both fhoulders HP in one,” and
¢ Guy marked, on the right thoulder W D, and on
¢¢ the left I H.”’—In the fame Gazette, dated Novem~
ber 8th, 1787, there are notified 23 runaways marked,
and 44 unmarked. Among thofe marked is « Apollo
“ W 5, on his face and breaft,”—Robert R P on each
¢ cheek, and Kingfton marked YORKE on each
¢ fhoulder and breafts.”—~We find, in the Cornwall
Chronicle, of Jamaica, dated December 15, 1787,
¢« 84 runaways advertifed 13 of whom only are brand-
¢ ed.” Among thefe are ¢ Pompey, a creole negro man,
¢ marked on both thoulders and breafts M L, diamond
“on top,”” James a carpenter ¢ branded on both
¢ checks,” and Billy belonging to the King, marked
¢ broad arrow, on the fhoulder.””~In the Kingfton
Morning Poft, of April 8th, 178, feven runaways,
from one owner are advertifed, namely ¢ a fitherman,
“a taylor, a fhipwright, a fempfirefs, and three other
“wenches.” In the fame paper we find ¢ an old
¢ grey headed Coromantee man,” a runaway; allo

another
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another “taylor ¢ marked on both thoulders I'T, and
« right fhoulder R G.”~—In the Cornwall Chronicle
of O&. 10, 1789, a runaway is advertifed named
¢ Prince, branded on the back, with a cattle mark
« TH.”—In the Kingfton Morning Poft of Nov. 4,
1789, we find again, feven runaways from one pro-
prietor, viz. an old woman with her two fons and
two  daughters, one of them very big with child,”
alfo a field negro and a carpenter. In the fupple~
ment to the Cornwall Chronicle of Nov. 7, 1789, there
are 135 runaways advertifed, viz. 48 with, and 87
without brands. Of the former fome have two, three,
and four brands on the face, breafts, and Jhoulders,
One in particular is « marked D E on both cheeks and
¢ left thoulder.”” Among thofe not branded is « a
€¢ woman with a wooden leg.”” One man is diftin-
guithed by having « both ears cropt,” and another by
< bis nofe and ears being cut off.”——In the Jamaica
Daily Advertifer of Feb. 11, 1791, we find fix run-
aways advertifed by one owner, viz.two men and four
women, befides a girl child of one of the latter. Both
the men and two of the women are of one family, be=
ing an old woman, her brother, her fon, and her
grand nephew (marked RD C) and who abfented
themfelves at different times.—An advertifement in the
Jamaica Daily Advertifer of Feb. 24, 1791, begins
thus :—¢ Feb. 22, 17971, Efcaped on Sunday laft with
< g chain and collar round his neck; a negro man of the
¢ Mandingo country, marked TY 4 on top,” &c..

b2 In
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In the Barbadoes Gazctte of Jan. 14, 1784, the
reader will find this advertifement;
<« Abfented herfelf from the fervice of the fubfcriber,
« 2 yellow fkin negro wench, named Sarah Deroral,

whofe perfon and furmifed place of concealment, be-
ing very particularly defcribed, the advertifement
ends with thefe words % WWhoever will apprebend the faid
« wench ALIVE or DEAD, fhall receive two maidores
“ yeward from

Josepu CHARLES HowaRDp.™

"The claufes, preambles, and advertifements juft cited
will, it is prefumed, without any farther extracts, bring
additional convi&tion to the mind of the reader, that
the Admirals could have known little or nothing about
the treatment of the flaves during their ‘refidence in the
iflands : for they thew, firft, that the flaves have been
infufficiently fed, lodged, and clothed ; that they have
been under the power of the mafter and overfeer to an
unreafonable degree ; that they have been often turned
adrift, when incapable of labour, “ tobeg, fteal, or ftarve ;*
that their ears a_nd nofes have been flit and cut off';
Bﬁlt they have pcen alfo otherwife disfigured as well as
depriré@ of limbs and members ; thgt they have been
fuddenly murdered and buried.;~@nd that in fome cafes
where they have run away, rewards have been offered to
indifferent perfons to bring them to their owners alive or
dead. They fhew, fecondly, that thefe different cir-
cumflances have happened, and that many of them

muft
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muft have been notorious (or why were laws introduced:
by the colonifts themfelves for their prevention?) fincethe
gear 1783, for the dates of the feveral ads or adver-
vertifements are in 1784, 1785, 1787, 1788, 1789,
and 1791. Butif they muft have been notorious fince
the year 1783, it is clear (the treatment of the flaves
having improved though not kept pace with the im-
provement of the age) that they muf? have been eézéally no-
dorious previous to the year 1783, thatis to fay, at the very.
time the Admirals were in the different iflands with -
their refpective fleets. Now the Admirals are as fi-
lent about thefe notorious falts in their evidence,
as if they had never exifted at all.  If they knew them
and concealed them (which we cannot believe)
their evidence is unworthy of refpect upon this occa-
fion; and if they did not know them, it only con-
firms what has been faid before, that they had not the
Jame opportunitics as other men, and that théy weré
therefore jncompetent as evidences upon fo  great a
queftion,

The Admirals again have fhewn themfelves egregi-
ouily ignorant of a moff notorious law, a law too, which
exifts at the prefent day, namely, ¢ that the evidence
of a flave is not valid againft any white man.” Hgd
they been acquainted with this, they would have per2
‘ceived inftantly that it was in any mafter’s power to
* torture or even murder his flave with impunity, and

this
% Though the reader has feen laws enated to prevent mafters from

autting off the cars and nofes of their flaves, and being guilty of other
cruclties,
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this in the fight of a thoufand black fpeGators, provided
be -only took care that no white perfon beheld him.
Had they known this, they would have perceived the
unprotected ftate of the flaves, and would never have
fpoken as they have. It is impoffible therefore that
they could have become acquainted with this law, and
this only brings us to the fame conclufion as before, viz.
#heir incapacity as evidences on the fubject of the treatment

of ihe flaves.

Before the Preface is clofed, it may be neceffary to
anticipate, that fome one may afk the Editor, why he
has given in this Abftra& the Evidence on the part of
the Petitioners only, and omitted that which has been
adduced on the other fide. To this the Editor might
reply, that it is the bufinefs of the Slave-merchants and
Planters, if they think their cafe defenfible by the
evidence they have produced, to do it, but he would
rather wifh to reply, THAT IT Is UNNECESSARY : for
admitting the witnefles on the part of the Slave-mer-
chants and Planters never to have feen .among . them all
even one fingle infiance of enormity, either in Africa, or
on the Middle Paffage, or in the Weft Indies, (which
none of them will pretend to aflert) this negative evidence
can make nothing againft the numberle(s pofitive and

sruelties, he is not to. imagine that the mafter cannot do them now as
herctofore; for it is clear, that while a flave’s evidence 1s not ad-

miflible againft a white man, he may do them with impunity at the

ﬁmriﬁck

prefent day,



PRETFATCE xv

Jpecifick facts mentioned in this Abftra& to have Sfaller
under the eyes of the witnefles on the other fide. Thefe
pofitive and fpecifick inftances muft therefore fiill Jiand
uncontradified and true. They muft ftill ftand as baving
pofitively happened : and if but a fmall part of them only
did ever happen, this fmall part would be a fufficient:
xeafon for the Abolition of the Slave-T'rade.

AN






AN

ALPHABETICAL LIST

OF THE

NamEs OF THE WITNESSES

EXAMINED BY THE

Seleét Committee of the Houfe of Commons,

ON THE PART OF

The Petitioners of Great Britain

¥ OR THE

Abolition of the Slave-Trade.

BAILLIE (George, Efg. ) refided 25 years in South
Carolina and Geargia, firft as a merchant, after-
wards as a plantcr, and then as Commiffary General
of Georgia. He was in Jamaica alfo from about
December, 1778, to February or March, 177g.—
[HL * 181.] “e

BEVERLEY, (WiLL1aMm, Efq. Lincoln’s Inn) was born
in Virginia, and lived there the firft 16 years of his
life : he returned in 1786, and refided afterwards
above two years in different parts of America.—
[IV. 215.]

* The Evidence, according to the method in which it was printed for
the Houfe of Commons, is divifible into four Parts: the Roman Capitals
therefore fhew the part in which the Evidence of the perfon is to be found,
nd the Figures the Page where it begins.

[ Botuam,
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Boruawm, (HewnrY, Efq.) went to the Weft Indies in
1770,  and, in about 'two years, - vifited all the
iflands, Englifh 4nd French, ‘and was employed by
Government in Grenada. He direGted a fugar
eftate for.a fhort time in the Weft Indies; but he
carried on fugar works many years at Bencoolen in
the Eaft Indies.~—=[1V. 241.]

Bowman, (Mr. Joun) was in the African employ,
from 1765 to 1776, moftly on the Windward Coaft,
as third, fecond, and chief mate. He was alfo eight

+ months refidént as a fadtor at the head of the River
Sierra Leon, and feventeen or eighteen months at
that of the River Scaflus in Africa.—[IV. 112.]

CLAPHAM, (Joun, Efg.) was upwards of twenty years
in Maryland.—[IV.. 249.] ‘

CrappesoN, (Mr. THoMAs) was at Jamaica in 1762
and 1763, and from 1768 to 1778, and from 1786
t6 1789, For the firft two years hé was iii the
feafaring line, but the reft of the time as wharfinger
and pilot.—[IV. 207.]

Craxron, (Mr. Ecrorpe) failed in the Garland, for

. Africa, in 1788, as furgeon’s mate, and there, on

the Bonny Coaft, commenced furgeon to the Young
Hero flave-veflel.—[IV. 23.]

Coox; (Captain) of the 8gth regiment, was in Barba=
does, St. Luct, St. Kitt’s, &c. in 1780 and 1781,
- [1IV. 199.]- . . -

Cook, (Mr, Mark) arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and

_ leftit'1790; was three years in the planting bufi-

nefs 5 the reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmafter
there.—[IV. 889.] )

CooR, (HenrY, Gent.) was in Jamaica fifteen years,
ending in 1774, as a mill-wright; chiefly in Weft-
moreland,



T xix ]

moreland, but did bufinefs in three other parifhes.
[1V. 69.]

CrEw, (RoBERT, Efq.) is a native of Virginia, and
always refided there till 1783.—[IV. 250.]

DaLrymrre, (Henry Hew, Efq.) was lieutenant in
the 75th regiment, in garrifon at Goree, and on
various parts of the coaft, from May to the end of
September, 1779. He was, on his paflage to the
Weft Indies, in a flave-veflel two months, He
was three times in the Weft Indies; in 1773 at
Grenada fix months; in 1779 and 1780 at Anti-
gua, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia, and St. Chrif~
topher’s; -and, in 1788 and 1789, at Grenada,
Cariacou, St. Vincents, and Tobago.—[III. 291.,]

Davies, (The Rev. Mr., ) refided at Barbadoes fourteen
years, the three laft learning the management of a
fugar eftate; he left it 21 years ago.—[IV. 185,]

Davison, (Bakker) lieutenant of the late 7gth regi-

" ment was in Jamaica from the middle of 1771 to
the end of 1783, except a few months on the Spa-
nith Main, He alfo pradlifed furgeryin Jamaica,
[IV.150.] : :

Dove, (Mr. WiLLIAM) was, in 1769, 2 Voyage;to the
Coaft of Africa for flaves, From 1774 to 1783
he refided at Bofton and New-York.—[III. 100. ]

Doucras, (Mr. Joun) boatfwain of the Ruffel man
of war, was one voyage to the Coaft.of Africa for
flaves in 1771.—[IV, 121.] ‘

Duncan, (Mr. WirLiam) was in Antigua from,
January 1785 to July 178g, firft as clerk in a ftore
for fix or eight months, afterwards’ as overfeer for
about two years and a half. - The reft of the time
he kept a ftore for himfelf—=[IV. 141.]

c2 Ervison,
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Evvisown, (Mr. HENRY) gunner of the Refiftance man
of war, was in the flave-trade from 1759 to 1770.
He has been in many Weft India Iflands, particu-
larly Barbadoes and Jamaica. He has alfo been
many voyages to Virginia and Maryland, and often
on the tobacco plantations while the flaves were at
work.—[III. 361.]

FALCONBRIDGE, (Mr. ALEX : NDER, furgeon ) was four
voyages to Africa for flaves, from 1780 or 1781 to
1787. In the firft he was taken at Cape Mount in
the Tartar. The other three were regular voyages.
[1L. 581.]

FrrzmAauRricg, (Mr. WiLLram) was in Jamaica from
June 1771 to March 1786, as overfeer the laft ten
years, but the former part of the time book-keeper,
except for the firft fix months when he was clerk
to a ftore in Kingfton.—[IV. 205.]

ForsTER, (Mr. RoBERT) was in every Britith ifland,
except Jamaica, in all about fix years, ending in
17785 the firft four years he was apprentice in a
ftore in St. John’s, Antigua, the reft of the time a
midfhipman and fecond mafter and pilot of the
King’s brig Endeavour. He lived among the town
flaves, and often went to colleét debts, and vifit
managers in the country. When in the King’s
thip, he fpent much of his time among them.—

[IV. 129.]

Gives, (Mr. Joun) farmer, near Hay, Brecknockfhire,
was in Montferrat from 1757 to 1762, in Grand-
terre in 1763, in Grenada 1764 and part of 1763,
in North America the reft of 1765, in St. Croix
from 1774 to.1778.—[1V. 74.]

GivrEs, (Captain) of the 1gth regiment of foot, was
in Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Jamaica,
from
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from June 1782 to April 1790, except about 14 or
15 months in England.—[1V. 103.]

Havr (Captain) of the Royal Navy, was at Barbadoes
and the Leeward Iflands from 1769 to 1773, and
from 1780 to 1782 at thofe places, and at Jamaica
and St. Domingo.—{1V. g9.]

Harr (Captain JouN AsHLEY) now in the Weft
India trade from London, was in the African trade
from 1772 to 1776 inclufive. - He made two voy-
ages to Africa for flaves as third, fecond, and chief
mate.~—[II. 513.]

Harrison (M. D.) was upwards of ten years in
Jamaica, from 1755 to 1765, and in America
from 1765 to 1778, andin the medical line in both

—[1V. 44.]

Hiirs (Captain Joun) of the Royal Navy, was at
Goree and up the Gambia, as commander of his
Majefty’s floop Zephyr, at the end of 1781 and be-
ginning of 1782, in all about fix months.~[III.

176.]

How (AnTHONY PaNTALEO, Efq.) was in Africa
in 1785 -and 1786, chiefly on the Gold Gold, in
the Grampus man of war, employedby govern-
ment as a botanift.—[I11. 219.] )

Jackson (RoserT, M. D.) went to Jamaica in 1774,
and refided there four years, chiefly at Savanna-la-
Mar, where he practiled medicine. His profeffion
led him daily eight or ten or more miles into the
country. He has occafionally been in moft parts
of the ifland. He went alfo to America to join
his regiment (the 7rft) in 1778, with which he
went through all the fouthern provinces.—[III.54.]

JEFFREYS
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JEFFREYS (Mr. Nin1an) Mafter in the Royal Navy,
“was at Jamaica in 1773, Tobago 1774, Jamaica
1775, Grenada 1776, Tortola 1779, as mate of a
Weft Indiaman, and employed in taking off fugars
from the different eftates, but in 1782 Antigua,
and St. Kitt’s 1783, and at Jamaica a few days in
1784, in the Royal Navy.—(IIL. 231 )

KiernaN (JamEs, Efg.) wasin Africain 1775, 1776,
1777, and 1778, to learn the nature of the trade,
to carry it on. He refided on the'R, Senegal.—w

[IV.237.]

Lioyp (Captain THoMmAsS) in the Royal Navy, was
in the Weft Indies in 1779, He commanded his
Majctty’s thip Glafzow, and was burnt out of her in
Montego Bay, Jamaica,—(IV. 147.)

Micrar (Mr. GeorGE) gunner of his Majefty’s thip
Pegafe, has been in Africa. His laft voyage was
to Old Calsbar in 1767, in the fhip Canterbury,
Captain Spurkes.—[II1. 385.]

Morrgy (Mr. James) Gunner of his Majcfty’s thip
Medway, made fix voyages to Africa, the firft in
1760, the laft in 1776. He has been ever fince in
the King’s fervice. He has vifited moft parts of
Africa from the beginning of the Gold Coatt tq
Angola.—[IIl. 149.]

NewTon (the Rev. Jorn) Redor of St. Marv, Wool-
noth, made five voyages to Africa; in the laftin 1754,
he was mafter of a flave fhip, He lived on thore
about a year and a half, chiefly at the ifland of
Plantanes, at the mouth of the R, Sherbro.—

(1L 137.]
NicroLrg
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Nic#orrs (the Rev. RoserT BoucuER) Dean of’
Middleham, Yorkfhire, was born in Barbadoes,
and refided there fome years in his youth, and two
years after he was of age, from 1768 to 1770,
when in holy orders. In his laft refidence, he lived
on a very large plantation, and obferved the ma=

nagement of that and the furrounding eftates.—
[I1. 326.]

ParkER (Mr. Ifaac) fhip-keeper of the Melampus fri-
gate, failed in 1764 to the R. Gambia, and in
1765 to Old Calabar. He lived five months on
thore, at New Calabar. He has been more than
once in the Weft Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadoes,
Antigua, the Grenades, &c.—[III. 122.]

RookE (Major General) was in Africa, at Goree, from
May 6, to Aug. 16, 1779.—[I1]. 45.]

REEs (the Rev. THoMmAs GwynN) arrived at Bar-
badoes in the end of 1782, as Chaplain of his Ma-
jefty’s fhip Princefs Amelia.  During the fix
weeks he was there he vifited the plantations with-
in four or five miles of Bridge-town. He was be-
tween two and three months alfo at St. Lucia.—
[1I1. 247.7 .

Ross (HercuLkes, Efg.) refided from 1761 to 1782
chiefly in Jamaica, and' occafionally in Hifpaniola.

He was in every parifh in the former ifland.—
[IV. 252.]

Ross (Captain ROEERT) was from 1762 to 1786 in
Jamaica. He was for three years and a half a
book-keeper, and afterwards an overfeer ‘on three
eftates. He then commanded a company of
Rangers for fix years. In 1775 he fettled 2 pro-
perty of his own, and xefided on it from 1787 to-
1786.—I1V. 63.) :

Savacs
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8avacre (Joun, Efg.) refided in Carolina from 1724
to 1775.—1V. 247.]

Bcorr (Captain ALExANDER) of the Royal Navy,
was from Senegal to C. Coaft in his Majefty’s
thip Merlin, in 1769. He has alfo been in the Weft
Indies.—[IV. 178.]

Simpson (Lieut. Joun) of the Marines, went ott in
his Majefty’s thip Adventure, and was on the Coaft
of Africa, chiefly from Settra Crue to Accra, in
1788 and 1789.—[IV. 40.]

8mrTH (Captain Joun SAMUEL) of the Royal Navy,
was in the Weft Indies in 1772, 1777, and - 1778,
for above a year altogether.—[IV. 136.]

StoreY (Lieut. RicHARD) in the Royal Navy, was
from 1766 to 1770, on every part of the Coaft
from S. Leone td the R. Gabon.—[IV. 3.]

STUART (the Rev. JaMEs) vifited many of the Weft
India iflands, Englith and French, in 1778 and
1772, when he returned to America. He had a 20
year’s acquaintance with the condition of flaves
upon that continent.—[IV. 175.]

TERRY (Mr. JouNn) was in Grenada from 1776 to
1790, the firft feven or eight years as an over-
feer, then a manager *.—[IV. 107.]

Txrry (Mr. MAaTTHEW) was four years in Domi-
nique as book-keeper and overfeer, one at Tobaga
as land-furveyor, in the King’s fervice, and feven
in Grenada, ending in 1781, as a colony furveyor.
—IV. 82.]

* Thechief perfon who fuperintends a fugar eftate, is called in Jamaica
the overfeer, and in the Windward -flands the manager, where the driver
& oiten called overteer,

THoMPIGON
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TroMpsoN, (Captain THomas BoLTon) of the Royal
navy was fecond lieutenanc of the Grampus in 1784,
1785, and 1786, and commanded- his Majefty’s
thip the Nautilus in 1787, in carrying out the Black
Poor to Sierra Leon, where he was from the be-

_ginning of May, to the end of September.—
[ 167.]

ToTTENHAM, (Major-General ) went out to the Weft
Indies in 1779, w:th four regiments under his com-
mand. He was about twenty months in Barbadoes,
and fome time at St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and St.

" Euftatius.—[III. 1235.] s

TownE, (Mr. JAMES) carpenter of his Majefty’s thip
Syren, made two voyages in 1760 and 1768 to the
Ifles de Los, and Gtand Cape Mount. In the firft he
was between feven and eight months on the coaft as
aboyj; in the fecond, as carpenter, he ftaid more than
fix months —[IV. 15.]

TROTTER, (THomAs, M. D.) furgeon in the Royal
navy, was a voyage in the African flave-trade; from
Liverpool, in 1783, as furgeon of the Brookes,
Captain Noble. He was ten months on the coaft.
[1II. 8c.]

WabpsTroM, (CHARLES BERNs, Efq.) Chief Direc-
tor of the Aflay Office in Sweden, was in Africa
near three months, in 1787 and 1788, with Do&or
Spaarman, engaged by the King of Sweden to make
difcoveries.—[1II. 18. & 19.]

Wivsown, (Captain THoMAsS) of the Royal Navy, was
between five and fix months in Africa, between
Cape Blanco and the River Gambia, in 1783 and
1784, as commander of his Majefty’s fhip Race-
horfe: he was fent out to embark the troops and

ftores from Goree.—[IIl. 3. & 4.]
d WiLson,
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WiLson, (Mr. Isaac) furgeon in the navy, ‘made one
:voyage to Africa in the Elizabeth, Smith, from
London.. He failed. the 15th of May, 1788, and
returned 6th December, 1789.—[I1. 561.]

‘WoopwArD, (GEORGE, Efg.) is both an owner and
mortgagee of property in Barbadoes, where he re-
fided in 1782 and. 1783, and was alfo there in

1777 —{1V. 233.]

Woopwarp, (Mr. Joseru) was in Barbadoes in
1788, 1789, and 1790.—[IV. 2306.]

WoorricH, (THoMAs, Efq.) was.in the Weft Indies
from 1753 to 17733 but in the interim took ‘three
trips to England, and two to America; he was in
the mercantile line, chiefly at Tortola. He was
alfo occafionally at Barbadoes, Antigua, and St.
Kitts.—[IIL. 264.]

Youne, (Sir GEORGE) captain in the Royal navy,
was four voyages to Africa, in 1767, 1768, 1771,
and 1772, from Cape Blanco to Cape Lopez,
including every Englifh fettlement, and fome Dutch.
[ILL. 205.]

CHAP. V.









C H A P I

The Enormities committed by the Natives .of Africa on the
Perfons of one another, to procure Slaves for the Euro-
peans—proned by the Teftimony of fuch as have wvifited
that Continent,—and confirmed by Accounts from the
Slaves themfelves, after their arrival in the Weft Indies.

HE Trade for Slaves, (fays M. Kiernan) in the Mauer of
River Senegal, was chiefly with the Moors, on "‘["“"g‘

the Northern banks, ‘who got them very often by war, ,,J:}rf{;r:"‘
and not feldom by kidnapping ; that is, lying in wait Soezal s
near a village, where there was no open war, and feizing ’(’-,:f River
whom they could. - i

He has often heard of villages, and feen the remzins
of fuch, broken up by making the people flaves.

That the Moors ufed to crofs the Senegal 70 catch the
negroes was fpoken of at Fort Louis as notorious ; and
he has feen inftances of it where the perfons fo taken
were ranfomed.

General Rooke fays, that kidnapping took place in the
neighbourhood of Goree. It was fpoken of as.a com-
mon practice. It was reckoned ®ifgraceful there, but he
cannot fpeak of the opinion about it on the Continent.
He remembers two or three inftances of negroes béing
brought to Goree, who had been kidnapped, but he could
not difcover by whom. At their own requeft he imme-
diately fent them back.

A Mr. Dalrymple
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Mr. Dalrymple found that the great droves (called
Caffellas or Caravans) of flaves brought from inland,
by way of Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were pri-
foners of war. Thofe fold to veflels at Goree, and near
it, were procured either by the grand pillage, the lefler
pillage, -or by robbery of individuals, or in confequence
of crimes. The grand pillage is executed by the king’s

foldiers, from three hundred to three thoufand at a time,

who attack and fet firé to a village, and feize the inha bitants
as they can.  The fmaller parties generally lie in wait
about the villages, and take off all they can furprife;
which is alfo done by individuals, who do not belong to
the king, but are private robbers. TFhefe fell their prey
on the coaft, where it is well known no queftions as to
the means of obtaining it are afked.

As to kidnapping it 1s fo notorious about Goree, that
he ncver heard any perfon deny it there.. Two men
while he was there’ offered a perfon, a meflenger from
Senegal to Rufifco, for fale, to the garrifon, who even
boafted how they had obtained him. Many alfo were
brought to Goree while he was there, procured in the
fame manner. .

"Thefe depredations are alfo praftifed: by the Moors :
he faw many flaves in Africa who told him they were
taken by them ; particularly three, one of whom was a
woman, who cried very much, and feemed to be in great
diftrefs; the two others were more reconciled to their fate.

Captain Wilfon fays, that flaves are either procured
by inteftine wars, or kings breaking up villages, or
crimes real or imputed, or kidnapping.

“Villages are broken up by the king’s troops furround-
ing them in the night, and feizing fuch of the inhabi-
tants as fuit their purpofe.  This pra&tice is moft com-
mon when there is no war with another ftate.

It is univerfally acknowledged that free perfons are fold
for real or imputed crimes, for the benefit of their judges.

Soon after his arrival at Goree, king Damel fent
a freec man to him for fale, and was to have the price
bimfelf. "One of the king’s guards being afked whether
the man was guilty of the crime imputed to him,

anfwered,
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anfwered, that was of no confequencey or ever inguired Mawier.of
into. Captain Wilfon returned the man. ’S”,’;/:’;’f i

Kidnapping was acknowledged by all he converfed s Rive,
with to be generally prevalent. It is the firft principle Sewcgal o
of the natives, the principle of felf-prefervation, never 'Gl;”Rb‘;r
to go unarmed, while a flave veffel is on the coaft, for
fear of being ftolen. When he has met them thus
armed, and inquired of them, through his interpreter,
the reafon of it, they have pointed to a French f{lave-
veflel then lying at Portudal, and faid their fears arofe
from that quarter. As a pofitive inftance, he fays, a
courier of Captain Lacy’s, his predeceflory though a
Moor, a free man, and one who f{poke the French
language fluently, was kidnapped as he was travelling on
the Continent with difpatches on his Britannick Majefty’s
account, and fold to a French veflel, from which he,
Captain Wilfon, after much trouble, atually got him
back. )

When he prefided in a court at Goree, a Maraboo
fwore, with an energy which evinced the truth of his
evidence, that his brother, another Maraboo, had been
kidnapped in the act of drinking, a moment Zizown to be
Jacred by their religion, at the inftigation of a former
governor, who had taken a diflike to him. This was a
matter notorious at Goree.

Mr. Wadftrom knows flaves to be procured between
Senegal and Gambia, either by the general pillage or by
robbery by individuals, or by {tratagem and deceit.

The general pillage is exccuted by the king’s troops
on horfeback, armed, who feize the unprepared. Mr.
‘Woadftrom, during the weck he was at Joal, accompa-
nying one of thofe embaffies which the French governor
fends yearly with prefents to the black kings, o keep up
the flave trade, faw parties fent out for this purpefe, by
king Barbefin, almoft every day. Thefe parties went
out generally in the cvening, and were armed with bows
and arrows, guns, piftols, fabres, and long lances.

The king of Sallum prallifes the pillage alfo. Mr.
Wadftrom faw twenty-feven flaves from Sallum, twenty-
three of whom. were women and children, thus taken.

A2 He
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Mannerof  He was told alfo by merchants at Goree, that king
;I‘:}’ffﬁm Damel pratifes the pillage in like manner.
the River Robbery was a general way of taking fingle {laves. He
semglla ~once faw a woman and a boy in the flave-hold at Goree ;
g;ms’iz" the latter had been taken by ftealth from his parents in
" the interior parts above Cape Rouge, and he declared, that
fuch robberies were very frequent in his country; the
former, at Rufifco, from her hufband and children. He
could ftate feveral inftances of fuch robberies. He very
often faw negroes thus taken brought to Gorce. Ganna
of Dacard was a noted man-flealer, and employed as
fuch by the'flave merchants there.
As inftances of ftratagem employed to obtain {laves,
he relates, that a French merchant taking a fancy to a
negro, who was on a vifit at Dacard, perfuaded the
village, for a certain price, to feize him. He was accord-
xngly taken from his wife, who wifhed to accompany
him, but the Frenchman had not merchandize enough to
buy both.  Mr. Wadftrom faw “this negro at Gorce,
the day he arrived from Dacard, chained, and lymv on
the ground, exceedingly mﬁreﬂ'ed in his mind.
" The king of Sallum alfo prevailed on a woman to
come into his kingdom, and fell him fome millet. On
her arrival, he feized and fold her to a Irench officer,
with whom Mr. Wadftrom faw this woman every day
while at Goree.
" Mr. Wadftrom was on,the ifland of St. Louis, up
the Senegal alfo, and on the continent near the river, and
fays, that all the flaves fold at Senegal, are brought down
the river, except thofe taken by the robbery of the Moors
in the neighbourhood, which is fometimes conducted by
large partics, in what are called petty wars,

Captain Hills faw while lying between Goree and the
continent, the natives, in an evening, often go out in
war dreﬂes, as he found to obtain //aw: for king Damel,
to be fold. The reafon was, that the king was tben
poor, not having received his ufual dues from us.. He
never faw the parties that went out return with ﬂaves,
but has often feen flaves in their huts tied back to back.
He remembers alfo, that fome robbers once brought him

a man
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a man bound on board the Zephir, to fell, but he, Capt. Muer of

Hills, would not buy him, but {uffered him to efcape. gzz‘-'_’:'[';”fmm
The natives on the continent oppofite to Goree all g0y, Rier

armed, he imagines for fear of being taken. Seiegal 1o
When in the River Gambia, wanting fervants on board ’é,mlk,:’"
his fhip, he exprefled a with for fome volunteers. A
black pilot in the boat called two boys who were on fhore,
carrying bafkets of fhallots, and afked Capt. Hills if they
woud doy in which cafe he would take them off; and bring
them to him. This he declined. From the cafe with
which the pilot did it, he concludes this was cuftomary.
The black pilot faid the merchantmen would not refufe
Such an offer.  He apprehends thefe two boys were frce
people, from the pilot’s mode of {peaking, and from his
winking, implying, it was an illicit thing.
A boy, whom he bought from the merchants in the
fame river, had been carried in the night from his father’s
houfe, where a %kirmifh had happened, in which he believes
he faid both his parents, but he well remembers, one were
killed. The boy faid many were killed, and fome taken.

Mr Ellifon fpoke the Mundingo language, in confe-
quence of which he has often converfed with flaves from
the Gambia, to which river he made three voyages, and
they univerfally informed him,_that they had' been folen
and fold. ’

The natives up the-river Scaflus informed Mr. Bow- Mauzr of
man, that they had got two women and a girl, whom ’S"’gg’_’?’ﬁm
they then brought him, in a fmall town which they had /5. Rizer
{urprized in the night ; that others had got off but they Gambia 1o
expected the reft of the party would bring them in, in ;iw ﬁ,’,‘;{d’f
two or three days. . When thefe arrived, they brought . d Cosf,
with them two men whom Mr. Bowman knew, and had
traded with formerly ;5 upon queftioning them, he difco-
vered the women he had bought to be their wives. Both
men and women informed him, that the war-men had
taken them while afleep.

The war-men uled to go out, Mr. Bowman fays, once
or twice in eight or ten days, while he was at Scaffus.

It was their conftant way of getting flaves, he believed,
becaufe
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becaufe they always came to the fatoty before fetting
out, and demanded powder, ball, gun flints, and {mall
fhot ; alforum, tobacco, and a few other articles. When
fupplied, they blew the horn, made the war cry, and fet
off. 'If they met with no flaves, they would bring him
fome ivory and camwood. Sometimes he accompanied
them a mile or fo, and once joined the party, anxious to
know by what means they obtained the flaves. Having
travelled all day, they came to a fmall river, when he
was told they had but a little way farther to go. Hav-
ing crofled the river, they ftopped till dark. Here Mr.
Bowman (it was about the middle of the night) was afraid
to go farther, and prevailed on the king’s fon to leave
him a guard of four men. In half an hour he heard the
war cry, by whigh he underftood they had reached a
town. In about half an hour more they returned, bring-
ing from twenty-five to thirty men, women and child-
ren, fome at the breaft. At this time he faw the town
in flames.  'When they had re-crofled the river, it was
juﬂ: day light, and they reached Scaflus about mid-day.
The prifoners were carried to different parts of the

.town. They are ufually brought in with ftrings around

their necks, and fome have their hands tied acrofs. He
never faw any flaves there who had been convicted of
crimes.

He has been called up in the night to fee fires, and
told by the towns people that it was war carrying on.

‘Whatever rivers he has traded in, fuch as Sierra Leon,
Junk, and little Cape Mount, he has ufually pafled burnt
and deferted villages, and learned from the natives in the
boat with him, that war had been therey, and the natives
had been taken in the manner as before deferibed, and car-
ried to the fhips.

He has alfo feen fuch upon the Coaff : while trading
at Grand Baffau, he went on fhore with four- black
traders to the town a mile off. In the way, there was
a town deferted, (with only two or three houfes ftanding)
which feemed to have been a large one, as there were
two fine plantations of rice ready for cutting down. A
little further on they came to another village in much
the fame ftate. He was told the firlt town had been

taken
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taken by war, ‘there being many fbips then-lying at Baffaw : Manner of

making

the people of the other had moved ‘higher up in the Sleve fraa
country for fear of the white men. In pafling along to s River -
the trader’s town he faw feveral villages deferted ; thefe Gambia ro

the natives faid bad been defiroyed by war, and the people :2; ﬁdnjf

taken out and fold. ward Coaffe

Sir George Young found {laves to be procured by war,
by crimes, real or imputed, by kidnapping, which is
called panyaring, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants
of one village feizing thofe of another weaker village,
and felling them to the fhips. i

He believes, from two inftances, that kidnapping was
frequently pradtifed up Sierra Leon River. One was
that of a beautiful infant boy, which the natives after
trying to fell to all the different trading fhips came along
fide his, (the Pheenix) and threatened to tofs overboard,
if no one would buy it; faying they had panyared it with
many other people, but could not fell it, though they
had fold the others. He purchafed it for fome wine.

The fecond was, a captain of a Liverpool fhip had
got, as a temporary miftrefs, a girl from the king of
Sierra Leon, and inftead of returning her on fhore on
leaving the coaft, as is ufually done, he took her away
with him. Of this the king complained to Sir George
Young very heavily, calling this action panyaring by the
whites. :

The term panyaring, fecmed to be a word generally
ufed all along the coaft where he was, not only among
the Englifh, but the Portuguefe and Dutch,

Capt. Thompfon alfo fays, that at Sierra Leon he has
often heard the word panyaring ; he has_heard alfo that
this word, which is ufed on other parts of the coalt,
means kidnapping, or feizing of men. .

Slaves, fays Mr. Town, are brought from the coun-
try very diftant from the coaft. The king of Barra
informed Mr, Town, that on the arrival of a fhip, he
has gone three hundred miles up the country with his
guards, and driven down captives to the fea-fide. From

Marraba,
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Manmner of Marraba, king of the Mundingoes, he has heard that

z,f,'ifﬁ,m they had marched {laves out of the country fome hundred

the Rier . miles ; that they had gone wood-ranging, to pick up

Gantbia o eyery one they met with, whom they ftripped naked,

;2:;,’::;{ and,” if men, bound; but if women, brought down

ward Caofl. loofe ; this he had from themfelves, and alfo, that they
often went to war with the Bullam nation, on purpefe to
get flaves.  They boafted that they fhould foon have a
fine parcel for the fhallops, and the fuccefs often an-
fwered. Mr. Town has feen the prifoners (the men
bound, the women and children loofe) driven for fale to
the water-fide. He has alfo known the natives go in gangs
marauding and catching all they could. In the Galenas
River he knew four blacks feize a man who had been to
the fea-fide to fell one or more flaves. This man was
returning home with the goods received in exchange for
thefe, and they plundered and ftripped him naked, and
brought him to the trading fhallop, which Mr. Town
commanded, and fold him there.

He believes the natives alfo fometimes become flaves,
in confequence of crimes, as well as, that it is no un-
common thing on the coafk, to impute crimes falfely for the
Jake of [elling the perfons fo accufed.  Several refpectable
perfons at Bance Ifland, ‘and to windward of it, all told
Mr. Town that it was common to bring on * palavers
to make flaves, and he believes it from the information of
the flaves afterwards, when brought down the country
and put on board the fhips.

Off Piccaninni Seftus, farther down on the Windward
Coaft, Mr. Dove obferved an inftance of a girl
being kidnapped and brought on board by one Ben
Johnfon, a black trader, who had fcarcely left the fhip
in his canoe, with the price of her, when another
canoc with two black men came in a hurry to the
thip, and inquired concerning this girl. Having been
allowed to fec her, they hurried down to their canoe,
and haftily paddled off. “Overtaking Ben Johnfon, they
brought him back to the thip, got him on the quarter-

* An African word, which fignifies conferences of the natives on any
publick fubject, or as in this place, accufations and trials,
deck,
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deck, and calling him zeefze (which implies #hief) to the Ma‘[’"ﬂ“v"
making

captain, offered him for fale.—Ben Johnfon remonftrated, ¢/% .
afking the captain, “ if he would buy him whom he . River
knew to be a grand trading man;”* to which the captain Ganbia o
. s . the Fnd of
anfwered, < if they would fell him, he would certainly ;" ;p.
buy him, be he what he would,” which he accordingly cward Coqt.
did, and put him into irons immediately with another
man. He was led to think, from this inftance, that
kidnapping was the mode of obtaining flaves upon this

part of the coaft.

Lieutenant Storey fays, that flaves are generally ob-
tained on the Windward coaft by marauding parties,
from one village to another in the night. He has known
canoes come from a diftance, and carry off numbers in
the night. He has gone into the interior country, be-
tween Baflau and the River Seftus; and all the nations
there go armed, from the fear of marauding parties, whofe
pillages in thefe countries are termed war.

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey was on
the coaft, a marauding party from Grand Seftus came
in canoes, and attacked Grand Cora in the ‘night, and
took off twelve or fourtecen of the inhabitants. The
canoes of Grand Scftus carry twelve or fourteen men,
and with thefe go a marauding among their neighbours.
Mr. Storey has often feen them at fea out of fight of
land in the day, and taking the opportunity of night to
land where they pleafed.

Mr. Falconbridge fuppofes the flave trade, on thefe
parts to be chiefly fupplied by kidnapping. On his fecond
voyage, at Cape Mount and the Windward Coaft, a
man was brought on board, well known to the captain
and his officers, and was purchafed. This man faid he
had been invited one evening to drink with his neigh-
bours. When about to depart, two of them' got up
to feize him; and he would have efcaped, but he was
ftopped by a large dog. He faid this mode of kidnapping
was common in his country.

In the fame voyage, two black traders came in a
canoe, and informed the captain there was trade a little

lower
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Mamer of lower down. The captain went there, and finding no
Zs'.‘,“k’"g trade, faid he would not be made a fool, and therefore
aves from N

“he River detained one of the canoe-men. In about two hours

Gambia 10, afterwards a very fine man was brought on board, and

the End of 319 and the canoe-man was releafed. He was informed

the Wind- ) . .

avard Cacft. DY the black pilot, that this man had been furrounded and
feized on the beach, from whence he had been brought

to the fhip and fold.

Ma"k’f"" of  Lieutenant Simpfon fays, from what he faw, he believes
Srog o ethe flave trade is the occafion of wars among the natives.
Gold Coaft. From the natives of the Windward Coaft he underftood
that the villages were always at war; and the black
traders and others gave as a reafon for it, that the kings
wanted flaves. If a trading canoe, along-fide Mr.
Simpfon’s thip, faw a larger canoe coming from a village
they were at war with, they inftantly fled ; and fometimes
without receiving the value of their goods. On inquiry,
he learned their reafons to be, that if taken they would

have been made {flaves.

Mr. How ftates, that when at Secundee, fome or-
der came from Cape Coaft Caftle. The fame after-
noon feveral parties went out armed, and returned the
fame night with a number of flaves, which were put
into the repofitory of the falory. Next morning he faw
people, who came to fee the captives, and to requeft Mr.
Marfh, the refident, to releafe fome of their children and
relations. Some were releafed, and part fent off to Cape
Coaft Caftle. He had every reafon to believe they had
been obtained unfairly, as they came at an unfeafonable
time of the night, and from their parents and friends
crying and begging their releafe. He was told as
much from Mr. Marfh himfelf, who faid, be did not mind
how they got them, for he purchafed them fairly. He
cannot tell whether this practice fubfifted before; but
when he has gone into the woods he has met thirty or
forty natives, who fled always at his appearance, although
they were armed. Mr. Marfh faid, they were afraid of
his taking them prifoners.

The
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The fame Mr. Marfh made no fcruple alfo of fhewing Mairer of

him the ftores of the factory. They confifted of different aabing e
kinds of chains made of iron, as likewife an inftrument Gold Goafts
made of wood, about five inches long, or an inch in
diameter, or lefs, which he was told by Mr. Marth was

thruft into a man’s mouth horizontally, and tied behind

to prevent him from crying out, when tranfported at night

along the country.

Dr. Trotter fays, that the natives of thefe parts are
fometimes flaves from crimes, but the greater part of the
flaves are, what are called prifoners of war. Of his
whole cargo he fecolle&ts only three criminals ; two fold
for adultery, and one for witchcraft, whofe whole family
fhared his fate. One of the firft faid he had been decoyed
by a woman who had told her hufband, and he was fen-
tenced to pay a flave ; but being poor, was fold himfelf.
Such firatagems are frequent : the fourth mate of Dr.
Trotter’s thip was fo decoyed, and obliged to pay a {lave,
under the threat of ftopping trade. The laft faid he had
had a quarrel with a Cabotheer (or great man) who ir
revenge accufed him of witchcraft, and fold him and his
family for {laves.

Dr. Trotter having often afked Accra, a principal
trader at Le Hou, what he meant by prifoners of war,
found they were fuch as were carried off by a fet of ma-
rauders, who ravage the country for that purpefe. The
buth-men making war to make trade (that is to make
flaves) was a common way of fpeaking among the
traders. The pratice was alfo confirmed by the flaves
on board, who fhewed by geftures how the robbers had
come upon them ;- and during their paflage from Africa
to the Weft Indies, fome of the boy-flaves played a
game, which they called flave-taking, or buth-fighting 5.
thewing the different manceuvres thereof in leaping, fally~
ing, and retreating. Inquiries of this nature put to wo-
men, were anfwered only by violent burfis of forrow.

He once faw a black trader fend his canoe to take
three fithermen employed in the offing, who were im-
mediately brought on board, and put in irons, and about
a week afterwards he was paid for them. He remembers

B2 another
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Maner of another man taken in ‘the fame way from on board 2

g,‘;:’:’f canoe along-fide. The Jame trader very frequently Jfent

oni the Gold ' flaves on board in the night, which, from their own infor-

Coaft. mation, he found, were every one of them taken in the
neighbourhood of Annamaboe. He remarked, that flaves
fent off in the night, were not paid for till they had been
fome time on board, left, he thinks, they fhould be
claimed ; for fome were really reftored, one in particular,
a boy, was carried on thore by fome near relations,
which boy told him, he had lived in the neighbourhuod
of Annamaboe, and was kidnapped.

‘There were many boys and girls on board Dr. Trot-
ter’s thip, who had no’ relations on board. Many of
them told him they had been kidnapped in the neighbour-
hood of Annamaboe, particularly a girl of about cight
years old, who faid fhe had been carried off from her
mother by the man who fold her to the thip.

Mr. Falconbridge was affured by the Rev. Philip
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, on the Gold
Coaft, that the greateft number of flaves were made by
kidnapping.

He has heard that the great men on this part of the
coaft, drefs up and employ women, to entice young men to

be conneted with them, that they may be convicled of
adultery and fold,

Lieutenant Simpfon heard at Cape Coaft Caftle, and
other parts of the Gold Coaft, repeatedly from the black
traders, that the flave trade made wars and palavers.  Mr.
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, informed him,
that wars were made in the interiour parts, for the fole
purpofe of getting floves.

‘T'here are two crimes on the Gold Coaft, which feem
made on purpofe to procure flaves; adultery and the re-
moval of fetiches.*  As to adultery, he was warned a-
gainft conne&ing himfelf with any woman not pointed
out to him, for that the kings kept Jeveral who were fent

* Certain things of various forts, to which the fuperftition of the
country has ordered, for various reafons, an attention to be paid.

out
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out to allure the unwary, and that, if found to be conne&- Maner of
ed with thefe, he would be feized, and made to pay the g’}':’j’f :
price of 2 man flave.  As to fetiches, confifting of pieces an sbe Gold
of wood, old pitchers, kettles, and the like, laid in the Coafk
path-ways, he was warned to avoid difplacing them, for

if he fhould, the natives who were on the watch, would

feize him, and, as before, exact the price of a man flave.

"Thefe baits are laid equally for natives and Europeans ;

but the former are better acquainted with the law, and
confequently more upon their guard.

Mr. Ellifon fays, that while one of the fhips he be- Mamer of

longed to, viz. the Briton, was lying in Benin river, Z_’]“"’"’Z
Capt. Lemma Lemma, a Benin trader, came on board to ,,,:y;;;{::"‘
receive his cuftoms. This man being on the deck, and Benin 1o the
happening to fee 2 canoe with three people in it, croffing Riverdubris
the river, difpatchcd one of his own cances to feize and
take it. Upon overtaking it, they brought it to the thip.
It contained three perfons, an old man and a young man
and woman. The chief mate bought the two latter, but
the former being too old, was refufed. Upon this, Lem-
ma ordered the old man into the canoe, where his head
was chopped off, and he was thrown overboard. Lem-
ma had many war canoes, fome of which had fix or eight
{wivels; he {eemed to be feared by the reft of the na-
tives. Mr. Ellifon did not fee a canoe out on the river
while Lemma was there, except this, and if they had
known he had been out, they would not have come. He
difcovered by figns, that the old man killed was the fa_
ther of the two other negroes, and that they were brought
there by force. T'hey were not the fubjeéts of Lemma.

At Bonny, fays Mr. Falconbridge, the greateft num-
ber of flaves come from inland. Large canoes, fome
having a three or four pounder lathed on their bows, go
to the up country, and in eight or ten days return with
great numbers of flaves: he heard once, to the amount
of twelve hundred at one time The people in thefe
canoes have generally cutlaffes, and a quantity of muf-
kets, but he cannot tell for what ufe,

Mr.
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Mr. Falconbridge does not believe that many of thefe
{laves are prifoners of war, as we under/land the word war.
In Africa, a piratical expedition for making flaves, is term-

ﬁ;{""" to the ed war. A confiderable trader at Bonny explained to
verAmbris him the meaning of this word, and faid, that they went

in the night, fet fire to towns, and caught the people as
they fled from the flames. The fame trader faid, that
this practice was very common.

Mr. Falconbridge fays alfo, that in his third voyage,
which was to Bonny, a woman was brought on board
big with child. As the attracted his notice, he afked her,
by means of the interpreter, how fhe came to be fold.
Her reply was, that returning home from a vifit, the was
feized, and after being pafled through various hands, was
brought down to the water-fide, and fold to a trader, who
afterwards fold her to the fhip.

In the fame voyage an elderly man brought on board
faid (through the interpreter) that he and his fon were
feized as they were planting yams, by profefled kidnap-
pers, by which he means perfons who mate kidnapping
zheir conflant praciice.

On his laft voyage, which was alfo to Bonny, a canoe
came along-fide his veflel, belonging to a noted trader in
flaves, from which a fine ftout fellow was handed on
board, and fold. MTr. Falconbridge feeing the man ama-
zed and confounded when he difcovered himfelf to be
a flave, inquired of him, by means of an interpreter,
why he was fold. He replied, that he had had occafion to
come to Bonny to this trader’s houfe, who afked if he
had ever feen a fhip. Replying no, the trader faid, he
would treat him with the fight of one. The man confent-
ing, faid he was thereupon brought on board, and thus
treacheroufly fold. All the flaves Mr. Falconbridge
ever talked to by means of interpreters, faid they had
been ftolen.

Mr. Douglas, when athore at Bonny Point, faw a
young woman come out of the wood to the water-fide
to bathe. Soon afterwards two men came from the wood,
feized, bound, and beat her for making refiftance, and
Jbringing her to himy Mr. Douglas, defired him to put her

on
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on board, which he did; the captain’s orders were, when Manner of

any body brought down flaves, inftantly to put them off ,.'vl;;g’f s

to the fhip. the River
When a fhip arrives at Bonny, the king fends his war Beuin 1o the

canoes up the rivers, where they furprife all they can lay &iverdmbris
hold of. They had a young man on board, who was

thus captured, with his father, mother, and three fifters.

The young man afterwards in Jamaica having learnt

Englith, told Mr. Douglas the ftory, and faid it was a

common practice. Thefe war canoes are always armed.

The king’s canocs came with flaves openly in the day

others in the evening, with one or two {laves bound, ly-

ing in the boats bottom, covered with matts.

Mr. Morley ftates, that in Old Calabar perfons are
fold as flaves for adultery and theft. On pretence of
adultery, he remembers a woman fold.

He has been told alfo by the natives at Calabar, that
they took flaves iz what they call war, which he found
was putting the villages in confufion, and catching them as
they could. A man on board the fhip he was in, thewed
how he was taken at night by furprife, and faid his wife
and children were taken with him, but they were not in
the fame thip. Mr. Morley had reafon to thirk, from
the man’s words, that they took nearly the whole village,
that is, all thofe that could not get away.

Captain Hall fays, when a fhip arrives at Old Cala-
bar, or the River Del-Rey, the traders always go up in-
to the country for flaves. They go in their war canoes,
and take with them fome goods, which they get previ-
oufly from the fhips.

He has feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each
with from forty to fixty paddlers, and twenty to thirty
traders and other people with mufkets, fuppofe one to
‘each man, with a three or four pounder lathed on the bow
of the canoe. They are generally abfent from ten days to
three weeks, when they return with a number of flaves
pinioned, or chairted together.

Captain Hall has often afked the mode of procuring
flaves inland, and has been told by the traders, that they

have
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ﬁ'fafzimraf have been got in war, and fold by the perfons taking
” 1

Slawf_-frum thcm.

the River

Benin to e Mr. J. Parker fays, he left the fhip to which he be-

Riverdnbriz |onged at Old Calabar, where being kindly received by
the king’s fon, he ftaid with him on the continent for
five months. During this time he was prevailed upon
by the king’s fon, to accompany him to war.* Accor-
dingly, having fitted out and armed. the canoes, they
went up the river Calabar. In the day time they lay
under the buthes when they approached a village, but at
night flew up to it, and took hold of every one they
could fee ; thefe they handcuffed, brought down to the
canoes, and fo proceeded up the river till they got to the
amount of forty-five, with whom they returned to New-
town, where fending to the captains of the fhipping, they
divided them among the fhips.

About a fortnight after this expedition, they went a-
gain, and were out eight or nine days, plundering other
villages higher up the river. They feized on much the
fame number as before, brought them to New-town, gave
the fame notice, and difpofed of them as before among
the fhips.

They took man, woman and child, as they could catch
them in the houfes, and except fucking children, who
went with their mothers, there was no care taken to pre-
vent the feparation of the children from the parents when
fold. When fold to the Englifh merchants they lament-
ed, and cried that they were taken away by force.

The king at Old Calubar was certainly not at war with
the people up this river, nor had they made any attack
upon him. It happened that flaves were very flack in the
back country at that time, and were wanted when he
went on thefe expeditions.

# The reader is carneftly requefted to take notice, that the word awar,
as adopted into the African language, means in general vobbery, or a ma=
rauding e:?:ditiou, Sfor_the purpoje of getting flaves.. Two noted black tra-
ders are found themfelves to have explained the term to two of the Evi-
dences (Trotter, p. 11. Falconbiidge, p. 14.) and it appears decidedly
by the accounts of Wadttrom, Town, Bowman, Storey, Morley, and
g, Parker, that the catching of men is denominated by the Africans to

C suars
Mr.
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Mr. Falconbridge thinks crimes are falfely imputed,
Jor the fake of [elling the accufed.  On the fecond voy-
age at the river Ambris, among the flaves brought on
board was one who had the craw craw, a kind of itch.
He was-told by one of the (ailors, that this man was fith-
ing in the river, whena king’s officer, called Mambooka,
wanted brandy and other goods in the boat, but having no
Slave to buy them withy accufed this man of extortion in the
fale of bis fifb, and after fome kind of trial on the beach,
condemned him to be fold. He was told this by the
boat’s crew who were athore when it happened, who told
it as of their own knowledge.

Befides the accounts juft given, from what the above
witnefles faw and heard on the coaft of Africa, as to the
different methods of making flaves, there are others con-
tained in the evidence, which were learnt from'the mouths
of the flaves themfelves, after their arrival in the Weft-
Indies.

Some of thefe have informed feveral of the witnefles
on this occafion, that they were taken in war, (Hall and
Woolrich) others, that they were taken by furprife in
their towns, or while at work in their fields, (Hall) or as
they were ftragaling from their huts, or cultivating their
lands, (Dalrymple) or tending their corn : (Woolrich)
others, that they were taken by armed canoes up the
rivers, (Douglas) others, by ftratagem, (Cook) or kid-
napped, (Rev. Mr. Davies, Dean of Middleham, Mr.
Fitzmaurice) which kidnapping prevailed in the inland
parts at a great diftance from the fhore, (Dr. Harrifon)
and was with fome a profefled occupation, and a com«
mon practice (Falconbridge and Clappefon.)

C CHAP,

Manner of
making
Slaves from
the River
Benin to the
Riverdmbris
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CHAP IL

Europeans, by means of the Trade in Slaves, the occafion of
thefe Enormities.—Sometimes ufe additional Means to
- excite the Natives to praclife them.—Often attempt
themfelves to fleal the Natives, and fucceed.—Force
Trade as they pleafe, and are guilty of Injuflice in their

Dealings.
E,,ﬁ,,,,,, HE Moors (fays Mr. Keirnan) have always a
5{ Tm;;wf ftrong inducement to go to war with the negroes,.
Pl o 1 " moft of the European goods they obtain, being got in exchange

Oceafin of for flaves.  Hence defolation and wafte.

thefe Enor- r. Town obferves, that the intercourfe of the Africans

g with the Europeans, has improved them in roguery, to
plunder and fteal, and pick up one another to fell.

Dr. Trotter afking a black trader, what they made of
their flaves when the French and Englith were at war,
was anfwered, that when fhips ceafed to come, flaves ceafed
to be taken.

Mr. Ifadc Parker fays, that the king of Old Calabar
was certainly not at war with the people up that river,
nor had they made any attack on him. It happened that
flaves were wery flack in the back country at this time,
and were wanted when he went on the expeditions, de-
fcribed in a former page (p. 16)

Sometimes  Mr. Wadftrom fays, that king Barbefin, while he,
%;t:l‘ff”:":fl Mr. Wadftrom, was at Joal, was znwilling to pillage his
vite the Na- Tubjecls, but he was excited to it by means of a conftant
#1ues 1o prac- intoxication, kept up by the French and Mulattoes of the

#ife theme  embafly, who generally agreed every morning on taking
this
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this method to effe their purpofe. When fober, he Somerimes
always exprefled a relu&ance to harrafs his people.  Mr. 'j'»fmdd"'im'"
Wadftrom alfo heard the king hold the fame language on %/ £<1
different days, and yet he afterwards ordered the pillage sives 1o prac-
to be executed. Mr. Wadftrom has no doubt, but that ¢ them.
he alfo pillages in other parts of his dominions,, fince it is
the clégYom of the mulatto merchants (as both they and
the French officers declare) when they want flaves, to
go to the kings, and excite them to pillages, which are
ufually praétifed on all that part of the coaft.
The French Senegal company alfo, in order to obtain
their compliment of flaves, had recourfe to their ufual
method on fimilar occafions, namely, of bribing the Moors,
and fupplying them with arms and ammunition, to feize
king Dalmammy’s fubje®s. By January 12th, 1788,
when Mr. Wadftrom arrived at Senegal, fifty had been
taken, whom the king defired to ranfom, but they had
been all difpatched to (%ayenne. Some were brought in
every day afterwards, and put in the company’s flave-
hold, in a miferable ftate, the greater part being badly
wounded by fabres and mufket balls. The direftor of
the company conduéted Mr. Wadftrom there, with Dr.
Spaarman, whom he confulted as a medical man in their
behalf. Mr. Wadftrom particularly remembers one
lying in his blood, which flowed from a wound made by
a ball in his fhoulder.

Mr. Dalrymple underftood it common for European
traders to advance goods to Chiefs, to induce them to {j}izt
their fubje&s or neighbours. Not one of the Mu-
latto traders at-Goree ever thought of denying it.

Mr. Bowman having fettled at the head of Scaflus
river, informed the king, and others, that he was come to-
refide as a trader, and that his arders were, to fupply them
with powder and ball, and to encourage them to go to war.
They anfwered, they would go to war in two or three
days. By this time they came to the factory, faid they
were going to war, and wanted powder, ball, rum and
tobacco. When thefe were given them, they went off

2 to
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Sometimest0 the number of from twenty-five to thirty, and in fix or

ufe additional faye days, a part of them returned with three flaves.
cans 10 cxX= N

cite the Na-

tives toprac-  In 1760, (fays Lieut. Storey) Captain Paterfon, of a
tife them, Liverpool fhip, lying off Briftol town, et two willages at
wariance, and bought prifoners, near a dozen, from both

fides.

Mr. Morley owns, with fhame, that he has made the
natives drunfky in order to buy a good man or woman
flave, to whom he found them attached. He has feen
this done by others. Captain Hildebrand, commanding
afloop of Mr. Brue’s, bought one of the wives of a man,
whom he had previoufly made drunk, and who withed to
redeem her, when fober next day, as did the perfon he
(Mr. Morley) bought the man of, but neither of them
was given up. He fuppofes they would have givena
third more than the price paid, to have redeemed them.

Sir George Young fays, that when at Annamatoe, at
Mr. Brue’s, (a very great merchant there) Mr. Brue
had two hoftages, kings fons, for payment for arms, and
all kinds of military ftores, which he had fupplicd to the
two kirgs, who were at war with each other, to procure
Slaves for at leaft fix or feven fhips, then lying in the road.
The prifoners on both fides were brought down to Mr.
Brue, and fent to the fhips. /

Mr. J. Parker has known prefents made by the Cap-
tains, to the black traders, to induce them to bring flaves.
Captain Colley in particular gave them’ fome pieces of

cannon, which he himfelf faw landed.
Frequently On the fubject of Europeans attempting to carry off
"’1'_5"'!@,“/_-‘["_"' the natives, General Rooke fays, that it was propofed to
{,}"fﬁcﬂ\aw him by three captains of Englifh flave fhips, lying under
zives, and  the fort of Goree, to kidnap a hundred, or a hundred and
Jometimesfifty, men, women and children, king Damel’s fubjeéts,
Jueeed: ko had come to Goree in confequence of the friendly
intercourfe between him and- Damel. He refufed, and
was much fhocked by the propofition. They faid fuch
things



( 2r)

things had been done by a former Governor, but the chief Freguent

Maraboo at Rufifk did not recolle&® any fuch event. attempt thent~
Jelvesto carry,
off the Na-
Mr. Wadftrom was informed at Goree, by Captain sives, and

Wignie, from Rochelle, who was juft arrived from theﬁ’;’c‘c’z;‘”
river Gambia, thata little before his departure from that ’
river, three Englith veflels were cut off by the natives,
owing to the captain of one of them, who had his cargo,
being tempted by a fair wind, to fail away with feveral

of the free negroes, then drinking with the crew. Soon
afterwards the wind changed, and he was driven back,
feized, and killed, with all his crew, and thofe of the two
other veflels. Mr. Wadftrom has, by accident, met

with the infurer of two of thefe veflels in' London, who *
confirmed the above fads,

Captain Hills fays, a man at Gambia, who called him-
Hfelf a prince’s brother, had been carried off to the Weft
Indies, by an Englith thip, but making his cafe known
to the governor, was fent by him to Eurape. Captain
Hills was advifed not to go on thore at Gambia, by the
merchants there, for fear of being taken by the natives,
who owed the Englith a grudge for fome injuries re-
ceived.

Mr. John Bowman fays, that when a mate under
Captain  Strangewzys, the fhip then lying in the river
8. Leon, at White Man’s Bay, ready to fail, he was fent
on fhore to invite two traders on board. They came
and were thewn into the cabin.  Mean time peaple were
employed in fetting the fajls, it being almoft night, and
the land breeze making down the river. When they
had weighed anchor, and got out to fea, Mr. Bowman
was called down by the captain, who, pointing to the
fail-cafe, defired him to look into it and fee what a fine

* The editor faw, in the month of April, 1791, in St. Thomas's hof®
pital, a young lad, the only one of the three crews that was fuffered to ef.
cape upon this occafion. After having been for months in confine~
’x}r:_ent up the country, he was hrought off by accident, by an Englith

ip. |

prize
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Frequenty  prize he had got. To his furprize, he faw lying faft
astempt thein- afleep, the two men who had come on board with him,
Jeestacarry b captain having made them drunk, and concealed
off the Na- ]

jives,and  them there. When they awoke they were fent upon
Jometimes deck, ironed, and put forward among the other flaves.

Jueeed- O arriving at Antigua they were fold,

The Rev. Mr. Newton has known fhips and boats cut
off at Sherbro, ufually in retaliation.

Once when he was on fhore, the traders fuddenly
put him into his long-boat, telling him that a fhip juft
pafled had carried off two people. Had it been known
in the town, he would have been detained. He has
known many other fuch inftances, but after thirty-fix
years, he cannot fpecify them. It was a general opinion,
.founded on repeated and indifputable faéls, that depre-
dations of this fort were frequently committed by the Exu-
ropeans.

Mr. Newton has fometimes found all trade ftopped,
and the depredations of European traders have been
afligned by the natives as the caufe, and he has more than
once or twice made up breaches of this kind between the
thips and the natives. :

He believes feveral captains of flave fhips were honeft
humane men; but he has good reafon to think, they
were not all fo, The taking off flaves by force has
been thought moft frequent in the laft voyages of cap-
tains. He has often heard mafters and officers exprefs
this opinion. Depredations and reprifals made to get
them were fo_frequent that the Europeans and Africans were
in a fpirit of mutual difiruft: he does not mean that
there were no depredations except in their laft voy-
ages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol thips ma-
terially injured from the conduct of fome fhips, from the
fame ports, that had left the coaft. It is a fact that fome
captains have committed depredations in their laft voy-
ages who have not been known to have done it be-
fore.

Mr. Towne was once prefent with part of the crew of
his fhip the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the
' whites
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whites for feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to Frequentty _
receive thofe they could catch. To prevent all alarm, “‘I”"'PU’"”‘"
they bound the mouths of the captives, with oakum and{;f,j:"lﬁ,"ﬁy
handkerchiefs,. One woman fhrieked and the natives sives, ard -
turned out in defence. He had then five of them tied in/ometimes
the boat, and the other boats were in readinefs to take Heiasss

in what more they could get. " All his party were armed,

and the men of the town purfued them with firft a fcat-

tering, and at length a general fire, and feveral of the

men belonging to the boats, he has reafon to believe,

were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard of

them afterwards. He was wounded himfelf. The

flaves he had taken were {old at Charleftown, South Caro-

lina. The natives had not previoufly committed any
hoftilities againft any of the thips, whofe boats were
concerned in this tranfa&tion. They owed goods to the

captain, for which he relolved to obtain flaves at any

rate; He has had feveral fhip-mates, who have themfelves

told him, they have been concerned in fimilar tranfac-

tions, and have made a boaft of it, and who have been
wounded alfo.

Mr. Falconbridge was i'nf\'ormed by Captain Gould
of the Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little
Cape Mount.

Mr. Storey believes the natives of the Windward
Coalft are often fraudulently carried off by the Europeans.
He has been told by them, that they had loft their friends-
at different times, and fuppofed them taken by European
fhips going along the coaft. He has himfelf taken up
canoes at fea, which were challenged by the natives,
who fuppofed the men in them had been taken off the
day before by a Dutchman.

When once at an anchor, in his boat, between the
river Seftus and Settra Crue, he prevented the crew of
a long-boat, belonging to a Dutchman then lying off
thore, from being cut off by the natives, who gave as
a reafon for their intentions, that a fhip of that country
fclmme days before had taken off four wen belonging to the
place.

Afterwards
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F”‘I"’"’blyr Afterwards,, in 1768, being in a boat, with two other
aUNpHEOI- \hite perfons, the matives attacked .them. Both the

'f;f;l:'?lf(‘:-'y:former were killed, and he himflf, covered with blood

sives, and - and wounds, was only fuffered to efcape, by confenting

JoriSeihgs ive up'b d car: d to goto Gaboon. Th

Juccnd, 10 give up boat and cargo, an g ¢
The reafon the natives gave for this procedure was, that
a fhip from Liverpool (one Captain Lambert) had,
fome time before, taken a canoe full of their townfmen,
and carried her away. He heard the fame thing con-
firmed afterwards at ‘Gaboon.

Mr. Douglas ftates, that near Cape Coaft the natives
make {moke as a fignal for trade. On board his fhip
(the Warwick Caftle) they faw the fmoke and ftood in
dhore, which brought off many canoes. Pipes, tobacco,
and brandy, were got on deck, o entice the people in
#¢hem on board. ‘The gratings were unlaid, the flave-
xroom .cleared, and every preparation made to feize them
two only could be prevailed on to come up the thip’s fide,
‘who ftood in the main chains, but on the fcamen ap-
proaching them they jumped off, and the canoes all made
for thore.

The Gregfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed Mr.
Douglas, that in running down the coait, they had kid-
napped thirty-two of the natives. He faw {flaves on
board that fhip when fhe came in, and it is not cuffomary
ifor thips bound to Bonny, to ftop and trade by the way.

Mr. How fays, that abreaft of Cape La Hou, feveral
canoes came alongfide of his Majefty’s fhip Grampus,
and on coming on board informed the captain, that an
Englifh Guinea-trader a fortnight before had taken off
fix canoes with men, who had gone off to them with pro-
vifions for trade. On coming to Appolonia he was alfo
told by Mr. Buchanan, the refident there, that a Guinea-
man, belonging to one Griffith, an Englithman, and a
notorious trader and kidnapper, between Cape La Hou
and ‘Appolonia, was then in that latitude.

Captain Hall was told by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, that

in 1771, a Captain Fox had taken off fome people from
the Windward Coaft.
He



{ 25)

He fays alfo, that' the boat’s’ crew of the Venus, Frequently. .

Captain Smith, which had been fent to Fernandipo forj".(’l’z;’in"l: g
yams from Calabar, enticed a canoe to come alongfide of rpe N,,_'y
that had about ten men in her. As foon as fhe got near, fves, and
the boat’s crew fired into her, on which they ju‘mpedﬁ':;’::z"
overboard: fome were wounded, and one was taken
out of the water, and died in lefs than an hour in the
boat: two others were taken up unhurt, and carried to
Old Calabar to the ‘thip. = Captain Smith was angry at
the officer for this procedure, and fent back the two men
to the bay, from whence they had been taken. Imme-
diately after the boat had committed this depredation,
Captain Hall happened to go into the fame bay in his
own thip’s long-boat, and fending on fhore'two men to
fill water, they were furrounded by the natives, who drove’
three fpears into one of the men, and wounhded the other
with a large ftick, in confequence of taking away the
two men juft mentioned. It was faid that the crew had
difputed with' the natives on fhore when trading” with’
them for yams, but the former had not done any of the’
boat’s crew any injury.

Mr. Ellifon knew two flaves taken from the ifland of
Fernandipo by the Dobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and car-
ried to Old Calabar, where the fhip lay. He went to the
fame ifland for yams, a few days after the tranfaction,
and fired, as the ufual fignal, for the natives to bring
them. Seeing fome of them peep through the buthes,
he wondered why they would not come to the boat. He
accordingly fwam on fhore, whén fome of the iflanders
came round him: an old man fhewed, by figns, that
thip’s boat had ftolen a man and woman. He was then
foon furrounded by numbers, who prefented darts to him,
fignifying they would kill him, if the man and woman
were not brought back. Upon this, the people in-the
boat fired fome fhot, when they all ran into the woods.
Mr. Ellifon went to Calabar, and told Captain Briggs he’
could get no yams, in confequence of ‘the two people
being ftolen ; upon which Captain Briggs told the captain
of ‘the Dobfon, there would “be no'more trade .if he did
not deliver up the people, which-he at length didi As

D foon
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foon as the natives faw their countrymen, they loaded
™ the boat with yams, goats, fowls, honey, and palm-wine:

of te Na- and they would take nothing for them. They had the

tivesy and
fometimes

fucceed,

man and woman delivered to them, whom they carried
away in their arms. The Dobfon did not ftay above
eight, ten, or twelve days. This was the /aff 2rip her
boat was to make, when they carried off the two flaves.

Mr. Morley fays, that when off Taboo, two men
came in a canoe, along-fide his veflel. One of them
came up, and fat on the netting, but would not come
into the fhip. The captain at length, inticing him, in-
toxicated him fo with brandy and laudanum, that he fell
in upon deck. The captain then ordered him to be put
into the men’s room, with a centry over him. The
other man in the canoe, after calling in vain for his
companion, paddled off faft towards the fhore. The
captain fired feveral mufket balls after him, which did not
hit him. About three or four leagues farther down, two
men came on board from another canoe. While they
were on board, a drum was kept beating near the man
who had been feized, to prevent his hearing them, or
they him.

He fays again, in fpeaking of another part of the
coaft, that Captain Briggs’s chief mate, in Old Calabar
River, lying in ambuth to ftop the natives coming down
jthe creek, purfued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping on
thore, fhot the mate through the head.

He fays alfo, of another part of the coaft, that a Mr.
‘Walker, mafter of a floop, was on board the Jolly Prince,
Captain Lambert, when the king of Nazareth flabbed the
captain at his own table, and took the veflel, putting all
the whites to death, except the cook, a boy, and, he
believes, one man. Captain Walker, being afked why
the king of Nazareth took this ftep, faid, it was on
account of the people, whom Matthews had carried off
from Gaboon and Cape Lopez the voyage before. Walker
efcaped, by knowing the language of the country.

Mr. Morley failed afterwards with the fame Captain
Matthews to’ Gaboon River, where the Chiefs fons
came on board him to demand what he had done with

their
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their. fons, and the bobys he had carried off, (the fame as Frequenth

‘Walker alluded to) and told him, that if he dared toﬁ;;:';’::‘;i?"

come on fhore, they would have his head. off the Na
As a farther corroboration, that fuch pracices as the fves, aud

above take place, it appears in evidence, that the natives f::::‘m‘;u '

of the ceaft and iflands are found conftantly hovering in

their. canoes, at a diftance, about fuch veflels as are

paffing by, thy of coming on board, for fear of being

taken off, [Hall, Falconbridge, Claxton, Bowman, &c.]

But if they can difcover that fuch veflels are not in the

flave trade, but are men of war, they come on board

readily, [Sir George Young] or without any hefitation,

which they would 7ot otherwife have done, [Mr. Howe]

and in numbers, [Lieutenant Simpfon] and traverfe the

thips with as much confidence as if they had been on fbore,

[Captain Wilfon. ] :

Mr. Ellifon fays, when he was lying at Yanamaroo, Europcans
in the Gambia, flaves were brought down. The traders IZ;;’,Z;‘Z’ @
raifed the price. The captains would not give it, but proper on £
thought to compel them by firing upon the town. They Coaf, and
fired red hot thot from the fhip, and fet feveral houfes on “;:ﬁ',’;j’,’/,z;
fire.  All the fhips, feven or eight, fired. S

Mr. Falconbridge heard Captain Vicars, of a Briftol dea’ings wih
thip, fay at Bonny, when his traders were flack, he fired :Z: GG
a gun into or over the town, to frethen their way.

Captain Vicars told this to him and other people there

at the time, but he has feen no inftance of it himfelf.

Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, the Guinea captains lying in
Old Calabar River, fixed on a certain price, and agreed
to lie under a /.50 bond, if any one of them fhould
give more for flaves than another; in confequence of
which,_the natives did not readily bring flaves on board
to fell at thofe prices ; upon which, the captains ufed to
row guard at night, to take the canoes as they pafled the
thips, and fo ftopping the flaves from getting to their
towns, prevent the traders from getting them. Thefe
they took on board the different thips, and kept them
till the traders agreed to flavesat the old prices. :

D2 Licutenant
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Eurspeans . Lieutenant Storey fays, that Captain Jeremiah Smith,
'-ﬁ;‘,z',-‘fff“‘.'in the London, in 1766, having a difpute with the natives
proper om the of New Town Old Calabar, concernin the ftated price
Coafly and . _which he was to’ give for flaves, for feveral days ftopped
“’ﬁﬁ';;lfl’,}l';f“ every canoe coming down the Creek from New Town,
£ h S0 and alfo fired feveral guns indifcriminately over the woods

dml;'cg{witb into.the town, .2/l he brought them to his own terms.’
the Natives
there.

Captain Hall fays, in Old Calabar River there are two
towns, Old Town and New Town. A rivalfhip in trade
produced a jealoufy between the towns ; fo that through
fear of each other, for a confiderable time, no canse
would leave their towns to go up the »iver for flaves. This
happened in'1767. In this year feven fhips, of which
five were the following—Duke of York, Bevan,—Edgar,
Tace,—Indian Queen, Lewis,—Nancy, Maxwell,—and
Canterbury, Sparkes,—lay off the point which feparates
the towns. Six of the captains invited the people of
both towns on board on a certain day, as if to reconcile
them: at the fame time they agreed with the people of
New Town to cut off all the Old Town people who
fhould remain on board the next morning. The Old
Town people perfuaded of the fincerity of the captains
propofal, went on board in great numbers. Nextmorning,
at cight o’clock, one of the fhips fired a gun, as a
fignal to commence hoftilities. Some of the traders
were fecured on board, fome were killed in refifting, and
fome got overboard, and were fired upon. When the
firing began, the New Town people, who were in ambufth
behind the-Point, came forward, and picked up the peo-
ple of Old Town, who were {wimming, and had efcaped
the firing.  After the firing was over, the captains of
five of the fhips delivered their prifoners { perfons of con-
fequence’ to the New Town canoes, two of whom were
beheaded alongfide'the fhips. The inferior prifoners were
carried to the:Weft Indies, One of the captains, who
had fecured three of the king’s brothers, delivered one of
them to the chief man of New Town, who was one of
the two beheaded alongfide ; the other brothers he kept
on board, promifing, whenthe fhip was flaved, to.deliver
them to the chief man of New Town. His Ihipfwas

oon
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foonflaved onaccount of his promife, and the number of Exropeans
prifoners made that day; but he refufed to_deliver thg{,:;"zi‘,‘i“f‘
king’s two brothers, according to his promife, and car= proper on b
ried them. to the Weft Indies, and fold them. It hap- Coafl and
pened in procefs of time, that they efcaped to Virginia, “':a%',','_l;fj%‘
and from thence, after three years, to Briftol, where the iy sbeir
captain who . brought them, fearing he had done wrong, dafings with
meditated carrying, or fending them back, but Mr. Jones ‘;Zr‘?."f'”“
of Briftol, who had fhips trading to Old Calabar, and
hearing who they were, had them taken from the fhip;
(where they were in irons) by Habeas Corpus. Aftet
inquiry how they were brought from Africa, they were
liberated, and put in one of Mr. Jones’s fhips for Old
Calabar, where Captain Hall was, when they arrived in
the thip Cato, Langdon.

So fatisfied were the people of Old Town, in 1767,
of the fincerity of the captains who invited them, and of
the New Town people, towards a reconciliation, that the
night before the maffacre, the chief man of Old Town
gave to the chief man of New Town, one of his favour-
ite women as a wife. It was faid that from three to_four
hundred perfons were killed that day, in the thips, in the
water, or carried off the coalt. :

The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by killing
two of the crew, who attempted to feize him. He then
got into a one-man canoe, and paddled to the thore. A
fix pounder from one of the fhips ftruck the canoe to
pieces; he then fwam on fhore to the woods near the
thips, and reached his own town, though clofely. purfued.
It was faid he received eleven wounds from mufket thot.

Captain Hall, in his firft voyage on board the Nep--
tune, had this account from the boatfwain, Thomas
Rutter, who, in 1767, had been boatfwain to the Can-
terbury, Captain-Sparkes, of London, and concerned in
the faid: maffacre. Rutter told him the ftory exallly as/
related, and never varied in it. He had it alfo from the
kings two brothers, who agreed exadtly with Rutter.

Captain Hall alfo faw at Calabar, in the pofleflion of
the king’s.two brothers, their depofitions taken at Brif-
tol, and of Mr Floyd, who was mate of one of the fhips
when the tranfaion happened, but he took no copy.M

I
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Furopeans® " Mr. Millar fays, that a quarrel happened between:the
'{;:' ",Z:i‘f“ people of Old and New Town, which prevented the fhips
P,;,,,,. telying in Calabar river from being flaved. He believes
Coaftyand - in June 1767, Captain S. Sparkes, (captain of his fhip;
""%‘f'l.‘/‘itthe Canterbury) came one evening to him, and told him
Bl that the two towns, fo quarrelling, would meet on board
dealingswitk the different fhips, and ordered him to hand up fome
;Z:rj atives {words.

’ The next day feveral canoes, as Sparkes had before ad-
yertifed him, came from both of the towns, on board the
Canterbury, Mr. Millar’s own thip, and one of the per-
fons fo coming on board, brought a letter, which he gave
Sparkes, immediately on the receipt of which, he, Sparkes,
took a hanger, and attacked one of the Old Town peo-
ple then on board, cutting him immediately on the arms,
head, and body. The man fled, ran down the fteps lead-
ing to the cabin, and Sparkes {ftill following him with the
hanger, darted into the boys room. Mr. Millar is fure
this circumftance can never be effaced from his memory.
From this room he was however brought up by means
of a rope, when Sparkes renewed his attack as before, on
him, who, making for the entering port, leaped over-
board.

This being concluded, Sparkes left his own fhip to go
on board fome of the other fhips, then lying in the river.
Soon after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Millar’s
thip, came and informed him, Mr. Millar, that he had
difcovered 2 man concealed behind the medicine cheft.
Mr. Millar went and found the man. He was the per-
fon before-mentioned to have brought a letter on board.
On being difcovered by Mr. Millar, he begged for mer-
cy, intreating that he might not be delivered up to the
people of New Town. He was brought on the quar-
ter-deck, where were fome of the New Town people,
who would have killed him, had they not been prevent-
ed. The man was then ironed, and conducted into the
room of the men flaves.

Soon after this tranfaction, the captain returned, and
brought with him a New Town trader, named Willy
Honefty. On coming on board, he was informed of
‘what had happened in his abfence, and Mr. Millar be-

lieves,
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lieves, in the hearing of Willy Honefty, who imme- E¥"°/”f"‘;':
diately exclaimed, ¢ Captain, if you will give me that lZ;‘r;’i:k &
¢ man, to cut off his head, I will give you the beft man proper on sbe
<« in my canoe, ahd you /ball be flaved the firft fhip.”” G .‘Z'df
The captain upon this looked into Willy Honefty’s ca- ;.if:’;iy-,’f e
noe, picked his man, and delivered the other in his ftead, in sbeir ~
when his head was immediately ftruck off in Mr. Mil- ‘j;"l’x;”tf”"}’
lar’s fight. e, e
Mr. Millar believes, that fome other cruelties, befides
this particular a&t, were done, becaufe he faw blood on
the ftarboard fide of the mizen-maft, though he does not
recollet feeing any bodies from whence the blood might
come; and others in other fhips, becaufe he heard feve-
ral mufkets or piftols fired from them at the fame time.
This affair might laft ten minutes. He remembers a
four-pounder fired at a canoe, but knows not if any da-
mage was done.
As to other adls of injuftice on the part of the Eu-
ropeans, fome confider frauds, (fays Mr. Newton) as a
neceffary branch of the flave trade. They put falfe heads
into powder cafks; cut off two or three yards from the
middle of a piece of cloth ; adulterate their fpirits, and
fteal back articles given. Befides thefe, there are others
who pay in bottles, which contain but half the contents
of the famples fhewn (Wadftrom), ufe falfe fteelyards
and weights, (Bowman) and fell fuch guns as burft on
firing, fo that many of the natives of the Windward
Coaft, are without their fingers and thumbs on this ac-
count, (Lieut. Storey) and it has become a faying,
« That thefe guns kill more out of the butt than the
“ muzzle,” (¥Falconbridge).

Mr. Dalrymple, while at Goree, remembers a fhip
attempting to fail out of the bay with a number of flaves,
without paying for them, but fhe was ftopped by the guns
of the fort, :

CHAP.
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C H A P 1II.

The,enflaved Africans come dejested on board—Caufe of this
Dejection—Methods of confining, airing, feeding, and
exercifing them—Mode of flowing them, with its bad
Confequences—This Mode and its Confequences confirmed
by another Species of Proof—Incidents on the Paffage—
Manner of felling them when arrived at their deftined
Ports—Deplorable Situation of the Refufe or Sickly Slaves
~—Separation of Relations and Friends—Mortality on the.
Paffage, and frequently after. Sale— Caufes of this Mor~

- tality—Opinions of feveral of the Evidences on the Trade.

Enflaved \HE Natives of Africa having been made flaves
ﬁ::,‘:’.’;'ﬂ‘d . in the manner defcribed in the former chapters,

on board— are brought down for fale to the European fhips.

Caufe of this ’

Dyedtion- On being brought on bodrd, fays Dr. Trotter, they
thew figns of extreme difirefs and defpair, from a feeling
of their fituation, and regret at being torn from their friends
and conneftions ; many retain thofe impreflions for a long
time ; in proof of which, the flaves on board his fhip be-
ing often heard in the night, making an howling melan-
choly noife, expreflive of extreme anguifh, he repeat-
cdly ordered the woman, who had been his interpreter,
to inquire into the caufe. She difcovered it to be owing
to their having dreamt they were in their own country
again, and finding themfelves when awake, in the hold of
a flave fbip. This exquifite fenfibility was particularly
obfervable among the women, many of whom, on fuch
occafions, he found in hyfteric fits,

’ The
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‘The foregoing defcription as far as relates to their de-
jection when brought on board, and the caufe of it is
confirmed by Hall, Wilfon, Claxton, Ellifon, Towne,
and Falconbridge, the latter of whom relates an inftance
of a young woman who cried and pined away after being
brought on board, who recovered when put on fhore,
and who hung herfelf when informed the was to be fent
again to the fhip. '

Captain Hall fays, after -the firft eight or ten of them
come on board, the men are put intoirons. They are
linked two and two together by the hands and feet, in
which fituation they continue till they arrive in the
Weft Indies, except fuch as may be fick, whofe irons
are then taken off. The women however, he fays, are
always loofe, '

On being brought up in a morning, fays Surgeon
Wilfon, an additional mode of fecuring them takes place,
for to the fhackles of each pair of them there is a ring,
through which is reeved a large chain, which locks them
all ina body to ring-bolts faftened to the deck.

The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair,
is defcribed by Mr Towne to be between eight and
nine, and the time of their remaining there to be till four
in the afternoon, when they are again put below till the
next morning. In the interval of being upon deck they
are fed twice. They have alfo a pint of water allowed
to each of them a day, which being divided is ferved out
to them at two different times, namély, after their
meals.

Thefe meals, fays Mr. Falconbridge, confift of rice,
yams, and horfe-beans, with now and then a little beef
and bread. 'After meals they are made to jump in thiir
irons, ‘This is called dancing by the flave-dealers. In
every, fhip he has been defired 10 flog fuch as would not
jump.” He'had generally a cat of nine tails in his hand
among the women, and the chief mate, he believes, ano-

ther among the men, ‘
The

Methads of
confining,
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ing, and ex=
evcifing theite
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Merbods of  The parts, fays Mr. Claxton, (to continue the ac-

j,‘;;’{f,”""’f’,,d_ count) on which their fhackles are faftened, are often

ing,y & o ex- excoriated by the violent exercife they are thus forced to

arcifing them. take, of which they made many grievous complaints to
him. In his fhip even thofe who had the flux, fcurvy,
and fuch cedematous {wellings in their legs as made it
painful to them to move at all, were compelled to dance
by the cat.

He fays alfo that on board his fhip they fometimes
[ung, but not for their amufement. The captain or-
dered them to fing, and they fung fongs of forrow. ‘The
fubje& of thefe fongs were their wretched fituation, and
the idea of never returning home. He recollects their
very words upon thefe occafions.

The above account of fhackling, mefling, * dancing,
and finging the flaves, is allowed by all the evidences
as far as they fpeak to the fame points, except by Mr.
Falconbridge, in whofe thips the flaves had.a ping and
and half of water per day.

Mode of On the fubject of the flowage and its confequences,
m"ﬁJ’iZZDr. Trotter fays, that the flaves in the paflage are fo
Gofequences. crowded below, that it is impofiible to walk through
them, without treading on them. Thofe, who are out of
irons, are locked fpoonways (in the technical phrafe) to one
another. It is the firft mate’s duty to fee them ftowed
in this way every morning ; thofe who do not get quick-~
ly into their places, are compelled by a cat-of-nine-tails.
When the fcuttles are obliged to be fhut, the gratings
are not fufficient for airing the rooms. He never him-
felf could bredthe freely, unlefs immediately under the
hatchway. He has feen the flaves drawing their breath
with all thofe laborious and anxious efforts for life,
which are obferved in expiring animals, fubjected by experi=
wnent 1o foul airy or in the exhaufled receiver of an air pump.
He has alfo feen them when the tarpawlings have
inadvertently been thrown over the gratings, atempting
to heave them up; crying out in their own language,
« We are dying:” on removing the tarpawlings and

® The neceflity of exercife for health is the rcafon given fer coms
pelling the flaves to dance in the above manner.

gratings,
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gratings, they would fly to the hatchway with.all the Mode of '
figns of terror, and dread of fuffocation. Many of themfv";",;"ﬁ[’f;:;
he has feen in a dying ftate, but fome have recovered by Confequences.
being brought hither, or on the deck ; others were ir-
recoverably loft, by fuffocation, having had no previous figns

of indifpofition,

M. Falconbridge alfo ftates on this head, that whenem-
ployed in ftowing the flaves he made the moft of the room
and wedged them in. They had not fo much room as a man
in his coffin either in length or breadth. It was impoflible
for them to turn or fhift with any degree of eafe. He
had often occafion to go from one fide of their rooms to
the other, in which cafe he always took off his fhoes, but
could not avoid pinching them; he has the marks on
his feet where they bit and fcratched him. In every
voyage when the fhip was full they complained of heat
and want of air. Confinement in this fituation was fo
injurious, that he has known them go down apparently in
good health at night and found dead in the morning. ~On
his laft voyage he opened a ftout man who fo died. He
found the contents of the thorax and abdomen healthy,
and therefore concludes be died of fuffocation in the night.

He was never among them for ten minutes below
together, but his thirt was as wet as if dipt in water.

One of his thips, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny,
got aground on the bar, and was detained there fix or
feven days, with a great fwell and heavy rain. At this
time the air ports were obliged to be fhut, and part of
the gratings on the weather fide covered: almoft all the
men flaves were taken ill with the flux. The laft time
he went down to fee them it was fo hot that he took off
his thirt.  More than twenty of them had then fainted, or
were fainting. He got, however, feveral of them hawled
ondeck. Two or three of thefe died, and meft of the
reft before they reached the Weft Indies. He was
down only about fifteen minutes, and became fo ill by
it that he could not get up without help, and was difabled
(the dyfentery feizing him alfo) from doing duty the reft
of the paffage. On board the fame fhip he has known

E 2 two
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Mide of " tyyo'or three inftances of a dead and living flave found in

ﬁ%"ﬁf”;’:&the morning fbackled together.

confoquences, X he crowded flate of the flaves, and the pulling off the

" fkoes by the furgeons as defcribed above, that they might

not hurt them in traverfing their rooms, are additionall
mentioned by Surgeons Wilfon and Claxton. The
flaves are faid alfo by Hall and Wilfon to complain on
account of heat. Both Hall, Towne, and Morley, de-
fcribe them as often in a wiolent perfpirationy or dew
Jweat. Mr. Ellifon has feen them faint through heaty
and obliged to be brought on deck, the fteam coming up
through the gratings like a furnace, In Wilfon’s and
Towne’s fhips fome have gone below well in an evening,
and in the morning have been found dead, and Mr, Newton
has often feen a dead and living man chained together,
and to ufe his own words, one of the pair dead,

This mode

J‘{fjﬂ’;’:ﬁ‘:;"ﬂ'_ To prove that this ftowage, and of courfe that the

Jimed by « confequences of it, muft unavoidably be as defcribed by

amtker fpe- the Gentlemen above, the following fpecies of evi-

gl Sproyfs dence and calculation. may - be reforted to.

Captain Parrey of the Royal Navy was fent by Govern-
ment in the year 1788, to meafure fuch of the flave vef-
fels as were then lying at Liverpool, and to make a report
of the fame to the Houfe of Commons. In this Re-
port are mentioned the names of the different veffels,
and their refpective dimenfions as takep by him. The
firft of thefe, as delivered in by himfelf, is the Brookes,
and as fome one fhip muft be taken- to make out the
proof intended, it will be lefs objeftionable to take the
firft that comes than any other, ~ The dimenfions then
of the Brookes as reported by Captain Parrey will be
found as in the annexed Plans, ’

DIMENSIONS
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DIMENSIONS OF THE SHIP. Feet Inches

This mode
and its con=.
Jequences con~
Sirmed by
ansther [pe=
cics of proofe

heads included at AA” - - - - § '
Breadth of Beam on the Lower Deck infide, BB 25
Depth of Hold, OOO from cieling to cieling 10
Height between decks from deck to deck
Length of the Mens Room, CC on the lower deck 46
Breadth of the A2ens Room, CC on the lower deck 23
Length of the Platforms, DD in the’mens room 46
Breadth of the Platforms’in the mens room} 6

Length of the Lower Dect, gratings and bulk- }

oneachfide - - - - - - -
Length of the Boys Roomy EE - - - - 13
Breadth of the Boys Room - - - - - 25
Breadth of Platforms, FF in boys roo - 6
Length of Womens Roomy, GG~ - - - - 28
Breadth of Womens Room - - - - - 23
Length of Platfirms, HH in womens room 28
Breadth of Platforms in womens room - - 6

Length of the Gun Room, 11 on the lower deck 10
-Breadth of the Gun Rsom on the lower deck 12
Length of the Quarter Deck, KK - = -. - 33
Breadth of the %ua_rter Deck = - - - - 19

Length of the Cabin, L, - = - - - - 11
Height of the Cabin - - = -« = - - 6
Length of the Half Decky MM - - - - 16

Height of the Half Deck - = - - - - 6
Length of the Platforms, NN on the half deck 16
Breadth of the Platforms on the half deck - 6
Upper deck, PP

O NN D OO OO OO O O O®Oop ‘O

Let it now be fuppofed that the above are the. real
dimenfions of the fhip Brookes, and farther, that every
man flave is to be allowed fix feet by one foot four inches
for room, every woman five feet ten by one foot four,
every boy five feet by one foot two, and every girl four
feet fix by one foot, it will follow that the annexed Plan
of a flave-veflel will be precifely the reprefentation of
the thip Brookes, and of the exact number of perfons

) neither
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neither more nor lefs, that could be ftowed in the dif-
ferent rooms of-it upon thefe data, Thefe, if counted,
(*deduéting the women ftowed in Z of Figures V1. and
VII.) will be found to amount to four hundred and fifty-
one. Now, if it be confidered that the fhip Brookes is
of 320 tons, and that fhe is allowed to carry by A&
of Parliament four hundred and fifty-four perfons, it is
evident that if three more could be wedged among the
number reprefented in the plan, this plan would contain
precifely the number which the A& dire&@s ; and if it
fhould be farther confidered that there ought to be in
each apartment in the plan one or more tubs, as well as
ftanchions to fupport the platforms and decks, for which
no deduétion has been made, in order to give every pof-
fible advantage in flowing, then the above plan may be
confidered as giving a very favourable reprefentation of
the ftowing of the negroes even fince the late regulating
4. The plan therefore abundantly proves that the
ftowage of thefe poor people as well as the confequences
of ‘it muft have been as defcribed by the Evidences
above ; for, 'if when four hundred and fifty-one flaves
are put into the different rooms of the Brooks, the floors
are not only covered with bodies, but thefe bodies actual-
ly touch each other, what muft have been their fituation,
when fix hundred were ftowed in them at the time al-
luded to by Dr. Trotter, who belonged to this thip, and
fix hundred and nine by the confeffion of the flave-
merchants in a fubfequent Voyage t.

T'o come now to the different incidents on the paffage,
Mr. Falconbridge fays, that there is a place in every fhip

¥By the late A& of Parliament the fpace Z, which is half of the half-
deck, M Z is appropriated to the feamen.

+ The fituation of the flaves muft be dreadful even on the prefent re-
gulated plan; for their bodies not only touch each other, but many of
them have not even room to fjt upright ; for when every deduétion has
been made, the height above rhe platform D F H, Fig. L. and below it
C E G, is io the Brooks but two feet feven inches.  The average height
in nine other vellels meafured by Captain Parrey was only five feet two
inches; and in the Venus and Kitty the flaves had not two fect abave
or below the platforms. The flaves immediately under the beams muft
be in a ftill more dreadful fituation as is feen by the plan ; for in Fig. I.
unller the upper deck PP, and lower deck A A, thefe beanis are repre-
fented by fhaded fquares, as a}fo they are intraduced in Fig, 11, and JIT.

for
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for the fick flaves, but there are no accommodations for Isidents s
them, for they lie on the bare planks. He has feen fre- % Pale
quently the prominent parts of their bones about the
fhoulder-blade and knces bare.

He fays he cannot conceive any fituation fo dreadful
and difgufting as that of flaves when ill of the flux: in
the Alexander, the deck was covered with blood and mucus,
and refembled a flaughicr-houfe. The flench and foul
air were intolerable.

Thhe flaves, thackled together, frequently quarrel. In
each apartment there are three or four tubs placed for
their convenience: thofe however at a diftance find it
difficult to get over other flaves to thefe tubs : fometimes
if one wants to go to them, his companion refufes to go
with him ; if relaxed, he exonerates while difputing over
his neighbours. This caufes great difturbance.

He has known féveral flaves on board refufe fuftenance,
with a defign to flarve themfelves. Compulfion was ufed
in every fhip he was in to make them take their food.
He has known alfo many inftances of their refufing te
take medicines when fick, becaufe they wifbed to die. A
woman on board the Alexander, was dejeCted from the
moment fhe came on board, and refufed both food and
medicine : being afked by the interpreter what {he wanted,
fhe replied, nothing but to die—and fhe did die. Many
other flaves exprefled the fame with.

The thips, he fays, are fitted up with a view fo prevent
flaves jumping overboard ; notwithftanding which he has
known inftances of their doing fo. In the Alexander two
were Joft in this way. In the fame voyage, near twenty
jumped overboard out of the Enterprize, Capt. Wilfon,
and feveral from a large Frenchman in Bonny River.

In his firft voyage he faw at Bonny, on board the
Emilia, a woman chained to the deck, who, the chief
mate faid, was mad. On his fecond voyage, there was
a woman on board his own fhip, whom they were forced
to chain at certain times. In alucid interval fhe was
fold at Jamaica. He afcribes this infanity to their being
torn from their connefions and country.

Do&or
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Doéor Trotter, examined on the fame fubje&, fays,
that the man fold with his family for witchcraft, (of which
he had been accufed, out of revenge, by a Cabotheer, p.11)
refufed all fuftenance after he came on board. Early
next morning it was found he had attempted to cut his
throat. Dr. Trotter fewed up the wound, but the fol-
lowing night the man had not only torn out the futures,
but had made a fimilar attempt on the other fide. From
the ragged edges of the wound, and the blood upon his
finger ends, it appeared to have been done with his nails,
for though ftri&k fearch was made through all the rooms,
no inftrument was found. He declared be never would go
with white men, uttered incoherent fentences, and looked
wifhfully at the fkies. His hands were fecured, but
perfifting to refufe all fuflenance, he died of hunger in eight
or ten days. :

He remembers alfo an inftance of a woman who perifhed
from refufing food : the was repeatedly flogged, and vic-
tuals forced into her mouth, but 70 means could make her
fwallow it, and fhe lived for the four laft days in a ftate
of torpid infenfibility.

A man jumped overboard, at Anamaboe, and was
drowneds  Another alfo, on the Middle l?aﬁ'age, but he
was taken up. A woman alfo, after having been taken
up, was chained for fome time to the mizen maft, but
being let loofe again made a fecond attempt, was again
taken up, and expired under the floggings given her in
eonfequence,

Mr. Wilfon,'fpeaking alfo on the fame fubje&, relates,
among many cafes where force was neceffary to oblige the
flaves to take food, that of a young man. He had not
been long on board before he perceived him get thin.
On inquiry he found the man had not taken his food, and
refufed taking any. Mild means were then ufed to divert
him from his refolution, as well as promifes that he thould
have any thing he withed for: but ftill he refufed to eat.
They then whipped him with the cat, but this alfo was
ineffetual. He always kept his teeth fo faft, that it was
impoffible to get any thing down. They then endea-
voured to introduce a SPECULUM ORIs between them :

but
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but the points were too obtufe to_ enter, and next tried Jicidents ex
a bolus knife, but with the fame effe@. 1In this ftate he ™ fegte
was for four or five days, when he was brought up as

dead, to be thrown overboard ; but Mr. Wilfon finding

life till exifting, repeated his endeavours though in vain,

and two days afterwards he was brought up again in the
fame-ftate as before. He then feemed to wifh to get up.

‘The crew aflifted him, and brought him aft to' the fire

place, when in a feeble voice, in his own tongue he afked

for water, which was given him. Upon this they began

to have hopes of diffuading him from his defign, but he

again fhut his teeth as faft as ever, and refolved to die,

and on the ninth day from his ficft refufal he died.

Mr. Wilfon fays it hurt his feelings much to be
obliged to ufe the cat fo frequently to force them to take
their food. In the very a& of chaftifement, they have
looked up at him with a fmile, and in their own language
have faid,  prefently we fball be no more.”

In the fame fhip 2 woman found means to convey below
the night preceding fome rope-yarn, which fhe tied to the
head of the armourer’s vice, then in the women’s room.
She faftened it round her neck, and in the morning was
found dead, with her head lying on her fhoulder, whence
it appeared, fhe muft have ufed great exertiohs to ac-
complith her end. A young woman alfo hanged herfelf,
by tying rope-yarns to a.batten, near her ufual fleeping-
place, and then flipping off the platform. The next
morning fhe was found warm, and he ufed the proper
means for her recovery, but in vain.

In“the fame fhip alfo, when off Annabona, a flave on
the fick lift jumped overboard, and was picked up by the
natives, but died foon afterwards. At another time, when
at fea, the captain and officers when at dinner, heard the
alarm of a flave’s being overboard; and found it true, for
they perceived him making every exertion to drown him-
felf. He put his head under water, but lifted bis hands up 5
and thus went down, as if exulting that he had got away.

Befides the above inftance, a man flave who'came on
board apparently well, became afterwards mad, and at
Tength died infane.

F Mr.
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Mr. Claxton, the fourth furgeon examined on théfe

%pe Paffagee points, declares the fteerage and boys room to have been

infufficient to receive the fick ; they were therefore ob-
liged to place together thofe that were, and thofe that were
not difeafed, and in-confequence the difeafe and mortality
{pread more and more. The captain treated them with
more tendernefs than he has heard was ufual, but the
men were not humane. Some of the moft difeafed were
obliged to keep on deck with a fail fpread for them to lie
on. This, in a little time, became nearly covered with
blood and mucus, which involuntarily iflued from them,
and therefore the failors, who had the difagreeable tafk
of cleaning the fail, grew angry with the flaves, and
ufed to beat them inhumanly with their hands, or with a
cat. The flaves in confequence grew fearful of commit-
ting this involuntary aétion, and when they perceived
they had done it, would immediately creep to the tubs,
and there {it ftraining with fuch violence, as to produce
a prolagfus ani, which could not be.cured.

Some of the flaves on board the fame thip, fays Mr.
Claxton, had fuch an averfion to leaving their native
places, that they threw themfelves overboard, on an idea
that they fbould get back to their own country:; 'The captain,
in order to obviate this idea, thought of an expedient,
viz. to cut off the heads of thofe who died, intimating
to them, that if determined to go, they muft return
without their heads. The flaves were accordingly brought
up to witnefs the operation. One of them feeing, when on
deck, the carpenter ftanding wish his hatchet up ready to
ftrike off the head of a dead flave,with a violent exertion got
loofe, and flying to the place where the nettings had been
unloofed, in order to empty the tubs, he darted overboard.
‘The fhip brought to, and a man’'was placed in the main
chains to catch him, which ‘he perceiving, dived under
water, and rifing again at a diftance from the fhip, made
figns, which words cannot defcribe, expreffive of his hap-
pinefs in efcaping. He then went down, and was feen no
more. ‘This circumftance deterred the captain from
trying the expedient any more, and therefore he refolved
for the future (as be faw they were determined to throw them-
Jebves overboard) to keep a ftrict watch ; notwithftanding

' which,
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which, fome afterwards contrived to unloofe the lathing, Breidents o
fo that two aGually threw themfelves into the fea, and **F fees
were loft; another was caught when about three parts
qverboard.

All the above incidents, defcribed as to have happened
on the Middle Paffage, are amply corroborated by the
ather evidences. The flaves lie on the bare boards, fays
furgeon Wilfon. They are frequently brusfed, and the
prominent parts of the body excsriated, adds the fame
gentleman, as alfo Trotter and Newton. Their being
linked together, their quarrelling, and the difficulty of getting
to their tubs, are additionally mentioned by Hall and
Newton. They have been feen by Morley wallowing in
their blood and excrement. Claxton, Ellifon, and Hall
defcribe them as refufing fuftenance, and compelled to eat
by the whip. Morley has feen the pannekin dafhed
againft their teeth; and the rice held in their mouths, to-
make them fwallow it, till they were almoft ftrangled, and
they have even been thumbferewed * with this view in the
thips of Town and Millar. :

The man alfo, fays the former, ftolen at Galenas
River, (p. 8.) refufed to eat, and per/fifted till be died.

A woman, fays the latter, who was breught on board,
refufed fuftenance, neither would fhe fpeak. She was
then ordered the thumb-fcrews, fufpended in the mizen
rigging, and cvery attempt was made with the cat to com-
pell her to eat, but to no purpafe. She died in three or four
days afterwards. Mr. Millar was told that fhe had faid
the night before fhe died,  She was going to her friends.”

As a third fpecific inftance, in another veffel, may'be
mentioned that related by Mr. Ifaac Parker. There was
a child, fays he, on board, of nine months old, which
refufed to eat, for which the captain taok it up in his
hand, and flogged it with a cat, faying at the fame time,

% To fhew the feverity of this punifhment, My. Dove fays, that while
two flaves were under the torture of the thumb-ferews, the fweat ran
down their faces, and they trembled as ynder a violent ague fit, and Mr.

Eilifon has known inftances of their dying{ a mortification having rakep
place in their thambs inconfequence of thefe ferews,

Fa « Damn
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Tucidents on- ¢ Damn you, T’ll make you eat, or I’ll kill you.” The

¢be Paffage.. fame child having fwelled feet, the captain ordered them
to be put into water, though the /hip’s cook told him it was
#o0 hot. This brought off the {kin and nails. He then
ordered fweet oil and cloths, which Ifaac Parker himfelf
applied to the feet; and as the child at mefs time again
refufed to eat, the captain again took it up and flogged
ity and tied a log 'of mango-wood eighteen or twenty
inches long, and.of twelve or thirteen pounds weight
round its neck, as a punithment. He repeated the flogging
for four days together at mefs time. The laft time after
flogging it, he let it drop out of his hand, with the fame
expreflion as before, and accordingly in about three
quarters of an hour the child died. He then called its
mother to heave it overboard, and beat her for refufing.
He however forced her to take it up, and go to the thip’s
fide, where holding her head on one fide to avoid the fight,
Jhe dropped ber child overboard, after which fbe cried for
many hours.

- Befides inftances of flaves refufing to eat, with the view
of deftroying themfelves, and dying in confequence of it,
thofe of their going mad, are confirmed by Town, and of
their jumping overboard, or attempting to do it, by Town,
Millar, Ellifon, and Hall.

Other incidents on the paffage, mentioned by fome of
the evidences in their examination, may be divided into
three kinds,

The firft kind confifts of infurreGions on the part of the
flaves, Some of thefe frequently attempted to rife, but
were prevented, (Wilfon, Town, Trotter, Newton,
Dalrymple, Ellifon,) others rofe, but were quelled,
(Ellifon, Newton, Falconbridge,) and others -rofe, and
fucceeded, killing almoft all the whites: (Falconbridge
and Town).—Mr. Town fays, that inquiring of the
flaves into the caufe of thefe infurreGions, he has been
afked, what bufinefs he had to carry them from their country,
They had wives and children, whom they wanted to be with.

After
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After an infurreftion, Mr. Ellifon fays, he has feen Fiidenss o
them flogged, and the cook’s tormentors and tongs heated the Paflage.’
to burn their flyh.  Mr, Newton alfo adds, that it is
ufual for captains, after infurreGions and plots happ¢n, to
flog the flaves. Some captains, on board whofe fhips he
has been, added the thumb-fcrew, and one in particular
told him repeatedly that he had put flaves tordeath after an
injurreclion by various modes of torture.

"The fecond fort of incident on the paffage is men-
tioned by Mr. Falconbridge in the inftance of-an Englith
veflel blowing up off Galenas, and moft of the men-{laves,
entangled in their irons, perifbing,

The third fort is deferibed by -Mr. Hercules Rofs as
follows. One inftance, fays he, marked with peculiar
circumftances of horror, occurs : — About twenty years
ago, a fthip from Africa, with about four hundred flaves
on board, ftruck upon fome fhoals, called the Morant
Keys, diftant eleven leagues, S. S. E. off the Eaft
end of Jamaica. The officers and feamen of the fhip
landed in theit boats, carrying with them arms and pro-
vifions. The flaves were left on board in their irons and
fhackles.  This happened in the night time. The
Morant Keys confift of three {mall fandy iflands, and he
underftood that the thip had ftruck upon the fhoals, at
about half a league to windward of them. When morn-
ing came, it was difcovered that the negroes had got
out of their irons, and were bufy making rafts, upon
which they placed the women and children, whilft the
men, and others capable of {fwimming, attended upon
the rafts, whilft they drifted before the wind towards the
ifland where the feamen had landed. From an appre-
henfion that the negroes would confume the water and
provifions which the feamen had landed, they came to
the refolution of deftroying them, by means of their
fire-arms and other weapons. - As the poor wretches
approached the fhore, they allually deflroyed between three
and four hundred of them. Out of the whole cargo only
thirty-three or thirty-four were faved, and brought to
Kingfton, where Mr. Rofs faw them fold at public
' venduc.
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Igf"fl";"” o vendue, This fhip, to the beft of his recolleftion, was

#e Paflge. configned to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of the parifh of St.
Elizabeth’s. :

Mr. Rofs fays, in extenuation of this maffacre, that

the crew were probably drunk, or they would not have

acted fo, but he does ot know it to have been the cafe:

Mamer o 'When the fhips arrive at their deftined ports, the

{“I,"'"E’ ”f}{f" flaves are expofed to fale. ‘They are fold either by

when aryiv- N v ’

sdatthe  fcramble or by vendue, (i.e.) publick aucion, or by

aginedperss.Jots, The fale by fcramble is ‘thus defcribed by Mr.
Falconbridge. “ In the Emilia, (fays he) at Jamaica,
the thip was darkened with fails; and covered round.
The men flaves were placed on the main deck, and the
women on the quarter deck. The purchafers on fhore
were informed a gun would be fired when they were
ready to open the fale. A great number of people came
on board with tallies or cards in their hands, with their
own names upon them, and rufhed through the barricado
door with the ferocity of brutes. Some had three or
four handkerchiefs tied together, to encircle as many as
they thought fit for their purpofe. In the yard at Gre-
nada, he adds, (where another of his fhips, the Alexander,
fold by feramble) the women were fo terrified, that feveral
of them got out of the yard, and ran about St. George’s
town as if they were mad. In his fecond voyage, while
-lying at Kingfton, he faw a fale by fcramble on board the
“T'ryal, Captain Macdonald. Forty or fifty of the flaves
leaped into the fea, all of which, however, he believes,
were taken up,again.”” This is a very general mode of
fale. Mr. Baillie fays, it was the common mode in
America where he has been. Mr. Fitzmaurice has been
at twenty fales by {cramble in Jamaica. M. Clappefon
never faw any other mode of fale during his refidence
there, and it is mentioned as having been pratifed under
the infpection of Morley and of Trotter.

The flaves fold by publick au&ion or vendue are
generally the 7¢fufe, or fickly flaves. Thefe are in fuch
a ftate of hcalth, that they fell, fays Baillie, greatly
under price. Falconbridge” has known them fold- for

fiue
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fiwe dollars each, Town for @ Guinea, and Mr. Hercules
Rofs as low as a fingle dollar.

The ftate-of fuch is defcribed to be very deplorable by Dephrasle
General Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Rofs. The for-.fituasion of
mer fays, that he once obferved at Barbadoes a numbcr/';;‘&,-"/f}:;’;",'f_'
of flaves that had becn landed from a thip. They were %
brought into the yard adjoining the place of fale. Thofe
that were not very ill were put into little huts, and thofe
that were worfe were left in the yard to die; for nobody
gave them any thing to eat or drink ; and fome of them lived
three days in that fituation~ The latter has frequently feen
the very 72fufe (as they are termed) of the {flaves of Guinea
thips landed and carried to the vendue-matfters in a very
wretched ftate; fometimes in the agonies of degth ; and
he has known inftances of their expiring in the piazza of
the vendite-mafler.

Mr. Newton fays, that in none of the fales he S.pararion of
faw was there any care ever taken to prevent fuch flaves reaives aud
as were relations from being feparated. They wereﬁpa-ﬁ""d'
rated as fhecp and lambs by the butcher. This feparation
of relations and friends is confirmed by Davifon, Trotter,
Clappefon, and Town. Fitzmaurice alfo mentions the
fame, with an exception only to infants; but Mr. Fal-
conbridge fays, that one of his captains (Frazer) recom-
mended it to the planters never to feparate relations and
friends. He fuays he once heard of a perfon refufing. to
purchafe a man’s wife, and was next day informed zhe
man had hanged himfelf. :

With refpeét to the mortality of flaves in the paflage, Muralisy er
Mr. Falconbridge fays, that in three voyages he pur- g,‘-f‘_ﬁ’!"
hafed 1100, and loft 191; Trotter, in one voyage -ﬁ}y“'""’
c ] 913 5 YALE,s aficr falc
about 600, and loft about 70; Millar, in one voyage,
490, and loft 180; Lllifon, in three voyages, where he
recolleéts the mortality, bought 895, and loft 356. In
one of thefe voyages, fays the latter, the flaves had the
fmall-pox. In this cafe he has feen the platform one
continued {cab : eight or ten of them were hauled up dead
in
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o1 in a morning, and the flefb and fbin has peeled off their
wrifts when taken hold of.

Mr. Morley fays, that in four voyages he purchafed
about 1325, and loft about 313. Mr. Town, in two
voyages, 630, and loft 115. Mr. Claxton, in one
voyage, 250, and loft 132. In this voyage, he fays,
they were fo ftreightened for provifions, that if they had
been ten more days at fea, they muft either have eaten
the flaves that died, or have made the living flaves walk
the plank, a term in ufe among Guinea captains for making
the flaves throw themfelves overboard. He fays alfo, that
he fell in with the Hero, Captain Withers, which had
loft 360 flaves, or more than half her cargo, by the
{mall-pox. The furgeon of the Hero told him, that
when the flaves were removed from one place to another,
they left marks of their fkin and blood upon the deck, and it
was the moft horrid fight he had ever feen.

Mr. Wilfon ftates, that in his fhip, and three others,
belonging to the fame concern, they purchafed among
them 2064 flaves, and loft 586. He adds, that he fell
in with the Hero, Captain Withers, at St. Thomas’s,
which had loft 159 flaves by the fmall-pox. Capt. Hall,
in two voyages, purchafed 550, and loft 110. He adds,
that he has known fome fhips in the flave trade bury a

uarter, fome a third, and others balf of their cargo. It
15 very uncommon to find fbips without fome lofs ¥ 1n their

aves.
g Befides thofe which die on the paffage, it muft be no-
ticed here that feveral die foon after they are fold. Six-
teen, fays Mr. Falconbridge, were fold by aution out
of the Alexander, a/l of whom died before the thip left the
Weft Indies. Out of fourteen, fays Mr. Claxton, fold
from his fhip in an infeGious ftate, only four lived ; and
though in the four voyages mentioned by Mr. Wilfon no
lefs than 586 perithed on the paffage out of 2064, yet

* Total purchafed 7904, loft 2053, exclufive of the Hero, being above
one-fourth of the number purchafed.  The reader will obferve, that Mr.
@laxton fell in with the Hero on one voyage, and Mr. Wilfon on another.

220
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$20 additionally died of the fmall-pox in a.very little
time after their delivery in the river Plate, making the total
lofs for thofe thips not lefs than 836, out of 2,064. . .

The caufes of the diforders which carry off the flaves C““f;;;’f e
in fuch numbers, are afcribed by Mr. Falconbridge to a """
difeafed mindy fudden tranfitions from heat to coldy a putrid
atmofpherey wallowing in their own excrementsy anc being
fhackled together. A difeafed mind, he fays, is undoubt~
edly one of the caufes; for many of the flaves on board
refufed medicines, giving as a reafon that they wante
2o ‘die, and could never be cured. Some few on the
other hand, wbho did not appear to think fo much of their
Situationy recovereds  That fhackling together is alfo
another caufe, was evident from the circumftance of the
men dying in twice the proportion the women did ; and
fo long as the trade continues, he adds, they muft be
thackled together, for no man will attempt to carry them
out of irons.

Surgeon Wilfon, examined on the fame topick, fpeaks
nearly in the fame manner. He fays, that of the death of
two-thirds of thofe who died in his fhip, the primary caufe
was melancholy. This was evident not only from the fmp-
2oms of the diforder, and the circumftance that 7o one whe
had it was ever cured, whereas thofe who had it not, and
yet were ill, recovered, but from the language of the
{laves themfelves, who declared that they wifbed o die, as
alfo from Captain Smith’s own declaration, who faid, ¢heir
deaths were to be afcribed to_their thinking fo much of their
Situations  Though feveral died of the flux, he attribites
their death primarily to the caufe before affigned ; for;
fays he, their original diforder was a fixed melancholy,
and the fymptoms lownefs of fpirits and defpondency.
Hence they refufed foods  This only increafed the fymps=
toms. The ftomach - afterwards got weak. Hersice the
belly ached, fluxes enfued, and they were carried off.

Mr. Town, the only other perfon, who fpeaks of the
caufes of the diforders of the flaves, fays,  they often fail
ficky fometimes owing to their crowded ftate, but mofly
to grief for being carried away from their country and

G JSriends”?
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Jriends® -'This he knows from inquiring frequently
(which he was enabled to do by underftanding their
language) into the circumftances of their grievous com=
plairits ¥, : :

Opinions of  As the trade may be faid to end on the delivery of the
feveralof the flaves in the Weft Indies, it may not be improper to

Ewvidences on . e Y »
the Trade. ﬁate' the opinion of fome of the Evidences concern=
ing it.

Mr. Wilfon ftates, that his reafon for quitting his
late employment was, that he did not like to continue
in a trade, that did not perfe&ly coincide with his ideas,
and was not to his fatisfation, being obliged to make ufe
of medris for the prefervation of the cargo, contrary to his

Jeelings, and fenfe of humanity.

Mr. Falconbridge declares, that,in his firft and fecond
voyage he reflefted but little on the juftice or injuftice
of the trade. " In his laft voyage he refle¢ted more, and
the more he did fo, the more he was convinced it was an
unnaturaly iniguitous, and villainous trade, and be could
not reconcile it to bis confcience. ‘This was the reafon
for his leaving it. He adds, that he believes at the time
he left it, he could have gone again with Capt. Frazer,
;'f he bad chofen ity and he was afterwards repeatedly fo-
icited to go to the Gold Coaft by Captain Thompfon.

Captain Wilfon declares from the whole of his ex-
perience, as an impartial man, he has long fince formed
an opinion, (which each fucceeding day’s experience bas juf-
tified and confirmed) that it is a trade evidently founded
on injuflice and treachery, manifeflly carried on by oppre/-
Jion and crueltyy and not unfrequently terminating in
murder,

* Tt is evident from hence, that no Regulation of the Trade can heal
theevils in' this branch of the fubje®t. Itcan never cure melancholy or a
difeafed mind. It can never prevent an jijured people from rifing if out of
ironsy, mor can it take away corrupted air, unlefs it reduce the number
Yo be carried fo low, as not to make it worth the while of the flave-

. merchants to tranfport them.

Captain
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Captain Hall makes a declaration alfo, that when he Opinians of
left the trade he could have obtained the command of 2% of b2
5 A % . o Evidences on
a fhip in ir, which command at that time wonld have pe Tyade,
been a wery lucrative onme, but that he quitted it from
a conviclion that it was perfectly illegaly and jfounded in

bload. .

G 2 CHAP 1V,
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C H AP IV.

Africans, when bought, their general Efimation and Treat<
ment—Thefe become either Plantation or Tn-and-Out-
door-8laves— Labour of the Plantation Slaves in and out

" of Crop—Their Days of Reft— Fool—Clothing—FHoufes

T—Propcrty-fSitztatia,rl of the In-and-Out-door Slaves—
Ordinary Punifoment of the Slaves by the Whip and
Cow~fkin—Frequency and feverity of thefe Punifbments
— Extraordinary Punifbments of many Kinds—The Con-
cern which the very Women take in thefe Ordinaryand Ex-
traordinary Punifbments—The different nominal Offences
mentioned in the Evidence, which Occafion them——Ca-
pital Offences and Punifbments—Slaves turned off to
Jreal, beg, or flarve, when, incapable of Labour—Slaves
bave little or no Redrefs againft ill Uage of any fori—
Laws lately enacled, but not with an Intention to ferve the
Slaves, and of little ar no Ufe. B

ey HE natives of Africa, when bought by the Eu~
their gestral ropean Colonifts, are generally efteemed, fays
Epimaiion  Dr. Jackfon, a fpecies of inferiour beings, whom the right
”:d‘T"““ of purchafe gives the owner a power of ufing at his will,
wetise Confiftently with this definition we find the evidence &,
ferting with one voice, that they ¢ have no legal pro-

tection againft their mafters,’ and of courfe that ¢ their
treatment varies according to, the difpofition of their
Mafters,” If their mafters be good men, fays the Dean of
Middleham, they are well off, but, if not, they fuffer.
S The
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The general treatment, however, is defcribed to be very i
fevere. Some fpeak more moderately than others upon ':fo,,";’:‘;{f:}
it, but all concur in the general ufage as being bad.  Mr. Efination .
Woolrich, examined upon this point, fays, that he never @ Trea
knew the beft mafter in the W. Indies ufe his flaves fo ments

‘well as the worft mafter his fervants in England; that their

{tate is inconceivable ; that it cannot be defcribed tothe

full underftanding of thofe who have never feen it, and

that a fight of fome gangs would convinge more' than

all words, Others again make ufe of the words,

¢ ufed with great cruelty,—like beafts, or worfe:’ -and
the Dean of Middleham, after balancing in his mind all
‘his knowledge upon this fubje&, cannot fay, (fetting
afide on one hand particular inftances of great feverity,
and on the other hand particular inftances of great’hu-
‘manity) that treatment altogether humane and proper
was the lot of fuch as he had either obferved or heard of.

To come to a more particular defcription of their Become ei-
treatment, it will be proper to divide them into different o i
clafles. The firft may be faid to confift of thofe Who and sut-duer
are bought for the plantation ufe. Thefe will’ be ‘arti-/faves.
ficers of various defcriptions, and the * field flaves.—

“The fecond will confift of what ‘may be termed In-or
Out-door flaves. The former are domefticks both ‘in
town and country, and the latter porters; fithermen,

boatmen, and the like.

The field flaves, whofe cafe is the firft to be confidered, Labour of the
re called out by day-light to their work. For this pur-‘-ﬁi‘ifﬂc";‘;
.pofe the fhell blows, and they hurry into the field, If *
they are not there in time they are flogged. When put
to their work, they perform it in rows, and without ex-
ception under the whip of drivers, a certain number of
whom are allotted to each gang. By thefe means the
weak are made to keep up with the ftrong.  Mr. Fitz-
maurice is forry to fay, that from this caufe many of
them are hurried to the grave, as the able, even if

% Among thefe are again included watchmen, drivers, and head-
Regroes. ' ’ '

placed
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placed -with the weakly to bring them up, will leave
them behind, and then the weakly are generally flogged
up by the driver. This, however, is the mode of their
labour. As to the time of it, they begin, as before faid,
at day-light, and continue, with two intermiffions, (one
for half an hour in the morning, and the other for two
hours at noon) till fun-fet.

The above defcription, however, does not include the
whole of their operations for the day, for it is expected
that they fhall range about and pick grafs for the cattle.
It is clear, from the different evidences, that the cuftom
of grafs-picking varies, as to the time in which it is ta
be done, on different eftates, for on fome it is to be done
within the intervals of reft faid to be allowed at noon, and
on others after the labour of the day. It is complained of,
however, in either cafe, as a great grievance, inafmuch
as it lengthens the time of work ; as alfo becaufe, par-
ticularly in droughts, it is very difficult to find grafs at
all, and becaufe if they do not bring it in fufficient
quantities, they are punifhed. Grafs-picking, fays Capt.
Smith, is one of the moft frequent caufes of punifhment.
He has feen fome flogged for not getting fo great a
quantity of it as athers, and that at a time, when he has
thought it smpoffible they could have gotten half the quantity,
having been upon the fpot.

Hard cafe of It is impoflible to pafs over in filence the almoft total
ibe Women” want of indulgence  which the women flaves frequently

Saves.

experience during the operations in the field. It is
aflerted by Dalrymple, that the drivers in ufing their,
whip never diftinguifh fex. As to pregnant women, and
fuch as had children, Mr. Davies believes they were allow-
ed to come into the field a little later than the reft. They
did little work after they were four months gone with
child, in the experience of Mr. Duncan. Dr. Harrifon
alfo has known fome overfeers allow complaining preg-
nant women to retire from work, but he has {een them
labouring in the field, when they feemed to have but a
few months to go: they were generally worked as long
as able, Much the fame work, fays Mr. Cook, was

' expected



( 55 )

expedted from pregnant women as others. He has feen Haid cafof
them holing till within a few hours of their delivery, and t»¢ #omen
has known them receive thirty-nine lafhes while in this/***
ftate. Mr. Woolrich thinks the pregnant women had

fome little indulgencies, but it was cuftomary for them

to work in the field till near their time. The whip was
occafionally ufed upon them, but not fo feverely as upon

the men.  Mr. Rees obferving the gangs at work, faw

a pregnant woman rather behind the reft. The driver

called her to come on, and going back ftruck her with

the whip up towards her fhoulders. He afked another
pregnant woman, if {he was forced to work like the reft,

and fhe faid, Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women

were confidered to mifcarry in general from their hard

field labour; and Captain Hall fays, that, where they had
children, they were fent again after the month to labour

with the children upon their backs, and fo little time af-

forded them to attend their wants, that he has feen a wo-

man feated to give fuck to her child, roufed from that fi-

tuation by a fevere blow from the cart whip.*

""The above-accounts of the mode and duration of the ¢.;. 740
labour of the field flaves, are confined to that feafon of in th Crop
the year which is termed, ¢ Out of Crop,” or the time Seafon-
in which they are preparing the lands for the crop. In
the crop feafon, however, the labour is of much longer
duration. Weakly handed eftates, fays Mr. Fitzmau-
rice, which are far the moft numerous, form their negroes
in crop into two fpells, which generally change at twelve
at noon, and twelve at night. The boilers and others
about the works, relieved at twelve at noon, cut canes
from fhell-blow, (half paft one) till dark, when they
carry cane-tops or grafs to the cattle penns, and then
they may reft till twelve at night, when they relieve the
fpell in the boiling-houfe, by which thcg themfelves had
been relieved at twelve in the day. n all eftates the
boiling goes on night and day without intermiflion :  but

# In fome eflates, it is ufual to dig a hole in the ground, in which
they put the bellies of pregnant women, while they whip them, that they
may not excufe punifhment, nor yet endanger the life of the woman or
child, (Dr. Jackfon, Licutenant Davifon.) 1

we
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42ir laboter Well handed eftates have three fpells, and intermiffions
in ke Crop - accordingly.

Scajon .

Mr. Dalrymple, fpeaking alfo of their labour in time
of crop, fays they are obliged to work as long as they can,
which is as long as they can keep awake or ftand on
their legs. Sometimes they fall afleep; through excefs
of fatigue, when their arms are caught in the mill, and
torn off. He faw feveral, who had loft their arms in
that way.

Mr. Cook ftates, on the fame fubjeé, that in crop-
time they work in general about eighteen hours out of
the twenty-foury and are often hurt through mere fatigue
and want of flecp. He knew a girl lofe her hand by the
mill while feeding it, for being overcome by fleep, fhe
dropped againft the rollers. He has heard of feveral in-
ftances of this kind.

YTI;‘” daysof  T'o this account of the labour of the flaves, both in

and out of crop, it muft be added here, that on fome
eftates, it appears by the evidence, they have Sunday and
Saturday afternoon out of crop to thémfelves, that is, to
cultivate their own grounds for their fupport; on others,
Sunday only; and on others, Sunday only in part, for
fome people, fays the Dean of Middleham, required
meat for the cattle on Sundays to be gathered' twice in
the day; and Lieutenant Davifon fays he has known
them forced to work on Sundays for their mafters. It
appears again, that in crop, on no eftates, have they
more than Sunday for the cultivation of their lands.
The Dean of Middleham has known them continue
boiling the fugar till late on Saturday night, and in one
inftance remembers it to have been protracted till fun-
rife on Sunday * morning : and the care afterwards of
fetting up the fugar-jars muft have required feveral
hours.

* Tt appears, that they have three or four holidays in the year, but the
days are not {pecified, Th
¢é
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‘The point, which may be confideted next, may be Their Foeds.
that of the flaves food. "“This appears by the evidence
to be fubject to no rule. On fome eftates they are
allowed land, which they cultivate for themfelves at the
times mentioned above, but they.have no provifions als
allowed them, except perhaps a fmall prefent of falt fith
or beef, or falt pork, at Chriftmas. On others they are
allowed provifions, but no land: and on others again
they are allowed land -and provifions jointly. W ithout
enumerating the different ratios mentioned to be allowed
them by the different evidences, it may be fufficient to
take the higheft. The beft allowance is evidently at
Barbadocs, and the following is the account of it. The
flaves in general, fays General Tottenham, appeared to
be ill fed: each flave had a pint of grain for twenty-four
hours, and fometimes half a rotten herring when to be
had. When the herrings were unfic far the whites, they
were bought up by the planters for the flaves. Mr.
Davis fays, that on.thofe eftates in Barbadoes where he
has feen the flaves allowance dealt out, a grown negro
had nine pints of corn, and about one pound of falt fifh
a week, but the grain of the Weft-Indies is much lighter
than wheat. He is of opinion, that in general they were
too fparingly fed. 'The Dean of Middieham alfo men-
tions nine pints per week as the quantity given, but that
he has known mafters abridge it in the time of crop.
This is the greateft allowance mentioned throughout the
whole of the evidence, and this is one of the cafes in
which the flaves had provifions but no land. Whete, on
the other hand, they have land and no provifions, all the
evidences agree that it is quite ample to their fupport, but
that they have not fufficient time to cultivate it. Theig
lands too are often at the diftance of three miles from their
houfes,. and Mr. Giles thinks the flaves were often fo
fatigued by the labour of the week as fearcely to be capable
of working in them on Sunday for their own ufe. 1t is alfo
mentioned as a great hardthip, that often when they had
cleared thefe lands, their mafter has taken them away for
canes, giving them new wood-land in their ftead, to be
cleared afrefhy “This circumftance, together with the

‘H removal
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Their Food. removal of their houfes, many of them have fo taken to
heart, as to have died.

Whether or no their food may be confidered as fuf-
ficienf in general for .their fupport, may be better feen
from the following than the preceding account. Mr.
Cook fays that they have not fufficient food. He has
known both Africans and * Creoles eat the putrid carcafes
of animals, and is convinced they did it through want.
Mr. J. Terry has known them, on eftates where they
have been 'wo;fz fed than on others, eat the putrid carcafes
of animals alfo. Dead mules, horfes, and cows, fays
Mr. Coor, were all burnt under the infpe¢tion of a white
man. Had they been buried, the negroes would have
dug them up in the night to eat them through hunger.
It was generally faid to be done to prevent the negroes
from eating them, left it fhould breed diftempers.

Befides thefe, there are proofs of a different nature.
Giles, Coor, Captain Giles, Captain Smith, Davifon,
Duncan, Harrifon, and Dalrymple, agree, that many of
the flaves in the Weft-Indies were thieves, but they all
agree alfo in afferting, that they ftole in confequence of
hunger, or being ill fed.  The ufual objefts of their theft
are {aid by Terry, Clappefon, Duncan, Harrifon, and the
Dean of Middleham, to be provifions or food. Where
they were well fed, on the other hand, fay Davifon and
Captain Giles, they + did not fleal, and, where they were
ill fed, fay Terry and Duncan, they ftole at the very
hazard of their lives. 'The Dean of Middleham and
Harrifon confirm this, by ftating that feveral in confe-
quence of attempting to fteal provifions, have been

% All thofe born in the iflands, are called Creoles. Some have attributed
the eating of the putrid carcafes of animals to the witiatcd tafle of the flaves,
contra&ed in rheir owm country, but the circumflance of thofe eating them,
who are born in the iflands, totally difproves the allegation, and points
out the real caufe as afligned above,

-+ There is a faying in the Weft Indies, ¢ that you never fee a negro
but you fee a thief;”—a faying which has'a tendency to hurt the negroes
in the eftimation of thofe who hear ity but which it is ealy to explain
from the above accounts.

brought
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brought home wounded, and almoft cut to picces, by
the watchmen.

On the fubje& of their clothing, there is the fameTheir
variation as to quantity as in their food. It depends onChrbings
the difpofition and circumftances of their mafters. The
largett allowance in the evidence is that which is men-
tioned by Dr. Harrifon. The men, he fays, at Chriftmas,
are allowed two frocks, and two pair of Ofnaburgh
trowfers, and the women two coats and two fhifts apiece.
Some alfo have two handkerchiefs for the head. They
have no other clothes than thefe, except they get them by
their own extra labour. 'Woolrich and Coor agree, that
as far as their experience went, the mafters did not expend
for the clothing of their flaves more than half a crown
or three fhillings a year; and Cook fays that they are in
general but very indifferently clothed, and that one half of
them go almoft naked in the field.

With refpe& to their houfes and lodging, the accountsTheir Houfess
of the three following gentlemen will fuffice.

Mr. Woolrich ftates their houfes to be fmall fquare
huts, built with poles, and thatched at the top and fides
with a kind of bamboo, and built by the flaves themfelves.
He defcribes them as lying in the middle of thefe huts
before a {mall fire, but to have no bedding. Some, he
fays, obtain a board or mat to lie on before the fire.
A few of the head-flaves have cabins of boards raifed
from the floor, but no bedding, except fome, who have
a coarfe blanket.

The Reverend Mr. Rees, defcribing their houfes nearly
in the fame manner, obferves that their furniture confifts
of ftools and benches, that they had po beds or bedding
in the houfes he was in, but that fome of them flept on
the ground, and others on a board raifed from it.

Some of the new flaves, fays Dr. Harrifon, have a few
blankets, but it is not the general pratice: for in general

they have no bedding at all.
H 2 Of
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Ofghe property of the field flaves, (the next article
to be confidered) the following teftimonies will give a
fufficient illuftration,

. Many field flaves, fays-Mr. Woolrich, have it not in
their power to earn any thing, exclufive of their mafter’s
work. . Some few raile fowls, and fome tew pigs, and fell
them, but their number is very few.

Mir. Dalrymple does not fay, that flaves never become
offefled of much property, but he never knew an inftance
of ity nor can he conceive how they can have time for it

The Dean of Middleham obferves, that the quantity
of ground allowed to field flaves for raifing provifions
does not. admit of their frequently poflefling any confider-
able property, It is not likely they can fpare much of
their produce for fale. Sometimes they poflefs a pig, and
two or three fowls, and if they have alfo a few plantain
trees, thefe may be the means of fupplying them with
knives, iron pots, and f(uch other conveniences as their
matfters do not allow them.

The .greateft property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a
field flave to polle(s was two pigs, and a lictle poultry,
A field flave has ot the means of getting winch pioj

ity

M. J. Terry has known the field flaves o poor as #s¢
¥ be.able.to have poultry. They were not allowed to keep

-theep,on any eftate he knew. On fome they might kecp

two or three goats, but very few allowed it.  Some leep
pigs and poultry, if able to buy any.

To thefe teftimonies it may be added, that all the
evidences, to whem the queftion has been propofed, agree
in anfwering, that they never knew nor heard of a field
flave ever amafling fuch a fum, as enabled him to purchafe
bis own frecdom.

With tefpeé to the artificers, fuch as houfe-carpenters,
coopers, and mafons, and the drivers and head-flaves,
who
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"who form the remaining part of the plantation flaves, 72,
they are defcribed as having in general a more certain Propersy,
allowance of provifions, and as being better off.

Having now defcribed the ftate of the plantation, it Simation of
will be proper to fay a few words on that of the u-and- ¢ li-and-
Out-dosr flaves. The In-door flaves, or domeftics, are ”S}i'f;.".
allowed by all the evidences to be better clothed, and lefs
worked than the athers, and invariably to look better.
Some, however, complain of their being much pinched
for food,* and the women often fo as to be driven to
proftitution, but the geacral account is that they are
better fed than the field fiaves.  Their life, however, is
defcribed to be often wretched by being continually under
the eye of their mafters and miftrefles, and thercfore
continually fubjedt to be teized and mortified at their
caprice, fo that Forfter, (as will be explained hereafter)
thinks their fituation even harder in this refpe@ than that
of the fleld flaves, and Coor has known many of them
wifh to be fent into the ficld.

With refped to the Qut-door flaves, feveral perfons,
who have a few flaves, and little work, allow them to
work out, and oblige them to bring home three or four
bits a day. The fituation of thefe is confidered to be
very hard, for they are often unable to find work, and to
earn the ftated fum, and yet, if they fail, theyare feverely

unithed. Mr. Clappelon has known them fteal grafs,
and fell it, to make up the fum required.

In this defcription may be ranked fuch as follow the
occupation of porters.  Thefe are allawed to work out,
and at the end of the week obliged to bring home to their
mafters a certain weekly fum. Their fituation is much
aggravated by having no fixed rates. I fays + Forfter,
on being offered too little for their work they remontftrate,
they are often beaten, and receive nothing, and fhould

# Some give them one, two, or three bits a week to maintain themfelves
upon, but the mode of feeding them, as well as their allowance, is fubjeét
to no rule,

o ' 4 Mr, Forfier fpeaks of Antigua.
they
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-,S'bfm;ffw ;f theyvrefufe the next call from the fame per'('on, they are
',,i_d';:" " fummoned before a magiftrate, and punithed on the

Slaves.  parade for refufal, and he has known them fo punithed.

To the fame defcription belong thofe unhappy females,
who have leave to go out for proltitution, and are obliged
to bring their owners a certain payment per week.
Handfoine women are expefed to bring home more
money than the ordinary. They are punifbed if they
return without the full wages of their proftitution.

Ordinary Having now defcribed the'labour, food, clothing, houfes,
;”,’,’”{”g};’;’; property, and different kinds of employment of the plan-
& the Whip tation, as well as the fituation of the In-and-out-door
& Cogfhin. flaves, as far as the evidence will warrant, it may be

proper to advert to their punifhments ; and, firft, to thofe

that are inflicted by the cowfkin or the whip.

In the towns many people have their flaves flogged upon
their own premiffes, in which cafe it is performed by a
man, who is paid for it, and who goes round the town
in queft of delinquents. But thofe, fays Mr. H. Rofs,
who do not chufe to difturb their neighbours with the
flaves cries, fend them to the wharfs or gaol, where
they are corre&ted alfo by perfons paid. At other times
they are whipped publickly round the town, and at others
tied down, or made to ftand in fome publick place, and
receive it there. '

When they are flogged on the wharfs, to which they
go for the convenience of the cranes and weights, they
are defcribed by H. Refs, Morley, Jeffieys, Towne, and
Captain Scott, to have their arms tied to the books of the
craney and weights of fifty-fix pounds applied to their feet.
In this fituation the crane is wound up, fo that it lifts
them nearly from the ground, and keeps them in a
ftretched pofture, when the whip or cow-fkin is ufed.
After this they are again whipped, but with ebony bufbes
(which are more prickly than the thorn bufhes in this
country) in order to let out the congealed blood, Captain
Scott, defcribing it, fays, that he faw a white man

: purfue
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purfue 2 negro into the water, bring him out, and take Ordinary
him to the wharf, where he had him hung up to a crane punifbments -
by the hands, which were tied together, and weights tied‘z:ﬁ: f,’,ff'“_
to his feet.  When thus hoifted up, but fo as fill toé’cmjkiz
touch the ground, another negro was ordered to whip

him with a prickly buth. He walked away from the
difagreeable fight. The next day he faw the fame ne-

gro lying on the ‘beach, and, with the affifftance of
another, taking the prickles out of his breech, feem-

ingly fwelled -and bloody. The negro affigned as a

reafon for the whipping, the wharfinger thought be bad

Said too long on an errand.

Refpeéting the whippings in gaol and round the town,
Dr. Harrifon thought them too fevere to be infliGted on
any of the human fpecies. He attended a man, who
had been flogged in gaol, who was ill in confequence five
or fix weeks. It was by his mafter’s order for not coming
when be was called.  He cocld lay two or three fingers
in the wounds made by the whip.

On the other mode General Tottenham obferves, that
he was at a planter’s houfe when the Jumper came.” He
heard him afk the mafter, if he had any commands for
him. ‘The Mafter replied, No. The Jumper then
afked the Miftrefs, who replied, Yes. She directed
him to take out two very' decent women, who attended
at table, and to give each of them a dozen lathes. Ge-
neral Tottecnham expoftulated with her, but in vain.
They were taken out to the publick parade, and he had
the curiofity to go with them. The Jumper carried a
long whip like our waggoners. He ordered one of the
women to turn her back, and to take up her clothes
entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the breecch, Every
ftroke” brought fleth from her.  She behaved with
aftonithing fortitude. After the punifhment, fhe, ac-
cording to cuftom, curtefied and thanked him : the other
had the fame punifhment, and behaved in the fame way.

The punithments in the country by means of the
whip and cow-fkin appear to differ, except in one in-
ftance,
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Ordinary pu~ftdnce; from thofe which haye been mentioned of 52

niftments of

the flaves by LOWNs

the Whip

aud Gowfhin. It is ufual for thofe, fays Mr. Codr, who do not come

into the field in time to be punifhed. In this cafe a few
fteps before they join the gang they throw down the hoe,
clap both hands on ' their -heads, and patiently take ten,
fiftcen, or twenty lathes,

The mode of punithment, as feen by Captain Smith
and feveral others (and which is the general mode) was
as follows :~A negro was firetched on his belly on the
ground, with a flave to hold each hand and leg, or each
hand and leg was faftened to a ftake. The punithment
was inflicted by a negro with a long whip tapering from
the fize of a man’s thumb to a'(mall laths At every
ftroke a piece of flefh was drawn out, and that with
much unconcern to the direGor of the punifhment.

There is another mode defcribed by Mr.- Coor:
Abouteight o’clock, fays he, the overfeer goes to break-
faft, and if he has any criminals at home, he orders a
black-man to follow himj for it is then ufual to take
fuch out of the ftocks, and flog them before the overs
feer’s houfe, The method is generally this :—The de-
linquent is ftripped and tied on a ladder, his legs on the
fides and his arms above his head, and fometimes a rope
is tied round his middle. The driver whips him on the
bare: {kin, and if the overfeer thinks he does not lay it on
hard enough, he fometimes' knocks him down with his
own hand, or makes him- change places with the delin=
quent, and be feverely whipped. Mr. Coor has known
many receive on the ladder, from one hundred to one
hundred and fifty lathes, and fome two cool hundreds, as
they are generally called, He has known many return=
ed to confinement, and in one, two or three days,
brought to the ladder, and receive the fame compliment,
or thereabouts, as before. They feldom take them off
the ladder, until all the fkin, from the hams to the
fmall of the back, appears only raw fleth and blood, and
then they wafh the parts “with - falt- pickle,- This. ap-

peared
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peared to him, from the convulfions it occafioned, more Ordinary pus
cruel than the whipping, but it was done to prevent mor- :,'/'/,}',J",'"m
tification. He has known many after fuch whipping fent Siaves by rhe
to the field under a guard and worked all day, with no g’"-’»"Pk_ﬂh'd
food but what their friends might give them, out of their “**"*
own poor pittance. He has known them returned to the

flocks at night, and worked next day, fucceffively. This

cruel whipping, hard working, and ftarving has, to his
knowledge, made many commit fuicide. ~He remem-

bers fourteen flaves, who, from bad treatment, rebelled

on a Sunday, ran into the woods, and all cut their

throats together.

In fpeaking of the punithments of the {laves by means.
of the whip and cowfkin, it is impoffible to pafs over
the frequency and feverity of them as defcribed in the
evidence, as well as the lengths to which fome of their
owners go, upon thefe occafions.

On the frequency of thefe punifhments fomething may be F"‘?,’_’“’E}f
‘deduced from the different expreflions which the different :;,,f}',z
evidences adopt according to their different opportuni- nifbments.
ties of obfervation, - Many of the field flaves are faid by
Duncan, Dalrymple, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to be
marked with the whip. A4 great proportion of them is the
term ufed by Captain Wilfon. That they are marked
commonly or generally, or that the generality of them are
marked, are the cxpreflions agreed in by the Dean of
Middleham, Lieutenant Simpfon, Captain Rofs, Captain
Hall (navy) Captain Giles, Captain Smith, and Lieu=
tenant Davifon.  The greater part of them, fays Jeffreys,
mofl of thém, fay Coor and Woolrich, bear the marks of'
the whip. Thefe marks again, fays Giles, you will find
on almeft all the weaker part of the gang ; and Falcon-
bridge, General Tottenham, and "Lowne, agree in fay-,
ing, either that they hardly ever' faw any, or that wery
few were to be feen without fcars or other marks of the.

whip.

With refpe& to the feverity of thefe punithments, it
may be thewn by defcribing the nature of. the inftru-
ment
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ment with which they are inflifted, and the power it
has, and the effet it produces wherever it is ferioufly
applied.

The whip, fays Woolrich, is generally made of plaited
cowfkin, with a thick ftrong Iath. It is fo formidable
an inftrument in the hands of fome of the overfeers, that
by means of it they can take the fkin off a horfe’s back.
He has heard them boaft of laying the marks of it in a
deal board, and he has feen it done.  On its application
on a flave’s back he has feen the blood fpurt gut imme-
diately on the firft ftroke.*

1 Nearly the fame account of its conftruction is given
by other evidences, and its power and effeéts are thus
deferibed..  Atevery ftroke, fays Captain Smith, @ piece
?’ﬂe/b was drawn out. Dalrymple avers the fame thing.

t will even bring blood through the breeches, fays J. Terry;
aud fuch is the effufion of blood on thofe occafions,
adds Fitzmaurice, as to make their frocks, if immedi-
ately put on,.appear as fliff as buckram; and Coor ob-
ferves, that at his firft going to Jamaica, a fight of @ com-~
mon flogging would put him iz a tremble, fo that he did not
Jeel vight for the reft of the day. It is obferved alfo by Dr.
Harrifon and the Dean of Middleham, that the incifions
are fometimes fo deep that you may lay your fingers in the
wounds. There are allo wheals, fays Mr. Coor, from
their hams to the fmall of their backs.  "Fhefe wheals, cuts,
or marks, are defcribed by Captain Thompfon, Dean of
Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and General Tottenham, as
indelibley as lah/ting to old age, or as fuch as no time can erafz
and Woolrich has often feen their backs one undifiin-
guifled mafs of lumps, holes, and furrows.

* The military whip, fays General Tottenham, cuts the fkin, whereas
that for the ncgroes cuts out the fleth,

+ Dr. Jackfon and others mention anether kind of whipin ufe, which
they defcribe to be like what our waggoners ufc, and to be thrown at the
diftance of three or four paces, which the former obferves greatly increafes
the weight of the lathes. To this whip Captain Cook alludes, when he
fa{s, a dextrous flogger could ftrike fo cxadly as to lodge the point of the .
lath juft within the fleth, where it would remain till picked out wizk his
finger and thumb, .

As
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As farther proofs of the feverity of thefe punifhments Frequonsys
by the whip or cowfkin, the following fa&s may be ad- ;’;‘l’bf‘ff‘;”'{
duced. Duncan and Falconbridge have known them nimmenss. |
fo whipped that they could not lie down.  Fitzmaurice has
often 'known pregnant women fo feverelé whipped as
to have mifcarried in confequence of it. Clappefon alfo
knew .a pregnant woman whipped and delivered on the
Jpot. Davifon was once fent for to a woman flave,
who mifcarried from fevere flogging, when both fhe and
the child died. He knew alfo a new negro girl die of a
mortification of her wounds two days after the whipping
had taken place. A cafe finilar to the laft is alfo men--
tioned by Mr. Rees. Finding one day in his walks
a woman lying down and groaning, he underftood from
her that fhe had been fo feverely whipped for running
away, that the could hardly move from the place where
fhe was.  Her left fide, where fhe had been moft whip-
ped, appeared in a mortifying flate, and almofi covered
with worms. He relieved her, as fhe was hungry, and
in a day or two afterwards going to. vifit her again,
Jound fhe was dead and buried. 'To mention other in-
ftances : a planter {“Zagged bis driver te death, and even
boafted of it to the perfon from whom Mr. Dalrymple
had the account. Captain’ Hall alfo (of the navy)
knows by an inftance that fell under his eye, that a
Slave’s death may be occafioned by fevere punifhment. Dr,
Jackfon thinks alfo fevere whippings are fometimes the
occafion of their death. He recolle@s 2 negro dying un-
der the lafby ox foon afterwards ; and Captain Rofs avers,
that they ofien die in a few days after their fevere punith-
ments, for having but little food, and little care being
taken to keep the fores clean after the whipping, their
their death is often the confequence.

Having now colleCted what is faid on the punifhments Ftradi-
by the whip and cowfkin, it will be proper to mention nary punifb=
thofe other modes with which the evidence prefents us, mentsofmary
Thefe, however, are not eafily. fubjed to a divifion from %"
the great variety of their kinds, :

1, Captain Cook, fpeaking of the towns, fays, he
has been fhocked to fee a girl of fixteen or feventeen,
I2 a domeftick
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Essardi- 2 domieftick flave, running in the fireets on her ordinary
nary punifi-bufinels with an iron collar, having. two hooks projecting
Z";:“’f"’“’b' ' feveral inches bath \before and bebind. .
nase
Captain Rofs, {peaking of the country, has known
Alaves feverely punilhed, then put into the flocks, a catile
chain of fixty or feventy pounds weight put on them,
and a large collar about their necks, and a weight of fifty-
fix pounds.faltened to the chain when they were drove
a-field. 2 .

Mr. Cook ftates that, when runaways are brought in,
they are generally feverely flogged, and fometimes have
an Zron boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar
round their neck. ‘I'he chain is locked, the collar faf-
tened on by @ rivet. 'When the collar is with three pro-
Jeclions, it is impoffible for them to lie down to fleep : even
with twoy they muft lie uneafily. He has feen collars with
Jour_ projsélions.  He never knew any injury from -the
chain and collar, but feverely galling their necks. He
has, however, known a negro lofe his leg from wearing the
#ron boot, :

2.. Mr. Dalrymple, in June 1789, faw a negrefs
brought to St. George’s, Gienada, to have her fingers
cut off.  She had committed a fault, and ran away to
avoid punithment ; but being taken, her mafter fufpend-
ed ber by the bands, flogged and .cut her cruelly on the
back, belly, breaft, and. thighs, and then left her fufpend-
ed till her fingers mortified.  In this ftate Mr Dalrymple
faw her at Dr. Gilpin’s houfe. i

3. Captain Rofs has feen a negro woman, in Ja-
maica, flogged with ebony bufbes (much worle than our
own thorn-buthes) fo that the fin of her back was taken
offs down to her heels. She was then turned round ‘and
flogged from her breaft down to her waiff, and in con-
fequence he faw her afterwards walking upon all fours, and
unable to get up,

4. Captain
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4. Captain Cook being an. a vifit to General Extraordi-

Frere at an eftate of his in Barbadoes, and riding one ,’;’3,’{’:}'%
morning. with the General and. two other officers, they &inds.” . ,
faw near a houfe, upon a dunghill, a naked negro nearly
JSupendeds by ftrings from his.elbows backwards, to the bough

of a trecy, with bis feet barely upon the ground, and an iron

weight round his neck, at leaft, to appearance of 141b.
weight: and thus witiout one crcature near him,.or ap-
parently near the houfe, was this wretch left expofed to

the noon-day fun. Returning a few hours ajter, they found

him ftill in the fame flate,and would have releafed him, but

for the advice of General Frere, who had an eftate in the
neighbourhood. = The - gentlemen,. through difguft,
thortened their vifit, and:returned the next morning.

5. Lieutenant Davifon and Mr. Woolrich men-
tion the thumb-ferew, and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Rofs,
Mr. Clappefon, and Dr. Harrifon, mention the pictet,
as inftruments of punifhment. A negro man, in
Jamaica, fays Dr. Harrifon, was put on the picket {o long
'as to caxfe a mortification of bis foot and hand, on {ufpicion
of robbing his mafter, a publick officer, of a fum of
money, which it afterwards appeared, the mafler had taken
himfelf. Yet the mafter was privy to the punifhment,
and the flave had no compenfation. He was punithed
by order of the mafler, who did not then chufe to make it
known that be bimfelf had made ufe of the money.

6. Jeffreys, Captain Rofs, M. Terry, and Coor,
mention the cutting off of ears, as another {pecies of pu-
nithment. The laft gentleman gives the following in-
ftance in Jamaica. One of the houfe-girls having broken
a platey or fpilt a cup of tea, the do&or, (with whom Mr.
Coor boarded) nailed her ear to a pgft. Mr. Coor re-
monftrated with him in vain. They went to bed, and
left her there. In the morning the was gone, having
torn the bead of the nail through her ear. She was foon
brought back, and when Mr. Coor came to breakfaft,
he found the had been very feverely whipped by the doGtor,
who i his fury, clipped both her ears of clofe to her bm'td}:

wi
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Fxtririfi- 'with ' pair of large feiffars, and fhe was fent to pick

oy
‘g 1208

prinie feeds out of cotton, among three or four more, emaciated
e

by his cruelties, until they were fit for nothing elfe.

7. Mr. M. Cook, while in Jamaica, knew a run-
away [lave brought in, with part of a turkey with
him, which he had ftolen, and which, Mr. Cook thinks,
be had flolen from bungery as be was nothing but fkin and
bone.  His mafter immediately made two negroes hold
him down, and with a hammer and a punch, &nocked out
two of his upper, and two of his under teeth.

. Mr. Dalrymple was informed by a young woman flave,

in Grenada, who had no teeth, that her miftrefs had,
with her own hands, pulled them out, and given her a
fevere flogging befides, the marks of which fhe then
bore. This relation was confirmed by feveral town’s
people of whom he inquired concerning it.

8. Mr. Jeffereys has feen flaves with one of
their bands off, which he underftood to have been cut off
Sor bifting it up againft a white man. Captain Lloyd allo
faw at Mrs. Winne’s at Mammee Bay in Jamaica, a
female flave, with but one hand only, the other having
been cut off for the fame offence.” Mrs. Winne had
endeavoured to prevent the amputation, but in vain, for
her indented white weman could not be diffuaded from
fwearing that the {lave had ftruck her, and the band was
accordingly cut off.

9. Captain Giles, Do&or Jackfon, Mr. Fitzmau-
rice, and Mr. M. Terry, have feen negroes whofe
degs had been cut offy by their mafier’s orders, for running
away, and Mr. Dalrymple gives the following account :
A French planter, fays he, in the Englith ifland of Gre-
nada, fent for a furgeon to cut off the leg of a negro who
bhad ran away.  On the furgeon’s refufing to do it, the
planter took ar iron bar, and broke the leg in picces, and then
the furgeon cut it of.  This planter did many fuch a&s
of cruelty, and all with impunity.

10. Mr.
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~ 10. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions, among other in- Exrewnd- .
ftances of cruelty, that of dropping hot lead upon negroes, f:z‘f;:f;
which he often faw practifed by a planter of the name of kd..
Ruthie, during his refidence in Jamaica. :

11.  Mr. Hercules Rofs, hearing one day, in Jamai-
ca, from an inclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch
under torture, he looked through, and faw a young fe-
male fufp nded by the wrifis to a treey fwinging to and fro.
Her toes could barely touch the ground,and her body was
exceedingly agitated. - The fight rather confounded him,
as there was no'whipping, and the mafter was juft by feem-"
ingly motionlefs ; but, en looking more attentively, he faw
in his hand a_flick of fire, which he beid jo as occafionally
to touch her about her private parts as fhe {wung. - He
continued this torture with unmoved countenance, until
Mr. H. Rofs, calling on him to defift, and throwing ftones
at him over the ‘ence, ftopped it. : :

12. Mr. Fitzmaurice once found Rufhie, the Ja-’
maica planter before mentioned, iz the acl of hanging
@ negro.  Mr., Fitzmaurice begued leave to intercede, 26
he was doing an aétion that, in a few minutes, he would
repent of. Rufhie, upon this, being .a paffionate man,
ordered him off his eftate. Mor, Fitzmaurice accord-
ingly went, but returned early the next morning, before
Rufﬁie was up, and going into the curing-houfe, beheld
the fame negro lying dead upon a board. Itwas notorious
that Ruthie had killed many of his negroes, and deftroyed’
them (o faft, that he was obliged to fell his eftate.—
Captain Rofs fays alfo, that there war,a certain planter
in the fame ifland, who had hanged a negro on a poft, clofe
to bis houfe, and in three years deftroyed forty negroes,
out of fixty, by feverity.* The reft of the conduét of
this planter, as defcribed by Captain Rofs, was, after a
debate, cancelled by the Committee of the Houfe of
Commons who took the evidence, as containing cir-
cumftances too horrible to be given to the world : and

#* It is not improbable, but that Captain Rofs, and .Mr. Fitzmaurioe,
allude te the fame perfon.

therefore
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Extraordi- : therefore - the -reader will find- their places fupplied ;by
:;:;yuff"%,by afterifks, in the evidence at large.

ndse 2 -

' 13. On Shrewfbury eftate, in Jamaica, fays Mr.
Coor, the overfcer fent for a {lave, and in talking
with- him, he hattily-firuck him on the head, with a fmall
hangery and gave Z:'m two flabs about the waift. The
flave faid, « Overfeer, you have killed me.”” He puthed:
him out of the piazza., The flave went home, and
died that night. He was buried, and no more faid about
it.—A manager of an.eftate fays, Mr.Woolrich, in Tor-
tola, whofe owner did not refide on the ifland, fitting at
dinner, in a fudden refentment at his cook, went direGly
to his fword, and ran the negro woman through the body,
and fbe died upon the floor immediately,. and the negroes
were called in to take her away and bury her.

14. .Mr. Giles recolle&s feveral fhocking in-
ftances of punifhment. In particular, on ‘the eftate
where he lived, in Montferrat, the driver at day-break
once informed the overfeer, that one of four er five
negroes, chained in the dungeon, would not rife. He
accompanied the overfeer to the dungeon, who fet the
others that were in the chain to drag him out, and not
rifing when out, he ordered a bunale of cane-trafh to be
put round himy and fet fire to. As he fill did not rife,
he had a {mall foldering iron heated, and thruf? between bis
teeth. As the man did not yet rife, he had the chain-
taken off; and fent him to the hofpital, where he languifbed
fome days and died.

15. An overfeer, on the eftate where- Mr. J..
Terry was in Grenada, (Mr. Coghlan) threw a flave
into zhe boiling cane-juice, who died in four days. Mr. J..
Terry was told of this by.the owner’s:fon, by the car-
penter, and by many flaves on the eftate, He has heard
it often, : ;

16. Mr. Woolrich fays a negro ran away from a
planter in Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted.
‘The overfeer having orders to take him dead or a/x'w,.la-

while
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while after found him in one of his huts, faft afleep, i Exrdordi-
the day time, and_fhot him through the body. The negro ’;:’[ZJP"'I’{I’T
jumping up, faid, « What, you kill me afleep ;- and /c,-,,d,_qf”'J
dropped dead immediately. The overfeer ook off bis

bead, and carried it to the owner. Mr. Woolrich knew

another inftance in the fame ifland. = A planter, offended

with his waiting man, a mulatto, fteppéd fuddenly to Ais.

gun, on which the man ran offy but his mafter jbet him

through the head with a fingle ball, T

From the above accounts; there are no lefs than fixtegn Tée part
forts of extraotdinary punifhments, which the imagina= » M’:n
tion has invented in the moments of paflion and caprice. b 7,‘,’",';,"}_/;
It is much to be lamented, that there are others in the punifomentss
evidence not yet mentioned. But as it-is neceffary to in-
fert a new head, under which will be explained the concern
which the very * women take, both in the erdinary and
extraordinary punifhments of the flaves, ‘and as fome: of
the latter not yet mentioned are infeparably connected
with it, it was thought proper to cite them under this
new divifton rather than continue them under the old.

It will appear extraordinary to the reader, that .many
women, living in the colonies, thould not only ¢rdér; and
often fuperintend, but fometimes actually inflic with their
own hands fome fevere punithments upon their flaves, and
that thefe fhould not always bé women of a low order,
but frequently of refpeciability and rank:

In the inftance of whipping, mentioned by General
Tottenham, (p. 63) we find the order for it given by
the wifz of a planter, whom the General was vifiting,
though the hufband had declined it on his part. -4 lady
is reprefented by Mr. Cook as having her domeftics
flogged every Monday morning. Capt. Cooke reprefents
& woman of refpeciable condition as fending her fervant to

* The Editor feels a relu&ance in mentioning women on this occafion,
but when he confiders how much the explanation of their conduét will
fhew the iniquity of the fyfiem of flavery, and its bancful influence on
thofe moft difpofed to benevolence and compafiion, he feels it a duty to
preceed inthe narration without any farther apology.
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‘be flogged for @ miftake only. Lieutenant Davifon has
“‘often known the miftrefs fend her domeftics to be pu-

nithed, and without telling them for what. He has feen

a flave alfo, both whofe nofirils had been flit by her mifire[s’s

ordery who was of fome confequence, being the wife of the
Chief Engineer of thetifland, and he alfo remembers a
new negro girl, flogged by the order of her miftrefs, who
died in two days afterwards of her wounds.

Lieutenant Davifon, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jackfon,
all agree, that it was common for ladies of refpeciability and
rank to fuperintend the punifbments of their flaves. Con-
formably with this, we find Dr. Harrifon ftating to the
Committee, that a negro, in Jamaica, was flogged to
death by her miiftrefs’s order, who ftood by to fee the
punifhment. Lieutenant Davifon alfo ftates, that in the
fame ifland, he has feen feveral negro girls at work with
the needle, -in the prefence of their miftrefles, with a
thumb-fcrew on their left thumbs, and he has feen the

"blood gufh out from the ends of them. FHe has alfo feen

a negro girl made to kneel with her bare kriees on peb-
bles, and to work there at the fame time ; a fort of punifh-
‘ment, he fays, among the domeftics, which he knows to
‘be in'common ufe.

On the fubje& of women becoming the executioners
of their own fury, Do&or Jackfon obferves, that the firft
thing that fhocked him in Jamaica was a creole lady, of

Jome confequence, fuperintending the puniftment of her flaves,
male and female, ordering the number of lafbes, and, with
her own bands, flogging the negro driver, if he did nat

punifb properly.

Capt. Cook relates, that two young ladies of -fortune,
in Barbadoes, fifters, one of whom was difpleafed at the
pregnancy of a female flave belonging to the other, by
the fon of the furgeon attending the eftate, proceeded to
fome very derogatory acts of cruelty. #ith their own
garters they tied the young woman neck and heels, and
then beat ber almoft to death with the heels of their thoes.
One of her eyes continued a long while afterwards in

danger
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danger of being loft. They after this continued to ufe The pary
her ill, confining and degrading her. ~Captain Cook 2 /.
came in during the beating, and was an eye witnefs to it sake in shefe

himfelf. punifbmeritse

Captain C({ok ftates farther, that he faw a2 woman,
named Rachel Lauder, beat a female flave moft unmer-
cifully. Having bruifed her head almoft to a jelly, with
the heel of her thoe, fhe threw her with great force on
the feat of the child’s neceffary, and then tried to flamp
ber head through the hole, and would have murdered her,
if not prevented by two officers. The girl’s crime was
the not bringing money enough from on board fhip,
where the was fent by her miftrefs, for the purpofe of
proftitution.

Lieutenant Davifon ftates, in his evidence, that the
clergyman’s wife at Port Royl, was remarkably cruel.
She ufed to drop hot fealing wax on her negroes, after
flogging them. He was fent for as furgeon to one of
them, whofe breaft was terribly burnt with fealing wax.
He was alfo once called in to'a woman flave, who had
been tied up all night by her hands, and had been abufed
with cayenne pepper, by the fame miftrefs, and in a way
too horrid and indecent to mention. He lived next door,
he ftates alfo, to a wather-woman at Port Royal, who
was almoft continually flogging her negroes. = He has
often gone in and remonttrated againft her cruelty, when
he has feen the negro women chained to the wafhing-tubs,
almoft naked, with their thighs and backs in a gore of bloed,
from flogging. He could mention various other capricious
punifhments, if neceffary.

Mr. Forfter, examined on the fame fubje&, fays he
has knowri a creole woman, in Antigua, drop kot fealing
wax on a girl’s back, after a flogging. He and many
others faw a young woman of fortune and charafer
flogging a negro man very feverely with her own hands.
Many fimilar inftances he could relate if neceffary. They
are almoft innumerable among the domeftick flaves,

K2 If
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If-it! fhould be afked for what offences the different
punifiments now cited have taken place, the following
anfwer may be given. '

The flaves appear to have been punifhed, as far as can
be afcertained from the evidence under the head of ordi-
nary. punifhments, for not coming into the ficld i time,
not picking a fufficient quantity of grafs, not appearing
willing to work, when in fa& fick and not able, for ftaying
too long on an errand, for not coming immediately when
calledy- for not bringing home- (the women) the full
weekly fum enjoined by their owners, for running awayy
and for zheft, to which they were ofien driven by hunger.

Under the head of ¢ extraordinary punifhments,” fome
appear to have fuffered for running away, or for lifting
up'a hand againft 2 white man, or for breaking a plate,
of Jpilling a cup of teay ot to extort confzffion. Others
again in the moments of fudden refentment, and one on 2
diabolical pretext, which ‘the mafter held out to the
world to ¢onceal his owir villainy, and which he knew to be.

falfe.

Under the head of ¢ the part which the very women
take in thefe punifhments,’” a female flave is punifhed for
being found pregnant ;- another for not brihging home the
Jull wages of profiitution another for jealoufy on the part
of her-miftrefs; others again from an opinzon that flaves
<ould not be managed without feverity; and others in the
moments of paflion; without even the allegation of a fault.
In fhort, it appears that they are often punifhed as caprice.
and paffion dictates, and to fuch lengths do people ga
whofe minds are depraved by the exercife of unlimited
powery that we find an inftance in the evidenge, rélated
gy:Dr. Harrifon; (who knows alfo others of thie kind) of'
a man ‘buying a negro, who belonged to another man,
but who'mimickeéd him, for the purpofe of gratifying his
revenge.  After having bought hifn, he ordered him ta
be punifhed, and 'the confequence was, that the fave cut
bis own throat, o '

On
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On the fubje® of capital offences and punifhinents, 4 Caphal O
man and a woman flave are mentioned to have beeﬁfi"“.‘ ad
o , _ " Punifbmensé,
hanged, the man for * running away, and the woman
for having fecreted him. The Dean of Middl¢ham faw
two inftances of flaves being gibbetted alive in chains,
but he does not fay for what, only that this is the punifh-
ment for enormous crimes: and Mr. Jefferys, the only
other perfon who fpeaks on this fubje&, fays, that he
was in one of the iflands, when fome of the flaves mur<
dered a white man, and deftroyed fome property on the
eftate. The execution of thele he defcribes as follows :

He was prefent, he fays, at the execution of feveni
negroes in Tobago, in the year 1774, whofe right arms
were chopped off : they were then dragged to feven
ftakes, and a fire, cqnﬁ(zling of trath and dry wood, was
lighted about them. They were there burnt to death.
He does not remember hearing one of them murmur,
complain, cry, or do any thing that indicated fear. One
of them in particular, named Chubb, was taken in the
woods that morning, was tried about noon, and was
thus executed with the reft in the evening. Mor. Jeffreys
ftood clofe by Chubb, when his arm was cut off. He
ftretched his arm out, and laid it upon the block, pulled
up the fleeve of his fhirt, with more coolnefs than he,
(Mr. Jefferys) fhould have done, if he had been to be
let blood. He afterwards would not fuffer himfelf to be
dragged to the ftake, as the others had been, but got
upon his feet, and walked to it. As he was going
to the ftake, he turned about, and addrefled himfelf to
Mr. Jeftreys, who was ftanding within two or three
yards of him, and faid, ¢ Buckra, you fee me now, but
< to-morrow I fhall be like that,” kicking up the duft
with his foot. (Here Mr, Jeffreys folemnly added in
his evidence the words « So help me God.””) The
impreflion this made upon his mind, Mr, Jeffreys de<
clared, no time ever could erafe. Sampfon, who made
the eighth, and a negro, whofe name Mr. Jeffreys does

# Slaves running away are punifhed varioufly, but on abfenting thema
felves for a certain time, they may be punithed with death,

not



( 78 )

Capiral 0f- " not recolle&, was prefent at this execution. Sampfon,
Jenees and  pext morning, was hung in chains alive, and there he
Punifmenss. hung till he was dead, which, to the beft of his recol-
le¢tion, was feven days. The other negro was fen-
tenced to be fent to the mines in South America, and,
he believes, was fent accordingly. Neither of thofe
two, during the time of the execution, fhewed any marks
or concern, or difmay that he could obferve. A {ftronger
inftance of human fortitude, he declared, he never faw.

S’“‘"’Z turned  Having now ftated the fubftance of the evidence
%Z‘;km‘f’on the fubje& of offences and punifhments, we come
Labour.~ to a cuftom which appears too general to be paffed over

in filence.

Dalrymple, Forfter, Captain Smith, Captain Wilfon,
and General Tottenham, aflert that it 75 no uncommon
thing for perfons to neglect and turn off their flaves when
paft labour. They are turned off; fay Captain Wilfon,
Lieutenant Davifon, and General Tottenham, to plunder,
beg, or fiarve. Captain Cook has known fome take
care of them ; but fays, others leave them o flarve and
die. They are often defired when old, fays Mr. Fitz-
maurice, #o0 provide for themfelves, and they fuffer much.
Mr. Clappefon knew a man who had an old, decrepid
woman {lave, to whom he would allow nothing. When
patt labour, the owner did not feed them, fays Giles; and
Cook ftates that, within his experience, they had no food
but what they could get from fuch relations as they might
have had. This is the account given by the different
witnefles ; and accordingly we find fome of the fuper-
annuated flaves on the different eftates, who wanted every
thing (Harrifon); others begging (Rees); others digging in
the dunghill for food, (Dalrymple); and others lying, mi-
ferable objedts, about the wharfs and beaches, and in the
roads and fireets (Jeffreys, J. Woodward and Cook).
General Tottenham has often met them, and, once in
particular, an old woman, paft labour, who told him that,
her matter had /et her adrift to fbift for berfelf. He faw
her about three days afterwards, Jying dead in the fame
place. This cuftom of turning them off when old and:

belplefs
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helplefs is called in the iflands (Captain Wilfon and Slaves rirm

Captain Lloyd) « Giving them free.” f:f‘gd';‘;f’;

As a proof how little the life of an old flave is regarded
in the Weft Indies, we may make the following extract
from the evidence of Mr. Coor. Once when he was
dining with an overfeer, an old woman who had run
away a few days, was brought home, with her hands tied
behind. After dinner, the overfeer, with the clerk,
named Bakewell, took the woman, thus tied, to the
hot-houfe, a place for the fick, and where the ftocks are
in one of the rooms. Mr. Coor went to work in the
mill, about one hundred yards off, and hearing a moft
diftrefsful cry from that houfe, he afked his men, who
and what it was. They faid they thought it was old
Quatheba. About five o’clock the noife ceafed, and
about the time he was leaving work, Bakewell came to
him, apparently in great fpirits, and faid, « Well, Mr.
Coor, Old Quatheba 'is dead. We took her to the
ftocks-room ; the overfeer threw a rope over the beam ;
I was Jack Ketch, and hauled her up, till her feet were
off the ground. The overfeer locked the door, and took
the key with him, till my return juft now, with a flave
for the ftocks, when I found her dead.”” Mr. Coor faid,
« You have killed her, I heard her cry all the after-
noon.” He anfwered, “ D—n bher for an old b—b,
fhe was good for nothings what fignifies killing fuch an
old woman as her.”> Mr. Coor faid, « Bakewell, you
thock me,” and left him. The next morning his men
told him, they had helped to bury her.

But it appears that the aged are rot the only perfons
whofe fate is to be commiferated, when they become of
no value ; for people in youth, if difabled, are abandoned
to equal mifery. General Tottenham, about three
weeks before the hurricane, faw a youth, about nine-
teen, walking in the ftreets, in a moft deplorable fitua-
tion, entirely naked, and with an iron collar about bis neck,
with five ling projetiing [pikes.  His body, before and be-
hindy his breech, beliy, and thighs, were almaft cut to pieces,
and with running fores all over them, and you might put

your
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Slages turne your finger in fome of the wheals. He could not  fit dotin

::f""b;} owing to his breech being in a fiate of maortificationy, and it

'Lamﬁ, was impqﬂlzlilfar bim to lie down, from the projection of
the prongs. The boy came to the General and afked re+
lief. He was fkocked at bis appearance, and afked him
what he had done to fuffer fuch a-punifbment, and who in-
fliGed it. He faid it was his mafter, who lived about
two miles from town, and that as be could not worky he
wauld give him nothing to eats

If it be poffible to view human depravity ina worfe
light than it has already appeared in on the fubjeét of the
treatment of the flaves when difabled from labour, it
may be done by referring to the evidence of Capt. Lloyd,
who was told by a perfon of veracity, when in the Wefk
Indies, but whom he did not wifh to name in his evis
dence, that it was the pratice of a certain planter to
frame pretences for the execution of his old worn out flaves,
in order get the ¥ ifland allowance. And it was fuppofed
that he dealt largely in that way.-

Hmf”" o Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordi+
;m"ﬁr:{;’ “nary punithments infli¢ted upon the flaves, it may be
7/bgt of ary prefumed that fome one will afk here, whether, under
orts thefe various a&ts of cruelty, they are wholly without
redrefs ! To this the following anfwer may be given—s
That, with refpe& to the ordinary punithments, by the
whip and cowlkin (where they do not terminate in
death) the power of the mafter or overfeer is under little

or no controul,

Firft, Becaufe, as we have already feen, they can
order or infli& punithment for any, cven imaginary, of-
fences.

Secondly, Becaufe the law of thirty-nine lathes (the
greateft number allowed to be given toa flave, at any one
time) is a mere farce, and never attended to by mafters

® The ifland allowance in Jamaica to the mafter is 4ol, currency fog
any one of his flaves if executed for a breach of the laws,

[+
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or owners, if they fhould think it proper to indi& more ; g, 14 o
for, Woolrichfays, that the chief whipperlays on their back no redrefs -
Jorty,fifty, fixty; or more lathes, at the pleafure of the owner %s=nf il
or overfeer. Captain Rofs has known negroes receive two jﬁﬁgf o ey
bundred lafhes; where the law would give only thirsy-
nine.  Mr. Cook has known a field flave receive tws
hundrzd lathes, by order of the overfeer, and a domeftick
Jifty, by order of his miftrefs. Mr. M. Terry alfo obx
ferves, that the law was reftricted to thirty-nine, but it
was not tn the leaft attended to during his experience,
He has, in thort, feen it broken repeatedly. 'The fame lan<
guage is alla fpoken by others.

Thirdly, Becaufe, if there thould be fome;, who bear
the law in their minds, at the time of punifhing, they
evade it by various means. Whipping, fays Mr. Fitz~
maurice, was underftood to be limited to thirty-nine
lathes ; but it was often evaded, by putting the negro into
the fiocks, and giving bim thirty-nine for the fame offence;
next day.  We find alfo, by Captain Rofs’s account, &
magiftrate, and of courfe, @ guardian of the laws, evading
it in like manner, for that gentleman has feen John
Shackle, Efq. a magiftrate in Jamaica, flogging a negro
three times in one day, namely at breakfaft, dinnery and at
Jix in the evening : but the negro was in the [tocks between
the floggings. Captain Cook alfo exprefsly fays, that
the law may be evaded by fplitting a crime into many,
and, by intervals; dividing the times of punifhment, and of
this, where flaves are punithed at home, he fays there are
daily inftances. Returning home one evening late with
Major Fitch of the goth regt. they heard moft dreadful
cries, and, on approaching the {quare at Bridge-town,
found they proceeded from the houfe of a man that fold
liquor, and heard the repeated lathes of a whip, on a crea-
ture' whom they conceived to be dying. On their re-
quefting admiffion, the cruelty feemed to be wantonly in-
creafed, which fo provoked them that they broke open
the door; and found a negro girl of about nineteen chain-
ed to the floor, almoft expiring with agony and lofs of
blood. "The man taking refuge behind his counter from
their. indignation, and thinking himflf free from the

L law,
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law, iminediately cried out with exultatioh, that he had
only given her thirty-nine lafhes at one time, and that only
three times fince the beginning of the night. He then
threatened them for breaking his door, and interfering be-
tween him and bis flave, whom he would flog to death for
all any one, and he would give her the fourth thirty-nine
lathes before morning, which muft have killed her, as
the feemed then to be dying: In fhort, to ufe the lan-
guage of the different evidences, it appears that the flaves
have no legal redrefs, in the cafe alluded to, againft their
mafters and miftrefles, the latter of whom, even when
they become the executioners on fuch occafions, are not
received for it the worfe in fociety. Perhaps, fays Dr.
Jackfon, “ fuch a one might be called a termagant, but fhe
was not the lefs refpected. It was indeed thought neceffary
Jor an induflrious wife to be rigid in the punifbment of her
Saves. It is impofiible to ofit mentioning here that
Lieutenant Davifon was fo hurt at the fevere and fre-
quent whippings of one of thefe women, that he com~
plained to a magiftrate, who faid be had nothing to de
with it.

With refpect to the overfeer, whom we have feen
elfo exercifing a difcretionary power, he is certainly fub-
ject to the controul of the mafter, if he refides, and in
cafe of his non-refidence, to that of the attorney of the
citate: but then, faysJ. Terry, the flaves, if feverely punith-
ed for trifling faults, dare not complain of him to the mafter
for fear of worfe treatment.  J. Terry has known them
punifbed by their mafler for fo doing, and fent back to
the plantation, though their complaints were juft. Mr.
Cook alfo has known flaves punifhed for complaining to
the mafter, and, in his abfence, to the attorney againft the
sverfeer, for ill -ufage. If again, fays Coor, the flaves
complain to the attorney, and the attorney liftens, the
overleer fays.hé will leave the ¢ffate. He has alfo feen
the attorney wink at the oppreflion of the flaves, becaufe
he has a per centage on the crop, and the more the over-
feer pufhes them, the more the attorney gains. The
Jame per centage on_the crop is acknowledged alfo by
Licut, Davifon. Captain Rofs neverthelefs ftates that
T overfeers
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overfeers are often turned away for fevere Whippings, gy, jitk.
but he is the only one of the evidences who fays fo, and or noredvefi
it appears that there muft be frequently great obftacles a2 ill -
to this; for it is obferved by Davifon, Pyitzmaurice,_ and ﬂff‘ v ey
Cook, that fome attornies f;ve thirty, forty, or fifty miles )
from the eftate, and of courfe that the flaves * cannot go
to complain, and that the fame three gentlemen, together
with Coor, J. Terry, and Duncan, ftate that on fome
eftates one perfon holds the office of attorney and
overleer at the fame time, where his power is of courfe
under no controul.

As to fuch of the extraordinary punifhments before
mentioned as did not terminate in death, fuch as picket-
ing, dropping hot fealing-wax on the flefh, cutting off
cars and the like, it appears that flaves had no redrefs
whatever, for that thefe ations alfo on the part of the
mafters were not deemed within the reach of the law.
In the inftance cited of the Do&or clipping off the ears
of a female flave, 7o more notice was taken of it, fays Coor,
than if a dog’s cars bad been cut off; though it muft have
been known to the magifirates. 1In the dreadful inftance
alfo cited of a plante’s breaking his flave’s leg by an
iron bar, to induce the furgeon to cut it off, as a punith-
ment, Mr. Dalrymple obferves that it was not the pub-
lick opinion, that any punifbment was due to him on that
account, for though it was generally known, he was equally
well received in focicty afterwards as before; and in the
cafe alfo mentioned of the owner torturing his female
flave by the application of a lighted torch to her body,
Mr, H. Rofs ftates, only that this owner was not a
man of charaGer: with refpet to his fuffering by the
law, he obferves that he was never brought to any trial
for it 3 .and he did not know that the lgw then extended to
the punifbment of whites for fuch acis as thefe.

With refpec to fuch aof the punifaments as have ter-
minated in death, the reader will be able to collect,

icrs v st G T

# Tf a flave fhould be feen any day except Sunday wandering about,
and even then without a ticket, he would be taken up, put into gaol, and
advertifed as a ruraway, WAL R R >
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what power the mafters and overfeers, and what pre.

tetion the flaves have had by the law, from the follow-
ing accounts, '

There are na lefs then feven fpecifick inflances men-
tioned in the evidence, in which flayes died in con fequence
of the whipping they received, and yet in no one of them
as the murderer brought to an account.  One of the per~
petrators is mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having
boafled of what he had done’; and Dr. Jackfon fpeaks of
the other in thefe words. < No attempts, fays he, were
made to bring him to juflice : people faid it was an unfortu=
nate thing, and were furprized he was not more cautious,
as it was not the firff thing of the kind that had happened
%0 himy but they dwelt chiefly on the proprietor’s lofs?

In fuch of the extraordinary punifhments, as termi-
nated in death, there are no lefs than Jeven fepecifick in-
flances alfo in the evidence. In one of them viz. that of
throwing the flave into the boiling cane-juice, we find
from Mr. J. Terry, the overfeer punifhed, but his pu-
nithment confifted only of replacing the flave and leaving
bis owner’s fervice. In that of killing the flave by light-
ing a fire round him and putting a hot foldering iron into
his mouth, the overfeer’s, condu&, fays Mr. Giles, was
not even condemned by his' matfter, nor in any of the reft
were any means whatfoever ufed to punifh the offenders.
In the three mentioned by Mr. Woolrich he particularly
fays, all the white people in the ifland were acquainted with
thefe fats.  Neither of the offenders, however, were called
10 an accounty nor were they fbunned in focicty for ity or con-
fidered as in difgrace. ‘

In going over the evidence we find three or four other
inftances, not yet cited in this chapter. ‘The firft is that
of an huckfter in Antigua, who murdered his woman
{lave: with circumftances of the moff atrocious barbarity,
Thiscman however was' tried, convicted; and— ~fineds
He is reprefented by Mr. Forfter, as having been uni-
verfally blamed, but he was dealt with as ufual in the
gourfe of trade, - T T T

At
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~ At Grenada in the town: of St. George, a mafn, Heve Jisck
named Chambers, killed a negro in the middle of the day,” ™ it
and Mr. Dalrymple believes ‘in the church yard, but na,,g:g:j:j’w
notice was taken of it . ﬂ;l- e
* T'wo flaves, fays Captain Cook, were murdered and
thrown into the road during his refidence in Barbadoes ;

yet no legal inquiry ever took place that be heard of

He was repeatedly informed by the inhabitants, that
they did not chufe to make examples of white men there,

fearing it might be atrended with dangerous confe-
guences.

Going over the evidence we come at laft to an in-
ftance (and the only inflance of the kind mentioned) of a
white man being hanged for the murder of another’s flave ;
and it is yery remarkable, that he fhould be reprefented
as having been hanged more becaufe he was an.obnoxious
man, than that the murder of a {lave was confidered as a
crime : for Mr. Dalrymiplé ftates that the Chief Juftice
of the Ifland (Grenada) told him, he believed if this
murderer, whofe name was Bacchus Prefton, had-been a
man of good charafer, or had had friends or money to
have paid for the flave, he would not have been brought to
trial. . He was of a wery bad charaster and had. been
obliged to leave Barbadoes upon that account. At Gre-
nada he had been a Bailiff’s follower, and, from: his rigour
in executing his office and bad charaéter, he was particu-
larly obnoxious to the inhabitants of the town of St. George.

Such appears to have been, in the experience of the dif-
ferent evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched. fituation
of the flaves. They often complain, fays Dr. Jackfon,
that they are an opprefled people ; that zhey /;Jgér in this
world, but expell happinefs in the next ; whilft they de-
nounce the wengeance of God on the white men. their gp-
preffors.: if you fpeak to them of future punithments they
fay, < Why fhould a poor negro be punifbedy he does no
wrong 5 fiery cauldrons, and fuch things, are referved

Jor white people, as punifbments for. the oppreffion: of jlavu.i;_
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Have livke' - Tf it fhould be afked here, whether fome new laws have

',;,’;j’,/f‘;‘f,”.f‘fno:‘ lately: paffed the legiflature of fome of the iflands
ufage of any- with a view of amending the fituation of the flaves, it

Jorts

muft be anfwered in the afirmative. The firft is the
celebrated confolidated a& of Jamaica, and the other is
an a& of the affembly of Grenada, entitled « an aét for
the better protetion and promoting the increafe and po-
pulation of flaves.” Thefe a&ts, however, the evidence
obliges us to obferve, never originated in any intention to
ferve the flaves, and are in reality of little or no ufe. -

. "Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica bath before and
fince the paffing of the confolidated at, gives his evi-
dence without any diftin&ion of this epoch, and as if #o
difference had happened in the treatment of the flaves.

- Mr. Cook, long refident alfo in the fame ifland, and
fince the pafling of the a&, knows of no legal protection
that flaves have againft injuries from their maffers.

Mr. Clappefon, examined exprefsly on the fubject,
fays that he was in Jamaica when the aflembly pafled
the confolidated law. ~He has often heard it was pafled
becaufe of the flir in England about the flave-trade. He
never heard that any regard was paid ta it, {laves being
Jlill treated as before : nor did he ever hear of any profe-
cution for fuch difregard, He recolleéls an inftance of
difregard to it, which came under his eye. The owner
of an old and decrepid female flave would allow her nei-
ther vi@uals nor clothing; upon which he advifed a fon
of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who, would
perhaps order her to be taken care of, if he regarded
the law ; but he believes he was deterred from fear of pu=
nifbment, -as that owner treated his flaves very harfhly in
general,

With. refpe@ to the other a&t, namely that pafled in
Grenada, Mr. J. Terry fays, that the opinion there upon,
pafling it was, that i¢ never would have the intended effect.
He. did not obferve it make any difference, except-in the
half days in the week.: The clergyman of ‘the pz\lrifh_

where
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where he refided, never performed the duty the a? impofed Have lile -
on them, anc he never heard of any complaints againﬁi’:;y;‘lf;;‘ﬁ_
them for the non-performance of it. ,,g(:m of any
forta

M. Dalrymple ftates he was in Grenada, in 1788,
when the act was pafled. The principal objecion, and
which he repeatedly heard, to its paffing was, that it
might make the {laves believe, that the authority of their
maflers was leffened : but otherwife, many thought it
would be of little ufe, as it was a law made by themfelves
againft themfelves, and to be exccuted by themfelves | they
obferved befides, that fuch laws were unnecelfary for the
proteftion of negroes who were treated well ; and that
others had fo many opportunitics of evading the law (the
evidence of negroes not being admitted) that it would be of
no ufe. At the time of paffing the faid a&, the propofal
in the Britifh Parliament for the abolition of the flave=~
trade was a matter of general difcuffion in the ifland :
and he believes was a principal reafon for paffing it. Mr.
Dalrymple believes it will prove ineffeclual: becaufe, as
n0 negro evidence is admitted, thofe who abufe them will
Sill do it with impunity ; and people, who live on terms
of intimacy, would diflike the idea of becoming fpies and
informers againf? each other.

All the facts having been now cited, and the obfer-
vations made, which it was intended to introduce into
this chapter, it may be concluded in the words of the
Rev. Mr. Stuart, and General Tottenham.

"The former fays, he his warranted in declaring the ne~
groes an opprefled and much injured race, and in no
better eftimation than labouring cattle, and every de~
{cription of their treatment he has met with falls fhort of
their real flate. He read Mr. Ramfay’s Effay in manua
feript at. St. Kitt’s, and comparing ¢ on the fpot with the
treatment of the flaves, he thought it too favourable.

*  The latter ftated-to the Committee, that he thought
the flaves in Barbadoes were treated with the greate/t bar~
barity, and that he was very pofitive that the impreflion

concerning
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Huwe lisle oncetning their tieatment-was made on his mind af #5s
;"a’};"-flfﬁ time_and on the fpot, for he repeatedly told the people of
ug,g,d,,y_ Bridgetown; thiat he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate
/'[H- + “fituation of thefé poor wretches taken up by Some Mem-
ber of Parliament; ahd that fhould fuch an event take
place, he fhould look upon it as his duty to offer a volun=
tary declaration of what hé knew of the maiter,
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CHAWP V.

Whether the Natives of Africay this procured, tranfported,
and enflaved, are not equal to the Europeans in Capacity,
Feeling, Affzétion, and Moral Characier, and whether if
Individuals fhould be found inferior in Moral Character,
it be not owing to their Gonnection with the latter, or ta
the Trade in Slaves.

R. WADSTROM thinks the underftandings of Narives of
the natives of Africa capable of equal improvement iica equal
with thofe of the whites, and, as a proof, he ftates feveral %fr,;,m in
of the manufactures, which they carry on from the River caparity.

Senegal to the River Sallum.

The natives, fays he, are particularly {kilful in manu- 1; :2";‘}‘ :‘J:ﬂ .
faQuring gold and iron. 'The art of working the former, Feen them iz
he believes, they derived from the Moors, but they are their own
now almoft the fole artifts themfelves, having never feen ““*.
but one Moor working in that branch. They are equal
to any European goldimith in filagree or trinket work,
and even in other articles, fuch as buckles, except in the
chafles, tongues, and anchors, which they do not manu=~
faGure fo well. The iron which they forge is on anvils
of a remarkable hard and heavy wood, when they cannot
get ftone for the purpofe. g

M They
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"They manufaGure allo cloth and lather with uncom-
mon neatnefs. ‘The former they dye alfo blue, yellow,
brown, and orange.  The cloth is made beft at Sallum.

The latter they tan and work into fandals, and into a
variety of ufeful and ornamental articles.

Befides the above, theyare fkilful in making indigo and
foap. 'They make alfo pottery ware, and prepare falt for
their own ufe from the fea water.

They make alfo canoes, but as wood of a fufficient
clofe texture is feldom found on the fea fhore, they make
them principally in the interior parts. Here they fhape,
but do not hollow them. When fhaped, theyare dragged
by a number of the natives for weeks together (each
village ‘generally undertaking to drag them to the next,
and receiving in return partly European merchandize, and
partly fith and falt) till they come to the fea thore. The
ropes, with which they drag them, are made of a kind
of aloe, growing abundantly in the :country, and when
well made by the natives, they are exceeding ftrong and
good.

Mr. Wadftrom offered to produce, if neceffary, fpe-
cimens of feveral of the above manufaGures, which he
had brought with him from the coaft.

Nearly the fame accounts are given of their manufac-
tures by Dalrymple, Kiernan, and Captain Wilfon: and
Hall, Newton, Surgeon Wilfon, Sir George Young,
Falconbridge, Captain Thompfon, and Towne, (without
enumerating many of their manufatures like the former)
declare their capacities, cither to be good, or equal to thofe
of the Europeans.

With refpeét to their feeling and affeGion one inftance
may be taken from Mr. Falconbridge. Being fent to
choofe fome flaves out of a yard at Cape Coaft Caftle,
he objected to one that was meagre, and put him afide.
Mr. Falconbridge obferving a tear feal down the man’s
cheek, which the man alfo endeavoured to conceal,

) inquired
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inquired of him the reafony—upon which he faid he was 4/ in
going to be parted from his brother. ﬂ}fgin

As a fecond inftance, Surgeon Wilfon fays, that at
Bonny, one of the people called Breechies, of the higher
clafs, was brought on board. He feemed to take his
fituation to heart, and became ill ; but from indulgencies,
which none of the reft had, he partly recovered. When
he was convalefcent, a young woman was alfo brought
on board, who proved to be his fifter. On their firft
meeting, they ftood in filence, and looked at each other
apparently with the greateft affetion ;—they rufhed into
each others arms—embraced—feparated themfelves again,
—and again embraced. Surgeon Wilfon perceived the
tears to run down the female’s cheeks. 'The man had a
return of his former complaint, and his fifter attended
him with the greateft care. The firft thing the did of 2
morning, was to come to Surgeon Wilfon, and afk how
her brother did. He at length died—on the news of this,
his fifter wept bitterly, tore her hair, and thewed other
figns of diftra&ion. They carried her fafe to South
Anmerica, and there delivered her as a flave.

As a third inftance, that mentioned\by J. Parker may
be introduced, (page 44) of the poor woman turning her
head on one fide, when obliged by the whip to drop her
dead child overboard, and weeping afterwards for many
hours.

Mr. Wadftrom is clearly convinced, that the natives
of Africa adually furpafi in affeGtion fuch of the Euro-
peans as he has known.

On the moral charaer of the natives, Mr. Wadftrom 41 in
fays, that they are wvery hongft and hofpitable. He has gg‘::i,}m
often pafled days and nights alone with them without the
leaft fear, and was treated with all civility and kindnefs.

Captain Wilfon calls them grateful and affectionate.—
"They treated him moft kindly, he fays, when many miles
up their country, and unp{\zte&ed, vying with each other

2 in
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in entertaining him, and numbers fhed tears at his
departure.

Captain Thompfon, in fpeaking of them, calls them
harmlefs and innocent. Storey, Dalrymple, Howe, Towne,
and Bowman, join in the epithets of *¢ Friendly and hof-
pitabie ; to which the latter adds, “ j«? and punétual in
their dealings 3’ and they are defcribed by Hall to be as
capablz of wirtue as the whites,

Such appears to be the moral chara&er of the Africans
when they have but little intercourfe with the Europeans,
or the trade in flaves: but as they become connedled with
thefe, it appears.by the evidence, that it becomes propor--
tionably changed.

In proof of this, Mr. Newton obferves, that the
natives are often friendly, and may be trufted, where not
previoufly deceived by the Europeans. He has lived in
fafety among them when the only white man there. Zhe
beft people be ever met with were on the River Gaboon
and at Cape Lopez. Thefe had then the leaj? intercourfe
with Europe, and he believes no trad: in flaves, for their
trade was ivory and wax, and he has heard them fpeak
in emphatick terms againf? the other.

Dr. Trotter fays, they are fufieptible of all the focial
virtues, and he has feen no bad habits, but among thofe
(one inftance excepted) who were engaged in trade with
the whites. )

Lieutenant Starey fays, that they are more honeft i+
fand than upon the jhore. ‘

They are alfo defcribed by Mr. Towne to be in general
bofpitabl: and kind, but to differ as our own people in
charaCter. Thofe, who live inland, are innocent : thofe
on the coa/! learn to be roguifh, which he afcribes o their
intercourfe with the Europeans,

The
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The fame accounts are alfo given of them after their T4is Equalia
arrival in the Weft Indies. Giles and Woolrich obferve zbf:: ’:”‘d 12’
their intellets to be good, and Harrifon, Jackfon, Duncan, l;.m_’[g::
Stuart, Cook, the Dean of Middleham, and Rees, to be then™
equal to thofe of the Europeans. The fame equality to :{:’;ﬁ'g
the whites is mentioned by Harrifon, Cook, Duncan, s. Wi
and Davies, to hold good with refpec to their difpofitions Lndies.
allo.  Generofity, fidelity, and gratitude, are allowed them
by Stuart. Thefe virtues Dr. Jackfon enumerates, and
adds charity to all in diftrefs, and a ftrong attachment on
the part of the parents to their children. Baillie infifts on
the fame, of which he gives fome inftances, and Wool-
rich, after ftating that he knows of no exception to their
poflefling the Jrcial affeitions as firon;ly as the whites, fays,
that he never knew an African, who could exprefs him-
felf, but allowed of a Supreme Being.

To this account may be added the words of Captain
Smith, who fays, he always confidered them as a keen,
fenfible, well-difpofed people, where their habits were not
vitiated by cruel ufage an the part of the Europeans.

CHAP, VI,
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C H A P. VL

Whether the Natives of Africa bave not many and valuable
Produciions in their own Country, in which they could
offer @ Trade to the Europeans in the Place of the Trade
in Slaves. '

MONG the Productions of Africa, mentioned by

the different evidences, may be reckoned millet of

various forts, pulfe, Indian corn, and rice.¥ Of the laft

of thefe articles it appears to have been proved often by

experiment, that it is much beartier and better than the
Caralina.

In the next clafs may be reckoned cotton, indigo, tobacco,
and the fugar cane. Dalrymple fays of the cotton, that it
is efteemed far fuperior to that from the Weft Indies. He
fays the fame of the fugar cane, and as to the indigo, it
is confidered to be egual to that from Guatimala.

In the next clafs may be mentioned black pepper, the
fame as from the Eaft Indies, loug pepper, Malagueita,
or grains of Paradife, red pepper of various forts, but
particularly zhe Cayenne, a fpecies of ginger, cardamums,
wild nutmegs, and cinnamon. Mr. How fays of the cin-
namon, that one fort of it is not inferior to that imported
from the Eaft Indies. Some of the former brought to

* The African rice has a red hufk, but js beautifully white when the
hufk is taken off,

England
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England fetched a better price than the latter. *He has Produstsane.
feen the real cinnamon both at Bombay and Cambay, & #frica
brought there as prefents from Ceylon, and fays, that the

bark, leaves, and whole ftruure of the tree are alite in

Africa and the Eafl Indies. He has.no dopbt whatever

but that * fpices in general might be cultivated with

great fuccefs in'the African foil and climate. . .

. In the fourth clafs it may be mentioned that there are

ums of various kinds, but particularly the gum. copal.
Affafeetidaalfo is tobe found in Africa, and Mr. Wadftrom
afferts, that the celebrated Dr. Spaarrhan, his fellow=
traveller, among nearly three thoufand plants, which he
collected there for the Cabinet of Natural Hiftory of the
Royal Academy at Stockholm, found « great part, if not
the whole, of the Materia Medica, as well as drugs for
various manufacturing ufes.

In the fifth clafs may be included woods and roots.
Among thefe are mentioned i7om, wood, bar-wood, cam-
wood, and ¢bony : alfo various woods, roots, and vegeta-
bles for dying : the root of a plant called Fooden, dyes
fearlet, and the flalks of it a beautiful yellow. There
are alfo orange and brown dyes produced from vegetable
productions, which grow in fuch abundance, fays Mr.
Wadftrom, in the dominions of Damél, that his whole
army is dreffed in cloth that is dyed from thefe. The
fame gentleman mentions alfo a kind of bean, ia his
pofleflion, which is alfo ufed in dying, and carried on
camels for this purpofe, in quantities, to Morocco. There
are alfo timber trees. Of the latter a fpecies of the
Ticktonia grandis is found in plenty all over the Gold
Coaft. This wood is confidered as #he befl in the world
for fhip building, the worm neither touching, nor the iron
corroding it. Sir George Young fays, in addition to
this, that he has found a great deal of fine timber fit for
thip-building on other parts of the coaft, and he once
faw a veffel actually built of the woods of Sierra Leon.

# Captain Thompfon only heard of the wild nutmegs being there,
Whereas the other articles have been both feen and collected.
Befides
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Prodiftions Befides thefe, it is afferted by feveral of the evidences,
of Africas ‘that there are beautiful woods for cabinet work, and Mr.
How ftates, that there are many parts of Africa, where
the foil is the fame as that in the Province of Guzzerat
in the Eaft Indies, where he found the real fandal-wood.

To the productions above maybe added, in a fixth
clafs, wax, honey, palm-oil, ivory, and gold; and in a
feventh, plantanes, yams, fveet potatoes, eddoes, caffada,
cocoa nutsy bananas, pine apples, oranges, limes, wild grapesy
and all other tropical produ&ions.

CHAP, VIL
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CHAP VIIL

Whether the Natives of Africa have not a fufficient [pirit
of Commerce, as well as a fufficient Portion of Induftry
amoxg them, to embark in a new Trade in the Produc-
tions of their own Country 5 but whether the Slave-trade
be not an infuperable Impediment thereto.

R. WADSTROM obferves of the natives of Natives have
_ Africa, that they have an extraordinary genius for g”d‘ﬁ')’ and
commerce, and that their induftry is in all regards pro- o2 .
portionate to their demands. [ufficient for
a new Trades
Confiftently with this idea, we find fome of them not-
only cultivating fufficient provifions for themfelves, but
an overplus for certain towns (Kiernan, Wadftrom,’
Wilfon, and Howe); others cultivating corn and rice
for the fhipping that come among them, (Kiernan,'
Falconbridge, Dove, Bowman; W adftrom, Hall, New-
ton) ; others bringing large bundles of rice on their
heads of forty or fifty pounds weight from the inland’
country to the fea fhore, and then travelling back loaded’
with European goods, (Hall, Storey, Bowman) ; others
going in armed bodies even a month’s journey inland’
with various articles for trade, (Storey) ; others wooding’
and watering the thips, (Falconbridge); and others hiring
themfelves out to the Europeans to work at a low price
both in boats and on the fhore, (Newton, Sir George'
Young, and Thompfon.)

In fhort, fays Hall, they were never indolent when
they could work to advantage. 'They were willing to do
any thing, fays Morley, for which they had a profpe? of

N being
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Natives have being paid. 'They were always induftrious, fays Dal-
?"_"{’U and -rymple, where there was a demand.  Bowman believes
d::,r,,',:,?;, they would have put more land into cultivation than
JSufficient for they did when he was there, had a greater [upply of rice
a mowTrade. peen wanted by the fhipping—they told him that they
fhould like to trade more in their own produce ; and
Falconbridge is fo fure, that, if properly encouraged, they
would make any change the Europeans pleafed, that he
is himfelf going again to Africa to make the experiment.

Mr. Kiernan {peaks in the fame terms. ~They culti-
vate, fays he, cstton, indigo, and tebacco, but this they do
for themfelves only 5 for though they are never backward
when encouraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged
them only to raife provifions, and never the other articles.

f[zl:”‘ It is evident then, from the above accounts, that the

Trade infu- WAnt of encouragement is at leaft one reafon why the na-

perable impe- tives of Africa do not eftablith a trade in the produ&tions

:’/Z’,‘_"”’; of their own country, as enumerated in the laft chapter.

o Now this want of encouragement we trace from Wad-
ftrom finally to proceed from the trade in flaves, for fuch
conftant encouragement he obferves is given by the mer-
chants to the flave trade, and the minds of the natives
are in confequence fo wholly occupied in it, that little or
no encouragement remains for the other.

. Sir George Young, and Lieutenant Storey, both come
to the fame conclufion ; and Licutenant Simpfon avers,
that on repeatedly afking the black traders what they
would do if the flave trade were abolifbed, he was re-
peatedly anfwered that they would foon find out another
trade. .

Mr. Wadftrom alfo mentions the flave trade as an
impediment to a trade in the natural productions of the
country, not only becaufe it diminifhes the encourage-
ment of the latter, as jult explained, but becaufe it fub-
jects the natives, who might be willing to follow it, to
be made flaves, for,.as he obferves, they dare never go
out into the ficlds unlefs well armed. e

«
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Mr. Wadftrom is fupported in this fecond circum- Bu she
ftance as a caufe by Captain Wilfon, who, in giving a;f_" =
reafon why the flave trade obftru&s the civilization and ;;f:i’,:" “
commerce of the natives, fays, they will not for a tem- Zupediment
porary gratification rifgue the being kidnapped, and carried hers
anto perpetual flavery. . .

That the flave trade then, either by diminifhing the
proper encouragement to the natives, or endangering
their perfons, or by deing both, is the real caufe why
they do not or cannot exert their induftry in cultivating
the various articles, which their country has been proved
to produce, can be afcertained from fats ; for Mr. Dal-
rymple has remarked, that in thofe parts of the coaft
where there is little or no trade for flaves, they are aGually
more indufirious than in thofe places where the trade is
carried on.

Captain Hall fays alfo, that he found cultivation in 4y
far the bighe/t flate at the ifland of Fernandipo, fothat
the yams, which were the principal produce there, were
made to run up like vines upon fticks. But here he
obferves, firft, that the natives had great encouragement,
for all the fhips from Calabar, Del Rey, and the Came-
roons, fent their boats there for thefe articles, as to the
regular market, and, fecondly, that they had no trade in

AVES

Mr. Falconbridge alfo has occafion to obferve, that at
Bonny, the moft confiderable place for flaves, there was
a time in the late war when the flave trade was fo inter-
rupted, as to ceafe to be carried on, and that on his afking
the black traders what they had done during this interval,
they anfwered they had been obliged zo cultivate the earth

Jor their fupport.

Mr. How adds, that he has been almoft upon every
fettlement, that belongs to the Erglifh, on the coaft of
Africa, and that he found the culture always in a bigher
degree, where there was but little of the flave trade, and
Juft the reverfe where the flave trade was carried on more

at large. ;
N 2 CHAP. VIIL
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C H AP VI

Whether the Slave-Trade be not a Grave for the Seamen
employed in ity—and whether a Trade in the Natural
Productions of Africa would be the Jame.

LiporSea HE ftatements, made by the different evidences of
Sl Tonde the lofs of feamen while on board their refpective
while in she fhips, unqueftionably prove the flave-trade to be the
fl;':’:ﬁf"f; _ grave of our marine. but as an account has been fince
tive Sb:;i:. made for the Houfe of ‘Commons exprefsly upon this
point, taking all the flave-fhips promifcuoufly from the
ports of Liverpool and Briftol for a number of years
back, and made up from the mufter-rolls of each fhip,
it will be more proper to quote from fo general and
extenfive an account, than from the teftimony of a few,

even the beft informed, individuals.

ArsTrRACT of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool
and Briftol Slave Ships as were returned into the
Cuftom-Houfes there, from September, 1784, to

January sthy 1790.

Brought
No. of | Oricinal |Died of &
PERIODS. || Gt [ Hueor

Orivinal
Crews 2

Crews

From 1784 to 1785, ——| 74| 2915] 615 1279.
From 1785 to 1786, ——| 62| 2163| 436] 944
From 1786 to 1787, ——| 66| 2136| 433| 1073
From 1787 to 1788, ——| 68] 2422| 623| 1114
¥rom 1788 to Jan. 5, 17'90, 80| 2627| 536 1350

Total 350112,263[2643( 5760
» It
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It appears firft then, that if we look at the feamen Lot of Scas
while employed on board their refpe&ive thips, and judge ?1:2:"7",”:&
of them from the above accounts, we fhall fee the de- whil in she
ftrudtive nature of the flave trade, for it appears that in Service of
350 veflels 12,263 feamen were employed. out of whom Z’,’,:'srg;“‘
2643 were loft, that is to fay, that more than a fifth of e
the whole number employed, or more than Jeven in every
fingle voyage perifhed. i

If again we look at fuch of them as are difcharged or
defert in the Weft Indies, where the mufter-rolls ceafe
to take an account of them, {for fo fyftematical does the
management of the trade appear by the fecond and fourth
columns, that zearly one-half of thefe who go out with the
Jhips are conflantly*® left bebind) and judge of them by
what the different evidences have to fay of them there,
we fhall fee great reafon to apprchend another very fevere
lofs befides that-already flat. d to happen among them while
on board their refpe&ive fhips. ’

To fhew this in the moft unqueftionable manner, we
may begin with Captain Hall (of the merchants fervice).
The crews of the African fhips, fays he, when they
arrive in the Weft Indies, are generally (be does not
know a fingle inflance to the contrary) in a fickly, debilitated
Sate, and the feamen, who are difcharged or defert from
thofe thips in the Weft Indies, are ‘the moff miferable
objef?s he ever met with in any country in his life. He
has frequently feen them with their toes rotted off, their
legs fwelled to the fize of their thighs, and in an wlcerated
Sate all over. He has feen them on the different wharfs
in the iflands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica, par-
ticularly at the two laft iflands. He has alfo feen them
lying under the cranes and balconies of the houfes near
the water-fide in Barbadoes and Jamaica expiring, and
fome guite dead. He met with an inftance laft July (178q)
of a dead feaman lying on one of the wharfs in Bridge
Town, Barbadoes, who had been landed out of an African
g, ; L

# Some of thefe are again taken up by other Guinea-men, but very

few. When a veffel has once fold her flaves, the requires but few feamein
to bring her home.
Te
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Lofiamong  T'o confirm the affertion of Captain Hall, of the mer-

5,';",:; o chants fervice, that the crews of Guinea-men generally

djert i arrive at their deftined ports of fale in a fickly, debilitated

3”’1;”511 ate, we may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who

baw;d,,”,[(yafrerts, that in taking men (while in the Weft Indies)

thems there.” out of merchant fhips for the king’s fervice, he has, in
taking a part of the crew of a Guinea thip, whofe number
then confifted of feventy, been able to feleét but thirty,
who could have been thought capable of ferving on board
any thips of war, and when thofe thirty were furveyed
by order of the admiral, he was reprimanded for bringing
fuch men into the fervice, who were more likely to brecd
diflempers than to be of any ufe, and this at a time when
feamen werce fo much wanted, that almsft any thing would
have been taken. He adds alfo that this was not a fiagular
inftance, but that it was generally the caf 5 for he had
many opportunities between the years 1769 and 1773 of
feeing the great difivefles of crews of Guinea fhips, when
they arrived in the Vet Indies.

We may appeal allo to Captain Smith, of the navy,
who aferts that though he may have boarded near twenty
of thefe veflels in the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of
imprefling men, he was never able to get more than Zis
men. 'The principal reafon was the fear of infetion,
having feen many of them in a very difordered and ulce-
rated jiate. ‘

The affertion alfo of Captain Hall, of the merchants
fervice, relative to their fituation after their arrival at
their deftined ports of fale, is confirmed by the reft of
the evidences in the minuteft manner; for the feamen
belonging to the flave-veflels are there defcribed, as fing
about the wharfs and cranes, or wandering about the
ftreets or iflands ¥ full of fores aud wlcers, by Jeffreys,
Dalrymple, Ellifon, Morley, Davifon, Baillie, Towne,
Bowman, H. Rofs, Douglas, Simpfon, Thompfon, and
Forfter. The epithets allo of fickly, emaciated, abjeth,

% Ttis afferted by the evidences, that they never faw any other than
Guinca feamen in that ftate in the Welt Indies,

dzplarab/i
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deplerable objefls, are applied to them. They are men- L':[Z anong
tioned again to be deftitute, and farving, and without the ‘;;}}b:fg‘:';;r
means of fupport, no merchantmen taking them in becaufe des in
they are unabl: to work, and men of war refufing them ;”fi,’”’ﬂ
Jor fear of inféétion.  Many of them are alfo defcribed tov,,';,.,'f;ilﬁa,”f
be lving about in a dying flat:; and others have been rbau tbere.
a&ually found dead, and the bodies of others have been

feen carrying by the negroes to be interred. ‘

As a farther proof, and that an undeniable one, that
the above defcription of perfons is notorious in the iflands,
it appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a
peculiar and cant-name, according to the fort of place
which they ufually haunt. When they are feen lying
about the cranes and wharfs, they are termed wharfingers,
when on the beach, and where there are no wharfs,
Beach- Horners, and they are krnown by the appellation
of Scowbankers at Dominique,

It may be remarked here, that this difeafed and forlorn
ftate of the feamen 75 fo infeparable from the flave trade,
that the different evidences have not only witnefled it at
Jamaica, Antigua, and Barbadoes, {the places mentioned
by Captain Hall) but wherever they have feen Guinea-
men arrive, namely at St. Vincents, Grenada, Domini-
que, and in No.th America alfo.*

Having now traced the bad effes of the flave trade as Effeds of e

vifible among the feamen, while employed in it, and Z:”:Zirwgilf

among thofe alfo who leave it at the port of delivery, it gintion, even
may be proper to add, that they are perceptible among o e ¢
many of them, even after their return to their native "™ 27
country : for Mr. Falconbridge fays, that he was a pupil

#* The reafons why fuch immenfe numbers are left behind in the
Weft Irdics, as are found in this deplorable ftate, are the following.
The feamen leave their fhips from ill ufage, fays Ellifon. It is ufual
for Captains, fay Clappefon and Young, to treat them ill, that they
may defert and forfeit their wages.  Three others flate, they are left
behind purpofely by their Captains; and Mr. H. Rofs adds, in thefe
emphat.cal words, ¢ that it was no uncommon thing for the Captains to
fend on fhore, a few hours before they fail, their lame, emaciated, and
fick feamen, leaving them to perifh.””

m
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;_y,m of i in’ the Briftol infirmary for twelve months, and that
rade wifible the greateft part’ of the difeafed feamen there, in that
on their Con- o6 wwere feamen who had belonged fo the flave weffels, -
Slitutiony even 2 ! i 3 4
afier theiv  and_though thefe generally went out of the infirmary
return home. better than wbéxi”they came in, yet théir -health appeared
to be fo far deftroyed as never to be able to be perfeétly

reftored.

Gromdsof  As to the queftion, whether the trade in the natural
Prefumption, produions of Africa would be equally deftructive to the
f,/j‘:‘/,f,z;:‘fz feamen employed in it as the trade in flaves, there canriot,
Prodvétions 10 the nature of things, be that fort of pofitive evidence
of Afiica as in the former cafe, There are, however, three fpecies
would not be ¢ o eefymption, from whence fome conclufion may be
attended with )

wch a Lofs. drawn.

The firft is the following. Captain Thompfon, when
on the Coaft of Africa, lay for feveral weeks near a
veflel, which traded in woed, ivory, and gum, (which is
a cafe in point) and he had the beft accounts from his
officers of the bealthinefs and good order of this fhip.
This, however, is the only veflel of the kind, which any
of the evidences have feen. ;

A fecond fpecies of prefumption is to be entertained
from the opinion of thofe, who have vifited the Coaft of
Africa. . The fame Capt. Thompfon fays, that he does
not think a trade in the natural produétions of Africa
would be fo detrimental to the health of the feamen as
the flave trade, for they would not be liable to fo much
unpleafant and hard work, or fuch expofure to dews and
weather. Mr. Newton aflerts alfo that fuch a trade
might be carried on without much expofure to weather
and ill treatment, the * natural attendants of the flave
trade: and Sir George Young is of opinion,.that a
trade in the natural productions of Africa would not be
attended with more inconvenience to the health of the

% It is evident, that infurre@ions and contagious diforders from the
flaves muft be natural caufes of mortality to fcamen in flave thips, which
could not exift in fhips in the other trade. i :

feamen
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feamen employed in it than the prefent ¥ Weft India ;371'"'1-' of
refionplion,
trade. that a!;‘rm;r
in the natural

The third fpecies confifts in certain veflels going to productions

the fame coaft, viz. men of war, which do not expe- Z{,,;{Q”,‘,‘j, be
rience the fame proportion of lofs. attended with

Juch @ Lafin
Captain Scott, of the Merlin, which carried 100

men, loft eight, of whom only four died of the diforders

of the country.

Sir George Young, in the fhip he commanded, which
had 100 men, loft two, who were fickly when they left
England, and a boy by accident.

Capt. Thompfon, of the Nautilus, out of 100 buried
one, who died by his own neglect.

Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of go buried none.

And Captain Wilfon, of the Race-Horfe, out of 100,
did not lofe a man. Thus, out of 490 in the fhips of
war, only twelve were buried. + 3

# Tt was formerly urged by the enemies of the abolition, that the
‘Weft India trade was as deftruétive to feamen as the Slave trade, but b
an account made up for the Houfe of Commons, .from the Multer-Rolls
of Weft Indiamen, it appears, that out of 462 veflels, carrying 7640
feamen, only 118 were loft, or about one in 65. :

4 It muft be remarked, that when Captain Scott loft eight out of roo,
it was in the year 1769, fince which great improvements have been made
for the health of the feamen; and the Editor knows, that the men of
{var, now going to Africa, fcldom lofe a man,

Q CHAP. IX,
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C H A P IX.

Whether the Seamen employed in the Slave-Trade be not
barbaroufly ufed in general, and whether fuch barbarous
ufage be not peculiar to, or [pring out of the very nature
sfy this Trade.

Barbarons HAT the Seamen employed in the flave trade are
fgj,[:‘f;,,:/ the worje fed, both in point of quantity and quality of
.mp?.d in provifions, than the feamen in other trades, is allowed
the Slave- by moft of -the evidences, and that they have /ittle or no
Trade, Shelter night or. day from the inclemency of the weather,

during the whole of the Middle Paflage, is acknowledged

by them all.

With refpeét to their perfonal ill ufage, the following
extracts may fuffice.

Mr. Morley afferts that the feamen in all the Guinea
men he failed in, except one, were generally treated with
great rigour, and many with cruelty. He recolleé&s
many inftances : Mathews, the chief mate of the Venus,
Captain Forbes, would knock a man down for any fri-
volous thing with a cat, a piece of wood, or 2 cook’s
axe, with which he once cut a man down the fhoulder,
by throwing it at him in a paffion. Captain Dixon
likewife, in the Amelia, tied up the men, and gave them
four or five dozen lafhes at a time, and then rubbing

them
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them with pickles made ufe of certain vulgar expreflions. Barbarous

Mr. Morley alfo himfelf, when he was Dixon’s cabin- U of b
boy, for accidentally breaking a glafs, was tied to the ,,;';:};’:d i
tiller by the hands, flogged with a cat, and kept hanging tbe Siaye-

for fome time. Trade.

Mr. Morley has feen the feamen lie and die upon deck.
They are generally,. he fays, treated ill when fick. He
has known men afk to have their wounds or ulcers
drefled ; and has heard the do&or, with oaths, tell them
to take their own dung and drefs them.

M. Ellifon alfo, in defcribing the treatment in. the
Briton, fays, there was a boy on board, whom Wilfon,
the chief mate, was always beating. One morning, in
the paflage out, he had not got the tea-kettle boiled in
time for his breakfaft, upon which, when it was brought,
Wilfon told him he would feverely flog him after break-
faft. The boy, for fear of this, went into the lee fore
chains. When Wilfon came from the cabin, and called’
for Paddy, (the name he went by, being an Irith boy) he
would not come, but remained in the fore chains; on
which Wilfon going forward, and attempting to_haul
him in, the boy jumped overboard, and was drowned.

Another time, on the Middle Paflage, the fame Wilfon
ordered one James Allifon, (a man he had_been conti-
nually beating for trifles) to go into the women’s room
to fcrape it.  Allifon faid he was not able, for he was
very unwell ; upon which Wilfon obliged him to go
down. Obferving, however, that the man did not
work, he afked him the reafon, and was an{wered as
before, * that he was not able.”” Upon this, Wilfon
threw' a handfpike at him, which ftruck him on the
breaft, and he dropped down to appearance dead. —
Allifon recovered afterwards a little, but died the next
day.

Mr. Ellifon relates other inftances of ill ufage on
board his own fhip, and with refpet to inftances in
others, ‘he fays, that i a/gla-ve Jbips they are moft com-
: . 2 monly
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. monly beaten and knocked about - for. nothing." - He re-

Ufage of the ¢ l]eks that on board the Pheenix, a Briftol fhip, while

Scamen

employed in - lying on the coaft, the boatfwain and five of the crew

the S.ave-
Trade,

made their efcape in the yawl, but were taken up by the
natives. When Captain Bifhop heard it, he ordered
them to be kept on fhore at Forje, a fmall town at the
mouth of Calabar River, chained by the necks, legs,
and hands, and to have each a plantain a day only. The
boatfwain, whofe name was Tom Jones, and an old
fhipmate of his, and a very good feaman, dird raving
mad in bis chains there. ‘The other five died in their
chains alfo. '

Mr. Towne, in fpeaking of the treatment on board"
the Peggy, Captain Davifon, fays, that their chefts were
brought upon deck, and ftaved and burnt, and themfelves
turned out from lying below ; and if any murmurs were
heard among them, they were inhumanly beaten with
any thing that came in the way, or flogged, both legs
put in irons, and chained abaft to the pumps, and there
made to work points and gafkets, during the Captain’s
pleafure ; and very often beat juft as the Captain thought
proper.  He himfelf has often feen the Captain as he
has walked by, kick them repeatedly, and if they have
faid any thing that he might deem offenfive, he has im-
mediately called for a ftick to beat them .with ; they, at
the fame time, having both legs in irons, an iron collar
about their necks, and a chain; and when on the Coaft
of Guinea, if not releafed before their arrival there from
their confinement, they were put into the boats, and.
made .to raw backwards and forwards, either with the
Captain from fhip to fhip, or on any other duty, ftill
both legs in irons, an iron callar about their necks, with
a chain locked to the boat, and taken out when no other
duty was required of them at night, and locked faft
ypon the open deck, expofed ta the heavy rains and
dews, without any thing to lie upon, or any thing to
cover them. This was a practice on board the Peggy.

He fays alfo, that fimilar treatment prevailed on board
the Sally, another of the thips in which he failed, One
of
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of the feamen had both legs in irons, and a collar about 5‘5'5"0”’,,;
his neck, and was chained to the boat for three months, g2 *
and very often moft inhumanly beaten for complaining employed in
of his fituation, both by the gaptain and other officers. ”"j’"“'
At laft he became fo weak, that he could not fit upon *™**
the thwart or feat of the boat to row, or do any thing

elfe. They then put him out of the boat, and made

him pick oakum on board the fhip, with only three
pounds of bread a week, and half a pound of falt beef

per day. He remained in that fituation, with both his

legs in irons, but the latter part of the time without 2

collar. One evening he came aft, during the Middle
Paflage, to beg fomething to eat, or he thould die. The
Captain on this inhumanly beat him, and ufed a great
number of reproaches, and ordered  him to go forward,

and die and be damned. The man died in-the night.

‘The ill treatment on board the Sally was general.

As another particular inftance, a landman, one Edw.
Hilton, was in the boat watering, and complained of his
being long in the boat without meat or drink. The
boatfwain, being the officer, beat him with the boat’s
tiller, having nothing elfe, and cut his head in feveral
places, fo that when he came on board he was all over
blood. MTr. Towne afked him the reafon of it. Hilton
began to tell him, but before be could properly tell the
ftory, the mate came forward, \by order of the captain)
the furgeon and the boat(wain, and all of them together,
fell to beating him with their canes. The f{urgeon ftruck
him on the fide of his eye, fo that it afterwards morti=
fied, and was loft. He immediately had both his legs
put in irons, after he had been fo beat, that he could
not ftand. The next morning he was put into the boat
on the fame duty as before, ftill remaining with both
legs in irons, and locked with a chain to the boat, until
fuch time as he became fo weak, that he was not able to
remain any longer there.  He was: then put on board the
fhip, and laid forwards, ftill in irons, very ill. His
allowance ‘was immediately ftopped, as it was the fur-
geon’s opinion it was the only method of curing any one’
of them who complained of illnefs. He remained in

i that
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Bartarsup” that fituation, after being taken out of the boat, for fome
Ulage of the~yeeks after. During this time, Mr. Towne was obliged

Scamen .

employed iy 1O €O tO Junk River, and on his return he inquired for

the Slaye-
Trade,

Hilton, and was.told that he was lying before the fore-
maft, almoft dead. ‘He went and {poke to him, but
Hilton feemed infenfible. The fame day Mr. Towne
received. his orders to go a fecond time in the fhallop to
Junk River. After he had gotten under weigh, the
commander of the fhallop was ordered to bring to, and
take Hilton in, and /leave him on fhore any where. He
lived that evening and night out, and died early the
next morning, and was thrown overboard off Cape
Mezzurado.

. Mr. Falconbridge, being called upon alfo to fpeak to
the ill ufage of feamen, fays that on board the Alexander,
Capt. M¢Taggart, he has feen them tied up and flogged
with the cat frequently. He remembers alfo an inftance
af an old man, who was boatfwain of the Alexander,
having one night fome words with the mate, when the
boatfwain was feverely beaten, and had ene-or two of his
teeth knocked out. 'The boatfwain faid he would jump
overboard ; upon which he was tied to the rail of the
quarter-deck, and a pump-bolt put into his mouth by
way of gagging him. He was then untied, put under
the half-deck, and a centinel put over him all night—in |
the morning he was releafed. Mor. Falconbridge always:
confidered him as a quiet, inoffenfive man,  In the
fame voyage a black boy was beaten every day, and one
day, after he was fo beaten, he jumped through one of
the gun-ports of the cabin into the river. A canoe was
lying along-fide, which dropped aftern, and picked him
up. Mr. Falconbridge gave him one of his own fhirts to
put on, and afked him if he did not expe& to be de-
voured by the fharks. The boy faid he did, and that it
would be much better far him to be killed at once, than
to be daily treated with fo much cruelty.

Mr. Falconbridge remembers alfo, on board the fame
thip, that the black cook one day broke a plate. For
this he had a fifh-gig darted at him, which would

certainly
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certainly have deftroyed him if he had not fooped or Barbaiaus
dropped down. At ‘another time alfo, the carpenter’s 55°% %
mate had let his pitch-pot catch fire. 'He and the cook enpinyed in
were accordingly both tied up, ftripped, and flogged, but s
the-cook with the greateft feverity. After that the cook * ™
had falt water and cayenne pepper rubbed upon his back.

A man allo came on board at Bonny, belonging to a

little fhip, (Mr. Falconbridge believes the captain’s name

was Dodfon, of Liverpool) which had been overfet at

New Calabar. This man, when he came on board, was

in a convalefcent ftate. He was feverely beaten one

night, but for what caufe Mr. Falconbridge knows not,

upon which he came and applied to Mr. Falconbridge

for fomething to rub his back with. Mr. Falconbridge

was told by the captain not to give him any thing, and

the man was defired to go forward. ' He went accord-

ingly, and lay under the forecaftle. Mr. Falconbridge

vilited him very often, at which times he complained of

his bruifes.  After this, he had a return of his flux, and

died in about three weeks from the time he was beaten.

The laft words he ever fpoke to Mr. Falconbridge were

(after fhedding tears) ¢ / cannot punifp him,’ (meaning

the captain) ¢ but wod will.,”” Thefe are the rhoft re-
markable inftances which Mr. Falconbridge recolle&@s.

He fays, however, that the ill treatment was fo general,

that only three in this fhip efcaped being beaten out of

fifty perfons.

To thefe inftances, which fell under the eyes of the-
evidences now cited, we may add the obfervations of a
gentleman, who, though ncver in the flave-trade, had
yet great opportunities of obtaining information upon
this fubje&. Sir George Young remarks, that thofe
feamen, whom he faw in the flave-trade, while on the
coaft in a man of war, complaincd of their ill treatment,
bad feeding, and cruel ufage. They a// of them wanted
to enter on board. his thip. It was likewife the cuftom
for the feamen of every thip he faw at a diftance; to-
come on board him with their boats ; moft of them quite
naked, and threatening to turn pirates, if he did not take
them. This they told him epenly. He-is_perfuaded,-hif'

e
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Barbwns he had given them encouragement, and had had a thip
g’i{f[:f”" of the line to have manned, he could have done it in a
employedin very fhort time, for they would all have left their fhips.
she Slave- He has alfo received feveral feamen on board his thip
Trade, from the woods, where they had no fubfiftence, but to

which they had fled for refuge from' 'their refpective

veflels.

This Ufge  That the above are not the only inftances of barbarity
zf;}:}g‘;};‘a’:”;contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous ufage
%dx very is peculiar to, or fpringing out of the very nature of the

Tafdm’{eﬂbr trade in flaves, may be infifted on from the following
rade in

Slaves, accounts :

Captain Hall, (of the merchants fervice) believes the
feamen are in general treated with great barbarity in the
flave-thips, and he does not know of their being ill
treated in any other fervice.

Captain Thompfon concludes, from the many com-
plaints he received from feamen, while on the coaft, that
they are far from being well treated on board the fave-
Jhips.  One Bowden fwam from the Fifher, of Liverpool,
Captain Kendal, to the Nautilus, amidft a number of
fharks, to claim his prote&tion. Kendal wrote for the
man, who refufed to return, faying his life would be
endangered. He therefore kept him in the Nautilus till
fhe was paid off, and found him a diligent, willing,
active feaman. Several of the crew, he thinks, of the
Brothers, of Liverpool, Captain Clark, fwam towards
the Nautilus, when paffing by. Two only reached her.
The reft, he believes, regained their own fhip. The
majority of the crew had the day before come on board
the Nautilus in a boat to complain of ill ufage, but he
had returned them with an officer to inquire into and
redrefs their complaints. He received many letters from
feamen in flave-thips, complaining of ill ufage, and de-
{iring him to proteét them, or take them on board. Heis
inclined to think, that hips trading in the produce of Africa,
are not fo ill ufed as thofe in the flave-fbips. Several of his
own officers gave him the beft accounts of the treatment

in
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'in the 7ris, a veflel trading for wood, gums, and ivory, near 74 Ulage

‘which the Nautilus lay for fome weeks. f‘f’.’[”'." .

.

Lieutenant Simpfon fays, that on his firft voyage, when Nuuwe 5/ :

lying at Fort Appolonia, the Fly Guineaman was in the ?1;3;:“ ‘m

roads. On the return of the Adventure’s boat from the

fort, they were hailed by fome feamen belonging to the

Fly, requefting that they might be taken from on board

the Guineaman, and put on board the man of war, for

that their treatment was. fuch as to make their lives

miferable. The boat, by the direGion of Capt. Parry,

was fent to the Fly, and one or two men were broughr

on board him. In his fecond voyage, he recollets, that

on firft feeing the Albion Guineaman, the carried a prefs

of fail, {feemingly to avoid them, but finding it imprac-

ticable, the fpoke them ; the day after which the Captain

of the Albion brought a feaman on board the Adventure,

whom he withed to be left there, complaining that he

was a very riotous and diforderly man, ‘The man, on

the contrary, proved very peaceable and well-behaved,

nor was there one fingle inftance of his conduc, from

which he could fuppofe he merited the chara&er given

him. He feemed to rejoice at quitting the Albion, and

informed Mr. Simpfon, that he was cruelly beaten both

by the captain and furgeon; that he was half ftarved ;

and that the furgeon neglected the fick feamen, alleging

that he was only paid for attending the flaves. He alfo

informed Mr. Simpfon, that their allowance of pravifions

was increafed, and their treatment fomewhat better when

a man of war was on the coaft. He recollects another

inftance of a feaman, with-a leg fhockingly ulcerated,

requefting a paflage in the Adventure to England;

alleging that he was left behind from a Guineaman. He

alleged various inftances of ill treatment he had received,

and confirmed the failor of the Albion’s account, that their

allowance of provifions was increafed, and treatment

better, when a man of war was on the coaft. During

Mr. Simpfon’s ftay at C. Coaft Caftle, the Adventure’s

boat was fent to Annamaboe to the Spy Guineaman ; on

her return, three men were concealed under her fails,

who had left the flave-fhip—they complained their treat-
P ment
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ment ‘was fo bad, that their lives were miferable on

preckiar 1o or hoard—beaten and half ftarved.—There were various

[pringing out

of the very
Natire of
the Trade in
Siaves.

other inftances which efcape his memory.  Nr. Simpfon
fays, however, that he has ncver heard any complaints
from Weft Indiameny or ather merchant fhips ;—on the
contrary, they withed to avoid a man of war ; whereas,
if the captain of the Adventure had liftened to all the
complaints made to him from failors of flave-fhips, -and
removed them, he muft have greatly difireffed the African
trade. :

Captain Hall, of the navy, fpeaking on the fame fub-
je&, aflerts, that as to peculiar modes of punifhment
adopted in Guinecamen, he once faw a man chained by
the neck in the main top of a flave-thip, when pafling
under the ftern of his Majefty’s fhip Crefcent, in King-
fton-Bay, St. Vincent’s; and was told by part of the
crew, taken out of the fhip, at their own requeft, that
the man had been there one hundred and twenty days. He
fays he has great reafon to believe, that in 7o trade are
Jeamen fo badly treated as in the flave-trade, from their
always flying to men of war for redrefs, and whenever
they come within reach ; whereas men from Weft Indian
or other trades feldom apply to a [hip of war.*

The laft evidence, whom perhaps it will appear ne-
ceflary to cite on this occafion, is the Rev. Mr. Newton.
This gentleman agrees in the + ill ufage of the feamen

# The civcumftance of feamen in the Slave-trade being defirous of
leaving their thips, and of thofe in other trades ftaying by them, when
in fight of men of war, is confitmed alfo by Captains Smith and Wilfon,
of the navy.

++ Tt will be proper to mention here, that feveral fpecifick fadts of the
ill treatment of feamen in the -Slave-trade have been omitted in thefe
accounts, as well as that this ill ufage is confirmed by more of the wit-
ncfles, viz, Trotger, Dove, Parker, Storey, and Forfler; on the other
hand, about feven captains may be traced, three of whofe names only
are mentioned, (viz. Butler, Smith, and Frazer) who have had the merit
of going againft the current of bad example in the abufc of feamen in this
trade. If it fhould be afked how it happens that feamen enter for flave-
veflels, when fuch general ill ufage there can hardly fail of being known,
the reply muft be taken from the evidence,  that whereas fome of them
enter voluntarily, the greater part of them are trepanned, for that it is
the bufinefs of certain landlords to make them intoxicated, and get them
into debr, after which thcir only alternatiue is a Guincamian or a gaol.”

alluded
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alluded to, and believes that the flave-trade itfelf is a 94 Upge
great caufe of it, for he thinks that the real or fuppofed feciiar 22 or
neceflity of treating the negroes with. rigour graa'ua/l_y-f’}";’,’;‘;’;‘}i':"’
brings a numbnefs upon the beart, and renders moft of thofe Nature o
who are engaged in it too indifferent to the fufferings of their the Trade in
Sellow-creatures; and he fuppofes there is no trade in S
which feamen are treated with fo little” humanity as in

the African flave-trade. He has himfelf feen the failors,

when ficky beaten for being lazy, till they have died under

the blows. : -

P2 CHAP. X.
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C H AP X.

Whether it be true, as fome fay, that the Natives of Africa
are bap‘pier in the Eurcpean GColonies than in their
own Country.

F there be any of the flaves happier in the colonies
than they were at home, they muft be fuch as were
formerly {laves in their own country; and if fo, the Af-
rican muft be fhewn to be more oppreflive than the co-
lonial flavery.

This, however, is fo far from being the cafe, that, as
Mr. H. Rofs obferves, though on another occafion,
any comparifon between the ftate of the two is an * in-
fult to common fenfe. The flaves in Africa are men-
tioned by Mr. Towne as never i/l ufed by their own
people. They are treated, fays Mr. Keirnan, as Eu-
ropeans treat' people of their own family. They are de-
feribed again by Hall and Dalrymple as eating and drink-

* Some have even gone {o far as to fay that they are happier than the
labouring poor of this country : but it has been moft amply refuted by
‘Woolrich, Captain Wilfon, Jeffreys, Rees, Dean of Middleham, and
H. Rofs, the latter of whom, though he compared the different circum<
flances in their refpe@ive fituations at the requeft of the Committee, pre-
faced it by faying, that any comparifon between the ftate of the two was
an infult to common fenfes

ing
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ing with their Maflers. Captain Wilfon fays alfo they Slaves awell
live with their maflers, and are not diffinguifbable from :?".f_i‘” A
them. Mr. Falconbridge never faw any whom by their
treatment he could fay were flaves. Mr. Wadftrom f{pcaks

of them as well ufed, and Mr. Morley as treated with
“kindnefs, and better than in the Weft Indies.

Now, if the lives of the flaves in Africa fhould be fo
much happier (as may be feen by comparing the above
accounts with thofe in Chap. IV.) than the lives of -the
flaves in the European colonies, it will not be doubted.
that freemen in the former parts of the world muft be.
happier than flaves in the latter.

Though the obfervations already made might be fuf-
ficient (both with refpet to fuch as having been origi-
nally freemen, and fuch as having been originally * flaves
in their own country, are fent to the European colo-
nies) to difprove the aflertion infinuated in the title to
this chapter, yet as there-are other very ftrong proofs
in the evidence, it would be unpardonable not to cite
them in the prefent cafe.

Mr. M. Cook has often heard Africans in the Wieft Africans lyve
Indies exprefs their praife of their own country and thcir.’(/:f,’:h"f‘”b’ut
regret at 'leaving it. Lieutenant Davifon obferves it is ,1,/1,-,,; e
common for fick Africans to fay, with pleafure, they are filves in the
going to die, and are going home from this Buccra (or e
W hite man’s) country. It is alfo notorious that the Afri-
cans, when brought into the colonies, frequently deftroy
themfelves.. Dr. Harrifon, Coor, M. Terry, Cook,
Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, Baillie, Dalrymple, Davifon,

Dean of Middleham, Captain Rofs, and -Woolrich, all
agree in this fa&t. The caufes of it are defcribed in ge-
neral to be i// treatment, the defire of returning home, and.
the preference of death to life when in the fituation of

* Very few flaves in the Weft Indies are fuch as have been flaves in
Africa, for fays Dalrymple and Wadftrom, there are very few flaves in
Alrica at all, and thofe who have them, fays Morley, do not like to fell
#hem,

Slavesy
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Afvicans lrve " ; . .
o ¢ flaves, all of which are fo many proofs of their fuperionr
countrv, bue happinefs in their own country. It is alfo very remark-
defiroy them- able, as we find from Mr. Coor, that thefe alts of def-
fé.';;;’,’_"” peration fhould have been fo frequent as to have occa-
fioned it to have pafled into an obfervation, ¢ that the
Gold Coaft neégroes, when driven to defpair, always cut
their throatsy and thofe of the moft inland country mo/ly

hang themfelves.

To give a few extrals from the evidences on this
occafion. A negro boy of his, fays Dr. Harrifon, de-
tefted flavery fo much that he refufed all fupport, which
brought on”a dropfy that killed him. Another negro,
who had been a great man in his own country, refufed to
.work for any white man, and being therefore punithed
by the overfeer, he defired him to tell his mafter that he
would be a flave to no man. His mafter ordered him to
be removed to another eftate. His hands were tied be-
hind him, and in going over a bridge he jumped into
the water and appeared no more. Thefe are two facts
of Dr. Harrifon’s own knowledge, out of a great many
which he cannot now recollect.

Mr. Fitzmaurice has known too many fuicides,
among new negroes efpecially, both by hanging them-
felves and dirt-eating, which they fnew to be fatal. He
loft one year twelve new negroes by it, though he fed
them well.  On his remonftrating they conftantly told
him they preferred dying to living, A great proportion
of the new negroes that go on fugar eftates, die in this
way.

A planter, fays Mr. Woolrich, purchafed fix men
flaves out of a Guinea fhip, and put them on a fmall
ifland to plant cotton. They had a white man with them
as overfeer, who left them of a Saturday night. There
were no white inhabitants on the ifland.  On the Mon-
day following the overfecr returned, when he found a//
the fix hanging near together in the woeds.  Mr. Wool-
rich often inquired of the moft fenfible negroes what

could
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could be the caufe of fuch aGions, and the anfwer was,
< that they would rather dic than live in the fituation
they were 1n.”

As the laft proof in the evidence, and that an irre- G"ﬂf,ifyfgf
fragable one, how much happier the Africans are in “j;b:,’g‘”',’
their own country than in the colonies, may be ad-"kc Golics,
duced the great joy which is difcovered at their funerals bt lanensa-
by their fellow-flaves, and which joy is faid to proceed “** £

from the idea that the deceafed are returning home.

Mr. Douglas faw three funerals of Guinea Sflaves in
the Weft Indies. At thefe funcrals, fays he, they fing,
and_are merry, and, naming the deceafed, fay, be is gone
to Guinea.

Great rejoicings, fays Cook, are made by African
negroes at the funerals of each other, from a belief
that the deceafed are gone to their own country again.

African negroes, fays Forfter, fhewed the moff ex-
travagant joy at their friends funerals, from believing
the deceafed gone back to their country.

Captain Wilfon confirms the above by fating, that
he never faw any figns of happinefs among the imported
JSlaves, except at their funerals, when they thew extra-
vagant joy, from a perfuafion that the deceafed /s efcaped
Jfrom flavery to bis own country. Captain Wilfon, how-
ever, does not ftop here, for he goes on to declare, that
in Africa their funerals are attended with the moft mourn-
Sul cries.

It is impoffible to conclude this chapter better than by Mv. Dai
an extraét from the evidence of Mr. Dalrymple.— rymple’s
That gentleman fays, he might have had the means of'/‘;]’f:}{j;‘fg
putting his eftate in Grenada under cultivation, as he " 7"
might have had flaves from the houfe of Backhoufe and
Tarlton, but having had an opportunity, when on the
coaft of Africa, of knowing how happy the negroes

' wire
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Mr. Dal- Were 'in their 'own country, and knowing the unjufti-

')'"')"}IC" 'fiable means by - which they were made flaves there,

o ﬁ"b';fg’ their cruel ufage when on board fhip, and their fevere
ufage when in the Weft Indies, he could not confiftent-
ly ‘with his ideas of what was right, ‘purchafe any flaves,
and ‘particularly as he did not intend to remain on the
* plantation himfelf. :

CHAP
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C H AP. XL

Whether the Africans by good ufage bave not in feveral
inflances increafed by births in the Colonies ; z_md whe=
ther it be not clear from other facts.as well as the opinions
of perfons in the Ewidence, that they would increafe Ly
Population generally in Confequence of general good

Ufage, fo as to fuperfede entively the neceffity of the
Slave-Trade.

APTAIN ROSS fays, he knows of three eftates F/flates inths
in the ifland of Jamaica, one belonging to Lordf:,ﬁ'r'}:",z:
Dudley, another to Meflrs. Muir and Atkinfon, and a_ipicaus
third to Mr. Malcolm, on which there was a confiderable bave increaf=

increafe of the flaves by birth. aly Bikte

Lieutenant Davifon confirms the account given of
Mr. Malcolm’s eftate : that gentleman, he fays, had not
bought a negro for ten or twelve years, during which
time the flaves had confiderably increafed. Lieuteriant
Davifon alfo knew an cftate, where the negroes were
all Creoles.

Mr. M. Cook knew two eftates in the fame ifland,
on which he really believes the negroes to have in-
creafed by births.

Mr. Coor fays, there was a plantation in Jamaica be-
longing to a Mr. Dunn, which, when he Mr, Coor firft

went’there, was a fmall one, not for want of land but
of
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Zfates inthe Of negroes. This eftate at that time made about fifty
alanics on hogtheads of fugar yearly. In confequence, however, of
:"J/’ijdﬁ’ good ufage the negroes increafed fo faft (the children
bave inereaf. feceming to {warm on this eftate) that, before Mr. Coor
ed by birshs. quitted the ifland, Mr. Dunn had not only doubled the

produce, but had fettied another eflate out of it, which

made fixty hogfheads per year, and he had never bought

but fix new negroes in the whole time,

In‘the fame ifland, and parifth of Clarendon, the ne-
%‘xoes on Ramfbury eftate increafed fo faft, fays Mr.

itzmaurice, that a gang of them was drawn off to
fettle a new eftate, called-Yarmouth, which he had then
the care of, but the fettlement was difcontinued from the
change of the attorney. On Orange, in St. James’s,
no negroes were bought for at leaft fifteen years, and
they increafed ; as alfo on Eden in the fame parifh.
He lived on both thefe eftates.

Mr. Forfter, fpeaking of the ifland of Antigua, fays,
that on the whole of Colonel Farley’s plantations they
had no need of new negroes. He has heard the Colonel
fay there was a confiderable increafe, but on one particu-
larly. Mr. Thomas Gravenor’s negroes alfo increafed.
He knew Captain Thomafon, of Seacow Bay, Tortola,
who wanted no new negroes for many years.

Mr. Duncan obferves, that the treatment on the
eftate that he lived on, which was in the ifland of
Antigua, was better than common : the effet was
that the flaves increafed. The flaves alfo on Sir G.
Thomas’s Belfaft eftate, and Carlifle’s, and feveral
others he cannot now name increafed, or kept up their
numbers without-any addition by purchafe.

Mr. Giles fays, that on two eftates where he lived, the
increafe of the flaves, under a_milder treatment in the
ifland -of St. Croix, exceeded their decreafe by one per
cent.

Captain
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Capt. Hall, of the navy, mentions an eftate, belonging Zfates in the
to the Marquis de Rouvray, in the Ifland of $t. Domingo, :‘:,";f.'[‘;‘j;c"
where in confequence of good ufage the flaves increafed Afiicans
fo {?& as to have rendered any farther purchafes unne- f:l"bf Z{“l":“ﬁ
ceflary. by birthe:

M. Bithop told Mr. Town, that in a plantation of
his, in Barbadoes, they had not bought a Guinea negro
for upwards of forty years, and that by good ufage there
were a great many more now there than formerly.

The Reverend Mr. Davies fays, that on Kendal plan-
tation, in the ifland of Barbadoes, belonging to Mr.
Steel, the ftock of flaves was kept up by births. He
knew alfo a few other eftates which kept up their num-
bers without importation.

The Dean of Middleham, while in Barbadoes, under-
ftood from Dr, Mapp’s fon, that the ftock on the eftate,
to which he had juft fucceeded, had increafed fo much by
birth, that there was a redundance fufficient nearly to
ftock another eftate. The Rev. Mr. Carter’s {laves alfo
increafed confiderably, and thefe cultivated his glebe and
planted canes. The Dean’s brother alfo informed him,
that his own negroes had doubled their number by natu-
ral increafe in twenty years, and they were employed, he
believes, in common field bufinefs as other negroes. The
Dean had heard of feveral others of his acquaintance, who
had kept up their ftocks by the natural increafe, without
purchafe.

Having now mentioned thofe eftates, on which it ap- O:ker fatste
pears that the flaves have increafed by birth, it will be/i:,‘jd’lmy_
proper to mention thofe other fats in the evidence, by cyeaf: by tirib
which it will be clear, that the Africans by general good if swil wfids
ufage will increafe fo generally as to fuperfede thé ne-

ceflity of the {lave-trade.

1. In the Ifland of Barbadoes the field flaves appear
to be better treated than elfewhere.  Accordingly we find
from Mr. Woodward, that while refident there, in the

Q.2 years
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Ocker fa%s years 1782 and 1783, he never heard any complaint of
Z,{’,fm,‘;’"y the want of negroes to carry on the plantation or other
creafe by bipb bulinefs.  And yet he ‘does not recolle&t the jale of a

ifwell ufeds. fingle cargo of flaves duting that time.

2, Field flaves cultivating cotton, pimento, and coffee,
are defcribed by Mr. Cook as being treated better, and as
increafing fafter by birth than thofe cmployed on fugar
eftates,

. Domeflics are univerfally faid to be treated hetter
on the whole than fie. flaves, and thefe are generally faid
t6 increafe. There are many mere children, fays Jeftreys,
among domeftics than fieid flaves. Captain Hall f.ys, that
in his time the domsfircs were underfisod to increafe by birth,
and Lieutenant Davifon, that they did afually increafe.
Mr. Forfter gives an inftance of rapid increafe among
the domeftics. A widow’ Shervington was left in debt
‘with five or fix negroes, who by kind treatment in fiftcen
or twenty years increafed to fifteen or more, He knows
Jeveral inftances of the kind,

4. The Maroon negroes, originally Africans, who
live in fmall communities in Jamaica, as free people, and
who of courfe are not fubjest to ill ufage like the flaves, are
faid to increafe alfo. M. Cook believes the Adaroon
negroes to be increafing very faft. Lieutenant Davifon
aflerts, that in his time they increafed moft certainly. He
has often been in all their towns, and always faw great
numbers of children. Their numbers were confiderabl
more when he left, than when he came to the ifland. It
was impoflible for them to have received any addition of
pumber from other quarters.

5. African negroes alfo, when tranfported to the Eaft
Tnuicsy have, by good ufage, increafed there.  Mr. Botham
fays, that in the year 1764, the Eaft India Company fent
flave-fhips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to
Bencoolen, for their public and other works, nearly a thou-
fand flaves, and in much the fune proportion of men, wo-
men, and children, as they are carried from Africa to the

Weft
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‘Weft Indies, that is, more men than women and children, O%ker fafs
Thefe flaves, on the firlt years of* their arrival, from the ijmnffrar
unhealthinefs of the climate, and other caufes, decrrafed * creafe by birth
but when they had been at Bencoolen a few years, where i w-il yeds
they were humanely treated, they began annually to increafe ;
notwithftanding from the little attention that was paid to

their way of life, both men and wonen lived in the moft
abandoned way. The wonder was, that they did increafe,

as the young women {laves were common proftitutes to

the foldiers and failors.

6. African negroes alfo, tranfported to different parts
of North America, have, in confequence of being * better
ufedy increafed by population there.

Dr. Harrifon’s diftinction between the difference of
the treatment of the negroes by the Weft Indians and
Americans, is as follows. In Jamaica, he fays, flaves
were generally treated ill, and only individuals treated
them well ; in Carolina, on the other hand, they were
generally treated well, and only individuals ufed them ill.
—Let us now fee the confequences.

Mr Dove fays, that from 1774 to 17873 there were no
importations of {laves to Bofton or New York, and yet
he thinks that they did not decreafe in their number
during that time,

Tt was generally believed, fays Mr. Stuart, that the
Carolina flaves increafed without-importation,

Mr. Savage fays alfo, that where they were well ufed
in Carolina they increafed greatly. A friend of his,
Gabriel Manigault, Efq. informed him, that in 1737,
he had on his eftate. eighty-fix negroes, of which twelve
or fourteen were fuperannuated. The latter he replaced
by others. With no more addition than this, they had
increafed to two hundred and feventy about a year or twa
(1773) before he left the country.

# The evidences unanimoufly maintain, that their ufage is better in
America than in the Weft Indics.
Mr. Baillie



( 126 )

Otber fa%s  Mr, Baillie alfo, fpeaking of Carolina, believes the

to/few by, negroes are raifed there in as greata proportion as children

ercafe bybireh IN %ﬁburope, when they are in healthy fituations, notwith-

i wdlufid, ftanding which he obferves, that the cultivation of rice
is as laborious as that of fugar, and that the climate of
Famaica is much more favourable to the conflitution of the
negroes than that of Carolina.

Dr. Harrifon alfo gives his opinion as 2 medical man,
that the climate of Jamaica is more fuvourable to the
increafe of flaves than that of Carolina’; notwithftanding
which difadvantage Carolina increafed in flaves, while
thofe in Famaica decreafd.

Mr. Irving mentions the increafed population of flaves
by birth in Carolina to have been reckoned in his time at
Jrom two to ten per cent. and yet he fpeaks of the climate
n the fame manner as the refi. The breeding of flaves, he
fays, was confidered /o advantarcous, that the planter
generally valued a child, on the day of its birth, at five
pounds.

Mr. Clapham, examined on this fubje&, for Maryland,
fays, the negroes kept up their numbers there by propa~
gation, and increaled, fo that the overplus, in fome in-
dtances, were fhipped to the IVeft Indies. He has known
an hundred fales, where proprietors have had ¢00 many for
their ufe, in confequence of increafe by propagation, yet
_they were not thought to be * well treated, though better
than to the fouthward, and the climate was fubjcét to great
and fudden varicty of heat and cold.

Mr. Beverley, examined refpe@ing Virginia, ftates,
that the negroes there always kept up their numbers, and
generally increafed.  His father’s more than doubled their
numbers.  In 1761 he had about two hundred, and in
1788 he paid taxes on above five hundred and forty, of
whom not above twenty or thirty had been added by
purchafe. _

& The evidence warrants us in faying, that a flave in America, faid
to bg not well ufed, would be confidered as well ufed in the Weft-Indies:

Mr. Beverley
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Mr. Beverley was told in America, ‘that when the Otber futks
abolition of the flave-trade was firft agitated in 1774, :i{iz/”“’,,:ff’
many doubted the practicability of keeping up the num- capiysnth
bers by births, and the perfons -fo doubting have," fince if w! wid.
the abolition of the flave trade, exprefled to him a cin--

viclion that thiir fears were groundlefs. . -

Mr. Crew flates alfo, that the negroes in Virginia
increafed rapidly without importation, fo much fo, that
it was a general opinion that it was profitable to hold ' flaves
on this accounty exclufive of the profits of their labours
He thinks, at the fame time, that the culture of tobacca
is nearly as laborious as that of fugar, and that the’climate
of Virginia is not fo favonrable as that of the Weft Indies
to African conftitutions on account of the fevere * cold in
the winter.  Wir. Crew obferves, that the importation of
African flaves into Virginia has been generally difcon-
tinued fince 1772. : ;

From the above accounts, (by which the natives of Orher £
Africa have been viewed in different climates and fitua- :"‘IIMC'I:”
tions) but particularly from the laft, it is evident that‘g};ﬁli_
if they were in general well ufed in the European colo-
nies, they would fo generally increafe, as to fuperfede
the neceflity of the flave trade, for if in the American cli-
mate, totally uncongenial to their conftitutions, they have
generally increafed by births, much more would they in
the Weft Indian, which is reprefented as much more fa-
vourable to their propagation. This will be ftll more
evident, if we prove that they are prolifick in their
own country, and that the Weft Indian climate is the
fame as their own at home. Mr. Falconbridge fays,
that the females are more prolifick than thofe of other
countries. Qut of four or five deliveries, at which he
was prefent, there were twice twins. Captain Hall has
feen as many children in the towns and villages in Africa
in proportion to the grown people, as he has met with
in this country. Sir G. Young declares, that the negro

* As a farther proof, that the climate of North America is not con~
genial to the African conftitution, it appears from Ballie and Beverley that
the negroes are always healthier in #he fummer than in the winter.

women
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women on the coaft of Africa appeared to him as pro/ifick
as any race of peaple he ever faw in any part of the world,
and the climate of the Weft Indies to be not lefs favourable
to them than their own. Hence he fays, the ftock of
flaves might be kept up or increaled without any importa-
tions from Africa. At firft the deficiencies might be felt
for a few, perbaps twenty years, but after a while, they
would double their numbers, for he fees no phyfical caufe
to prevent a black man and woman being equally prolifick
in the Weft Indies as in Africa.

There are others, who from their experience in the
Weft Indies are of a fimilar opinion. Dr. Jackfon can-
not conceive, if flaves were well ufed, why they thould
not keep up their numbers. They are naturally prolifick,
and the iflands in general congenial 1o their conflitutions. —
It is the opinion of Mr. Coor, that, with kind and ju-
dicious treatment of the infants, the flaves in Jamaica
would increafe without any importations from Africa. Mr.
Davies fays the fame thing for Barbadoes.. Mr. Wood-
ward is not apprehenfive that the abolition of the flave-
trade would ruin his et Indian property. He thinks it
would be of advantage to Barbadoes. By ufing them
well, and by good management, the ftock of flaves would
naturally increafe without importation. And Mr. Giles
believes, that, if they were properly treated, their increafe
would be general throughout the iflands.

CHAP. XII,
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CHAUP XIIL

#hat appear to have been the principal caufesy implied in
the terin Good Ujage, of the Increafe by Births; in the
inflances mentioned, and what Regulations ought to take
place in the general pradiice of the Calonies, to infure an
-univerfal increafe. '

T“ \HE caufes of the increafe by births, on oné of the P"'”“'P“"L
eftates mentioned, viz. on’ the Marquis de Rouv- g’:ﬁ’:{? ‘
ray’s of St. Domingo, are defcribed by Captain Hall iucreaf by
as follows : ’ populasian.

The flaves were never hard prefled in their work.
The Marquis fuffered no improper intercourfe between
the males and females: every man had his own wife,
and no white was fuffered to disjoin that union. Hof=
pitals were built for the fick and pregnant. The latter,
when far advanced, were taken in there, and employed
in trifling work, till the time of their delivery. Here
they might remain, feparated from their hufbands, and
excufed from field labour, till the child could be fupported
without the mother’s help, or when their ftrength would
permit, return with the child to their hutbands, and take
the chance of work. In confequence, the Marquis had
not, for fome years, occafion to buy negraes. Having,
however, left his eftate to the care. of a nephei, upon
his return, after an abfence of two years, inftead of the
happinefs that reigned when he left it, he found nothing
but mifery and difcontenti{ The whites had feized upon

the
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Pricipal  the pretty women: their hufbands, through difcontent,
J‘:fi’:,-:’,f"" ran away, and the labour falling heavier upon the reft,
in,mfa/zgly they became difcontented,and their work was badly carried
gopulation. on : fo that it coft him two years, before he could re-
eftablith order. It was a pleafure to walk through his
eftate ; for the flaves ufed to look upon him as a father.

It is of importance to cite this eftate, becaufe, in con-
fequence of the above regulations, its gang increafed;
becaufe when they were violated it went back ; and be-
caufe, when they were re-eftablifhed, it was reftored to
its former ftate.  Thefe regulations alfo include 2ll the
regulations, except two, in confequence of which the
flaves increafed by births on the other eftates mentioned
in the preceding chapter, and therefore the citation of
thefe, in particular, avoids a repetition, and faves time,
The two regulations not included in thefe, are the fol-
lowing : — Mr. Giles afferts, that the purchafing of a
few mules, on an eftate which he managed, to carry the
canes which the negroes had before this been accuftomed
to carry on their heads, fo lightened their labour, as to
occafion them to increafe in population, whereas they
had decreafed before : and, on the eftate cited by Lieut.
Davifon, the .circumftance of Mr. Malcolm’s going
among his own negroes, hearing their complaints, and
not fuffering them to be punithed without his knowledge,
are reckoned among the caufes that contributed to their
increafe. :

Somegencral  Let us now fee what is the general practice in the
{’;‘:“Z"‘,“n:"; colonies, and what alterations fhould be made in it, to
GeINIESe . . .
infure an univerfal increafe.

1. It is the opinion of Mr. Fitzmaurice, as obferved
in chap. 4, that the forcing the flaves to labour beyond
their ftrength, is the means of bringing many of them
to the grave. MTr. Baillie fays, that many of their com-
plaints arofe from extreme fatigue, and that a little reft
generally reftored them, without any medicine being
neceflary. In general, fays Forfter, the planters have
no idea of improvements to eafe their flaves. It feemed

a general
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a-general opinion, that, if negroes were not conftantly Swme general
pradtices in %
kept at: work, they would become unruly. B Cotice.
2.. We have feen, in chap. 4, the very trifling faults,
for which flaves are frequently punifhed, at the difcretion
of the overfeer, and. the unlimited feverity of thofe pu-
nithments by the chain, dungeon, ftocks, projeing iron
collar, iron boot, cowfkin, cart-whip, picket, and the
like; all of which have a manifeft tendency to harrafs

human nature, and, in conjunétion with other caufes, to.
fubdue it.

3. It appears that no attention is paid to the marriage
of the flaves, fo that one man fhould be reftri¢ted to one
wife, but that there is a promifcuous intercourfe amongft
one another as they pleafe, (General Tottenham, Capt.
Smith, Sir G. Young, Forfter, Coor) ; and that this is
not only the cafe of the negroes one with another, but
with the negro women and the whites, the latter of whom
violate the chaftity of the former at difcretion, (Dean of
Middleham, Captain Smith, Davifon, Cook, Harrifon,
Coor, and Dalrymple). If the women are fent for by
the overfeers, fays Cook, for thefe purpofes, they mu/?
come or be flogged, and to fuch a pitch has Dalrymple
known this intercourfe to proceed, that female flaves
are offered by their mafters, even to thofe who vifit
them, and he has known compulfion ufed to oblige fuch
to fubmit to proftitution. i

4. It appears again, from chap. 4, that pregnant
women, to get the moft out of them, are frequently
worked within a very little time of their delivéry, and fo
hard and fo near to this period, that they often mifcarry,
as well as that, even in this fituation, they are not exempt
from the whip.

5. The fides of the huts, fays Coor, in which the
pregnant women are delivered, and children born, are
no more defence againft the cold night damps, than one
of our pafture hedges. Bedding they have none, but a

R 2 board
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Seme genevalhoard or bafs mat. The infant, for the firft eight days,

pradiicesin
¢he¢ Colonits,

Thefe eonti-
Ruing an
increafe

impoffible,

is never put 'to the mother’s breaft, but given to a
‘woman out of the field, who nurfes it, and who proba-
bly has a child two, three, or four months old : and
here Mr. Coor fubmits it to medical men what effe& the
milk of a woman hardly wrought and badly fed would
have on-a tender infant. They moftly die convulfed
about the eighth day. This want of care is the more
lamentable, becaufe, if they furvive the cighth day, they
moftly do well. What convinces him farther it is for
want of care, is, becaufe, where they have warm boufes,
kind treatment, and the child fet to the mother’s breafly he
very feldom knew any die.

Moft of the negro-houfes, fays Fitzmaurice, are open
to the weather, being wattled without plaifter. They
{leep on a board on the.ground, near the fire, and after
it goes out, they fuffer from cold and damp. This caufes
many.diforders, efpeciully to lying-in women, who lofe
more children by this than any other caufe, as they gene-
rally die of . the locked:jaw.

6. The Dean of Middleham fays, it ftruck him, to
fpeak generally, that negro mothers commonly went into
the field too early after their delivery, taking their children
with them ; that the .milk of the mother became feverith
with labour, and. the heat of the fun was too powerful
for the child, which was commonly.expofed in a bafket,
and, in rainy weather, unfheltered. The fame is con-
firmed by others. '

It is evident then, if the above be.the general prac-
tice.in the Colonies; if the flaves are over-wrought
and. haftily and feverely punifhed; if promifcuous.in-
tercourfe be allowed; ifthe women are.opprefled dur-
ring their pregnancy ; if, while lying-in,. they and their
infants are fo much expofed. to: damp and cold in their
houfes, that. many of the latter perifh: and if, after
delivery, they are too foon hurried, with theirfurviving
infants, into the field, it is evident, we repeat, that they
€annot poffibly, in general, increafe: but that fome

change
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ehange muft be made in the fyftem, and that the fol-
lowing regulations are the moft likely to anfwer the end,
inafmuch as, upon the adopting of them or fimilar
ones, the flaves on the eftates cited have experienced an
increafe.

. Regulation 1..  The maxim obferved on the eftate of Sowe Airr-
the Marquis de Rouvray, and fome of the others cited, ;ff::!;;['z'i'b"
¢ of never prefling the flaves hard in their work,” and necfary
¢ the fubftitution of animal for human labour, wherever /o ifiring
¢ it is practicable,” as mentioned by Mr. Giles, thould }',,',,m:,”j’l
be adopted on every eftate. !

2. A more general refidence of proprietors on their
own eftates, as on Mr. Malcolm’s, to attend to the
complaints and punifhments of their flaves, is ne-
ceflary.

3. Marriage, or the union of one man to one wo-
man, fhould take place, as in the Marquis de Rouvray’s
plantation; and this union no white or other perfon
1hould be fuffered to difturb or disjoin.

4, The women flaves, when advanced in their
pregnancy four months, fhould Be taken from the field,
and fhould have little and light work, as pra&ifed on
fome of the eftates cited to have increafed by births.

5. During the time of their lying-in, they thould be
put into convenient hofpitals, or, if allowed to remain
in their huts, thefe fhould be {o conftruéed as to exclude
the cold and damp, and every female fhould f{uckle her
own child:from the birth.

6. 1In fuch hofpitals or huts, they fhould remain, as
on the Marquis de Rouvray’s eftate, and be excufed from
field-labour, till the child could be fupported without
the mother’s aid, or, when their ftrength would permit,
return with the child to their hufbands, and take the
ehance of work.

Now,
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Some lter- [ Now, if it could be made appear, as it can, that the .
;:-'::‘,;ic’;’b’[c flaves in. fome of the eftates cited, increafed by the
wegary  adoption of fome one of the above regulations alone,
Sor ""f_""i? and that they increafed on others by adopting two or three
2’:{;’::}:?"1 of them, and no more, and that on no one eftate, as

appears by the evidence, were all of them in force at a
time, it is plain, that if all of them combined were put
into execution on each and every eftate in the colonies,

there muft be an univerfal increafe of the flayes there.

CHAP. XIIL
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C H A P XIIL.

Whether other Regulatious may not be deduced from the
Evidence, which would accelerate this Increafo by
Population.

E have found, that lightening the labour of the Fuidenas
flaves, attending to their grievances, puni{h-.ge’gzﬂfﬂ;’b"
ments, and the like, have been the means of contribut- i g
ing to their increafe by population ; hence any new modes acccler
fuggefted by the evidence, that will produce the fame % s
effects, or will tend to their better nourifhment or eftab-

lifhment in fociety, muft accelerate that increafe.

1. Let the plough be introduced on every eftate//% ik
Regulations

which will admit the ufe of it. ot

The introdu&@ion of the plough would, in the opinion
of Forfter, Sir G. Young, Rees, Harrifon, Giles, and
Duncan, fave the flaves much labour. Mr. Fitzmaurice
has known it anfwer this end. Mr. Woodward and Mr.
J- Woodward farther confirm the fame : the former has
reduced its utility on his own eftate to the following
rule : one plough, two men, and jfour horfes, do as much
work as thirty negroes, and, after the plough, it does not
require, fays he, much negro labour to prepare the
ground for the cane. He thinks that the largeft part of
the cane and ginger land in Barbadoes, may be ploughed
to the advantage of the proprictor, and the javing of
negrogs labour.

2. Ia
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2. In the earthing of canes, let the Eaft Tndian

fff’“’“"“” fhovel be introduced, in the place of the hoe, where it

is pralticable.

When the cane'is ready to earth up, fays Mr. Botham,
the fpace between the rows is ploughed deep, the cane
tops tied up, and an infirument like a broad fhovel,
with teeth at the bottom, a fpade handle, and two cords
fixed to the: body of the fhovel, ending by a wooden
handle for a purchafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth
up the cane, the ftrongeft holding the handle of the
fhovel, and prefling it into the ploughed earth, while the
other on the oppofite fide of the plant, by a jerk of the
cord, draws up to the plant all the earth that the plough
had loofened. Two perfons, fays Mr. Botham, and he has
been in the Weft as well as in the Eaft Indies, with this
inftrument will earth up more canes in a day than ten ne-
groes with their hoes according to the W. Indian method.

3. Let the commiffions or premiums paid in fome
iflands on the crops, be taken from the attorneys and
overfleers of eftates, and let falaries or an:augmentation
of falary be fubftituted-in theirftead ; or, let the premiums
and commiffions continue, but be paid fo much per head
for the increafe of the flaves,

It is the common praétice for attorneys, and often
for overleers to have a.commiffion on the crops. (Cook,
Davifon, Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, and Coor). This has
a manifeft tendency to make them pufh the negroes be-
yond their ftrength.  Accordingly we find, from Davi~
fon, that he has been with attorneys to vifit the eftates,
and he has feen them do little elfe than inquire about the
crops.  He never heard them make any inquiries into the
treatment or ftate of the flaves.  Coor fays, he has known
attornies wink at overfeers * prefling the. flaves to perform
more work than human nature could bear.

* There is alfo a very deftroive notion prevalent, viz. ¢ That he is
the beft overfeer who makes the largefl crops.” To this criterion.iofian
overfeer's merit it is owing that thoufands of flaves have heen killed by

being overworked. This notion ought to be changed for the following 2
€ That heis the beft overfeer who preferves the flaves.”

4. Let
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4. Lét the picking of grafs - fieither be extra worky 77 thft
tor done in the intervals of reft; butlet.a grafs-gang-ﬁﬁ”m’"‘
be felected for this purpofe ; ‘or - intirely’ abolith. grafs=
picking, by laying out pafture land. - o

This regulation, as tay be féen’in:Chap. IV. would
tend wonderfully to leffen the labour and punifhmenty
and, of courfe, promote the increafe of the-flaves.

5. Let the ‘corn given to the hegroes be ground for
them. _ ?

This regulation would tend much to lefleh their la-
bour, as will be feén from the following account. When
the women return home, fays Davies, they have to grind
their corn, by the firength of their arms rubbing it between
#wo fiones. They muft rife with the earlieft dawn to
prepare their food, that they may be in the field in time,
to efcape punifhment. Their circumftances; but particus
larly the grinding of their corn, tended to difcourage mar=
riage, the woman’s life becoming harder then from being;
thus a flave to. her hufband. :Forfter alfo obferves, that
the grinding of their corn at night,. by hand, was in
crop-time a great hardfhip. -

6. Let tafks of fuch.parts of the work; as will admit :
them, be afligned to the flaves as pratifed in- America.

In America, fays Baillie, the overfeer roufed ‘the
flaves, and fet them to work in the morning.  They did
not work for fet hours, but by tafk-work, generally 2
rood of land to each, when eafily cultivated ; when other=’
wife, the overfeer fets the firongeft to the hardeft work;
and wice verfa: and indeed it was ufual to leffen the
piece - of land confiderably, when uncommonly foul.
The negroes generally helped thofe who could not finith
as foon as the reft, fo that they left the field at once;
pretty early in the. afternoon; when their work ceafed,
and they were at perfect liberty for the reft of the day.
Mr. Baillie adds,. that the drivers feldom.or never whip-
ped the flaves through their day’s work ; beeaufe it:was

i ' 5 impoffible
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impoffible to know till towards the clofe of the day,
whether a flave would or would not finith his tafk, and
it.was thought.time enough to punith-when the negroes:
deferved it.

* This. politick method of working, by tafk has.been
triedin Jamaica.. Mr. Fitzmaurice hired fixty negroes,
all Americans, from;a Mr. Douglas: who, refided there,
and employed them in this manner. They had a tafk
meafured oug to them every morning by. Mr. Doeuglas.or
his overfeer, and which they finifhed by one or-twe-
o’clock, and had the reft of the day to themfelves. The
driver. carried no whip, and only. went occafionally to fee
that the work was properly done,

It will now be evident.to the reader- how much the-
introdu&ion of tafk-work: into the Weeft Indies would?
add to the eafe and comfort, and of courfe to-the ma-.
tural increafe, of the flaves.; for, by this wife-and psli-
tick method, the work is apportioned to. the firength of the-
Sflaves, and the weak are not obliged to kecp up with the:
Jlrong. ‘The whip.alfo, by which they.are ‘inceffantly-
harafled, is avoided. This.alone is of great importance.
Mr. Crew thinks the ufe of the whip-formed. a différence-
in the treatment of American and Weft Indian flaves great-
Iy to the difadvantage .of the latter.” ‘They have alfe, by
means of- the fyftem recommended; the ‘important: ad~
vantage of a part of the afternoon and evening 10 them-
Jelves, in which -they can cultivate -their little portions
of lands, prepare their- provifions, and - yet have {ufficient
time to. reft: all which would greatly add to -the: com-

fort of their lives.

If thiéte fhould  be any objetion te the introdution-
of tafk-work into the Weft India iflands, after what has-
been faid, it can only arife from a fuppofition, that the-
flaves getting their work done by two or three in the-af-
ternoon, cannot do fo much for their owner, as thofe
who work till fun-fet, on the prefent fyftem. The very
reverfe, however, is the cafe : for Mr. Fitzmaurice ob-
ferves, that thofe.negroes whom he employed by tafk in

j’amaica,



{ 139 )

“Jamaica, finithed their work by ‘one or two o’clock, ¥3at thefe
whereas the plantation negroes on the adjoining ‘land Regulations
would not finith #ill dark, even with-the driver, the fame e
quantity of land.

Having now Rated all that appears in the evidence,
on the fubject of eafing the labour of the flaves, as the
means of increafing them by birth, we come to a few
regulations ‘of another kind,

7+ Never let the fame perfon hold the offices of at-
torney and overfeer,. or manager: -nor let an eftate be
put under the care of an attorney who either-has many
eftates to attend to, or who lives many miles from the
cftate he is to fuperintend.

All thefe cvils are abundantly ftated in the evidence,
and, it is therefore clear, that the above fegulation would
have a tendency to cbtain prote&ion for the flaves, in
cafes of unmerited or exceflive punifhment, on the part
of the overfeer: for, by the 3d regulation, it would be
the intereft of the attorney to inquire into their com-
plaints, and redrefs them, and not, as at prefent, to
wink at their oppreffion; and by this regulation, he
would be at hand and have time to do his duty. The
flaves alfo would not be precluded by diftance, from pre=
ferring their own complaints. This fuperintendance of
punifhments, was one of the caufes that contributed to
the increafe on an eftate mentioned in the preceding
chapter.

8. Let a fmall part of the cane-lands be difmantled
and turned into provifion grounds, for the flaves.

The great want of provifions, which the flaves experi-
ence, has been amply explained in Chap. IV. It has
been proved that thofe who have Jand enough allowed -
them have not {ufficient time to cultivate it; but that evil
will be removed by the introdu&ion of tafk-work
(Regul. 6.) and thofe who have little or no land will
poflefs it by the prefent. This would be particularly
’ S2 uleful,
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;ﬂﬂll’l’fﬁ' ufeful, becaufe provifions raifed, fays Botham, feed nea
':f." U groes better than any dry or other provifions imported.,
. It'would alfo preferve them from falling off as they do at,
refent. Epidemicks, fays Coor, are more fatal to poor
and il] fed,-than to well fed, hearty flaves. But one
fatal epidemick prevailed while he was in Jamaica. It
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks, and generally
poor, ill-fed negroes died of it. Few well-fzd negroes
died of it, and not one white man. Nor need the planters
be afraid that the difmantling of the canes for provifion-
land, will rob them of their former profits. 1f a hun«
dred negroes cultivate as many acres of canes, and fifty
acres be deduted for their fupport, it'is not improbable
but that the fifty in €anes, with the labour of a hundred
perfons, may produce as much- as the hundred acres be-
fore ; for a hundred labourers are better able to cultivate
and improve fifty, than twice the number of acres, and
the earth will remunerate in proportion to the toil and
improvement beftowed upon it. Of this we may ad-
duce a ftriking inftance, from Fitzmaurice, He ob-
ferves that a gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon,
one of which Mr. Fitzmaurice managed, This gentle-
man had too few negroes for both eftates, but fufficient
for one. He, however, cultivated both. They pro-
duced him together 150 hogfheads of fugar per annum.
He became in debt, and his negroes fuffered. At
Tength, changing his plan, he difmantled one of his
eftates, and put both the gangs on the other. Thefe
were then amply fufficient, and he is now making 400
hhds, that is 250 more bhds. pry year upon this one eflate,
than upon_ both together before, and is now a clear man.
This regulation then would tend to the proprietor’s be-
nefit, as well as to -the increafe of the flaves.

9. Let every encouragement be given to the moral
and religious inftruction of the flaves, '

A deficiency in this particular, appears throughout
the whole of the evidence. There has been, however,
here and there, a folitary inftance of a contrary nature,
in the knowledge of Coor, Forfter, Captain Smith,

i " Duncan,
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Duncan, and Fitzmaurice; and thefe declare, that
where fuch moral and religious inftru®ion have been
encouraged, the flaves have.thewn. a better difpofition and
bebaviour ;. that they have alfo paid a more general at-
tention to marriage, and that they have increafed more by
the birtks. ’ .

Having now mentioned the principal regulations
which the evidence fuggefts, in addition to thofe recom-
mended. in the former chapter, for producing a natural
increafe of the flaves, ‘it is plain that were al] thofe re-
gulations combined, and generally enforced in the co-
lonies, that increafe would be proportionably accelerated.

C HAWP

What th
R:gulali?l?l
arce
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CHAUP 1V

Whether the Colonifts gould carry on the neceflary Cultiva-
 tian qf their Lands, without a frefb Importation of flaves
while this increafe was becoming effeltive s ory in other
Words, while the Generation immediately fucceeding thefe

- Regulations were growing up to [upply the natural
Deaths of the Slaves of all Ages, now in their Pof-

Selfion. i

By means HIS queftion may be anfwered from what has ap-
of tbe. l peared in fome of the preceding chapters.

j’)l'JgDIl"g .

,ﬁz;'yf,';,'_’ Slaves' have been thewn to have been wounded by
=en & Dri- the watchmen, in ftealing provifions to which they have
s mightbeen impelled by hunger ; but as, by fome of the fore-
Samens in the 80INE regulations, they would be fufficiently fed, (and
£ld, where they have been fufficiently fed the evidence has
fhewn that th,ey have not ftolen at all) thofe watchmen
would become unneceffary as fuch, and might be turned

into the effetive field-gangs.

It has appeared alfo, that where tafk-work is intro-
duced the whip is unneceffary : hence the drivers, whofe
only bufines is to force labour (and of whom there are
four or five, fays Coor, to every 100 flaves) might them-
felves be converted into field-labourers.

It
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It has been fhewn too, that, in coufequence of their. Be Dereal of
ing better fed; according: to fome of the regulations fug- i’:fl’,‘ ?w"
gelfted, they would be farlefs liable to fuffer from epl=dc rorardeds
demicks, and- it is evident, that, being better fedy lefs
worked' and’harrafled by the' whip, that'is,. in every re-
fpect, better ufed, their lives. would be proportionably
prolengeds

It has likewifé appeared, that two flaves, affifted by M -
the plough; do the'wark of thirty without it; and that, e
in the earthiing up of the canes, two flaves ufing the "4 %
Eaft Indian implément mentioned would do the work of
ten with the-hoes

From-the prefent compulfive’ and oppreflive fyftem, it 4 5
has appeared in evidence, that numbers of flaves run g:;;”w’::
away, and are laid up fickly. But the.regulations would (fiens 5
putan end to thefe evils, and the gangs, not being deferted fireng# aud
andthinned as before, would'become more efficient in-"**"

ftrength and number:

This ftrength and this number would:be rendered il
more effective; by the affiftince and labour of fuch, as we
have feen; are under-the prefent‘fyftem, often crippled or
badly wounded by the ‘watchmen. From the above
theen it appears;

1. That on the day the importation fhould ceafe, the Henceak~
-colonifts; by incorporating the watchmen and drivers in 257",
their field-gangs, would have an‘additional number {and e it
that a confiderable one) of feafoned hands by which they rifing g "
would be compenfated-for the natural deaths of thcgf;f;':::;’
working flaves, during. at leaft a part of the time-in piy,
which the-rifing generation were growing  up for la-
bour.

2. That' the natural deaths of the working . {laves
would be greatly and progreffively retarded, from that
day, and could not poflibly happen fo frequently as
before.

3. That
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Hence culi- 3. That, taking into confideration the retarding of
:;’Z"x.’:“d the deaths 'of the working flaves, and the augmenting of
«d 1ill by +theil number, they might not, in three or four years be
riflng ge-~“{o' reduced, but that their number might be then equal
:':;Z‘:Z’; , to what it was on the day of ftopping the importation,

7 when the whole of the efficient hands under the former

1o employ,
e wretched {yftem were not thus called into employ.
Y C ploy

4. That even if no augmentation could be made to
the number of working flaves, and their natural deaths
were as frequent as before, it by no means follows that
the cultivation need be impeded till the rifing generation
could grow up ; becaufe a much lefs number of hands,
affifted by cattle and the implements mentioned, would.
evidently do much more work than a greater, under the
prefent fyftem.

In fhort, after the circumftances ftated, and confider-
ing allo that there is now in the colonies a feries of
Creoles of all agcs, ready to fupply fucceffively the places
of many that would go off by natural death, no man
can rationally fuppofe, that the number of working
flaves could ever be reduced fo. low, while the rifing ge-
neration were growing up, as not to be as fully adequate
to the cultivation of the colonies, as they are at prefent.
Mr. Botham fays, that by means of two-thirds, nay even
one-half of the prefent force (and he {peaks experimentally)
the iflands might be much better cultivated) under certain
regulations, than under what he termns, the prefent mifer-
able management : and yet the regulations fuggefted by
Mr. Botham are not jo numerous as thofe deduced from
the evidence, in the preceding chapters.

Many do- If, however, any one fhould difpute this point, he
"['/"';’“ N‘jljmu{’c be told, that the colonifts have yet many other
;f:“;”fﬂ;',‘ refources. They have generaliy, in the firft place, a
number of domeflick flaves that are fupernumerary
and ufelefs. They have a great number of fuperfluous
domefticks at Barbadoes, fays Woodward, in town
and country. M. Giles thinks half the domefticks
of Grenada and Mont{errat unneceflary.  Licutenant

Davifor
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tenant Davifonhas known, in Jamaica, from twelve to May do-
twenty domefticks in a houfe, where half the number"’fﬁ ;:;?‘f‘”{ﬁ
would have done as well,” Dr. Jackfon too obferves, that if pecejary.
there are three times more domefticks in Jamaica than

would be in England, for the fame work ; and Jeflreys,
fpeaking of thofe in the fame ifland, fays they are too

many ; they are a nuifance from their ‘numbers. Hence

it is clear, that were it poflible a failure of hands for the

field could take place before the affigned epocha ar-

rived, many domefticks might be fpared, without any
inconvenience, for field-labour. Nor would this change

be at all difagreeable to many of them: for we have

feen their lives often rendered miferable, by being con-

ftantly under the eye, and fubject to the caprice of their

mafters and miftrefles, Coor, indeed, has often heard

many of them fay, that they would r‘.thcl be under the

field hardfhips, than in the houfe.

This refource, though very confiderable, is yet not i Bixck
the only one the pl'ntcrs are poflefled of : for many of"'/’"' o
the flaves are coopers, carpenters, mill-wrights, copper- ]\’ f”“f;‘_
fmiths, black-fmiths, and the like, all of whom could .
perform field-labour, and their places, if neceflary, be Wi
fupplied by white men, who, if temperate, would not
fuffer in their health.  Land furveying, fays Terry,
is exceedingly laborious in the Welt Indies, and yet he
followed it for feven years, without injury to his health.

He has often feen white mill-wrights at work in the
{un, whofe health did not fuffer. There are alfo white
coopers and blackfmiths there, but the former only di-
re& negroes working under them. Lieutenant Davi-
fon is furc whites, if temperate, could, without material
injury, do any kind of out-door work. It is well known
that the fhip-wrights and other tradefmen in the king’s
yard, Port-Royal, often work all day long, and he never
knew them unhealthier than people in general.  White
artificers do work at their trades in the Weft Indies,
without materially hurting their health. Captain Cook
has no ' doubt, and he {peaks from many inftances, that
white people by habits of temperance and regularity of

T hours

¢ Men,
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Al Black - hours, might bring themfelves to ‘go through. nearly as

:;,:’-ﬁ;;r,f"m ‘much labour and fatigue in the Weft Indies, as any

might be fup- people  whatever. Mr  Clappefon thinks the whites,

Blied by if temperate, are able to labour in Jamaica. He fays,

White Moy people work harder than the Englith failors there :
and Dr. Jackfon apprehends, as a medical man, that
white men may work as artificers, in the Weft Indies,
without any material detriment to their health,

CHAP
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C H AP XV.

W hether there be not a prevailiug opinion in the Colonies
that it is cheaper to buy or import Slaves than thus to
increafe them by Population.—and whether the very re-
verfe of this apinion be not truey namely, that it is more
profitable to breed than to import.

HAT fuch an opinion prevails in the colonies is Opinion that
too evident. Dalrymple, Captain Wilfon, Har- ',g’lfff“;f‘:

rifon, and Sir George Young, all affirm, that in their 4ee,
time it was thought by fome planters to be cheapgr to buy
than to breed. The prevalence of the fame notion is alfo
confirmed by others. Mr. Rees was informed that the
planters did not think it worth their while to breed more
than they did. The buying fyftem is faid by Dr. Jackfon
to have been generally preferred. Captain Hall fays, the
planters efteemed the charge of rearing a child to mutu-
rity, more troublefome and greater than buying a flave
fit for worl, and the fame opinion is defcribed as pre-
vailing by Fitzmaurice, Duncan, and Davifon. As a
farther proof of the exiftence of fuch a notion, we may
refer to the calculations made upon thele occafions. If a
negro lafted a certain time, fays Baillie, his death was
accounted nothing. This time is defcribed by Fitz-
maurice to be feven years. Captain Giles alfo heard the
term of feven years affixed for the exiftence of a gang of
negroes, which he faw, and we find 2 man of the nmne
of Yemman, by Captain Scott’s account, reducing his

2 calculation
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ealculation to four years, treating his flaves moft cruelly,
and faying that four years labour of a negro was enough
for him 5 for that be then had bis pennyworth out of him,
and he did not care what became of bim afterwards. 2

If ihe rewerfe A this notion is fo fatal to population, and is indeed

Z::’,f:?:,’::'”‘ evidently one grand fource from whence the prefent evils
in the colonial fyftem fpring, it will be proper to examine
the evidence, to fee if we cannot fhew the reverfe of it
to be true.

There is one circumftance that leads us ftrongly to
fufpect that it is not fo well founded as its general pre-
ens-thivd of valence fhould warrant, which is, that one-third of all
fﬁ;’f]’l"‘%""‘ltbat are bought die in the feafoning. This feafoning is not
./;'fb‘bﬂ«"f.‘,:’- a diftemper, but is the time an African takes to be fo
habituated to the colonial labour, as to be counted an

effetive fupply.

Some Planters, fays Woolrich, who have bought lots
of flaves, have informed him, that they have loft one-
third of them or more in the firft year of their feafoning.

Mer. Terry ftates, that very confiderable lofles were
common among the newly imported Africans. One-
third die within the firft year. Of a lot of fix, bought
by himfelf, two died within the firft year, and at the
end of five years two only furvived.

Mr. Forfter recolle&s a planter, who bought thirty
new negroes, and loft them all within the year.

Mr. Fitzmaurice, in the laft four years he was in
Jamaica, bought ninety-five new negroes. At the end
of that time, he fold fifty-two, all that were then alive,
and thofe not feafoned. Fad he kept them till feafoned,
he thould have loft more, and for this very reafon he fold
them. He thinks, on an average, at leaft one-third of
the new negroes imported, dic in the firlt three years.

Though
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Though this circumftance would induce us to think
that it was cheaper to rear than to buy a flave, (for in
eftimating the price given for one that is bought, not only
the prime coft is to be confidered, but a third more is to
be added to it, with various other circumftances) yet, as
fufficient data are not to be found in the evidence to
.enable us to come to a calculation, we muft be content
to abide by the facts that follow :

Thofe eftates, fays Forfter, which bought the greateft Purchaf: of
number of new negroes, were not thought to be the "™/
YA b - = the caufe of
moft flourithing. 1t was exactly the reverfe. cnbaiviafa
ments and
On an eftate, which Mr. Coor knew, the proprietor %4
was often buying lots of twenty, thirty, or forty flaves, and
yet this man, by ill ufing them, (which ill ujage is infe-
parably conneéted with the buying [yflem) fuffered a reduc-
tion both in the number of his negroes and the produce
of his eftate, fo that from good circumftances Ais credit
was in eleven years reduced to a low ebb.

Captain Scott was prefent at the fale of Yemman®s pro-
perty, the perfon mentioned to have adopted the fy{tem
of buying in preference to that of breeding, and working
his negroes up in the {pace of four years.

Lieutenant Davifon believes owners of flaves are very
commonly invelved with Guinea merchants; for they
often ftay on the eftates all the week, except Sundays,
with their gates always locked.

The dependance on the imported flaves, fays the Rev.
Mr. Davies, certainly contributed 7o ezzbarrafs planters.

Mr. Woolrich, who is qualified to give the hiftory of
Tortola in this particular, fays, that when he firft went
there, there were but few flaves, and that at this time
the planters were in good credit, and none of them in-
volved in debt. ~ In about three or four years, however,
after his arrival thére, fome Guinea thips came down

with
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with cargoes of flaves. The planters in general bought ¢
many of the new negroes died in the feafoning, and,
Guinea thpis coming down time after time, the planters
bought to fupply their places. This continuing, many
of them got much into debt, by purchafing flaves on
credit, and were obliged to mortgage their eftates and
flaves to merchants in England. He has never known
a planter, who thus mortgaged, pay off the debt. Some
in conlequence have been obliged to have them fold by
auétion, much under value, and he has known others,
even obliged to become overfeers where they were propriciors
before.  Since he left Tortola, he has been informed, by
means of correfpondence, or {eeing fome perfon from
the ifland, (which is generally the cale once a year) of
its annual ftate to the prefent time. The lalt informa-
tion reprefented the planters to be in very diftreffed cir-
cumftances. Divers of their eftates, mortgaged in Eng-
land, had been fold at publick vendue upon very low
terms, becaufe few were able to pay for them, and the
general credit fo low with the planters, that but few
could obtain the neceflaries they wanted from the ftores
kept there by reafon of their debts to the Englith mer-
chants. It has been his opinion for many years, that the
anneceffary purchaje of A rican Slaves has been the main
caufe of their embarraffinents, and the accumulation of
their debis. He is fure that feven-cights of them would
have been in much better circumflances, if they had not
bought any negroes during the time of bis vefidence there,
but had wed thef: they had with humanity and care.

To the above accounts we may fubjoin the following
from Mr. Savage. In the year 1739, he obferves, a
duty was laid in Carolina on the importation of flaves,
which amounted to a prohibition, and which continued
to 1744, The purchaje of n:w negroes baving involved
the pianters greatly in debt was the reafon why the Legifla~
ture laid it.

Thefe are fome of the circumftances, which are in«
tended to fhew, that the reverfe of the notion or opinion
mentioned
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mentioned, is true, that is to fay, that it is cheaper to Purchat of
breed than to import. Others are, that wherever cftates :'b:"m//z;:‘;‘}
are mentioned in the evidence as Bourifhing, and the emdarrapt
proprietors of them as clear men, it is where they have ments and
adopted the principle of breeding, and  of treating the i
laves they have had with humanity and care.® It may

allo be added here from the evidence, that the breeding

of flaves was confidered fo profitable in fome parts of
America, -that people held them for this purpefe aline,
independently of any profpet from the fruits of their'la-

bour.

#* Many other advantages appear by the evidence to refult from the
fyftem of breeding flaves and ufing them well. Suicide and rebellion are
peculiar to the imported flaves.  Hence the peace of mind and intereft of
the proprictor are materially concerned, and it fully appears that fuck
flayes do much more work than others in the fame time,

CHAP XVI
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C H A P XVI.

Hhether it be more politick to extend the Cultivation of the
Colonies by the Continuance of the Slave-Trade, or wait
till the rifing Generation fhall be capable of performing
it

Drefint pro- R. IRVING ftates, by means of official papers
duceof Wefl from the Cuftom-houfe, that the Britith Weft
Dudics fufi- [ndia Iflands, in their prefent ftate, produce annually a
ol 4 greater quantity of fugar and rum than is requifite for
ker depen- the confumptiion of Great Britain, her immediate depen-

dancics, dencies, and the kingdom of Ireland, and, to extend the
cultivation, he confiders to be very impolitick, for twe
reafons :

Extenfion of  Firft, becaufe fuch extenfion can only be made from
}"1”}’“”‘3/] " Britith capitals, whicn might be employed in carryiny on
,,:;}”',,,y(‘and extending the manufactures, commerce, and agri-
the capital of culture of the mother country; but which muft thus be
she mother ~ gransferred to the moft vulnerable parts of the empire,
souniry, . 3 . ) i
and there invefted in purfuits, which do not appear to
him to be produétive of a profit to the proprictor, or of
advantage to the publick, in any degree adequate to the
precarious fituation in which fuch property ttands, from
the contingencies of climate and of war : for, if but one
ifland fhould be loft, it is a complete lofs of fo much
capital to the empire: and Mr. Irving fhews their ex-
tremely hazardous fituation, by the capture of {ix of
them, and the final feparation of Tobago in the late
war.
Secondly,
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Secondly; becaufe the fugar and rum to be produced Car b made
by extending the cultivation (the prefent cultivation be-j",’:f‘l’ &b‘{/ ‘:"
ing more than fufficient for the demand of England and sounrics from
herdependencies ) muftbe exported to foreign ftates. This, Governmeat,
Afays Mr. Irving, is exceedingly impolitick ; for the fugar
made in the French iflands can be afforded (which he
thews by official papers) fo much cheaper than the
Britifh, that, in order to enable the planters to fell it at
the fame price as their rivals, Government muft give
large and deftrutive bounties. Mr. Irving even ftates,
and this again officially, that, in the moft favourable
period for the Britifh iflands, viz. before the late war,
the French planters were able . to fell their fugars from
twenty to thirty per cent. cheaper than the Britith plan-
ters: and he conceives it to be a maxim thoroughly
eftablithed in national commerce, that it is unwife to
puth forward by monopolies, reftrictive regulations, or
bounties, any branch of commerce or manufaures,
which cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within
fifteen per cent. of the prices of other rival countries.

"T'o the above reafons, given by Mr. Irving, we may Muft entaid
add, that the extenfion of the cultivation, by means of‘"““;"[”"""’sr
purchafing new flaves, muft be exceedingly irnpolitick,;:'.,;:,-m,_.
if we bear in mind the evidence adduced in the preceding
chapter: inafmuch as it muft be, as it ever has been,

attended with debts, mortgages, and ruin,

Now, if the above arguments fhould, in the opinion Whereas if.
of the reader, fully prove the impolicy of the meafure of 'Z'ad:/éy/ "
. ? . . 1 el
carrying the cultivation beyond its prefent bounds by %" "
means of the prefent fyftem, it will be very eafy to evince s avsideds
the policy of doing it’by means of the rifing generation
of {laves, and by them alone.* This will appear, firft,
becaufe the breeding of flaves where it has been attended
to as an object, has been fhewn to increafe the proprie-
tor’s capital: for this reafon therefore, and -from the
# Sir George Young ftates his belief, that if the flave-trade were
abolifhed, and every proper regulation adopted, to encourage the breeding
of negroes in the Weft Indies, the flock of negroes would gradually in-
creafe, fo as to be adequate to the clearing and cultivation of all the
Mlands, 1o the full cxtent of which they are gapable,
%) circumftance
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circumftance of the flaves being in this cafe the growth

“of the eftates, and not, as by the former f{yftem, pur-

Opjuion on

¢ juflicc and
policy of the
Aaveetrade.

chafed, #o capital need be drawn from the mother country,
to the hazard and detriment deferibed. Secondly, becaufe
thofe eftates mentioned in the evidence, upon which the
breeding fyftem has been moft attended to, are almoft
univerfally noticed, with this remark, namely, that
they had ““ got out of debty” or were flourifbing,” or
< qere making money.” Now, if eftates get out of
debt, or flourith, where the negroes are bred, while the
reverfe is the cafe, where they are purchafed, it can only
be becaufe the fyftem of cultivating by means of popula-
tion muft be cheaper than in the other way: hence the
Britith planters would be enabled, without any defiructive
bounties from Government to meet their rivals on an equal
or perhaps a more favourable footing in foreign markets.
It is evident alfo from the expreflions mentioned above to
have been annexed to thofe eftates where attention was
paid to breeding, that the planters would cultivate, in
this cafe, to their own certain emolument, and not, as in
the prefent fyftem to their cqually certain embarraffment
and ruin.

Having now mentioned the principal facts contained
in the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners
of Great Britain, in behalf of the abolition of the flave
trade, we cannot clofe this compilation better than in
the words of Mr. Hercules Rofs: he fays, « finally as the
<« refult of his obfervations and moft ferious reflection, he
¢ hefitates not to fay, that the trade for flaves ought to
« be abolifhed, not only as contrary to found policy, but
<« to the laws of God and nature ; and were it poffible,
< by the prefent inquiry, to convey a juft knowledge of
<« the extenfive mifery it occafions, every kingdom of
« Europe muft unite in calling on their Legiflatures to
< abolifh the inhuman traffick. This is not a hafty nor
© a new fentiment, formed on the prefent difcuflion,
¢ which has, in no refpe, influenced his judgment.
« The fame opinion he publickly delivered feventeen
“ years ago in Kingfton, Jamaica, in a fociety formed

«
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¢ of the firft charalers of the place, on debating the Opinin n i
¢ following queftion, (propofed, he thinks, by the late ,;l:/'{;/?f“f::’

« Mr. Thomas Hibbert, who had been forty or fifty jave-srade.

¢ years the moft eminent Guinea factor there) ¢ Whe-

< ther the trade to Africa for flaves was confiftent with

« found policy, the laws of nature, and morality?

This difcuffion occupied feveral meetings, and at lafk

€ it was determined by a mzjority, That the trade to

 Africa for flaves, was ncither confiftent.with found po-

 licy, the laws of nature, nor merality.”

43
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