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INTRODUCTION,

MY original defign, was to lay before the Public a.
free and impartial fketch of negro favery as it now
exifts in the ifland of Barbadeer; to thow how it would
be affeited by the abolition of the flave-trade; and o
rove by arpuments, founded on 5, the natural equA-
ity of :z;e natives of the immenle continent of Africa o
the reft of mankind.—1 4m confcious, T have not wil-
fully misftated or exapgerated ady one circumitance ;
1uc5yl have written with the caution of 3 man who ex=
pecls to mieet with the moft pertinacious contradifion,
——To give as aprecable an air, o5 [ could, to a fubjedt
in itfelf dull and difgufting, I have preferred the loofer
form of letters to the formality of a fogular treatife, —
The fketch I have given of the ftate o flavery in Fas
Jdica Was no part of m}:lphn, bur was drawn after that
plan was compleared. "This T hope will apologize for
fome repetitions in the Jatter part of my book,

The name and authority of an auther have perhaps
Er{:u:r weight with fome readers than, his ATEUMEntS:
uch perfons regard a propafition as true, not fo much
becaule n cefebrated min hes demonfirated it 25 becale
be has afirmed it. Thofe undoubtedly. are bad argu-
ments which require foreign aid ; but knowing that, on
account of the obfcurity u%“:m :u:hur,_:-;:njuod argu-
ments do not always operate with their whole intrinfic
foree, I have had frequent recourle to works of acknow—
ledged mesit, quotations from which, T am fenfible, form
the beft part of my book.—Yer, a5 & citizen of the
Jree republie of letters, I referve, inthe fulled extent, the
right of private judgment, which will not furely be de-
hied me while endeavouring to vindicate rights yer more
a yaluable
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¥aluable for an' injured mce of ' men.  OF this right T am
the more tenaciows, as it is well known thae fome, othera
wile great and benevolent, philofophers, in their attempts
to gain certam ends, hive gravely reafoned on phoeno-
mena which never were afcertained or which never exift-
ed, and have perplexed the world with (yftems ufelefs and
incongruous in themfelves, eonttadi®ory to onk' arother,
derogatory to the glory of the Creatdr, and in theircon-
{equences, fubverfive of the deareft interefts of mankind.
By the authority of thefe writers, or indeed af any deferin-
tion af writers, 1 do not think myfelf bound to be go-
wermed, exeept i fofar a3 they appear to me to have been
governed by unbiafled reafon and philofophy.  But, foep-
ticifm apirt, which has mifled them into theories incon-
fiftent with the fober parts of their works, the writers
allided to, like all the other preat writers of Eurdpe,
univerfally favour the eaufe which T think it my duty, as
far us T am able, to fupport.

Of the quick fuccéffion of praife and blame the reader
of thefe fheets will obferve féveral inflances which, if
jultice be ‘done to the writer, will not be attnbuted o
'}iim but to his fubject. In treating fuch a Ribjedt, Mipar-
fratity Wil affume fometimes the mile of Panegyric, and
fometimes the frown of Sative,  “T'o me it feems imprac-
ticable to tréat impartially ‘of the fevere ufipe of himan
creatures inJanguage which fhall not appear more or lef
fevere : and altopether impaofible faithfully to deéferibe
thocking abufes, ina way that fhall be Fcrﬁ:uﬂlf agree-
:hh!: to thofe who may be inclined to palliate or conceal

M.

On the other hand, T kave liboured to guard the réader
agninft an impreffion which, it muft be owned, all faith-
ful reprefentations of the Welt Tndian flavery are but too
#pt to make on inattentive minds. T Eruple not to re-
probate lavery, both in its confimmately abfurd princi-
tl:u,' and in its too general prachice ; but God forbid my

k thould lead o the foppofition, that there are not

® Thar any man, whatfecrer, fs competeat 0o bold, i the per=
fon of snatker mia the: fume abiobute progerty which he holds iin
& horfe; a.dagy or oven in ey Inankmage plece af goodi, See Brace-
eTeNa's Cozima by 1h'chy 24 a0d Mo T8 0% Sp. of Laws,; b: 58,
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perfons of worth and humanity in the Welt Indies. Bar-
badoes, in ﬁart'ir.l._l!ar, i5 adorned with many fuch chame=
ters; and has even produced eminent advocates for the
Africans. Mot to mention private letters and an able
anonymous. writer, Who figns himfelf A #57 Indian, 1
have underfood that 2 Mr, Arceyse (2 nome juftly i
tinguifhed in Barbadoes for humanity and good fenfe) did
himfelf and that, his pative, iland mueh credit by exert=
ing his cloquence and learning in behalf of the negro
Semmerfet. T the honour of that ifland too, T ought to
mention that it gave birth to that able and ref] [
advocate for humanity DeEay MicroLis, and o a cer-
tain other clergyman, of great worth and learning, who
hash favoured the (ime cauls with an extract from his

rivate journal which I bave fubjoined in the appendix.
?l‘hn reader will determine whather the ok 13 of
Josersn RacHELL and Joms do molt honoyr to Barba=
does where they practifed their wirtues, fo the snftclted gnd
igjured MEGROES, or o, hiuuman naure.

But the chapafter of the whites (and I will add of the
blacks) in Barbadoes, depends not on that of 3 few indi-

viduals, however diﬁin%uiﬂrr.:l for wirtue and talents.

Every period af it's annals (I have reafons for withing the
faft to be particularly noticed) hath been marked with
{syalty and an_atmchment to England awhichk, I humbl
think, ought to recommend that ancient colony,to the fpe=
cial attentien of Government.  About the clofe of the laft
century, a fingle eftate in Barbadoes equipped 2 company
of foldiers to be [ent againft Guadaloupe. [In the war
before the lafly that colony raifed both men and money to
affft in the reduftion of the French iflands: and theic
conduid, on a fmilar occafion; durng the late Yar,
nuglht to be remembered to their praife.® Yet ev
real friend of the’colony laments, with me, the

of a,milftis, which, in propection to the fze of the ifland,
might caily he rendered the malt refpeciable in the Welt

= On wery matsre pecalleflion the auther canmot be altogether
certain wheiker the proyifions seationed pa E_t,d werne slipally fips
fed e not for St Leeha  for e then lved In tha comntry; aad
the slsesfey of all ranks’ te previde Tive floek asd com for o
patrltic 3 pocpals woold maks the fame impredlion on the sathsr whes
thir the fdpplies were of were not secepted. Iu Ja Tuifchent for the he=
ngur of the iasd that they wers pravided, voted and afered,

az Indies,
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Indies; and which, could 2! the negroes be prudently re-
lied ony would be frrefiftible, g

I hava reprefented the favery of Jamaica exadtly as T
found it in their own papers, which, independently 'of
any thing I have written, demonitrate the horrld ahufes
pradiifed jn that iland.  Bot fr be it from me to fovour
a fuppofition that there are not charafters in thar ifland,
both poblic and private, whe deferve well 'of mankind.
Eamai::m it appears, may jultly boalt of 2 GrAY, an

pwARDS, and no doubt of other diftinguilhed advo-
cates for humanity.  On thofe gen:]:n::n in particular,
aud on the legillature of Jamaica in general, the lame unae
nimity of that numerous and refpeciable body, in endea-
yourifip to meliorate the condition of the Mives, refleds
euch honour.  Maor is this the only infance of their con-
duft which merits praife, *For the Fun:h:lft of wine,”
fays Docvor HusTer, fample provifion was mades by
€ the illand ; and it cught to be mentioned that the gxe
f NERAL ASSEMOLY OF _]'M.M:ca. bath in this and in
* pvery thing elfe, appertining to the accommadation of

¥ the troops, thewed, atall tmes, 2 moft laudable difpo-

* fition to make the greateft oxertions."*_"Tha fpiric
good fenfe and hum:nﬁy of the printerst of the Jamajes
newfpapers ought not ta be forgotten: for they have
fhown themfelves fuperior alike to the tunts of the ¢ pro-
¢ Higate’ and the malevelence of the ® unmerciful 3¢ dif
couragements which all good men mult expet to meee
with in the difcharze of their duty. Were T to rive 2 fimi-
lar account of the Barbadees printers and their swarthy
correfpendents; it woold be fid T coureed their applaufe.
Let the humane enquirer into this fubjeft compare the
Barbadoes Gazette' and Mercury with' the gthee Wit
Indian prints, and judge for' himielF,

Toa certain other fugar colony, the excellent effays,
g whiich ‘the following 15 an extract, would have done
more credit, had not Cowmeil of that colony fent for

® 0L an the THifeafes of the Army In Jes, pristed 278E—p. 324,

Tl am ferry ta excopt the printes of the Sav. la M. Gag, fee Be Bi@s

T See po 0qt—The printers of the Jam. Gar huve inferted the D, or
Misperwan's valuabls letcesy ax full lengehy 18 their paper of Margh

E. 1784
' the
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the printer and commanded him not to prefume to infere
any mofe fuch improper ftuff in his' paper—an interfer-
ence which the Council of Barbadoes would have defpifed.
The werthy and refpeffable author has dared, in the midit
of enemies, to own the obnoxious effays ; ‘and I think it
ot improbable that they may come regulurly before the'
public.’ “We next behold,” fays he, “our African con-'
& dufled to the eftste of the proprietor, where, for a fhort

time, his wants: are well fupplied ; and he i$ treated’
with fome attention and i.ndu?g:ncr, Hiappy would it
be for himy, and much to his owner's frue arfereff, iF
this indulgence were founded ori the pure motives of
juftice and humanity ; and If it were part ‘ofa fyltem
of rewards and pumithments to govern him in propor-
tion'to his deferts. ' But forry we are to difcover, thae
itis an fmolgence merely to bagncle b inte the profeiva=
tian jq(ﬁir variftence—to train him' on o that laboor of
which he muft foon ke an equal (hare with the reft';
apd, when he i thus breken to the yoke, is to ceaft.
It is indeed an indulgence cruel in its confequences and
abfiird in its'operation ; for inftead ‘of being continued
and increafed, in ‘proportion to fervice and goed con-
duét, it is'cuftomary to withdraw it az the time he be-
comes ufeful—to leave him, in the volgar phrafe * to
fhift for himfelf,"—to confign him over toa (pltem, the
only charnéteriftic feawres of which are coercion and
punifhment. - Here then looking uwp in vain for that
notice and faveur which he may be inclined to deferve,
and expecting nothing more for his beft exertions than
the nepative advantape of an exemption from corredtion,
heenters upon the train of his miferies and his toils.
£ He is often fpoken to reproachfislly®—always with in-
& difference, his little wants and' his interefls are too fie=
£ quently pafled over with contemptuous negledt; nay
¢ [ometimes his fupplicatidns for fome trifling boon ex-
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& 5 Cupdes (i sy ufe s vulper enpeeflisa, which for aught 1know
may nat be peoddiar to the Wirlk Indis] Corfes do mot make boles i the
* fudn,’ thooghy In fome cafes, they are pecullacly. Bemtal, not to foy
Bt thf:: e |].:|. § have therefore waleen but listde podice of the i
bullve language of drivers, &¢. &< to faves. To me, when I &rit ar-
pived in the Weik Indles, the indecent language; oaths and kmprezatineg
Y e eftcn heand, ‘hot 1o rentian ether thing which were mr
g0 me, were, to the laf degree, fhocking and intolerable s but caflom
gimieidies the fopce of foch lmprefllos.

pof
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¢ pole himeto abufe ‘and punithment,  We kind na foath-
L infr words, that precions balm which benevolence pours
t into the wounds of fuffering and of forrow, are cver
Eapphed to brmig but unbeloved and wnbefriended—the
£ butt of ill humiour 2nd of palion—the fpeftacle of over-
£ weening sutharity to look down upon and defpile—he
£ eontinues too beat the fame toillome and wenrifome
¢ round, till death ifTues that fismmons, which he is not
¢ unwilling to obey, and, with the happy. fuperftition ef
“ hig untutored mind, he antieipates his retirn to that
¢ fhare”
A Wiere fleter once more their native land behold,™
Mo FIENDS formenty B8 CHRISTIAKS thirfl for gald,®

The narrew limits of my waork oblige me to omit fome
collateral matter 1 had collefted, incleding anaccount of
the [fate of fociety in Africa,, extrafled from the belk
midern authors, and particularly from o work publifhed
by autharity, at Paris, 1776, antitled ¢ Hifkoire de. Lo-
@ anpo, &c.  © The Hiflory of Loango, Kakongo and
* other kingdoms in Afriea; &e. dedicared to Monsieog?

$:h= king's brother) * by the Akl Proyare.’  This re-
pectable work, indeed, deferves o bétter reception in this
country, than to be publihed in mutlited fagments ;
for T will vesiture to {E[, that a good tranflation ef it

would compleatly overthrow. the omng outang (yftem,
and cifeftunlly qualh that filly feepticiim, relpedting the
morzl end intelledhual Racultics of the Africans, which, of
late, hath wolully perplexed certain men of ferupulous
canfoiencesy who in fuch cafes can have no reft ill they
publifh their doubes} for the fengfir of mankind.— Among
other infiances which the prefent controverfy affords of
the flrong. fupport o caile may receive from the concel=
fiops of adverfaries, T mention with plesfure Licutenant
Matthows's voyage to Sicrma Leone. | This author is a-
pain{t-the aholition of the Nave trade s but his account
of the country and che inhabitants appears to be juit and
candid, and it does fo much credit bath to the heads and
to the hearts’ of the Africans that [ cannot but recom-
mend it oo the attention of my readers ; efpecially as the
book contains not & fingle argument for the wleration of

® Popz,
the
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the-flave trade which can work conviflen In minds ac-
cuftomed to reafoning of any fort,  All fuch arguments
vamilh before thofe of Mr. Clarkfont like ghofts beforg
the rifing fum.

1 helieve moft confcientious inquirers into this fulijeft
are condinced that rodl of the very wwerfl dind attend the
flave trade and the Welt Indiin flavery. Such pesfond
will nee wander at fome warm lanzwage which has drop=
pied from my pen.  But the convition of enlarged minds
is not the conviion of the crowd who are feldom :I'h'nﬂgiy
affieficd with remote objefts.  Hence, perhaps, 2 eoole
nefs, refpeéling the flove-tradr, in fome who are profeffed
friends to its abolifion : nos, canit be e d that the
whips and chains and tortures of fovery will operate with
their full force on men who have never witnefled their
deplorable cffeéts, For my own part, 1am convinced,
partiewlarly by the Jamuica papess, that the irrefiftible
eloguence of o Chatham, the emphatic linguuge of a
Shitkelpeare—nay the divine fervour of an laimh could
not have done more than juitice to this fbjedt:

Still T fhall not be at all furprifed i certain, ronders usi-
able to explain away fafls (not to mention arguments)
{hould affect to reprefent thele letters as the mere effu-
fions of 2 heated imagination, and the writer as an intetm-
perate zealot, perhaps as a rank republican—juft as if an
abhorrence of favery implied a love of anarchy. The
fatal effefts thefe extremes have ever had on the happinels
of mankind fhould teach Britons to revere and to fupport
the conftitution of their country as the poblelt that human
wildom ever devifed, or an indulgent Providence ever fi-
voured,—But the author treats: not of any kind of luwful
government which is the very bond of fociety, but of f-
ranny which diffolves it not of fubjets or citrzens, but of

+y and not of pelitieal bue of PERIONAL SLAVERY
"—a ftate which is the very negation of law and morality,

a ftate which, as he has proved it to invelve every crime,
can have no lowful exiftence among men ; and which, as
the worlt of all poffible focial evils, all civilized nations
and all wile ftatefmen, (hould, by a general combination,

4 Sec Effay on the Jepeliy, &5
and.
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and gradual meafures, labour to root out from the face
of the carth. Such are the fentiments of Meontelquien®
and of Neckar, and fuch, we humbly truft, are the fen-
timents of a great majority of the Legiflature of thefe king-
doms, and, particularly, ‘of a Statefman to whole virtye
and ahilities the credit and the conflitution of his country
owe ftill more than thofe of the rival flate do ta 3 NECK AR,
—*'* Would it be a chimerical projedt” fys this Jafk
great man, Yto propole a peneral compait by which all
* the European nations fhould unanimoully BpTee o a.
“ bandon: the African fluye-trade 17

*«* The author has aimed at perfpicuity, but he pre=
tends not to fridk technical propriety, of {Hle, which can
be expefted only from ‘profefonal men, Itv this refpeit
he may have failed 3 but mare perhaps fnappesrance than

in reality. The impesfeflion of the remarks he Fas made
on the fave-lows may induce forme humane aad able gen.
tleman of the liw, tobs refdes or bar refided in the Bl -
dfesy {and fuch he could ‘name) to review the RERTO Codes,

and to point out their numerous defelts and their general
meificiency.

® Far the fentiments of Mantefqoien and Rapmal, fez P 5%y Belr
tBxckan op Finance, vi 1. Pt
i




TO SIR JAMES JOHNSTONE OF
ELPHINSTONE AND WESTER-
HALL, BART. MEMBER OF PAR-
LIAMENT FOR THE BURGH OF
DUMFRIES, trc.

SIR,

AM perfoaded the beft apology I can offer

for the liberty I take in addrefing the fol-
lowing Letters to you is, that they are inten-
ded to promote the caule of humanicy ; and,
being the work of an gblcure individual, they
will derive weight and importance from bein
addreffed to a Britith Senator, who is pof-
fefied of alarge property in the Weft Indies.

Truth affefts not the' pompous language of

panegyric. The pare you rake, in the :nfuin%
parlinmentary difcuffion of the Slave Trade, wil
publifh to the world what Ian?u age beft fuits your

charafter. Theoppofition of intereft, real or ap-
parent, to principl:, conftituces an ordeal, which
nothing thore of the moft pure and' difinterefted
virtue can endure. I will venture to fay, that
the friends of humanity have no reafon to be
anxious about the iffue: for, to fuch men, and
te {uch fenarors, as Sir James Jouwsroxe, and
many fuch I ruft there are, they may fafely com-
mit the caufe of the injured Africans. '

‘With the refpect due, not only to an honelk
man, and to & virtwous Senator, but tooa by-
mane, difinterzffed Plantery] have the honour to be,

Sir, your molt obedient, humble Servant,

WILL~ DICKSON,
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O F all the prejudices that ever blinded mankind, that
which leads our African Traders and our Well
Indian Colonifts to imogine thae théy oughe to be the
fovereign arbiters of the liberties apd the lives of the en-
flaved Megroes; is one of the moft monfbrous and abfurd—
a prejudice peculiarly repugnant, if not in fome degree
dangrerous, to the conftitution of this free country.

pkh uliirped powers, it was caly to forefee, would be
fupported with A perfeverance proportionsd to their fem-
' r:aiimpmumz. and m the'depree in which they appear to
affelt the interclls of the flave merchants, and  of that ufe-
ful, and, on feveral accounts, refpedlable clafe of men, the
Welk [ndian Flanters. When the interells of men are en-
gﬁiml, their paflions will not long remain neater.  Hence
it I altopether impoffitle to write againft the' African

trade, or ‘the Welt Indian hm:l!n;r:, without inducin
cenfure or provoking refentment, if not perfecution. i
confels;! therclore, that I fhould feircely have taken upon
me to, communicate to you, and, through you, to, the
public, the little keowledge of this difgresable fubjedt
of which I am poffefled, had not £, in common with
every man who has refided in the Weft Indies, been
publicly and earneltly requefted by the frieads of huma-
nity, ant, urged, by the spologifts, efpeciilly by the
autamymans apologifts, for favery, to publith what I know

of. the treatment of the flaves in that part of she world,
In fupport of 2 bad caufe, bold and adventurous affertion
will often [upply the place of faft, particular truths will
be magnified into univerfal propofitions, and plaufible fo-
hiftry will aflume the gait, and ufirp the throne of rea-
on. I fhould have continued to view Tueh artifices with
fecret indignation, had not a writer, who has alfumed the
fignature ‘of Giodr, in the Moming Chronicle of the sth,
bezn fo, infufferably peremptory in his: language, ‘thae I
relolved,
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refolved, at all évents, thae he fhould not palt unnoticed,
This writer appears to me ta polles, and if he bo the
perfon 1 fulpect, T may fy, I know, be poflelfes, tlens
worthy of bedter employment than writing in 2 newl-
paper in favour of flavery. I am ready to allow the
perfon I allude to a great degree of perfonal worth in
every other particular, and am willing to make ample allow-
ance for his prejudices, It would give me great pain, if
any wnneceffiry expreffion fhould drop from my pen which
might perforally lurt him or any of his friends. Hut, after
all, T am perhaps miffaken in my conjefiures.  All T
know, with certainty, is, that the language of Cfuis is in-
decent, and fuch as of directed to; or obliguely aimed ae
me, I would in no fituation bear, I mu nﬁfcw: 1o,
that the prefent letters are not intended a3 a formal anfwer
to his piece, which may be f[id to be the decafon,
rather than the omfe -ug their H.]EPEEHME; and : that,
whoever he be, T fhall take no ‘farther netice of him,

unlefs be thould chooley ix frepria perfing, to controvert
any of the feds which' I fhall mention, ar beving faflen

sorthin el Al uﬂj“c’mﬂe'rn.

Another writer, in the above uleful and well condudted
papery who figns himfelf A4 Friend fo Adonfind, had affere=
cd, that he Em:w an inflance of a Negra having been
ftabbed to death by a white man, in one of the pringipal
towns in a certain illand ; and that the rpetrator of the
deed' efcaped with impunity. “This, if Tnght!}r remem-
ber, 18 the purport of that writer’s affestion. It corre-
{ponds o very exaltly with ane deed which was: eommie=
ted, while I refided i the ifland of Barbadocs, that, eall-
ing to mind the freedom with which, while there, T have
often treated the fubjell of flavery, znd thas, though T
had it in my power, I never did enflave, or contribute to
enflave, a fellow-creaturd, I have reafon to think, that
fome of my Barbadinn friends will fufpedt me to be the
perfon. who figns himfelf A Friond ts Mavkind  For
thelr fatizfaftion, and to froe mEIEEE' from the odium of
having officioally meddled in this bufincis, I think proper
to declare, that | am, neither diredlly or indire@y, con.
cerned in the piece which bears, that fignature, | T T had
written fuch a piece, T fhould certainly have made choice
of fome fack which fell more immediately within my own
' e knowledpe,
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knowledge , and where weuld have been the im i
o Sichih Mot Muit, Mook (it valle & very loudly for
namesy 1 will tell Bim, that, fome years age, one Bertbam
gries: TAN A W through the body with a bayonet, in
iphti-temmy Havbodaes.  "The negro was the property of
e deceafed Jfafeph  Harrisy Efq. of the fame town.
Whether Jones was convifled or det, and fired for the
deed, T do not at prefent recallect. Certain itis, he died in
his bed ; and yet, for aupht I know, the law ®, as it now
ftands, miﬁh: ave been [arisficd.
As T did not fee this deed perpétrated, T muft reft it on

the general, uncontradifled report of the town where it
happened. Since, by having been, in fome meafure, com-
pl!ﬁtﬂ to publilh it, T have been drapzed into a contro-
verly, which, but for the rooted prejudices and the appa-

S LIf any negre o7 otleer’ favey under pumifhment, his mafter ot
kil ondzry for ranalag away, oF any ather eskme or milfdemesnor ta-
& sywardi bl fadd malier, snforfupately ﬂ.l:]l]'ulr:r]:.ﬁ RT3 mtm}:r{wllic&
€ feldam happema) wa perfon wbsfeoer Ball B lable te apy fire rberss
Cifie. Baty if mny man fhall of wastonmels, ‘or anly of Eeedy minded«
¥ “nelly er croel infefitian, il rll:r Ill'n' i'ﬂt,;ﬂ; o ather Nave, of & wiiir,
8 he fhall T—a:,- Into the pebicd freafary Efeees peveds Stesfing 5 bot if he
€ il fio B amsther mam'sy he @all pay o the owper of the nepro dead rbe
& guley; and knto the pebfick treafory somty. o peands Sierling § and he thall
€ farther, by the nest julliee of the peace, be boand to his good bebavienr,
B ﬂ'.d']l!‘ khie F.'ln{u“ ef the Gavessor and E'«:ruﬂ::ﬂ znd not be |ighle 1a
& a3y ether punifhment or forfeiture far the fame. Heither § he that
& Jilly ansther mus's pegroy or ether Mave, dy aeclsmr, Tiabls to amy other
& penalty, but the ownee'h 4R o v, Bur, 0F any peie foall froskalier,
% ap pther ;u"ﬁ-n. Eilf a pepro of ether fave by :‘i|: £, oubof the road
¥ or gommpn path, and [bealing o7 attempting te fleal his provifions
¥ [winey or other :m-él, he Sall s d0 accmrealle for ity any law, dse
§ tate; or erdindade to the coarrasy astwithlandisg,' Laws of Bir-
badpen, Mo, B3. ch. |r|; Hall's edits 1764 Thizlaw wai paffed in the me=
marzkle Ftrﬂ.nrr.bu} fana fln famadevd and pran T Y ErGHT Jm=T'o annal the
crimeef murder; to [xEa pecusisry valse onthe Hves of men, and 12 a8
the #f Bhad imto 8 g freaim here exifly net vpen the rarth
a |r:iﬁu¢f¢ CoImgetent I:ﬂlr‘:lllft I.'|.-r.'|1‘rn_|:|w 11 It haa hee?::r_.-mbll:a!.
im [evers terma, by fevera] excellest wiitern, Nur the prefent i2habls
tunis of Naskadbcs -nu.El. naf o bhe }:;d:l:i'.rﬂ fur the Barbarsui ats aof
thels ancelbars, any more than the predent Englith ought tobs reprosched
for the equally barharess liwy of villainage, whience thale afby spperr'ta
Tave been quri:ﬂ, er the Scatck; becpufe the feuds] ryTansy had fame
operatlony In a corner of their cednley, within the preleat egntury. The
Harhadinss, however, it muft be owned, will be very bHlameabls, to ule
a mild term; if they. fulfer chemfelves to ke governed any ' langtr, ei=
ther by the letter o the (pirisof tlis Liw, &F ehey do &ob tear it from
thele fututesbick, and confign it 1o thay uiter aod everlafiing obiivioe,
ta which, In thivenlightened npe, under the sufpices of a mereifal king,
every, Barbarows wiige, withinthe happy pule of the Baitilh empire, in
evideatly haltomiag.

rent




CAsH) :

rent interefts of men, could never have been a controverfy
at all, T fhall proceed to delincate the prefenc {tate of
favery in Barbadoes, with freedom, but with impar=
tiality. | fhall afterwards relate fome facts, fimilar to
that above mentioned, interfperfing and adding fuch rea-
fonings, as the fubjeft on which a great deal yet remains to
be faid, may appedr to fuggelt; or which a contrated plan
will allow, ;

In profecutingz this fubject, 1 fhall moft carcfully avaid
all perfonal allufions, which can palfibly. be avoided ; and
fhall decline mentioning fuch names as may tend to hure
the feclings of the meaneft innocent inhabitant of an
ifland, For which, as an ancicnt, valuable and layal Britilly
colony, 1 cannot but exprefi my rtd;ard. 1 migh:ﬂk‘ly
be charged with ingratitude, if I did not acknow :
that T have been treated by many worthy and :tfpcﬂa%fc
individunls, in that hefpitable ifland, with _ the greateft
kindnefs; and, by fome, with marks offtiendfhip and efteem,
But the foldier dees not fight with lefs ardour, becaule he
has friends in the enemy's camp.  No private attachinent
ran vacate of fuperfeds 3 man's public duty—his duty te
his king and country, for exzmple, or o hundreds of
thoufands of his eppreffed fellow-creatures, or to the in-
habitants of & whole quarter ofthe globe, ‘The min who
can raife his views to fach objedts will difregard all at-
tempts to mifinterpret his motives, of to impeach his con-
dust—he will pity the poor, narrow-minded authars of
fuch attempts, and will rife fuperior 1o them. But, Tam
fure, thofe perfons in Barbadoes, whofe good opinion I
value, do not exped me, of any man, to makea bafe,
hypoeritical prafelfion of approving a domination, which

if one may judge by thelr humane condugt) they are coti=
cisur, reafon condemns, and the heart detofts, Could
1 fuppofe them capable of forming an expedtation foun-
gencrous, I would fay to them, ¢ Amicus Plate, amicus
¥ Socrates, fed major amica bwmnnitas.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

As LETTER
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ALLhuugh Mavery, properly fpeaking, admit of no dif-

tinttions of rank, yet fome flaves live and are
treated fo very differently” from others, that n fuperficial
oblerver wnul?nlat it for granted, they bélang o 'claifes
of men, who hold diftinét ranks in fociety, fo to feak, by
tenures eflentially differene.

The porters, boatmen, and fithermen in the towns,
and on the coall the black drivers, boilers, watchmen,
and other black oficers on cftates ; the mechanics 3 and
above all, the numerous and -ufelefe daneifics, hoth iny
town and EDIJJII:?' : All of thefe, commparatively, and many
of them, really live in cale and plenty ; nor'can they be
faid to frel any of the hardihips of llavery, but fuch as
arife from the caprices of thelr guwmers, which, however,
are, fometimes, intolerable enough, T thele [ ma add,
maft of the flaves who twerk aut, as it is called ; that is,
find empleyment for themitlves, and make their owners
awoekly return dut of their carnings ; alfo rmany, o, per-
haps moft of the flaves belonging to the fmall fertlers,
called fek-acre-men, who raife provilions on little podiel-
fions called places 3 for in general, it will hold good,
"Thiat the happinels of the flave, certerss poribur, i in the
dnverfe matio of the fize of the cftate,

On the other hand, truth oblizes me to fiy, thar the
great body of the Nlaves, the ficld-people, on tgar-plan-
fations, are penerally treated mare like beafts of burden,
than like human creatures ; fince they cultivate the land,
with me affifance from cattle, and fuffer every hardfhip
whiclt can he fuppoled to attend oppreffive toal, rnnrlJu
and.fCanty fare, bad lodring, want of covering in the wee
feafon, and a degree of feverity which frequently borders
any and too aften amounts to, inhumanity.

In oriler, Sir, ta form any thing like a jult idea 6f the con-

dition of flaves, it is abfolutely necefliry to attend to the dif-
tinctions




e glh

tin@ions.+ Another circumftance muft not be overlooked ;
The field-negeoes divide their year into the ersp-tise and
the bard time.  During the formee, though they laboue
almaoft inceffinty, the nutritious effeéls of that noble bal-
famic plant, the fugar cane, are very vifible on them,
But, fhould the dey weather continue lonp, after the crop
is over, as is often the cafe, the poor creatures, having

2 then nothing but their bare allowanee Eﬂ-_l'u'nﬁ& ony foon
begin to prove, by their famifhed looks, the total infuffi-
ciency of that allowance for their fupport.  Before the
end of the droughe, they are often quits emagiated. When
the rains fet in, they are fucceeded by a guicknefs and
hxuriance of vegetation, of which we have no example in
this country.  The field-negroes too foon bepin to de=
vour the erude fruits, and the produce of their little fpots
of ground, which co-operate with change of weather,
bud lodging, and other caufes, in inducing fuxes, and 2
difeafe refembling the droply, T even remember particu-
lar negroes, who were regulurly plump, or in good cafe,
and emaciated” or fwelled, every year. o man, who
does not refide conftantly in the Weft-Indies, and who
does not fee the plantation faves, for a feries of years,
and at @l times of the year, can poflibly know much of
their eondition, upon the whole,

Such, Sir, are the general rules; bot; like all other
general rules, they admit of many EXCEpLions.
wilso wilh for full information on this fubject,; muft con-
fult An Eflay on the Treatment, fc. by that fenfible,
fpirited, and pratfe-worthy writer, the Rev. T, R;a-m!'ar.
*I'hat performance, fome local circumitances excepted, will
apply very well to the Tand of Barbadoes.

It is equally my duty and my willi, to'do all the juftice
in my power, both to the owner and to the flave.
therelore beg leave to mention fuch, of thole local differ-
ences, as appear to me, materially, to affeét the condition
of the latter. T his will lead me to be alittle more particu=.
lar than 1 intended on their treatment, which depends fo
intirely on the various difpofitions and circumftances of

v 4 Sueh ' the difference betweea the trestmrent of boofe and fisld-
mrproet; that fe rarm o beafe wopra lan obv Fold, §a snbveelslly confilered
a1 @ punifert i andy on fome plantatiess, it 3 very frvare panifhments
If & hauf-negro ever chosfe, or foem to cheolty G go-lnto the Seldy
ik 15 8 e from uaiuppertable domeflic tyranny. .
AR theix
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their owners and managers, that it is altogether impafiible
to write, on the fubjedt, with that degree of certainty which
will effectually preclude the contradiftion of thefe whe are
difpafed and refefvea t2 eovil. Tt is evident, that where the
oyrner’s will is the Inw, no rule ean belaid down, which will
upiyerfally agply to upwards of four hundred fugar plan-
tations, belides a preat number of eotton places, and other
fmall paofleffions, inte which, before the late hurricans,
Barbadoes was divided. OF the uncertainty we are fpeak-
ing ofy abundant advantage hath been taken, Engaging
delcriptions hive been drawn of the comparatively happy
flate of the Naves; on particular eftates, and attempts
have been made to make the public believe, that thofe
deferiptions are applicable to il
But, Sir, is it not altogether aftonithing, that men will
infift that the flaves, in the Welt-Indian Iﬁnnds, ire, pon
the whole, well treated 3 while, with the fame hreath,
they demand anmual fupplies of pesple from Africa, to
fill up the places of vaft numbers, who fink into the Erave
under this pood treatment ? Ts not this an excellent. ex-
ample of the Hudibraftic mede of reafoning 7 ¢ Hoo fir-
& fepr i fed vonira fic argumentor.” For, did the fun cver
fhine upon that bapgy peaple, who, far from increafing and
multiplying, could et beep wp their wumbers by propagation 7
What -EI.'J!:}"-J' COUNIIY, CXCept [omme modern .F'_.'!.-;'.::_pr.-:lll C'cfs.l.u};,
was ever known incellantly to fwallow up its inhabitants §
But to proceed : The divifion and kinds of labour, as
well as the number of hours the negroes are employed in
rit. are much the fime in Barbadoes as Mr. Rﬂltll{l."r' IC=
prefents them in St, Kit's. His allertion, That the plin-
tation-bell rings about four o'clock, has been fatly con-
tradicted 5 but this fhall not deter me from ftating what
I know of this particular. 1 pretend not to fix the precife
minite ; butT ever did hear it reckoned ar or about four
alclock. T ]ndfcd for fome years, within hearing both
of a church and a plantation-hell.  The Former rang ae
five o'clock, the latter 4 confiderable time before e, I
‘always rofe early, often at five o'clock, for the benchit of
ain, excrcile and It:t-lr.lr.iling; and, when | withed to ba
up carlier than ofual, T defired to be called when the
g:n‘m‘liﬂn-bcil rang. It may be confidered a5 2 warning-
i te roule the negrocs from their umbers, and to pre=
»  pare them for turming ents  To my knowledge m:nﬂi? of
]
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them are in the feld at dawen, If umﬁf’ﬂm 1 ceuld cor-
robiorate thefe aflertions with two other circumitances,
which I perfeftly recolled ; ibue of profeas, T deeline men-
tioning them, efpecially as one of them would be gene-
rally difigreeable, and the other involves a perfonal allu-
{ion. his muled fhall ebierve in other inftances.

Aszin Se. Kitt's, {o in Barbadoes, the picking of prals
is o great hardfhip,  Some circumitances, However, ren-
der it eafier in the latrer, than Mr. Ramfay reprefents it
in the former ifland.  The negroes certainly do not go
fo far to feek it in ‘Barbadoes, which contains far lefs va-
riety of firfaee and expofure then St, Kitt's, and no emi-
nenees which deferve the nome of mountaing. It would
thersfore lefs avail the Barbadian negroes to wander ver
far from home, and to trefpafs on other cftates, whici
in refpelt of vegetation, are more equally circumitanced
than the lands can be in” St Kitt's, itde Indian ar
Guinea corn were planted in 5t. Kitt’s when Mr. Ram-
fay wrote,  In Barbadoes, large fickis of bath are culti-
yated 3 and Indian corn is very often phinted among the

oung canes,  The blades of this Inft sre excellent pro-
vender or berfe secty a5 it 5 called 5 and the (Guinca
corn, perkaps fhll more nutritive, {5 repeatedly cut down
with brrtier for that wje, before it i allowed to fhoat, It
is- broke in about Chriftmas; its blades, while precn,
having fill afforded fome prevender.  About the fame
time, they begin to cut the cancs, the tops of which, af-
Sfording, however, but poor ::nuriihmr:m:, mntain the
cattle for the greater part of the crop-time § bt when,
towards the end of that period, they become withered,
they arc but of litte ule as provendsr. There is, in
Barbadoes, no fubftimte for hay;®* fo thae during the reft
of the dry f=afon, when ©Earth clad in ruffet, (corns the
¢ lively greeny’t the cattle, and indeed the negroes, as
we have feen, experience all the poverty of winter, with-
out ite refources.  Indeed, notwithftanding the exertions
of the lateer, | have, in-fome: years, been furprifed that the
former were kept alive; fiice the naturl grals, weeds,

® In Jamaics, they convert into hay Guinea grafi, the blades of In-
dign anid Guimea corn, asd even the wire grafsy asd four grafy, . which,
while gress, mo captle will falte,  Se2 Loag's Hiftory of Jumalen,
wiele T podige

4 Clarchill.
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and vines, picked chiefly in the gullics and other broken
land, mufk be allowed tobe very inadequate to their fuppore,
The natural gras-in the Weft Indics does nioe fo com-
pletely cover the foil as in Europe; fo that the picking
of it a very flow aperation, and exinmot’ but be diftrele
fing to the negrees 3 and it is more or lefs fo o the great
ng, in proportion as the fmall ganp, generally emploped
in weeding and picking. grais, is more o lefs memerses.
1 kave olten feen the megress Frving the catde in the
middle of the day, and in the evening ; and | have, at
times, met on the roads, gangs of doves going to throw
grafi by moon-light, The fmall patches of thofe cx-
ckllent I:bc:i.i‘_i of grnfﬁ called Guinea Er.j_l'_-a! Search ET:I'E*?
&e. alla the vines of the fweet potator, planmin leaves,
&tc. fearcely appear to me to deferve a place in a general
accoit.—In E:. Kitr's, it feems rhe fomr fubjetts trel-
affing grafs-pickers to a very harlh punifhment, fensy
swith a fmy certanelip. In Barbadoes fuch a law
exifts, butT'do net think it is very rigidly executed.

The mode of tying' and feeding the black caetle in
Barbadoes (for there are but few mules on that iftand)
on uniheltered dunp-heaps, called penas, is perhaps, withe
out o fingle exception, as wafteful and abfurd in Barbadoes
as it can be in Sy Kin's, For chis; and the caufe julk men-
tioned, the Barbadian cattle, in peneral, are emaciated and
wenk ; fo weale indeed, that 1 have often feen fourteen,
fometimes fixteen of them: fintly dmwling along with 2
cart,.contiining two hogtheadsof fugar. A flave, when en-
trufted with abiolute power, will be as apt to abufe it, 25 2
free man. The binck carters not only beat the poor animals
without mercy, but drive’ the butt-ends of their whips vie-
lently againft their fides, which, in their empciated’ fiate,
very often/ occafions lorge: wind-galls or ruptures.  Nor
do:the creatures get leave to exert, with advantape, the
Tietde frength they poflels ; for by this abfied and eruel
mede of driving, they often take a fErpentine direftion,
and thus counteradt the efforts of one another. I the

refent method of tilling the land, fetieely by manual b
£uur, it would be difficult, if not impoffible, to fheler
anid feed the eattle after the Enplith model  As the ding
i carried out, er diftributed over the lands intircly by the
flaves, it muit be made on the ficld for which it is allot=
ted and the penn or penns muft be carchully FT?P:;-[
pilali
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tioned to the fize of that field, Henee a proper Thelter
would require frequent removal, to fuy nothing of the
expence, 1 hat cartle, efpecially werking cattle; ought
to be protelted alike from the oppreffive heats and the”
wafting ming, in that filfery climate; is certain § and that
the planters are convinced of this truth, appeirs from
their generally furnithing {heep-penns with (heds,
hope to be excufed for thug glancing at the treatment of
hrites, while my fubjeft is that of men. * A merciful
¢ man,” fays Soloman, iz merciful to his beaft 3% ‘but,
in the Weit-Tadies, and, I fisppofe, in every country of
flavery, the whole animal ®ereation groans, bcinE (e
£ dened.

In 5t. Kitt’s, sccording to Mr. Ramfay, the planta-
tion work, on' fome eftates, 15 but little interrupted by
Sunday. In Barbadees, no plantation-bufine is done on
that day, cxcept thfowing grafs to the catile, ahd per-
haps digging a few roots, for the allewance of the flaves.
In crop-fime, however, the earlyh ours of Sunday morning,
like thole of cvery other moming, are too often infnnged
upon. Sumday ira day of ref fo the cattley bt animnty
with any prapricty, afiem it be o dey of ref de ”J.f_,l'i"w"_
During that day, the field negroes in° Barbadoes are, al-
maft univerally, employed either in cultivating their litdle
{pots of gmumf (which have been dignified ‘with the illu-
five name of pardens ] in order to eke' out their feanty al-
lewanee of food; or in travelling, many of them, for
feveral miles, to market, with a fewiroots, or froits, or
canes; fometimes a_fowl or a kid, or. a pig. The ma-
fons, carpenters, &c. do little jobbs on their own ae-
Cotht.

Mr. Ramfay tells us; that in St Kitt's, fome planters
truft to their own fkill, or to quack medicines in treat-
ing the ek ; but T may venture to affirm, that there is
not a fingle eftate in Barbadees chat does not pay a doc-
tor, at the rate of five (hillings currency, or about three
and 'nine-pence ftedling, annually for each neproe, fick
or well.  The deftors  either attend themielves, or fend
their jousneymen, at leaft once a week, at all imes. 1
haye always underftood too, that the fick, in general, are
well treated ; bue, except in ane (town) inftanee, T can-
not affirm this, from my own knowledge,

‘I' k. Peuls
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OF the treatment of pregpant women, and of thelr
babes on eftates; while the former are lying in, T know al-
malt nathihg ; but, before they are delivered, and while the
Tatter arc at the breall, their treatment is generally; I do
not Gy univesfally, fuch as Mr, Ramfuy deferibes. When
T firlt went to Barbadees, T was particularly aftonifhed to
fee fome women far gone in their pregnancy, toiling in
the field ; and others, whole naked infEnm lay expofed ta
the weather, fprawling ona g.m:-l'l.'.fni ar in @ wooden tray.
I have heard, with indignation, drivers corfe both them
and their fqualling brats, when they were fuckling them.
' On the eftates. of one or two eminently worthy and
humane gentlemen, I have ‘alvways underftood that the
breading wenches are treated remarkably well ; and par-
tigularly that they ore allowed proper clothes for their
infants; and, when they come out, o new [uit, better than
common, for themfelves, and a fmall matter in money ;
buit this is not the ordinary praftice.  The children of
domeftic Naves; and of fich as belong to the middling
and the lower ranks of people, are treated, in all refpedts,
a5 well as white children, ‘and, if any thing, thrive better.

Afeer the children on effates areweaned, and are able ta
run abouty they are often put under the management of
a careful old woman, ind are employed in icking vines,
snfedds, &c. for the fmall and feathered fock. Hence
they are called the hor-meat-genr, or the pet-panr, from
their being fod with dreffed viftuals.  Although an old
woman, who kas many to attend to, cannot be expeted
to fupply the place ofithe mother ; et I have feen nume-
Tous gangs of fich urching, all in the beit poflible health
and fpirits. From the hﬂf-1!!rdl gang, they are mrandlated
into what s ealled the St ponp, which is employed in
weeding, collefling grafe, and sther light work, dll the
individunls who compole it are able to take their ffatden
in the great gang, a tranfition which compleats the hard-=
{hip and mifery of a field negro,  Till now he had been
employed, as young people might be, and indecd, fome-
times, are employed, without injary, in this and other
countries.  MNow he mulft till the gruuud, Carry out the
dung, and, in hort, mult go through of the drudgery of
hufbandry, which cattle perform in every eivilized couns
try under heaven, except the Wielt-Indian Iflands.®

® i Haewr can acountry ke fald to be cized, in which demgfic lvey
B RN exiftn 1* - Coxes Travidas inte Palind;, &< voli g+ P A4 Th
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The weekly allowance of a ficld negroy in Barhadoes,
varies, like every other circumiance of his treatment.
But 1 am of opinion, it may, in general, be ffcly
reckoned from fix te nine pints of Guinea corn®, an
excellent {pecies of grain, or from nine to twelve
pints of Indian corn 4, which is lefs nutritive; with
three oc four herrings, or from one pound and 2. half
to two pounds and a half of faleed cod-filh, oficn of
a bad quality. Formerly, they had fhads from America.
More grain and lefs filh 35 given in Barbadoes, than, ac-
cording to Mr. Ramfay, is allowed in St. Kitt's; an ad-
vantage which may be owing to much greater attention
being paid to the raifing of provifiens, in: the former ifland
than in the latter.  Flour, 2nd that worlt of all fpecies of
oo, horle-beans, form but 2 fmall part of the diet of the
flaves, in Barbadoes 3 but they frequently have cddoes ,
and fweet pomtoes [y and fometimes yams § and plan-
anss ¥, aLT of them excellent vegetaliles ; the allowince
of which, as well as of the jmall quantities of falted beef
and pork, which are ferved out to them (on holidays efpeci-
ally) I donot recalleét.  When they hole land, they have
each about a gill of rum and molaflesy at noon, All the pro-
vifions produced in Barbadoes are excellent in their kKind.
Indian carn is lefs nutritive, if not lefs whelefome, when too
long kept, than European grain; butItake itno grain ( wheat
excepted) is more wholefome o nutritive than (Guin=a
corn. 1 fergot to mention, as a part of their food, pigwn
peas 41, fo called from their having been formerly given to
pigeons, and other feathered fock 3 but which are now
difcayvered to be very good’ food for men ; and, by many
white people, are preferred to any kind of European peas.
In fhape and fize they refemble vetches, and grow ona
woaded fhruly, about the fize of tall broom. Ockras; 11
and feveral other excellent vegetahles, enter more o lefs
into their dict.—It muft be owned, that, when in health,
the ficld-negroes never do tafte, at leaft they are not al-
lowed, butchers meat, milky butter, or any kind of ‘:h;,ﬁ
animal (ubftance (flying-fh || fometimes excepied ) which,
when

® The Holews Sorgham of Lispses. + luaulﬂ. ]

{ Armm shealentum. i Comwelvules Basates. Diiaf~
earen Adats, Bulbifers, Sative o5 Mals parndliaica,

-|-1i Cynklies Cafun. 11 Hibifeus efeslentur.
| Esacmtus volitine—The catching of Nying & In, 1 bellave, prea-
Maz o Barbaden  ‘They ate casphey <hicfly Suriop the crepy nad ndd fo
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when cheap, thofe who are near enough to the towns,
occafianially buy with the money they reccive, at mights,
Tor horfe-meat and other ftolen articles. On ' the other
hand, no fuly, I think, can reaf@nably ‘He found with
the qun]ir}y af the f.r-'fd'l’r.’&ifﬁﬂ.l‘t of their diet; efpecially
fince the Indian corn from America has been, in a Ereat
meafure, exchanged for grain, produced in their mitive
foil, to which the former is not only naturally infesiar ;
but it wis fomctimes multy, and too aften damaged. The
quality of their diet, In the grofs, falt-fith, &c. includsd,
iz, perhiaps, not ‘nearly fo” objeétionable as [ts quantity 3

, whiich, in’ gencral, is fir from’ being roportioned to the
toil they undergo. The grinding and r{thEng of their corn,
after the labour of the day is over, may be re d % a hapd-
fhip, though not as a wreae hardihip. Moft plintations are
furnifhed with hand-mills for this purpafe; but 2 few have
wind-mills with mill-flones. Many negroes grind their
corn, in thefr houfes, betwesn two ftanes.—Artificers,
when working at their trades, hive o dit, or near 6d. fler.
Jer-day, a very (uficient allowance,  Seoimie domelbics are
wholly, and others pardy, fed from the Family-table.
Sometimes victuals are Reparately drefled for them. When
they have no victuals, they receive g bits cach per wesk,
a moft ample allowance for people whe ewnot be Bid o
work, in the Eng‘:iﬂ: fenfeof the word.

In 3t. Kirt's, sccording o Mr. Ramfy, they punith
with & carf-whbis. The inffrument of corredtion com-
monly ufed in Harbadoes, is called a coe. i, without
whichi a negro driver would no more think of going into
the ficld, than a coachmizin in England would think of fer-
1in%‘uutun a journey without his whip. It is compaled of
Ieathern thonge, platted in the commen way, and tapers
from the end of the Handle (within which’is a fhert bir
aof Wﬂ'ﬂ” to the pci;ur. which is fisrnithed with a lath of
filk-graf 1, hard plateed and Enocted, like thar of i horfes
whip, but thicker. Its form gives it fome degree of elal-
ticity towards the handle; and, when ufed with fverity

the glenty of that feafen, Ther s of a very equal Ere, being sbout

. mbip ar' middling kecelaps.  Like the heming tos, the flying-fih; in
Fais fealonsy affords much vellef to- the poor. | huve Teca them st all
pleeny fioemib 1 6o for a bty or 64 fer,
T Apme Americazs; :

* {which
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ﬁwht:h is Far from being always: the cale) it tears the
eih, and brings blood at every firoke.  The law/las li-
mited the pumber of Iafhes o forty®; or rather, forty
fave one, which, if inflited by'an unfeeling hand, i 2
very fevese punifhment; more fevere, perhaps; though
lefs tedious, than two hundred from the cat-o-nine-tails
ufed in the army. Nine and thirty Juhes are very fel-
damsy I may fuy never, ordered by magifirates; unlefs for
cames which reslly do deferve fuch rigour, and which
in this country would often be punifhed with the galtom;
ary for Bagrant infults to white men, which feldam cleape
either puh%ir:k punithment; or private revenpe.  Chwmers
very feldom . go fo far, in'a regular way. ut, Sir, po=
nithment is not always regular. . Frerof pafien, to which
even plod owners are [ubjed:;, difdain the reftraints oflaw,
of humanity, and of interelt.  fofoxrcdtiom, vlionature, and
revenpe dechire open war againft humanity,  In fuch
cales, no trouble s taken to count the flripes 5 but they
are laid on, furioully and indifcriminately, over all the
baody, the face, and the naked breafls of the women fome-
times not excepted.  Then it is, that tyranny rages, with=
out controul.  Then it iz, that the law {Thould wrelt the
inftrumgnt of oppreffion from a hand which is no lenger
capable of ufing it with: moderation.  The'law fhould do
more, Sir 2 it{hould make the ryrant tremble, it hould
make him jifer, for daring to debafe a man fir Semdath
the condition ofa biute ['f ! -
Suppuration is always, and, in wet weather efpectally; .
eonvullions are fometimes the confequence of 'a' fFuere
flogging ; and the cicatrices of the wounds form- large
wheales, which the wretches carry to their grayes. T
backs and pofteriors of many of the flaves; of hoth fexes;
which are often covered ‘with' fuch wheales, are melan-
choly procfs ol the feverity aFtheir owners'and managers.
1 have feen both men and women, at their field labour,
licerated with the recent 'or fupparating, wounds of the
cow-{kin, Some few work wh?: a chain fafltened round
both ancles, which, from its legth, they are obliged to
tueck up, to cnzble them to walle; others have o ehain
locked, or an iron collar, with projecling prongs, riveted
round the neck 5 others 2 desty or ring of broad bar-iron

& Seq Dot ch, xev. viee 4 ha 2
MTET!




( 16 )

ﬁiﬂ‘l;ﬂﬁﬂ rotid mhmiji and lE:]'lu:ulir whofe labour 14
nearly flati y are chained to a g6 Ih. weight, or al
of wood ®, ihr:l'l': luft, with whipping, :nﬁhﬁnmm:ﬁ
the dungeon, fetters or flocks, arc the common punifh-
ments inflifted on unaways.  Hut, on feverl plantations,
they are not often incurred or inflidted.
?I'Il:ltﬂu.l:iun, except by watchmen, or by the fugar-
mille, 8 very fir indeed from being common in Bar-
badoes ;. and, as in St Kitt's, when it happens, is
mentioned, by the better fort of people, with confum-
mate deteltation. It is to be limested, however, that
this is the ey punifhment which owners fuffer for
atrocious afls of cruelty (for mutilation never fell within
my immediate Enuwfcﬂéc to their own flaves. An ar-
reit and damages are the confequences. of ftriking, ®with-
out provocation, the flave of another, when the faf can
b preved, 1 may affirm too, that drappivg sweth durning
Jraling—toazy ar bat frrapy with other infernal tortures, are
now very rare indeed in Barbadoes.+  An inflanee of fuch
torture never fell within my ebfervation; and I recol-
lectonly a few fadls of this kind which forced themfelves
on my belief, and which T fhall afterwards relate, Sl
the. common punifhments are openly and avowedly in-
Hilled, tos aftenswrth a degree of frverty, which me IRDIVI-
DUAL of the funman race sught to ﬁrﬁ."ﬂl'}rrd talexersify onioa
Jillro-creature—a feverity, which, in too many inftances,
cantributes to thorten life, and which no abfurd claim of
Ity, in ﬂ\crﬁufnm of men, can poffibly authorize.
egular punilhments, in confequence alylhc fentence
of a magiftrate, are inflifted by a conftable.  Owners in
the towns, when they punifh regularly, employ a fellow
called a Fumper, and who is generally a conftable. Bea
fides his cow-fkin, the jumper carmmies in his pocket a
rope; with which he tics up refraltory Qaves by the hands,

® 0 I.I'l.li peefan Ball takn off amy pal-lsad, ring, ar cllar, from &

4 Rave's seck af |I:E, hie daall foelele sal to fech Bare™s ownery to befes
¥ eovered 28 Forvants wages o 2nd; iF the offender 1o a flave, he Ball re-
* oeive 4o lulves; by order of any’ Juftices”  Laws of Darhsdess, Nou
8 238 dh 7., Hall's Abridgment, pe Ga.

1 A Dasbadlen pentlemans now im Englandy on my reading the shor
'JlT}%I‘. 7] l||=n, enentiaeed 45 [idancs nF thii haegid I‘[\.rlzir: af -drur]!:',
whichy he 5n wall informed, wea isflifled aboot 20 yems ‘age- But,
thaugh be v not difpofed to palllate foch decds, ke thinks with me
thai chey are extresnedy infreguent.

till
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to a cleaty® il he mﬂ.lg the numb;r nfhch“m ardered,
Some few people pay the jumper by ar; oters
fend for him Dccn-lgull ) many (perha Fﬂ:w man
a5 things now ftand ) (eldom or never fend for him ae all.
The  worthlels pampored  domeflicks in Bridge-town,
often;really deferve to be vifited: by the jumper, and fome=
times by a mone fevers m:uﬁon:.r.-—WEn I livved in
Bridge-town, my fervant, who was left entrely fo my
management, and who, like very many of the flaves in
that Ji:m'., wis an incorrigible pambler, was feenat his
fpost by 2 certiin magiftmte, . The fellow not ealy fiood
his. ground, after his companions had difperfed, but uled
fome very, improper lan v b earried him to the
magiftrate he had offended, who politely, left the: pu-=
nithment o me, As theddellow bad never been before 2
magiftrate, I requefted that he would pame. the punifh-
ment, and pronounce feptence with all dus folemnity 3
witien the punifhment he ordered was—fix lalhes. 1 re=
etted that the matter had not been regularly tried, be-
ore_another magifirate 3 but, of my enn, vere wnil
and pleajure, 1 ordered double” the number of lifhes,
which were inflicted before the mapgifirate’s. door.— My
gambler's next offence was of a more heinous nature ;. 1t
was recaiving ftolen goods to the amount of, about rhyes
posimas, Ferling  (which might have been proved by the
evidence of the honeft man to whom he offered them, for
a trifle) befides other valuable goods, in the theft of which,
I really beligve, he was-concerned.. The fellow was {en-
tesiced to recelve twelve lathes. - Here again [ interpoled
my autharity, aml ordered eightesn; but, in neither in-
ftance, did I allow the fkin o be cut. ;’rm.Lﬂ oW, D=
thing but fhame prévented me from having the full lath of
the liw inflicted for an offence, for which, in thisconn
the culpric mult incvitably have died.  Such lenity @&
gertainly, praife-worthy, when .thefts are comminted by
poor hajf-il'.an-:d field-negroes, whols cafes are maoft hu-
manely confidered by magiftrates, in Barbadees ; but it
is q-l.lidymﬂj.l mifplaced on the town profligates, who, il-
modt univerfally; are well fed, and not worked at all,
The two worthy.and bumane perfons above alluded o,
miuft excufe me, if I fay, that they adted very right a5 men
and as gendemen, but cerminly very wrong as magifteates,
& Mot off the ground ; but merely to confiae the offender to the fpats
B Severe
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Sevtre ad the treatment of the field-negroes i Barbi-
does may appear, | haie rédlon' to think thit Tt-is raeeh
milder than in moft of the ather, Jm:!l thee e iMands §
having ‘repeatedly heard perfons, thale iflands, ridi-
H.!.-'H%e ]rniisla the Barbadian® difcipling§ and, indéed,
the lixity of the E’.J!ir:t of E:idg:-tn-wn deferves to be H-
diculéd. 1 'have Heard a perfon, from one of thote inands,
miake a kind of boaft of their fakinp nepross: doil
the nd, ahd placing 3 driver on cach fide, like imed
threﬁ[ﬁ'lu corri. © In Barballoes, repular punithinent i3
never inficted in tits mnnn::c'?hb chlprit i!'ﬂ‘lﬁs frands,
or, wheh refraflary, is thed Up by the wrifts,  Fien this
mode, to ‘the female feo, at Teaft, one Wwould think fifi-
ciently harlh. A waman tmplerinE serey £ with her petti=
coats or rags tucked up, o holding them uplwith her Bwh
hands fand both I have too often feen) 1o have the ‘whi
applied by an unfeeling jumpar “or driver, and at the will
.uljE il owher dr manaper, perhaps yer more Unfeeling, and
ar a part which decency odght too veil, is one of thold
fights at which tncorrupted nature revolts—But fuffics
it to plahee at {eenes which cannot but affelt the feé]ing:’
of my amiable cotintrywomen, ©tremblingly alive” a8
they dre known to be, to every fentiment allied to hima-
nity. Should any of them lonour shefe Thedes with ' pe-
rufal, 1 know that, at this paage, plain 25 i is; they
will drop a tear.  In. Barbadoes, tears Bowing from the

of ladies olten miﬁfI::ltc the rigouar of punifhmient,

¢ mothers and the daughters of a_brave nation will not

B lefs compaffonate. ‘They will exert their irrefiftible
influesicd, in favour of unprotedted, infiulted, outraged
svenen,  WWith' their native ﬂignitF, they will pene=
roufly flep betwreen the violators of the rights of - the
fEx, in Alfrica, and the innocent victims of their bru-

tality. .

"Ir[-u: pliifiments of capital erimes of negroes agiintt
whites, in Barbadoes, are dreadful and excruciating, to
a degree far beyond any idex I could have formed of the
diration ahd poignatcy of human fuffering, had T noe
been an unhappy eye-witnels of one of thofe foenes of
Horrar. In the yedr 17h4, an overfeer, on' a ‘cotton-
place, was murdered by che negroes, who were fuid o
bave been driven to that aft 'of viclence, by oppreffion and

hunger.
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huriger.® Tt was_the praflice, on that plack, to pive the
ﬂ:rmpmﬂwm of food, durin§ the plentiful {eafon of
the crop, but to-leave them to- fublifty as thoy could, by
committingg nightly depredations on the neighbouring fu-
gir efates,” or by correlponding with the thievith negroes
on Tuch eftates ; 2 the-fme time; that nothing was as
bated from thetr ulial labour.—For-this murder, five nes
o nen “were  gibbeted alfory and'a negro woman,: whole
pruilt was not- fully proved,. was chiined to the: gallows,
to be a fpefistor of thelr prolonped tortures. On the afs
ternodn of the third or fourth day of their agony, I went
to fez them 3 but, in-no inflance, did T ever fo.heartily
repent of my curiofity.  * -Animus meminifle harret, fuc
¢ tuque refegit.” By that time, two of them-had oapired,
and were drapped into the' fea; and the firviving throe
exhibited a ff e -of woe, which, at this momenty [
fhudder to call to' mind, and which no languspe can dea
frite.. The under jaw:'of one-of thofe wretches had
flipfeed thrl:ru_gh the collir of the‘irons. | Thefe wepe woo
long, 'but the collar wis too fmall to lct his head H\r_nu%:;,
and ‘had torm open  his mouth, ‘and dragged up his
uppet lipy noley and eheeks; over his eye-brows, leaving
his upper jaw bare; o that he wasy in'& manner, fufpen-
ded by the head. Vet he fill breathed, ‘and. his groans
were truly piercing. ' The two- others il [pake, inia
hearfe, faultering voice’s bue fo that moft of what they
f:lil]f might, with attention; be underftoad ;' and one of
themy more than once, called upon God to witneds: his
innocence and his (offerings, and to receive his focl.
Their affefting petitions for a litthe water were anfivered
only by the worfe' than brutal, by the favape, infults of
the conflables and other poor whites, collefted around
the gallows, who told them that they would get: ho water
in hell,. whither they were haftening § for that they mighe
be alfured, God wouold have no mercy on their [nuf;. {ince
they had no mercy en the worthy man they had murdered.
Iml:-.-dT fo'much did thofe fellows (one of whole order the
ncgroes had killed) feem to enjoy the feene, thata man

* tBut In regand there are fome malern and ewners of negroes, and
|:_:Fh-|r]]a.u:;u da pot malte faffviar v aff Teg ol {5 e
® euffery for thoir werrem, &R y énd allping them flme fo ploes aed
‘pﬁifﬂt&qﬁmrff ntkmi‘rulu and erkir [Towiy dre pe-
& agfranady Bt Hill's Laws of Bachadecs; Nos 832, <l 16e

B2 would
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wiuld ‘certainly have been infulted, who had dared,/in their
ing; to commilerate [ufferngs fo thocking to human
nature. To fene gentlemen, unacquainted with the hale-
ful inflsence of flavery in hardening the heart, this ladk
circumftance may feem incredible, [ cannot help it; but
I have the comfore to be confcious that [ am relating the
truth. ﬁJM horrible, hideous,  difterted f:ahni.rq. the
i ing the piercing geoans, and. the agoniz-
iTéd,ﬁrnﬁ _nmﬁ! 'ﬂ-'rﬂv.‘h;,gwgho{e whole: frames were
convulled with ineonceivable tartures, fo compleaily ® har-
¢ rowed up my foul,” that ic was long ere this fcene of
Jiorror ceafed ol haunt my imagination 3 and, while [
breathe, 1 fhall never forget it. h
A few years ago, 3 molt (hecking murder was com-
mitted, by the negroes, on a medical gentleman, of ac-
knowledped worth and humanity, and whole unhagsiy fate
was greatly and jullly lamented by all. ranks of people.
Marious were the conjeures on the metives which cauld
inftigate the negroes’ to commit this horrid affafination,
For my own party I had, and fill have, my doubts, re-
fpedting that mylerions affalr—myfterioug, 1 fay.; for
befides [ome other curious circumftances, it appeared cx-
traordinary that the Dotor though murdeced, was not
robbed.  Four n:En:- men were birnt aifoe for this deed
in Bridge-town; but though I lived there; at the time,
yet my curiofity kad been fo thoroughly futinted with the
gibibeting, that I did not go to fee. the cxccution,
A favourite young wench, who had the care of her
mafler's child, dilliked the employment fo much, that {he
ifoned the infane, with laudanum,:  This was not the
i’;:‘i'k child of her. mafter’s whom fhe was fufpefied: o

have thus deftroyed 5 and the laft fdt was Miﬁ proied,

At the requelt of her humane miftrefs, he was anged.
Some pears before Larrived in Barbadoes, awhite per-
fon was murdered by a negro, for which  his; fuppofed
myrderer was gibbeted alive a Omppe-fort, . After he
had been fufpended, T think, for eight and forty hours,
the resl criminal furrendered himielf to juftice, declaring,
That an innocent man was then i'uHJrin for a crime
which he had committed ; that, if the man died, he fhould
be puilty of two murders, and that he rather chofe to exs
pire, by that dreadful, 1i ering’ torture, than to drag on
a miferabile life, and, at I.Iﬁi, pine to death, under the un-
fupportalle
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fupportable confcioufnels of fuch guilt. The innocent
man was accardingly taken ‘down, and the criminal put
up in his place; where he firvived fix or feven days.
While the life’ of the farmer weis in fUfpence, 'as it wais
for ma gjj-m the gentleman; whele negro ters bad
conftrodled the wa, tras thrown ute apony of
mind; by the guilt which, with an amiable weaknels, he
fuppofed, he had incurred, b}r having had even this fimall
concern in the bufinefs, that his faculties becames mani- |
feftly deranged. . He was feen to kneel down in the fireety
and ‘moft pathetically implore the Almighty; not to. liy
innocent brmd. to His charge. Mor is this to be wondered
ats for the horrible nature of this punifiment is fuficient
to throw even the maft uncancerned (peflator into adeep
ma]:.n:}mli. 1 was afterwards well acquainted with this
maodt worthy and intellipent perfon, and often had'a with
to know his opinion of the juftice and expediency of fuch
punifhments ; but' I ‘never icould afk “him the queltion.
Mo doubt his opinion was the @me with thole of 2 few
other worthy peclons, his friends, with whom alfe T had
the honowr and the happinefs to be acquainted..

The three firlt mentioned murders are the only deeds
of the kind, which, fo far as I can recollell, were perpe-
trated by neproes, while Ilived'in Barbadoes, which was
for upwards of thirtzen years. Though, for fome years,
L have besn but ill able: to (defend myfelf, 1 have rode
and walked, for many miles, unarmed, and atall hours
of the night, and never was once molelted by 2 negro in
word or deed. A pentlernan who refided, for a much
longer peried, in one of the Leeward [Nands, affures me,
that he remembers not a fingle inftahce of any white per=
fion - hawing ‘beoen robbed, murdered, or even materiilly
huire by a'negro, except that onc of thofe wretches was
accufed of frifing a failor, for which he gl'? Bix right davd,
Sailors,’ it mult’ be ‘'owned; are, fometimesy aptto, treat
the negroes veryill.! In“both iflands, there cannot be
fio few as 120,000 negroes and people ofcolodr, many of
whom, ‘it is well knowny: are daily receiving the moft
intolerable provecationy are daily treated with: the. mofk.
confummate injuftice: - I cannaoe poftroelraflcrt that the
ghove are all the inftnnces of whites murdered: by negroes:
which ocgurred during ‘my refidence in Barbadoes. - But|
let the  number: be doubled s and then et thi criminal

B 3 calendar
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calendars, of almoft any country in Europe, be confulied
for fuch'an example of cinﬁt:ar:myufmurdcr, Where,
then; is the e where is the expedieney, of fuch hor-
rible tortures ¢ y inthe name of humanity in the
mame of Chrifianity, in' the name even of _that- frigid
principle, peficy, are negross to be pibfeiad and furse
alfoe fo:;]thn murder of white n:;n, and the latter, ?: the
siorf; anly and -imprifaned for murdering them

< The Juilfxof men, fheuld T think mylelf—1 {hould
indeed think that T'had ‘not lived-in valn, if, evenat ' the
rifk of my own' (temporal) ruin, by the cruel and infidi-
ous muachinations ‘of intérefted malice, this publication
dhould, in any degree, contribute to prevent the repeti-
tion'of fuch execrable tortures, - I feary T have more to
anfwer “for thin - the gentleman above alluded’ to, had,
for having concealed, E:t for = day; fuch hecking Fenes
from the poblic.

| T have the honour to bey &c.

LR T PR R - IV,

& Llagriculture ;&_puurm Jamaic profperer 13 od Pagria

& eailivar-me poffede vicn e propred
L Cath. 11 Imp, ‘de Rull. Inft. pour
be' nouv, code de loix p, #3.
BIR,

BY way of fupplement or polticript to my laft Io.ni, and;

I fear, tedious, letter, o leave wery briefly
to defcribe’ the mode of cultivating 2 cane-field, or of
Hfoliwg land; and turning or carrying out 'dung; which 1
bave slways confidered as the mait laborious tafks of the
negroes;: The firlt circpmitance that- ftruck me, on
viewing this marval fpecies-of cultivation; was, that weal
flayes are unavoidably opprefled by it -

T'have feen' land lined off inta fquarc fpaces; four feet
each wayy ‘Which, I belicve, is the gencral risle in Bare
badoes, " The baler, therefore, ma Tc shout thres' feot
fquare; and feven or eight inches: doepy with @ fpace or

: diffanie
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diflamce between gach, and anather {pace of bank, at ti
angles to the diflance, to receive the mouldi®  The holes
arc, dug, with hoes, by the flaves, in & pow; with the
driver at onc end, to preferve the lipe, . They begin and
finifli a row of thefe holes as nearly, at the fame. inftadts,
as paffible ;. fo that this epral tlkc muft be performed; in
the, fame time, by a number of people whoy it is next it
impaffibley fhould all be equally fromg and dexterous 3 el-
peoially.as few or no ﬁ:iﬁ negroes, who can wield a hoe,
are cxempted from it. . Thus the weak mulk be opprefied.
“T'he-driver ds often oblized o fet fuch. negroes, ascan-
nogikoep up with the toowork, in s [Eparate corng
by, themlelves; but, 1 am to. fuy, he.too often ﬁl;i‘
.tries the cffeft of Aogging, which is allo, fometimes. the
punifbment. for not digging the holes deep. enough,

In turming ding, & tafk equally as labosious, and, per-
haps, more harafing, than holing, each negro carries, on
his head,, a-batketful. of it. . The gang mult walk aver a
furfice, . mow rendered very uneven: by the holes, the
driver bringing up the rear, and often fmackin his whip,
andy. Lwith Leould fay, I never faw him . it to the
hacks of, the: flayes, to increale their ii:pt.‘c But, I am
forry to add, [ bave more than once feen this 3, and,. on
one Jarge. plantation, in. particolar, [ remember to- hawe
oblerved, with indignation, a-white driver uling his whip,
op & gang tuming dung, i amanner altogether thameful.
Whether the driver or.the owner, who [ think then rehid-
od oo the eftate, was, to blame- for. this, 1 cannot fay.
e
eguad-timpy by people; of- wprag rengths.  In turnin
dung, therefore, a8 in. holipg,  the weak, under ﬂrEE
drivers, at:lealt, are unavoidably opprelled. | Both of them
are wery laborious tatks, conlidering the: | climats, . the
feany. fare of the negroes, and the number ofthours they
wark: elpecially, as thofe tafks are often pesformed rather
in & huery, a5 when advantags.is.to: be mken of a heasy
rain ; of when the plantation-work, from yarious caufts,
happens to be: backward,.or has not kept proe with, the

* The arigin of haling I take to kaye been, the impefibilicy of ufizg
any oiker inlbrumente, thas tke hoe or the fpade; smang ‘the mats of
the tresy when the Hands wiee o8t ebeareds Barbadess in fiid to hare
bean: covered: with waod of uncommon: bardneldy o other mode of
gubouee hagy fincey Boca ferienly perfovencd in.

3 8 advancement
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advancement of the feafon—circumftnnces thefe, which,
in my humble opinion, would render the Bmired talks
propofed by Mr. Rumfay, impraficable, except in fo far
.78 various tafks mighe be fifted to the various firength 'of
the flaves; i X
""" In this work, the negroes have'ne bels at alf from cot.
tle or implements of ho v the ber and the: b,
anly excepted. - This cireumftance alore may ferve to
convince the public of the {tate of debiafement to which
the negroes are reduced. For what, Sir, would be ‘the
condition of the people even in this temperats climate, if
the " land, inftead of being ploughed, wore, um'vcrﬁ!l{!,
disg with ‘the fpade or the and the dung’ riot only
fpread, but earried out and diftributed over the fields; b
human creatures, drudging under the {Eourge of m-crﬁm-s}n‘r
Several objedtions are made to the ule of the plough,
in Barbadoes,—8ome of the land, it is faid, s ‘too full'of
flones.  Much/land is ploughed in' the northern: parts, ‘at
leaft, of this kingdom, which is much more ftoriey and
ravelly than by far the' preater part of the foil in' Rarba.
Eﬂt‘i; and ley-lind, is, bafides, aften boomd up with the
roots of heath, Rirze, or broom s but, in the bund of et

ifland, there wre no roots, whatever, that can im & the

hoe, fill'lels the plough.—Bur other parts of the fd sre

too fteep.—What an chjeftion would this be o the ufe

of the numn fome countries # T have frequently”féen
uE!

land p and fo; T fuppofe, have moft men wha
have vifited the mountainous parts of Britain, fo

that a furrow could only be taken in coming -down hill,
and fteeper than any arable land in Barbadoes, EXCEpt in
thole parts of the illand called Scotland and St Joleph's,
which, though far from being the higheft, is the moft
precipitous furface I ever faw,—But the foil of Reep land
is apt to be wathed away by the torrents of rain, and
would'be too much loofened by the plough.—Very fteap
and might be holed, and, if the declivity be not exceflive,
might be ploughied acrofs, and not up and down, leaving
fpaces like the prefent banks—But thers is not Tufficient
proyender for thic cartle,—The preceding sbjections have
a partial, this a very general application, It might, how-
BVED, IR & ¥ery preat mealure, be removed, by cultivat-
ing grafles, n?w ich- there arc feveral excellent fpecies;
and, perhaps, by fowing, rather than planting, Guinea

0L
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‘e, | OF thefe, feveral erops miﬂu_ be produced §n a
TE';;; and it would be difficult to {hew, why damight
not be ‘converted into hay, as in Jamaics. Oats and
beans might be hid from this countey.  Ships, which'go
out in ballalt; might earry even bay. The 'trith is; thas,
hitherto, hLittle acéntion has been paid to the raifing of
provender, juft as, before the late war, too little atten-
tion was paid to the raifing  of pround-provifions.  “The
cattle, 2t prefent, are too gen fied, or mither, for part
of ‘the' year at léall, more than Eﬁif farved, 'on picked

rafs and weeds, the colleftion'of which, as we hive'ob-
E;md, is a great hardihip to’ the'flaves. ,

I hawe not afficmed that the ploupgh would anfoser in off
fituations; for planting ceneri’ but this T can’ offirm, that
a certain gentleman a me, that ke and, a neighbour
af his, ‘an eminently ‘worthy and humane clergyman,
found the ploughi to ficesed perfelily in planting and
digging provifions 5 and he'added, that the negroes were
unlfynkza}r eafed by ity but, D'think, they were ub].]g-c&
to fay it afide for vant of pravender. For the fikeof the
former waorthy perfon too, as well as the caufe of huma-
nity, 1 regretted that he was mther in ftraitencd eircom=

ftances 3 and, it is well known, that improvements of
every kind, are attended with ‘more or lels expence. " It
ig, indeed; impoifiblc to ﬂ:&'to the plough in planting

and - digging provifions, which® would be a great point
ined. ' T have ‘feen the land fo'bound ' up with' drought;
thiit o negro, who'might hive dug 8o, or 'even 100 cine-
holes; ina day, f0 foft Jand, ‘eould not make dut more
than 50 or gu- The plough’ would, therefore, ‘be of
reat ule in breaking up cane-land, when fo Hacdened.
%h; holes might, afterwards, be ' formed with the hoe—
if, indeed, thers muft be holes ;@ but T do not fee why the
dun might niot be carted out to the find, then fpread by
the neproes, and' the canes planted with the p]nugc as
the potatoe is in Britdin—a root whichy it mull be ob-
Jerved, is' wat fmdizemdus in this country.  But thief as
-well a8 [uch of the feregoing apriculfural oblervations ds
do not depend on faft, I mult fubmit to the confideration
af the candid and hamdne Berbadaes planter.

The following quetation_containg, the opinions of two
of the greateftwritets of Europe; ‘on the ahridgment of
Jabotr:—* Such trades (thofe of manufaclurers) were at

e ¢ Athens
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* Athens and Rome, all occupicd by the flaves’ (white
iU thode N ofthe G, who e
% them, for the benchit of their mafters, whole wealth,
£ power. and proteftion, made it Almoft impofible for o
% poor, free man to find 3 marcket for. his work, when it
¢ ccame into, competition. with that of the Javes of the
¢ rich.®  Sfzuer, however, ars iy feldam, srpentive ;. and
%ol the molk important improvements, cither in. machi-
£ nery, or ip the lrr:_lﬁrm‘.gpt or diftribution’ of wark,
L w_hwj: facilicate apd abridge labour, have been the. dif;
L:coverics of freemen, - Shoold & lave propale. any im-
¢ provement of this kind; his mafter would be v_trgr;i.;ﬁ
% to,canfider the propofal as, the. fuggeftion of lozinefs,
5 and.a defire to Gwe his own labour, at.the mafter’s ex-
& pence, . The poor flave, ipfesd of reward, wanld pro-
& bably meet with much.abule, perhaps with fome punifh-
& ment. In the manufafures carried.on. b iffrues, thero-
£ forey, mers fobeur mull generally have been employed
£ to excoute the fume: quantity. of work, than, in thok
& earried on by, freemens - The work of the farmer, muif,
£ upon that account, generally bave been dearer than that
© ofthe lamter., The Hyngarian mines, it is:remacked
£, by Mr. Montefquien, thaugh et richer, haye always been
¢ wrought it lefs expomoe, and, therefore, with. mare
< t, tharl the Turkifh mines in their neighboarhood.
¢ The Turkith mines are. wrought by faver; and; ke
foARME of !Ilgl“r Haver pre the, owLyY MacHINES, the
£ Turks kave. eyver thought of employing.. The Hunga-
£ riny, mines are wrought by freamen, who employ
€ great deal of maebineryy by which they facilitate. and
¢ abridge their own Jabour.” ¢

Tao.a Jittle genius, every, new-phenomenon. is o pew
m}-[ll.ﬂ'lz’i becaule he has. no general principles to refer e
1o, views of great man are.extenfive, and. their
reafonings apd oblervations are of peneral and eafy appli-
cation. Accordingly one would fuppofe. Mr, Montei-

wjeu and: Dr. Smith, had the Weft-Indian {lavery pac-
ticularly in their eye, when they made the aboyve ohlee-

® This is malk sptorieefly the exfe in Basbadacs. - So many blacks
are mow boed to'all kinds of trades; that the poor whits artdficess often
fid it difficult o get brosds RO
T lFoalil o Natiomty 00 ge o 370 S22 000 Tu 2o o Bpuost frqe
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yations. © The whole of, the above excellent pafape is
e O oui. prufent. fubjedds, the latter portion of it partic
culacly applies: to, that part of it we are now treiting.
For .f'}yws‘.ﬂl‘fﬂﬂ read, Gocbin Chimaley for Tarkith read .I;g'i'
fidians for in read ofy for neigbbyurdeed read AsTIPODES,
and . for ' Miner read Plowtations, and the application is
complﬂt-

Bur while tha Thrks. can. procure flaves  from: -the
diftant proyinces: of their empire % and (. long as the
Welt Indians can import them fram Africa, there is rea-
fon to fear that nosother inflruments than tbe armnafithele
e will ever be found to Tugceed, oy indoedy will ever
by, carnaffin-perievesed iy 0 working the mines - of the
ane “or, the plantations of the other.. By the way, Sir,
Thould: it; be objetied o the few, obfervations [ have ven-
turcd to make, on the ufe of implements of hifbandey, That
Iam noplanter, Lwould anfwer, That Tr. Bmith certainly
fiever was, infancient Rome or Athens, ‘and probably ne-
ver in any country of Mpvery s that T, queltion swhether
Mr, Montefquicu- ever examined the ‘Turkih and the
Hungarian mines, and yee that thele great men reafon
mofk admirably and conclufively on flavery 4 that, on'the
other hand, I {if it be not a fpecies of egatifim to mention
myfelf, in the fame fentence,  with two fuch names) have
feen the Welt Indian hulbandry for years tomethery that,
though T always difliked its I, was for fome: time, occa-
fionally empleyed in it; and that 1 never faw dny thin
myfterious in the plunting of canes and the making o
fugar:

EEHI I, by no means, wilh the reader. toreft on my
diffum relpefting the ufe of the: plough.  Aecording to
Mr. Long; it was tried fuccelfully in Jamaica, and more
land was turned up in a ddy, by 2 fingle plough, anid more
effeftually (for the hoe does not turn up the foil, efpeci-
ally the deep foil, properly]) than could have been effefied,
in the fume time, by 100 men, Land, which was: plougzhed
before it was boledy produced thres hhds. of fugar per acre,
and by the common mode -nfl;u]ll.llrc, it yiclded only twou
¢ ‘The ploaugh itfelf might be uiedy in fome fituations, per-

® ¥ Ezypt, sscorfing to Monfe Malllet fends cantinmal colonies of
¥ Black Nwves to the ather parts of the Torkils empiney and recelyes, an-
b nwilly, a0 egsal aumbdir of WHI'TES, the oae hu::#l fraga the “in-
# land pats-uf Africs, the ather from Mingrelia, Cigesifia’ andi Tastary?
Hems's Ly on the Populgelacli of Accizat Nations,

L; :l'l.*lpsl
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L I'l‘;p, to advantage, or fFoing of lebenr®  Letters to
2 Young Flanter, p. 7. L muft remark that this is' the
opinion’ of a perfon, who, afierwards, wrote an fealbry for
negro flaverys and that he there J'pcﬂ:i of (Grenada, an
ifland’ incomparably more mountamous than Barbadoes,
I krow not whether'1 sught te mention the planting of
cancd; with the p]-uugh, in Cochin China, fince ] cannot
procure Mr. Le Poivre's baak. Tt appeirs, however,
from a certain author who has quoted him, that the vaik
empire of Chinn, fuppofed, by fome, to contain as many
inhabitants as all Europe, is chiefly fupplied, - from
Cochin' China, with fugar riled by freemen, with the
p]ﬂh; that the annual export of that commedity is
£y to o000 bhds, each' 1600 Ib, which eonfider—
ably execeds the quntity made in the Welt Tndies, by
all ‘the European colanies put together;. and that the
brown fugaris fold ar 35, 4d. flerling per hundred pound,
white at 65, Bd. and candied at ¥5. ¢ In the E.u:iti{h
£ illansds, the common price of flgar, in time of peace, is
€ penerally found to be ags. fterling per Cwt. In'the
t Ealt Indies, o3 T am credibly informed, it is no more
% than 2. Gd.  And what is'the reafor of this? Why,
% In the Welt Indies, fugar is mifed and manufaftured by
& feuen inthe Eaft Indies, hfb_:,ﬂ-';rmm anly 9
Thelacanic anfwer, a8 T before intimated, to the few
hints [ have ventured to offer, on the ufe of the plough,
will E.rubnh]}* be; ¢ We futor ultra crepidam.” | But let no
gentleman ridicule thefe hints, till be can confcientioufly
affirm, that he has rationally and carneftly endeavoured to
reduee to praftice, and has aBually found  imprafticable,
what Mr. Long has written'on it's ufe, as the refule of
his ‘own experience and obfervation, in the 443 and 12
following pages,of the firlt vol. of his cxcellent Hiftory of
{n;nai:‘a—u work which no planter fhould be without,
t him alfo confult the political Effays on the prefent flate
of the Britith empire. © Why, therefore; the suthor of this
Iaft ingenious worlk talks, p. 21?, TWhy, thercfore, will tha
€ Weit'Indians notmake trial of the plough? That in-
* dolence, and idea 'of walking in beaten trafls, which is
* o prevalent in all concerned in the culture of the earth,

* Dhfpwic botween Grest Britain apd Irelapd, by the able Deas of
Glouceler
& [ndéed,
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& indeed, peculiary (& are the only, eircumilances to which
4 e can refer for an anfwer,” f X
I have the honour to be, fe. -

Ll T T el s
s oS TRy

MUST now proceed to the moft mortifying part.of
2 mn-mf;n:';% fubjedt, that of recounting fome partion-
Lar inftances of cruelty and murder)
. When -1 firft. arrived in the Welt Indies, every thing
I heard and.faw, concerning a fbate of mankind (o new
to me as lavery then was, mads a; deep imprefion, and
fomei things were indelibly ftamped,. oo my minds. Ine
deed [ could have given a Ectr.-:r account of the (reatment.
wF the negroes; after ] had bean fix months in Barbadoes,
than [ eanat this mament. ;
Among| many othen negroes; awhobore -more or Jefs
the marks of Al treatment, one of the Ak objefs who
prefented himfelf to my view, on my landing in Barba-
does, was. a negro. man, whole whole body, his fiee not
wholly excepted, was. covered with fcars, moft of theny
old, but fome of them recent. . Ope of his legs was loaded
with an iten sing or feer, at leaft halfan inch thick, and
upwards of twe inches broad,| for I never afterwards. faw
alarger. I eagerly enquired into the eaule of whae I
faw, - and was. told thae the man had been thus treated by
his owner, a noted gambler, whom. I, afterwards, knew
to be a barbarous weetch.. I afked by whar authoricy, his
owner thus treated. himy, and was anlwered, that he was
his swmer's property, wie bad o ripht fo treat b o be
pleafed.  From that. moment, 1 fufpected that there was
¢ fomething rarten in the flare of, Denmark,” . Fartheg
oblervation verified my fulpicion. . I had read and heard
general deferiptions of flavery ;. but never conceived that
the power of the owner was fo very abfolute and uoli=
mited, as I found it to be.~Could fuch u wretch be pu-
blicly exhibited, i this country, he would make more
i CONVErts
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converts ¥6 the fide of hamgnity, than 411 that has betn
written on the fubject,— At the barof either ioafe; 3 negro’
loaded with chains, ‘and 'tovered - with fcars and ftripes
would effectually plead the caufe of his much injured
countrymen.

In the year 1753, fome months afeer my arrival in
Barbadoss, I; one morning, faw the bedy of a_negro man,
who had been: run through, the foregoing night, it was
fuid, witha fpite Ifilay'in the dry channel of a water-
courfe, near a fence within which the ffk was committed.
—The neighbours covered it with loofe ravel ] but, a
fucceeding flood having walhed off this flight covering,
thie Haked, putrid: corfe: wik ‘sjzain expoled to view, wud
reigved 1o a litle diftance,  This flave was probably
Killed in the agt of thefty to which flaves sre'often prompt=
by théir e bad difpefitichs, But more Rediently, pethaps
finpeled by the ierefiltible ealls. of hutiger §owhicl had
been dpparchitly the cafe with -this whetch,  whide bod
wis mueh: reduced. This deed was never, thae'T hear
oy fo tmach s inguired into - and “the deéep impredion it
miiide oh my mind, ‘at the time,: is ‘my only’ reafon for
mentioning it. To (peak the troth, T will'it mity make a
fimilar impteflion onthe mind ol my readie;  IEit do, he
will’ dételt Mavery, as lonpas he livess ‘The naked body
of & rirdered man lying negledted, of treated, inall res
fpetts; liki adead dog, muft n:cdsﬁ'l:l:;htw-nnd a'thock=
ing fpedtacte to any. European youth, efpecially to'a goiin-
E:;E ;:ua:; from Eritain, on hl'FI it arrioslin a land of

AVETY:

Snr;e time after ‘this, I faw a fire, tally young man,
whole limbe, efpecially his forearms, had been -cut and
mangled ina moft thocking manner. It was fid, and T
had every renfon to believe; this was done by a watchman.
His witals were not woanded § ;ﬂ' that he fill bad fome
flight ap of lifiey bue it feemed 'to me, impoffible
lhaE:'hE H::ubcl TECOVET:

A perlon, jultly detefted for bis enielty, tied the hands
of his ‘negro man bebind his back y then, hoifting him
up by them, with the diflocation of both his {hoalders,
whik:gl‘d him, while thus: fufpended, very unmercifilly.
I did noc fee this ponithment inficted | bot the poor
wretch entirely loft the ule of one army which was attri-
buted, by the neighbours, vothe cruel teatment jull de-

feribed.
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feribed. His mafter, thoug l& tyrank, Wik it el fid
formed man, and probably had 2 wmind to imiake e
RiifRan #reste} For T Hever hisard ‘of dnother iiffadce &
of the [me mode, of purifhmede . The fEllow cithier
natiirally wit, or this tredtmietit rentlered Him; defperately
wicked 3 unid was dfterwirds Hinged, for attempting 4
fiPe bi # whité wottiin: THat e might have béer ext
irimiely rude to thie woman, T did not dodbits bat thae d
fellow, difabled as b was, Thould makeé fech an dt2mp
appeired to mie rithér improbable; This might have leds

& reafon w:{ his puiifhifent wad fo mild e [ilinifhs
Rt fhflicted on neprocs for thiserime (dh inflahee of
which happened many years befdre T went to Barbadoes)
is too Mhockin for dé!cr'T:inyhi : Ay

In onE of the tobns, I ohe evening, heard the fepbitt

ta the fIrect from whence the found fEemed to !

eceded ; and there beheld one nkfto nu'nEl"h ¢ dead, i
finother difigerotilly wontided i i rieck. © FHe' plége
had been loaded writh fmall, fhot and hence, 1 heliis
was Ared, not writh an iktendon to il B enly By

of a fillESs " Sufpesting eichies Fimkdia)repired
e pral

febpering a8 ‘i_;'is there called, to dﬂ'p;ﬂﬁgn:]lh[ﬂggéﬁiﬁﬁﬂ

nNEFroes. O pepper | NEErocs) wi riall THoE, 5ot
common ; but' falt or GlLi’fr?i—l:u'ﬂ"n. Whith fmare; but 95
not materiilly hurt them; afe fotetimes uled for thit
prrpofe—At e fftance of the oiwher of Both the flivis,
an i:?nir'f wis made into'this affelr ; but, though it hips
peried in mﬂm%f fEréet; yer as no white perfon Wis
prefens, nothing wis, o dcebbding . to the préfent laws,
sl be proved. '

I once heard the jumper ® 'of ohe the toWns boaft of
¢ 3 decd without @ name." He hoafted that he Killed a
negro (whin, he f&id, Was'ai oadt=law, dnd had infulted Kis
brother) that he took out his heart, and. cut his bslyy 10
ule his own Words, ¢ intd pound-pizees.' From the wells
Envwn barbarity of this' fivape, I readily belicved hitnl
An affair whith he aftéewids tranfifhad T Was compelled
to believe.  Anold lady, who had loft a fum' of mionéy,
fent for this fllow, o I‘?‘, by fortiring Her own flavel,
o difeever the thief.  The' mede of forture Wik ofed wik
this, He ted together, at one dnd, five fricks) dach

- Serpape 16
feven
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{even or cight inchies in length.. - Each of thefave’s four
i were, put between tworof the fticks; . fo . thag
when the oppofite ends of the two  outfide ficks wers
Tqueesed, they. adted as a fyftem of levers, of which the
fingers were the fuler.,. Lot any gentleman try the effelt
of apair of mut-crackers, orother inflrument, referabls
to the lever, an one of his fingers, and then imagine the
pain to. be muluplied fourfold, and be will get fome faing
idea of this moft exquifite torture,, On a f;‘:'bﬁ:qucnt X
amirstion of black witnelles, before a certain fenfible and
humane . magiftrate, . it appeared that this. fhocking. and
2l ROTLLTE Was illﬂi_-ﬂzg‘;: theopen hall of the owner's
oarle, which is (ituated in 2 public flreet, and that it was
feen by a pentleman pafing, whole evidence of the taso
ture. qullified that of the tortured wench concerning the
theft.  1f this genfleman’s afidavit did, not nollify the
teftimonics of the reft of the old weman's negrocs, it at
Leafty fpread: fuch a thick cloud of uncertainty onr the
whole aftair, that no! capital punithment followed.  To
interfere between ownerand flave, except in the way of
interceflion fora runaway, which is often made, s lbooked
upen 25 being very impertinent. . He incurred the old
lady’s higheft difpleafure for what fhe called his officioul-
nels in looking in at: her door;. but, when it afterwards,
turned oty that the. meney was ftolen. by a whitz man,
who was, intimate with. ong. of her wenches, fhe came to

his_houfe and wery. cordially. thanked him, for havin
faved the lilz of the innucent negro who was fulpected.
Meither, the awner nor the tormentor, fuffered, or, in-
deed, could, legally, Toffer, any punilhment whatever, for
this torturing. inmocent pcupirr:, As. L am particular]y
acqusinted with the above geatleman, I dare mention
this asa fack, which I can depend upon; as much, if pol-
fible; as ift L myfelf had feen st ; and, to the beft of my
recolledlion, be related it ekatlly as above.—I overheard
the {ame adept in thofe helliflh myfteries, very near whom
I lived for a few years, deferibe a mode of  torture which
he called cas-barping,  "This: is fulpending a negre, by
the thumbs and the greac toes,  in. fome  unoatural
pafture, of which he did notgive a very clear idea,
and. then, whipping him, while thus {ulpended: 1 do
not recollet whether he faid he himfelf had infified
this torture, or that he had feen it inflicted , but one or
the
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the other he did fay. On occafion of this defeription, 8
gentleman, whos hieard it, told me there was an infkanes
of it's having been inflicted, about five and thirty years
0, bya perfon, now alive, whe poffeffes a large EI'R:I:;
. but who was then o manager. “The fhocking particulars

I'fhall not relate, becaufc 1 beard them mentioned onlg
&5 matter of repore. :

Should it be afked why I hint at a deed which T do rict
undertuke to fuppart, I would anfier, that this Ipecies of
torture bar aw aporeprited name (though I never, but
oiice, heard it) thae Theard that name explained ; and that
the infliction and the inflidtor of this torture (wha cin-
not pafibly be difcoversd by my faine allufion) were mene
tioned, by a perfon of veracity, as maltter of current mee
port, in the neighbourhood of the manager, who had,
mogeovery the charafler of being cruel.  “Thefe circum=
ftances; taken together, convince me that this harrid
torture bar been ulkd, though, 1 firmly believe, it har now
no ‘exiftence, in Barbadoes.—Tt is neverthelels pro
and necelfary thar fuch deeds fhould be hinted of 3
becaufe what has been noay de apain; for I know of nos
thing to hinder owners from tortering their flaves, in any
manner they chul; The law takes no copnizance of
fich erimes. :

X, a man of property, cut off both the ears of 2's ne
gro-man, . unable,” no doubt, to prove the deed, and
to recover damages, took his revenge by beatin X, wll,
2z was (3id, the poor mutilated wretch interpoled, to pre-
vent his owner from committing murder. Huving reco
vered of the blows, X indifled Z; at the feffions, foran
affault. “The cafe of affault was tried, at leaft T G both
the parties appear, in the public Court-houle, in Eridge-
town, T do not recolleét how the matter rerminated &
but it would be doing extreme injuftice to the better and
the middling claffes of people, not to add that, by them,
X was univerfally hilléd :nrlaétfpi!':d*—l have no acquain.
tance with this man; but, for the fke of his connec-
tions, 1 am very forry that truth and humanity oblige me
to mention this notoricus inflanee of erveltyand meannels
—meannefs, I fay, not in having had recourle to the faw,
but in mutilating 2 helplefs flave,

I fincerely lament that, to the above inflanices of eru-
slty and murder; truth and I'Elmll'ltj* conitrain me m;ﬂ
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& 2t which affects the community s ary-at leafl, demon-
ftrptes the toml incfciency of the laws, of Barbadoss—
a_falk, which has never, ‘that I know of, appeared in
I‘Nf;“!:: and which, I]l.ﬂLIF]I notorious as the menidian fun,
will, T dare foy, be difputed, with the utmalt virulence
and u‘bl’l;jm::;.-—ln Barbadoes, Sir, I am forry m [ay,
there are fome owners, who, when their [aves become
incapable of labour, from age, ill ufige, or dilcafe, cfpe-
cially dprafy 5 inbumanly expole them to every extreme of
wrerchednefs, by turning them out to fhift for them(elves.
The poot creafures generplly crawl ‘to Bridzes town, for
the advantage of bepging in that populous place ; and
they are often to be feen in the [lreets, in the ye
Lt flage of human mifery; naked, Gmilhed; difaled
and forlorns to the preat annoyance of the humane pact
of the inhabitants, many of whom I have heard complain
of this difgraceful’ nuifance,  While able, they wander
ahout § and, when their frength Rils genenlly fix-in
fome corner or thoroughfare, and depend on the cafual
chirity of the paflengers.

Befides feveral worn out and leprous negross, who
frequented the more public pasts of the town, cfpecially
the market and both the bridges; I particularly remember
an upnl"n.-d and worn out negro-woman, who was free
from external difeafe, and-who was, for a -long time, a-
hoat Mr. Jackfon's gate, over the bay; alfo a molt mi-
ferable leprous woman, who lay, for a copliderabls time,
in the'alley parallel 1o, and between, Broadftreet and Jew-
{fireet. f the fate ‘of thofe wretches, 1 am ignorant ;
bt thole who were Rationary cannot but be remembered
by me iy people. Whether they may be difpofed to con-
firm or fo contradict my teffimony, is quite a different
queftion.—Cpe evening, on m{ﬁnﬁ the ruins of a houle
which, about three years before, had been thrown down
by the hurricane, I was_alarmed by deep humman groans.

ollawing the found, which was my ml::F guide, [ per-
ecived they proceeded from a negro wha lay, onlthe lee-
fide of & wall, frigeling in the agonies of death.  Next,
moening, at dn-.wu.g% repalred to the place, and. beheld
the naked and extenuated corple.of o atgro woman, {ur-
rounded with ondiure and vermuin,  She appeared to. me ta
bave bezn a worm out ftave, and to have died of a flux g
for I Bw no marks of cutaneous difcafe,—Would to God,
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Sify ‘every man, whe may be difpofed to think, #n wrire
or to i;l}-: I favourably of flavery, had feen this melinchioly
fpetiacle
*_ The only fhadaw, and it is but a fhadaw, of extenna.
tion, which can be effered for this criminal ractice; ik,
that negroes who are very Jazy, or very miferably opprefled,

ve been fometimes known, by certain applications, of
2 enfrofive or irmitating nature, to induce and keep open,
fores upon their legs and feet, to prevent them fram work=
ing 3 juft as 2 m excellent negro-cooper in Bridge-town
whom I heard mentioned, cut off one of his hands ‘with
his adze, vpon an unreafonable dajly tafk Being impofed
on him.—Cine fellow, who was firongly fifpected of the
above pradice, and of pretending to be lunatic ; but wha
was, otherwife, in good health, ufed to beg all day, for
in every thing that concerned his fubfifience, he hewed
no figns of lunacy, and Jodged, at night, in an old kit
chen-ehfminey near me ; but he was fo noify and o pro-
Fane, that I was forced to ke methods to diflodge him,
\'rhichiit I, at laft, effected, by rendering his dormitory une
tenzble,

Medical people are the I:cl"cjujﬁ?n of the extent of fich
le

practices. among the riegroes, by indeed, I do not
think are very common,  Yet ' can mention two well
authenticated inftances. A cermin Doftor found that a
paticnt of his, wha was a very worthlels, drunken fellow,
had removed his dreflings, and applied fome irritating veo
getable to an ulcerated toe. This fo exalperated m:f)m
tor, that he immediately amputated the tos, which cffees
tilly cored the fellow'.  Another, whom he: had undep
s carey was fufpedted of @ fimilar practice; and he, at
13ft, deteited him feaping the edpes of his fores with an
Sfﬂ knife, and aboot toa y fome fuff of his own. Up-
on this, the Doctor wathed the fores, of which he Hud
feveral, with a moft rosmenting mixeure, T think it was
féa-fule znd rum, The fres, afier this, healed Space
and his patient was never more troubled with them,

Tt is'alfo fuid, that fome negroes innocilate themfelves
For leprofy ; bt I never could believe this ; for preat mufk
be the lazinels of that flave, and horrid, indeed, muit be
the tyruiny under which he groans, which could force
him to induce a diftafe, the moft pitiable, perh:::l:; which
affiifts the human fpctitsuErB“t, grinting” e F.u'ﬂ:,ti.z
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the latter bea Rl their full weight, they never cin éx=
tenuate the brutal prattice of abandoning fuch wretches §
much lefs wooen awt, aped and imnecent people, who labour
under no infeflious difeale, or who have no difeafe atall,
—T'hat even leprous negroes are not univerfilly aban-
doped by their owners, I can Ejiw: sne inflance, hand-
fome, negro girl was feized with, and died of, this l'rEEh:-
ful diftemper; but her humane owner not only provided
for her, at home ; but, by fome means or ‘other, her
clothes, which were of the beft kind, were kepet clean
and neat to the laft. I could mention fome inftances of
whife lepers Ir:ing attended with equal carej and I never
heasd that their attendants fuffered by this, their humane
condutk.

1'do not, at prefent, Png'rﬂﬁ recolleft any other afls
of murder and fhocking barbarity, which fell within my

own obfervation, or which I deem fuffciotly authenti-
cated 5 baily to fay the truth, the murder of flaves is an
occurrence which but too often happens in Barbadoes 5
and unlefs it has been attendsd with cireumfiances of un-
common barbarity, is feldom heard of, beyond the little

diftriét where it happens. Mo coraner's inqueft fits on
the bady of a flave; nor is any legal inquiry made into
hiz murder, unlefs at the inflance of his owner 3 but even
this doss not always take place; for the proof of fuch
decds is peewliary dificuilt.

As 1 fhall not fwell this catalogue with deeds for which
I have no better evidence than peneral report or indil-
tinét recollslion § fo neither fhall T artempt the imprac-
ticable tafk of enumerating the endlefs inftances, not of
aifual, pechaps, bue of wirtual, murder, :I:nl}' hunger, fe-
verity and opprefion, which fpread a c ﬂiigiamus thade
on H:‘:: anrals. of flavery, in the ifland of Barbadoesgp
"T'his laft (pecies of murder is wery far from being pecu-
liar to that ifland 3 but, in all ages and pations, ever has
bien, and ever will be, the neceffary confequence of hu-
man creatures. being reduced to the condition of brutes,
by holding all that is dear to them on the bafc and ac-
curled tenure of unqualified perfonal bondage.

It may be faid, there are fews for the punifhment
of fuch enormities, as we have been deforibing,  That
laws may have been enadted in Barbadocs; for pre-
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venting' or limiting the abufe of the owner's rrorbis
tant power, I'do notmean to deny 5 but, T affirm thae
they Lie, in a great meafure, dormant;® and are very fir
from being generally and rigoroully inforeed,  Men ans
fometimes punifhed, in this country, for eruelty to brutes;
but I am forry to Gy | know of no inftance ofan owner
having been even profecuted for abufing his flave, Butno
laws can reach the namelefs and endlefs injuries which
the blacks,very often fuffer from mifcreant white men,
againft whom #heir coidence fs mar, fr an Shapey. admitted]
Many of the numerous, poor whites, in 6mh==h;¢s, whom
w thall, hercafter, defcribe, are totally ignorant and re-
gardlels ef all laws human and divine.” * Mifera eft fere
© vitus, ubi jus eft incertum, incognitum aut iniquom,*
It has been afficmed that an ownes's regard to his inta-
reft, independent of the law, will cifedtually prevent him
from abufing his flave ; and fo it might, were there no
other principle of aftion in man, gut 4 regard e nte-

refd mult be a very ftronp principle in bk partics, or
eir angry paffisns muft be very weak, if the effedt afs

cribed to the former be always produced,  If interelt refs
train the owner from feverity, it will mare powerfully ref-
train the flave from inducing that feverity; fince, to
fleep in a found Kin, is 4l more the interelt of the latter
thin gf the fermer. Whenee, then, the compluints of
the {laves provocations ¥ Pofl-horfes and -afles,
though, they have no paffions which ought to provake men,
are often worn out by opprefiion : Yt it is their owner's
interelt to preferve thiir lives, as forming a verygreat pro=
portion of his property,  IF a regard to intere prevent
not the gamelber, the drunkard or the fenmalift from raine
ingr their fortunes, why is it expefied to work fich wone
ders in deferce of the Nave, who, fomctimes, may fil
into the hands of a man whe unites all thefe -
for; in every countey, fich mea are to be found? Thefe
arguments will prove to others the futility of this prin=
ciple. From long obfervation, ['am convinced that the
owner’s repard to his intereft is, by pa means, a faffcient
Jbarrier apainft his tyranny, efpecially when proveked,

& & JF Qrvrt sre preared sxieh mary Brmariy ihar thy SEMRRALE Y dreg
¥ and the fewe of this if2nd, for the erdeding and poveening of them,
¥ wurr daly por in cxeowtion, they might be rendered very ufchial as wel) uy
¥oyalgalde” Hall's Laiws of Harbadoes, ene ur the eod of Mo, 51,
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ButT do not affirm that it is no check, or that, an fome
awners, It may not be an effeftual check.—Thole wha
are called i mezrser fometinnes txgﬁnnﬂ.‘: the melancholy
confequences of their prefent pofleflor not being much in=
terefted in their welfare, A bad man, who 18 to hold a
' ﬁ::l'u_:fgru-::, for umg{;,kmw during the life of an in-
1 wife, may be fufpecied of not being very anxious for
their prefervation.+  The miferable loe of {uch flaves is
univerfally confidered as the very worll condition in which
thc:r' can be fituated. But for the fenoe and coffomr of
their 1:|:|L:n1.|g1I Britifh appretizes woulid too often be as
ill ufed as life-negrocs; for human nature is every whene,
nearly the fame.
I have the honour to be, &c.

[P LA sl e i LR
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I Shall, mow, with all paffble candour and impartiality,
E’i\'r: ag.rqzrn'f_p'f;.rfdl of the charadfter of the whites In
Barbadoes 3 with ::I’rtﬂ to humanity and its contrary.

The fodier, as will naturally be i'uppad’:d, deferve the
fielk place en fhe fide of humanity—a virtue which mamy
of them carry to an excefs, which is not only troublefome
to their hulbands, but really injurious to their daves, To
the humanizing influence of the fofter fex, who are pro-
portionably far more numerous in Barbadoes than in any
other Britith colony, the ::?mﬁ are undoubtedly in-
debted, in a preat meafure, for the faperior Ieni;l,r they
experience in that ifland. But humanity is not the only
amiabla trit in the charafler of the Barbadian ladies.
Their eeconomy, fobricty; fidelicy and attachment to their
hufbands deferve much praife. They would fupeft me

4 ¢ Tensnti for life or dowerwilfully 228roying or SlbiEng fuch nes

' ﬁl.'ﬂl.'l. bo pay irekiy thelr vales o the party In reverfisn,’ Lawi of Base

b » Mou 117, oy 18, Dap feves may harniled a thaufend ways

withent immufarsy difsbliog ar deftroyicg the=my snd whan they are fo
dilabled or d.t.l!:urn.'* rhfu'r;-:rdurnﬁnﬁuh.frmiﬂd. !
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af faktery, were Tto exempt them from the common Fil-
ings of their fex—afelation—a preference of frivalods
men and frivalaus secomplithments; and 8 Hale indulpence
in: feandal, that bané of every fmall community.—Gena
tlemen of the learned profefliens, ih point of humanity,
are frarcely inferior to the' ladies;—The inhabitants of
the towns may, in general, be fitid to be humane, Many
of them, indeed, treat their domeftics with n depree of
indulgence, which, in their prefent sncultivated ftate (for
the fE;p‘nﬂ: drefi of the black beaux xnd belles does not
conftitute cultivition) they dre 'in general but il able (o
bear, and which 'ht{"'ﬂ!f}' aften abife.  Hence, the fid-
dling; 1hn¢5!£. drinking, gambling, and the confequent
quarrels, thefts and burglanes, which, every night, more
ar [efs, difturb the peace,’and” prey on the property of the
inhabitants of Bridge-town.—NMany of the independént
cwners of plantations jullly deferve plices, and fome of
them eminent places, on the fide of humznity, TG fn-
depemilent 5 fince, without indnEeml‘-:ncr, an owner's fife
manity is likely to be litde felé by his faves.  The geesin-

tity; quality and price of the peovilions which a’plaser,

who is indehted to his town-agent, ‘can procure, depend’
almoft folely en the will and good pleafire of the Iatier,
Should the poor planter complain, e levying of an exs-,
cution, or the Enrr:i:luﬁslg of & morigage, are arguments
powerful to filence Wim. T need notadd, thar, befides
their inability to' provide properly for their aves, owners,
whofe affiirs are invalved, are under firong temptations
to aver-wark them, in onder ta “get out of debe.

The proportion of humane country peogle whe are nok,
like the town’s people, fubjected, ina body, to the view, it
is impoffible to afecrmin. Some manapers are of the mid-
dling and the better forts of people, athers of 2 clafs which .
we {hall prefently fetch; and a few gentdemen of good
education and in eafy circumftances, exercife that profef-
fion, ~ Théfe laft may naturally be fuppofed to be the mofk
diftinguilbed for humanity ; elpecially as they can' live in-
dependent of their employment, as managers; | But where
a man"s bread depends folely on that employment, he
muft, of courfe, accommodate his- condutt, towards, the
{laves, moee tothe will of his :mfln}tr than to his own §
and where his continuance in place depends; as jrtoo
often does, on that firlt of all objedis, large crops, tha

C a4 flave
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flave will fuffer hardibip from a hand which reluftanty

im{:’h it.
ith refpedl to white inhabitants, Barbadoes is feciia
lizely circumftanced, The lands in that ifland were oria
Einﬂ!}' cleared and cultivated by bond-fervants of that
efcription. This circumitance ‘accounts for Barbadacs
having even at this day, a far Fﬁm proportion of whites
than any other European fettlement in the Welt Indies,
In 1676, it contained about so,000 whites,® a preat
Lru't of whom have fince emigrated j but, before the greit
wrricane in 1780, the yhites werp fHll cnbn;pumd at
22,000,+ a population, of iy rtionably preatec
than that of Britain in m{m{ﬁfurwqc;mm go.1 g T'o this
number of whites, the bufinefs of the plantations, now
cultivated by pegroes, cannot give employment 5 thers
being no departments for them to fill, except thofe of ma-
nager, book-keeper, diftiller and driver,  As everyplan
tation however, mult fend, or ought to fend, its propor-
tion of whites into the militia, many of them are fill
retained on the eftates, where they obtain a very fcanty
{ubfiftence by cultivating, with their s Bands, hittle odd
fkirts of land which they hald as temants, by this kind of

® Sea the Hifkary of the Beropean Sattiements s Amstiica, vok

2 B

ﬁhn: of the canfes of depopulstion afigaed by Dr. Franklls, by The
Jeiridullion of Sleev. ¢ The argroes brought inis the Enghith fugar
4 Wkinds, hove greatly dimlelfed the whicry there. The podr are by thin
% meamyy deprived of employment, while s few Families scquire valt
* eifatesy which they fpend o fertige luswries § and eddesting their
¥ chilifrem n the Babit of thofe lururies, the fame inceme &5 needed for
4 the fappart of one, that might hive maintajmed ene Bupdsed.,  The
® whites wha Bwve favep, nat lsboaring; are enfeebled, psd rherefore
* mot fa genenally prolific the frves, biep mmprded p bord, and W iy
¢ rhiir rerierions gre beosden, awd the doavky dmimp them are mine thew rbe
§ dirthe 3 5 that a erstirnal fugply 0 uu'd_f"-rn Africgs The northern
tcabosies Baving few flared, Increafe i whites, * Sluves alfo pejarace
¥ the fumllbes that wie them; the whire children become peoud, dif=
€ guited with libougy and being educared i idleneds, are resdred unit
o e pot @ Living hpinduiry,' Thoogkt sn the Peapling of Countriens

1 ‘The wrea of Barbadoes; acennding to Guthrie, ar rathar Tenplemas,
is rqo fquire miles, eqosl to that of the 1ije of Wight§ but Mayn, In
his msp, makes ity 1 think, 106000 acrer, or 16§ 5-BF.E| fquare miler,
which | adspt; aa bring, frebably, more sccurate,  Cresy Brirain, an
33 wred of about) 37200 fyuare miles, s computed o contain Ebage
u200y0 of penple. T bave jult form's map of Eu rogey which maker the
frga of Great Heitain mearly zo0,000 fquam miles t but From what nue
Whopiey Leanmat eplly ' '

e
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military tentire, That all the lands in Barbadaes sriginaly

wersy ond that parts of them fill are, cwltivated by
WHITES, are circumflances the more worthy of attention,
a5 it bas been baldly afferoed, that white men cannok
ftand field-labour in the Weft-Indics. In the fequel, it
will appear, that, in' cafe of the abolition of the Nave-
trade, there’ will be no neceflity whatever to fublttuta
white hands for black ones; in planting the fgar-cane ;
yety did fuch neceffity exift, I do nat fee why temperate,
feafoned white men might not perform that labour, in tho
apen fields, whichy in Barbadoes; they often’ do’ perform
among bulhes' in the fides of gullies and other rough
ground where they are expoled to the feorching fun, with=
out having much refrefhment from the cooling breeze,.—
Why cannot white field-labourers: fland the climate, as
well as failors, houfe, mill and thip-carpenters, plumbers,
copper-fmiths, black-fmiths, brick-layérs, and mafons of
that colour ¢ The fak ig, that, in Barbadoes many whites
af Gath fexes, till the ground, withour any affiftanes from
negroes, and poor white-women often walk miany miles
loaded with the produce of their little ipots, which they

r.liﬂh-z;gt in the towns for fuch European goods as they
L1

can afford to purchafe,—The reft of the poor whites {ub=
fift by fithjng, by the mechanic employments jult men-
ticned, or by keeping little retail-Thops 3 and fome of
thele laft make 2 praftice of buying flolen goods from the
negroes, whom they encourage to plunder their owners,
of every thing that is portable,

Many of the poor whites are difpofld to: take, and too
many of them do take, every advantage over the negroes
which' the laws¥ ledve in their power,  Some of them too
much depemdd, for = fubliftence, on robbing the faves
of, or, at leaft, mking, avtheir own prices, the trifling
commidities the poor things may be earrying to marken,
or, by feizing and dlgally converting to their own ufe,
articles of greater value which the flaves miy have pur=
loined from their awners.  Shoold a flave ﬂrugsk_r, a8
hg often will, to retain the difputed article, a beatin ity
fometimes, added to the robbery, as it is juftly n].lnl% by
the better fort of people. For dch afage the injured
has no redrefs; for he often dares not complain o his

# See Hall's Laws of Bustadosy Haw 16y <l 3
OWTIER,
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ewner; and; when'he docs, the flt remains fibie gritied.
@ Thns & poor feld-negro, after having emvelled eight “ar
ten: miles, on Sunday, is I.'rcqucnﬂg:.r robbed, by foms
town-plunderer, within @ fhort difkince of -his (o her)
miarket, and returns - home, fatigoed by the journey, and.
chagringd from having loft a precious day's Tabour, andy
perhaps; - the fruits of his addrefs, on the forepsing night.
To me it has ofien béen matter of aftonithment, thae
white men. are (o feldom knocked on the head, in conle-
gpeence of injuries fo intolerable. T have beard Both
qwntrs and managers regret that faves are do moch
in the power of il!-ﬁifpﬁrﬁ:d whites, “in this very refpedt,
and humanely confider the theft of a fow canes; a battim
of I'ug:lr, fc. a8 o venial kind of trefpafs, which they
werg often toexpect s adding, that even when the article
flolen wis more confiderable, a5 a por of {upar, a jar of
rum or melaffes, &c. they much rather withed that the
flave fhould: have the uie of ie,. than o worthlef white
man. I am inclined to think that this is almoft the only
evil which the flaves in Barbadoss: fuffer in 2 greater dex
gree, thian thole in the other flinds; ewing to the greater
number of poor whites with which: that illand abeunds »
nor do Ifeeheyw:on|ithe prefentdyftem of things, this
fore. grievinee can be remedied.

In confequence of this redundancy of white men, in
Barbadoes, their wages; as fervants ‘on plantations (and,
ifdecd; as clerks ine the towns) are pitifully low; and
are, fometimes, paid in indifferent preduce; chirged
them ot 2 price which their creditors eannot allow, when
they take {uch produce in payment for the coarfe clothes,
which the poor fellows may bave taken up, at a price,
proportioncd to the diftance and uncertainty. of the pay -
ment. Their diet, in peneraly is both coarle and fcanty,
fo feantyy indeed, thaty in order to pet vichuals, theyare,
fometimes cbliged: to connive at the villainics of the prin-
cipal nogroes on the eftates;  Hence fome of the books
keepers, diftillers and: drivers became worthlels and aban-
doned ; and, in truthy as unworthy of truft 25 the negroes
themizlvas.

1t cuinot be cxpedled that men thus treated houldy in

neral, be diftinguithed for humnnity 3 but their want of
Eﬂt virtue is l]l.ﬁcl.‘s felt by the flaves, as the former are

always under the immediate controul of the owners of
it 1 MANAEETS,
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manpeers=—wwien fuch men become mamagers, which'
they fometimes do, we may eafily guels what ufe they
will make of the exorbitant, ory at leafly the very ampla
powers anpexed to that fation,  Indeed they, fometimes,
lofe their employment, merely on account of their feve-'
rigye . It ds alfo true, that the negroes, if they diflike a
manager, though, perhaps, without any. good. réafon,
fometimes teie and harrals him, il they provoke: him' to
treat them with feverity ; and thene they i with Eom-
plaints to the attermey or the owner, who, perhaps, is more
to blame than either, by purting it out of the manager's’
poveer to feed the people well, and to work them mode<:
rately.
"Iji.ms, Sir, in fome inftances, the ill treatment of the
flave is owing to the inhumanity or ill temper of the ma-
mager 3 on, in fome degresy to thole of ‘the driver; in
others to the inhumanity, parfimony or fimaitencd circom-
ffances of the owner ;. in othars, again, o the perverfe-
nels af the fave himf@lE - whoy it mult be remembered, iz
et pard for the labour which he is.compelled 'y friges to
uml‘r;gq. When all- thefe caules: are combined, which,:
from . the nature of the  thing, cannot but, fometimes,
happen, the Nave muft be completely wretched, amd every
perion concorned in his treatment, - unhappy. LT
From the preceding fafls and ‘obfervations, we may
draw this general conclufion, which may, afterwards, be
ikl to us: in our reafonings That o pa}.},u'.-'.ﬁ-fe cafier of 1l
freatrient vefulty either mediately or imuedrately, from fhe
REPUGKANCY ([for 1t canmat praperfy be called @ relation)
quliiph necefarily juffﬂ: besmeen tivaffe natural ememies OW KR
and stavi.  * This, (fays Locke,®} is the perfelt con=
< ditien of fevery, which is nothing clfe but the fate of)
€ ppar comtntiredy beeween a lawful conqueror and & cap=
& tive.” ; ,
Oin the other hand,- it 18 perhaps: equally certain, Thaty
in countries where the greateft pare of the inhabitants e
in a fhate of ablolute, unconditional dlavery, the Httlepro-
teftion and happine(s which: the faves enjay, muft be aw-
ing more to the lenity, good fenfe and l'}-.‘iri: of particular’
owners than to any protecting laws which can be devifed
ta bind fuch communitics.: Laws framed by srmers. | cfpe
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cially by owners who are greatly out-numbered by their
flaves) multy at beft, he eafily eluded, partial if not op=
prefiive in their nature, and feeble in tseir operation. All
hiftory. bears witnefs to thefs truths, at the fame time,
thae they dre, with demonfbrative evidence, deducible from
the conititution of the human mind, * Accarding to an-
€ cient practice,’ fays Hurme, ® alf checks were of the -
¥ Seriory to, refimin him to the duty of Jibmifion - neme
£ on the fuperier, to reftrain him o the riciprocal duties
¢ of gentlencfs and pumenity,' He might have extended
this obfervation to the colonies of fome modetn European
flates, of the flave-laws, of which, we may truly fay,
Humana malignar
Cura dedit leges. Ovim.
We have feen how the white fervants and the flaves,
in peneral, are treated in Barbodoes, There are no
fend-fervants now in that ifland. The laft, T belicve,
who were fold there, were a few of the deluded peaple,
whofe lives were jullly forfrited, to the Jaws of their coun=
try, in 1745, One of them fHll furvivess and it will
not be foreign to.my fubjeét 1o mention what I heard of
his hiftory.e—His mafier faving underftood that the high=
landers could not properdy be called freemen, in their own
countrys took it for granted, that they were flaves, in
the fume fenfe with the negrocs in Barbadoss 5 for it i
probable that he could not diftinguith between an opprefs
five and ufurped domination, and a patrinrchal kind of do-
mihion which though, like all other fpecics of arbitrary
pewien, it was often abufed, and therefore was defervedly
ahelifhed, was yet founded on ancient cuftom, and, an the
whole, was agreeable, if not, perhaps, Rattering, to the
prejudices. of -the peaple,  He, accordingly, treated the
man with great feverity ; and, at lnit, proceeded to fuch
excefles, that the blood of the highlander was ronfed, and
he proceeded to equal exceffes, in his turn.  His malter,
finding his fervieude altogether unprofitable, and thae ho
veas not to be reformed by firipes and chains, gave him
his freedom.  How he afterwards fubiifted, T know not ;
but he has for fome years lodged in the poor-houle in
Bridge-town, totally blind and fuperannuated, Ee je at
no lofs for fpod in ‘that hefpitable place s bat people zre

® Eifiy on the Populecinefi of Ancient Natlozy

ioa




S s

foo apt to ghw: him money and frong drink, with which
1 imagine, be was always aceuftomed to belot himfelf,
His countrymen are at no other expence with him than

iving him his dinner, en the agniverfary of their tutelur
g:.inl:."’ His companions, I heard, were very well treated,
and probably deferved pobd tieatmient better than he did 3
for 1 have reafon to think his temper was always obftis
nate, and, like the temper of molt Britonsy peeuliacly
unadapted for a fiate of Navery.

Kenneth. Morrifon, a poor, but unoffending, highlan-
dier, was reduced to'the hard neceffity ﬂFimi:nt:nghimﬁEF
o the mafter of @ Weft Indian thip, who fold him, as a
bond-fervant, in Barbadoes, many years ago. He was
treated with great cruclty, and, in particulas, was let
down into an old well, as o place of confinement. Luck-
ily he was able to prove this fnft; ‘and focd for and ob-
gined hiz freedom.  Having beena good feholar and a
fober man, he commenced teacher ; and, in that capacity,
was fo fortunate as to attrack the notice of the Governor
(T think, Governor Grenville) who difcovered his merit,
fent him home for holy orders, and gave him a parith.
Having arrived at a tci%nﬂ:hl: ftation, he did not forget
that excellent maxim, * Non igoaros mali, miferis fuc-
¢ currere difen.’ ¢ He had fuffered perfecution, and had
¢ learned mercy.’+ Obtaining a place in the commiflion of
the peace, he diftinguithed himfelf by a fpiriced, infexible
‘adherence to juftice, and ¢ refpefted not perfons in judg-
¢ ment ;' & condoft which, in moft countries, will be

more applapded by the pesr than by the rick, Mr. Mor-
rifon was many years rector of St James's parifh and
died, eight or nine years ago, much regretted, elpecially
by the indigent and the unprotedted.
I have the honour to 'be, &e.

® The Englith; Scoteh, and Irith have fecietien for the relief of thelr
OO COUSITYMEN; whizh were particularly wfeful to miny diltrefed fea-
faring men during thiglate war, The writee of thafe lztters had the ho=
nocr o be boz-Keeper oo brealorer to ope of thole foeletles, when be |=fe
Barbadoei—a sircumitazca which he dom net mentiaon out el visity;
but he thinks thie public ¢=ght to koow that the perfon who now ad-
deefen them wat desmed worthy of confidencs, |a thag, as well 2 ls a
depastemeat of groater importinge,
T+ Sterngs
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Hﬂvmﬁ_givm a free, but a candid apd impartial,

. fketch of the general condition of the flaves, and of
the charafter of the whites, fo far as it is concerned in
the prefent fubject, I fhould now proceed to a more pleal-
ing tafk, that of paying my little tribote of jult applaufe
to the virtues of fome worthy individuals. . Buc unseceffary
perfonal allufions of any kind may juffly be confidered as.
entirely foreign.to a fubjei of this public nature, not to
mention the teadéncy they have to awaken detraflion ;
to "I.'-'Fiffh, however; the charafers Inow have r_'l'l.icﬂ].' in
vi:wl may Igi'tl defiance.  Suffice it, therefore to fay, that
rhn:n;_ram gentlemen !Eﬁdi::g chiefiy or |.-|-||i_|-r,-[1-,- in Bar

badoes, ‘whe ftudy to make their flaves happy—as happ

a8 18 compatible {vid-u their prefent debafed fate—a ﬂa.l:r:t
however, from which one of two warthy perfens are en-
deaveuring to raife them; and, I have been told, with a
promifing degree of {uccels. A fewr gentlemen of Bar-
badaes, wha refide conltantly in England, and whom uni-
werfal fame allows to poflefs the moft confummate good-

8 AN fmall communities are, mose op lsfy, infelted with Maadererse
Tri Barhadies, fuch perfens da not tlways content themlefves with wg.E-’_
pn?q;l' defarmation ; but I have known the twoepeefles teem, for monghs
together, mot wish peftical, ealyy but with indecent and virubeaty pere
fanal invedtive. ‘Thisaffeftlon and foveral othem 1 hawe #fvamced, I
capld fupporty i pryfforp, by extrally from a eollefion of Darbedots
pipret, now in my hande.  1'have ne perfons] cauf to complabn 4F i
snopymous wrter of Basdadacd; having aover been oncs fo motd 28 ade
luded & by them. ~ But I slwayn deceibed the Ti:ﬂ.h.r. of leribbling ' 1a
newlpapert, om any other, ot bealt, than general fobje@s. In no fewl=
papers Ald 'Iever make eved the remotelt perfinal allufies, excepr,
i 2 giece figned OFewian, in tho Barkadoss Mereuryy o Navember 3yt
1784 * That piece win intended ta plate in the Froper peint of view this
charafler of u refpefhable pentleman of the 12t who pofiviles pood

ualitles, which hie in waia endtdvours toconcealy end who had beea ra-
rli||1-'|l‘:|I indeed, than injueloolly treated, by oos of theds feibblers
i ey er wes aniwesed, —0
Blepea ] VERiTAL of PRavaresyT! )
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nefs of heart; take cage that their eltates be fupplied withs
proper ftores of all kinds. - 1 have always underitood that
the managers of thofe gentlemen have it in.their power,
and are frifly erdired to treat the flaves humanely.

But, . 5ir, there is fome reafon to think, that many
worthy:Planters who refide in this countey, do not know
eyery thing that paffes on their efiates, in the Welt
Tndies; but this 1 kuow, that an apprentice to,ene of'
the eminently humane gentlemen 1 allude to, was almalt
killed with  downright *drudgeryy and was fo. much
pinched in his food, that his father, who was well.able.
ta maintain him, and who lived ar the diftance, of
three miles, was obliged to fend daily fupplies: of draficd
victunls for him amd his - fellow-"prentice, a youth from:
this country,; For this ill. treatmest, [ am confident,
the managee. aliae was blameable ; for, during the firlk

vars of his apprenticethip, the lad made no complaints,,

aving, 2t that time, had no reafon o find fault with his,
treatment,  The plantation was then fuperintended by,
a gentleman, who never had it in his nature to freat any.,
buman being ill. [ have fince heard the young man (ay, ¢
that he was then treated with a fathorly attention ;. and,
particularly thas be aften dined at the gentlemzn’s mhle. .
“I'his worthy. perfon gave up the management, I think, .
o account. of his advanced age 3 and was fugceeded. by
a. young. tyrant, who not only harrafled, and ftasved, but,
aften, harje-sobigt the youth, (for it is unlawful to beat
a white apprentice with a corw-ftin) after ho. had attained
his eighteenth or pincteenth year, was near fix feet tall,
and knew Bis bufinefy well.. | When decenty well cdu-
cated, white apprentices were thus teeatody e is ealy, to.
guels what the| negroes fuffered., Indeed I: bave heard,
and [ ‘helieve, that he ruled them with 2 eod of iren s
amly particularly that, while a batehelor, he, [ametimes, |
treated fome of the young wenches illy; for na other pea-
fon, but becaule they refufed . fubmit to his lults

. Vice forves as &) foil to illufleate virtug, By way of;
eompenfation to the inhabitants of Barbadoes, for baving.
fhigmatized an. individual of their number, T mufkbeg,
beave, Sir, to deviate o lietle farther from. roy plany whils,
I eommemorate the virtues of the molt I"Cfi‘m&'blh Ay
well fay wvenerable, Welk Indian, gentlemin, I,:m’;ﬁd‘.

- _ the
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the honour of knowing. The perfon T allude to, iwae
the late Hexry Bisuor, Efg, who was generally known
by the name of the old Gemtlenan in %pujghls.—Thr
excellent education he pave his children bear witnefs
to his parcheal care.  As 2 guardian, 1 have repent-
edly heard his praifes celebrated,  As an stmery he was
indulgenty even to 3 fault; for a Fwlt there certaine
Iy s, in exceflive indulgedce to firvs,  On their come
plaining of the feverity of any of his managers, 1 have
heard him dpeak to his man of bufinefi to this effedt,
* Write to that fellow to take care what he does; for
€ T will not fuffer him, or any man, to abufe iy people.”
When any barbarous deed was mentioned in his hearing,
Mr. B. would openly exclaim, * The feoundrel cught to
£ be hanged | I Such, T remember, was his indignant
language, on feeing three wretehes carricd paft his door,
wiho were chained together, and had been moft barbaroufly
whipt,and brutally treated by their ownér, who, by hiscruol=
ty, has fince rapidly reduced himfelf to beggary. It is not
wonderful that fuch 2 man fhould be hated by ally and
both hated amd feared by molt, of thefe whole praife
would be difhenour.  Some cownrdly mifcreant; whom,
no doubt, Mr. B's. freedom hnd offended, ons night,
fired 3 mufket loaded with ball, into  the apartment,
where he fept. Though Mr. B, had, in the carlier
part of his life, carricd on a very great trade with the
Americans, he was 1 declared enemy to their caufey and,
from prineiple and convifion, was moft firmly and con-
feientioully attached to his Sovereipn and to this coun
try—a fentiment, indeed, in which Mr. B. was, by no
meansy fingular. I well remember, his fending by a
perfon: who had lived with him about five and thirty
years) to the commanders in chicf of the Heetand army
in. Ameriea, each a hogfhedd of his beft old rum, to
drink fuccels 1o the Hritith arms.—Thefe fow ool
anccdotes, which Tknow to be true, will zive a jufter idea
than a laboured, fulfome panepyric, of the charder of 3
man who did honout to the ifland of Barbadoes, and who
would have done honour to any country. Such, Sir,
are the very terms in which I have, more than ofIC e,
beard Mr. B. mentioned by a certain honourable and
warthy pesfon, now decealed,—an honeft man and a
ﬂ].thﬁ\{, well informed fervant and Beprefentative of his

Sovercign,
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Sovercign ; whole prafle was, on every account, eftim-
able; and; it i3 well known, that he never defcended
to the meannefs of fateery.—Mr. B, died, mich re-
pgretted, by every good man, who had the honolr of his
acquaintance, in the year 1981, aged B3,

His funcral fermon, preached by a certain learned, dili-

nt and worthy clergyman, wiio; in'the difcharge of his
ﬁt}, never pave © Hattering titles into'man,” was one
of ‘the very few difcourfes-'af the kind to which T have
liftened with fatisfattion)

Same account of the tate' Jofeph Callender, a humane,
fenfible, placid and anij_gy old i(]Z_ua]n:r, ought to follow
that of Mr. B. whole conftant :ﬁme'an he was, for
a feries of years ; ‘2nd who did himfelf infinite eredit by
the choice of fuch a friend.  But T have already too
much receded from my plan. T muft obferve, however,
that J. C. has often told me, that though he had fpent a
long life in Barbadoes, he never was maolefted, in any
manner, by a negro!

I dare appeal, Sir, to every gpood man in the ifland of
Barbadoes, whether, in thefe inftances, I have aimed at
deceiving the lving, out of refpett for the dead.

I have the honour to be, &e.

L BT B R AT
SIR,

1 NEED not inform you—that mare of our words and
phiafes than men gencrally fuppofe are loofs, unmean -
ing, and indcfinite ; and—thit education engrafts on the
human mind frefwarcer which the moft acute philofophers
have not always been able o diﬂi:lEuiﬂI from original

principles in our mature,  In this fubjed, we have ex-
amples of, as-well a5 exceptions from, thefe pafitions.

OF loole indefinite words and phrafes we have but too

oiny examples; for mnﬂl of the ‘controverfies which
. in
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in‘all pges have exed and tormented mankingd, are
founded on them. us when we [y, A Spaniard, or
any other {ubjet of an ablolute monarchy, is a flave,
and; A negeey in the Welt Indjes, is a ave, we make two
very different affirmations, arifing from the very different
rﬂl of the Wﬂlﬂ')'k’wn ‘The mafter of a fervant or ap=
prenitice: differs [0 entirely from the mafter of a flave,
ehaty knowing how apt men are to, be mifled by loofs,
terms, we choofe, in thele leters, to write
OwHER: ard Save ® rather than mafer and flerte
ﬁ?[n., mercy toa horfe differs from mercy to a man ; and
I -tincerely wilh, these was not a fimilar difference be-
tweoen humanity to'a lave, in a country of flavery, and
humanity toa freeman in a free country.. Thofe puniths
mients would be accounted cruel, in this kingdom {ar
Lealt if arditrarily infifted ) which pafs, in tho Welt In-
dies, for nothing more than ardipary difcipline. |
T'he advocates for o bad eaufs, in order to make Sthe

£ warfe appear the better reafon,” are aften forced to avail
themiclves of the imperfection of language we are (peak-
ing ofi'  Thas, when the apologifts for flavery. affert,

that the negro-flaves. in the Widt Indies are ot in &
warle condition than the fﬁar in Englandy they pluinly
i)

cin mean, by the word nothing, more than what
. is commonly meant by the word drudpe, or a perfon who
toils hard, and lives on a poor diet, ‘The great Locke,
whawas well aceuftonmed torefolve complexinto their com-
ponent fimple ideas did not confound thole terms. 41 con-
€ fefs’ fays hey ©owe find among the Jews, as well as
% other nutions, that men did &l themfelves 5 bog it is
* plain, this was-only to dradrery, not to frveryt’ Nor
has that able and accurate reafoner, Dir. AL Smith, eon-
founded them, ¢ The Blacks, fays he, * who make the

® QwwEs ond fawn expeeling the property the former ablusdly
clximzs in the perfon of the Lasser.  For the denivation of the wird v,
fe= the Hidory of the Decline and Fall &f the Roman Empire, vala gy

54
?-Th-: sl mammed of mefer and fawe, the medt seetifriee 1nd deser™
¢ fap of all ditinftons 12 bussen nature, were abollBed  Hiftory of

Chasles Vavols 1 po g Thie benign fpicit of Chriftianity effedied thin
giedt changis  For &n excellent account of the manner In which ous
reflgion operated oo the masnery, the oglalons and the eivil dighes ol ke
Eoropeans, fee vel. 1. p, 33t of the fame sdmible werk. Caoafult
alfo ehe Splrlz of Lowsy, b, as. che 4 41 Bt

T U= Governments Be 24 ch 44 b
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¢ ‘preater part of  the inhabitants both: of the foathern
& golonies upon the continent, and of the Weft Tndia
< iflands, o they are in o fatd ef flavery, ire; no doubty
¢ in & worf# candition than the pg;r.gﬂ' preople wither dn Seets
€ lond o Jreland, We muft nety; howeyver, upon thist
© acconnty imagine that dmf are werfe fed.'+ | But, bif
the way, Sir, had Dr. A. Smith ever feen the treatment of
- the flaves, he would have fidy Thay in' proportion td
theip labour at leafl, they are often much worfe fed than
any {e=t of pmfdn: in' thefe kingdoms.

e labouring poor in England, it hath- been fiid, are
flaves to meceffitps IF this be the blind metaphyfical quids
dity which hath caufed fo much wringgling in the fehoals,
then our adverfaries miftake their men, for (fome) Englifh
philofophers, not Englifh peafants, are enflaved bhy it dE
that neceffity be meant, which binds' man torhis focial
duties; then, 1 apprehend, the: monarch on the throne s
a8 much fuh'rﬂcg to it as the peafint at the plough-tail.
If by neceffity bé underftood, that law whi:ﬁ fuid; ¢ In
£ the fweat of thy face, fhalt thou edt bread,® then the
Ernglifh peafant bas the comfort to know thatthis merels
ful* doom s not confined to him: alone, but extends to
every hulbandman and manufafurer in the world.—The
Briufl poor, like the poor in all countries, cerminly do
fffer hardihips, fome of which are nreveidable; and others
the effefts of their ot wicer § but both mufk be carefully
diftinguifhed from: thofe more galling miferies which pro-
ceed from the wjfirped o ﬂgq’m’ ponver of pyrawis. In
comman, too, with all their fpecics, from the prince to
the beggar, they feel ©the heari-ach, and the thoufand na-
* tural thocks that fefh fs heir to."  Whips and chains and
tortures are arbitardly fuperadded to compleat the wreteh-
cdnefs ofthe flave.  Andy Sir, is it nothing to be exemp-
ed fromi thole whips and chains and’ tortures § Is it no-
thing to have property, perfon and life effeftually pro-
tedted £ :

But let us, for'a moment, allow, That the condition
of the Englify poor is mel Fetter than that of nepro-fiaves,
will it not follow, '« ferfisrs, that the condition of the
deatel and the Jrif poor is werfe ¥ Whence comes it,
then, that mifernble Scotlind and’ miferable Treland, fBr

% Wealth of Matiozsvobi 3. pegsai
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=¥om requiring or receiving any foreign fupplies of pnuffe,
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fend abroad fo many fupernumerary inhabitants, and
pifh o many theufands and tens of thoufinds of brave
and hardy foldiers and fhilors, to ftand’ or fall by the fide
of the Englifh, in fighting the battles of their country ?
Thus, on the fuppolition, that the condition of the Weit
Indian flaves is @i goad o thak of the Englith poor, it mufk
be feiter than that of the poor of the fifter kingdoms ;
and,, confequently, fupplics of negroes: from Affrica are
fo very far from being neceffiry, that o vaft forplus of
the blacks might be fent to people fome uncultivated re-

on-
. But this parallel, though exccrable, is interefting. Let
us therctore examing it a little more clofely.  Had it been
fiiirly drawn, houfe-neproes. in the Weit Indies, would
have been compared to demeftic fervants; in this country;
artificers to artificers ; and feld-negroes to peafants.
With refpett to food and clothes, [ readily allow thae the
firlt clafles are as nearly on a level, as they can be, in
countries fo different ; and, from a howE-negro, not a
fourth part of the ealy bulinefs of 2 fmily is exafied,
thitian Englifh fervant performs,  But can an Englith
fervant be Hogped, or hampered. in irons, at the pleafire
of his mafter? Can he be turned out to be loaded with
duhp, orto dig in the field, with a cow-fkin fmacking
behind him ! 1'donot fay, that houfe- negroes, in general,
experience [uch vieilitudes § for very many of them never
disg a cane hole, or received a {evere firipe; in their lives ;
but, fuch vicilitudes, «f of them are liable to experience,
— T'he condition of the black: artificers' approaches, in a
eneral way, fo that of white ones in this couniry, al-
owing, as before, for the effefls of eaprice and tyranny,
Here the artificer, though he works, incomparably harder,
has greatly the advantage of the houfe-negro Fur ke is
very often’ let out, and thofe who hire artificers do not
punifh them, unlefs they be very warthlefs, and then, they
dovit by the owner's authority,—Between the field-negra
and the Britith peafant, God forkid the comparifon thould
hold good. Sﬂ.;r, the latter works harder if you will, and
lives as poorly. as the formery ftill; thank Heaven! he
fuffers not half the miferies of flavery.—The peafint can
chufe or change his emplayer ; the negro is enflaved for
life.—The pealant rofs; the Nave lebewrs on Sundays.—
Bad
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BEad weather and the long winter evenings give the pea-
fant fome refpite fram the hardell parts of his toil 1 the
negro drudges almodt inceflantly.—The peafant’s fll'h.il{
cannot be fEparated from him; that of the megro, alas
is often fcattered to the four windsi—"The peafnt may
defend his' perfon againft any ig};rl:l'rﬂr'. at the negro's
peril; does he lift his hand “againdt the meanclt whins
man, whomay chufe, in the abfence of whites, to attack
him.—The perfons and the ehalbity of the peafant’s wik
and daughter are moft effeftually guarded from: wiclerice
—Before the negroe’s fice, whencver his owmer or ma-
nager thinks ity his wife or dau%lmr may be expofed
naked and feoarged by the ruthlefs hand of & driver: and
will it be affirmed that thair chaftity s never violated
with abfolute impunity — The peafant’s evidence is good,
and the laws proteét his life, as well as that of the fefk
nobleman in the kingdom ; the evidenco of the negrois
not admitted againft a- white: man, and, for this realon
alone, were there no othery the laws do noty canned pro=
toét him.—In two frmifant words, the peafant isa FREE-
man; the negro’ is & sLave—ln ficknels or ald age,
I own, and the many anxious cares attendant ona provi
fiom for them, the cafe of the former is often more piti-
able than that of the latter, under o humane and: indepen-
dent ewnsr; but we have feen that all cwners dre ot
independent; and hove laménted that, to aged and infiem
flaves, they are not, always, humang.

Let no man fuy, [ attempeto explain away the miferies
of the poor in this counery.’ I have only proved that, on
the whole, their condition is far more eligible than thar of
Welt Indian flaves, in pgeneraly is. v peneral Lofays
for, unlels the paralicl w]ﬁ held generally, I e no end jt
can anfwer, but: e miflead the publics if indeed, any
man of common fenfe can. be made to belicvs, [0 incre-
dible an affertion.

To whit purpefe have the valiant Britifh nations fhea-
dily perfevered, - for centuries together, in vindicating
their invaluahle rights—the facred rights: of men i—to
what purpode have they nobly fought and bled, and feyeral
times hardily swwrefted the iron cod cut of thefell grafp
of grim tyrants #—with what ‘propriety, esn theybe faid
to have inedand to l:r:jf];( advantages above every na-

3 tion
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ﬁn_l'l under Heaven § if, after all their heroic éxerticns;
their eondition be not preferable to that of megrs feies?
Such arguments a8 the foregaing, | bave, fometimes,
ufed in the Well Indies ;. bue Llittle cxpedied ever tofzel
mfelf called upon-to repel this moft d'arfng.l modt infufs
ferable infile to my eoyntry and 1 her dney in the céns
ter of the city of Lopndon, :
But, in my eageenels to prove what, one might fip=
fe, would need ‘no proof, that the condition of poar,
ut firee, peafants, in Britin, is vaftly mome eligible than
that of Welt Indian fawes, 1 have loft fight of the feoond
pofition, at the beginning of this letter, That the pre-
judices arifing fromy education are, fometimes fo ffrohg as
to ‘be! miftaken  for ‘principles impre{fzd by the: hand "of
natiire.  From that pofition, it would feem fo follow
that an education in 2 land of lavery, and the domination
which, ‘Ffrom their infancy, the Wedt Indians are accul
tomedito exercife over their flaves, will totally eradicate
the tender feclings of the beart, and render: them pece-
frarly tyranmical and ereel,  This inference, like feveral
ather plaufible inferences, in dur fubjedt, is, by no means,
{I-;]ﬂl- Not to mention, that the higher ranks of the Har-
mns are penerilly educated: in England, itis noe true,
that, from therr infimweyy they are accuftomed todomineer
over the negroes. Even the meancit Barbadians are
brought up with very ligh ideas of the fuperiority and
rerogatives of white men ;' bt the children (of the bt
ter fort efpecially) are not altowsd:to! thew them by an
afts of cruelty ; at leaft, T never heard of nor obicrved,
any nftance of this kind,” worthy of noticey and T had
the beft opportunities for making the obfervation. " Eu-
ropeans, of whom, it is true, there is bota fmall propors
tion in Barbadoes, always appeared to-me to be fully as
fevers owners as Well Indians,  Thefs lafk-are very far
from being more fevere, than any other men woald be,
if invelted with the' fame unlimited: power. - The flave,
perhaps, has been born'on the fame eftate, ‘oreven under
the fame roofy with his- Wedt Indian ownery has, pro-
bably, been fed with the remnants of the fame:board;
or may have bheen the humble companion or the fithiul
attendant of his childhood and youthi'y and, above all, the
Weft Indian ‘has been familiarized with the pervedensfs,
thievithiels and negligence of fever,  'On the humanity
af
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of the Europedn the wretch ‘carinot plead fuch cliims
s ‘He who, il his own country, was accuftomed, either
teh command with gentlenefs, or to obey with alucrity, s .
not prepared to bear the perpetual provocatings af}éﬂrf
with the maticnie of a flokes

But, Sir, abfolite power ever has been, and ever will
be abufed. Tt is well known that mfgronties though the
power of their mafters s very farfrom being dbfolute,
but is limited by the impending verrors of the Iow, ane
often ill-treated in every great town in Britnin ; and, pars
ticularly, that the climbrmg=boyn, :rnnn% the chimney-
fareeps are very cruclly treated, ever Ty thil mitrapsls, an
evil which, it = fid, will fhortly engage the attention of
* the lexiflature.  1F apprentices are il treated fn Earidm,
are we- to wonder that mere frves are Al treated, inothe
el Indier # Farther, free neproes arc generally more
Fevere, . beemule lefs enlightened, owners, than white
P’u:r}]ll:} black drivers nre known' to be more figoraus
than white onies ; negro children often fuffer feverely ue=
der the ath of their mothers § dogs under thit of watch-
men; and drought cattle under that of blick carers.
Marefchal Saxe obferved, that, in the quarrels which took
place between his bappage-wagmoners and their horfes,,
the two-legged animals were always in the wrong.
But be it rooembered, that the negroes ore not paf-
five bruter, but omes, endowed swith reafon which con-
demns, #nd with unconquerable paffions which rebel
apainft, fervitude | and thac thofle palions are oftén kepe
in an unceafing ferment by unrewarded tofl and il ufige,
and, fometimes roufed, even to defperation, by ads of
injuftice and cruelty. IF fuch be frequently their treat-
ment, i it forprifing that (taves Thould be indocile, fab-
born, averle from labour, and regandlels of their ownee's
intereft { Such paffions are infeltious: they fly from the
bofom of ene flave to thofe of his fellows § and, a5 may be
oxpetted, by every man who has the leatt knowledge of
buman nature, the behaviour of the faves is often fuch,
that their owners and mamgers moft be more of lefs than
men. to bear their provecation.  Henee 3 frequent eon-
flik beeween the angry paffions of the owner and thofe of
the flave, @ conflict in which the former oftels lofes fight
of his sifery?, and the latter of his Afety.

D ' The




( 56 )

, The caule of the condu@ hioth of awner and flaye,
which we have been deferibing, is, by no means, to he
loaked for in the difpohitione of cither party.as men; but
in their re vgnancy (fory iF it be ar ation, it is the re-
lation of :E-: devil and the damned) or in the oppolition
of their interefls and flions, as swner and flatipm—g
fition to which 1 before reforrad all the ill treatment of
the flave; and which, 6l I fee jt's fallacy demonttrated,
I fhall hold to be as certain, as any ane principle in moral

philofophy,

Thus, Bir, we have na reafsn foppofe that the white
natives of the Welt Indics are more rigorous owners than
Europeans ; or that either of them are more rigorous. than
any other men would be, in the Jike cireumitances,

On the ather hand, many, I may Gy, mofl, of the
fricans, when they. Ardt arrive in the Vet Indies, are
as fimple and innocene as any country-people in Britain.
Mot of them learn their villaing, or mther are driven to
ity in the Welt Indies, “ory if oppreflion © will make

fleven a wife man mad,! what will be it's effeft on the
upenltivated ‘mind of 2 ncgrof Hence we may account,
in fome meafure, for the common and perhaps, parily,
Jufl, epinian, that African negroes are move bloody-min

ed than Creales ; becaule the fpirit of the former has not
been o entirely bowed down and crufhed undes the yoke
of flayery, as that of the latter, For what we call bravery
in an European, our (hameful prejudices. have no other
name thag ferecity ® in an African.—Far the other fails
2 of the flaves—for unlefs they, themfalves, are wholl

blameable for them, they cannot be called wirs—for their
other Gilings, 1 By, it i eafy to account, They have no
charadler 1o fuppert, and are pinched iw their fosd, there-
fore, they are thiveifh; they are campelied to work witheu
#ay therefore they are g':ra':?&arn b their gemini ond. freline.
fan are wat confulied, therefore the are fupid; they have
B interef? in their o fabanry therefore the are carelef
of its fuccels § o perfen canfulis their eaf¥, therefore they

* U Forafmich ar the negroes, @il mber SLavEs, brovpht usts the
* prophe of this Hand, gre &f barbarons, Wil o frvape carure | o -
Law3 of Baskadoss, Mo, g1

confult
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oonfult it themlelves; and are Jozp T afk, where §s thae
virtuous: people whe, if thus treated, would not become
thievifh, fhubborn, ftupid, carclefs and lozy*f By the
way; Siry if the negroes be oo much lazier than all ather
men, as has been presended, what muft be. the narure of
thole punifhments which force fuch beings to work?

But, although I am elearly. of opinion,  that Welt In-
dians are not more rigorous owners than Europeans are,
nor Africans more warthlefs flaves, than Europeans would
be: yet I am veryfar from aErm]nig-, that the being bred
in a land of favery has not an irrchitible tendency to fix
monftrous prejudicer (L fy nothing here of wices) in the
minds of the mere, ignorant valgar, The poor whites
in Barbadoes have no idea that the backs are, any way,
intitled to° the fame treatment as white men.—nee, T
heard a poor white min affirming that a perfon, (I think
a Moravian) ought to be hanged, for preaching toithe
negroes.  Lafked him, if bg did not read, in his Bibls,
that the gofpel was to be preached tooall mankind # He
readily confelfed *his ignorance of the gofpel 3 but fHil

firenuoully infifted, that the man ought to be hanged—
for preaching to the negroes, A perfon (whe, I thought,
might have known better things) afferted, in converfution
with me, that the MFW were & bafe race, and inferior

to the whites—becaule, forfoath, they had not fouls to be
faved 1, a reafon near of kin to that which was urged in

* For kalf Bz wletues:Tawe canveys awary
Whom enre he deass 1o feg :|||:F‘||.': il e
pxs Hom. Odpl

b A wpes Ber 2 foudy an® plrale yoir Henesr, f3id the Carporal
¥ fdaubtinglyl—I am mot much verfed, Corpanal, quath my Uscls Tobyy,
® ja things of that kind | bur, 1 fuppole, Ged would not leave Blm
* witheut' oney any mee then thee or mec==It would ke poiting ome
* fudly ever e besd of another, 1unth. ehe Corgorale—Ig would oy Fald
¢ my Unele Toby—Why then, an® pleafe yaur abirs 18 & Mk wenzh
4 g0 be afed wearr than n wbine one *—1E15 give na mesfon fald my atle
= Teby=—"0nly, crled the Corpadaly Zaking biv head; becwole e hay no
¢ aas to Sapd up for hee—"Tis that very thisg, Trim, quoth my Ustls
f Teky, which recommandn her to proteftian asd her hrethres with hery
® "Tiathe forrons of war which has pee the whip into ous husils wes 3
S oaphare it may by bevafio, Heaom Erer—huby be it whees iewill, the
*_dvarwe, Trim, wivd wer i ir wekingly—Ced forbld; feid the Corporile—
! Amex | refponded my Uecle Toby, leying his hind upon ks hesrt.—

STERNE,
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the fificenth century, for enflaving: them, nimely, © That
¢ they had the colour of the damned.” - In fheve, thevnl-
gar, m Barbadoes, are as much convinced that neproes’
are naturally inferior to men of their own colour, as the
valpar in all ‘countries are; that the fin moves, and that
the earth is at refl, - Many fuch volgar errors, the firfle
principles of the illiterate, might be mentioned ; Arpu-
mints apainlt which may puzele them, "but cannot {hake
their belief,

The extreme ignorance of miany of the poor Barbadian
whites, cannot I.I.HI!‘I'!-' sbe attributed o 'the want of ep=
portunities o!’in!Jtrm. ion 5 for thire are choold, in ever
{miﬂ!, whichy: I believe, are well attended ‘to; at Teudf,

krew two parochial fehoolt where diis was the cafies
but the poor creatures cannot always fpare their -ciildren
from hiome, after they become capable of piviag them the
leaflt affiftance in their: held-labear, Nor are the elerey
blameible for that fgnorance. © There are, in Barbadoeg,
eleven benehced clergymen, (ome curates, and frvoral
more in orders, who are tiot provided” for. | In peneryd,
they are far from ’I!L'iniir deficient eitherin point of learn-
inf or exemplaey cordufl; and’ they regularly prrform
divine ferviee in all the eloven church=a, belides two g
three chapels: of 'eafe: = Moft of the’ shurches arc well
attended, by ‘the berter and middling fort of podale,
efpecially by the ladies,” The larze aml elemmt chiirch
of St Michacl, in Bridzetown {tHc infide dimenflions of
which, including chaneel 2nd fpire, arc 136 fect by 62)
is better attended, T am farry to obferve, than o great
number of fatd the eftablithed churches in this kingdom.
deveral free negroes and fome Naves repularly aetend dic
vine fervice, 1 could mention a fmily. of the farmer,
whale devotion it fometimes the objedt of what, in the
prefent cant, s called e, in the Barbadoes newipapers.
The poor whites very ldom enter a church, except at
eleclions or funcrals; and are dien; generally; in a Rate
of intoxication,

* Barbadoes' i almoit the ;;:]‘}u eolany where any tales

* rable degree of decency is preferved, refpelting an efta-
¢ Blifhed religion s and, though there be iy and grieo_
4 ey defedls i fts conflitution and gervernment, yet this cir-

¢ cumftance
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¢ cumllance gives it confiderable advantages, in point-of
¢ deoenoy and civilizationy above alf the sthersy elpecially,
S the mew Ilands, *

I have the honour to b, fec.

e i e YU R R

& Drews alatiesy vander
& Cmnigenis animiams, ril probiberte, dedit,"
WiLLrAnMs, vid. it pag.
5 1R, '

WE have, ‘hitherto, proceeded with as much fecurity
on the flippofition, that the Africans are‘men co-
ordinate with ourfelves,’ os i’ the apologifts for Javery
had not refufed to prant us any fuch poltulitom 3 or as
if they had nee ealled in the joine aid of Ifophiﬂr{eam!
modern metaphyfic to wrelt humanity as well as: liberey,
from an injured and infulted face of men: | Shame on
European pride, avaricey and tyranny, which, by wreath-
inz the chains of flavery on their perfons, have  funk the
Alricans to, or; at leafl, have kept them in, & flate fo
brutith a5 to give finfion toa doubt, whether the fave
and Eﬁls haughty lord partake of the fime common na-
ture!! |

On this very difficult part of my fubjedt, T cannot pre-
tend to nﬁi:c?much thae is arl:gimly:&;huu pr:l:il
thoughts and arguments I have, which, I think, T may
call my own. A sarrow plan obliges me to confineg, to
one letter, o difeuifion on which a volume might be writ-
tem. Wy brevity is of the lefs importance, a5 the fubjett
has been very fully handled by mueh abler wiiters—hy
Buffan, by Beatie, by Ramiay; by Clarkfon, and luely
by a perfon who had uncommonly good opportunitics for
making obfervations, as well as ability to daw conclo-

* Ramfay's Effuy oo the Treatment, o, po ol Note,
fions
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fions from them ®.  Are the deuber of fome philofophers,
whale means of: information  were very much circum-
fcribed, to be putin the feale apaindt fhie wrgnmets and
the fadls of writers, one of whom (Mr. Ramfuy) fpent a

t part af his life, and the other (Dr. Smith] I believe,
his whele life, among different tribes of men? The mo-
tives of thole pl:ilul.'uphm for expreffing fuch doubts are
well known 3 but it s highly probable that the humane
Vaoleaire, and the good-natured, benevolent Hume, would
not have thrown them ooty had they. dreamt that their
confesdures and their affertisns, would have been mapnified
into arguments, by the apologifts for favery. ith all
due refpelt to thele, and to fome other grest modern
names, | cannot affent to this their doubr, iny more than
I can to fome of their dogmas. Several of their literary
produttions are as admirable, as, in my very humble opi-
mian, their philofophical, or rather unphilefophical chi-
mieras arg ablurd: and, till their followers fuppare the
flimfy, tottering fabric of their untenable philafophy with
reafonings more accurate and eonchifive than any we
have yet feem, I fhall tike leate to confider je, as a

® The Rev. Semoel Stankope Smith, D Dioln v An Efay on eke
¥ exules of the wrle:r of easnplazion and Siguee in the Buman fpecien,
! Ei';lnﬂ:d ak l"l‘llhl]r]F ik im |'||'“!;rI repeinted ax F-d""'l'l.‘!h i 1588, with
* miditiozal 'mates, by & gentherman of the Univerfity.!  This gentleman
Tn B, 5. Barton,; member of the Bayal Medical Soclery of Edinburgh, fe,
suthorof a very ingenboun asd interefling weak, eatitled + Obfesvations
* on fome ports. of asteral hiflery, to whieh is prefived an sceonnt of
& Tevenl remarkakle seffiges, of an snelent date, which hhve been Jir-
*eavared dn diferent putned M. America.’ [See Kalot's and Carver's
Travels)s  Thislaft coglous sccount has alresdy appeared, and the reltaf
the werk will Sartly be poblithed. One pace ol ie willl be, Thn efay towards
4 a patery] Biftory of the North American Indians,” In which Dir. Baston,
fram kis own uI:-F-lnul:lan, will re&ify fevenl mikakes, refpeing ehele
triber.  He affures mey thae D, Smith's secoust of the caloury d&c. of
the Lndiacs, Is peefoftly juft D, Smith; in my humble opinian, hag,
in avery maflerly manner, sefated the arpuments of Lard Kilmes, to
prove that there wre differea fpeciesof men.  See prele dife. to his Lords
thip's fkerches; which; inmam other refpefls, in 3 walualilz wark. That
& witer of fo.much sbility and humanity Boald have resfoned fo weakly
on 3 Faljedt, which besdis we fory to fuch fesfori confiquescer, Is.onl
to be necounted fory from the well oawn effcfhy of hypothaies, In TrliI'E
leadizg the mind,  Kerwing, 131 do, bow grofily me part of mankind
Fave been milrepeefznted, | humbly shink, no man i fo felly comperent
te write on this fiukieft, abe who hay el amosg the pouple he meany
o deferibe, lesg enough to recelve che full and fair ispreifiog of thelr
elarslles § 354, oven then, he soght 1o be usbizilo by inrers, or prefidiee,
‘which are @il meye yeiricadly bo maakind than h,;n:h;r;... [
Jjumble
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jumble of refined fophiftry: and heterogensois. paradaxy
'Lhicl: it is impofiible for: the human underffanding (T
know it to impoffible for my underftanding) toreduce to
any thing like 2 confiftent whole.

On the prefent fubjedt, though I am’ not & match for
thale writers in' argument, kil lefs in the illufive fen-
blance: of argument, [ may furely fy, without wvanity,
that, in peint of information, I have the advantage of
them, having feen and sbferied more of the negroes, than
any one of them, or, perhaps, than all of them put toge-
ther.  And ' Gogl forbid, 1 {hould be Euilt of infultin
the wretched and the forlorn, by affirming that any fingls
inftanee of their behaviour ever gave me the [hadow of 2
reafon to doubt of their sstwral equality, both in intelledt
and fentiment-to the Europeans,  Sir, Lnever did obferve
in them any mark of inferiority which miﬂt not very
fiuirly be referred to thofe moft powerful caules the fonage
_ffate, which fufers not the faculties to expand themfelves;
combined with @ fate o fovery which, it is well knowi;
dehaies and crufhes every power of the human foul. Nay,
fince Britons have been infilted by an' execrable compa-
rifon of their condition with that of negro fove, 1 will
afke (but without any intention of offending) Wherein
the (uperiority.of the poor Barbadian: whites, over the
NEgrock, confifts  For'my own part, though I have been
at fome pains to) sty myfelf; on this difputed point, by
purpolzly mixing with both, and. putting their mental fa-
culties to the teft of experimene, [ declare I never could
difcover, in the poor, uninftruéted whites, any other
mark of fuperiority than the very equivocal gne of coloury
and fome light differences in fizure,

I call colour (the principal difference in the varieties
of men) a very equivocal mark of fuperiarity. 1 cannoe
tell,: Siry whae paffes in the minds of other men 3 bty in
my own mind, I never could perceive any connettion
w{al:ﬁ;ﬂ:f:t‘ between my idea of inrelled, and my tdea of
eslowr, “The white man reafons thus, The negro's ealore
is different from mine, ¢rge 1 am natumlly fiperior to the
negro. . May not a copper-galoured man, or an olive-
colonred man, 0 @ mwney man, or 4 Mook man. thus de-
monftrate the natural fupsrionty of men of b sew coloury
to all others # By fuch fort of logic, we find the celehrated

Francis
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Francis Williams. attempting to demonftrate the fuperi+
ofity of the negro to the milatto: © A fimple white ora
& {imple black complexion was refpedhively perfect 5 buta
£ mulatto, being a heterogeneous medley of both, was
& imperfedd, erpo i'npri.fr.*-l I fisfpedt, Sir, that the ideas
of lintellett and of colourhave o mutual dependence in
minds which pretend to be fuperior to that of our black
philofophier,—The whites paint the deyil Back, and the
negroes- paint him' white; but’ do fiich chimeras prove
the devil to be sither black er white? A man may affed
eisie his e of Mackagt with his iden of the devil, or with
diis bibea of Mupidity, or with any other of his ideas he
thinks  proper; but he cught not’to reafon from fuch
arbitrary affocidtions,

The' truly fmportant sations! queftion, which has been
fo long agitated by the Scotch and Irifh antiquaries, ¢
will help farther to- ilyfrare: my meaning;  Set afide the
fophiftry of both partics, and firip their arguments o the
bare thought ; and, then, poflibly, they may be found to
amount to thefe.© My country, Tays the Scotchman; |jes

to the sertluoard of vour's s therefore, frelomd woay pu-_pfe.-f
Jfrem Seatlond, Nay, replies the Trifiman, but sy con-
try lies to the fanthvard of your's; therefore Seetfand wai
pespled from Ireland, Wow, what force ivthiere, in thefe
arguments, that is not refelvesble into the prejsdices of
the cafuifts; couched in a urbeble kind of emphafs
which r.hE',art apt to place'on the word my, when com-

bined with the word' conmiry # for, where is the cannec-
tion between the peimis of f?r exmpaft and the antigurty of
a mation? O where is the connefion between the calanr
of the human fkin, and the firealtier of the human mind?
And, if it appear, that there is no ernReTian 0T Felttiom,
of any kind whatever, bebween ‘idess which, fome pre-
judiced, and weak minds have ablurdly, unaccoumntably
and' unphilofophically aficiated ; how, in the pame of

+ Hig. of Jassies, vol. 2. p. §78=This argument, anfard ar i iy,
bas peare of appearante sl lageesl conrodtion than any other of the
kind, thathas been offered on this fobfedt.

T See Ell“ Hidtory of whs Declize and Fall of the Reman Empire; volr
g e gade 3
1 COIMMICH
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comimoh fenfey i it poffible to infer the ohe from: the
other T .

Thus'T have bndeavoured to kay the axe of demonftration
to the root of this. moft monftrous production of difeafed
imaginations, - Ihe (ame mode of reafoning 5 evidentl
applicable to all ‘the other marks of ﬂiﬂinai’nn‘. whi
have beer fondly affimed and confidently prelfid upon the
public as marks of inferiority in the negroes. i

From s conneftion of idens fo-yery capricious: and chis
merical we cannot expell very lépitimate confequences,
Towirds the equatarinthe eaftern,® weftern, and mids
die parts of the old world, the human complexionis'blacks
towards the northern extremity of the temperate zone it
is white and, in the intermediate laticudes; pradually
verges from each extreme to ' the oppofite, making fone
allowances for high and low, dey and, moilk foils- with
other caufes which b on the complexion, elpecially for
civilization and mode af life, by which it is well knawn
to he greatly-influenced.  Now, if intelled had any con-
neftion with colour, we fhould find the like gradation in
the ope as in the other.  Thus, fince we find the Dane
As farrer than the Frenchman, we muflt conclude he is
proportionnbly mure rationel s cotitrary fo what' wonld
deem to be the fafty, for Denmark has not produced nearly
foigreat o proportion: of menof genies 1% France.  Hoe
genins—arigingl inventive genius, kath fhone in nations
of a much darker hue than the Freneh, or than any nation
in Europe.. 'Not to mention that the Chaldeans were the
firlt aftronomers, let it be remembered that the ASpyp-
tiang, ‘who are themfelves vETy dark, amd who border on
mations perfofly black, et infirufted the proud Euro-*
peans in the mdiments of geometry; that the Arabians
taught them arithmetic and algebra;and thar the Indians,

® The people of Pekin are fair, at Canton,, they am meaply bhek;
¢ The Merfiand, near the Cafplan fea, are amongil the faired peagls in
1 the warld j mear the i:hlph ﬁfﬂrlﬂ.‘uir I!llj we of & dark alives . The
* [nhahlcants of the fhancy asd defsit Arsbis sz tawnny 5 whils thalz of
L Arably the Hippy are 2 hlack av the /Ethloplans,—The Jews aee faiz
E im Hritaig apd Chormany; brown in France and in Tu:kl:l', f';,'r:h:f im
¥ Partugal ansd Stain-. alwe En Syria and la: Chaldea, EAWNEY OF COppers

i

¢ coloured in Arabis and in Egype.’  Dr. 5. 5, Smith's Bllay, i Ses
ulfe Puffea’s diaty Hift. vel- 5. Smellic's Troal, J
Wi
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who were alio fkilled in thofe feiences; invented the diff-
cult and fcientific game of chels.®

AE:;I“' if it be juft to afirm that the blacke®t and
the firelt nations had different origing, may not the fame
beas juftly affirmed of thole of the intermedinte thades
of colour { Muft we not; then, conclude that the fwarthy
Spaniard and the fair German or Pole are defcended
from two original human pairs, of their refpe@ive coms
plexions® At this rate; we dhall have Adams and Eves
without number—aone pairy ot leafly for every country.
The difficulty will be to find gardens of Eden in fome
countries, in. Labrader, fer example; o Lapland, oc
Kamtfchatka.+—

Buit det us try whether apalogy will throw any light on
this [ubjeft.  Hogs; in this gountry are very often white,
and fheep are univerfilly covered with wool.  In tropical,
countries, the former are penerally black, the latter have
a flight covering of fhort fmooth hair, and the rams in
Barbadoes have nohorns, Mo naturalift regards thefe as

fpecific differences.  Why then are- the colour, and other
peculiarities of the negro, regardedaas (pecific differences 2

Moft animals are deftined for, or, atleaf}, thrive belk
in, pasticular climates,  Man was intended to affert bis
dominion over the inferior animals, in all climates. Hence
ke ean roam, with impunity; from the arflic to the an-
arftic regions, as the voyages of our late” preat maviga-
tor evince. ! Mous verrons evidemment quaucun deg
¢ animuux n'a obtenu ce gramd privileges que loin de
¢ pouvoir (e multiplier par tout, la plulpart {ont bornés
¢ gt confinés dans de certains climats, et meme dans des

& Wallls's Algedes, ohi. 12

4 — o Seerlend, fay comtain prem wityy whole paeteind: olm ever ha
Eeen to wele thiv divided kisgdom, asd whele deilfan irrpdiaron harg
penetraned the gloom even of the welern hemifphere. 1t §n cortain,
eevertheleley that the paradife of that country was at or near Edabargh,
ax the nama T!:I-nl'&im;um. Tothe men ol peofssnd pk caf Fedtpa.
i we fuhmit, ;'LHL!: Farfs lv-f&nm: & mere pontrafltlon af the French
word Paradis, G ke sl o, emey rnﬁmﬂ' I'.l.l. maPAnapie
fy elidende, [l Birear A 0 s ',:[n'in: thun difcorered the Edend of
aocicat Caledonla, and of her anclens, prea aed = ally, we'leavs

wtber maxipns §o find ot thelr's: 2
* contrces
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ontries particuliers.’® Man, it will be aMowed) ik
the moft perfelt animal, and his being lefs’ fncommoded
by local circum{tanees, than moft -uIIlEcr animals, is un-
doubtedly one of his' perfeftions.—This ealy dccommn.
‘dation to climatefand the dominion man every where
Eaﬂ-'ums over other animals, demonftrate the fuperiority of
is nature. And ought the being who, in Africa, fu =
gates the lepbant, and hunts the fion and the Hger, to be
accounted Inferior to him who, in Eurcpe tames the horfe
and the ex, ‘and hines the wolf and the boar ¢ -

From thé comparatively fhort experience we have had
of the variots climates of the carth, we cannot, or, at
Jeaft, cught not, to decide, with’ dogmatifin, on the ef-
fedis of climate, during a Tong feries of ages. ' We have
feldom feen climate, and fivage manners afting together
on Europeans in tropical countrics.  Bur where thofa
taufes have been' combined, the effedls have baen T
confiderable.  According o Lord' Kaimes 'hfmﬁlm
Portupueze coleny, on the coaft of Congo, in a cours
of time, have degenerated fo much, thar they fearce re-
tain the appearnce of mem.+  Another Portugueze fet-
tiement, in Sierra Leona, and the Spaniards in the torsid
zone of America, afford farther Ernnl’a of the fame cifect,
The former are affimilated in figure and complexion to
the neproest, ‘the latter are become coppér-coloured, like
the Indinns] With relps® to the An lo- Americans,
© 3 eertnin eountenance of palenefs and i'-uﬁ:nrfs (fnys D,
t 5. 8, Bmith) ftrikes a traveller from Britain, the mo-
* ment he arrives upon our {the North American) fhore.
© A degree of fallowmeds is vifible'to him, which, through
& Emilidnity, hardllg.r actratls our obfervation.—Thiz efs
< fet is more obvious in the middle'and, &l mare, in
¢ the fouthern than in the northern tates."§  The effefls
of climate and mode 'of living 'in America is Firther

reved h}r'rh: whites, who have been eaptivated by the
ndians, in their infancy, and by the Indimn children, wha

& Baffen Hifl. Mat. tom avlil. g, 177.
4 Skxeches of Man, prels difc,
T Treatife oa the Trade of Grest Britala: ta Africa, by &0 Afrean
Aferchant.
PRIL Tranf: Mo. 376, § 4+
Drs 5, 8. Smith'y Eflij, p, -:ip,E

have
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have been brought up among the whites, and whale ce-
lour and features alffume a very near refemblance to thole
«of the people amang whom they have been edocated.®

Upon the whele, Sir, Tam, by no means, fingular in
thinking, That as difference of foil and sulture pive rife
to many varicties of vegetables, thole of the potatoe, for
example, or the apple s and 25 very conliderable changes
are known ta be produced on fome fpecies of animals, as
dogs, ‘horfes, (h fc. b;_v domeftication, climate, and
other caufks 3 fo the varieties of the human fpecies may
be produced by the buat: S cantinteed and eombined

ation of foil, climate and mode of tlving_b}ruf,:%"

al joined with maral caufes. This doftrine is evidently

voured by the princs of naturalifts, Linnmus. © Afri

& pilos contortuplicatos, quamyvis albos, in hoc miratus

& fum, eellafir, inprivs veristatun canfit in planits, of ani-

& maliom penerstisme ambigens, nec amen gudguam do
& Mauris nigris etalbis fatu.'+

This opinion of Linnmus, T fhall reinforce with an ob-
fervation of one of the greateft phyfiologifts in Europe
That moft animals in their wild flate are of a dark co-
lour; and that, when domeiticated, they genorally aflime
a lighter hue, and often become perfeitly wiite. OF
this we have very flriking examples in v'}rlr: duck; the
goofe, the dunghill fowl, the pigeon, the turkey, the caty
and others, perh which may ococur to pgentlemien
fhilled in natural hiftory. Leethe apalogifts for flavery
beware, left they {lir up naturalifis to inveftigate this
E:trgwit}’! rcd::‘ub]ad ardour'; for it feems not improbable

t the refult of their inquirics may be, That the negroes
arc the abarigines of nwEIr_ind. 2y

Thus, perhaps, this interefting problem may, ane day,
be compleatly felved.  We may, at lafh, be able to ac-
count for the various colours of men in the old, as well
g5 for their more uniform complexion in the new hemif

* Oftkls Dr. Smith gives remarkable inflances st f. gy 940 25d his
gliver D, Basion, 48 = 19, BOCE,

ema Mature, edits 13, ‘Thia great man, w¢ fer, (peaks & this
Il_gp!&.lﬂmlm the custion I’]:I.El:ll becoane & philledophers i e
ey
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re,® and for it's general refemblance t5 that of the
artar hordes ; for the dark complexion of the Same;

and the clear brown complexion of the Otaheitearis, But
this {uppoles a kenowledge of fufts which we are not ot
po of, 2 knowledge not to be obtained from the Je-
gends of ignorane, crediloug, book-making travellers,
many of which have been found by the.great and juftly
celebrated philofophers, who, of late years;, have explored
diftant regions, to be flfe—Ffables which fcarcely, deferve
a piace in the humourcus itineraries of Captain Lemuel
Gulliver | ¢ Nothing (faps Dr. 5. 8. Smith, p. 136.)
£ can appear more consemptible: than philofophers, with
¢ folemn faces, retailing, like maids and nurfes, the fo-
© ries of giants, of wiled men,t of @ people without
¢ teeth, and of fome abfolutely withoue necks,! o which,
I may add, the Formofan women, who, mwﬂr}? to
Struys, quoted by Buffon, have beards ; and the Nosth
American (Indian}. men who, . if we believe fome trayvel-
lers, are abiolutely without them, f

It has been fupgefied, That the negro occupies a plice
in the fcale of being, or forms a link in:thit chain which

connects the white man with the D:::é Outang ;- but,

here, Sir, is a chafm, which it is impoffible for any ame
link to fill up; and, I am apt to think that the modern
manufacturers of fiflems will have hard work to farge,
links fufficicnt-in ftrength and number to connedt erea-
tures fo widely diftant as a- human being and a Kakur-

® The complexian of the Norh Amsriean Indisns i, by no mexns
fo usiform, as Bas been Imagined, ¥ In travelllsg from the grest laken
* to Florida or Loifianh, m:h the Indlan mations, thire iss viGble
* pregrefion i the darkaef of thelr comatesian. Al de the connclly
* of ‘confedecste matboas, or, aC rreacies Far termissting an exrepfive
* was, you often fee fachems or warrlers of very differear busi." Dr.
8s 5. Swmith’s Bffay, p. 158, note.

4 ¥ Amang thefr (pessls of Manills} fome have been fzen who it
* killay four or five Inches laag, like the fandem mentboned by Prolemy,
Les Weyagpon de Oerselll Carreri, v, 6 Po Spo=—=t Mark faul fuys, chas
* in the kingdom of Lambey, there ste men with t3s sbogt a pat:‘ ban
* amly.'—Seray exprefaly declures that {in Formols) be faw s man -trE
* 8 rail'more this 3 foor Peng.  Les Voyagen de Struyy, tama 1. p. 1o0.
© 1t apperss {fays Bofon) that Bteys rella 6n che authegicy af Mark
¥ Pauly 08 Gemelll Carverd daeg upan that of Plelemy.” Ses Smellics
Buffes, v 3, 5 87, £8, £g.
Ea lacka.
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«lackoi® ! The external refemblance, however, in figdre
and motioh of fome of the monkey tribesy to munkind,
is a ftriking and a‘monifying refemblance.  Simia quam

o fimilis, rurpifima belbis, nobis ! This ‘elircumitance
it is; which milleads fuperficial obfervers 3 for their mo-
ral itructare is towlly different from that of mankind,
Indocile, (peechlefs +, and, confequemtly deftitute of the

! power of abftragtien and the moral and religions fenfe,
in real and ufeful fagacity, they fall much behind the deg
and the'horle, not to mention what we bave been told, of
the ®half-realoning elephant,f The Creator, when he
wifely allotted to every animal that portien of thofz myl-
tericus faculties, inftinét and fgacity, which was moft
proper for their condition, feems not to have imprefled,
on any being, inferdor to man, the leaft fignature of
himfelf. - Accordingly fome philofophers chufe to charac-
terize mankind by the religious fenle, mther than by rea-
fon, the former being, in their opinion, the mofl unequi-
vocal criterion of his nature. ¢ And God Rid, Let us
€ make man @m oonr dmepe’ s the decifion of revcla-

“tion, . ¢ Homo jales Deum contemplatur,’§ is the lan.

guage: of philofopby. Now it is certain, That the ne-
groes have a juft fenfe of right and wrong, and make the
common moral diftin@ions, with much acutenefs and ac-
curacy.— Lhey may even b faid to & draw 2 halty moral
¥ —a [udden fenfe of right.'—If they do not, ©afkowith

® Llaneai's fyneaymes of thla anlmal are ter, homo nofler-
Fuiy hamn (ylveltely, sramp sstamp, akosiacks,  Buflon®s fulpicion that
Linnmus hay eopfounded the srang cetasp with the albinae would sp-
pear to be prowhdich fram the paffage we quoted 2t p, 66, i piles
H qul-'ﬂ'lﬁl alk," <. wauriy pigrls et ol Be. Perhaps the :jiti-ln
Buffon quated did not contain this paflags. 1 f’:-llhlh

4 Mr. Camper, In Phils Traad. for 1770 het demondrated that orang
patasgs are, from the texture of thele orpans, incapeble of foemisg
fpeech-  Scc alfo Dumbae’s Effayy, po 2303

'1; The ‘elephant hat s finall brain,  See Sparrman’s Voysge to the
Fape of Oged Hopey, wol 1. p 175 The full of u shisccero con=
ralzed only a quart af peasy id. vol. 3. pe 106,

Linns Syfks Mat. edit. |3..-—5ucF|. too fa the languigs oven of Ine
fidtlity. ' To believe Invifible; intelligent power, i a flamp feg. by the
i Elvine weskmas op humsan nature. HUIIH‘I“ di‘ﬂ!ﬁn sman fgse that
¥ o be febefied from all the other parts of the eceation to bear this
¥ imdpe’ [Mofa's wond) ¢ of the unlyerfal Creator.” Hume's Nanhsal Hil
dpry af Beligien,
: whal
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bt yUSTICE the pretended, fuperior race of i tnfifl o
B BREMPLARY punilments, dndy fometimes, dedm them
fa depive by horvibie terfures f=Like other men; too, they
believe iny and often appeil to the great God, the scquitter!
and ‘the avenger, who, they firmly and fondly befieve,
has red for them o better world beyond the %ﬂ!‘h'
Mor; ir, does either natural or revealed religion, fo far)’
at leailt, s [ underftand them, teach us, that even fuch'
rude hopes, ‘cherifhed, in the ¢ houfe of bondage,” by in-*
nocent, though-ignorant, men; will be difippointed ; for,
to whom little is given, of them litthe will be requiredi? *

Much firefs hath been 1sid, by certain suthors, én this’
externalyand, to hafty obfervers, illufive, fimilarity of the!
Orang Outang to the human fpecies. 1, therefore, beg!
leave to adduce the very greatsf authority, on'this point—
an duthority in which we ought ‘to acquicfee, till the
Julledl information be obtained, concerning an animal fa’
viery fearce; fo very fhy, and of which s little'is known.
¢ Speciem  Trapladytic ab bemine fapise i i e,
* nee noftri gereris nec fawgsinic effe, fature' quamyis *
¢ imillimam, dubiem m:mé.‘i‘; ne itaqle turrieiston credas,
¢ quam fola membrana nictitans i regaty 6t mantom
¢ longitudo.' ® The cloquent Buffon® too, *though he
differ from- the preat mafter we' have jult cited, in many
particulars, yet agrees with him in this. ““Throwing
¢ afide therefore, this il-deferibed ving, and fippofing a
€ little exagreration, in the relation of Bontius, ‘Concern-
¢ ing the ‘modefty of his' fmale Orang Outang, thers
¢ only remains a brude creature, an ape of which we thafl
¢ find more pointed information,” in writers of Biteer
* crdit't

To the opinions of thefe prest naturalifts, T'fhall add
thofe of fome writers, whole autharity, in the literary
worldy is, at: leail, as greacas that of Voluire, Hume,
Losd Kaimes, or any othet fupporters) of the contrary

opinion,

One of the jullly celebrated Doftor Johnfon's bio-
graphcrs blames him . for his prejudices’ againitithe inha-

" Linzxi Sift nake edite 1.
4 Smalile’s Baffany vol, 5, pe S0, : i . ¥
sy 8 E3 bitants
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bitants of the northern parts of this kingdom.—Wherever
W turn our eyes on human nature, we are thocked with
its vices; or martified by its imperfeftions; but that the
fublime momlift we are ipeaking of, thould have labowred
under a pitiable narrowne(s of foul, which, far from em-
biracing all mankind, could not find room for thefe s, I
wilh I could fay, thefe THREE united Hugpdems, o
me, fo_incredible, that T weuld wiilinggfup is an~
tipathy was more affedied than, real. this as it/may,
that prejudice. in my opinion was more than compeafated
by a prejudice of a very differant mature: T mean that
* favour to megrees,” which the prejudiced biographer has

ught proper to condemn.® In the Doftor's journal
| 1779) we find him: talking, with his black
firvant, on the ferament. Would o sble an obferver
of mankind bave converfed, on fuch a fubjeft, with a
creature, who, in his opinion, was but a little above an
ape, and was not endowed with a rational and immortal
foul ? If this ke called an inftance of weaknefs, it mult
be allowed to be a moft amiable ane,

& That o wegrs, fuve, Gys: Doftor Beattie, whe'can
* orither. read, nor write, foc fpesk any European lan-
% Engc, wiho is not permitted o do any thing but what
¢ his. mafter commands, and who has not a fingle friend
* on earth ; is wniverfally confidered and treated, ar §
* he wireq a/&tﬁu :'Eﬁ-n'-ar fe tov Busman g—thar fuch a”
* ereaturs fio diftinguilly himielf among Eurgpeant,
¢ s to be talked of through the world as a man of geming,
fis furely mo reafopable expefiution. To fuppale him
* of an inferior fpecics, becaule he does not thus diftin.
¢ guith himfelf, is juft as rational as to fuppofe any pri-
* vate Eurepean of an inferior fpecics, becaufe he has not
* raifed himielf to the condition of royalty.*+ o (4
* would be ridiculous,’ ays Dr. Fergulon, ¢ to affirm, as
® a difgovery, that the fpecies of the borfe was never the
¢ fume with that of the lion; yet, in oppofition to what
* has dropped from the pens of eminent writers, we are
¢ obliged to obferve, that men have always appeared
! among animals, a difing and 4 fuperior race; that nei=

*® Sle J. Huwkina's Life of Dr, Johafes, a2 the end
+ Bliyen Truh, o gt ‘i
i 1 B H
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¢ ther the polleffion of fwiler ergany, nor the approxicid-

€ tiom of . mor the ujfe gl".rhxb&ni. nar the continsed
€ in = with this {overelgn ardlt, have enabled any
© other fpecies to hlend thieir nature with his; that, in
¢ his radef fate, he'is found to be absve them, and, in
¢ his greatelt degeneracy he never defeends to their level.
« He is, in fhort, @ man in every conditiati; and wie
% can learn weehing of his nature from the aralygy of other’
¢ animals."*—Nor is the opinion of a writer, who ap-
pears to be rifing falt into eminence, lefi favourable
to the caufe of humanity,  * Europs’ fays he £ affedls 1o

¢ move in another arbit from the reft of the fpecies; She
€ is even ofended with theidea of a commen diftenty” and,
¢ pather than acknowledze her anceftors to have been
& co-ordinate’ only to other races of barbarians, and in
¢ parallel circumftances, fhe breaks the writy of the ffkern,
*and, by smagining [pecific differences, among mieny
¢ precludes or abrogates their common claims,  Aecords
€ imp fo THIS THEORY, the spprefion or garerutinaiien of
€ o meaner race will no lnger be [5 fBocking ts humianity,

& Their Ja}?r.:{'ﬁ wwill mae coll wpsi ws fo Ty for rediefl

¢ And publick morality and the laws of nations, will

¢ confinied to a few regions peopled with this more exalt-
¢ ed fpecies of mankind."t

But T muft not omit a very notable argument again{t
the Africans, from their hair, which is chierved tobe very
different from that of the Europeans, But fo is'the fhrt
e of the African fheep, from the fnp woot of the
Eurepean, - So s the hair'of mofk rude natians from that
of polifhed ones 5 and the hair of individuals often differs
from that of other individuals of the very fame family.
The Morth American Indians and the Tartars anpint
their hair; and the negroes, who inhabie climates incoms
parably warmer, do not ancintit. ‘The hair of the for=
mer s long and lank, that of the latter fhact and curling.
That climate, of iticlf, hath” a very confiderable effect on
the human hair, is evident from chat of the Andglos

® Ciril Soclety. pu By 9

4 Dunbar's Efugy, ps 16t Surely thafe are erreralle theseier, which
Ih.inl.r give funign to the gpprefe o caniraAjaclias of o past of the
HMAE FR0E
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Americans; ¢ for curled locks, fo frequant among their,
' iy are rare'in the United S-:;Im," The hair,
of the negroes, with proper care, will grow to no.con-
temptible leagth, o= is evident from t]wquiun of the black.
beaux and the tonpees of the black belles.—But wha
T pray, has the hair of the head to do with the intelleft?,
Were the underftandings of men to be eftimated by the,
Iength of that excrelcence, who could hope to equal the
race of macaranies in intelleftual endowments? But their
diminutive fticks and their eye-fight, which has been late-
Iy fo defedtive as to pblige the youths to wear. fpedtacles,
would, perhaps, be more proper meafures of their un-
derftandings.

1 have endeavoured to anfwer the preceding arguments,
in the fenfe in which, 1 know, they are taken by the vul-
gar, in the Welt Indies; and in which, T fulpeft, they.
arc underftood by perfons who rank themfelves far above
the vulgar, not in !.E?‘W:ﬂ Indies only, but even in this
country. Thofe reafoners infer natural inferiority from
the peculiar colour and features of the Africans, smmed-

ately, or without interpofing any con ntﬁnﬁcjd\:t. Qther

defenders of this fyftem, if I rightly underftand them,
ftate the argument thus. - * The external peculiarities of
the negroes are fo many fpecific differences. - The
ne then, arc a fpecies of .men different from,
and  therefore, inferior - to the whites.” But, by whae
Ingic can inferiority be deduced from difference of fpecics,
I'uppnﬁn% it proved, any more than from [the precended
[pecific differences{ And, is it more apreeable to phi-
lofophy. and to comman fenfe to fay, He is of a diffirent,
and, therefore, an imfirier (petics of men, than to affirm,
That he has-a Mack s, and is, therefore, fuferier F—
Some men n::{;fn e it their intereft to cherifh fuch
W‘E:r errorsy but it is the blafinels of philofophy to cx-
plode them ; cfpecially when, as in the prefent inflance,
they are evidently repugnant to the happinels of man-
kind.

Let it be chferved, That, although the knowledge I
have of the negroes forbids me to fubferibe to the crude

% Dollar 5, 5 5=k ER
: theories
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thearics which have been fabricated in the clofots of phis
lafophers, te prove that there are different fpecies of men 3
or to pay any regand to the very unghilofophical accounts
of ignorant, partial tavellers, on which fuch theorics
are penerally founded ; yet that 1 am far from arraign-
ing tEhe conclufiens which may have been drawn by and-
tomifls from. internal peculiarities in the bodies of Afri-
cans.—But the moves animalin, are jultly regarded, as
more certiin criterin of the mental powers, foto [peak,
of animals, than any conclufion that can be drawn either
from the external or internal peculiarities of their bodics.
If, by long obfervation; and a habit of comparing the
affions and reafonings of the negross, for example, with
thafe of the whites, 8 man be fatished that the anc s as
rational and inteligent, ceferin paribus as the other, it
cannot be ex thit any contrary opinions of ana-
tomifts fhould [hake his conviltion, To the leamed, 1
fubmit, whether fuch a conviction anght fs be fo (haken ¢
And whether, if the Haupnhulwms were realized, we mufk
not account them rational beings, notwithitanding they
had the bodies of horfes?

But, befides the conviltion farced on my mind, by
arguments from analogy and by the general behaviour of
the ne s it may be proper to mention foms particu-
lar fatls which have had their weight with me, and ma
bhave their wright with athers, in proving the nu'tur.s
equality of the Africans to the Europedns. Many fimi-
lar Fadls; I muft have witneffed, which have flipped from
my memary; though the convichion they worked remsing ;
jult as a man may forget the demonitration of a mathe-
matica) propafition, but may retain and be convinced of
the truth of the conclufion.

It cannot be denied that the negroes, when putfo 3
trade which happens to coincide with the bent of theif
enius, become as good; and, fometimes, better artificers,
:El:;m white men. 1 have feen o white carpenter drudging
‘with the faw, jacking-plane, &c. and who could not lay
off his ‘work properly, while a black one was emplayed in
making pannel-doors, falh-windows, &c. 1 have known
the carpenter's work of a good houfe of two ftories, with
a pavillion-roof; king-pofts, &c, planned and wndu&f.
4 e S T
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by a black earpenter—On the doors of fome of the me
huts, T have obferved wooden locks, at onee fimple E:g
well contrived, and which it was imipoffible to 'open,
without the wooden key, which had two or three fyuare,
polithed promincncies, adapted to the internal parts of
the lock, which 1 have feen, Mut ‘it cannot be ex-
Etin:d without a model.—In the learned Dr. Burney's
ifftory of Mufie, these are fgures of feveral ancicnt
mufical infiruments, by & comparifon with which, the
banjay or coromantin drum would lofe nothing.  This
laft is a moft ear-piercing inftrument; bue, beifg pro-
hibited, is but feldom ufed, by the negroes, in Barbadocs.
The blick muficians, however, have fubftitured, in its
place, a comman earthen jar, on beating the aperture of
which, with the cxtended palins’ of thelr h;nJ: it emits
a hollow frund; refembling the more animating note of
the drum.—As filver-fimiths and watch-makers, the ne-
groes thew no wiint of genius. 1 have employed a hlack
watch-maker who was inffrufted in the art, by a mofk
ingenious mechanic and natural philolopher, in Bridpe-
town, - That worthy perfon (now deceafed) was bred 2
mathematical inflrument maker, in London; and I knew
him' to be a perfon of too firi€t probity ‘to have put
people’s watches into improper’ hands.—Bue, without
enumerating fuch inflances, T might, at once, hayve ap-
pealed, for o proof of Afriean ingenuity, to the fabric
and colours of the Guinea cloths, which maft people
mult have fen.—By the word mechaiic is generally
meant a perfon who makes but litde ufe of his rational
faculty ; but it muft be remembered that mechanical com=
frivanee is ome of the highelt' departments of reafon.
Nor can this be otherwile 3 lince, the cience of mechanics
depends entirely on mathematics, and hath exercifed the
genius of an Archimedes, of a- (Galileo, of an Emerion,
of a M*“Laurin, and, above all, of that great ernament of
thiz illand, and of the human Ipécies, the immortal Newfar,

The fondnels of the n for mufic, and the profi-
clency they fometimes make in it, with little or no in-
om, is too well known to need fupport, from parti-

cular inftances. This their tafte for melody and harmony,
if it does not demonftrare their mtium!i:.f, qugh:. at leait,
to be admitted as an argument in proving their .E‘rrmr:j}l_’fﬂr;

=The
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—The fimé may be faid of their patriotiim, a principles
which gtﬁ in their bofoms, with an ardour which dﬂ;‘
them homour. That man muft be callous, indeed, who
can remain an indifierent | fpediator of & meeting of two
poor Africans, who may bave been dragged the
fume diftrict of their dear native land. Onifuch occafions,
afrer all parties: had got Gitly on their centers, I have
affefted to inguire into the caufe of their emotion, and-
have generally beenanfiwered by another queltion expref-
five of extreme aftonithment, that 1 fhould: be ignerant
of itz &Kail we no cowntirrmer, Malla P'® g of
Voltaire's marks of the fuperiority of the Iroquois and
Algonquins over thofe whom he a to call: European:
favages, is, That the former have a country, and that they
lave and revere that :uuur?,. which he, too feverely, per-
haps, infinuates the latter do not.+  If this be a ju{t eri=
terion, then are the Afficans inferior to no nation upon:
earth.

T have hieard the negro chaplain of a black corps preach
to. a lurge avdience of whites and blacks. “Though:his
dialedt was, by mo means, good; yer the weight af his

AFgumEDts, the pative, untaught energy of his delivery
were fich as to command attention, and to reprefs ridi-
cule. He had a colleague who gave out o hymn (1 think
from Watts) and pr:{}':d extempore.  His dialedt was

even worfc than that of the preacher; but-his prayer was
firch as would have rendered  laughter criminal, elpecially
when he implored the Almighty Father of Mercies, with
tears, to behald; with an eye of pity, the deplorable ipno-
rance and debafement of his countrymen—=~A black:
teacher, who is employed by feveral white families in
Bridge-town, writes a variety of hands very clegantly.
1.do not E;r. that this implics any. great frenpth of reafon ;
but it 11:‘[:11:5 a tafte for the heauty arifing from the combi-
nation of Bowing lines and accurite proportions, @ fculty
very nearly allied to reafon.  Yet more: m teaches Englig
and agithmetie ; and, I believe, affiits a certain able geo-
metrician and worthy man in inftraéting  the: pretended
fuperior race, in- mathematics. Above all, be has the

% Sprange | Are oot we presiryme, S F
4 Phil. £'Hift.
reputation
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tation of being 2n honcft man, and 2 humble,” fincere
Chriftiin. ; | -

To thefe inftances of Afrivan capacity, /T fhall zdd s
remarkable ones. . ¢ Wanted to purchale’ twa NEJro car
£, penters, one of which mulk be abie to carrp on deafinee 1 by
© bemfelf dec.  Basbadoes. Gazette, March 1ft, 1786.:
—+Tobefold two valusble negro carpenters, dne afrikich
€ i5 n compleat woheeliaoripht, WIND-MILL ard henile car-
¢ sentery’ &, Barbadoes Mercury, O&, 21, 1786,

ould not an European carpenter who- coald, with any
propriety, be [aid to be cempleat in thef three: branches,
beaccounted, rather an ingenious man 1

CIf nine negro fhip-carpenters, now.in his Majelty's
yard at Antipua, three can read very well, four read 'in
the bible, and two in the fpelling-book,

T lately fawr a fection of the firata of & mine in Scot-
land, which weds Jaid down. by the proprigtor's black fer-
vant, who is very ingenious, in other refpeits, and intirely*
felf-taught. Among other arts, he excells ‘in HUFNETY,
He plays on a very neat pair of bag-pipes which he him-
felf. made, . They are tipt; at the ends, with comman
bone.

Doftor Barton tells me, that he was informed by a
teman on whefe veracity ke could depend, that the
E:fl_pllyﬁcim now in N, Orleans, iz a Guinea negro,
wiho gives a rational account of his pratice, according to
the reigning theories.  dnthony Benezet, aathor of an ae-
count af Guinea, devoted much of his time and his whaols
fortune to the eftablithmient of 1 negro-fchool in Philads}-
phia. That worthy perfon dcclamﬁ, in Dodtor Bartn's
hearing, thae, were he to make a comparifon between -
the genius. of the Europeans, and the Africans, it would
be mther in favour of the latter,

To the Latin Ode of Francis Williams,® ¢ Desique
¢ yenturum, fatis volventibus, annum,” &c. the beautiful |

. P‘E"'iﬁl'i in the 2d volume of the Hilbory ef Jamabes, esm ot
i 7
poctical
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poetical pieces of Phillis Wheatly,® and the leteers of Tg-
natius Sancho, we appeal ‘for fpeciméns of African fitera=
ture. —Have their calumniators obliged the hterary warld

with any fuch fpeeimens t

But, for a decifive proof not enly that the negrocs ave,
but that, notwithftanding the late pretences fo the con-
trary, they are feld and) reputed to be rational, moral
agents, Tappeal to every back code which, under the ficred
name of Laws, wos ever compiled; by the Europeans, on
the ther fde 'oF the Atlantic. Lawi—peaed fotwry diftated
by the fpirit of 2 Dracey if indeed; ‘Tyranny, were fhe to
appear upoh the earth, would: not claim’ them a8 her awn
—laws; i which harfh reftraints are impofed ony and
cruel punifhments. threaten, helplefi flaves—laws which
have reduced opprefiion to the grave amuli.lg of fyftem,

chave beem e to govern the negrocs. Lt laws tre

enafted to govern rational, morly -accountable beings
gudp. It follows, thercfore, either that the NERToes @rey
ot that the legiflatars: tere nafy rational, moral beinjis—
or olfz; that thefs black codes are founded in the mofk
confummate injuftice.

But this argument: may be carried a flep farther: On
the fuppofition that the negroes are not moral agents, co-
ordinate with the whir.c-s,% afked with what fuffice; and
1 mighs have afked with what fent, the pretended fuperior
race infict on o them mrmfa’ary punifhments, and; fome=
times, doom them to expire; by harrible tortures f——F
Thofe who diret the labours of catte ftimulate them to
exettion by flripes.  Dogs, being mare figacious, are
punifhed, by the huntfman and the {hepherd, with mare
feverity, and with fome  litde view to improvement.

. Every needlefs firihe, however, evenon dops or horfes of

affes, is accounted 2 mark of the infliftor's barbarous dif-

ion.  But mo perfon thinks of inflifking exemplory
punifhments on brates. Boys, convifted of crimes, ars
treated -more: moderately than grown perions.  Extreme

.and unaveidable ignerance always weighs, or ought to

® Far [xme sccount af this padi extragrdinzry. Afvican girly and fema
elegamt fpecimens of her pastry; fee the Rev. Mr. Claskfon's excellent Ef-
fy of the Slevery and Comamcice of the Humaa Species, 2443t pe 134

weigly
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sweigh, more or lef; in fvour of an offender, exc pt in
cafes of murder, or other very Aagrant crimes. Ewven
among the Hottentots; © Fhe murderer has his brams
€ beat oty and is buried with the murdered perfon, if be
% be a maw g f#ﬂﬁ?l bue 3 fimple, fpmerant bedy ma
& pay a ranfo.'® punilhments are, or, in gr.nm.r,
aught to be, proportioned to the moral improvement of
the offender,  But exemplary punithments are infliSed on
the negroes, mere fevwre punifhments than the whites,
for the fame crimes, are doomed to fuffer; therefore, if
their refpeclive punithments be proportioned to their mene
el faculties, the negroes (for whole fnfrustion the lawrs,
by which they arc judged, make no effetual provifion )
are moral agents of an order figerier to the whites—if st
they are treated with a criminal degree of injuftice and
eruglty.  Our adverfuries are welcome to take sither fide
of the alternative. OFf all the figures in logic, none is fo
formidable to fophiltry as the dilemma,

Agnin, it has been denied that the negroes are capable
of carrying on achain of reafoning; but it cannot be do-
nied, that, even in Africs, they attain o the knowledge
of the leading principles of morality, and even of that moft
fublime and exalted of all truths, the exiftence of the live
ing and true (God, the Creator and Preferver of all thin -
which, according to Hume, * is a flamp, fet by the di
£ vine workman, on fuman rature.'t Now, if the ne-
groes arrived at this truth, in the ordinary way, then we
muft conclude their facultics to be equal to our's ; but if,
as their enemies infinuate, they be incapable of forming a
chain of reafoning, they muft have perceived that and
other. great truths, fetartively, IF fo, not their equality
only, but their fuperiority to white man will be demonftrat-
ed.  Of this faculty of arfiving at demonitrable truths,
ﬁﬂ' faltumy and of ¢ grafping a Gyitem b intuition,” we

ave no more idea than a man bam b]ind?h:s of colours.

We humbltr-.- afcribe it to fuperior orders of beings, and, in

a tranfcendent and infinite depree, to the Deity. ‘This
-is nobly exprefled by the great Dr, Barrow, in a plous
¥ Opifby's Africs, po g4

1 Watural Hiftery of Religion, :
addrefs
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aidrefs to the Deity, prefixed to his Apollonivs. T
¢ autem, Domine, quantus cs geometra f—Ta uney hee
4 gmnia, flaiti habes, alffue catena qurn=
S tigrum, abfue tedis demonfragionum.”  See allo the
Jebalium generale of the Principia, and the cenclufien of
M¢Laurin's accapnt of the Newtonian Philofophy.

Upon the whale, Sir, if Thave failed in proving that
the rational faculties of the Africans are equal, in eve
refpest, to thalz of the Europeans, T muft confefs myfelf
ignorant of thole diftinguilhing marks, an which the lat-
ter found their claim of fuperiority.®

But, although it could be praved that the underftand-
ings of the Adricans are weaker than thofe of the Euro-
peans, it will, by no means, follow that the latter have a
Hirht to enflave them ; fince, on this principle, no fuch
thine as natienal liberty could ever have exifted in the
world. And it may be afked what would become of the
libertics of the lawer orders even of Britons, were their
title to thofe Jiberties to depend on powers of reafon or of
imagination, which bore but a fmall propertion to thole of
the great men whe have done honour to this ifland and
to mankind \

Let the Europeans be fuperior in reafin.  Ought th
not alfe to be fuperior in paint of fufier and merep F A
are they fuperior in juftice, and mercy *—Let the Alri-
cans t

But, fetting afide reafon altogether, the pafions of the
negroes prove that they were not- created to be flaves 5
any more than the fierce lion was created to © abide by 2
¢ mafter’s criby or to hamow the vallies after himy't
which appears to have been the deftination of the horfe
and the ox:  Thofe who complain of the paflionate vix-
diftive tempers of the Africans cannot furely be awars
that they are demonftrating the utter repugnancy of Navery

# & Upon the whole, fapa Baffan, ¢ every cincumianee copesry in
+ proving thar mankind are net sompefed of (pecies ofimtislly different
1 frem ewth-othes j that, on tha contrary, there was erlgloadly buteer
i 'l}fdm' Emﬂlit'*l-ﬁj:g. v, £ ps 206,
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to their nature,  That a creature hould have ‘bédn farmed
for o ftate which he =8bery, 18 &n cxception to the peneral
eeconomy of the univerfe. ' That beings created for fla-
very, Thould: be endowed with fhibbom, rebellious, un-
ennquerthle paffions which fpurn the ynln:t.. and often
prove fatal both'te themfelves and to their lords, Is'a pa-
radox which we leave thole of their lords who believe it
fo oaplainy by the newly broached thearies of favery.
The thecries of feepticifin, which huve helped them out,
on other occafions, will afiit them on this.—It would be
firange indeed, iF there were ‘not a clofe analogy, & cer-
tain lympathetic affinity, between the paradoxes of la-
wery and thofe of infidelity !

T'am not'fo confident of the (trength of my reafonings
or this, or any other part of my (uhjett, as to fuppole
that they will put’ fophiftry to filence;  The changes' will
no dobbt be repeated on @ fet'of battered and exploded
arguments which, taken tegether, form fuch a group of
l'u-%wrdiq-, s has been feldom prefented te the public—
& Evils, it has been faid, are permitted by Providence, It
is wain for min to attempt to ftop their progres, Mo re-
formation' ought to be aimed at. ° © Whatever is, s right.”
—The Africans lad got into a vile habit of cutting each
other's throats.  We pitied the poor ereatures, and at-
tempted 'to relieve them., For this purpofe, we encou-
rigred humane cheiftians to' drag, from their miferable
mative land, 2 fet of ugly, black, Rat-nofed, thick-lipped,
woally-headed, ignorant; favage heathens.——We neny
that we hiave fhut out ﬂ\'tl?'h ray aof light from their
thinds ; that we have caufed them to ferve with rigour;
that our foourpes have lacerated their bodiesy thae the
iron of our chains' hath  debafied their very fouls. Dhare
Any man affirm that'ever we oppreffed them !—Yet una
der every means of improvement and, zlthough they en-
joy all the advantages of Engliff peafants, they ftill conti-
M :nnt{mptih]'}' ftupid and iE:l-:l\mnl'.. and incorrizibl
thievith and obftinate #—They have, ar times, even da
to queftion our right to enflave them, the jfacred right of
the frangefl.—Erpa they afe inferior to us, in their men-
til Fi.cuﬁi.ﬂ. They are little, i at all, fuperior to the
Clranp Ontangr, and were eeeated to be our flaves.—Erge
the valt continent of Africa was peopled with ope hu“d-rn:g
& a
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and fifty millions of the aécurfed a{i}rfn,r &f Ham, to fetve
aga nurferyof flaves, for a few little ifla st the difs
tance of {ome thoufands of miles:! that, by means of
their: toily the fn‘mum:'l--l:od'lurigt-nf Japhety (who from
peliey were one day to extirpate! otiginal inhabitants ef

thole iflands) miEht have—rum for their punch, and fi-
et B D : :

Coxr. Hence ©ng is not onl mn:p.uﬁ.hle
< wwith feurmd palicy, msm ;i
Q. E.A: ;

g for: their ez,
Fufier and bamarity,! M —

Such; i their primitive nakednefs, are the atguments
drged ' in -fupport of megro flavery.  Trafting, as I doy
that they have no mummer of weight with you—and Gc_in
Forern arguments for flavery thould have weight with
any member of the Britilh Legiflamre 110

I have the honour to be, .'.'n:_.

P a0 80 S QLR Y Pl

I would fooner, Sir,

£ —— umdertake to prove, by forde

& OF argument, &aman's me borfe,"+ Fr S
than to anfwer, :El the objeflions that haye been wrged
againft thebona fide barmlef dodttine That the Africansr s
muers - We dhall, . however, endeavour to apply the Steft
¢ of truth," to fome of thefe very pertinent and very pros
found cbjedtions ' o

The nogros, it'is objefted, have a'fetid!fmell, | Tad<
mit that fome neproes have a fetid fmell, and fo has ev
man, more or lefs, who toils and (weats mFl::hq. ina fula
try climate, and neglels bathing, Many of the negroes,
however, have no ‘peculiar fmell that lmﬁmdﬁgﬂﬂ.

& & dpal far M Bla by the author of letism to & '
i} mkrF.E ?ﬂ::u:ﬁuﬁuﬁ% :unj:d .'Jl'lbnﬁphu.r.ft-nub in m&

Navery. Mentefgolen has treated thiat fubje® i 45 sdalipeble fralh
wf fevese, bt defeeved, fmsay § but e ls EmpafEble ta prefy ok this vile
fervice & writer of whole deteftation of Quresy -I;hﬂ-ﬁ( UE ERpAENTE
&z ulcs; wikl be a lafting meanment,

T Hydibras. i
F Bury
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=Buty granting it to be dniverl, what eonneftion has
o fetid fmel] with the intelleft i If there be philalophers;
however, who can fcent out men of parts, h.f power af
nole, we felicitite cur countey on| the acquifition. « Such
intelledhal fermeis may have their uics,

But the negroes have fat (nofes.—Haw this becama a
national feature among the Africans, I cannot account, any
mate than 1 cinaceount for the high' check bones of the
Scotch.  Butit isremarkable that'it is yiclding to civiliza-
tion. The nofes of native domeltics are lefe Hat than thofe
of native field-negroes and the nofes of thefz lafk than thofz
of the Afrcans, *—"We decline I:lﬂhg amy Ehiwdranr ;u.'su.
ments on this fubject ; but: we own we are mightily in-
elined to oxpole the abfiurdity of; an: argument imported,
from the nafal promaontory, not by, Slavekemberyius, but by
a certain French' apafapiff for: flavery; | who: has- found:
means to infinuate himfelf into the pood Emr_ng, even of
Englithmen, toithe greatdampir of the' liberties of this
Innﬁ. He infifts, that as * the creatures are all over black
& and have flat mafer, they ought mef do be pitied '+ Admi-

rahble rcii'u‘ltll.nﬁj Juit a8 if ¥man Moulday; 1A poor, old

woman is full of wrinkles and, therefore, ought to be
burnt as a witch; if, indeed, the guilt of, Eacsichivg be
not oftencr chargeable on e charms of young than of old
Women. :

But a negro ccannot laya table even or fquare in a
room, - Henes an obliquity of intelle®.—The firects of
towns in this kingdam, andieven of this metrogalis,
are crooked, IF our anceflors, who laid out thofe frects,
were to be half as much ealumniated a5 the negroes have
been, it would! probably be ‘affested, that they eould not
draw: a Braighe line; between: two given points; in the
ﬁm Ii-n.-ﬂ-ﬂl

Linnmus: and: Buffon allertad. that there was no affi=
nity between the Orang Outang and the human fpecies,
But we are happy in announcing to certain philofophers,
that all cheir dpubts, refpe@ing this matter, are likely to

'?ﬂ ?rl, s.;. I!-‘u.h‘u Em’m’é s e s
et Montefuious Aedyy Leveryy commanly ca pirit
ﬂtl'lp b XV ch i h
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be foon clearnd There is a purpofe of marriage bas:
tween' a° Treghdyte gentleman and a C'.tﬁ'ﬂrﬁnutﬁ[iui_
If a match can hrbrwﬁ::m between two perfons of
rank, the vulgar will imitate their betters, in this,
a6 in ather, no@ble improvements. Certain g‘_nlt’ip?na'
wha think themiclves amply qualified to negociate fich
an affilr, have, for fome nme, eduloully Tabeiired to'ef~
fect it. Nor is this to be wondered at3 for, as nothin

improves animals fo much a5 crofling the bread, the W

Indian market may, thus, come to be fupplied with choice
antbrapomerpbite mules—animals likely to be more dur-
able and Better adapted for herding with and fuftaining
the dnddgery of, Brute beafts, than the African dhiibre
pophari, who have fomething in them which fob mach’
refembles the old leaven of Kuman natiure, ever to be pro-
fitable, as labouring cattle, “The philofaphets too, who'
have leng Rarched for the aborigines of mankind among
apes and drills, and fatyrs and menkeys and baboaris,
will become more intimately acquainted with their fpea
cies; and the Troglodyte ideas’ and lan will become
their own. In'ihort, fo many good effedls may be cx-

peded to refule from this match that we wait with im-
patience, for its confummation, which, we prefume, hae
been pofiponed, Gl the youth fhall have finithed his
ftudies, and taken his degrees at the Univedity.§—We
are told that Jockoo's ;
parts and ready wit
¢ Prove him for various learning'fit;"$

* v Ludlerous (read Fawersr ar Beckin] 2y the oplaioa mey feem, Tda
# mot think ‘that an Daternp ad wiiild Be any difgrece o a
4 Hetepmter frmale' Hif. of Jumaicay vol. ge P It ki meitifying to
fee un author, of [ mech geners] mesie, mified 1y trawellees, whaie anly
uiem feemn 80 have bren, oo fll the wosld with monfters, of chelr awn
ereating.  Limnaas and Belfon theaghe yery differsntly. ¢ Inter Simbaa
*'(fays the former frem Apallodorus”)  fneer fimian wirfesicm cpariak
¢ el fwiam.’ Spf. Mat. edite 03.—* Whatorer refemblases takey pace,
¢ ghesefaar, betworn the Huttstiw and the l'r'ln the imrewal which
£ frparaten them i imsmesfe”  Smeliie's Buff, vols Ba: po Gyo=——=Dofor
Sparrman, & refpefistle pupil of Linnzus, tells e he thinks ic hls
* duty ta fhew bow mech the world has been milled, and the Hottentot
* mition kcen mifrepeelented.’ He afSrmathar all the argass of the
Hozentary, of bath fenes, sre the ime with thole 'of | other. people g
that their pesfons are fender, their coloyr zn umbe-yallow; thelr hair
frigsied mnd that ® chelr reet exfimddr indicates Realth asd caneeat,’
¥apage ta the Cage of Good Hopey v 1.y 1ty

T Hiftery of Jamalca, Vel. 3. Fi'F $760 1 Gay.

2
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i that, when he fhall emerge intothe philofophical world
his name will; no doubt, be dnum]:d witllj:u Al
tombinations, of the Roman capitals and his fnsoledze-
box brim full of entities and quiddities, and the late ad-
mirable difcoveries about the materrality and mechani/in
g.h.urmu and befinl ftulr.  OF the new thearies of ¢
i(férent fhecies: of wmeny. and the wear affinity of the black
fecier ta ather mendier, he is fo perfect a mafter, that, for
aught we know, he n:l:af have already compafed fome
:faiumﬁ: lefhires, on, that fubje, in the Trogledyte
language, and which, it is probable, he will publicly de-
liver, when an audience can be colledted, who fuffclently
underfiand that . © fifine dialed. %" To hear the honours
of the race wvindicated, by a leamed and eloquent indi-
vidual, will be a gratification of which no being can form
an idea, who is' unacquainted with the refined pleafure
refulting from the cftablilhment of a favourite wifimhre-
Py antimefaic, or antichviffian hypothefis. -,

IF 2 eertain philofopher formed his £ pereepefons,” alias
dsubtfl dewhisy into * fundler,” why may not we pack up
the refife of our objeftons, in Bme way, and thus
difpateh them in the ljump-?

“The calves of the legs of negroes are highs their faces
concave; ‘their noflrils tumidy their lips thick; theic
eyes round 5 their chins prominent, &c. &c, fec,.—All

world knows, Sir, that hopelt Fabw Bull has cheeks
like a trumpeter ; that his Siffer Per, poor girl! though
Ry, 25 fhe fhould: be, both by her brother and-

® % Linededs; uhon the sutharity of feme weyape-writen affirss that
L ghey coNYERIE ToRETHER iv 2 bisd of Eiliie ey’ Hid of Jam.
el ms f. 380 Tb I noe qulee prol hl'rle thar, sffer Linneus had

tﬂll‘!ﬂ delivered klg epinioa on thix Tubgedt [whi:ﬁ car author fu,
ut we ¢ emmitted] he fhasld Infizuste thas ﬂr“;, Outangs ar-

teulate any thing like human fpeeche | The words of
Hrgy M it B that"Se, when fulely taflaed, ng b4, o 1T
h.‘J'III':ﬂI’I‘.‘juH ina m-ud':l ey be Tid o do; or |; X m{{:} :n:! be
ald to dpeske by paddfiap, Bfv.—On whit aothority are we ta reit the
thocking pragiice wich whick the negroes in the heas of prejudice (faz
everymun has bl prefudicen) asey feveral tlmesy charged ) and & parth-
cular inftance ef which in frid to have hlpFunl ia E&glind, 0 few cen=
ml’;:ﬁ:.l'- f:li&h'i-ul. 1.rp. ylii Thale ﬂnﬁ? ¢'|!;:|:1:;;¢J.w:-:1,. im meny
e o ¥iluabley efpecilly an they fand, um reed by say sue
thaogity, o dadaw ﬂl’lhﬂmirt[. : :
by

A% great man
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by Mrr, Bull, ill has a thin vifige and high cheek
benes; that Lewrs Haloop has a pair of long lanthorn
jaws; thar-Lord Strxtt has a fallow hide;-and that the whole
outwird man of Me Frog is clumly and uncouth,  Let
the philelophers account for thofe firking differences, in
the features and fipure of fuch weer meipbdswrs and rela-
tions 5 and let them decide which of thofe perfonages is
intitled to precedence, in point of intelled, hefore they
fet out on their travels, in quelt of different fpecies of
men, which are already more-than: half formed, in l.l}q:'
own plaltic imaginations. r = A

We cannoe difmifs this part of our fubjett without
animadverting on a E.u’lﬁgc of the French afelyri? befors
mentioned, in which he not only doubts of the human
nature of the Africans; but, what is werfe, moft wan-
tonly fneers at the Chriftianity of the Europsans s as if
all the wosld had not experiemeed how confcientioully
they pratice their divine religion, and how grateful they
are to the anthor of ity for that and all'its concomitant
Bleffings. © It is impofible, fays he, ¢ for us to fppole
€ that thefe creatures are men; for the allowing them
€ to be men, will lead to a fufpicion that we are not
¢ Chriftians."® TF this be not irony, it js fomething yeryp
like it But furely he does not mean it to be generally
applied. Probably he alludes only to his own country-
men. Be that asic may, we geaersus Beitses have the com-
fort to be conftious that no fuch illiberal fufpicion is appli=
cable to aur conntrymen.—Hiltarians yet unborn in deli-.
neating the charadters of certain nations, will be ata laf@
which moft to cclebrate, their enlightensd zeal for their
holy religion, or their entire conformity to'her beneva-
lent!precepts, in their dealings with the fimple, uncornipted

art of mankind ; but particululy with the Africans.
anguzpe will fink under the pios Ty of aftions whichh
tptally ecliple all Greef and all Remaw FaMEe+

® Sep Montefqoie’s Apfery for Slavesy, b v choowithe itle of
which Fa * OF the Siavery of the Negrees.” .

4 1 hawey fomewbere; 1 thinks Ia Huome's EIE;[I. feen ehe modorm
Eresth compared to the- Athealans; and the Beirifh to the Remans.:
The former- It 13 well known wers mild; asd the latter were elgosoug

matler of Maver, _ : g
s F3 LETTER
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SIR,

UF the Afrfean Elave Trade, firiftly and properly f
called, I cannot undertake to fiy much that I
have not leamnt from: others. The litthe I can fiy,
however, is of the very Iaft importance to this nation; for
it tends to prove that that trade is carried on, at'the ex-
of tha lives, not of the flaves only, but of numbers
of that moft valuable clafs of men, Britith filors. It
is the prattice of the mafters of Guinea men, Sir, after
their bufinefs s finifhed, and they are about to i, o
fml.lgth their fick Gilors athore, and to leave the poor
creatures, penerally In a moft deplorable condition, cma-
ciated and covered with ulcers, o in the itreets. Tny
Barbadocs, they are generally fent to the alms-houfe in
Bridge-town ; but the sccommodations it affords are,
by no means, fuch asto preclode the neceffity of bepging.
ile they are able to walk abodt, the holpitable inhi-
bitants very readily adminifter to their wants, and the
mhedical Fentlemen drefs their uleers, and give them EVELY
Bumane afiflance within their department, One
would think the lo of feamen in the flave trade would,
g‘ el be a fufcient motive for abalithing that trade,
or' my part, Sir, 1 have ever confidered the great and
Har hardfhips our brave tars aundergo on the coaft of
inea and in the middle paffage, as having a tendency

to deftray the very fingws of the ftare,

Having ro data to proceed wpon, I can form no
eftimate of thé numbers who perith by this and the
other hardfhips and cruelties which feamen éndure, in
& traffic which is at once the reproach and the bane of
Britith commerce, My want of information, on this
head, Is the lels to be regretted, as the learned, humana
e active suthor of the Effay on the Slavery and Com-

merce
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'merce -of the human fpecies ® hos been, for uy ‘ofa
year, employed, at the different ports, in colle€ting au-
thentic vouchers of the da% o fames and the other roin-
ous confequences of the African trade,  When his worl,
the refilt of a very laborious but well condufted and fuc-
cefiful inquiry, appears, the public will fce the imipalicy
ns they have feen the iubusseeity) of: that trade’ demon-
rated in 3 manner not only fatisfactory, but decifoe+

The friends of humanity rightly conclude thae the aboli-
tionofthe African trade wnulﬁ infure 2 milder treatmient ta
the laves already in our iflands. | The'platiter; abliged
promote the natural increafe of his negress, (oomn
abandon his parfimonious or opprefive [yltemy. or, ifhe
did not; his ruin would becartain. § - Tnus the property
would fall inte more humane hands; and, in 2 few years,
the fitem of flavery would be much reformed. Tt is
incumbent on thofe who infilt on the neceflity of the
African trade; to fhew why - our ofd fully Bl illands
fill. continue  their demands for now negroes 3 why the
many hundreds of thoufands who have been'i into
thofe illands, fince the commencement of that trade; never

have fatishicd thole demanils; and th'dw ne far
eir

from multiplying Jike other men, neverhave kept up
numbers, l;'ll. is well - known that they are & prolific race,

% Tranfated from 2 Latin dTerention far which the authar, the Rers
Mr. Cliskfon,, wan honssred with the B} prize, la tha Unlverfity of
Cambeidge, For the yeir1yde,

4+ Sipec the alove was written the 4 Efiy ob the Jepeliy of the
® Slaye Trade' kash been publided. 5

1 * When the principal natisasin Eusope, Afia asd Afelcy wers anited
& under the lows of oo, Govaripgn, che (oares of farsps foppling flawed
© with muoek o) shusdance fand the Poomans were redoced to the milder
€ Jar mory fedizas mrebed propagatiza. 1n thelr pamersss families, and
L Jurl:lcuhrll.rl' In. thelr ceuntry eifabeny Hivy emamrirad 1 ssonlape of their
v T : leatiments -n;_FF:;j:uui, the hahbits bf%uh:iun-.:;ﬁ the -
L rifion of 1 depspdent [ Ty, tomiribuied to .1-I-|t-
® -r'lfimﬂﬂﬁp; nfsﬁ-.ma:. Tie l.l'.]E"I'I:IFEI. aF A TLAVE baiden o
¥ phie? of prester warve§ and-though Biw Baggen el -2l " el
% thy TEMPER AND cIRCUMITANCED of the midrr, the s af
* the larter, infbesd of being reSrained Ly fear, was encobpsged by the
phy fomfe of theip wmew dererefl’ Hillery of the . Decline and’ Fall- of ckig
Boman Empise, Vols L. pape 48, When the elegant hiflasinn  pemned
thin appofite pafige, we canest fuppsle he razant o sllode to enderg
Nuvery. Mefl ]iﬁﬁ“[ e did ot cven think, at the time; that b wis
bedfriending the cazle of humanbty=—Lec the resder keep in mind thae,
ameagall the grest writers of Eorope, of all partics and perfuafionsy there
By but e gplsiew o g iubjr.&.F L
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and that. the Weft Indian elimate is perfely congenial
to African  conflitutions.  Althoughs they Jabour under
every perfond hardfhip; although ne care has ever been
taken to proportion the fexes among: the imported A icans
i:i.rrz:‘:ung the Crealer the fexes are proportionsd, by wille

idence ) ﬂJH‘in:ﬁh marriage -is not known smong
ghem 3, and, above all, although, on attachments for debr,
they are often (old; sndiwidually, at public autcry, and
even boughe up for exportation, which affedts the totl
difftlution of their fimilies;- to the great emolvment; no
doubt of the refpective. purchaltrs of the difcontolate, fe-
parated parents and their orphans; yet, under-all thele
difsdvantages, there is a w:rar great majority of cresle
flaves -now in Barbadoes, and they are univerfully pre-
ferred,, ceteris paribue, to Africans,

All our iflands, =xeept Jamaics, Dominica, and
Anguilla have a greater, and fome of them w vaftly
reaten; preportion. of inhabitants, than Britain and Ire-
ﬁ.ﬂ[!. In truth the reader will not err much.in thinking,
that fome of them, at this hour, have a great many more
people than, cemmunibi amnis, they can properly main-
tain. If Barbadoes hath not mere peoplo than it can
properly maintain, fure I am, it contains a great many
maore people of all colours, than it daes properly maintain,
¢ whites are {till fo numerous as greatly to interfere
writh ‘each other’s means of fubfiftenee, o circumftance
wehich proves that there is much too great a proportion of
#hat colour. This arofe from the introduttion of faves,
Were the ufe of caltle and implements of buyfbandry intro-
duced, the prefent great numbers of ‘ne wauld by
equally fuperfluous and ufelefs. —Incredible 25 it may
feem, Sir, thereis, now, en that contradted fpos, a body of
people far cicedivg the number of Englifh whe had ar-
rived In all North America Em‘l.';imls to the year 1751,
% There are fuppofed (fys Dr. Franklin) fa be now
¢ (A D 1751) upwards of 1,000,000 of Englith fouls
* in North America ; though, it is thought, fearce 80,000
§ have been brought qver fea ® Jamatca alome
gontains wmere thaw thrice Bo,000 Sflaven,  exclufive: of
Whites, Marons, free negroes, &,

® Thoughts oa the peopll=p of countrizy, There
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There are, without deubt, many eftates in Barbidses,
ghat require nio fupplies of African negroes § wnd | could,
almofty venture to affirm. this:of feveraly bue being an-
xious; i P@Eig‘;,ll;;u pr::_»}]udé contradiction; o this jm-
portant poanty Lwill moc rifque even my g, IHERR 0N ANy par-
ticular eftate.—The only ?:rlﬂmm, of uﬁ}- mm:rl:agls in=
creafe: from-the hirths, ‘of which /T can venture to
politively; aecurred in one of the towns,— About the year |
1767, agentleman married & Jady who had a conlidernble
number, of negroes.  They were reprefented ‘to me, a8
having been, then, a vcrr? idle 'debavched ‘for of e
2nd as having been in a fair way to ruin their roo indule
gent miftrefs. . By her hufband’s prudent care, however,
affifted by rogular difcipline, they wereifoon rendered an
excellent gang of ficld-people. “They have ‘been chiefly
employed in tﬁt heling of land at [0 much per acre. But
ﬂ\r}r are ‘not-worked beyond their. En:ngrh y amd, when
holing, a dinner ready drefled, isferved it to them, be-
dides ithe L ordinary allowance. “The children are mofk
carefully attended to§ and, in fhor, they. arc better
teeated, in all refpedts, than by far the greater number

of plantation-flaves.  The conlequence of shis manajge-
ment has been, an increale of abour one third,

By meliorating the condition of the flaves; the aboli.
tion of the African trade would be an cxcellene propara-
tory ftep for the gradual annibilation' of Mavery itfelf in
our ilands.®  ¥es, Sir, T'will not diffemble that T are

denely

* The fenifmeénts snd ‘condoft of the Palith &nd Rflian prasdees,
and of sor Welt Indion plaztens, ‘refpedting vheir vafily and Baver; arm
perfeikly fimitare  The bugbesi of emunclpacion §s no lefs uarraiaaah
eerrific 0o the ope thes ta ehe other, © Tie prearalite™ iy 2 fare rn.gz
Tatelligent taveller) ©of rhe Pulilh el arF maf incitacd fo el e
¥ cfficory 7 auy ropwlatiens fn freter of i pacfarmny, WREM THEY 164 KE £~
YLY EONNIBEE AN INTITLED TOTHE COMMON EIGITE OF ROMAS
pry. A few pablen, however, of hinevoleqt kearts and enlighe-
4 enad - underfandings, have afted span difFereat principhen and have
¢ ‘wentwred -upon the expediest of giving Hberiyts :hgg "&.1" The
® event han hewn this projoct 'to be'no Tefy fudivioay thas hsmane; no
# delv Friendly. o ther ean fanefls than-to the happlnefy of their pea-
i fangi-—d {'he fiift poble whe prunted ‘froedom to hils pesfants Wil
& Zumeblkly formerly preat Chancellar, *wha, in Taka, en Tifed fig
* wlligei a the Palatinace of Mafavis, © Thief ¥iklagei were, In 1771,
* wifited by the ssthor of the patrlotic letoer From wham § recelved
¥ the follawiog lafermations On lafelling the parli regiftery n[lll;lh-l.

1 rom
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dently wifh for the total annibilation of favery, efpeiall
nf-.ﬂ'r!;:ﬂ'ﬁ Savery.  ¥et notwithftanding the nﬁdﬂ{
teftation with which I have treated and ever mﬁmﬂﬂ
of cruglty. and oppreffion; T am an cnemy, to all fudden
and viclent meafures; an enemy to mmarchy, though a
friend to rational Fherdy, Without referring to the nature
of the pu]iﬁ:il-] relation wiych' the Britilh colonies bear
to- Britairy, [ have the very cit reafons for thinking
that any plan which might be adopted for extending 1i-
berty, (protedlisn may be immediately extended) to the
pegrocs; mulk be gradual in its operation.

In t.'h: firlt place, our colonifts, under the Connivance,
if not the exprefs fanfton, of the Britith legiflature, in
favour of the African trade, have velted @ very great pare

of their prq‘ﬂta in the perfona of faves, he original
fettlers of our illands were the lefs to be blamed for this,

as they never dreamt or fufpedted that their property in
flaves was not as fecure and ought not to be held as invio-

& from 3780 to 1760, that iny derlag the ten yein of Mavery, lmmedi-
€ aely procedipg their endranchifement, he found the numbes of birtha
[ § 181 in the firf® tés FeLTH of ehelr frecdan fom 1.-61:. o 1770, ‘:'ﬂ‘.
] from 1578 ta ke beginsing of 1777y 1535 blzehs==Dhuring the
f fis perled there were ooly g4yp—Cecond perlod Ga—thind pericd 77
& birghy puch yeseo——1In. thelr flate of yeflalage, Tamnoifki wia obliged
& to holld coteages und barns far hiy pt:l':u!lr;-, amd o forndfh them with
4 feedy horfes, wnd rvury iohlommt o apriexliees | Snes their 2t
o rabnmeat of lberty, they mre Become (o cify, |a thiir ¢imtumitaoces,
& g to provide themfelves with all ehefe seeedlaring, at thelr own ex-
¢ pence § and they Hiewifs cheasfully pay an annual rent, 1a lies of
f the mumual labour, which their malier fogmierly exsfied from thems
o Oy thaife means, the repd of this perticolar cftate have ben neasly
4 propied. "= Prince Staaiitaus,; nephw to the king of Palaad, hu wermly

d P.:n:m.!ud the phan of giving liberty to the peafunty ==Caxe’s Travs
wi To Pe 355, ctieg, 4 In ﬂ'éid & peafast may olitain his liberty, 1. by

i manumion 3 8. halie § 1+ by firwieg in pbe s W—ik
i peslury agD, ﬁlhlh r:::nu In huHﬁ weuld hiwe gqndh:?ﬁhu
# the queftion; Whether the peafants ought tobe free?. But the fcience
£ unid 1r.un.iu; which am now dewnlag o thele regloss, have alress
4 dyiniroduced fuch a [xrit of enquiny, m& fimilar fubjeids a5 BOE o
i frequently Sfedcd in publie'<In r766; a price was given a3 Faterl-
burgh for the bedt IJIﬂ'l:rtl.ﬁn-uLEll.nd 164 wers aficred) oa chis quefias 3
4 Jule ol advanlageosy to the [Rafe, thae the peafist .ﬂ:u_m.ll palfcls
" fand; wr only ffeSs § and to what point Bieeld thet proprrty b
¥ gxtesded, for. the good of the publici* The prive-difertation way
L i_f‘r!u'_ptll_ﬁuﬂ.' The suthor of |t # recommends the: legilfatumne
© po posler wpan (hE pealants 8 pradusl tian of prruilegrs, and &y fob
f low the fow, but fore method of J{.WH:J;-L imprvvemeer,. Ses
Coxe’s Travelsy v 3o pe 375 and 378, lable
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lable 2s any other part of their property.®  The prefent
gm.g‘r:liu?ﬂf Welt Indians, whe fpeceeded 1o 1:|'|-Er'p:n-
pertyy and fome of whom, to my cersain knowledae, &
much diflike it, do not appeac to me to be hﬁmﬁz
Jnerely as they are st of flaves.. My coun

mult not be offended, if I diftrbute the blame impartially.
My yery humble opinion is, that all'perfons who ufe cum
or (ugar, in other werds, that the whele Britfh nation,
and ABOVE ALLy e Africen fraders, ought to be confi-
fidered as partfeipes erimints ; and it would be the extreme
of injuitice and cruelty that ore clafs, and'a very wfeful
and valuable clafs of men, fhould abiolutely be raised for
& crime (and a crime it certainly 3s) in the guilt of which
&l are invaolyved. :

In the fecond place T am convinced that liberty would
be a curle 1|1[It|.«§ of & bleffing to beings (0 very rude and
uncultivated as the ﬁniﬂ—n:gru:: noware. 'We muft bere
admit, with fome limitation, the noble and ETOUS
fentiment of Salluft, © Libertas jusxta bonis et mﬁﬁnls, fire~
 muis atque ignavisy optabilis eft.+ The field-negroes
could not bear any great and fudden alteration of thelr
condition,  They, mull be made fenfible of their value
and dignity 85 men and, mult be converted to Chrifianity,
before they can be expefied to 2t properly a8 freemen.
Foalifh profufion and Itw debanchery are the wfual con-
fequences of 2 ¥very poor man hfil‘lg?;ddﬁﬂ_‘.l raifed tojaf-
flucnce.  Tdlenels, drunkennefs; vislence, in a word; every
fpecies of excefs, would be the no lefs probable confe-

uences of 2-numergus body of flaves, at lealt of brotifh
gdd-nug;mcs being (uddenly eonverted into freemen.
(Great, or, at leafty improved and tried fpirits: alone are
capable of bearing fuch fudden tranfitions. Mo man, in
his fenfes, who Tnows any thing of the Welt Indies,
would ever dream of any. meafure of the kind we alluds
to, which did not proceed by gradual fteps. . OF the vaft
besly af aves whom Mofes conduted out nng}pl: only
#we entered, or, probably, were i to enter, into tho

® I pelate the faft ;1 do not attempt Iujﬂ.i.l']' the prizcipla; 3

4 ¥ it oo sobad barm LIBERTY can db b AT mea” [ ] ¥
} A Britith Prery In-his plize, ia the Houfs of

Lepdy, I the year soce L XY XVFIL
promifed
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romifed land. ~Perhaps the prefent generation of adult
Il'l:::, too, mulk be lkit to di:pin their chains, which are
rivetted into and have irretrievably debafed every power
of their foulsi—RBut, on this o wefirate part of m
fubjecty T dare not obtrude any opinions of my own. .I{
bélongs to the humane :n!iEhtL‘n:d and enlarged policy of
the prefent, aulpicious penod, to digeft a plan, wgril:h
may promete the interelts of the owner as well as the
happinefs of the lave, which T contend are; by no means,
incompatible.

But T am perfuaded the friends of humanity have ne-
wer cntertiined a0 idea of fo dangerous a meafure as the
fulden emancipation of the Maves—a meafure which
would meft probably prove ruinous to our fugar ilands,
and wolld be ' littde ﬁ:m: af difbanding legions of igno-
rant; Inwlels beings. to deftroy the property dnd the lives
of a fmall number of fettled inhabitants.

But, although T eannot, without horrar, contemplate

the probable confequences of a fudden emancipation of
the flaves 3 yet I have good reafons for thinking that the
Barbadian Naves, at leafhy would very well bear that im-
provement of their condition, which would refult from the
abalition of the African trade.

Barbadoes s our oldeft; belt effablithed, and belt cul-
tivated Welk Indizn colony.  The majority of the faves
i that ifland are eresfer, who are intercfted, as far as
Srwer ean be interefted, in' the profperity of that their na-
tive Jand ; and are o well reconciled, even to their pre-
fent debafed condition, that nothing like an infarnettiony
has taken place there for many years,  Not that T fup-
pole that they, sny more than other flaves, are deflitute
of a defire for ]ilw:r!g. The haly Aame may be fmothered
up, but can never be extinguithed, in the human breafk,
But T can conceive that cultom, ncceflity, fear and it's
affspring murnal diffruf may produce a fechle kind of
acquicfcence in a condition againft which human nature
revolts,  The very numerous free negroes and mulattoes,
who are generally Tober and induftrious, are well attached
to the whites, on their relation to whom the mulattoes
very much value themfelves.  No ifland in lhtlwdicuf:

n
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Tpdies bas{o great a proportion of whites as Barbadoes 5,
and many white me: are not alhamed to live in fech ha-
bits of fmtimacy with the, female domeftic flaves, that it
is next to impoffible a revolt could be hatched and come,
to any dangerous. crilis, without being difcovered. In
this, a5 in many, other cafes, by the wile appointment of
Providence, order arifes out of confufion,

But, fo far as I can learn, no. prophecies of war and.
bloodfhed have been uttered, by the people of Barbadoes.
I muft do the Barbadians: the jultice o fay, that their
general behaviour thows butlittle of that corporal dread
of the blacks which feems to pervade lome of theallands.
‘The truth, T believe, is, that they are confciods theis
treatment of the nogroes, on the whele, ki deforves to
be refifted than that of the panic-firuck colonics, . The
general confidence between the whites and the blacks
which reigns in Barbadoes, does honour te both., T
have walked and rode, as I formesly faid, at sl hoursiof
the day and mnight,; often aloney always. unarmed, and I,
niever Terupled o, ke fhelter, from a thower, inthe At
negro-hut I came to, ofien inawatch-houle, acx dif=:
tance from any other dwelling ; though, ﬁ:uml:timt!., 1
knew not a negro on the plantation. s Such. humble cote,
I ever did enter, with as little fear, (as I entered my owns
chamber.  Had the reproes been half o favage as has,
heen pretended, [ muft inevitably have fallen a vidhim to
their ferocity, having been many. hundred times, abfo-:
lutely in the power not of creales anly,, but of Jfﬁi-'
eans—a condudt fo irregular, as that many of the town
flaves, before defcnbed, would never be permitted by a.
Sufpicians people.  On Sundays and holidays it i5 com-.
mon to fee many hundreds of negroes and mulattoess dane=
ing and making merry, without the fuperintendence even
of a conftable. If a well dreffed white \man wifh to®
enter the circle, the cry is, * Tand £ by let Maffa come.
* forward |' when they immediately. miake way for him,,
refpectiully bowing or court'fying as he [nﬁr'ps._, often
with a * (3od blefs you Maila,' fometimes, w}u‘fpgf_,.
ing, loud enouph for him to hear it, © Da good Backe?
(That is good white man). Such fcenes, in the envi-
rons of the towns, whene there is not a great mixure of
soor feld-negrogs, would make  firanger beliove there

1%
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it no! fuch' thirg a5 oppreffion in the illanth. " Nay, fich
 exccllent animals are :gm fegroes, that if not too hardly:
treated, they enjoy the danés and the fang on the planta-,
tionk, where T have feen very large companies 'of field-
people moking merry, fometimes at Iate Hours on Sunda)
and” holiday evenings. ' Curiofity, ‘T own, when T fir,
arrived in the ifandy s led me” out 'of my way, to mix'
with fuch nodhirnal mectings, both in tawn and country,
wien, fometimes, Tdid aot know an individual ‘prefent.,
In certain iflands; T fuppafe, fuch meetings snd fuch ad-
ventures would be looked opom,” as very perilous indeed.
¥er, 1 am here, alive, to teftify, that the only mark even!
of difrefpedt, 1 ever cxpericnoed, was, thot, ‘oo my go-
ing up, the mufic, fometimes, has cealed—a modett hint
for an intruder to withdraw.—Fentlemen often ride with

iftals ; ‘but more, perhaps, for omament than ufe ; for,
rim}i-:vr, they'are feldom’ logded.—Cn the other hand,
] 'ty 'mipro-catcoery, Sc. do’ not” often go out, at
pights, umarmed.—Thefe facts, though apparendy i
vial, tend'to evincelthat the negroes, in Barbadoes, are,
by no means, fo’ favapge'as thﬁ'i: in fome other §flamds
have besn reprefented to be. -

Throughout the late war, large hodies of flaves in
Barbadoes: were armed with fwords and fpears. ' The frée
negrocs hall fire-arms, were well eldathed, ar thefir own
expencey and ode a vesy good appearance.  But no in-
ftance occurred of their abufing the confidence repoled in
them. 'On the contrary, the negroes, both flaves and
freemen, exhibited, on all occafions, ‘an. alacrity, which,
thefe 1§ good reafon to” believe, woold have been very
troublefome, ifnot fatal, to \the enemies of what may be
called by n bold figore their conntry.  Indeed, Thave often
beard iv' affirmed, That, though the Freach might rafe
Barbadoes, yet they could not poffibly, feep it; and one’
realon ‘always affigned, was, That the negroes swould car
thifr garviftn te picces) which, T verily believe, would
be the cafe. * The very flaves in Barbadoesare infpired’
with fomething like loyalty, - The fame kind of contempt
of the French, which wftuntes the bofoms of our faldiers
and ‘our feamen, hath'taken poffefion 'of thofe.of the ne-

5. Bentiment, rather than reafon, will ever rule the
ulle of mankind 5 and, of all fentiments; that ui'pzu".iiﬁo-
n
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tifm- is firely the molt’ proper- to- be cherifhed §n the
lower orders of a hation, who never will underfland the!
meaning of it's-polite, modern fibftitute: philanthropy.®
In colasged minds; the latter principle will grow out of
the former;: for philanthrepy @8 ne more- inconfiftent)
with patriotifm than the love of one's nelghibours; is with!
the love of one’s family,  Addifon’s admired charafter of
Sir Ropger dee/ Coverley would be incomplete ‘wwithout ©a
Ell“d ¢ partzali frfuhii:uu?ﬂi? ::1 Lord Chefter-
eld was of opinion, i whicll dvery Eng-
liftiman :mr'_rnpniun of being. able to:beat ten Frenchmen
had ofteri:cnabled him to beat s, t AT

Loyaltyand attachment to this'country pervails every
ehafs f}h;mpue in Barbadoes. 4—When our brave, ably
eondudted and viftorious Reet and army wers ]inii_!;uilhin
with: ficknefs, -at |5t. - Lucia, | the white inhabimnes
Barbadoes fent them liberal fupplies: of ‘live ftock-and of
corn to feed'that frock,  The unanimous veote of the le—
giflature, by which thofe fupplies were raifed,’ was almofl
umneceffury 3 for people of all ranks, feomed:to vie with!
each other, incontributing even more than' their quot.
I was not in town, at that time, to oblerve che conduft
of any confiderable budgf the negroes ;- but when the
news of the  glorious vi yrafithe zath of Aprl ar-
rived, the negroes in Bridgetown were almoft frantie
with joys Seme gentlemen affedted to call this' a mere

®, Thaofe who, with t3 sersin their fellow-creararea {8l everlaln

chains e2nt vy, Prtlﬁ? aboat £ warm ,Pm.:.h,? 4 iand * foula Iu._u.:'
+iin the fatr fand fo .cr-llgnflt'luml' end the glutcon | Benevalesce,
* fadalpiny her fonergd peadfniclis and  ogeisy her the fal, her
% highedty molt defiemer durure.  With - mm"ﬁ:"ﬁu::“,‘ﬂ., thry
drawl and Lifp out * liberadity of fentiment," snd @ fenfbility—desr:
¢ delicate, Mweeky (Gt fing jiliee Fendibifiey | of heast P<Whar ples=
fare can there bein befebbesing the virtser nat with tha milk, saly,
bur with pailfuls of the cream snd whabe firking of the burier of Sumin,
klodnefi fema compott. yer more naufecss eod bypesritical than any by
‘Whitefield's Jourmal l=But ot pooe unlscky wight of an anthar oaly
weature W Gfer in epinlon from thefd men of feeling, asd Braightway|
thay go to work, with the tarbeudh and the bag of feathers |

I ‘There lunothing wonderfid In this. + Barbadoss wm dﬁﬂ”i!feb.'
de L

by Peyalafis ; Méw England by independent repablbesns s Penalyla-

ni h’%h‘ﬂi the eadt of Jreland had Epicosaliini from Eaplend’y snd

the nonth of thar kingdom Prelyterisng frem Scotland § &nd ke -

fent inbabitants of each of thofe fettbemvents Bl pdbkre o the rdllr:-.-
and pebitical ereeds of thelr relpe@ive ancelborr.

effufion

=5
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wffufion 'of d4nimal fpicitss but Tafked: them from’ what!
fouirce: Ay man's; joy, evena philofopher’s joy Aows—
from  his hend: or from his | beart F—=Are: men; thus ar=
tached ln.Hril:.in?;lnd 'I!IE I}El'ﬂf?l':r:ign, to bey for erery
debarred from - raffing Brtily lberty, and. from  enjsying
Britifh protection t T :

The great -hurricane, in' 1780, put the whites: dntfraly
in the power of the blacks:: - The former could not leave
the. ruins.of their houfis; having been employed in fegreh-
ing for and burying their dead, in collefling the feattered
Jfragments of their effe@s, and &n providing for their im-
mediate: fhelter and fubfiftence.  The few troops then
in the ifland; having beed fimilady employed, were in no
condition to aft. . Between 2000 and 3o00:tand of arms
were buried wnder the ruins of the armoury; and thofe in
the forts were sither bured or rendered uitlels.: Yer the
ne remained peaceably (with! their owners'; and
thewed no figns of a fpirit of muting. T well remembery
that the white “inbabitants were under gréater dppretien-
fions from-about 1000 prifdners of war, than from the
whole hnd].r-uf the {laves. This may feom! incredible s
but it is true.

Mothing, thepefore, i5/to be dreaded from the laves in
Barbadoes 5 and [ de very mach ffes? that the fears of
infurpections in the other; illands: are exapgerated; if fog
groundlels ; but I exprefely bar the effedls of imprudence
and'ill ufnge.® T need: fcarcely add, Sir, thit were the
Welt Indian' flaves converted’ to Chriftianity, ‘were ﬂm,

® Political prophets, alwags think themfelves Intesefed o the scosm-
plithment af sheir ﬁnd—iﬂ'rhhr- Asnd itk ealy va feey thatif ownerspbrald
thelr flayes with the favour.of the people of Englind, or with & A1deyr.
i mep of London and Members of Parlament, having taken up the
& cadgely iathelr behall.' (Bee an sbufive parspraph in a Jamaka FRpeTs
swhich . we thall aftcrwards quats) if fush | fey Seald be the iltlpruJ:‘m:
gondudt of gwnery, they may deaw exprefions of foy from the more Im-
ent Baven. | Correlbles, perhaps brursl teatment, will fellow, The
Jealouly of both partiss, @0 thes moeled, way predecn ill effeéls, though
Teasgely dungerous effefls ; for Tt is mext o impedlible, fuch eondutt
Baeld beeome generale=ler it be obfersed thar the ficld-peproen can
neither read nes weite-—Yet they are (heewd encagh to lnow that mu-
tinous cxnde @ weald but tend to rives their ebainn They will dread
that power which could cope ot ogee with France and Spsin acd Hullaad

agd Meres Amprlen
proteded
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rotedled from. arhitmary viclence, and; had the T
ﬁlmﬁngp#m“ of liberty to fight for; they wuﬂ]ﬂ Eﬁ
a phalanx more than fufficient to repel any force which
ccould be fent dgninit our iflands—a phalani incompar.
bly more numerous, hardy. and fi@apeible of difipline than
an il eftablithed, ill armed, undifeciplined, tatteced mlhis
of poor whites 3 and fuch, if we except the town-com-
panies, swhowere well trained and relpedtable; the pri-

“wates of the Barbadoes militia were, during. the immi-
nently dangerous fituation of that impertant iland in the
latz war. ' The men,are not deficient in perfonal coue
fage; butwery many of them have nothing to fight for,
but the precarious poffefion of litthe {pots of bad land,
on which they barely exilt. T may fafely afficm, that
they. could not lofe half, fo much by o defut, a5 2 nume-
tous hody ofwell treated, el Iy proteed and cona
tented negross, WHO WBULD S00NER DIE THAN PART
WITH AUCH A CONDITION. *—The prefentwhite mili-
tia have no pay, and, when ithey meet with aceidents,
far, from seceiving any kind of compenfation, they reeeive
not v much ar vHANKS. This, in fome calies, cannat but
ke, peculintly diftrefiing. (A poor fellowy from 1Britain,

forinftance, in endevooring, :{' his: exertion ‘and |, ex-
o

ample, to ferve his country, in the hour,of danger, or of
ferious and univerfal-alarm, isamaucilated incthe Barbadoes
militia.  If be have no refpedtabe friend to voueh for his
charafler, he mulk retiirn home, with as ill a grace, and
he runs the rifque of being as much defpifed by, Kis old
friends, as if he had loft his limb for a crime, Such,
under thofe  elrcumtances, will moft probably be his re-
ception «in a country-place, where the: very word fudier,
ealbor welt cu:mnoulf imports. all; that | {5 opulant and
?tndiﬂ and. generaus [—Tojany. fuch many it might be
ome canfolation, if, he conld {4l ferve his cousntry; by
pramoting the fecurity.of Her colonies, .o, which, is: the
fame: thing,  the fecurity.and: happiness, of a body: of men,

* A The magiflaates of St Thomas and 52, Crsz have mare than anes
£ deelarcd -# Thar she bapsiwed mrgrees dre s preatir lei? fe rbcir hap their
S fern s Saceintt Wiew of the Miffigns, &c. by the Chureh of the Bres
Yoahres.—1 Ay phe Eurvpeans lofe-vigour by the heat of the ellmute, the
! frec.neproes, gipacially chale an Lhe madntalat, are, ithe fafopmard  of
* ek ifand {Jamalea); and it wan by their means chicfly that a pumber
% oF rebellions’ negro faves were fabdued, In the year 1yhat il

tRalme's Skecchen, Po23. adln; 1988 Se alio Hifk, of Je=
G whom
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whom 2 miftaken policy hath h'tdiuﬂn‘:nnﬁdmd not
barely as aliens, but as outliws—as enemies.

Every Briton, who hath the true and lafting glory of
his Sovereign and his Country at heart, muft ardently wifh
. to fee the {lave trade for ever annihlated.

To adopt this meafure would be to tranfmit to pofterity
the mild and benign reign of GGEorae 111, with a Juftre
uncqualled by that of any Monarch who ever fivayed
the Britifh fceptre.  T'o fave from flavery and from death |
the thoufands of innocent viclims, who are annually drag-
gedy in chaingy from their pative land, and who either
perith on the voyage, or are doomed to an ignominious,
painful and wal bondage; by means lo noble to
effet a nobler purpofe—to wide for the gradual ex-
tenfion of the bleflings of civilization, liberty and reli-
gion to millions yet unborn; to exhibit to admiring na-
tions an exalted “and illuflrious example of elemency,
Juftice, and political wiflom : Thefe are aftions altoge-
ther unpanl[:lacd in the annals of this or any other na-
tion, attions which the world would applaud and revere,
and which future hiftorians would cclebrate as the greatedt
that adorned a prince who was. diftinguithed, among
his eotemporaries, as the' promater of morality and foi-
ence, and the father of his people.

Happily for his country, the genius and.inteprity of
her pupﬁi-;ir, liftrious Tlnd Fﬂ'ufrit: ftatefman, E;'un::rii'c
in his offspring.—It is incredible, Siry it is impoffible that
thofe talents which have improved the fnances of this
country, whichy by treaties and alliances willy formed,
have red her peace and extended her commerce, and
which, on alate moft critical EMErEEnER, foiled and ap-
palled the Heule of Bourbon—it is impoffible, in a
word, that thofe confummate talents, which, under Pro-
vidence, have REsTorED Britain to her wonted refpec-
tability amaong the nations, fhould be unaccompanied
with that compaifion for the miferable which charatterizes
every great foul.—The definition of heroic virtue confifts
;i_‘:wr:- infeparable parts=—parcere fubiedis ot deballare fu=

Ta

Certain
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Certain illiberal Eﬁgﬂﬂidﬂii might preyent a man from
publicly. avowing fuch fentiments, did he not know thit
they nre the feutimeents of the mation,—And is thers not
very great reafon to think, That it would be srmera
eprecable that the flatefman whele wifdom :ms ublic
Tpirit have fo lirgely contributed to the prefent prnEHritjr
of the country, thould have the honour of contributing to
wipe off the fouléft blot on her charadter? p

 Let. it mo longer be faid, That flavery is counten-
¢ anced by the bravelt and moft generous people oh
* garth; by a people who are animated with that heroic
® paffion, the love of liberty, beyond all nations ancienic
£ or modern § and the fame of whole toilfome, but un-
¢ wearied, perfeveranes, in yindicating, at the expence of
¢ life and fortune; the fered rights of mankind, will firike
£ terror jnto the hearts of fycophants and tyrants, and
¢ excite the admiration and gratitude of all good men, ta
5 the lateft pofterity.'+

It hath been obferved, that the conquered. provinces of
free ftates have, in general, been more opprefled thark

thofe of defpotic Elﬁ'-fcmm:nls.I The fame obfervation

will, perhaps, hold good with regard to their relpettive
Nawes.  Without recutring to hiﬁurr, it is well known,
and 4 mortifying truth it {5 to Britons, thatthe Ha=
TIONAL coar neir of our humang neighbours, affords the
flave a greater degree of protection than can be expefted

* Dz peties efprits exaggéfent trop Uinjuitice gue l'oh filt 2ot #8%5H-
€ gafer } exr fi {lls etabear telle qu'ils lea dlfent {fell. bemmri] ne fereleiil
¥ pas venu dane lavets de Priveyy o Exripd, qul funk emtr'suz i3t di dom=
' westion lmurify, d'cn faire wNE GENERALE EN FAVETADE EA MIsEs
¥ RicONDE BT BE LA rrTIEY Efsit da loin liv, XV, chi ve—

¢ Pout renverler Pedifice dz 1'efclavage, ctayé par de pelons B
E ﬂ:ﬂrrrrfrllﬂ. par des loix i suthentiges, par la rivelisd de patiess 0
¥ PulTzates, parde prejups plus polffans eneere; & quel tribunal parte=
¢ rons naat 14 csufe de. Phémanisé qua tast dbommee (akifet de
b ooncert. Rofe DE L4 TIRRE foua frals posver Fafce cotte raveli-
* tion"—F En attendant corte sevolution, M pealfent feeile
* Joug &0 travaor dont s peintore ne peat gee now interellery de plis an

Plur, aleor deflinfern”
Buyeal Hit. PLIL et Pali tome Ve pa aBys

T Brattic’s Effuy on Truth, p. 464 1 Ha=el
G2
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to refilt from the ‘narrow, partial, apireﬂive,'nnvm-
ExAL lews ‘of the Enplith,  FPRat a plirins ebulatics iy

ity for ftog great matiens to rival ane ansther 10 fufice and
Beemanity P—Lct it no longer be fid, fhat in the pratlice
of tholz virtues, Brifens are infedor to Frenchmeirs

Let it no Ionger be faid that Great Britain, in point
of juftice and humanity, i inferior to the flares of
of America, The Americans, while they declaimed
and comended and fought for what they fondly fisppoded
wrould be pelitical Bherty, "held" the ‘Africans enchained in
thiat wer/f (pecies of Navery, porifanal flirvery 5 for, * when
men talk of liberty they penemlly'mean their son li-
‘berty, and feldom fiffer their thoughts on' that ‘fubjedt
o ftray 1o their neighbours,'—* The' treatment,” one of
itheir writers tells them, with equal jufbice snd fpirit,—
* The treatment we received Tfrom Britain ‘s no 'more
€ to be equalled to enr's to the'regrser, than o barley-corn
£ s to the plabe of the sarth® Tt woild be unjift nbt ta
own, That the Americins have fince endeavoured to
pbviate that unanfwerible’ sbjeftion to' their caufe—an
objeftion which  trasformed all their pompots oratory
into the ‘moft ridiculons, contémptible ‘bombaft. “The
Quakers in Pennfylvanis, by looling the bands of wick-
£ cdnefs; and tndoing the heavy burdens,” + Thave con-
vered fullen, reluftant’ faves into diligent, Bithiul fer-
vants.} So delirble 2 change cannot be, immediately,
effedled

B Benioih addnely to the Rukﬂ.d\r.ﬁmni;], n'rpaﬂ:lu,‘ﬂ“q,—.'rh‘
\follawing sdvermifzment exhibiti & malt lamentable Bnfonce of the truth
of the wathae's alfeseios.  From the f Comflwiies! Gazctte of Grorgia,
1 Merch $I-|'|. 1788, “Tha fobfcriber advifes all ople_to cauijea thele
. ecer to refrain thelr resdezvaun an an, ifland; Atoated an the misfhps
*; of Litcle Opeechle, koswn by the name of May Llland, otherwile: they
#, thall huave the porarment of A WOLF, gk rrpwins  W— S——,
of  WFEF agrees net with the words rovs and rbep fo thit Mr. 5.
himfelrimok have meast 8o perfonate’ the wild beaflmSach wes, sad
fiwels, e Grorgia | believe il is, eogfiaricaal Tberey 85t refpells milioee
alble favepl ]
4 Msiah, .
1% Thelate refelutien of the Quaked, in Peanlylvania, to emanclpate
« thelp fluvesy feceny to svidenen 2 degree of pare and difistefefied virtng
* In thet pecple, beyond the example el the moft wirtuous eommunities
¢ of snciont times.! Dusbar's Effay, p 438« Their Beethres, I this
country, hove fhown themielvés to’ be -mo lefi [enfills &nd zeiloci
“friemdy 1o minklnd-e—35icce the foregoicg loitors weie writtes, cvery
denominatien
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effefted in the Welt Indies, where the lpmpqm'un. of
flaves is much greater than it was in Penn lvania.  But.
the Hritith kglﬂatun.-, by sholithing the Mave trade,
would adopt the meafure moit likely to efiedt it.  This
meafure, like other public’ meafires, may ‘be attended’
with temparary inconveniencics to a fow individuals ; but
could not fail to be ultimately hencficial to_ this country
and to her I'ugéar eolonies—an effedt which all malisres,
diftated by the enlarged firit of palitical wifdom, will
ever, in the end, be found to produce, L

Sir, T have now finifhed every thing I intended to fay
on this moft interefling fubject.

From the difpaffonate, merciful and, on every account,
refpectable, part of the livtlé' community of Barbadoes, T
Ensroy 1 | have inward approbation; and fome of
them may, perhaps, rewand and honour me even with
public applaule,

I write not for the praile of perfons of the oppofits
eharadler,—I would repel it as the vilelt badge of infamy.

denomlzazien’ of Cheitieny in Britaln, indngllrlil:l.hrlj'. sefpeiable

bedled af the clengy of bhoth the astisna) ehy efy Bive petitoned ths
Legifisture for the abalitfon of the flave trade., 1f we except & few [and
comgared with the whole nariee, thoy are but um-yﬁwdl perfozg, who
umreafomably fuppofe’ thels istefelts 1o be in danger, all deferipsisan of
the people feem to bave But soe witk, on this sccafies. Ina word,
Eever wep 8 meafisre, ak once fo glorious and fo popelss, moomemeaded
to the Legifacure ; and prear end just applaufe. will edound o rhae
A2minifiration who fhall adept ft.——=Soonee wesld the auther thoow
thefe Gerty into the fire, than they fhoeld came abroad Malned with any
thing Hke fateerys but he will glve praife where praife Iy dor. Ha
waald 2er with to be prematore kn sgalasding the conduf® of his coantey-
menj bat 24 be s not afrald to condemn the coadaft of fmer, and theows
& faase of Llame om alfy it 0n Bat proger he hould give the mitles credie
for the graerl aed scblp effe they are pow making to wize off the
fouleit of all blats from their charsfter. Woold to Heaven they cold
prevent bt from Baviog a place In Futura hiftaries le—The Euml
Affesbly of the chiurch of Scotland hive appolared the 5t of Nesvbr
nexty to be obferved a5 a day of flefnn thanklgiving ta Almighty God,,
in commemeeation of the GREAT AND GLaRToUS AEVOLUTrOM, of
wrhich that day will be the &rft exncenery—a ds * much t2 be remembered®
by ritens of aif ranks and. pesfushions, With great hamility and
welpedh it fa Tubmiceed, Whabe 2 Pesitien frewm .rnl.'l‘llf Craveal Afpmbiy, 1
£be Legillature; in foronar s the xmscont, appeeificy and besipbted mrs sy wees
Eress under yby ¢ Beirion Hownaok, somid e B berw peeafarly
,t?vr aed wcolf timid ¥ Buty perhspy, fuch g petition, fooy the nest
Aembly; may sop be tog latz.

3 My
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My fubje, T muft repeat it, as well as my defipn in
treating it, are r.ntir:li.r of a public mature.” 1 have,
therefore, moft carefully aveidéd all wnwecsfiry perfonal

allufions. Bue, when the praftice of individuals happens
to min::::n;;ith that whi:l_} mar defervedly meet 'vf'iiéh

ublic reprobation, it is not furprifing that offence fhould
Eu: taken at expreflions and p:ﬂg es with which it s al-
together impailble the ivwocent Thould be offended.  Let
fideh: perfons ferioufly weigh the well known adage,

QUIeAPIT, ILLE FACIT.

In whatever manner my own little interelts may be
afielted by this endeavour to inform the minds of m
eoun n on a fubjedt fo generally interefting, T wi
{ay, with the poet,®

£ Weleome for thee fair Freedom, all the p.u-ﬁﬂ,
£ For thee, fair Freedom, welcome—even the lafk,

I have the honour to be, &,
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THE FOLLOWING
| §fp DR MU I DA DA

CHIEFLY RELATE TO THE
S TATE or SLAVERTY

LW

AT e e G

¢ There ir na fenfble and ingenusus mar, with wubam T
% furve Biherts comverfed e the fubje?, who drics,

- % that 1he REGROES fn thir ifand arz, 18 OENERAL,
£ aYBR-WORKED AND UNDER-FEDy EVEH ON THE
£ MILDEST AND REST, REGULATED PROPERTIES.
¢ There it no man likewife who will ferioufy fay, that
S negrs iﬁwfa‘!iﬁn bar yo becorme an elied & ?ﬁﬂ]’m‘.
* magnitude, av that. the befi means bave been adspied
¢ ta, praduce it MNEeir's Obfervations an the
Treatment of the Wegroes in the Ifland of Ja=
mAicY; | e i

L BT E R XL
S1E,

FTER fome of the foregoing letters had been priné-
A ed, andﬂm: fallowing unﬂEw:r: ready for the prefs,
I was agrecably Iu:i:ﬁ_udﬁhg.r the appearance of a pmpi;

& et
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let intitled ¢ Obfervations an the Treatment of the Ne.
< in- the Tiarid dFF‘r]nmiti; &c. in 2 Letter to a
5 ﬁh}rﬁ:im-in England, from He@lor M<Neill.” T was
agrecably furprized, 1 fay, by this publication: for what
cafi be more agreeable to an’ author thah, 1o fee his book |
confirmed, even before it comes abroad, by a writer of
the ndverls party?  The difregard for the common fenfe
and feelings of mankipd, which s conlfpicuous in this piece,
proves it to be of the apologetic kind'; but I dare appeal
to the public, whether it does fot firengthen, inflead of
wmkminﬁ, the proofs I now fubmit to their examination,
Indeed thie mni{"rmnﬁon of fome particulars'and the con.
fellion of others which the reft of my authorities da nog
explicidy mention, together with Mr. Mo’ emplarie
lence or ambiguity concerning enormities which appear
to be too commeon in Jamaies, are miy only reafons for tak-
ing any notice whatever of an author who maoft decifive]

. n:ﬁutr_i HifMElE.  Thus like afl'the other 5 lopies for ne-
ta-favery, Mr. M'N's piece is, providentially, ealeu-
Ated to fupport the caufe it is intended to fubvere.  Ag

p: 13, the aithor rﬂf’i ‘A negroiin’ lavery, as T befors!
¢ medtioned, is fupplied with cuery thing he hat occafion
€ for.' 'This is Hatly contradided at e dds ¥ There is
& nio' fenfible and inzenuons mipn” fitys oir author, € with
* whom I'Have hitherto' eoriverfed o the fubject, who
* dehies that thie neprose, 10 this ilind (Jamaica) arc,
C iR gameral otir-iaried md e fed, svew an fhe e
€ and b regulated regertion Tn the origimaly the word
® every,” in the Afirmiationy and’ the vword ¢ general,’ in
the’ cantradiction; dre in italics ; fo that the expreffions
muft have been deliberate, Again, p. 10 ¢ [ have al.
¢ ready endeavoured (o convince you by incontrovertible
* proofs, that the negroes, in this country, are generall
¢ protected,’<not very confonant to i 31, where Ipeakingz
of the m?r.vﬁdﬂrrfﬁu.‘.-r-."ﬂw, Mr. MN. fays, ¢ Tam, there.
£ fore of opinion thar {fomething MomE EFFECTUAL,
©ihould be introduced fr curd fhe WANTONNESS OF
£ POWERy and fo.prevent the HAND op CRUELTY from
* being extended,’

T fhall not fiere infert any more of our Authar's incon.
ﬂuiﬁ:s. But I am fo much convinced hiat Kig ig.‘cmph *

if read with common attestion, will operiee rongly -
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infavoitr of the-Afticans; thar nothing. but the
prevents me from having it bound dpy .r'nlﬁqm i with
thele fheets.) IF there. thould-be; room, 1 may infert, at
the end; a few more Ei“jnr_ﬁ - palpable contradictions,
frome this pamphles. In the mean time; let the reader
compare what he will find in p. z, ¢ But'the happinefs,
¢ Bot with € An aftion) is bronghe, &c.” p.3y.—* He
t would: have feen;! foc. p. 3, with ¢ All this,? &c, p.
4= O proprittor;” &c. p 4. note, and £1 have
¢ been credibly,’ &c. p. g, and . When he is feafoned,”
&, p.o 25, with S Inithe ficlt place,’ &c. p. 11.—* For-
¢ merdy;" Jee. pel g and g, wereh * Unlefs it is,! &o. pe 5a
=—=* | believe thermare, &e.. p. 10, and ¢ That the bon-.
¢ dage,’ Sc. pe 450 with the declared. end 'and. aim: of
every apology for negro-llavery.

But I eannstiomit fome palfages tending. to exalt the
planters of Jomnica at the expence Bf thofe of tha Wind-
ward IMflands. & YWou may remember, fays e, M, Pe
¢ 1y that imprefied withia kean fonfe of the Srieritice, ins
¢ ficled on the belplyfs megrey during my former refidonce

“inithe WINDWARD ISLANDS, twenty years ago, I af-
% terwards noc only tummed my thoughts ferioully bo a
* confideration of the fubjeck, but commitsed them & twrit-
“ ' What o pity. our authos has not publithed thofe
written thoughts ] ¢ On my leaving Britain the laf time,
thafe impreffions were rather frenpthemed by the perufal
of certain publications, which tended to roufe the indig-
nation :ngnxcil:-: the pity of . the public,’—P. 2. ©On
my arrival ‘in. Jamaica, {mw:-.r-.-r, I found at the firdk
view, the feenes appeared very difforont from thele T
was formerly accuftomed toy” for inflead of feverity,
cruelty, and injullice, Iobferved in the towns of this
illand fuch a degree of lenity 35 often o accalion licens
tioulhels; and, in the country, a general attention
and humanity to-the welfare of the negroy fufficlent to
make bondage eafy.'—P. 6, note, © As o the artiele
of picking gr?_r'.i, on which fo much has been faid by lute
writers; no {uch thing metr exifts in this illand.. T be-
¢ Hevey however, thae neither. this alleviation nee that of
£ the plbew has yet been generally introduced in the ather
© iflands.  In Grenada, [am canfidently informed, that
¢ the old pradtices flill prevail,’ © Thus our auther ex-

pressly

L I A R S .
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prefily affirms or admits. 1. That the negroes in the
Windward Tiflands were feverely treated 26 years aga.
2. That their ¢ondition (in two very material particalars,
at feaft) is not yet much! meliorated. 3. That the pub.
lications on that fihje€t (meaning no daube Mr, Ramfay's,
Dean Nickolls's, &c.) are founded in truth, 4. That the
Jammica !mndagé'c is ©eafy,” ‘and “very diferent,” from
that of the Windward Iflands,—To the three firft articles
I moift readily aceede ; but T cannot admic the laft 3 be-
caufe 1. Tt is contrary to the whole tenor of the follow-
_i{:lf proods which were penned in Jamaica, as well as
r.- MeN’s pamphlet. 2. It is particularly contrary to
the laft fentence of the following defeription of a Jamaica
fernmbley, © Why not adopt the method purfued ot ALL
€ the Ffndward [endr, g0 It is rxpr:glly contradited
by the author kimielf in the paffage above quoted from
his gith pape. 4. It unaccnunm%‘ly and widely difflers
from Iis own horrid defeription (p- 5.} of what flavery
was *formerly’ in Jamaica, a defeription which, 1 am
forry to oblerve, is not very explicitly authorized by the
hiftory of Tamatea which delineates the ftate of things in
that iland about the period Me. MN. refers to, Buor
we truft our adverfaries will go on to contradift them-
felves; one anether and ar, independently of the writ-
ings which they vainly cppofe, they divalge all the horrid
ﬁas which they labour to pallinte or conceal,  Be it ob-
ferved, that Mr. MN's ¢ confident information,’ that
old, bad practices ftill prevail in Grenada is direély in
the teeth of the * Apolopy for Megro Slavery’ we cited
ar p. 8. Farther, Elr.gffi‘N. affirms thar the ¢ Curfory
* Hemarks® * accord perfefily’ with the ftate of things in
Jamaica,  According to the other apologift, thofe fame
Jemarks fit Grejinda to a tittde.  Yet I have good autho.
rity to fay that they are laughed at in the illand to which
they ame profefledly adapted,—If the deceafed poor Babin
lundered cgregioully in his calculations for the meridian
of 5t. K——, what fort of conjurers muft they be, who
contend that his farthing-almanack will equally fuit Pif-
cataguay aml Toboliki? Why will not the obftinate
bungzlers compute by the juf and univerfal cardons we re-
commend to them, and which have been o fuccefsfully
reduced to praftice by that prince of philomaths, the fen=

fible and worthy friend Richard of Philadefobia B
s
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But to have done with fuch incongruous nonfenfs, g
is not our'bufinels to reconcile the endlels contradiftians
of our adverfinies; nor can it be expefted that any one
writer {hould ‘affign to each ifland in the Wedt Indies it's
degree on the fcale of humanity ; /if; in truth, any one of
them may be faid to have advanced fo high'as the cool

int of indifference.  But my late refesrches into this
ubjett have anly tended to confirmime 'in the opinion 1
gave at p. 18, and which with Teave of Mr. MN, T will
repeaty “That £ frers ar the treatment of the field-negrees in
¢ Barbadser s appear, I bave reafon b think 0F i much
& milder than m misf? of the sthery efpecially (the REW
# fflawds,’ and T-will add, thaty with regard mﬁ]amn}:g
what was opinion is now conviflion,  NMr. M9's gene-!

ral eharge againit the Windward Itands, (and Barbadoes
is the moft windward ifland) renders it proper that my
reafons for being of that opinion fhould be fubmiteed o
the examination of the public. 1. Barbadoes is our oldef
colany; and the flavesare likely ta be maore reconciled o
their chains there, than in the more modemn iflands,
where there is a greater proportioh of Afefcan Meprodr.

2. The very fuperior attention paid to religion, in’'that
illand {f=e p. 58.) 3. The much greater proportion of
deadier (fee p. g8.) 4 Barbadees contains no mountaing
and woods in which runaways ean fo efeftually fecrote
themfelves, as in moft other, iflands 3 and the longer and
aftencr a flave ftays out, the mare fevers is his punifh-
ment when caught. 5. No ifland in the Wik Indies hath
betn fo long exempted from infurreftions as Barbadoes;
the whies inhabitants of which do not appear to harboor
any confiderable’ fuficimes on that head. . Sea page gz
6. Small fettlers, called ten-zere-men (whofe flaves are
employed inthe comparatively ealy culture of provifions,
&c.) abound much more in' that than any other fland.
+ “The valtly fuperior proportion of provifions raifed in
arbadoes, not enly . by the ten-acre-men and the poot
whites, but by the fupar planters. 8. The fevere(t pi=
nifhment, next to death, which ean be inflifted on a Bar-
badian negro is to be thipped off the ifland. g. I have
been tnld.ghy a certain worthy and refpeflahle gentlemar,
that the anmual decreafi of the Barbadser flxves 5 snly owe
PER CENT. which is probably the Jeaft walte of human
life in any European colony-within the tropics, 10, 1
; 4 have
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have hieard perfons from St Vincent, Grenada and Te.
bago, ridicule the Barbadian (ory as they farcaitically
termed it, the Badian) dchiEIinc, o sccount of its lenjcy
fee p. 18.) 11 fn particulars my. own cbfervation
£mables me to afirm, that, on the Whole, the flayes in
Barbadoes are bct;cr treated than thafe fn S, Eitts ara
reprelented to be by M, Ramibay ; yer, asa paneral de-
Eﬂplioﬂr 1 #ill think his Effay applies well to Bar.
badoes, and I mult fayy that the mors confider this
ore I'am convinced thar thae valuable wark
ed by benevalence, candour and truth, The
;u-eul‘! leave me not the thadow of 5 realon (o
doubt that the Barbadian flaves are jnmmp&mh]}' better
treated than thofe of Jamaiea, 12, Laitly, T have ever
it afirmed, without contrdidtion, in Barbadocs,
and readily admitted, in this coaintry,
that Iﬂ.tnd).: bad as it is; is the mof tolerable in the
tilh Welt Indies.—I proteft the only evil T eap think of
and & grievous evil it is} which I belicye the flaves in
rhadocs fuffer in a preater degres than: thef in the
other illands is the injullice to. which the very peariad fams
leave them expafed, from poos, farving, unconfcianable
whites, of whom that ifland. hag far more than it propar-
tion.—The treatment. of the flaves s undnubb:r]'l].r lefs
intalerable, in fome of the iflands than. in others ; and
much alleviation of mifery, might refilt from their cam-
parative moderation being alcertained and mode public, g
point on which a eareful examination™af the news papers
of the different ilands wauld cortainly throw fome lighe,
Emulation is known to be one of the frongeft morives
which influences human condud,

In thels kingdoms, produdtive of all that i

in human mature, is there: ne man whole adtive and peors
fevering virtue is equal to this arduous but glorious .
deraking ? Is there no banevalent, independent, intrepid
Howann to explore the Plantation-dungesn: where farlorn
Dlaves, for astempting to ntgain !Ehe:r.%l or flee from cryg.
elty, lie manacled in fetters, tyrannically rivetted an theip
imbs 3 to trace the icerstions of the whip: on thejr ba.
dies, to fie ¢ the ‘iron. enter into their fouls?! and o
weigh in the feale of pity their ¢ bread of aflifton"—
perhaps to beliold, with ﬁo.rm:, a wretch broiling alive
in




€ 19 )
in the fames, ok transfixed with tortures on a pibbet, for
“having been driven to an aét of defperation by his oppref=
for; and fithfully to l.'r.'P:I":r:I:Il' to the ngtion and to the
I.:Eil'h:ure the degress in which thole - enormous evils
exift in the different Britith iflands ? Yes: The country
“which iced 8 Howannp can alfo boaft of 3 Spanp
and a Crarxson ¢ but their uniwearied labours at home
have been amd are likely to be yet more valuahle than
they could have been abroad,  To them, and the equally
meritarious Bamsay, the Africans owe much f:? that
ntt?tiun which is o juftly and ‘fo genemlly ' paid to their
Caude.
I have the honeur to be,: &c.

L E T mirp iy
SIR,

X the beginning of the year (1788) the fibiftance of

the forepoing letters was (ketched  and‘fubmitted to
the revidw of feveral judicious and refpefiable gentlemenn,
who thought the Elcll'j and ‘arpuments worthy of beidg
laid before the public. Added to the length of time fome
of thofe gentlemen kept them in'their hands, a circiim-
flance occurred which contributed greatly to retard their
publication, but which, it is hoped, w:'!t}emv: highl{_ﬁ-
wourible to the caufe of the unhappy Africans.  ‘This
was the procuring of an driginal letter from Jamadica
which with extrafts: from fome late newlpapers of that
Ifland, form the bafis of the ‘following leteers. - Davas
willing to delay the publication, in hopes of geting fome:
further information which -has been prr.-mi!:-.d me; but
which I'have not ‘yet received.

What reception this meo kind of evidence {and evi-
dence it wertainly is, iv fire confelentiey at lealt) may meet
with from o humane and difcerning nation, it becomes
notme to foretel ;. but every pentleman to whom I have
imparted -mf'deﬁgu, is of opinion, that, in the prefent

; advanced
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advariced flate of the - controverly, 3 more conclufivd
mndu;hqf treating the fubjedt could (carcely have been
thought of; fince, in the newljupers, now in my: poiici-
fion, truths dewd confefied which the moft fubtle fophift
will'in vain attempt to invalidate, Fopular. fongs, and .
mufic, and provechs, and diverfions ; but, above all,

commen advertiféments in newlpapers arc perhaps fome
of  the boft criteria of the manners, tafte, and charafer

of any people. *

The authorities of which I am pollefled will enable
me to give a fuller zecount than 1 expedted, when I firft
:nn:r:dg on this refearch, of the treatment of the flaves
in Jamaica.—To begin with a defeription of 2 Guinea
file, otherwile called a fErambiy, as practifed in thae
ifland.

From the fupplement to the Jamaica Gazette of
Mareh Bth 1788, printed by Theomas Stupar
and Tinl"e]::h Preftor, Kingfton :

¢ The following defeription of a GUINEA SALE
% wras handed to us, by a correfpondent far publication :

© At length the hour arrives and the words are uttered
¢ with a loud voice, © The Gleis opened | 1" The crered
© i waiting fmmediately ruf® dewn upsw the tervified Afvia

*® The followiag paragraph i3 taken From ihe flupplement: to'1ha
Savannah-la-mar Garzire of Febouary 1qth 1788, The author conbders
the feandalous licentioufnels with which the mof refpefiable cheradbary ,
aro there dreated, v 8 predule es what he fa 1o enpeft froen chae and
fimilsr guanieri—t A correfpondeat obierves that o an Allres o ike ey
“ Er:.:ju. and whey at the femn time, Is o member o the B5 17 55m
[ s hasy viry Bumesely) taken upube :udE:I‘-in ehalfof the -54:::

yz:.—-fnhr. Bnd &8 W 1 eer vl bat bt shered af e Al anilf
dr aiffffarce, he weuld recommend to them each ta contribate
* his mite towards che purcksiing & casgo of tuetle, to be feat homes as
€ & prefiat o thofe degp svuiffed read-sary, which would Ereatly Faduce
¢ chem ta faiv beereily in the caufi, snd fheneseily endesronr to put thofe
. on 8 propes feoting, &t &c. The picce canelader with
feenething about ¢ sisleet, soremploaded, Eipsind eebitr mes, cpithets miore
Tultable te the mesier than to the frimds of mankiad,—Ths writer ol the
Fellowing lettesy, | asfmach as ke may mot Impreparly be deemed a fautorof
vbe canfyy, and Bas not, for a long time, nafted Ereee fary bereby puts in his
clsim “eo 8 fhare of the shove prasyifed tuntle. . Bt he bepy ﬁr may be
alizwed to drefi [t s his own way, having a'mertal sverfiea to the' féa-
faning of fach coaks an thale of Sivanzab-ls-mar; which (tents pewers
fully of dfa fands, but contsin oot ase Gagle particle of e fukr.

{1 fm&
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€ et ‘anbay ot fuch a fele, ave infantly Track with the
m.g,r? dreaafnl apprebenfins. fﬂffr many foll profirate
wpor dlerr facer, athers are feen clifely embracing” thefr
companisns, expefting immediate deacl. | Their erter, which
are frafy lomentable, are communicated through she ghip,
and they are svercobelmed with amazement, ferret and
defpair. From the hurry and engernefs of thole who
are: purchalers opon fuch difmal cccafions, a perfon not
scquainted with' the: atomrrmble etiguetfe of a fave fale
could have no ather idea than that the wretches were to
be hid gratir. - The fated price of SIXTY-EIGHT
POUNDE AND THE DUTY, fir each of the trembling cap-
tives wwewld be thought @ romance;  Bome of the purchal™
ers more aftive than others, jump over the barricade,
the perfon who follows very often happens to thrult one
of his fect into the coat pocket of him who leads, and
the lof of a fkirt iz the confequence 3 whillk s third
has his hat knocked off and trampled under foor, and'z
fourth lofes one' of his thoes.  ‘Thefe cafualtics generate
no fmall degres of /ill humour among, the: parties and'a
boxing . match enfuss.  But this is' noc all,  Canle-
quences of the molt ferious nature fometintes follow
—a life is loft, perhaps alfo the life of & valuable mem-
ber of the community—not in the implacable veha-
mence of paflion ; but coolly and deliberately after rea-
fon has refumed the throne. Famalities of this Lind
are owing to-one of the parties fuppoling him{Elf in-
fulted by the other; a challenge 15 therefore offered
and aceepted, and it has been known that two worthy
citizens have been loft to fociety, the furvivor being
cbliged to decamp, in order to avoid making that dread=
ful compenfation, which is due to the viokated lows of
his country. . I fhall inftance the cafe of the unfortu-
mate Mr. I— who fell ina duel with Mr.
which was cccalioned by a paltry milinderftanding, of
* the nature above defcribed, on board of o Guinsa-mar.
& Is noe this fufficient to paint out the abiolure ncceflity
£ of changing the fhocking eeremony pradtifed at favo-
= fales ? E‘l'h not adopt the method purfued at all the
& Windward (5 e
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As we are in fome degreey.in the dark; g5 tosthe
£nd and mumrri? of this brutal affray, I fhall Eul:uj:_lliﬁ.-: a
paiinge
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spaflage which explains it, taken fromy o pices ineilad
Sln Apalapy for -Negro Slavery, .or the Welt India
¢ Planters: windicated, London 1786 ©Tn this. place,”
fays the auther, “icis cestainly proper. to obferve, thar 2
< mode of felling negroes i fometimes pradtifed which
£ ‘ought to be aboliftied by & law of the i ands where it
& prevaile, as being FEpUETANE to decency, . and in fame
* meafiere, tothumanity. The cuflom T.mein to reoro.
“bate is the felling o cargo of flaves by what is. called'a
® feramble, “Thisiisifhutting them upoan the merchant’s
* houle or the area adjoindng, and, ar the beat of 4 drum,
“or fome other fignal; all thofe who inend to become
% purchnfera ruyh on fuddenly ory to ule am.l'a'r'rm-}- phmafe,
¢ doft upon ithe aftonithed and - frightencd negrocs, and
¢ endeavour to get hold of or to incirde in,a cord, az
* many ofthem ‘as they can. Although the negroes ane
& gemerally rprepaced far-this by being preinformed of
£ what is to- happen, yet fome of the wamen and ehildren
& have. been dnoten 1) expire from an. excel of terror,
¢ which 'is ‘incited ' by a/feene of fiich codfitfion and up-
Y Ter. Neris it uncommon for the piurchafors theni.
€ felves to go by the- ears and quarrel-abaut the objedts
* of their choiee,' Such is the language even of ag i
degift for negro Navery.*

To compleat your idea, Sir, of this infernal upraar,
you muft be informed that fame of the Africans, as js
underftood from thofe who afterwards fpeak Englith, afe
I% pofiefied with the apprehenfion of their being boughe
up to'be fattened and roafted and eiten, thatithey pine to
death, or commit afts of defperation,  from thae caufe
alone. The effect of fuch an idex  on their -minds muft
be the fame, as if the whites really fed on homan - feil G
and, no doubt they look upon their purchalers: 25 fa Ty
furious cannibals * rufhing down," to devour. them,  We
are told that theyare ¢ genesally preinformed of. whar iy
“ to happen 3 but wha i3 the interprerer # A failor whis
has made more than srs voyage to Guinea may undera
ftand: fome words he hears o the eoaft ; 4 captain may
know many fuch wards 3 but is it paffible! that any, man,

My MONE s frtclly v gy the Tubfedt of o Jamales” ferembie.
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white or blaek, thould be fkilled in the endlefs varjety of
dialeéts, (poken at the diftance of many hundred miles yp
the country

I fuppofe it impofiible o jncreafs the execration with
which'the reader muft contemplate the foene of ferocioug
violence above deferibed, which, taking in a/f the fhock. -
ing circumbtances, can’ haye no p:ar:dfrl on this fide af
.i'lu’egw bt Humanity has no place 4 5 ferambles,
Even common fenfe is exclided - and twhere is the fonfe
of INTRREST twbich hath been srivmphantly extolled as o
Fuardian angel of the flove #=~Come forward fophifts |
and explain to the world, how the intereft of the feller or
the buyer ‘is confuleed, ae fave-fale, when mothers
and their babes clude the clutches of biutal monflers, by
expiring at theif feet | | .

I pretend not to reconcile the ward illands,’ in the
laft account of the fcramble, with the concludin fentesee
of the irft * W noty” &c. The truth, T ieve, 15
that the praftice ferambling prevails in more  than ane

illand.  Certiin I am 2 /s nat nogw radfifed, [ had almndt
affirmed that it never was practifed, in Barbadeer; for T
nover fo much as heard of it, tilly having & mind to fee
what thadow of argument could be offered in fuppart of
favery, I'read the above paflage cited from one of qur
ﬂﬁl‘.lrl?;rfﬂ.

d have the hopour to be, &e,

LB B oI EE >Rt XHL
51 R,
HﬁuVTNG feen what kind of reception the Afriean
frangers meet with, on their arrival in Jamuica, -let
s next: proceed to cnguire into their fubfequent treatment
in that ifland
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In the Guzette of St Japo de'la Vega (or Spanifk
town) of Jan. 24, 17 ublithed by the printer
to the Council and Affembly, I find the following

raph, which is one of the

& Ej:l:ﬁ! in. the St. o de la Wega police-law,
¢ paffed the 22d day of mber 1787,

¢ No perfons to expole to fale, in or at the doors or

¢ piazza’s of any fhop or houfe, or in places adjucent
¢ therstoy, any pudrid fGl-f% or other provifions, raweid
% fuiter, otl, or other offF commadity, or keep the fame
£ in. any dwr!li.ng-bnu& er out-office, to the annoyance
* of any of the inhabitants under the penalty of fwemiy
& pasinds for every offence; one moicty thereof to the poory
¢ and the gtherto the informer: A jeltice upon view,
¢ forthwith to caule the fame to be ii-.l.ud and immedi-
] a::l_-,-r deftroyed or burnt,'#®

From' this clanfe and the: penalty, 'which'will appear
hereafter to .be a very hr'su?r aney I conclude that the
provifions in queftion are fo utterly foilt as ta bea
:great public nuifance 3. thaty in this ftate, large guan-
tities of them are expoled to Gle in Spanith town;
that thofe large quantities are purchafed by famifhed
flnves (for T know of no other animal which would feed
on fuch mrafh) and :nn&qu:nt]ll that there arr preat
mumbers of famibed or. Cundec-fed't faver in Famuiea, &
Fact which' T will prefently confirm, by other authorities.

Hud T thought of it, T might have proved, by this ff
alsme, that great numbers of the flaves in Barbadoes arc
moft grievoully pinched in their food. Rotten provifions
are not deftroyed or burnt, in that iland 3 but are baught
by the {tarving neproes, with the price of the mifles they
bring to market. Before the late war, though vafl, and
fometimes [upecuous, quantities of Gumd provifens were
imported, feveral whole fireets in the towns ftunk pefti-
lentially with the abominable efuvia of fubftances, which
had been provifions, but which were often fo far diffalved

® Mr. Lamg fuys, That * the preater susnber’ of the Jews In St Jago
de by Vega ¥ deal in damipod felt dutrer, fmpsy el dbenle; and trala af
& a gongregation of finking commodities, whick In ezsugh to poliza the
£ alr of sheir Babitations” Hif of Jam. vels 34 pe 2g, + Mieill.

by
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b trefiflion, 23 to be expofed to fils in tubs, . Moils
QFE: lower kind of huckiter-fhops fill emit no very:
agreealile adours,

I now beg leave, Sir, to lay before you, an extradt of a
private letter, ‘which will throw ver confiderable light
on aur fubjet, ‘The suthenticity of the ari inal, I am
authorifed to fay, can be eftablifhed, beyond the reach of
cavil.

¢ Jamaica, March 10, 17762
=0 Then [ went up to my new habitation, which
* s avery agreeable flzm. You at home form a mnﬁ
* idea of Jamaica. 1 will affure you the ewhite peap
¢ hath great indulgence ; ncither is it fo hot as ik
¢ think it is. I have had algood ftate of hm[l.gnﬁn:e {
¢ have been here.. I hope T fhall be ahle to do better
¢ for miyfelf than T could expeét in England, if God fpare
£ my health. Here are no taverns nor o public-houfes,
¢ Every eftate is our home. The white gentlemen are-
* very refpedtful ope to another; fo. there is no way to
Ipend my money, as wlualy in this part of the world,

L 4
¢ We fet the leatt Thore by the Sabbath-day. . It is hard:
¢ to know this day from the reft, We are juft within

¢ 20 miles of the church.  There is one in every parifh z
¢ but the parifh very large.  The living here is-different.
* from home. The bread groweth upon the trees, which
¢ Llike very well. It groweth like cucumber ; whan
® roafted eats very well, T [ive better than half the far_
* mers at home. T feldom fit down to dinner withoue a
¢ dith of fith, fowl and beef, %c. with rum dnd wuter,
£ or punch to drink and a flave to attend us. I have
¢ done no ploughing yet.® The ploughs are come from
¢ England ; but the horfes all died, In their palfiges—s
¢ fix fine ones, coft 4ol. each in Lincolnfhire,—Dear
* father, ¢he Ereateff bard®in I mees swith i fo fer posr
% neproer fTopred f7odadl T Bave feen them w:;{ il
£ tham ever ﬁug i whipt bis barfes, ‘W have a negra
* to drive them y one driver o every thirty negroes,
¢ which ftand by them at work with a farge whip ; and,
¢ if any mifdemeanar, they laty thems dpoing. Haked and whip
£ them according to their :rimu—-.rﬁ-r'rr; disftes, Jomctimiy
. g i y

1 u'eilrfjr:; ;da:&::_f' (54 2. 6y mote) fayw the plough ¢ anFuwers extreicely
H 2 SIXTY,
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¥ siery, which will cut them vt § and, if they make amy
¢ refiftance, povnie THE QUANTITY. They have but
€ five falt berrings @ weeky® which is the bo? allowance,
€5and beft tradefmen have no more—{ometimes metbing
€ for fix merhhs rgfaf.!rrr, dud wwhat they cam produce in their
& famdiy 1rbich they bave anly Sundiey fa werk i, The
< haye about 200 acres of walle land to clear and ral

€ their food ‘in, which prodice them yams, plantines,
€ coco and coffes, tobacco, and modt forts of vegetables
¢ you haye at home. You will think this very hard o
€ hour o and Maed ufed fo a5 the poor meproes ares yet
£ they look ‘as fat'as any working man at home. This
%15 the time they take off their crop of fugar; which
€ by bave bt four baurs feep et of the tevenly-fonr.
% They work in'the field all'duy, then boil fugar at night.
¢ =50 I think I have given you a good account of our
£ management hers.  Now I'will give you an account of
* my own employ st prefent—to look after the cattle,
€ and go with the wain-men to fee them load their wains
& properly, at nmight to fit in the beiling-houle to attend .
% the mogreer eill twehue o'clock, then call amother up. My
% work is nothing, only attendance. T expedd going to
b ﬁ:ugh every day with the cxen, as we have no horfes.
t Here s minedy peod [fTromp oxem, dll able to work and
© do work in the wains. We work eght feers in

*“.il"rdglhﬂ 254 el maprans recedve 8 Bated weekly allowance of beel
* herring, ar flt Elh.'.'run exiT occasgoNaArLy. Hik of Jam. v
% Po 4501 am parsicelerly woell informed that the following were 2l
the firvigw proviGant, eoafemed in 1785, 0n a Jamaica effabe, the pros
prigtar of which b allowed to be Bath reguler end lideral s his fupplies,
=10 ewks el leer ok |n;|.|—q. twri,:;; at 178 Gde—y bisdhels catmcal—
& huthely prutse—pzelb. barley—y el pllt pease=d barrels mefibee fo

m—::w!. i r.rﬁ_]h. mde . bulter—ge barrali ;rb:m'-,-,: it

4
i, pEs , Ti 31l fer,  The whole coft of thefe proviBons was
FHElL 7. 6. Aer-  On the cftate there were, inall Em negroes; 20 of

whas weee emploged aboot the houls. Here oo berrely of berings
wers the allowsnee of eximel food, for joo ficdd-negrocs; for a whala
year. A berrel coataing frem 66o large 1o rooo (mall herrings.  Thele
T e preferred for plantatlen wfe. Sy therefers sooo, which will
give nearly fimr fmall berrisgs aed & dalf for tho sy allrouen of exch
I It dooes mat -N:urd“: the. Geld-negroey; oa this oftate, had
mny fesapy of falted meat, on the holideyss - Elght barrels of Beef asd
four of pork will net ke thoeght too mach for the whitesy their geea
and the houls fevouriter. Befides mwfe beef i not given to field negrone.
* Al the ether articles were for the uls of the houls asd e o

¢ one
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€ ‘one wain, without any horfes before them. They go

& fike dogs,” fic.

; ROBr. BROWNE.

¢ Mr. P—— T hope you will communicate: this to
t Edw. Breume my fathers fo I have the honour to be
& yoar malt humble ferve.

L3

¢ Dire@t to me at J— G— K—, Efg.. Plantane-

¢ den River cftate, St. Thomas in Eaft Jamaica.®

Sir, the heroic and jultly ennobled Scoteh ploughman,
Hav,* was not more Ji"n\'.lu'n‘nin'.]:hIle to the Dan?ih invaders
of his country, than this honeit and homone Englith
ploughman is to the invaders of the rights: of mankind.
He G%Ddll: is mare than a mateh for a legion of fich anta-

ifts, Ifa Britih peafanty aware of no contradifhion,
ading no perfecution, cramped, embarralffed and ap-
palled; by no erRITICAL terrars, and binfed by no preju-
dices but thole penerous ones which do honour to a man
and to an Ewngibmend—il fuch a perfon, T fay, thould
draw a pifture of firtiery, ouE,h: we to doobt that it re=

prefents the Jife ¢ His letter is vmr:,hj_}- of o large com-

mentary; but I muft content myfelf with making a faw

curfory oblervations on it.

Finst then, according to R. B, little or no attention
is paid to religion in Jamaica, fee p. §8.—2. It appears
that the white. fervants in Jamaica fare, or at leaft, that
R. B. fared, incomparably better than men of his fhation
in Barbadoss, Alas! they © feldom or never fit down tor
¢ adith of (frefh) Gifh, (frefh) beef or fowl. Let the
reader judge whether or nota man can be fid to live
¢ better than half the firmers at home,” whole dict con-
fifts of hermings, falt fith or carge beef, often of a bad
quaili?, to fay nothing of the qumt[t{;s Fowl is intirely
out of the queltion. Their vegetables, indeed, arc ge=

* See Henry's Wik, of G, Britaf, . 2. p. 835 alfo the New Prer=
ape; art.  Hay Eark of Brrel®

F € Blevery Ty o wlls and =itrally 2n éfate of m.n,,uij’rﬁgh fa phs
S peerrenr tewper asd cowrape of sev patlor, that iths heedly to b concefimd
& that ln!xiﬂﬁhnn. much Tefs o Graplmar, Bo<ld plead for it Locke

an Governs B 1. ch. 1,
H 3 * merally
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nerally good § but not fiuficient in quanti i 28 T myflf
have feen.—3. R. B's account of the or mu]rrmiﬂl-
ments in Jemaica s truly thocking. Thirty, fixty and fome-
times © doblc the guantrty’ of lafhes inflifted with 'a ¢ large
£ whipy’ on 8 wretch laid ¢ drww maked 2 S, 1 feruple
nnLBpuhI[c]].r and " pofitively to aver, that regular diftipline
in Barbadoes, is mildnefs itfelf, compared to this!| R, B.
fpecifies the number of lathes, ‘which {hews that they arc
rapularly inflifted, fee Pr 15 et feq.®—u, The beft al=
lowance in the large, rich and fertile illand of Jamaica is
¢ five falt herrings, a week’—much about the beft allow-
ance in the paar, little iflind of Barbadoes, ¢ Bt tradel-
* men have no more’ in the former ifland § in the Iateer
all tradefmen are treated better, in every refpact, than
the field-people. 5+ ¢ Sometimes nothing for fix
£ months l‘nrg:!ther, but what they can produce in their
¥ own lands."t—This, I have very great reafon to belicve,
is fometimes the cafe in Barbadoes.$—#. In Jamaics
¥ they have only Sunday to work it"|—juft as in Barba-

does.

®Mr. MWrrz (08 poas) talks of megroes ¥ orecelving fi mary
f lathes 3" but menthsan mo particolar semder,

+ Seeour motto, pr to1s

1 My reafons for bebieving thinare 6F o very cogent kind. Mot to ra-
peat the general report meipefling the farved pad pribsved wratches sens
tioned ot g. 29, I have been 1 enough ra afk fome compliining
flaves, Whet nerd they had for any cther allowance, whes thay had
r]tﬂ’-‘} gf camesjuice } aad have been anfwered, * Wi won't "tand bn 5

and withost sed Malfa#* fheewdly intimazing, That fomething more
Farld than cane-juics wis secellary for their l‘u port. . Othere, whals
looks ewinced the eruth of thaly lgninn, have faid 20 me, | Maifa ng
# gle we no Clowance' (Mater gives us 2o aliwance ) ve=Whi thoold [
hint at the bruifed rin plac-pocsand the tin pint-pors with thick woodey
bottoms which [ hare fren, or the ¥ deceitful weighes' which 1 and
others bove aperimmind Pelor Bart weighis asd mealures are 12 be found
In all countriei.

BMr. MfWgroe (O p. 3.) fiys thae VEvery neprs §s allawed,
v I.ndtP{ni,'.:ql of Bunday, -]H.:h Be Baa i himfedf, throughout the
* year, one duy Is each fortnighe, for cipdt mew ks, for the particelar potpain
* of worldng his grousde” This fuppefes the erop :l:d:-n 5 be anly
faur mosiths, In Harkadoes (€0 five ar G5: 1 remember that, on oae
eltate, in St Andrew'y pariily; fugsr wis made, almplt during the whels
year. I fewiry pegio’ [n Jamsies bay s day o gach feernighe. I cam
oy uy that | know ef no regalation, s fayour of the negro=s In
wedy that hack any thing like 3 swiwwfal gperation,  After ij]!. I

1a¥E




( 119 )

am—?. On the eftate from which B, B. wrate, ““5?:
had ¢ 200 acres of wafbe land to elear and eaife their food
% in"—an extent of land this, which perhaps no ten eftates in
Barbadoes can alford for mepro-pramds,  But the cultiva-
tion of provifions for the negroes in this lalt iland alvays
was a party ard is now a very ferlous part of regular
pn’anf:.ffm-ffugﬁq—ﬂ. E. B. mentions no urh:rwtgcubh
food than what the negroes could produce on their own
groands.  Indeed his expreffion * sebenp for fix manths
L Ioicth-:r' and his mentioning berrings enly,  gives us
much reafon to believe that the neproes immediately un-
der his eye, had no allowance of grain o roots but what
they fo produced. O the other hand, we fhall prefontly
fee a Jamaica cfinte abounding in pround-provifions.
Prebably, fome Jamaica planters do, and others do fiok,
follow the falutary and, in the ‘end, mconomical, Barba-
dinn practice of feeding thelr negroes, chicfly, with provi-
fions which they themizlves raife.—q. © It produces them
¢ yams, plantanes, cocers® (a5 he [pells it qu. the dag-
nut® or the crst or chocolate-nut f probably the latter
a5 it is followed by) *coffee,’ &c. That &' common
ficld-negro worn down with daily and aften with' mighely
labaur, ould, on Sunday, be able to clerr walke land, o
raife fhrubs ‘and trees which yield only an annual cre

appears, to my little Barbadian ideas, GZ yery incredible;
that I muft take it for granted, thofc lwcuries bl.‘]ﬂﬂ'lg
ghiefly’ to the principal negross, or perhaps to' fome’
hiardy rogue of a field-negro, who braves every hard(hip,
or has the addrefs to get others to work for him,  Pro-

bably what R, B, calls wafte land may be partly Fruaced
in gullies, &c. where canes cannot be planted, and whern
trees of the floweft growth get leave to come to maturity,
If fo, fome fuch fpots may be feen in Barbadoes,  Bue

. Whether, on “wew eftntes, of . the ta
%r, I'umn:timl:;., deprived of the land g;:}' h:?ﬁ’m if

proper for canes; and wood. land afligned them in licu of
it t=—10. Mo fooner has B. B. mentioned thefe feeming
Juzuries, than he ules this frong langiage * Yan may

heve leaeat, Gace thale letters were ‘pemned, that the lndulgence In
Elull'lum i# in gifelt, taken sway, by the laeely pafed coalplifated fuve
W

¥ Coeda Beclieral 4+ Theobroma Cacan,
H 4 ¢ think
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£ think it very hard to have fefh and blood ufed fo as the
® poor negroes are.” ‘This I call firong language; for
when the whole man is roofed by fome intolerable treat-
ment received or oblerved, is ot ©fleth and blood” very
often ufed to fi nii}l'rbe outraged foclings of human na-
turef—11., * Yet they look as fat as any warking man
€ at home 3 but then ie adds, ©this is the time they take
¢ off theirerop of fugar,” March 10, ahout the midile of
the molt plentiful {eafon of the year.—1a, “They have
* but four hours fleep,’ &c. This is too often the cale
in Barbadoes, (fee p, 71.) 1 have foen negroes colletin
mill-trath, which had been fpread out, in the mill-yard,
to dry for fuel, at eight at night, when they had not
mearly finifhed their work, T have often been’in o bogl-
ing-houfe, where they were at work ar y 25 late as
nine o'clock; and, at almoft all heurs of night and
morning, I have oblerved the flames ifuing from iling~
houfe chimneys, a certain: proof that they were then at
work.®—r3. ¢ At night to fit in the boiling-houfs,' &c,
e employment af men in fimilar fations in
Barbadoes,—14. ¢ [ geing to plough every day.”
B. B. an unfeafoned wropean, approved of the climate
of Jamaica (fec the beginning of this extradt) and talks
here very coolly of going to plough. This is ane ftrong in-
¢ that white men, were it neceffary, as it is not, might
Work in the fields of that ifland (fee p. 41.) elpecial
fuch as do not exceffively indulge in pleafires too m'lll:ﬁ
followed there. R, B, had * rum and water and punch,’
and fomething clfe, at his command.—1§. ¢ Here is
¢ minety good flrong exen,' &c. We fhall, hereafter,
prove how well cattle thrive in Jamaica, which is a poing
of fome confequence. T am almodt tempted here te, make
# bold affirmation—That there are fearcely the above
number of what an Englith ploughman would call € good
¥ ftrong oxen,’ in the ifland of Barhadoes (fee p. 10.)
Sure I am, that the united flocks of many citates there,
could not furnifh, ninety fuch oxen,

* Me. M®Wzstr (p. 52} Gy that durdag erep time < every perfin
4 takes bin fanllor watch in the bolling koufe or mill err wipkt o reet
Bty on efistcs which sre weakly hagded; (of which he fayu p. 36, there
475 many in Jamalca) do they not take foch Gells ofiomer

1 cannot
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1 cannot difmifs this valuable extradl, withaut addin
& few words to fhicld it from the arts of fophiftry of whi
it's muthor was. happily ignomnot,  * Their lands, © fays
¢ R. B. produces them yams,' &c.  This bill of fare of
extellent vegetables, dreffed in a certain way, * mighe
Fafeinate the fenfes, and make us believe that

¢ O candied plantanes and the juicy pine, }

¢ With choiceft melons and fweet grapes they.dine,

£ And with potatoes feed thair wanton fwine i
But the ¢ putrid falt filh-and other offenfive commoditiss”
mentioned in the 8t Jago de la Vega police-law, and
K. B, expreflions ¢ five herrings o week,” and ¢ nodhi
* for fix months together,” undo the fpell, and prove that
the Jamaica {laves often pine with hunger,

. look as fat as any working man at home,
ergey fays certain reafoners, their condition is as eligible.
Sir, I cannot away with this ﬁml’l infult to the laws and
conftitution of my country, which I have learned ta valus
and to revere, by obferving the dire effeds refulting from
the want of them. I might now, with the help of this
Englifh peafanty draw a parallel infinitely nearer the
truth—but I forbear. T mulk all, however, 2 queltion
which cannot be too frequently or urgently prefled home,
Why the Welk Indian negrocs, (who, s arumals, are nob
inferiar to any of their {pecies ) if they really. are as happy
as Englifh peafants, do not, like Englith peafants, kecp
pp. their numbers by procreation

I have the honcur to-bey &,

* Sce Mr. MNrerr®s obly p. 5. where be deferibes * groves of plina
! tene, basiad, and orunge] creesy laaded with fraic.'=d Srpes f11ed with
¢ bogy, and fiocks of firly duckiy sod turkies”  Bor he immedlacely
lddllgl?: 4] & Al tkis, "tin true, alihough efteny in me gracrally poez
¥ ‘withs

4 Willer,

LETTER
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believe you- and the public are yet to be informed,

That the negroes in Jamaica are smAwDED with
their owner's mards and the fwitialr of their names, and,
in onc inflance before me, with the owner's firname at
full length on four parts of the body,  This is quite a
new mve:r}'tu me 5 for the practice of branding flayes
doct not difgrace the ifand of Barbadoss. The full
names of the owners, anfwering to the initials, are ge=
I'h".'l‘lﬂi:.r inferted in the feveral ﬁ:m!;u'cn HEW‘]’FIEI.]!-EES, in
which T find fueh Jifts as the following;  but, for an
obvious reafon, I omit thofe names, inferting thole of
the flayes only.

From the Gazette of St Jago de la Vi of
Oéftober 11. 158+, Jig o

Runawavs in Weltmoreland work-houfe O, 2,
1787, Cuffic marked B''W or H'W dizmond at top,—
}?ali'm:rk:d P within a :lfamund—.’l.n&mn}r appears to
be marked W and WL in one~—Cuffie marked TH
n one.

Ruwaways in St James's work-houfe, O&. &,
1787., Swanfey marked WM — Fortune marked .F"%
diamond betwespn,

¢ Runaways in Spanifh town work-houfe, O, ro.
© 1787,  Daniel marked on both Beulders MD—Ariba
« machd AF—Candis marked L G—0Oroonoko marked

* WF—Jafper marked BWEB—Ned marked PE—James
¢ marked with a triangler flump—James marked B—
¢ Downer a mulits marked GC, 'C at top—=William
£ marked, on the ripht Boudder RA {heart and digmand be-
¢ fween) and on the left RA beart st t22—Will marked
£ IT—Batty marked an both Fendders HP in afe—Toby
¢ marked DG—Mally and her child marked MF—Quacao

¢ BC an left breaft,
Ry
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¢Rowawa¥s in Spanith' town gaol, O, 2, 1587,
£ Rofiz and child marked CP ' heart at M._ma.
¢ marked SK—Billy DB— Peggy IT—Fidelia W—
¢ Cuffie TR, C at William WP, PG at top—
¢ Walker MF—Mary F—Jafper WG, heart at top—
¢ Hunt RC—Indultry WI, C at top—Romeo B.

“Rusawars in 5t Mary's work-houfe, O 2.
€ 1787, Rebeesa CF, hedrt at top—Nancy ditte—0)
¢ Eve ditte—Thomas CH—Phebe IH, § at top—Eletta
¢ U—Ben S—Billy WG—Bryan BE— Guy on the
© right fhoudder WD, and on the left IH—Bacchus EB,
¢ diamond at top.* =

¥ There are befides, in this paper, filfty runaveay flaves,
¢ with < no' mark,’ and fwe who are’ faid to have no
¢ BrawrD mark.'—That you may be able to compare the
ararks (for the word Erand accursnotin the ftray-lifks before
me) on the eattle with the brands on the faves, [ fub.
join the following advertifement.

¢ Br. Catharine's pound; Ok 11. 1787. List of
£ STRAYS fontin.

¢ A bay ftallion, marked IN on the off buttock and

fhoulder—A dark bay mars marked o —.ﬁ._'b?:lﬁnldjng

mule EBL in one cn near buttock—An Englifh forrel
hore, marked Sl—Two forrel horfes marked TB, dia-
mand between, on the off buttock—A bay mare marked
AC, Bat A bay mare marked an the off buttock
W, diamond at top—A dark bay mare marked 3, and
diamond reverfed. There are halides: three horfes and
one mule which are faid to have Spanifh marks, and four
wi'ih na vifible mark.

n all, fevorteen fray borfer and sivety-feven rion
flerves are {drmifcd"iin :{‘Iii; _F{l.per. i iz

In the Gazette of 5t. Jago de 1a Viega, dated Nov. 8.
1787, L obferve thefe remarkable brands.—Apollo, alins
Eck, marked WS on bis five and breaff—Robert marked

P en rach cheek, and; above all Kingfton marked
Y ORKE sn eaels Soulder and friayis.

In this paper there are befides twenty runaways brand-
ed, thirl].r-ni%hr. unmarked, amd five with “no’ pRAND-
¢ mark’~—alfo fixteen ftray-horfes marked, fix with no
m:rli::g;nd five with Spanilth marks—In all, frwenty-fFuen
Siray borfes and fixty-fie runaway flaves arc advertifed in
this la{t paper, ¥

f
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In the Cornwall Chron. of Dec. I5. 1987  Nime
Siray berfer, marked and unmarked, and elgbly-four ria
sty faver with and without drawdy, are adyertifed,

It would be tedious to enumerate the branded and
wretched fugitives advertifed in the large colleftion of
Jamsica newlpapers before me. But I hazard little in
affirming, That, ﬂ:mﬁh there are not many more than
thrice the number ‘of flaves in thae iftand, that there arm
in Barbadoes; yet thaty in the Garctre of 8t. Jago de la
Vega alone; there are at-leaff, ten times the number of
runaways that appear in the Barbadoes Mescury and
Gazettc taken together, This eircamilance and that of
their not being branded muﬁhbn sdded o thofe Lformerly
adduced {p. 107) 1o evince the comparatively happy con-
-glition uftl:ht faves in this laft illand, i e

That the Jamaica flaves are not always to be blamed
for running away (my firm felfef i, that, nine times in
ten, they are noc blameable) woold appear from the fol-
lowing advertifement, in the Gazette of St Jago de la
¥eoga, for Nov. 8. 1787,

¢ Tobe fold a plantation and fugar work called Dover
£ Caftle, fituated, &c, It confills of 1100 acres of
f land" £ well timbered with a1l kinds of hard
* mahogany in great plenty, sbounds with ground fira-
£ wifieniy plenty of Guinea grafi, a very fine fet of works
¢ hutely compleated, 100 négroes w:lﬁl dilpofed and ac-
¢ cultomed to the property, for a number of years. They
b are flrangers ta runming away, b,
Davio Hexriques,

IF Mr. H's account of his plantation be tolerably juit,
we mult conclude him to be a vm humnpe man, "Not-
weithftanding be.is fo weakly handed, has A great part of

 bis land uncleared, and has lately built a fet of works, all

frequent occafions of oppreflion ; yet, we fee his people
nr:q‘ ftrangers to running nw—lay.' But then, E:ﬂhu

lenty of * ground previfions' for his people, and plenty of
Euinu graf; fo that thofe people are not harrafled in
picking graft for his cattde,

I men.
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1 mentioned I.hebltu&inghf a fet of warks, 23 an oc-
cafion of opprefion; and I will give aninflance in point.
A manager of a Barbadoss' plantation, in the fame year
that he made a larpe crop, erefled fome buildings.  The
flaves, after. tolling in the ficld during the day, carricd
{tones and ' moctar, &c. for a part of the night.
WWhen the mafons, an leaving off work, had worked up
all the materials, they il found a frelh fupply, on the
fpot, the next morning.

Fle eenfequence of this management was that fhortl
after a great number of the prime field negraes died:
“The tyrant who thought by Tuch forced exertions to re=
commiend himfelf o his employer, (now deceafed, but whin
then lived in' England) was, by the next'packet, ordered
off the effate. As he could not find employment in
Barbadoes, he fer fil for Jamaica, where he now exer=
cifes his geniug, and 15 what call 2 topp T
A g:nl!Emn.n lately from d:ﬂ:griﬂand, ﬁnﬁl L
tells me, that he is fhill Rmous for lerge croprmnad o=
fiffr. - Of this eeconomy he gave an irﬂﬁmm in an eftare
which was offered for fale.  In order to enhance the

price, it was necellary that a large crop (hould be made
and fworn to.  Accordingly fuch an one as o' Mr. T. was
fent for, who made an uncommonly large crop; but it
colt a grear number of the (laves: their lives. The
gentleman wery humanely dnd properly reprobated this
eonduct by the same of MURDER,

Let us next, if you pleafe, Sir, fes what treatment the
neproes in Jamaica often receive, in the evening of their
lives, and what are, too frequently, their rewards for
exhaufling their health and firength in the feevice of theiz
GWICES.

In the fupplement to the Cornwall Chron. of March 1z
1788 (Montego Bay Jamaica, printed by James Fannin)
1 find this ppragraph.

¢ A cermin gentleman, fo we are piven to underftand,
¢ fhortly means to lay before His Honour the Cuitos and
¢ the other mapifirates of this parifh, the outlines of a
¢ plan for building an hofpital, ar the Welt end of the
t town, for the reception of difebled megrocs abandened by

& pheir
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:r?m‘r m:r:'r, which, it is hoped, will be property ﬂa.

A T have already (fee p. 24.) obferved that the prac-
tice of turning out and abandonin aped, Worn outy:
and leprous (laves utterly di[glzcu e iland of Barba-
does. In every inflance, I have taken care, Thar no
man fhall juﬂl.g;rchu.r B me with partiality. Bue, as
no. pesfon, fo a5 1 can learn, hath filly expoled the
infamous pradtice in quefion, T have heen particelarly
careful in anticipating every thing that can’ poflibly be
urged to palliate it nf can moft confeientioully declare,
Siry That, were it pafiible for me to fit down’ to write
an apalory for that icc, T could not think of, 1 had
almoft fxid, I could not imvenr, any circumiftanee havin
the fmalleft temdency to extennate ity which I have not
thrawn with its full weigh into the oppofite feale.  Bue,
forry Lam to fay, the eppofite feale kicks the beam; nor
can all the feathers of extenuation, that can be collefied,
however advantageoully difpofed, reftore the equilibrium,
far lefs fink the feale, ~“The lait expiring breath of an ex-
poled n:Fm, will diffipate fuch feathers, like chaff before
the whirlwind,

A it in the Jamaica Gazette of MNov, ar. :EE?,

will enable us to form fome idea of the extent in w ich
this thocking pradtice prevails in that ifland,
* Account of negroes interred in the parifh of King-

¢ fton, by order of the Coraner, during the year 1786,

 Tgn, 12, 8 man

Feb. 5. % man
§< & woman
4+ 0 _pEim
Mar. 3. 5 man
4= & man
BT § Weman
Apra1g, & woman
&7 & man
My 24. 8 waman
Juneng. 8 mas
T4 @ ML
Juk 25. & mia

LH ]ur”|- B Gan
Al 10 8 men

n man
sm.’f & men

18 8 wontin

IR. & Widnan

T} il

23 2 sl

5. § man

iy § i
Oy, 4. = man

% Total 39 bodies.”

Ot 184 2 man
I g & mam
#i- 4 womaa
9. 3 mam
Nars zf- I Wosmag
16 & man
&7 0 man
Dee. . s man |
59, a man
20; 3 man
. 3 mulirn gl
af. a eagry F
27« & mgre P

* FFES
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i # FEE3 ox EAcH.
% Ta the Coroner —_ —_ W
s Conftable for warning the jurors for the
“ ingqueft - — = —_ 5 &
& Conveyunce of the body to the grave —_—0 —
“ Rurial — — —_ —_— 0 —

¢ i)
% Multiplied by the number of bodies (35) 170 Ig &

Iam wi].l.inglr to allow that fome of the wretched fub-
jedls of thole inguells died fuddenly, or from unavoidable
cafualties.  In fequel, we will have abundant reafon
to believe that others were affually murdéred,  BurIam
of opinion, that the majority of them perifhed from being
worn out or otherwile Jil'.'ah ed in the fervice of, and after-
wards abandgned by, their owners, My reafons for be-
ing of this opinion are, That off of them appear to hava
been buried at the expence of the parifh, and that only
ffrteem of them perifbed during the firdt oght months of
the year, which include the plentiful erop-feifon; whereas
thyee and twenty  perifthed during  the remaining fowr
months, which, in Barbadoes, at leafk, (fee p. 7.) 8 the
time of the year; when the greateft number of (uch wret-
ches may be expedled to dropinto the grave.

I cannot compare this lilt with any fimilac one in Bar=
badoes ; for, as I before obferved, no coroner's inguefk
fits on the body of a flave, in that ifland. Why fuch in-
quelt takes place in Jamsiea I pretend not to {jyi for,
before the late confolidated aft palled, the murder of a
flave was pot capital there, But I may venture to ﬁ].r,
that thirty-nrne exceeds the propertion . of expofed floves
who annually perifh in Bridgetown, swhither the majority
of fuch wretches refort.  “This they mi}r enlily doin the
fmall ifland of Barbadoes ; but, in the large illand of Ja-
maica, fuch a majority cannot eafily refort tw Kingfton,

That thirty-nine i5a moft enormous number of coro-
ner's inquefts for Kinglton and its neighbourhood, will
appear, by copfidering, that it is rather more than ewe
cigltl of the average of deaths which annually happened

within
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within the T.ondon bills of mortality,® for eight years,
from cafialties of alf kinds, many of which require no
‘coroner’s inguefts. Waoltaire, in 2 paffionate fian to
D' Alembert, dated June 29, 1762, mentions with very
fevere reprobation, ¢ Sixty afafinations or frightful mur-
* ders,” conlidered in all their circomflances,” which had
happened in France in a meonth, which is ar the raie of
720, in a year. What would he have faid had he been
told, That coreners had fat an owe wighteenth of that an-
mual number in g fingle difirig of a Welt Indian colony,
witich altepetber did not contain ase xitetbd of the Popi-
lation of that kingdom ? He would have been ten-fold
more (evere than, in this ver letter, he was agdinit kie
catntrymen’ for executi lns. ' He had Jjuit warmed
bis fine imagination, with that tragical affair. . In fich
& moment, few men are accurate caleulators 3 and e i
probable that his number fixty includes Callas, and per-
haps others, whom he mighe have thought unjuftly exe-
cuted.

I bave faid nothing of the l‘tmptl'nlilfe:i which are pajd
for warning the jurors, to the con bles, who, if the
have any refemblance tothe conftables in Barbadaes, mu
often, but I do not [ay always, be both poor and worth.
lefs. But the coraners are penerall very decent men.
The late coroner of Bridge-town d-i:tr. of an apaplexy, in
the very a&t of fupporting the caule of a NEETS, OT 4 friu-
lntoe, with a warmth which probably was Gl to him,

1 have the honour o be, ‘&,

® The only il of mereslity I have now a¢ hind are thale of 1754,
:?33, 1786 1757 158 (when the rm hagpened) 158, 1383 128y
and the srerage of cafual deaths, in thefs yearsy 8 aon.—Bit by mad
dogt, broken Lmbs, braifed, barnt, ehaaked, drowned, excaffive Srink.
bng, exceuted, foand deall, killed by fally and ather accidenty, mundensd,
eveslisd, pelfomed, fcalded, felf marder, (mothered, furved, fuffoested,

T The popalatien of Jamales, of afl cobssrs, fibis hore of {ech oo,
rhich is but ome oy fark part of 20,000,000, the populatlen sifigned e
Franes, y

LETTER
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SIR,

HMiﬂg proved, I truft, to the farisfaftion of every
impartral perfon, that the yoke of Aavery, in Ja-

mnica, i3 altogether grievous and intolerable 3 1ot is 1w,
if you pleafe, ‘take a1 view of the laws which have been
Intely enadted o alleviats ‘it, as fer 2s thofe taws Appear,
in the papers, before me.
From the Supplement to the Cornwall Chronicle of Dec,

2gth, 1787, printed, at Montego Bay, Jamaica, by

ames Fannin.

¢ The Following cliules, we underftand, have been
® propofed as an amendment and addition to the esnfialis
¢ dated negro-bill now before the Honourdble Houfe 'of
¢ Aflembly, and do much henour to the head and heart
¢ of the gentleman who introduced them.”

¢ And wherens the extreme ernelties and infumanity of
* the Managers, Overfeers and Book-keepers of cftates
* have frequently driven flaves into the woods, and occa.
® fioned rebelliois and infermal :'[.;-ﬁ.-rrrﬁ‘-'om to the preat
* prejudice of the proprietors, and the manifel danger of
£ the lives of the inhabitants of this ifland ; For preven=
* tion whereef be it énafted, and it s hereby enasted,
i

by the autherity aforefaid, That any Manager, Over-
€ feery or Book-keeper of any eftate or plantation who
* fhall ar may hereafter be convicted of inflih any
¢ wnnatural or inbuman punifiment, on any flave or ves,
¢ fhall be liable to profecution and to fuch fine and im=
* prifonment as the Judges of the Supréme Court, or the
i Am

udges of any of the Affize Courts may think fir, And

® ‘whereas alfo it fréquently happens, that faves come te
£ their death by Fafty and fevere blows, and wher impro-
€ per treg t of overfeers and book-keepers, in the
¢ heat of paifion, and, when fuch accidents do ha?m,
£ the viftims are entered nnltht plantation-books, as hav-
L ing
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ting died of convulfions, fits or other canfes not to be
¢ accounted for, and to coxceal the real teath of the eanfz
L gﬁ.!r; dentt of fuch flave or flaves, he or they is or are
& immiediately pat ander ground; without the i pethion! or
£ knowlcdge of the dottor or doftors of the plantmtion
& whereon fuch sceidents do happen. For prevention
¢ whereof, o far mﬂpﬂwi-, and better to enable the
t doftor and doftors of every eftate to take the cath pre-
¢ fcribed by this 2, a5 to the increafe and decreafe of
¢ flaves annually on the effates or plantations, upder his
€ or their carey, be it enafted by the authority aforefid,
't and 1t is hereby epadted, by the autharity u? the fme,
¢ That, from and after the paffing of this a®, no ffave or
€ flaves attually dying !'utlpnﬁ:m y @it any. plantation or
¢ cftate, whether by fits, convulfions or any other caules,
% thall ‘be buried: or put under ground, on any pretence
£ whatever, until the doftor or doftors of fich planta-
% tion or eftate hath been called to and hath actually
F wiewed the body of fuch flave or: flaves. fo dying fud-
& deply as aforefaid,  And for the more effcfiual preven-
¢ tion of murders and smbuman treatment of Naves, be it

¢ enafted by the authority aforefaid, and it is hercby en-
¢ afted accordingly, That the Manager, Ohverfeer and
¢ Bock-keeper ar :ruk-kttgrs of every plantation do or

¢ fhall; on the 3ift day of December, in every fucceed.
* ing year, after the 3:Iﬂ: dn.}r of, December inftant, make
£ oath of the increafe and decreake of flaves on the planta-
¢ tion or eftate under his care, . (etting forth the caufes of
€ fuch decreafe, the nature of the difcafes wherehy the
¢ decreale had accrued and arifen to the belt of his or
¢ their knowledge and belief.

£ The member (Mr. GRav) who introduced the a-
€ bove premiled, That to Ber ewr certain Brededpe uns
€ common and YERY UNNATURAL PUNISHMENTS Were
£ aften inflicted on ne sand that, in feveral inflances,
¢ ke had been ﬂblig o intm'puﬁ:, as a magiftrate, to
% prevent ACTUAL REBELLION, from [wch inhuman
¢ treatment.”

This extralt difclofes @ berrid groupe 3 cavses of
the trsvRRECTIONS in the illand of Jamaica, * Inhu-
¢ man treatment’ and “afhual rebellion’ neceffarily and

magually
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mutuslly produce one another.—But T muf leave you,
&iry to form your ewn refleSions on this delicate fn?e&,
The following citations will help Fouto form fome ides of
the punifhments in quedtion,

¢ For rebellion,” fays Sir Hans Sloane®, the punifh-
¥ment is berning them by nmailing them down to the
+ ground, with crooked flicks on every limb, and then
* applying the fire by degrees, from the feet and hangds,
£ burming them gradually up ta the Beady wherehy their
£ pains are extravagant.  For crimes of a lofs nature,
¢ pelding or chapping off balf the Jooky with an AN,
* For negligence they ‘are ufially whipped, by the aver-
 feere with lamee-wood fwitches,’—8 Afier they are

Voahipped (i they are raw, fome pue on, their fking
* and falt te make them fimart : at other times, thelr mafl
¢ ters will drop melted twaz en their fling, and uje feveral
5 m-? exquifite tormintr."—We find a fimilar account in
a hiftery of Jamaica, written about uu:l‘z:u: 1740, bya
perfon then refiding in that ifland.4+ ¢ The trivial
* error,’ fays e, ¢ is punifhed with moft terrible WM!F’T“E-
* I have feen them treated, in that cruel manner, for oo
£ other reafon, but to fitisfy the brutith pleafiire’ of an
® overleer, who has their puniiment maffly at bir o
£ cretion, 1 have feen their bodier all in a pare of blsad,
& the fhin torm off their backs with the cruel whip 3 beaten
© pepper and G rubbed in the oy, and n forge fMick
- Fof fealimg iy drapped a'.-m-:;j- upaet thewr,  Itis no
* wonder if the horrid pain ch Inbweman tariures
* incline them #s rebel'—According to M. Long.t in
conlequence of the rebellion, in 1 ©T'wo of the Se.
¢ Mary ring-leaders, Fortune and ;ﬁngﬂﬂn were s uh
* alive in chaing on a pibbet erelted in the parade of the
¢ town of Kingfton. Fortune lived feven da 5, but Kingi-
-* ton furvived tll the ninth."—Gracious Heaven |
@ fpedtacle; for nine days, in a public pamade 11§
Iz Before

* Mat. Hifl, of Jam. !'n:ru.ap. (1
See Beneset's Guines, p- 4.

Hif. of Jamy ¥ 2, p Fria
M. MiWugLg, 1|3|H' raprelily or tacitly confirma afl the sbore
BXtridtn =t Were 1 1o sdvance (fuya b, p. 19} char pusifiments, (s
*-thir cgentey, are trifling and unfrequent, I thould mot only draw on
mylelf the imputation of grofi mdineprelentation asd prejudice, :E:
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Before T go farther, Sir, I muft declare, in addition te
what L faid ae p. 16. and eliewhere, That the drivers [or
overfeers) and book-keepers, in their nrd.ina!'].' treatment
of flaves, in Barbadoes, are not permitted to inflif, and
do not inflick, the * very unnatural punifbments," much
ez Chaily and-fevére blows" caufing pEaTH, againik
which the above cited claule provides, and which the praife
worthy propaler of it affirms are © often infifed on me-
“ groes’ in Jamaica. - In Barbadocs, fuch perfons are

iged, on pain of abfolutely ftarving, as fome of them,
from their great numbers, do, for want of employment,
o ftop far fhort of {uch horrid exceffes.  The powers
dulr.-:ga,t:d to them are, comparatively fpeaking, very much
linited, and never do extend b:lynnd the ule of the whip,
which, however, if not firiétly looked after, they are but
oo apt to abufe,

From the Supplement to the Jamaica Gazette of
Mareh 8. 1788.

£ Extraét from. the Confolidated Slave-liw.*
¢ And be it further enacled by the authority aforefiid,
¢ That on the 28th day of December in every year (the
¢ time of giving in as aforefaid ) the doftor or furgeon em-
¢ ployed on fuch plantation, penn or.other fettement, or
£ where there is no doftor or furgeon emplayed thereon,
€ then the ownery overleer or manager fhall, under. the
£ penmalty of fen prumdy to be levied on the owner of fich
¢ plantation, for every negledt, give iny on oath an account
¢ of the decreafs or increafc of the flaves of fuch plantation,
¢ penn or fettlement, and the caufes of fuch decreale, to

% the beft of his knowledge, judgment and belicf,?

* in faft aflert what 38 not foonded s truth, Fumifbmenty gre certainy
’ Srepwent s a2d to s mind sftusted by compallion alome, thefy pli=
¥ "En:mu are a foorce of canBant paine  To e, 1 freely canfely, they
*. were very diftrefling, on my fefl coming £o phiy |ond,! [N: B Owr ag-
thor had kees in che Windwurd Jﬂué-j‘* and, even ae this time, &fier
% havisg resfoned on the mecefliy, and {let e 24d) the propristy. of
TerrTarn pemibeery, the crstk of the whiz frldom falls 10 operasg
* an my nerves like 25 eledhic Beek.~Bot bet vy mor b catried away
¥ 'hE mere fenghiliey ; let us for & moment Jlesery afde.'—Herr qur
duthor esternon the beaten track of othes apalogifts for Bavery; inwhich
wn have not time co follew him. At e 3Y. Pomumn e condeifed—
i TJI!j.:EM and g=fonffup wretch will parfue his crimes, and remsiin In
* @ ftate of apathy, EVEX IN THE MIDST OF TORMENTS.'

The
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The words * where there is-no doftor or furgeon em-
& ployed thereon® plainly. imply that there are eltates in' fa-
maica .on which no doftor or furgesn. is: employed, e
il

I before promifed tor prove the penalty of feendy pands
for expofing putrid fle fik to fle, to be aheav penaley.
To de this, we have only to compare it with I.IFK: penale

jof the prelent: clanfe, which. is no more than dor e

for neglefting annually: to- give an account-upon oath,
of the decreafs or increafe of flaves on every  plan-.
tation. Tex rovkos| for, not expofing to view; an
accounty in which we are warmanted, by the preceding
extradt, to fulpedt that affual musder may be included, as
one caufe of fuch decreafe.  What owner, what overfeer,
or whatmanager would siot fooner pay ten. pounds than
run the rifque of being tried, for his: life for murdering o
flaye or flavest Tried for his life, I fay; in the, fequel,
we may be able to eftimare the rifque Jhis being, con-
witted and exccuted for fuch ajcrime. I aflk any manof
commonn fenfe; Whether hejcan h:in% himfelf to believe,
That a man who (like & murderous 1. fee p. 125.) hath
diminifhed the number of laves, on ;plmu:inn by op=
preflion, or hunget, or erbelty, or all of them conjeingd,

be ]ihlrﬁi Lo ﬁi.ln.' in the frus caufe or caufes of that dimi-
Bt

nuton the real annual increals or decresie of faves,
if ithey jean be obtined, may lead. to beneficial confe-

Ausnces.

From the fopplement to the Comwall Chron, of March

1t 1788,

* Extralts from the confolidated lave-lavwe wibich i: fa
% toke offedd ahis day

Thefe extralts are [0 long thae I am under the necefs
fity of abridring them.

" Work-houle keepers; . and goal-keepers, under the
penalty. of 1od. for every m:g]ui to advertife mniways
in three of the newlpaperd, once a-week; o keep .them
in cuftody until payment of the reward for apprehending
themy with 25, 64, in the pound exfra, the expence of ad-
vertifing, at. 1. 34. per month for each paper, and 6d.
for every 24 hours fuch flave fill have been in cuftody.™

; & Owrgers
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] ‘e, under the penalty of 1o/, for each offence,
o be recovered, in o I'umm:ﬁ- I'l'l.i{i.nﬁ, before any jullice,
pettoturn away any fick, aged or infirm Naves, An
juftice is impowered to lodge any fich flave in the nl::rcﬂ
Work-houde,  to be fed, at the owner's expence, but not
Worked until erial. If any owner refufe to pay ithe pe-
bty of 1ol with charges, " the jueltice, under the &y
of 20455t commit fuch bwner o gaol, dll he makes
payment. Oine moicty of tie 1o/, 1 the (rethite) informer,
the other to the poor of the parifh. ™

% Ohners, &, mutilating Maves, to be indifed in the
fiipreme eénire of judicature, or in any of the Affize courts,
andy on conviction, to be punifficd by ‘fine nat mmdins‘-
Tood, and - imprifonmient ripe exceeding 12" months, an
fHll be lidble te an aon at common liw For damages,
In very atrocious cafes, the mutilated Nave may- be de-
elared free. The fine of ool in'fuch cafe, to'be paid
t6 the parifh, whe are: to allow the riegra (now free) 1o/,
a’year, for life.» Any julties, on applicition 8Fa mut.
lated flave, is empowered to ferid fuch flave to the nareft
wotk.hole to be kept and attended 611 thire can'bea
medting of the jultices and veftry of the pariili, % which
* jultices ‘and veltry fo met are hereby created and ap-
* peinted 2 eouncil of protedton of fuch fave or flaves,"
and are impowered to make farther inquiry into the com-
mitment of the mutilation, and to profecuts the offender
at'the expence of the parifh, ‘and, in cafe he fhal] Appear
capable of paying the cofts of fuch profecution,- to com-
mience fuit againit him for recovery of thef cofts, The

of “the work-houfe o deliver up “the mutilated
flave to the faid juftices and veftry under the penalty of
ot

Thie firft clanfe above quoted makes the expence and
trouble of recovering runaways confiderable, which will
help to prevesit owners and ntin:rs from driving flaves in-
to the woods, by eruelty and oppreffion.  Yet the greater
the trouble ahd expenée of recover him, the hariber
will be the treatment of the fugitive ;ﬁm caught.  The

® o By ohelaw of this iland Elluulln] cvnry perfan who mansmite

U mageo flave dn requited ta gy him agnually 1ol currssey g BEEVERE
H Lis becoming s berdes or mulfince ta the cammunlsy. s i far
W from being repularly complicd with," MeNrjppn ekl pu 1ge Dote.

chains,
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cluins, pot-hooks, and boots will be heavier, and the dugn-
geons more grovwded.

On the next claufe, I muft obferve, Firlk, That T do
not fee how even the meme of the owner of an infizm
and expoled flave can always be difcovered. It s
true, the names of the owners, as well as of the flqves,
are generally inferted in the runaway-lifts before me,
How _the work-houfe keepers find out thofe names, whe-
thee by punifbment or not: I cannot tell 5 but, in Bare
badoes, runaways arc commonly very, unwilling to dif-
cover their owner’s names ; and the confuled founds yled
by Africans, are often as unlike the real names as the

eitear, Tootey, Tapane, and Toraps.are to thole of the

t mavigator and philofophers. Cooke, and Banks, and
olander—In the next place, I fearcely fee a poifibility of
convicting .an owner of abandoning {Et worn-out (ave.
Gentlemen detelt the invidious office of informers.  Beo
fides, it is abfurd to fuppof that they know every indi-
vidual ficld-negro on the neighbouring effates.  The
bread of the white, fervants on the eftate to which the

wretch Er:]nr:fi, will eften depend on conceling the

truth.  Should a poer fettler, tempted by the /g, dare to
inform, he muft lay his account with pe Hon.—
Laftly, an abandonsd flave is to be lodged in a work-
houfe until trial 3 but it does not appear that, after grial
be is to have any other afylum than his owner's eflate.
Let us fuppofe his owner convidted, fined and perhaps
imprifoncd. A afk, what fore of treatment the. {lave is
to expett from an oppreflor who had before turned him
out to perifh, whe is now cempelled to take him home ;
and is exafperated by the trouble and expence he has
been put to, on account of an wf@e wretch? To the
ﬂ:fmaniry and common. fenfe of ‘my reader I truft the
WL

Under fuch circumftances, he will particulasly deplore
the Fate of leprons negroes, who cannet fafely be allowed
to mix with I;::Jrhyg;npl'c. ﬁﬂ?._‘ll‘imph before infered
(p- 125.) mentions the sutlines of a plan for building an
holpital for £ difabled,’ but it takes no notice of leprous
flaves ¢ abandoned by their owners.” This hofpicl, we
prefume, is yot, in :mr.rlnlaf.n:f.:im. Such holpitals, 1;{1

%
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ke built, Wtr-.t'I.E'Iuthc Wit 'Im!icsl,h:nd endowed, mﬂ:t well
] and fully adequate to thefr end—swhen very
fhal S ;

ge it's nature,

The humane intention of . the third' and Iaf elanfe
above cited ‘appedars ‘on the fics of it':" bur, " iF perions
who mutilate ' their Nlaves are 16 be regularly convidled b
the evidence af iz enly, ‘then I feruple ot ] l_-xptg-lg
very great doubts of the efficiency of this claufe in pro-
t:é'%ng fhives from fuch beinous” abifes of the owner's
power.  The council of protetion may’ be ufeful 'in
very Hagrant and’ merseiage cafes, which dlons laws Lk
the prefent are calculated to'reach,  While the teftimon
of 1 flave apainft 2 white man remains whally imvalid,
1o liw can fecare him from the cruel fangs of private
tyranny,  Indced it is not pretended, that the jultices and
veltry of an extenfive Jamaica parith wilk enter 2 man’s
premifes to inquire why fich'a flave of his is reduced to a
fkeeleton, why he pradtifed fome facrer and, * very uninatutal
punithment” (which might not have'left very evident -
ternal marks) on ' another, or in a word, why his whols

gang is ‘over-worked and under-fed.’® Th idea of 4 Nave
compluining to a juftice’ againft his owmer i quite new
o me, © T fay woe to that Nave who fhall dare to bty

fuch a complaint!l Belides howis a wresch whe can mei-
ther read ner ‘write, to know that there is fuch a law'in
hiz Raviour? T

Mutilation” is very feldsm indesd inflifted by awners
on their {laves, in' Barbadoes, Byt milereant drunkards
and defperadoes, wha fometimes miorder flaves, ‘do nae
much hefitite in ‘committing lefs atrociogs ot of vig-
lenee on' them, An ' elderly negra woman, who
worked out'in Bridgetown, for her ower, 3 friend of
mine, looked up to me for protection.  One evening,
fhe came to me, bathed in her blood, from a very largo
E:Ehin her ‘head.  The picee hung over her ear, and

d not the cytlafs fanted off the hare fkull, her ear, at
which the firoke had been aimed, muft have been cut off,
Her life was in the rmoce danger, ‘a5 fhe was fubjedt to
viglenit attacks of the fever-and a ¢ and fhe was con-
fincd for fevern] weeks. * She fid fhe kncw {and I 2m

M MMEILL,
pretty
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“pretty fure; T'know) the white' mun who cut her, and that
a great many sereses [aw the deed done. This was s
preafs  Her owner, therefore; was obliped to bear the
expentce and ‘the lofs of Ker labours The very able fur-
“gean who attended her i now in’ Londoni—A vihuible
and inoffenfive negro man, belonging o an acquaintance
of e, was ‘attacked, one ' evening, when gaing -on hi
owners Bufinels, bya white man, who, with one ftroke
of 'his cutlals; fevered one of His hands from his bddy.
His' awnier, who could produce no’ white evidence, was
obliged quistly to put up with the damage, 'and the poor
“fellow’ with‘the lofs of his precisis Hwb,

The eftablilliment of work-houfes does ‘eredit to Jo-
mdica. ' How' the nejgroes are fad in thole work-Hofifes
does ‘not ‘appear ; but ‘their employment is'/pointed “out
in_the 5t, Jago de la Vega police-law quoted at pi-rrge
¢ Corporation of the work-houfe to employ the negroes
received s ‘the Rid work-houf® to' cleani die fireess
“lanes, &e leading to the town ;- and od cultivare fiich
€ pieees, o pareels of land, belonpging to the pitrifhy s
©the jultices and veftry fhall diredt; for/the ufe of the no-
“ groes'in’ the work-houfel® *The' labaur and difcipline
of a Jamaica work-houle'eannot be expeftsd th he
moderate, By the ime police-law < flaves  found: gal-
* loping, or riding or driving furioully, &c. the miifter or
* miltrefs fhall forfeit 405, &l provided that iF ithe
¢ mafter or miftrels fhall deliver up the Nave offéiding
£ tn MEEu!dicEJ}I pusifhed by receiving 30 lafies ot the
¢ 4 moft publick firests of ‘the. town, or Jir ioys harid fo-
© hayry at the workthoufe, infich cafle the mofter or
¢ miftrefs fhall be exeuled from paying the Gid forfeinire,
*“Hc. % IF the offender fhall be a-free’ perlon of colour,
¢ he fhall pay fuch fine as the juftice' thall think fit'to jm-
¢ pofe, not =xn¢m!ingf:-rpwmﬂ, ar be cominitted tothard
¢ labour in the work-houfe for ane week, ™,

The enly -buildings, in Barbadoes, which bear any
analogy to the Jamaica work-houfes, are the cages, in
the tawns, fo called from  their fronts being compofed of
open frames ‘of hard tmber.. i Inthife’ miferable re-
ceptacles, which, next to fhe plantation-dungeons, are

“the moft lively emblems of favery, runaways are con-
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fined.in irons or in ftocks, till they are claimed by, their
OWIErs,

The Alms-houfe in Bridgetown for the reception of
the ;whiuﬁpwr is the. only apol:ﬁ' for an-holpitaly be-
Janging to Barbadoes. But, from the Barbadoes Mercury
of Détober 28, 1786, 1 perceive that a fubfeription was
opened on July, 7, for eftablithing ® Tug Bansanors
P GENERAL DISPENSARY, firrhe celiaf of the fick poar,”
To this charity, His Excel ncy Governor PArg v amd
his lady, with a confiderable: nimber of other ladies and
gentemen, liberally contributed ;. and the aive hu-
manity of that able phyfician Docror HEnpy was par-
ticularly, ufeful in promoting *it. Be. the effefts and: the
duraticn of this charity what they mey, the public firit
and humanity which :r.{uu.lud the founders of it, do them
much hopour,

From that honour far be it from me tof detra ¢ hut
Jullice ro a humble remnant of o apce Bighly favoured
flate calls upon me to obferve, That, of the fum fiub-

feribed to this charity, upwards of one tenth was contri-
buted collectively and individually by the Henaew Na-
Tios § though their numbers pechaps fall Thort of ans
twentieth of the white inhabitanms of Barbadoes, and noe
one hundredth pase of thr{dr:q:r:].- of the ifland s in

their hands.  Sir, this defpi I:‘,mant‘ to Ly apprefed) but
peacenble, loyal and, T will add, oewer lry people, fill
remember, as were commanded, the afli&ion of
their forefathers, in the land of Egypt. This farely s
an amisble principle ; and, for the uliarity of their
other: tenets, while they difturb not ociety, they are nat
sccountable to man.. Tt is remarkable thas the were
enjained to © fpoil the E yplians’®—their oppreflors, in
order, o doubt, to vindicate for themfelves the wa

due for their fervitude. - To fpoil sppreffivs who * muzale
—not oxen. but—men € while they tread oue the
corm,". mufly in ol cafies, be allowed o be a very, venial
trefpale, if, pot an. indifferent ation. Grragious
God! The Africans now groan in worfe than ]’:'F ian
bondage. They too are y- £ offspring.’t ¢ E]amugh

® Exod, ch. I3, ver. 33, 1At cha o, ver, a8,
¢ Abraham
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¢ i haham e dgnorant of them, and thoogh Tfrae] ae-
¢ knowledge them nat; yet doubtlefi thou art their Fa-
¢ ther,’ and in thy appointed time and way, maigre the
little, fordid poficy of man, thou wilt be—* their Re.

£ deemer.™®

Weft Indian worlethan Egyptian bondage !—This,
to fome peopley will fognd like a. very empty and a very
bold figure of feech. But what would thofe people think,
if it could be proved to be firicty and Iimﬂry true i
This difcuffion we thumbly recommend - to fome’ abler
band 3 but we may, hereafver, convert to fome ulfe ithe
well-known fact, That theIfraelites fnerenfed | and mult-

ied under Epyptian bondage .t The negroesiic is con-
ﬁﬂ':d, u'r..-rr.n'_,(:'ga.?ll]i:r Weft Indian !'I;l:.rl'.r’;rﬁE

I have the henour to be, &e.

P85 T S C - R-I:P+T.

8ir, I have, very opportuncly, received information,
That a negro. woman, far gone in her pregnancy, was
thot dead by a white man (whom [.fhall not namg) in
Bridgetown, Barbadees, in May 1788,

By, the fame channel I leasn, That 3, Bill making the
murder of a negro capital,” has paffed the Afanil of
Barbadoes, which confifts of 22 mémbers, .with only ane
diffenting voice. It was introduced by a gentleman of
the law who polleffes 2 plantation, and whia, with: fome
others, does henour to the profelfion, ro thae his native

% Tiglah che Ixdil wer. odi.

I— Thiz #s dexrly evinoed by thefe textey © Would to God|l we hel
* fied by the hand of the Lagd, 1a the lend of Egypry when we fie by the
* flod parsy and when we o et droad g ode fuil”  Exod. el svis ver 1.
Ewery family of the Iirselites had a lemb o calobratn the paifover. id. ok,
xil wer.q.  The lfreclives had ¥ Aocks and heods; even wey murk carle”
i ehy wliiver 38— fubmic to the |ssrncd, whethar sn Epypiian
wai not eapitklly penlded for mordering an Mraelite. - “Apud TP
LI 1} i l,t-.—nrsgpu.u socidersdt eum minie demear] paue ae fl lberem
 cceidifles; jubehamt begrs" Diod. Siell, 1.

3 Compare Gena chy elyic ver =7 with Baod. chy 2li ver 370

. Iifand
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tand and to humanity. I fhall not comment on the
® broad hints' of fome: of his conftituents:® nor fhal] T
name: thar Member who could fand afne in oppoling
-fuch a bill. ' ’

I am alfo given to underftand, That ¢ worn-out fuper-
annuated and | & negroes-do noty of prefeny, difprace
the fircets of Eﬁdgﬂv‘fﬂgmf but I nfi;hwntuﬁ: o
affirm, That the evil is: only removed Com that plage,
not remedied ; fince it is altapether incredible, ‘That an
owner who can turn oot 3 flave to peeill will be con-
feientious in providing for him  at home, whence the
wretch had before been driven, by famine or, perhaps, by
brutal uiage, (fee p, L35} £ A public lazaretto’ thould
be built for the reception’ of Tepranes Nlaves.

EFEFT P RSy

€ e me puis tuer mon eftlave y mais Je puts faive conler
% fon feuy gonte @ Eentey faur le fouet f e Bowrreay.’
Ravwart.
¢ The low prebibits o mafler from Eiling or eruell Jura
Conifiing @ fove; but bow if @ SLAVE 1 Jo'te ferw woirh iy
¢ Masten P
~ Srarrman’s Voyage to the Cape of Good' Hope.

§ IR,

I AM forry T cannot ]::1'; before you the elanfe in the

J:m,au'ca confolidated flave law ‘which makes it death
to murder a flave.  The only traces of that claufe, which
#ppear in the paE:.rs before me, arc captained in the fol-

lowing: paragrap
From the Jamaica pazette of Dec. 1. 787,

* Thurflay. Nov. 2q.  The Houfe went into 3 CONTl=
® mittee on ‘the confolidated flave-bill, and continued to

* Tht Affembly of Darbadogs i1 annualy i
t
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t Gt upwards of three hours. We underftand . that by
¢ the bill, the whole fyftem of the low refpecling negroes
¢ js entirely changed.. A- council of pratection is cfta-
¢ blithed in cach parifh, and many humane provilions
¢ are intreduced for rendering their condition as ealy and
¢ happy; a5 poflible. Tt is allo made fiffey soitbo the
© bengfit of elevgy ts murder @ flave—a claule which, to the
¢ honour - of the houfe, paffed wwikeut a fngle difenticg

€ pevce.”

The unanimity, of fo numerous a body as the Aflem-
bly of Jamaica ®; in refering or endeavouring to reflore
to. injured men one of their vielated rights, undoubiedly
does them great honour. T am truly forry the Barbadocs
Allembly was not unanimous; yet L fhll adhece to my
opinion of the comparative humanity of the inhabitants
* of that ifland. I am well affured they never have bheen,

and T kmeto they will mer be inferior, in the practice of
that virtue, to any ifland in the Welt Indics.

From the JTamaica gazette of Dec. 5. 1787,

¢ However the pruﬂiﬁm and unmerciful may arraign

¢ the policy which urged our prefent Aflembly, to fecurs
¢ the lives of the poor flaves by n:nakin% it felony without
€ the beneht of clergy to commit Wil ul murder on an

¢ of their perfons, our correlpondent views it as a .mfi
¢ noble excrtion of legiflative power in the caufe of hu-
¢ manity, which eannot fail of being highly sceeptable
¢ in the cyes of that Almighty and beneficent Being, wha
¢ i5 the fountain of jufhice and mercy. The patriotic,
¢ [earned and eloquent Mr. Enpwamns, whe & grea
S g ernament and Bleffng fo fhe coumiry, it [eems, was one
& of the moft ardent fupporters of this fublime benignity.*
® Gop who hath made the world hath made of sie d.".rod

i gl the nations of men that dwell on all the Goe of the
“ - earth, "+

® Forty:three membirs.  The'timed & thelr meetiag snd thelr dura-
ophen mee gt the Covermtr’s pleafure. An attempt wan osce msds to
£ appaing their term grieanlal, ot the bl mifcaried. A Geveraor has
¢ been known te difolve foveral times Lo the fa=e year®  Hil of Jam.
i wal. a pe 57

¥ Al chy zvil.vere 36 7
Sir,
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Sity T moft chearfully fubferibe to thefe juft encomiumis
o0 the conduct of the prefent Allembly of Jarmiica, and
particularly on that of ane of it"s diftinpuifhed and praifa
worthy members.  Thofe gendemen, 1 modt firmly be-
lieve, Kave done ever thing within the compals of their
power (canfiftent with the prefent ffope of thingae and the
attention they owe fn their conftituents) to fecors the
life and promote the bappinefs of the flave. Would o
Heaven 1 had grounds to fpeak in the fame language, of
the efficiency of this claufey, as of their lngdahje endea-
yours to render it efficlent! Bue I fear that, like the reft,
1t muft be underftood with a flvo for one of the peculiar
prerogatives of white men. It mo where appears by what
fort of evidence the murderers of flaves are to he con.
vidted.  ©There's the rubI* Tl [ hall be certain thae
fomething more than the evidence of white peefons is ad-
miffible, in this cale, T will not, I cannot believe that this
cluife will protedd the life any more than the otheks wi|
fecure the good ufige of the fave. Thole who know
that too many of our colonifts “fearcely confider’ the
negroes © as intitled to the common rights of humaniey's

will not be very confident of the r:Fumus operation of

this law apaint rich and powerful offenders, ~ Apaingt
poor, friendlefs fellow, it may, however, now an then,
operate; by way af convincing the peaple of this country
hiow very &cmr the life of a flave is cfteemed in Jamaica,
The iflands of Grenada and Antigua have alreddy fome-
thing to boall of, for cach of them Hath hanged hep
white man for Mave-murder.+  OF the Antipua inftance
I know nothing ; but Prefton, the Grenada victim, I
have heard mentioned in Barbadoes as ane of the worlk
of men. His Chriflisn name ar nickname was Back.
houle er Bacchus, probably the latter, from his drunken.
nefs, Some twelve or thirteen vears a o, Bacchus
Preflon fled from Barbadoes; an s in Grenada, met
with the punifhment his crimes, moft probably, had de-
ferved in his native ifland, Yes, Sir, this wbise man, it
feeme, was adhually, hanged by the neck 6ill he was dead—
eniy for killing a ‘negro, as hath been triumphantly pob-

® Seetke note po Ry,
T Apelogy far pegra Oevery by the asthor of Ietters to 2 young
v plasien; po gy, ,
lifhed
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lithed fo the world.  But, Sir, dre two or three fodorn
wictims fuficient to anfwer the démands of juftice? Are
they fulicient—Ffar where the lives of men are concerned,
I muft and will fpeak out—Are they Tufficient, I fay, to
atone for the ocean of human blood, which under the
defeription of virtual and aftual murder, hath deluged our
colonics; ever fince the commencement of negro ﬁmmrﬂ
Sir, that’ atonement never will be made, nor will an
effciunl check be put to fuch horrid enormities, till the
wretched outcafts of law and h1t|n.‘|.nigifhall be received
into {ocicty, and fhall ;?jn}r that proteétion which 15 the
undoubted birthright of every unoffending fubjedt of
Great Britain,

From the fupplement to the Jamaica Gazette of
March 8. 1788,
¢ And be it enaded, by the authority aferefaid, that,
£ if any flave (hall offer any viclence, by firiking or
& ptherwile, to any white perfon; fuch flave, Wpon doe and
t proper proof, upon conviction before two juftices and
¢ five freeholders, be punifhed with DEaTH ‘or confine-
¢ ment ta bera fabekr for life, or otherwile, as the fid
¢ juitices and frecholders fhall, in their difcretion, think
proper to infift; provided fuch Rriking or confligh be
 not by command of his or their owners, overfeers, of
¢ perfons intrufted over them, or, in the lawful defencs
¢ of their owners' perfons or goods.”

The former law was to this effisf, ¢ Striking or dnTng
£ vielence to a white pérfon (except by command of their
¢ mafter or employer, or in defence of his perfon ar
¢ poods) punifhable at the difcretion of two juftices and
L Eu-ee freeholders according to circumftances.®  Wh
didﬂ:rpmlsnt I-:I;Il.w make the foregoing unmietm'rut, u.ni'

{uppoling the [amaica ne o be s well difpol=d a5
shcrﬁ: ﬁgﬂlrbﬂﬂm] mnrﬁj addition to lhtpofonnu
powers of the juftices and frecholders, which, though
termed diferetionary, I take it for granted, did not ex-
tend to life? Tt will be Gid that e would be improdent
to relax pemal at the ame Gme that prefaffing laws, or
rather the femblancer of protefting laws areenalled, This

*® Hiftory of Jamalca, wels 2. pa 495
muy
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may be.partly trus, in'Tamaica; but I contend that, in
any caley it is unjulk to increalt a mnimmmt to'a depree
fo infinitely’ difproportionate to offence.  And who
will fay, that DEaTi, or, for aught that appears, 2 worfe
unilhment, even confinement to bard (e {in the
]j:mm'eu. fende ) for life, i not infinitely difproportionate
to the erime of barely friking, perhaps onl Lifeing' a hand
to ward off the flroke of & tyrane, in the very aft of
cruelty . From what T knew of the general tempers of
flaves, 1 am perfuaded, that the rigid execution of this
bleady elaufe will but tend toagpravate the evil it isin-
tepded to remedy.

By the law of Barbadoes (with the fame exceptions as
above] ¢ If any flave fhall offer any viclence to a Chrif-
£ tian, by firiking, or the like, fuch Nlave fhall be, for the
£ fucdt: offence, feverely whipped, by order of the jufkice
¢ complained to; the information to be given upon
¢ oath ;. forghe fecond offence. he (hall be wj:ipfcl!, his
¢ nale flity and be branded in the fice with a hot iron; for
¥ the third offence he fhall receive fuch greater punifmene
* a3 _the Governor and couneil thall think meet to in-
©Hif."® None of thels punifhments, whipping perhaps
excepted, have been infliéted in Barbadoes, [ had almaft
faid, in the memory of man. But we have feen (p. 21.)
that, in a certain other ifland, 2 negro o Fir rivhe Dand
fior ftriking a failor, though no fuch offence had, for many
years, been committed.  Sir, the man who would attemne
to juftify this punifhment deferves not to breathe Briti
air | . "The unmerciful tyrant who pronounced the harrid
fentence ought himielf to have experienced the wufenkable
fofi of a right fand !

But why, itmay be p‘l:gc&td, do T mention the mitiza-

tion of laws which, in Barfadses, except in capinal cafes,
I own are generally executer with mercy ! And ought
not thofe laws, for prudential reafons, Ml to hang,
#erroremsy over the lives and limbs of the negraes? Thele
chjcctions I m.ight anfwer by afking, Whether the Bar-
Badians ever had any good feafon to repent of their lenity ¢
And whether far be .the oaly principle which a&uates

# Moy Bai ol 5o Hall's abridgs pi o,
tha
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the breafts of flaves? But where bad laws are |n furel,
bad confequences will follow them 3 for there will alwn
be found men difpofed to take advantage of them. Wit-
nels the cafe of M. apainft A. in which, under the finftion
of & barbarous and half forpotten law of Barbadoes, a
violent attack was made on :;!;m- perional liberty even of a
Jree born Ewgliftman, who had long fupported » good
charafter in that ifland, and ‘in wim%’e behalf that mofk:
promifing young barrifter, Mr. SxeeTE, fo nobly diftin-
guithed himfelf. If fuch ftatutes can be proved to be
unpecefliry; no caufe can be thewn why they thould not
be repealed; of secommodated to the milder (it of thal
who are interefted in their exccution, and the confiqent
civility of thole'on whom they are to operate. The black
code of Barbadoes was evidently enafted by men lefs
humane than their prefent pofterity, and fe minds
were incomparably lefs enlightened.  The negroes, then
moftly Africans, would be refraftory, or ®favage) in

roportion to the harhnels with which they were treated.
Eimr:c harfh laws were thought necellary to reftrain them.
The crime and the punifhment of witcherafe were the
offspring of ignorance and cruelty. What 'an ape wis
that which' faw the gravelt charéters of 2 nation enofk
laws againft phantoms of ‘crimes conjured up by their
own barbarifm || "The reafon, if fome of ther' ever had
any reafon, of certain laws: of Barbadoes, hath evidently
ceafed ;3 and thofe refpedtable perfons, in that ifland, who:
wilh them to give place to flatutes more becoming the
moft ancient, humane and polithed Weft Tndiar colony
ever poffefled by the freelt nation upon earth, do certainly
confult the {afety, as well a5 ‘the honour of their litle
commumity.

We trufty, the day is faft a;i,mwn y when, adopt-
ing the maxims of a milder pohicy, mlﬁgiﬂamm of all
the Britith ilflands, ‘in the Weilk Indics, will voluntarily
purge their' codes of injuftice and :rucl?'- E Meceffity,
¢ the tyrant's plen,'® which is urged in {uppore o®fome
of their laws, exifts only in the timid imaginationsf@ihot
to fay the guilty confcizhces of thofe who oppole a more

B8 And with swelity nle tpracs’s plra
*Excys'd bls devili ﬂﬂu‘w 3 U MitTos.

K humana
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humane fiftem. To repeat the fiwificant words of the
humane editor of the Barhadoes luws, © if faves were
* treated with more humanity than they gemerally are,’
Even the :-xiﬂcd.i-:n:}r of all fanguinary fiatutes “would
guickly vaniih,

I have the honour to be, fc.

LoRE ST AT ER XVIIL.
4.1 R,

GNE great obitruflion to the eperation of the eanfoli-
dated law profefledly caleulated to protet the per-
fons of flaves, is that (fo'far a5 I can learn) it allows not
the evidence of negroes, even of fuch as may have fox
a murder committed, to have any place at all in convict-
ing white criminals, Ibeg I may not be mifunderftood.
1 do not think it would be prudent, in the prefont ftate of
things, to make the evidence of 3 negro equivalent to
that of a white perfon ; but, is there no medinm between
allowing the evidence of negroes that weight, and allaw-
illg it me poripde at all ¥ Are thofe un'h.npp],r MEn never to
be l:wn.l':dr.'rocfl'n any other light than that of ¢ brutes who
¢ want difcourfc ofyrcnfnn i* Might not the teltimony of
two or more negroes. be made equivalent to that ef one
white perfon i ‘Ihey are known to believe im, and on
folemn oecafions, or when [uffering unjultly, they never
Fail to appeal o * the preat God above, who knows the
* truth,” They onivedally look, beyond the graye, for 2
ftate of retribution, with a fieadinels which may put many
of their oppreffors to thame. Their oath, on a negro
Efe, is fo very facred among them, that, in cales of
#uqr, they abfolutely pine to death, a confequence
ich does not always follow that crime, in the moft
enlightencd nations., Such are the prineiples they luve
‘brought with them from Africa. Thale of - them who
ﬂ:flftﬂ Chriftinnity might fwear on the evangelifts, and
farther f-r.:::urit}', 0N & NEEro prayve.— L his doélrine,
though
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ﬂm&h tacitly favoured by a very fenfible writer in ons of
the Barbadoss papers mey 1 know will nerally
be reprobated as very wild and very d:ngﬂm oétring
anid it muft be acknowledged that wiile awners have the
power of extorting from their flaves by tarture or by
threats; any declaration which may be agreeable to them-
felves, it would not be fale to reduce fich doftrine to
practice.—Nilerable, horrid condition, which to be tho-
roughly reformed, muft be otterly annihilated | if indeed
a man, in the midit of this great and free metropalis,
and in the year elghty right, may venture to mention the
gradual annihilation of BRITISH SLAYERY.

To what extent it i3 prafticable to reconeile validi
of teftimeny with a flate of unconditional flavery, it is
not my province o determines; bur I am elearly of o=
nion, Tihat, till the'evidence of negroes n.g-a,in!{ whites,
thall-be allowed fzme degree of force, all the laws which
the wilfdom of man can devife will ‘be found incompetent
to protect them ;- and That till they fhall be n]'ﬁagml[,r
protedied, every plan calculated materially tof improve
their condition and their minds will be found inadequate
to it's end @ for it cannot be expefled that any nFPﬁjl';ﬂ
and injured people will readily embrace the religion of
their fyranis,

To the extenfion of fome other r{El:u ar rather ;ﬁr#ﬂ'-

ratory femblances of rights o the Weft Indian flaves, I
think it impoffible for any man to nb_ir&, who does not
wilh that Er fhould always be confidered and treated
merely a5 paflive inflruments of labour, Tt has ever been
my opinion, Sir, that ﬂ:ﬁm—ﬂjdcn:: Thould not only, as
at prefent, be valid againit negroes; but that all crimes
of negro.againft nepro fodld be tried by a jury of ne-
groes ;- their verdidt, fa afl cafer, to be confirmed or re-
verfed by a white jury. In many cales, pegroes would
comé more salily at the truth than white men. [ do not
fay, That' this would diffminate among them the feeds
u?’ml:ni diftinction, for thofe feeds are already implanted
in their breafts; as in thole of all other mén. It would
do ‘more z it would make them fesl their di ity as ra-
tional® beings, and repder them. extremely [ﬁiﬂﬂmu af
improvement ; for nene but regular men and- ebrifion

Kz o dhoald
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fhould be admitted as jurors. I do not fee why fome of
the enlightened fres mngua. and there are many of that
defeription, might not act as conflables, in the ahove cales,
in fubordination towhite conflables, = Bus this office, as
it now ftands, fome of them would diflike, as confidering
themfelves (though they dare not fay fo) the fuperioes of
many of the whites who exereife it. My, I donot fay all,
for very decent men are fometimes forced to a8t as cone
ftubles, by ill-natured juftices.

Black jurors and. black conflables! This propofition
I know will be confidered in the Welt Indics, as treafon
to the ficred Majﬂllg of a white fkin. T fec the fareaftic
%ﬂln of ridicule and the m:l].iﬁﬂ:lnt fcovw] of alperity already
ormed. - Afperity to individual men (not individial criel-
ties and abfurdities) T will not willingly deal in; but ri-
dicule I will mot feruple o retort,. 1 dare, however,
promile my propofition a- candid hearing from fisveral re-
dpetable perfons in Barbadoes ; and particularly from a
certin humane and enlightened gentleman, on whofe
eftate’ all black offenders are regularly tried by a black
Jjury, and, I have been told, with the beft effedts.. Their
tences, which are fometimes very fevers, are occafione
ally moderated by their owner, or changed into difgrace,
of which negroes are not naturally more infenfible than
white men.,

1 have the honour to be, &,

"

LIE T UTSE R XVL
SIR,

IN cafe the flave trade is abolithed, the public may ex-

pect to hear very lamenmble accounts, indeed, from
the Weft Indies, "It will be afirmed, that, for want of
new. negroes, the eftates are abandoned and that agri-
culture is mapidly declining in the Ifands, juft as it was
fome years ago :Ermnd that they could not exift withoue
- the American trade.  The fubenfion and ﬁminmi:gw:f the

Tifdg
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Anerican trade. ebliged dbe plomters o be-at fome paing in;
ﬂi@h_ﬁmfﬁnn{} the aholition of the African trade will |
ge them 4 reife megreer, With what juftice the decline
of a;ﬁ:u]tu:t will be amtnbuted to the abalition or re-
ftriction of the flave trade we may judge, before hand,
by attending to the following raph taken from the

Jamaiea gazette of Dec. 1. :1&;.

¢ A peptleman of wveracity, who lately loft the north
¢ fide, aflures us that no lefs than theae sewn far oo
¢ which have been fettled within thefe few years, in the
¢ neighbourhood of Buff-bay; were lately threton ap drd
¢ ghandamed, and that the feme member wnderient the firme
¢ faie, within thele few months, ncar Port Antonig, 3
£ friking proof of the decline of agciculture, which will,
¢ moit afluredly, drawafter it a decline of fhipping and
& navigation.

To what caule or caufes, the evil here mentioned may
be owing, I pretend not to fil.;'. Certainly. it is not
owing, to the abelittan of the lave’trade, Whether it may
not rather be afcribed, to the feferation’ of that trade, the

ublic will be able to judge, when they perufe the Follow—
i quotation from :fu.— judicious author fo often before
IEF:INEI to=—"*"T'o augment sur negres therefore by procre=
¢ atfor, we muft endeavoar to remedy thofe sl (M. B.
not frremedioble evils] © which smpeds l;lrfrg.'?rnf: it's na-
e tural effefl.  And, to conclude, if the suaffe of thafe ssen
€ heuld becsme ol the price af them uuu-&f{u 3 and the

fame anmual demand’ might be kept up, by extending
our plantations, which is now prodiced by the merfality
of thefe people; eftates would be gndun]f}*'wdl ftocked
and rendered more Hourithing, and the circumibapces
of the planter would be tunlfl:r changed for the better.
The purchafe of new negroes is the myfl chargeable article
atiending heft offater, and the true furce of the c!‘r'f:{:
wnder tokich ke swmers fuffer; for they involve

wom R R R R AR

felves o d.:cpl.i,- in debt, to make thefe inconfidernte

3

purchafes, and lofe fo many, by difeafle, and sther means,
 in the feafoning, that they become unable to make godd
¢ their engagements, are plunged in law-fuits and aqxi::}',
¢ while, for want of fome prudent regulations in the hul-
¢ banding of their - ftock, aod promoting it's increafe, by

K3 saturak
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¢ ndtural means, they entail upon themflves o neceffity of -
¢ drawide perpetual recruits of unferfoned Africans, tha
& t?m:-: of which forms ‘only a new addition to their *
£ debts and dificulties,’*

Ag, in Algebra, the addition of a negarive quantity ta
an offirmative, diminifhes thae affirmarive, and a5 in
Swift's time, in the arithmetic of the Cufloms, 2 and 2,
inftead of making 4, frequently made anly 15 fo; in the
arithmetic of flavery, every addition & mew neproer hatk,
I:;- loig dnd fatal experience, been foond th operate as a
diminition of laves, and confequently of Areprrdy. Bar_
badoes, for example, in 1676, contained about 105,000
flaves.  The adirion of Africans, fines that riod, hath
ofily ferved to reduce their numbers to abeut 0,000, that
is’ [Tuppofing only 1ooo Africiie to have been anrually
imported, for 100 ¥enrs) 160,000 f 100,000 —— o000,
an equation which. na’ rule given by Mewton or
IMELaurin' will reach; but which may cafily be folved by
the principles laid down by Do&or Frapklin and' M7
Hume.® Tt would be rdicolous to afk when, at this
mate, the illands will be focked with Muves:  The truth
15, that the abolition of the flave trade, by remeving the
primiry caufe of depapulation, will promute the jnereafs
of megroes i the Welt-Indies, (i the plantet’s pro-

ity it will operate as the fubtrafisg & &fr, which s the
Em.- thing as the eddition of pai,

Happy is the people who fee their own interefls in the
proper point of light ; but fuch is the imperfeftion of bt
man nature, that there does not, pertiaps, exift, that nation
ar that clafi of men, who have never bien tesrified by chi-
merds engendered in their own imaginations, Tr iz well
known that the happy union of thefe kin doms was dreadad
by many, as a meafure pregriant with riln, Many real and
many pretended patriots ifted o affefied to pre-
dict the downfal of Britain and the aggranidizement of
America, from their Eparatiop—eyesits which, for aughe
that has fince T_I-PPL“MEI{“I.I‘I: yeb at a very great diftarice,

* mringnid;{lmﬂu, val. 81 b g7

+ Hee o' ¢ thoughts om the peepling of esumtrles,® and
Rume's * Efflay on the popoloofhiefl of ancient sationy,’ to both of whichi
we bavg bees (5 much m:hudg i

and
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and which the prefent pheenomena of the commercial and
puliti:-l, worlds evidently contradict, The conduik of
the Wit Indians, who, overlooking the fertile foil they
trod, cried out, fome years age, that they would all be
ftarved, for want of the American trade - that of the
partics, in both kingdoms, whe were diffatishied with the
late well con commercial treaty between Britain
and France; that of our ancient Barons and of the pre=
fent Polilh grandees: refpedting thieir vaffals (fee p. 89.)
in a word the prefent dread of immediate ruin: which
ditates all the meafures'of the planters and the Liverpool
merchants, refpedting the flave tade, are all inftances of
papular infatuation, anly to be equalled by the former mad
fits of Knsehing Fobm,® who, on every trifling occafion,
would rin wild about the city crying out * Oh1 Sirs, we
& {hall all be deftroyed.  Maid, wife and widow will be
¢ ravilhed; for the Great Mogul has got as far as White
« Chapel, and I faw the Fope in# brandy-thop in Wap-
¢ ping !l
1 have the honour to be, .

LR T TUENR VRIR,
§ 1R,

I AM forry I forgot to communicate to you earlier, a
pallage which comes paintedly home to our prefent
fubjeft, and perfedtly coincides with the remarks [ have
made on the confolidated flave-law of Jamaica, and which
I am happy to find are agreeable o ¢ the opinion of one
¢ of jts framers,” This paffage is taken from the fispple~
ment to the Kingfton Journal of March B, 1788, printed
by Bennet and Dickion.

¢ We fhould be happy to witnels the cfficacy of the

¢ lately paffed confolidated fave-law.  That of weuld

& prove comtradifiery was the opinien of ane of 15 framers;
# Stz Tale of a Tub.

K 4 & and




(152 )

€ and that it will be found waafd lamentably deficient i our
¢ fitm belief.  The sorech 1 :“;ﬁ forpr
¢ difirraced m;g?‘m.u Ml cantimie @ thary in the Jfoede af

* manity.® | They cannst be received at the work-houfo
*among healthy flaves from principles of felf-cvident
¢ policy ; but that, for tlhis reafon, they Thould be expafend
S35 urry extrome mifery is not quite fo clear, This lawe,

¢ dngompetent ay it iK imPuwers the juitices anid velt to
¢ laya tax an the inhabitants for the purpofe of buil ing
“a place for theie reception. Tl this: enr b done,
¢ we thirk no fenfible mind would object to the hire of
¢ fome houfs for thajr prefent thelter, !

You fee, Sir, the Ppors before me furnifh bath text
and comment of this law, | intirely apree with the
fpirited  priniters of the iboye paflage,” and 1 fincerely
thank them for theip humane attenrion to the mafk
wretched of the human lpeeies.  “Thar all lawrs which
can be emdled to propedt oratures whofe  teflimony
apaintt their apprefiors is whall invalid, who ‘are conz
ﬁﬁ-:n:d and treated a5 mere heg &.of burden, and whofi
places, when they fink into an untimely grave, con (reedily
die filled up from g diflant conmtry—chat all fuch A
fay, will ‘ever be found * moft lamentably deficiens, in-
competent, and contradiflory,’ {s noe only my * firm be-
Vief! but it is my firm conviflion, a conviftion produced
not fo much .l theory as by fudt ang obfervation. T
fuppofe it otherwife would be to give our colonifts credip
for a degree of virtue whick the experience of 1] apes
and nations tells us is feldom Or never to be fund Am o
mes. It would be to belisva them when, in effect, they
Fyy ' We own that no man eupht to be trufted with uns
limited power, The power ﬂFk:'ltgs themielves ouphe o
be fricty defined and limiteg by the laws | but it is not

roper that the power of g planters. over our negroes
ould be thus iiLnilde.r We have a'law within our
own breafts & whic uperfedes  the. neceffity of an
mitations, © This breatt-law, ndj’ :
by the impending terrars of the confelidate
law, will procedt negroes as effechually a5 negroes oughe

= Mr, wr-:rm.t{?: reat 8 fyllable abeue & weeicheg neproe:’ difs
B

gragiag the Brests of Kinglng, or *ny other towa in Jamiicat
T Apalogy far negrn Oaveryy p- gfis

ig
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be protefted.’ - But fuch pretences will fearce] fati

rﬁfmming public, wha will judge for r}mm!'duur unﬂr
degree of prateltion which fever can expe® from laves
framed by their inveterately prejudiced swomers whe are
at ance degifators, secntars, _,r'n'.n"ﬂu, JEPIET, Parties and s
niffer. “The little prote@ion flaves enjoy muft depend,
and does depend, more on the fpirit of particular o

than: on fuch laws ss we have been confidering, which
are botter calculated to make a tranfient nojje in the
woeld and afterwards to lie dead or dormant in 2 fatirea
book, and perhaps to miflead inattentive perfons,  wwhe
never have refided in the Well Indizey than to afford any
effedhual, any tolerable, degree of fecurity to the perfuns
and to the lives of Naves,

I'have now extrafted from the ]amicaﬁﬂ:er? in my
relative 1o

pofieffion, every materinl particular I can
the treatment.of the Naves. in that ifland,

The caufes of the rapid decreafe of the flaves i
Jamﬂm. affigned by the ve intelligent hiftorian- of thag
tland are—1, * The venereal taint.” [ never underfbond
that this difeale is more fital to negroes. than to  whies-
but of this-and the other phyfical caufes of decreafe candid:
ph[j.'ﬁcinns are the enly comipetent judzos, "—g, « Yaws.?
The author fays that © experience proves that when, Jefe
* to nature, and the ufe of Aour of brimfane 1o keep the
* humesr in o conflant climination towards the ikin, it
¢ pradually wears off in about thres ri." I eannat
tiay to what precife extent this dig:f; provailss © hue
cleanly, creole people are ‘mor much fubject to i i
Barbadoes 5 nor ean it by.any means: b Jullly reckoned

® Ofche few things peeullar to thiy difeafe In ghe W Indles, 1654
& peshapi the miolt Eogular that it Suld ax the profeat day, b mres |
¥ frogarst, in @ eountry foppofed originally to haye produced i, “ehin B
.20y part of Esrape’~¢ In gav patients sdmisted bato the Bafeal of
" the rzd regiment thess werp caly imps with yenerea) complaligs and;
“ In'the othee hafpitalyy the Eivale wis Bt mare Frequant.’ . Oby, P
the difeafes of the army s Janaica by Jouw Hodrew, M. D, F, B 5,
snd Phyf. tuhr._mu:r. P :gq_.. .

® The venereal Sifsafe In freqeent in Aficag but 1z always eaniy
¥ocureds' Mutthewa's vayage oo Sfeera Leose, po 136

& gengral
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a ereral canfe of depopulation.®—4. ¢ The fmall-pox.”
I never, in my lif, underftood fh;:li;r. the nepross fuffer
more from the fmall=pex than the whites, A friend "of
mine: brought thirty  negrocs  through  this diforder, b
inoculutior, without any Jafs and comparatively wit
little  medieal afiiflanee. -1 have heard of incomparably
greater fueesls,  Our auther indeed only mentions © this
€ ag one principil caule of depopulation which exifted
¢ lses= before inoculafion was brought into peneral ule,
Eowhieh was noe o dpo® His book wiis printedin 1774,
and refers to'the fhité of things about the year :rjrlfrg..—-
4+ * The removal of negross from o diy to 4 damp fitu-
t ation; from a foith fidé to ‘o north fide panth."—
¢ Even the ereoles do pot bear ‘thefe removals  from
% places where, pr::i‘::rs, they have refided from the time
& of their birth, - Amd it 15 mcopcelvable what numbers
¢ have perithed in confequence of the fe for the récdoeg
of debtry which parimsts iproes fo be levied en and fild o
vendie. By this means thyy are Sreguently tern from their
natiue [paty their dearef conneffionsy avd trangferred into
ot frtaeion wnadafted fe ihéir bealth, lnbsuring wrder difs

eonitenty bl co-sperates with ehames of flece wnd div-

< eovmyerreces 18 ertent thicr froen” This: deffradtive évil
ils alfoin Barbadoes @ and proves how litle the feel-

ings of the negroes are confulted by the Welt Indian
Iwws.. Thus the being ATTACHED TO THE S01L & molk
grievous circumitines attending the Polifh and RufRan

0 The yaws 7 Ta Infefllous, amd, ke che fmall-pag, never aftacks 2
+ werfon nodecond time. /Bt 1s eemmunicated by contadh, moit commaonly
© jn the fame wey that the venereal difeafe is'==t If 2 nepro thar bas
& coa'trafted thia difecder; be put In circem®anices Fevoarable 1o generl
# ealih e B e oliiped 1 wPerks fF be & ailfved & pold ety and if be
& b kept cledn by freguent walinge, it will men 1t°s courfe sndy after
# {lme intirely difsppear’=The * yaws br a difarder not petulier to the
S negreesy for feveral of the foldiern were aflstied with it Dr.
Hun'ter's 04 ps 306 308

 Thapgh they [the negrots) sre nok eatirely exempted from them
L ,Iflrmﬂq ey (uffer infinirely lefs than the Esropeans.’ There was tha
* frangeft of thii in the negross whe were fene slong with the
& proegs ageiglt Fort St Juan, of whom feareely eny dicd, althoagh fow
& ur nost of the feldless furvived the czpeditios.” D, Huntars O

P gt Palmawary ofumpriees razely oniglmte In [Jamaicss ide o

a0
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walnlars, would 2fbually be ' great relick, a t bl
i.fﬂ—mgr':ﬁr half & millian n-fgmr_n cxiftin gu:%ﬂn the
Britilh' dominions!—s. ©Some planters think it poad
& Fﬂ,‘;_',r to quarter their new negroes among the ald

citled anes ; bur thefz hofts gem:rall!f make their guets
* pay dear for their ]ndgi and maintenance, I'ur:inz

¢ them to be hewers 'of wood'and drawers of water,an
¢ in fhort impofing on théit {gnarance withoot meafifre
t or mercy, until they fink under the cppreffion.’—6.
¢ The inroduftion of too many reeruits at onee’ has
¢ often proved faml to them.'—7. ¢ The women' da not
¢ breed Mere ds ‘in Africa’; for, in fhort, e Has never
¢ been the planter’s carne to proportion ‘the didmber of
¢ females’ to males."—8. € Worms' are extremely fatal to
¢ children in this climite, and deftroy mere thaw sny sther
C 416'1:(:?.;;}.’ Are worms mare fatal o children‘in the Wt
Indies than in Africa, or bo negroes than' o whites f—
g. * Others frequently perifh by what is called here -
€ folling, which is catfid by & 'tetention of the mecinium,
Ehy et Feaping the infont fiffeently warm” TRRRG dre
not kept fuﬁ:imﬁlf warm: in Barbadoes aiy miore than
they ‘are in Jatudics, at leafl, after the month—1al
¢ Moft of the black women are very fubject o obitruc-
¢ tions,«from what caufe, I will ‘not prefume tofay; but
¢ perluips they miny be, aferibed’ in part, to their ufing
¢ reffringent baths or walhing themfelves in'cool witer,
¢ at-improper periods.’,  Let the faculty determine, whe-
ther the difeafes here alluded o, if indeed they'be moré
commen among black than white females, may not be
¢ afcribed in party” votheir gettong ot or flecping in damp
huts; dfter exeeffroe terh in ahot and moilt Slimates  In
the wet ‘{ealon the® negrefes very frequently fuffer thels
unwhaolefome vicifitudes,—1 1. ¢ Child-hirth s not o
¢ 'dalyasin Africa, and mihy childeen are anniunlly def-
¢ troyed, a5 well as their mothers, By the unfkillfilnels,
¢ and abfurd management of the nepro midwives.” Then
why are not filful midwives or secsschewrs employped 1—
2. £ Thus we find there are various caules which pre-
¢ yent the multiplication of negroes on the plantations ;
¢ mot but that wafeeferable work may femetimes be gdded
¢ o the ik I oroft my readers are convinced, 23 I am,
it dﬂ'l#'tla'ig]ll o,‘ipr-ﬁm and craelly miy very oiten ke
; } added.
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added ‘to the lift: 2 T will not deny™ continues aur aw.
thor, “that thole negroes breed the belt whole labour i
¢ leaft and eaficlt.  “Thus the demaffic ne 2 have more
< children than thofe on the penus s and the later tho
¢ thofe employed on fugar plantations.” T will add, that
the domeftic faves in Barbadoes and thofe belanging to
thie middling and the lower claifes of whites are 25 prolific,
a5 healthy and long lived as any people I cver faw,®

Of thels caufes of depopulation the ik, 2d; 4d and 8th
may be called phyfical : the 4th, sth, 6th, 7th and r2th
are owing wholly to mifmanagement and 2 bad law ; and
of thefe; the gth and 6th affett Afican negroes enly. Tn
the gth, 1oth, 11th difeafe and milmanagement are com-
bined.  The ]:hipﬁcﬂ caules muft be lefe to the faculty,
whn will f::am:g be of opinion, That, independent of
mifmanagement, hunger, appreflion and croclty, the difeafes
ta which Africans are more partcularly fubjeét are fuf-
ficient to aecount for the unfa.mll:l:cd and enormons wafke
of the fpecies in the Weft Indies. I it thould be pre-
tended that Afriean difeafes depopulate the Weft Indies,

wo would have 3 right to alk, Why they do not depopu-
lape Africa itfelf

® Thare art many nrgross in Narbadosn with off the marks of etremes
ofd; age, grey haim not excepeed; which are thought by fome, o &g
mige pmang the blascks, Icannoe exaflly efcertaln wny of thels ngeeg
But 1 know 4 hosry haafed negre woman a great grazdmothes, who, |
think; murfeds and who furvlved, her very Indulgent miftvefs who dled
abaor the age of 63 Ia the fame family there wan an sneient Aftican
mazran whay By the bye (for 1 have jef 'mecollefted the shrcimitance)
when fhe got up in the morming, ofed to trace 8 eirele ramnd ber, oo
thee  Aoedy with ke Raper;) at the fame time, mutterlng fanething.
Op - my elking her the meaning of thi eersmony, the replied, ¢ Da for
*Gad" (4 That in'for Ged.®) - ¢ How, Mama, fild 1, does God live in
* Afrlen I* VKl | Mails." faid fhe, § God na a1l shoue® (* Serangs | Sirs
* In mot God every. where ') - On the cftase of a cereain humane snd
refpeikabln porfon, I remember ai-old African men, from hls farm of
ben=dlAinn, which wiy, % God in 2’ top, God o /' betiem blefs you
* Maffa Do cur falhfenabie philafophers fpeak mese nebly of the
Being wha filk all fpace § er will their favoogite orang outangs ever ata
txin to fo fublime as idea 1 panticulardy recalls@ feveral other yestrahle
Sreatlabrurs who certainly do Infialts eredic 1o their owners,  Sir Heng
Shaars knew blecka in ]'l:mlit:. 120 years obds 8 Whea ald ape ki fena-
* dered hin farthee evections afebels, ol buery beaded Sowdfmry broomes
% wften the pyptaker of Hberey,'  MUBEros's Qe 5

" The
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The propagation of vegetables, of the inferior antmals
and of men, , in fvoursble circumftances, u1|i,1,-:1{;u],r
proceeds in pesmctrical pregrefom.® By an unvaried
Inw of nature they continue to multiply till countries are
fo fully replenifhed; with people,, for example, that they
interfers with each’ others® means of fubfiftence. . Then,
but mot till then, is a natural limit put to the farther in-
creafe of the {pecies in fuch countries.  Heavy taxes and
bad laws alio check that increafe. The difficulty of
maintaining families difcourages martage.  Thus man
perfons remain fingle, and leave no iflug; or thdy emi-
grate to countries which want people, and which, in theie
turm, becomie repleniftied with inhabitants, o

chce

® 0t Mor isie necelfary” (fays Dr, Franevin) © to bisg-13 forelgners
¥ o fill up any sxcafionil yacanzy in 3 coustey § for fech vacancy (if tbe
¥ faqwp see poad ) will foan be filled by natural proratioa. Wha esn now
® find the vecancy mude fn Sweden; Fragee or other waslike natlons, by
 the plague of beroifm 48 yeass ago 3 18 Feance by 1Be expulfion of ks
* proteflants in England by the festlemest of ber colonler, oris Gure
¢ BEA by 100 peary exgacravze o [ewen rbar bas dlarkewed  hall America *
—& Wy the face of the path yecant of sther plants, ft might be gra-
& duslly fewed and overfjerad; witkene kind ealy, 23 for inflance, with
* feancl; and were it empty of other inhsbicznts i might In'a fow apes,
¢ ke peplendfbed, fhom o= patlen oaly, as for Inftance, with Engllt-
mtn=—Thuy there are fuppeled tobe now (A Da 1741) wpwardy of
1yoeoyGoe of Englih fouls in North Amerjes, though, it 1y |h;u|]1 ta
frarce 3ojoc0 have bean brought cver fra.  Thin miilian doobling,
feppole bat gmte [n 2g years, will, in asother centary, Ba mose than
tho people of England.'—1In fize; 8 well wopwlend nation is like o poly-
pusj take away a limb, its plice @ foon fupplicd § cut Bt in twe, and
each deficieht pare Ball fpesdily grow oot of the pirt remalalsg.
‘Thoughts on the Pespling of Cousntries.

4 The pospln of Wew England have all slong doabled thele numbesy
4 gncein =g yean.'—" Dhecron Hxnenees oblirves that, in Mudelra,
i ghe inbabitaary double thelr own nnmbem In £y year® Priee on
Annoltieny piacg, Serallo v or Lawey b a3s ch 36 and Smel-
Ie's Borron, v. 20 P 16 .

About 70 years apsy a Oelses fhip was Brasded on the iland of Se.
Wiscent. ' The polterity of the negrors who got on thoee, known by the
mame of the Brace Cuanaran, notwithitandiag the walling wars they
bave foflained to maletila thels jedepeabence,; il ameunt, a3 lam
sredibly lafermed, to between 2000 and goee.

€ Afeer the decifive viflory gaieed over the Spanfasds in J=maica,
* thair megroes' (the Maxens) ! kil centinved very trooh P
* The EMOLIAN, procared fisic Haod-baade dad M;d;&.-ﬁ blacks file woidd
& dusfly, Having sugmented tioir wambors L? Fricreirin, and by fugitive
4 Barery they conneed to diflsefi ohe Wland for aboukigy year, Beld
LI 114
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Hence the world was originally peopled from one
hiiman' pair,® and, after the i-]u y from the family of
Noah, Hence the valt increafe of the Iiraelites, even in
a flate of bondage. ¥  Henes, in modern times; the
altonithing n:u]tj[ﬁiﬁm:im.of European men, animals and
vegetables in America, and of the potatoe, and perhaps
other American vegetibles, in Europe.  Hence an over-
plus of people in fome countries, as in Switzerand and
other European countries, and, in fpite of all obftruétions,
in Arnica. Hence blick cantle, fheep, &c. afford o
valt'an averplus for the food of man.  Hence the great
miresfe of fisck in Famnica T and, to give no more in-
flances of fo notorious a truth, hence the incrcal'e]]vnfmc

LACK

% ett againft forcy vimes thelr namber’—4 and ar bempth were'ahle to pot
# 2n ead to the Rruggls by @ sty of peace the mare demsirable to them,
®ankt eonfitmed the full epjorment of that fredie for which they had
* i Joog and o odlllnmely contended. =t Theie negress, althaugh in«
¢ habiting more towns than at finfl, sre diminifhed In their number by
¥ deathn, and eobatiarion wlth flrids s rhe plaiesizes, infbesd of intér.
* mixing with cich othes'—' The whole neinter (oF-Marons) in all tke
Yibaweiy b et acpmeried mch beyend the sbove lift in 1748, Léxoh
Hifl. of Jam. ¥ 1s pe 134, 278, 270 and v 2. p. 339, 4% 347 145,

*® By cabealation, it sppeary, that geyeceoroon of peaple [fuppafed o
be about the prefent number of the ‘whole human reee) might be pro-
duzed in gud years (nearly) from ene pairy unlfosmly doubling their nym-
bers every a g yeam, or, which s the fame thing, incresfing, =niformby,
at the apparently flow rato of (rearly) 3 per cant. por Bnaiim.

4 ‘The lira=lites, Mhartly sfier thelr egeels au of Egppt and 458 yrarg
aifter the yocatles of Abrabam (fee Jafephun bo 2. ch, 5. Bp Patrick on
Exed. and Playfaic's chranol, p. g4} smeunsed ta a5 5o, ¥ from twenty
* years old asd wpwards, all that were ablz g0 po forth oo war, [Maum.
che v, ver, 4B, I, following Dr. Halley. and Mr. Kerfeboom, we ae-
eognt the fighting men e have boen'abont oke-Fourth of the whole, we
may eltimate thelr number at ateur gegssrcoo man, wemen isd chile
dren. ' 1f 0y the pofterity of Abraham, by hi grandfon Faced; mult have
doabled their mumber ia 21 ytary and 3-10tks of & year, nearly.” Byt
ify with Bp. Patrick, we foppofe, thet they smoanted oely ta 1*goo-ooo,

all mges. we fhall B fed that they doubled their nambers in 23
arky == This apprurimation to wha® we know hath taken placs
E modern timel, st the fams tme that 1o evinees the camearative

eidéncls of the Eff?ﬂiin bandegs, i ® ‘posd internal proof of the trath

of the Mofalc hiftery,' Im thiv 1ef wiew, the sathor humbly thinks
whia and fimilas inquisics worthy of the stiention of the leapned,

1 The fncreafe of ftock fn Jamaizs, ecelafive of about Brooe head
“faughuered “""ﬂf' It eampoted at 38-coo'hend perannum, See the
Loswwal Chros, ef Jan. 5, 1788, Thus, we for, thees 35 0o wast of
cattle 1= Jamisica for food and libear; but we fearthe plough e nat @

{ wnlverfally
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“Brack Cuaraissin St Vincents, of the Manoxs in
Jamaica, wnd of negre flaves when well treared on many
of the eftates in the Welt Indies.*—T hat, on the whole,
negro faves decreale, b a deplorable exception to the
generil procedure of natire,

I cannor colleft authentic data on which to found a
comparative view of the wafte of human lile in the dif-
ferent European colonies in the W. Indies; and I in-
dulge not in conjelture: But the Rollowing particulars
will convey 2 general idea of that melancholy fubjedt.
According to a French account, publifhed by uul:horilg',.
o lefs than Boccon ARicans had beenimported into the
French part of 5t. Domingo, in g6 ypears ending in 1974,
of whom there then remained onlyago=ooo, viz. 1507800
Africans and 140000 creoles, thefe lalt being the whole
pofterity of Gsorcoo Africans. Dusing the fix years,
immcdia:cl¥ preceding 1774, the number imported into
the fame colony was 103000 and 61+000 had been born,
priking topether 1640728, of wham, in that year, there
remained in-all, only 4orooof.. A certain ‘pentleman
has favourcd me with a copy of a M. 5. accountin his
pofleffion, of all the negroes and cartle, with the taxes
raifed on them; in the feveral parithes of Jamaica, in the

eniveefally adopted, an it Ghonld hay asd whe wauld think of feeding
negroes on freth mesar, wiile indifferear falt provifioas can be Imported,
at oy price? ® The iland s well lupplied with provifens of every
+ kind, and could r.;.'i#- mife more thep faflicient for the inhabifants 3
¥ but the cultivation of the fugar-eane b 0 luerativey that ENEFY EXET=
¥ glan In curmed chat way, apd mapy srticiey gm imported, which might
¢ eleber be predeced da the iflapd, or thelr soom fapplled witk sthen
* pysally good” Dwe Hunres's Obf op the If::E; af the ai:u:_r in
Jumaica, pe 20w LA

* Mro MiNerre (ObL pe 35.) awns thar ©ehers B cestalaly as
¥ deylay the faff, that negroes, it atteatimy will sk Iy gom -
* fderasly g dor, upen many of the obd sitates i this ifnd”  Jamaica)
* which hare oot esperienced rrowiition fres dobly o thaspe Piy
4 there zre Ten, sy fomstimes TwrsTy et for owE i
f bat that the fupply from pregagasian alane; i soy craomfaec, thould
¢ preclude the accelity of Imposting new faves, b a5 idea, whick,
¢ pleafing malt may-appeary eamnor, L em afvald be ddmlited.t 1 beave the
reader to fopm Bl awy judpment ﬂrlhh_aﬂ-ﬁmﬂﬁl:,“m :

4 This decreale Is it the rate of 23 per eents .nu-u"u, whith, Ia
QB yeuss (measly) would sedues the whele Ishablisnts of the globs

LQ ey
Yyears
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Yrars 1734, 1740 and 1745; alio of all the Naves i
ported in%? that ifland from March 28, 1713 to Dec. 1,
1745, [pecifying the number of flaves and vellels cach
0 Eum is paper, which s much too long to be
it'appears that thére were in Jamaica,

SLAVEE.
In 197345 — -_ T
Imported, from 1734 to 1730, inclufive, in
154 veflels, N :
ogroes — Gegq6
Ind.Fana 2

Deduft on the ifland 1740

Dicreafe in 6 years

On the ifland, in 1740 — 66239
Imported from 1740 to 1745, inclufive, in 163

veltls 367493

135:732

Deduéton the ifland in 1755 — 112%428
Diecreafein 6 pears —_ —_ 23304
—

Is does not appear what number of flaves were
on the ifland in 1713 ; but fuppoling there were
ne flever then on the illand, the number imported
in 33 years, iIEI?w vellels, is
egroes — 231534
Indians —_— — 1rg
Total — 22104
Dedut en the ifland in 1745 11243
Decreafs in 33 years - 100'321
— cvery ﬁ?ﬂj‘ﬂr! - 19'353

Ne
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Nao lefs than 27000 faves were introduced into Tamajea
in two years and a half ending in July 1766.% [n 1761
there were. on the ifland 146°000; in 1768 the numiber
was 166°604 4, increale 21-000; but in two years and a
half of this peried 27-c06 had been imported, and, if it be
confidered that the period including 1768 was the mofk
Rourilhing period of the flave u:dgr, 27000 maore will

robably. be much ted fmall an allowance for the other
our years and a half. Here then is a decreafe of at leaft

33'000.In 7 years.

According to Raynall + 8:000-000 or g-000%000 of
Africans hﬁh::n imported into all the Eurapean colonies,

in the new world previous to the year 1774 and their

wretched  remnants did not then amount to more than

1'400'000 or 1500°000. * The former number is very

probably equal to the whaole f:uu]sut:‘ucncnufmI'G1 Britain, or to

about one hundredth part of all mankind—the lateer alas |

falls fhort of the population of Scotland alone.—What

a homible picture of European iniquity is this] The

foremafl groupe compofed of the furvivin Africans,

famifhed, coversd with fears, and loaded with chaine— -
the gloomy back ground befmeared with the blood of the

extirpated American tribes |

Thefe rates: of decreale fur tranfcend the sfed of any
known caufe of depopulution; and, if univerful, would,
in a frw ages, exterminate the human race,. The
wietched policy of the feudal fyftem, unFivourable as
it was and, in lome countries, {ill is, to their multipli-
cation,|| did not exterminate, or treaten to exterminate,
the vaflals whom it oppreffed, S:ar-.—]ti', tempeils, vel-

canoes and earthquakes have not de ated thofe coun-
tries to which they. have been moft fata], ¢ Men,' fays a
learned writer, © will even INCREASE srder circumyfancer
* that portend to DECAY. The frequent wars of the
¢ Romans and many a thriving community, even the
f PESTILENCE and the MARKET fir suavas par nobile
fratrum!) ¢ find their fupply, if withews defiraying the

® Leng's Hif, of Jam. mol 2. e 4.
1. p. g33.
Hifts Fhil. et pol. £, £, Pe 25T,
St Core’s Travels [nea I:'-:Il:ndI:Eh




{ 162 )

¢ fame, the drain become regular,®—Btrange that Afriea
is not exhaufted l:].r$-£ﬂn flaves, while the iflands are
exhanfted by &n_;.r:f pem [ —Thus it would appear, that
all the ordinary and extraordinary caufes of depopulation
are not: pearly (o deftrudtive to the lives of mankind' s
the prefent WEST INDIAN SLAVERY and it's fmpil:g
train of worle than peftilential mifchiefs, Thefe, wi
fatal, becaule inceffantly corroding, malignancy, can alone
blaft the firong principle of ]iﬁ:, Iri this one inftance
hath' the depravity of man been permitted wholly to
counteract the great law of Creation which faid, © Be
¢ frujtful and multiply and replenith the carth'—a law
which Ecn-‘aﬂts the univesfe, and preferves, in the moft
admirable order, every fpecies endowed with vegetable or
ammal life.

That a diminution of populition may be, nay, aftually
%, [peedily fupplied, by natural means, hath been clearly
evinced ; but, from whatever caule fuch diminution may
have arifen, it confers no rght of fapplying the defedt b
methods incompatible with juftice and iummit

great number of the inhabitants of Sicily and Kfaﬁ:s
ﬁriﬂ::d by the earthquake in 1;3;. Was the king of

Ies, therefore, intitled to fupply the deficiency, by
dragging into exile the ﬁu@l: of a diftane land § ‘r'l;::luH
not oven the attempt have' been wicked ! And would 2
fimilar. meds have beéen innocent in our unfortunate
colonifts who furvived the great hurricane, in 1980i
TF this would have been iniquitous, how unJ'peaJ:a‘bf ne=
farious muft it be to replace by violence and perhdy in
Africa, thofe whom milmanagement, bad laws, opprel-
fion and crueley have deftroyed in the Welt Indics ?

Having thus proved that the Africans, on their ar-
rival in Jamaica are, at the Guinea fales; treated worfe

thin brutes; that they are ¢ branded’ like cattle; that
they arc pinched in their food ; that their drudgery is

& Prmawson. civ.fo,ed. 5. 1%5! .
pee eear. of the ks itants, white and blick, perithed by
ul wification; which; in Barbadots, where it was moft faal,
wiiiy | believe, prethy near the trsth,  Such 8 defckency, It I plaing
‘would be fopplicd Is i thaw five yoars, By o people Incrrafiagat the rate

of enly esr pes cent. per apaum, of doubling thelr numbers ia shout
7O yeaIn, ;
inceffant;
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inceffant 3 that the punithments and ¢ ferments® infliSed
cn them are fhockingly fevers and often ¢ very smmaru
© raly! thaty in the decline of life, they are often ¢ expeid
Yt every extreme of mifiry ;" that they are often §
and * frmmedintely pu{um-{;irnwd].' th:t the laws Jatcly
enacted for their protedtion are ¢ may? lamentably iij.l'ifimr
£ and incempetents and that, © with preper attention,
increafe and *muliply” by procreation—having demon-
firated, I fay, ell thefe truths, and having had reafon to
think myfelf called upon to take wp my pen in this in-
terefting controverly, [ now, in my turm, aik the advo-
cates for flavery and the flave-trade how they dare clank
their accuried chains in the ears of Britons, avowedly
attempting to juftify a trafic and a domination fo exe-
crable in themfelves, fo peculiarly hateful to the oy
bedy of the people, fo fubverfive of the rights and o de-
ftructive to the lives of mankind—{o utterly repugnane,
not to fay dangerous, to the laws, to the libetties, and fo
the religion of this mation?

The foregoing falls and argoments will, T humbly

hope, meet with attention from you, Sir, and from

other refpelable and confcientious inglirers into the frats
of {lavery, in the Britith fugar iflands.  But well efiy-
blifhed fatts, and cool reafoning and warm expaftulation
will, T fear, equally il of working conviétion in minds
precccupied by inveterate prejudices, or by intereft or
Soliy il tisde oo

I have the bonour to be, &c.

L2 CONCLU-
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SO N TCo Ly Is NI 0 N,

rrH becoming humility, and with all that refpedt
which an uhim individual may be fuppofed to en-
tertain for a nation whole interefts it is his bounden duty,
and his moft ardent with, to promete, the awther would
mow dntreat the (erious attention of alf ranks and deferip-
tions of Britons, to a few confiderations which feem na-
~turally to arife out of the prefent fubjedt.

Every:man who does not difregard and revile the re-
ligion of his country, will allow, that ¢ The Moft High
* ruleth over the kingdoms of the earth,” and that nations
can only. be punithed o matfens, that is, in this werld.
Moft dreadful plagues were fent, by a juft and offended
God, to chaflife the ﬁ%yp:ia.ns for excreifing a tyranny
cemparatively mild in itfelf; and which was not fipported
by a murderous trade. The fcene of that difFraceful

«iraffic, * That Ararea which is not now more Friithul

“.of menfers than it was once of excellently wife and

-8 Learned meny that Arriea which formery afforded us

¢ our Clemens, our Origen, our Tetullian, our Cyprian,

®our Auguftine;  that femews AFr1cA, in whole foil

. Cl'llifﬁ:n.i?l did thrive fo pmdjginul'lﬁr, and which could
o e,

% boaft of fo many fourifing churehes, alas | is now a
¢ wildermefr. % The wild boars have broken into the
= yine and eaten it up, and it brings forth nothing
¢ hut briars and thorns,** to ufe the words of the prophet,
* And who knows but God may fuddenly make this
¢ Church and Nation, this our ExcLAwD, which Jef-
¢ hurun-like, is waxed fat, and prown proud, and hath
¢ kicked againft God, fuch another example of his ven-
t prance %

Now let Britons call to mind the many diftinguifhed
bleffings they haye rnjngcd, and the many dangers from
which their peculiarly favoured country hath been pro-
-~ % See the Sermens of Anenn. Swanr [grandfather of thse friend o
bl cowntry wnd ta maskisd, the prafent Granvills Skarp, Efg.) yob. 2.
fermion 1. which was defivered befare the Hoale of Commani, April

xth 1675,
vedentially
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yidentiallydelivered, - Let them remember, in particulary
the alarming fituation of their, afuirs in the year 1780,
when, witheut 2 fingle ally, Britain maintained a nobls
firugple a inft the powerful nations, which wene com=
bin witflh'-:f revolted colonies, for her deftruction 5
when fultion embarraifled her councils 3 when a lawlels
multitude of defperate men carried fire and defolation
through the ftreets of her metropolis; and when & tem=
peft, as if fent by Heaven to peint out gre caule of all
thole Eﬂlﬂmiﬂ'(&!‘ . r'.l*cpl' fome of the Welt Indian Iﬂhﬂdl
© with the befom of deftruftion’ Let Britons fericully
contemplate. that awiul crifis, and then blame a fellow=
citizen, if they can, Jor humbly recommending to theis’
confideration T.Ei:ft firiking pafages of fcripture, felefted
from a very great number swhich, alas] are but too
applicable to lil: pielent fubjedt. © The nation fa wihem

¢ phey fball be in bondage wirL I Junce saip Gop: ands
¢ after that Mall they came forth and ferve me’t ! What"
¢ mean ye that ye best my people to picces, and grind the
€ faces of the poers fith the Lorp Gop oF asTslT
¢“Among my people are found wicked men. Tihey lay-

¢ wuait, as he that [etteth fnarei—the fer a trop—they caich
€ men.  As a trap-cage §is full of dirds, fo arc theic
€ houfes full of deceit; therefore, they are bocome: great
¢ and waxen rich—they are waxen El—lh!j" Thine—yea*
% they overpals rh:iﬁnds T’_'“h: wicked. T-rhhtr judge Dot
t the caufe—the caif® of the fartberl et they pr

¢ the reght of the m.-nf?r.;‘n d,{—, aar_?;ﬁ SHALL J NOT
©yIsIT FOROTHESE THINGs! sAITH THE Loxp—
FEHALL MOT MY 30UL ME AVENGED ON SUCH A NA-
© TION A5 THIs['*®

Such are the tremendous denunciations of the Al-
mighty ::!g-a.inﬂ avarice, injuftice and oppreffion,  Similas
crimes deferve fimilar punifhments—greater guilt, more
terrible vifitations. . Efs perpetuia is the prayer nfem—g pat=
riotic foul:. yet the hourof Britain's diffolution, as a nation,
muft—mult arrive.  Let us no longer proveke indulgent

I ey g ¥ 23 + Al cheoyowa i T I caqe vetoan,
Sez Blayoey's Jorems

* Jorem. che go v 26 et feqe  * The fimn of appeefiien are galied

L] CEYING AN f=flich &4 ory 1o Heaven for vengeance,” Lowth's esam.

wn ghis pallage,

» L3 * Heavep
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himmmhgfﬂ thnt‘:rwﬁ.d Tm. Let not Britain, in
prefent i in her beart, T fit & Queen and
£ fhall fee nF: fmv.i" unt let h:I.:Trrml:m'b?;lhit fhe
berfelf hath experienced calamity—thae fhe too. hath
raaned under the ‘yobe of Tynants | and that ber st
i‘j?ﬂ*ﬁu have been fully eftablifhed nriﬁ during one (hort
century,—————But away with all mean ideas of a
t, a magnanimous mation! There is yet virtue in
itons, :m-clgﬁn memory of the Grortous Revorv-
wion + will call it forth into afion. A jubilee will be
celebrated ; and Privce and Proree will gratefully
commemorate the final delivery of Britain from arbitrary
power.f The temple of BRrrisA Linerty will be
opencd, ‘The facred fire, fo fatal to tyrants, which
burns in its hallowed receffes, will blaze—will fulminate -
and Arricaw Sravery, bound in her own exec
chains, will be utterly blaftcd and confumed on the altar! !

* Rev.cha 18 vo 7 € SLaves and finls ?’m' peamong the ¢ mir-
* chendizd' of thie ciry threatened s thar swiul chap —Ry the bye, it in
wianderfil what feme people Bnd ta liwgh at, in the Rey. ef 5t. Johns.
Sir L Newras and Lord Neper, the greatess men, even Henr baing ]ruire.

(fze Hift: of Eng.) that ever Iiﬁmu.Lradum, were fa far from ridicg.

ling, that they wrote comments on that fublime boele. The Gtk § v, oF
the goth che contabn fuck a- grompe of cxalied lImsgen, s b no wherse
&lie to b foosd, Ia the fame compaly

t ¢ Ged fecms, in thés left deliverince, bn fome fort, i have ualeed
*aod ‘browghe together all the great deliveranaes which b hatk bern
* pleafed.to work for this sation, agala® sll the remarkable attemats af
*- Papx vy fram the beginalog of car reformatles, Our wonderful delivers
¢ unee from the farmidable Spuri® invefon, defigned againd ey, happened
% the year 1g8%.  And now, jult 100 years afier, Giod was plesird 1o
*bring aboist this preai wed maf bapey Dursvesascs. That beerid
i rmqﬂm witheut precedent and without parallel, was de-
4 higned to have bees cxrcuted on the £ diay of Novomber, the fime duy
* wpon which his Highnefs The Prince of Graspe landed his foroes heam
“in Englied, 5o that this i & day every waf worthy s be folemnly fee
i :[il.rl and joyfully eelelrated, by this church and ration, threaghoat
i 1y a8 the fiteeft of all others 1o comprehend, apd tn put
T m mind to eomsmemorate, all the great dellversnces which God
« hath wenught for usy from Perany aud iry J.f?.uﬂ Anmis
* Trhany Fowks, Archhithop Tillotfon's, Thanfgiving lerm. for oor
delivesance by the Prince of E!rlnp," proached fun, 918 1685, frem
Fars, ch. Ix. ven 1y 240 1 54e ps 104. notes
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gy the WHITE INHABITANTS in
gemeral and, in particular to the LEGIS-
LATURE gf the Ifland of BARBADOES.

& [ mift be érucly only to be Find." SHAKESPEARE.

I Confefs T am entirely at a lofs in what terms to ad-
drefs you, or how to exprefs myfelf with' thae freedom
which becomes my caufe, without offending you, which,
whatever you may think, is very far from my intention..
My fentiments relpeling flavery are, and, @5 fome of
you know, ever have been, (o dirl.r'ﬂl:tl'lﬂl]:.r oppofite tathe
urdeafonable prejudicds and the apparent interefls of very
many of you, that 1 expeft to be gwerally confidered as
the enemy, if not traduced as the calumiater of the ifland
of Barbadocs. Such a charge will give me ‘but linthe
pain, while I am confeious o the reftitude of my infen=
tions; and that [ Have incurred your dii;plui'un.', by a well
meant endeavour to diftharge what [ dunp to be my
duty to God, to my country, and to an imured and op-
preffed race of men.

Yet a very refpectable nimber of you poflefsal
fhare of Wit pood fenfe, candour and humanity uﬁﬁ
happily charaéterize the prefentage. Your virtues, in
many inftances, compenfite for laring defefts of
Jaws enadted by your lefsvenlightened” anceftors 5 and
have rendered the galling yoke of flavery confefled]
lighter in Barbadocs, tham it is in any other Briti
colony. ;
Still, it mult be owned, this is buta faint, a negative
kind of praife. Go on to merit greater encomitmsy—
to preferve the eminent charafter for comparative hbu=
manity you fo jultly poflef, and which, ‘you need not
be told, that ftrong incentive to generous aitions, emi-
Yarion, will fimulate the other colonies 1o equal, if not to
furpafs. I cannot bring.myfelf to believe, that, in' this
%v_luﬁuuu firife, Barbadocs will yield to any coleny in the

+ Indies.
La Could
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-Could T hope that my advice would be attended to, 1
would humbly and eameftly exhort you to bepin your
reforms by driving away every fave-fhip from your coaft,
as the b=!¥ means of giving cfficacy and ftabiliey te your
future rezulations.

For your ewn credit, a5 well as for the Gke of hu-
manity, I wonld refpedtiully intreat you to expunge, for
ever, from your flatute-book a few laws which
blufhed to hear mentioned and fee i
a5 a reproach to human nature. ¢ Would to God' e~
claims a certain well informed, refpeélable and dlegant
writer, ¢ that the fkain which the fuvage ordinance of Far-
¢ badoes has flamped on the f irit of colanial legifla=
® tion could be, for ever blotted m the page of hiftory.?
And apain ¢ Contemplate, if you can, 8ir, withaut hor-
® ror, the fpirit which eould diftate the following law of
¢ Barbadoes.' ®  The only circumftance 1 can urge
in defence of the ftatutes here alluded tdy, s that when

penal liws are, generally, executed with a moderation
which does you honour.” But it is to be lamented thae
the lenity of vour magiftrates is far from being usiverfally
imitated, ~—T'a your own geed fenfe I appeal, Whether b
be proper, or expedient; or jull, that the pewer of pri-
vate individuals aver their flayes fhould, in fact and in
pradtice, be abfolutely unbounded, while that of publick
magiftrates is defined and sffeltually limited by the law :
that the former, for example, may, or, at leaft, does in.
flift as many firipes or hlows s he thinks ‘proper, and
for any or no fault; while the latter, for a real fault or crime
cannot, and does not, excesd a certajn number of ffripes,
This may be agreeable to the dogmas of flavery ; b,
yauare canlcious, it is repugnant to comman {enfe, pro-
priety and juitice.  You knaw too that, by reftraining
the abufe of power, you oblige men to mnf:’]_t their own
imterafl, which you are fenfible is very far from affording
fufficient protedtion to many a miferable flave, In 3

® Remutks on the fard trade and the Ravery of the RAgrOes, 4to,
Pe 77 8nd Br.  See alfs Smans apiind the tolerstion of Davery, b
ERERET's Gulacs, p, 2o,

word,
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woed, ©the punifiment’ by celippine Thould be brought
€ within fome limit; o that owners oF managers might
- noty with Epamilyy tranfzrelsy through the dert of rage,
* g fic degree of fufd correftion."®  For trampling on the
rights and elaims of men every tmn(grelfor sught to i
J%ri for the mupder of a human creature; of whatever
condition or complexion, and whether it be by hunger,
by oppreffon, by repeated eruelties, or by immediate via-
lence, every criminal ought to Dik.

The prefent lafpuzge of your law; and, T am forey to
add, of your prathice, is, *If a white man murder a
& white man, he ougheto dlefor it;" if 2 black man murder
a white man he aupht to expite by ow and barharous
£ tortures ;3 butif @ white man murder o black man he
£ ought to beiacquitted..  Is npt thenegro led to efpoufe
¥ the very fame- principles and creed, s carver)a £+

Lay your hands on your hearts, and | declare. your
own conlcientious opinion of thofe principles and thac
creed, Whether you ferioudly think that God and nature
or jultice, or fmod pelicy ever diflated fuch principles
orfach a greed ! And whether the civilized ftate of ygar
community renders an adherence to fuch barbarous doc-
tines, any longer necellary, or even expedient #

Ancther ifland bath copied and pradlifed the feverity
of your negro-code.t It is now lncumbent on you, ta
compile a code which; in point of moderation; jultice and
i‘iffr:'rm;, may fevve a3 3 model to that, and to every other

ritifh colony in the Well Indies :—a code which may
fix the quantum of food and cloathing, and. the periods of
Inbour and reft, abridge the exorbitant power of owners

% Lowe's Hiik, of Tam. b, q= Eh.;.. ahizh eantatng m;nrj".ﬂgiuu; znd
fpiricod semarks on the negno-code of that [Tand. £ Id. Ihid.

1 4 The pegroscode of this iand {Jamsica) wppears orlginally to have
# been copled feom the enodel in ufe srSardadir | wnd the lopifatursafthin
o fazzer Qflland, which was fiss F'li.n!r! by the Heaplih, reforted to the

f Englith -:-'.i'.‘i:'u;liu.’.-twh from whenee. they undoabtedly cranifuled ol

¥rhar freeriey which dharafezen them.” §d. Thida
The o lepifiton of Barbadoeh #ndeavoused 1o :pnl(\-ﬁu fer the
Fewerity of their lawy by afirming that * negrees and wher fLAYE are
i af hjrhl.'n:;h wild and l‘!uat pazare.” Bor to whee esiols arg we ta
gitribute the feverity of the Englifh villsinage liwi ¥ Was Tt swing
intlrely to the darderiny of the poor, sl valal ¥ Do we ot know;
eh the chntrary, that the harbariy of Uie fpreswicel lard was the chilef
exule of that Feveriny P=—No. 32 war paffed Aug. Bo1p8%. Ur. Wi it
por ene of Jasses 10% [aws. Ir By well kngws thar be wis s adves-
fures in ohe Davestrades
and




( 170 )

and managers, and, in a word, cfechally fieure the Conr-
FORT, prife e FERSONS and the Lives; ond provide
Jer the REvtoious INsTRUCTION of your SLaves,

You have frequently ederofted your flaves and free

people of colour with arms.  Have they ever abuled your

eneroug, unfulpicious” eonfidence? IF they have noty
ﬁdrﬂf you will not, now that the eyes of the nation and
of the other colonies are upon you, hefitate to impare to
them fuch a participation of thof rights, (of which you
yourlelves are o juftly tenacious) as will fecure them
the abufe of power, and efechually proted their lives—
rights, for the prefervation of which, and of your pro-
pertyy though they do not enjoy and are no way interefted
in either, you =:¢F;ﬂ ur ffever to expole their perfons,
if pear country uulrh: invaded—even an: ene
who are fajd to pollefs a cortain virtve in a degres whi
is warthy of your imitation.

Civilization, feience and religion, it has been remarked,
Jhave hitherto held their p s from eafil to weds  They
now fowrith in the mild and enlightened region of Penn-
filvania, They may, in time, reach even California.

t mot future experience contradict an  obfervation
which already does credit to your little countrys and
“from which B:r'hadaes._. if you co-operate with the bene-
ficent, and almoft epperent, intentions of Providence,
miy be deftined to derive fo much honour—an hopour

et greater than that of being cne_of the oldeft and modft
o E"if not the moft loyal’ and: dutiful colony, ever pal-
f:f.i_‘:d by England.

1 humh}:};nnnd refpedtfully intreat you, to confider, for a

moment, from what hand you yourfelves, at your folemn
anniverinry,® acknowledge your late calamities procesded,
and for what purpofe they were fent—the myriads of ver=
min and the deftruttive blaft which laid e your ficlds
and fruftrated the toil of the fove, and the hopes of the

anter 3 your perpetual dread of invafion 3 your diftrefs
rom an alarming fcarcity ; and, to' fum up all in en=
tremendous word, your fufferings from the unutl'.ara.hljr
dreadful Hurricawe ! which feemed, at the time, to

® Sce Hulah cha Ivili, and x, 5
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be no more than 3 prelude to the accumulated horrors
of pefditerce and famine,® ¢ Chizque [omnia] iple mifer-
< rimus vidis hen you confider thefz unparalleled vi-
fitations with the reference they too evidently have to the
prefent fubjedt; T truft you wirl pardon the plunnefs of
this addrefs, and aequit’ me of intemperate zeal and un-
meaning enthufialin {with which I will not be charged,
by thole who know me) if 1 conclude it in the mild and
unadorned but fenfible Janguage which George Fox ut-
tered to your forefithers, in the year 1hyr, and which
was to this effeft: © Confider the condition of the blicks
¢ who came framgers unto you, and were fold unto you
¢ a5 flrver.  IF you Thould bein the like favith condition,
¢ what hard bondage and cruclty would you think itf
¢ Confider fcﬁnuﬂazfthis, I fay, amd do unto them, as
¢ you would they thould do unto you, in the like condi-

€ tion. It Is therefare my earnelt defire, That you would
£ caufe your overfeers to deal mildly with your flaves;
¢ and not to uie cruelty towards them, as the manner of
* fome is 3 and, after a certain time of fervitude let them
¢ o out free,”

® Famtine wag to by gpprehended from the cotal dekruflion of the
provifioas, and epidemical difealfe feom the purrefafilen af enimal bodies.
Hapglly nelther took place.  Betwesa gooo and sooo peopls pesilked,
snd cattle 3ad fleck imnsmerable ; and the. fea coalk wea Rrewed with
drad filh,— Qqly cladem illise Wecrie, salsfunera Gade'"—Eaplicet #
Twd Erex Bappened in Beldgerews in 3706, by ome of which abest 420
Familian wers burnt auly and malt of the presifion fbeses defiroyed.  All
thefe calamities took place in the thore fpace of 14 yearss  Let thole wha
are fand af attribotisg every event merry to fucesd cafesy accoust for ths
guitk Fcecfion of thole ealusmiyien, p :
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7o the FREE NEGROES aud MU-
LETTUES, and to the more .rm'::g'ﬁr_
ened and regular SLAVES in the Ifand
gf BARBADOES,

S it is estremely probable that thefe fhects will fall

into the kands of fome of you, I think it highly pro-
per they thould be accompanied, with fome cautions re—
{peting. your .conduét, which is now become peculiarly
interetbing to the cauls of hu manity.

I fhall not affe® to make a fecrer of what moft of

ou cannet but know, That the African flave-trade hath

]Iatd_l.- attrafled the attention of all rinks of men in thefe

kingdoms ; and that it is very foon to beifubjefled to a

parlinmentary M“HEFE What the refult of that inquiry
-

may be, it isimpafEble to predift = but it is forefeen that
the Welt Indian planters, refpeftable from their property
and numbers, joined by the ave-merchants in this coun.
tryy will oppole, with all cheir power and influence, the
abolition or the effeftual regulation of a traffic which the
majarity of the nation ﬂc[rﬁ.

Among ather plans which have been devifed to ohftrudt
the wifhed for abalition, it hath been J'J'Ldul?trim:l]y re-
parted, That nothing lefs is aimed at, thanthe immediate
abalition of flavery in the fogar iflands. But the friends
of humanity never could entertain an idea of fo ‘mifchis-
vous a project.  They very well know, That the paflel
fors of Wedt Indian property, who are far lefs to hlame,
in this bufinefs, than the Englifh Nave-mongers, would
be ruined by the unqualified and fudden adoption of fuch
a meafure. Befides; your friends are fully convinced thae
the field-negroes arc not prepared to enjoy, all at once,

tho




{ 173 )

the bleffings of liberty ; that Diberty, inflead of being a
blelfing, v;rl':ruld be tﬁpﬂmﬂ :urgm could befal nEun
tomlly ignorant of Cheiftianity! and that fuch beings
could and would make no other ufe of liberty than to run
headiong into idlensfs and debauchery, and thus might in-
volve themielves, the whites and you in one common
feene of confufion, if not of deftrustion.

~ Another bug-beir which hath been conjured up to
terrify the peopls of this kingdem; and to hindes the
abolition of the flave-trade, is; That the bare mention-
ing of ity in the Welk Indies, will raile the expeftations of
the flaves fo high, that unle(s they are imm:dimly{md
forfooth, commotions will take place in the iflands.—
You fee, T have taken upon me to aflurg the public, that
no fuch dreadful cunl’:&mnu! are to be apprehended in
Barbadoes : and 1 truft the event will prove that my
predidtion is founded on & competent k.nuwlr.dﬁe of the
general good ‘difpofitions of the faves in your ifland, [
hope too that the diforders in the other-iflands which
have_been foretold, will be found to exift only in the
imaginations which invented them.

The objelt at prefent in view is, fimply The abalition
of the flave-trade, which will force the owners of [laves
to treat them better, and. to pay more attention to their
natural increale than teo many, of them have hitherio
done,,  Many gentlemen, I believe, do not dilfemble that
they look forward to the abolition of flavery itlelf, as the
ultimate cbjedk of their wilhes and views ; but this, they
are fenfible, muft be a work of dme, and muit be broughe
abaut byL(fm degrees; and this for very good reafons—
becaule the privileger prawied to floves mgg feap pace with

ther dmproventent o Ghriffianity, and becaufe the
of their swners s nat be :'n:,l'uﬂe:'. AERR

Beware then, of entertaining the flightelt expeftari
thar immedizte freedom is ahg:}u: 1o I:Ehgnnud to :;:
flaves. Poor debafed men! they muft be contented to
bear the yoke ofl:mmh%c, which, however, is COMm para-
tively light and eafy in Barbadoes, ill it infenfibly wear
offy and till they be prepared for a higher rank in fociesy,

¥
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by being converted to Chriftianity. That rank many

You' now defervedly ‘enjoy, and'if you with to render
3 r enflaved countrymen worthy to enjoy it, vou mudt

{:u“ fome pains, as opportunity may offer, to teach them
their duty to God and their nej botrs, but particularly
to their owners, the moft humble fubmifion to whom,
i all eafer, it is your duty ftrongly to incoleate on the
flaves. * Certainly you hive no right to interfere between
owrier and flave : but if, at any ume, you fhould be ah-
liged to give your spimism, which indeed is not likely,
let me befeech you to lean to the owner rather than to
the Mave ; even if the former, which, I am forry to oWn
is too often the cafe, fhould be i the wrong, Info do-
ing, Ileave you to Judge, Whether you will n conform
to the precept : t5 be fubjeft

T gentle,

€ but alio to the froward."® If it be the duty of jera

mils bo obey even froward, wicked ma s, with'all fear,
:}:hinh, indeed, is the cafe, even in this
may conclude, that it is’ much more the duty of fever.t
Ifihrnifﬁun, in all eafes, to their owners, be the du
of flaves, a refpedful deference to the whites i5 no |
the indifpenfable duty of free perlons of jyour defeription,
and in your fiteation,

The wellbeing of every communi depends, in a

t meafire, nng:hc d]ﬁig’:inm of rant{r. :Pﬁzn:: it is,
“That the people of this country, the frecft upon ecarth,
pay fo much refpet to thejr nobility and gentry.  Not
that the Great are better Men or better C riftians thin
their Inferiors; but the good fenfe of Britons fees the
propriety, if not" the neceflity, of thofe diftinions of
rank, which wonderfully afit the laws, jn preferving
peace and good order. “Your good fenfe, which T haye
witnefled, with pleafure, on many occafions, will, T truft,
fill prompt you to ufe the fame means for promoting the
fame defirable end. Mot of you may be fid to hold o
higher rank in fociety than the faves, = You juftly confi-
der yourfilves; and confider you, as their fuperiors 3

* 8t Pater Eplil. 1. chy 2. v 18,
4+ Hix, coaflup fgm, sliemam, gereme [ 23 TE e—— Raymeandi
Herrin, Ex SecieraTe lngy,

but
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bt beware of grounding that fuperiority on riches, or o
drefs, oy in fhort, an any other foundation than the fu-
perior improvement of your minds 3 ‘but even this by no
means warrants felf-conceit.  Let me intreat you to avail
yourfelves of the refpeét with which your inferiors look
up to you, enly as an inftrument to promote their in-
ftruftion and their happine(s, a duty which all men of
fuperior rank, not excepting Monarchs: themfelves, owe
to the communities to which they. belong.—In a word,
your complexion, your ftatien, your leifure and the mea-
fure of your knowledge peculiarly fit you for promoting,
both by precept and” by example, the inftruftion of E
field faves in Ehrim:mt}' on which their future happincls
and advancement in focicty will intirely depend.

¢ (o, whe made the werld, bath mode of 0¥E BLOOD
¢ all mations ¢f men®  Such is the doftrine of Chrifti-
anity on the origin of mankind : and furely you cannot
but revere a religion which teachcs you that, in the eye
of their Creator, the whole human race are on an equi-
lity. Yet your enemies, though fome of them tell us

they pay great regard to religion, have laboured, and
vainly laboured, to prove that men of your complexion
were created merely to sdminifter to the avarice, the
Tuxury, the' pride and every vile paffich of a race of men
pretended to be maturally fuperior.  Let this: bafe and
degrading infinuation urge you to prefs forward to thae
point of impravement which: mes only cmn reach, and at
which monkeys and srang autangst never will arrive, Nor
need defpair of atwining to very high degrees of
knowledge, virtue and religion. Thofe diftinguillied
Africans Phillis 'Wheatlew, ﬁ'mnﬂs Williams,  Ipnatius
Sancho, and your own Josern RacHELL, would have
looked down with jult contempt en fome late impotsnt

" At che 17 vees abs
+ The orang ostang in & better kind of apr, fach 21 fame of yo= ma
Lawe feen in Africa.  Semp travellers tell ftrange forice about thia beaik,
and ¢eerain men, who will read amy nonfenizeal book rather than their
Ribles, Cerioufly Belieye thefe fosber,  In iort it i3 pare of their creed
thar thin beste, which fiew if any of thiem ever Geey in Almoik 21 gosd
and clever as moft black men. When they casch sse nf this kind of
Joekoo®s, they mean to give jtan Univerfity edwcation=—Youo lugh s bat
¥ou musk now preve yeur faperiority to orang outang philafophen and
¥ few yourlelves men,' otherwile than by merely bimghing. J
an
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and pitiful ‘attempts to bereave -Africans of their human
nature a5 they have already been bereft of their liberty.
1 may venture to fay, that no literary performance, would
be better received by the humane and liberal people of
England, than a vindication of African capacity by the
pen of an African.

But religion ought to be the grand obje of men in
your: fituation. o the ehriftan religion, Europe, in
eneral, and thefe happy kingdoms in particular, owe the
EJEH:II'DF zdvantages and pril.ril::ch they enjoy,  Chrifti-
anity, whole very fpirit and ellence is peace and good
will towards men, hath ¢ procluimed liberty to the cap-
© tives, and the opening of the prifon-doors to them who
¢ were bound."® To be chriftians is.to be ¢ free indeed.”
¥ ¥e fhall know the trith, faid our Savious, and the
& rroTH fhall make you ree’t  Ne man who knows
the fituation and eircumBances of the Weft Indian faves
ean hope for their becoming happy and free till they fhall
be taught and fhall heartily embrace chriftinnity. I know
many of the white pesple; and in particular the elergyy
would be happy to fee you actend public worthip more
frequentdy than too many of you do.  Should your num-
bers - be: inconvenient, which, were you all to go to
church, might be the calr, in*Bridgetown efpecially, you
may cafily procure a large room er rooms for divine fer—
wice.  Some lels wealthy deferiptions of chriftians in
Britain build places of worlhip, and maintain elergrmen,
by fueription, 1 fee nothing to hinder you from deing
the like ;. but, fhould you think of fending home young
men, of your number, to he regularly educated for the
church, in this country, it is to be feared that 2 miltaken
generofity might indice you to allow them more money
than is abfolutely neceffary for their fupport, and which,
moft probably, would effedtually fruftrate your end in
fending them to England. In the mean time, the church
minifters, I am fire, will not be backward in inftruding
you j and onc of your moft fenfible and regular men might
catechize your children, and even read prayers in the ?h-
fenee of & clergyman.  Your firft attempts of this kind
may poflibly be ridiculed ; but, if you take no notice of

® Ifulah che & v, 1 4 5t John ki B, v, g2,
fuch




t 1)

fuch indecent and profane behaviour, it will fson ceafe 3
efpecially as many of the white people will difcountenancs
it. Be afflured that no public reform was ever attempe-
ed, which was noty at Arft, more or lef ridiculed and
eppofied.—Were the field-negroes to atend divine feryics
(even though it were not particularly explained to them)
a confiderable change for the better would foon be
wrought on them, by this means alone.  Indépendent of
other good effells, the decency they would be obliged
to chierve, would greatly conduce to form thelr man.
ners. It cannot be doubited, that i Jyoter Lepiflature, and
the white peaple in geweral, would, n good éarneft pro.
mote, ar even heartily fivour the converfion of the ﬁ'ﬂ-
negroes to chriftianity, they wonld foon fee 2 chanwe
in their conduf which would more than compenfate for
their trouble. A general reform can be effefled onl by
a general plon fteadily purfued, and to the foceels nty;ny
fuch plan, your example will very much contribute.

Should any of the people called Quakers, from Phila-
delphia, vifit you, as formerly, I need not tell you to be
particularly refpeétful to them, By their difinterefted con.-
duét towards your countrymen, in’ Pennfylvania, they have
given the world a proof of political witdom and chriftian
charity unequalled in the hiftory of mankind. The en-
lightened and aftive zeal of their fociety, in promoting
the caufe of humanity, throughout thel kingdoms, de-
ferve your warmedt acknowle Fments,

Mbove all, read your Biblen, with attention. There
you will fee the wonderful procedure of the Almighey,
with his own chofen people ; whom he appointed to ferve
the Eg,uﬁ:i:.:n: for a long period. The Bme adorable
Being who fid *T have feen—I have feen the afiSion

¢ of my people which is in Egypt, and T have heard their
¢ groaning."* Hz who ¢ doeth according to his will in
* the armies of Heaven and amang the inhabitints of the
® earth,’ fecth the affliction, and heareth the groaning of

® Exod. ehe g- v- 75 a=d A ch = r. =

T Dan: ch. = wi 342
M
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¥our countrymen ; and, doubtlefs will, in his own tme
and way, deliver them. The guilty nations of Europe
ought to pray, that this deliveranes may not be effefied
by his. * mighty hand" and his ¢ outftretched arm” but in
the filent, unobferved courle of his Providence | —What a
great and exalted object is this | A whole nation led out
of bondage,: and reinflated in liberty by the Being whi
created them, and wha ® made bare his holy aem,’ for
their redemption.—In your bibles, you will (ee that the
Ifreclites, in Egypt, were, dibe gl sther flaves, an' ig-
porant, fubborn race, and fo very fupid that they
¢ hearkened not unto Moles, for anguilh of fpirie and
¢ for cruel bondage.'® Way, ke your countrymen, they
wrere wuoable to make a right ufe of their freedom.  They
murmured and rebelled agnindt their leaders s and, hence
it was, that ‘they wandered in the wilderpefs, @il that
whole penertion of debaled wretches had died,  Of all
that v:.ﬁ' body of people whe were led out of Egypt, only
i entered, becaule they only wene fif to enter, the pro=
miled lnnd.  Yer, in ong reipect, the condutk of the Ii-
raclites was highly worthy of your imitation: for, when
Maodes and Aaron had convinesd them of the divineg au-
tharity of their miffion, the people did not exprefs their
joyy, ina tumultuons manner 3 far el did they utter any
unbecoming expreffions againfk theie oppreflors ; for
& qhen they Beard thet the Lord bad vifted the children of
€ Jfrach and that be bad Tophed upen their affiiion, then
£ THEY HOWED THE HEAD AND WORSHIPPED. ¢+ "['he
afterwards received  this cxprels commandment, © Thu
& (il wae abber an EGYPTIAN, breaufe thon waf a fran-
& v 1 biv Jamd."T

¥ ou will not wonder at the earneltnels of this addrefs,
Wwihen you confider, that, perfanally, T am much more in-
terefted inyour conduft than any individual of yoo can
be. In your caufe, I have expoled myfell to the fury,
not of one tyrant, but of a legion of malicious, and pow-
erful enemies, whey if they trest me in the unworthy
manner in which they treated the relpediable perfon who
firlt dared to write in ir behalf, will flrive to effedt
my ruin. At my own hazard, T moft repeat it, T have

® Exod. ch. & v §s 4+ Exgd. ¢hi g v 30 § Daota che3y- 70
affured
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afliired the public that, the field-faves, in Barbadoes, (it
leaff) by the comparatively mild treatment they are known
to récenve; are very fufficiently prepared for that improve-
ment of their condition which will refiult from the aboli=
tion of the fave-teade.  IF you hive in your patire a
fp.‘llk of gcntmﬁl}r., or _f_r.'ﬁ'.ug'ﬁr e pasr ﬂ.r.fu!'-mg’r."-.'.r‘
you will" ftrenuoufly endeavour by precept and example,
to render them as worthy of fome’ little advancement from
their prefent difgraceful and debafed condition, as man

of youn are of the fiperior happinels: you enjoy.  But EE
you give 4 loole to that licentioafnels which renders the
want of palice o apparent in your towns, and which,
while it difgraces the condudt of too many of the domef-
tic flaves, Eu-cﬁ honour to the good nature and lenity of

many of the whites, I fhall he under the difagreeable ne-
ceflity of retrafting the good opinion of the majority of
the negroes in Barbadoes which I hdve hitherto enter-
tained, and which I have publithed, with a view to pro-
jqnote their improvement and their happinels,

APPENDIX,
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ARP.P E NaD I X,

Containing Accounts of Negroes
remarkable for their Virtues and
Abilities.

¢ Fep. 23. 1788."
¢ Extrafted from the private Fonrnal ® of —————"
See Introduttion.

‘JOSEPH RACHELL.

¢ YX7HEN I refided in Barbadoes in the year 1760, 1
1 was very much fbrock with the accounts’ given
* me by my father and other inhabitants of the iland
% goncerning one Jofeph Rachell, a negro.  This T, R.
£ wasa free negro. know not by what means he oh-
¢ tained his freedom.  He was, however, a capital mer-
t chant, and kept what is called a dr:,'-ﬁmul-ﬂmp. He
& wras, by all accounts, an ingenious, induftrious, and up-
£ right tradelfman. Whenever the young tradelmen were
¢ at a lofs how to proceed in any matter of commerce,
¢ they penerally confuleed J. B. and whenever any doube
¢ arafe about the value of the cargo of goods J. R.
¢ was often the man by whofe opinfon the price was
£ fixed. Whenever the captains of vellzls arrived with
tacasgo |- R. was one of the firft perfons waited upon,
® and one of the firft to whom the cirgo was offered,
*1 have not heard that he traded much to England.
¢ His connexions feem to bave been chiefly confined to
©the Leeward IMands, Demarara, Eflequebo, &c. fic,
¢ He had fome white perfons under himyt fuch as his

® A private jowrsal, 19 ufe the writers own words, ¥ sever was and

¥ never con be intesded for cha pablic eye ;' and, it i3 hoped ¢ all Toper
# allowassds will be mads on rh.rl';.hl:na-i.ul:..' 7 .

+ See Page 73,
book-
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t book-keeper, his apprentices, fee. e and thefe always
€ fpoke of bim In 2 very refpeftful manner,® and parti-
¢ cularly revered him for his humanity and tendernets,
€ He was E,:I!Il:l'l'l.:!}" kind in lending out money to poor,
¢ indulfrious men, in order to enable them ‘to begin their
£ trade, or to retrieve them from difficulties which theic
¢ trade would unavoidably bring upon them.  But there
¢ was one peculiar trait in his character. It is well
*known in our ifland that a planter or merchane is
* often obliged fome cogent or (udden diftrels to Il
& his property inftantly for whatever he can procure, ‘be
£ it ever o fmall + i{lnw-. fuch was the benevolence of
¢ this excellent negro, that he would go to the vendue,
* bid gravely for the property, pive afair market price
¢ for it, and tender it to the owner again, upan the
¢ very fame terms, at which he himfelf bought it; and,
¢ if the price of the eftate exceeded the value of the debt,
¢ J. R. always took care to pay off the debe himfelf be-
* fore the tender was made, and thus the planter might
* re-enter upon his property, free from all incumbrances,
£ excepting thole owing to Ji B, himfelf. By thefe hu-

£ mene and judicious means; he has extricated many

¢ families from ruin—J. R. was allo \'rrg charitahle.

* He kepe a gang of filhing negroes, and; when his boats
¢ returned home, he fet apart every day, a quantity of
¢ filh, for the ufe of the prifonersin the town gaol.  He
€ wifited the paal regulerly, enguired infe the cireumfonees
€ of the prifemers, and pavie them reliefy 7 praparicen fa their
‘ uﬁ:rﬁ and pood Sefeviour.f  Nay, he ufed o give
¢ them good moral advice, and, for aught I know, reli-
€ gious advice. His example ftirred up o noble ipirit
¢ of generofity in Bridge-town, infomuch that it was the
£ cuftom, for fome years before his death, for the better
¢ fort of people to fend weekly, either money or pro-
£ vilions to the gaol] He fupportsd two or three old

® I hawve heard pose white perfons talk ﬁr J-R.ta thln eiiefl, ¢ Al
€ FardaT was u bleffed man, for no poor thing ever wear away humgry
¢ from his boufz ) and fome, who had feen better daye, were hewn
¥ fnto a hack room, and had wifkuals fot Belare them” W .

+ Ses pa g9 Thut it Bappess that {2 negre’ ule 3 Bartadian
phrafe * In waken upand (o2 like a dies ebisken” (2 fizpeany chickes.) WD,

1 This will peiar the resdsrs refioftinns to the ileftdoun Howaro.
wW. D

i It b il cufamary, in Bridgetawn, to fend the cold meat fofr a2
i preat qatertainmesncs to the prifesenin puol. W. Dy sy
M3 ¢ indigent
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indigent whites, and left them fomething at his death,
It was remarkable oo that he was extremely kind to
his: negroes,. I have heand mﬁ father lament much
that J. R's, generofity was much impofed upon, bath
whites and blacks. He frequented Se, Michael's
urch on the Sundays, and 1 have heard aur worthy
minifter fay, That he believed him''to be o VELY df-
tentive and devout hearer.—He died about 30 years
ago” (i e, about 1758) * pollefled of 2 good deal of pro-
perey, and lies buried in the centre of the old church-
mrd in Bridgetown. His funeral was attended. by
thoufands of whites (fome of them very refpeciable
people) and by o prodigious eoncourfe of blacks, and I
believe that his: lols was very fenfibly fele for many
ars. There is 2 tomb-flene over his grave, but no
infcription or memorial,®

B T O S S R U TR
St

©J Qe oHe AN

© My father, in the year 1760, had a very valuable
regro called % John" He'was mafter of ane of our
filhing-boats, and had five or fix negroes under him.
He underftood his bufinefs thoroughly.  He knew the
art of catching the fith and' felling them to advantage.
The people in the market had'a very high opinion of
his henefty and his (6, and he bore the charafter of
being a wvery fair dealer. My father placed’ unlimited
confidonce in him. He believed that J. always broughe
home every individual fifh which had been caught, and
every piftarcen for which thofe filh had been fold. DMy
Father hid fohigh an opinion of his acc uracy, that J. never
made up i accounts 6l Saturday nighty and . ufid
very aften on Saturdny nighe o bring home 7 or 8
mioidares, being the joint prosdice of his own labour
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* The tamd which was biewn to gify &8 that of J. Rabsa handfome
&ie of Hulth marble. He Jefe 2 widow, who, I think, §s callad .E.n'a_,
Rackedy of whom I hesrd - pathing remarkabie.e——=The sbave sceaznt
of [ R agrees wery well with thar glven y Mr, Ramisy at p. 2544 of
hls effiy.  “I'o authoritien o refpeflah|e [ can pdd Anthing bur that, Ia
““I"l-"-“:'| 1 have repeatedly Bean] fimilar sctanniaofthet excellens
pegros - His inmocent Hiatigeni, I particalars foopet rid of the fafting
VIGE of a cestain avaritlous ealone| (whom [ coold Rame) | hive made
than ancey heard reluced; with much gles, W.D,

imll
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anil of the libour of the five or fix negroes under himy
in the courfe of the week., When my father came o
England,  in the year 1761, J. was extremely ufeful to
my mother in managing all my father’s aftairs § and,
fo far was he from taking ndvantge of my fasher’s ab-
fence, that my mother found in him even more fidelit
and induftry I{:m ever.. My mother was extremely ill
for a confiderable part'of my fcher’s ablence, an
had the government of houfe, negroes, &c. and my mo-
ther thoupht herfelf very much obliged to him Ear his
reat care and attention.
¢ J. was a telerable feholar.  He could read very well,
and, at his leifure howrs, ufed to be very femd o reauing
the Bibde, He' read alfo other books; but what they
were 1 do not know.  He was 3 conftant attendant at
church on Sundays, 1 myfelf have frequently read the
Bible to him, and he took a'deal of pains lin teaching
me how toread it.  He gave mein my infancy a great
deal of good advice, and particularly jult before L was
coming to England for education, 'in the year 1761
I have Tat with him for whole hours by the fea-fide,
while he was mending his nets, and wfed toafk him
many queftions about England, about learning, &,
#e.  He gave me a pretty good notion of the cultoms
and manners of England, and of the things which
would be tuught me at fchool, and ufed to exhore
me very much to be fibmiffue f2 oy mafers atiad fHfie=
rieri. }Iﬁ:cl to this day fome imprefion of the excellont
advice which has been piven me by J. and I have a
very | great refpect for his memory. 1 believe he had a
very great affeftion and efteem for me.®

¢ He died of a confumption, in the year 1765, My
mother has often told mey thaty during  his llnels, mul-
titudes of whites and blacks ufed to come frequently to
our houfe and enguire anxioully after him,  Soameof
the whites were people of rank and charatter, About
two month’s. before J's death, my father was offered
a - thoufand pounds &fun] for him, bit refufed e, not
only from policy 5 but helieve, from gracitude snd
refpect alfo. It s (uppofed that he caught his death by
flaying out whele nights at =TT ﬁEinErbu:m.

M 3 ACCOUNTS
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ACCOUNTS of a Negra Pradfitioner of Phyfiy® and

w%m bt Nepra Calewleter, by Bewjamin Ruosm,

- 1. ﬁm!’. of Chem. in the Univ. of Pennfylvania,

Mem. of the American Phil. Soc.—of the Med. Soc.

of London—of the. Liter. and Phil, Soc. of Manchels

ter—Hon. Mem. of the Raoy. Med. Soc. of Eﬂij:hurgh,
dee. &,

DOCTOR JAMES DERHAM.

% There is now in this city 3, black man, of the nama
of James Denuam, a pratitioner of phyfic belongin
to the Spanith fettlement of N, Orleans, ‘on the Mifiile
fippi.  ‘I'his man was born in a family in this eity, in
which he was taught to read and write, and infbeudted
in the principles of chriftisnity.  When a boy, he was
transferred by his mafter to the late Doftor John Kearf
ley, jun. of this city, who employed him occafionally
to compound medicines; and to perform fome of the
more humble afls of attention to his patients, M

¢ Upon the death of Doftor Keatlley, he became (afs
ter paffing th:uué{-h feveral hands) the propesty of Docs
tor George Welt, furgéon to the fixteenth Britith re
Eimrnt. under whom, during the late war in America,

e R T R S

e performed many of the menial duties of our profefs
fion. At the clofe of the war, he was fold by Do&or
Welt to Doftor Rebert Dove of N. Orleans, wha
employed him as an afiftane, in his bufinefe, in which
capacity, he gained fo much of his confidence and friend.
thip, that he confented to liberate him, after two or
three years, upon eafy terms, From DocTok Degr-
Hant's numerous opportunities of improving in medi-
cing, he became fo well acquainted with the healing
ity as (o commence prafhitioner at N, Orleans, under
* the patronage of his late mafter.  He is now about 26
* years of age; has a wife, but no children, and does bu-
¥ finefs to the amount of three thoufand dollars 2 year,
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® I have: converfed with him, upon moft of the acuts
¥ and epidemic difeafes of the country where he lives, and

*Epe . 98,
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¢ wus pleafed to find him perfedly acquainted with the
¢ modern fimple mode of praftice in: thole difeafes. T
¢ gxpeitod to have fuggefted fome new medicines to him §
€ but be fuggeffed smany mere fo me.  He is very modelt
¢ and cngaging in his manners,  He [peaks French flu-
< gntly, and has fome knowledge of the Spanifh language.
¢ By lome actident; although born in a religious familyy
¢ belonging to the church of England, he was not bap-
¢ tized in his infancy, in confequence of which, he ap=
¢ plied, 2 few days ago; to Bihop White, to be received
¢ by that erdinance, into the epifcopal church. The
¢ Bifhop found him qualified, both by knewledge and
¢ moral condud, to be sdmitted to baptifm, and, this
¢ day, performed the eeremony, in one of the chirches
* in this city.

¢ Philadelphia, Nov. BENJA. RUSH.
¢ opg. 17880 i

‘ THOMAS FULLER.

¢ Therz is now living, about four miles from Alexan-
¢ dria, in the ftate of Virginiz, a negro flave leventy
¢ years of age, of the mame of THoMAs FuLiEs, the
¢ property of Mrs, Elizabeth.Cox. This man
€3 tolent for arithmeticnl caleulations, the  hiftory of
¢ which, I conceive, merits a place in the records of the
¢ human mind. He is 2 native of Africa, angd can nei=
¢ ther read or write.  Two gpentlemen, natives of Penn-
¢ fylvania, viz. William Hartthorn and Samuel Coates,
¢ men of pmbigm refpeitable charaters, having heard,
¢ in eravelling through the neighbourhood, in which this
¢ flave lived, of his extraondinary powers in arithmetic,
¢ fent for him, and had their curfofity fUficiently gratis
¢ fied, by the anfwers which he gave to the following
% queftions

¢ Firlt, upon being alked how many feconds there ane

f inm-yoar and a half? he anfwered, in about two mi=

€ nutes, 47,304,000.—3econdly, being afked how many

# feconds a.man had lived who 15 feventy years; {eventeen

¢ days and twelve hoursold? he anfivered, ina m'-imrﬁ
i
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£ and a half, 2,210,600,800 - One of the gentlemen
® who employed himfelf, with his pen, in making thefs
& caleulations told him, “That the fum ‘was not fo great
€ a8 he had faid, vpon which the old man haftil replied,
* # T op Maia, you forget deleap year.” On adding
# the feconds of the leap.years to the others, the amount
t of the whols, in both their ‘fums, agreed cxa8ly.
* Third. "The following queftion was then propoled to
& him. Suppole 3 frmer has fix fows, and cach fow has
¢ fix female pigs, the firlt year, and they all increafe in the
¢ fame proportion to the end of eight yedrs, howmany fows
will IET.‘ farmer then have, if he lofes mone 2 T ten mi-
* mutes, he anfwered 94,588,806, The difference of
*‘time between' his anfwering this amd the two former
E ?utﬂlnm was occafioned by a trifling miftake he made
£ from a mifapprehenfion of the quelton,

€ In the prefence of Thomas Wiltar and Wm. B.
¢ Morris, twao refpechable citizens of Fhﬂﬂl]l:!pl:ia, he gave
¢ the amount of nine fgures multiplied by nine. He
¢ informed the firlt mentioned gnn:{:.-mm that he bepan
£ his application to figures by counting ten, and thar,
Lowhen he wat able o count o hundred {to ufe his own
X words) he thoughe himflf a very clever fellow.  His
£ hrit attempt, after this, was to count the number of
€ huirs in @ cow's tail, which he found to be 2872, He
& et amuled himfElf by counting grain by grain, a bu-
€ fhel of wheat, amd a bufhel of Hax-fecd. From this
£ e was led to calculare, with the moft perfelt accumcy,
¢ how many (hingles a ‘houfe, of certain dimenfions,
® would require to cover it; and how many pofls and
£ rails were neceflary to inclofe, and how many grains of
% comn were necelliry to fow, n certain quantity 6f ground.
¢ From this application of his talents, his: mifkrefs often
¢ derived confiderable benefie:

t At the time he gave this account of himfelf; he fid,
£ his memory began to fail him. He was grig-feadsd,
£ and exhibited [everal “other marks of the weaknefs of
£ old age.  He had worked hard, upon 3 farm;, during
£ the whale of his life, but had never been intemperate
L jn the ule of [pirituous liquors.  He fpoke with great
¥ relpedt of his miftrefs, and mentionsd, in a particular

£ manner,
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manner, his uh]i?l‘.iﬂn! to her for I‘L"f'l.iﬁllg ta fell |:|.i|:|'|.|,
which the had been tempted to, by offers of large fums
of money from feveral curious £ i
& Oneof the gentlemen, Mr. gaam, having remariked

in his prefence, That it was a pity he had Eﬂt an edu-

cation, equal to his genius, he Gid * Mo Mafs, it is

beft T got no learning, for. many learned men be great

fools. ™

¢ 1 do herehy certify that the above account of
¢ Thomas Fuller is truly ftaced, as the falls were

¢ communicited to me.
¢ Philadelphia, BENJ~. RUSH."
< Mov. 14 r788."

® Thy reader may sompamn the sbave scconnt wiih that given of ithe

famous feli-tanght eslenlator JEocaian Breyas, p. 24r, ofthe Geant,
Ml[l-tihl Feer 1754 AL B 437 of the {eme wesy ulefal -mll.:r.'lizm,, LR
Mermsic of M. Swedenbotg, conczrning the matkematical galents of
Cuantrs X1l of Sweden;, who frequently folved moit difficolt numeri=
i gal problomsy burely by theaght and memary, In which: aperationg
 gthers are obliged 1o talve great paiss and cedisps lsbear,—He fre-
& guently wied it as, an adsge, that. ¢ Meools fi jpreraes of sambery ia
£ fearer balf g man™" - What wonld Hin Majety ?w fald ‘af T haemus
Fuller t—I have not reom to08ddy s Dlstended, eitrafls-from the
poems of PHILLIS WHEATLEY , which ure fo many procis of African
capaeity. They were peinted In 1773 with an steeharlon that thay
wiere weltten by hery Bgned by Hin Exe, T, Ho veminaon; Gov. and
The Hons As Draves, Lisets Gov. of ‘N- Eopland witk nise athee
Gentlomen, 354 feven Clargymens  To thefe [ might 2333 cortain re=
fpeftakle gentlemas ln Loaden, who tells me that he was aoqualinged
with spr poetels, whils in England, that be wearelponded with her aftce
her retuss s Ballon (whare fhe wis muarried to's Me. Peteesy s perlon
of bar awn eadoue, who kepe a hep) thar the was speezmaaly ingeni=
s, and that ke cerminly wrote the peerm aferibed to her—In an epif=
tle !"I'u W. Eant or DanTumosTi, &2 &2 B glves this acconn of
heafell s
h ¢ Shoald you My Lann, while you perufe my fong,

¢ Wasder from wheno my bove of Feexnom (prung,

i Whenoe flaw thef= u-&ﬁwfl! tir canrmin g

i ﬂ'_:'_ll'nff.'l: Feartr alim wwnd! weder .

a1, FOUTE ini lifes by feemapg crued f:l:!:

& Way fsatch’d fromn Arwic's faney’d happy feat

¥ Whar pangs exceaviating muff mlyd,

W kar fwritat dalwe bs sy parest ¢ Brvn? F

¥ Eripl'd wiwy rhl:é:h.l.ﬂdér w8 iy '

L ﬂur}ﬁpq ,|_I|".J _Il'l:':r.'n.l' tain datky d:-ruw‘.i i

i Snb—-‘r_“'_ﬁ 5] :;ﬁ  aid gaf | tiea bt Iy

¢ Oibsgrs may pever Feel tyraanis fway F

. dec,
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ADDRESS to the whites. 167—to the the free ne-

groes I7Z. :

African negroes, fimple and innocent 56 — their pat-

riatifm 5.
Aﬁ_;]t;ull:urc, as praftifed in Barbadoes, 32 ct feq.
Allowanee of food, in Barbadoes, 13—in Jamaica 116,
Americans, their rapid increafe 157. A
Arpuments, ridiculous cnes, $o et Ieq.
Attachment to the foil would be fivourable to faves 154

Barbadoes, humanity of the inhabitants 18, 107, 113, 124-
132 —their loyalty, INTROD.— Magiftrates 17 —
erpy 8=—=Nilitia q;—C?FH and dungeons 137—
Dilfpenfary 138—General Aflembly 139,
Britens, compared to W, Indian flaver 5o, 121,
Burning alive 20, 131.

Cattle in Barbadoes 10—in Jamaica 120 and 158, .

Charaibs (black) their increale 1 &N

Children (negro) their treatment 2.

Cliriftianity, good cffeft of, 7. M.

Complexion not connefied with mind Gr—gradations of,
63—changes in, 65,

Corener’s inquefts on negroes 127.

Cowlkin defcribed 14.

Crop, its offefls v—duration'of, 118, M.

Cruelties 29 et feq.—F extreme cruckies and inbuamanity’
12g.

Decreafe {caufts of) of whites 4o, Mo—of negrocs 153
Domeftic flaves, their treatment 6; 14, 52.
Drrivers of negroes 42, 132. .
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ENOLISHMEN, their abhorrence of flavery 117, N.
Evidenco of negroes not valid againft whites 37, 142, 146,

Freedom fhould be gradually conferred, 2.

Gangs of flaves 12
Gibbeting alive 1g, 131,
Grounds, negrosy 119.

Hair; human and beftialy 71,

Hay, made in Jamaics, gy N

Hebrew nation, an inffance of their charity 138—theic
bondage in Egypt comparatively eafy, 139—their =
ereafr under it 158, M

Human nature, mark of, 68,

Interelt, a fenfe of, protedls not flaves, 37, 55, 113
Infurrcftion unreafonably dreaded g3—caules of, 130+

Jamaica, workhoufes :Ez—G:ru!t'ﬂ Aflembly 141, T42
and Inrrop. vii.—Marons 157. M
Jumper, his office 16,

Ladies, Britith, 18—of Barbadoes 18, 38, 107
Laws (the colonial) harfh 77.
— of Barbadoes, 4, 16, 1G; 3T 35 56, 144

of Jamaica 174, 120, 132 133 140, 143-
Lock'd jaw 155.

Managers 30, 43; 125-

Men with tals 67. -

Militia of Barbadees g7.
Multiplication of men, &c. 157
Mutilation of fizves 136.

Negroes, their capacity and equality to the whites vindi=
cated 5q et feg.—their mufic and dancing 77y 93
(free) %r and induftrious g2.
———— of extraordinary virtus and talents 180,
(new) their treatment, INTROD.

Orang outang, the opinion of Linngns concerning it bgy
Plantstion-bell 8.
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Plough, ¢ anfwers extremely well® in Jamaica 27, 11580

Ploughman, letter of an Englifl one, 115.

Pufnﬁar.im:.,, great in the Wedk Indies, 40, 88,

Power, abfolute, gencrally abufed 55,

Principles, general anes, £3.

Prm-ii{::-n;, ground, 13, 124. migkt abound in Jamaica
158, —N. putrid and rotten 174,

Punithments ordinary 15, 115.—capital 18, 131-

Quakers, their humanity and difintereftednafs 100, 177

Religion 58, 176.
Babbery committed on the flaves 4T.
Runaways, their treatmene, 16, 123,

SCoTLAND, refolution of the church afy 101,

Scramble, deferiptions of, 1171,

Seamen, fick, !r:lJ: on fhore by Guinea captains 86,

Servants, white, 4z, 117—Hond 43, 44.

Slaves,: their treatment, 6 et feq. 103, 118, 115—Warn
out and difealed, 34, 136, 140, 152 —majority of them
creales, 88, 150, A—increaie ofy Bg—intrufted with
arms, ge—their loyalty, ib.——* overworked and
“ under—fed" 104 —  hranded,” 122 — frequently’
* hilled, yag—caufes alfigned for their decreale cx-
amined. 153—aged 1 gb—their unparalleled decrealz,
15g=—not protefled 37, 147, 153, &c.

Sunday, how fpent by the flaves, 11, 116,

Tortures 19, 32, 131,
.

Weft Indians not more eruel than Europeans 5a.

Whites, fketch of their charadter 38 et feq.—work in
the fields 41—their prejudices g7—not fuperior o
negrocs Gi—their loyalty g5, and mvrroD,

Womsan pregnant, their treatment 13.

— indecently expoled and whipt 15,

Yaws 153and 152, N
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Page 3. line 39, from the tap, for er read mer.
—— 4 = 1. note, for of read ol
g, —- 2.4, dele for that ufe.
= 33, — DL after the word “explained' infert bya
jumper who either Bad put ity or had feen it put,
in practice.
—— 3g. —-= 25 for arguments powerful read powerful
ATEUmEnts.
—— f4. mote; for irradiation tead irradiatimg,
— f1. — 23, read * the harmlels doSrine that the
Africans are troe and bers fide men."
— 88, — q. for affedts read effells.
—— gg. note, L. &, for pirie read pitrd,
— 13? line ]Er.sfnr I':l]l:ls read I':.g:
— 12B. —= 2. for % many read fome.*!
There are alfo fome errors in the {pelling and  point-
ing, which the Reader is requefted to mmﬁ.
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