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F, HE Author of the following Account of
" Guinea having: been one of the earlielt
d meoft diftinguilhed advocares for the unfor-
‘funate Africans, a fhort account of him may
‘ot be unacceprable.

Anthony Benezet was of a refpectable family,
nd ‘was born at St. Quintin, in Picardy, in
713. His father was one of the many Pro-

Wteltants who, in confequence of the perfecutions
Wwhich followed the revocation of the ediét of
S Nantz, fought an afplum in foreign countries.
SAfter a fhore ftay in Holland, he fettled with
_?Es wife and feveral children in London, in

1715,

Usur Author having. received a liberal educa-
tion, ferved an apprenticefhip in an eminent
imercantile ‘howfe in  London. . In 1731, the
whole family removed to Philadelphia.  His
three brothers followed trade fuccelsfully; but
e, whofe purfuits were direéted to worthier
nbjects than the atrainment of wealth, and'whale
ighelt gratification confifted in promoting the
Ifare of mankind, chole the humble, bue
ifeful, occupation of inftrutting young people
in the paths of knowledge and virtue,

S00n
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Soon after his arrival in America, he joined
in profellion with the people called Quakers, |
The exertions of that {ociety to annihilate the [08
unchriftian praftice of holding negroes in flavery, |
are well known: In thefe endeavours, it is pre- |
fumed that no individual took a more active
pate than this worthy citizen of the world. His
writings on this fubje& were numerous; befides
feveral fmaller trafts, which were generally dif-

erfed, he publifhed, in the year 1762, the fol-
owing Account, of which this is the' fourth
edition; and in 1767, he alfo publithed his * Cap. |5
tion and Warning to' Great Britain and her |
Colonies.”  With the fame benevolent views, |

he not only availed himfelf of every opportunity |

of 'perfonal application, but alfo  correfponded
with many perfonsin Europe, America,‘and the

Weft Indies. Though mean in his perfonal | 0§

appearance, fuch was the courtely of his man=
ners, and fo evident che puricy of his intentions,
that he had ready accefs to people of all deferip- |
tions, and obtained the refpectof the few whom |
he failed to influence. '
About 1756, a confiderable number of French |
families were removed from Acadia to Pennfyl-
vania, on'account of fome political [ufpicions.
Towards thefe unfortunate people he manifefted
his ufual philanthropy, and exerted himfelf |
much in cheir behalf; and it was generally to
his care that the many contributions, raifed to
alleviate their diftreffes, were entrufted. In a
country where few underftood their language,
they were wretched and helplels : circumitances
which infured them his, cheerful affiftance.
Appre-
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pprehending that much advantage ~would
Rilc, both to the'individuals and the publick,
inftrufing the black people in common

I'. ."::' :rnlll‘lﬁ.. he m:ﬂnul'[:.‘ F]’u:nnttd the eltablifh=-

Bient of a fchool in Philadelphia for that purpofe.
B cndeavours were {occefsful, -and a ichool

Mor negroes was infticueed, and has been fup=

Boried ever fince, principally by the religious

Mocicty of which heiwas a member; inwhich
Mhowever they have been liberally affilted by

ll-difpofed perfons of other denominations.®

he two laft years of his life he devoted to'a
Perfonal atrendance of this fchool, being: ear-
Meltly defirous that the black people: might be
Bereer qualified for the enjoyment of that free-
om to which great numbers of them had then
Been reftored.  ‘Tothis, which he conceived to be
8 religions duty, he facrificed the fuperior emo-
Mumients of his former fchool, and his bodily
WEafe, although the weaknels of his conftitution
Heemned to demand indulgence. By his laft will
Mic directed, that after the deceafe of his widow,

Bhis whole little fortune (the ﬁﬁn%ﬁ of fifty years
Windultry) fhould, excepr a few I

nall legacies,
b applicd to the fupport of this Negroe ichool,
Ewhich had been fo much indebred to hiscare
Sand benevolence: fome (triking proofs of cheNe-
B roc-children’s advancement in learning in chis

chool have lately been tranfmirted to England.

* Dr. Wilfon, the late’ Reftor of St. Stephens, Wal-
brook, a fhort time hefore his deceale, fene gol. {fterling
fio him, 1o be applied to the fupport of this fehoal, intend-
fing to haye doubled the ben cfuftion : bat he died before he
feficited his bencvolent purpole,

The
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' The year preceding his decedfe, obferving |
thar the flave-trade (which during the war then |
recently: concluded had much declined) was re. |

viving, he addreflfed a pathetic letter on the N1

fubject to our amiable Queen, who, on hearing |8
the writer’s charafter, received it with marks |
of peculiar eondefcenfion.

After a few days illnefs, this excellent man
died at Philadelphia, in the fpring 1784. The |
interment of his remains was amnngd by feveral | ©
thoufands of all ranks, profeffions, and parties,
who appeared fincerely to unite in deploring the |
lofs of this friend of mankind. The mournful
proceflion was clofed by fome hundreds of thofe
poor Negroes, who had been perfonally bene.
fited by his labours, and whofe behaviour on
the oceafion affellingly evinced their gratitude
and affection for their indefarigable benefactor,
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HE {lavery of the Negroes

haying, of late, drawn the
veral J@tention of many {erious minded
,;;:,'ﬁ; ‘people, {everal trads have been pub-
mful | difhed fetting fa::rtﬁl its 1|1l:0nﬁﬂr.:n:c:,r
;Eﬁf’ 'g#itin every Chriftian and moral vir-
r on | ithe, which it is hoped will have
fude | eight with the judicious; efpeci-
OF: .;g]}r at a.time when the liberties of

fi

man
The

ankind are become fo much the
bbjc& of general attention. For the
fitisfaction of the ferious inquiret,
tho may not have the opportunity

feeing thofe trads, and fuch
Bthers who are fincerely defirous thae
#he iniquity of this practice may be-
ome apparent to thofe in whofe
power it may be to put a ftop to any
Mrther progrefs therein ; and in'or-
8er to enable the reader to form 4.

true.
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true judgment of this matter, which, =
though fo very important, is gene- S8
rally difregarded, ‘or fo artfully mif. e’
reprefented by thofe whofe interefi}
leads them to vindicate it, as to

' bias the opinions of people other-
wife upright, it is propoled to give
fome account of the different part;|
of Africa, from which the Ne-{§
groes are brought to America 3 with
an impartial relation from what mo-
tives the Europeans were firft indu-

- ced to undertake, and havefince con-|
tinued this iniquitous traffick. And &
here it will not be improper to pre-
‘mif'e, that tlmugh wars, ariﬁng from|®
the common depravity of human na-
ture, haye happened, as well among =
the Negroes as other nations, and the,
“weak {fometimes been made captives
to the firong; yet nothing appears injS
the various relations of the inter- 8
courfe and trade for a long time car- |
ried on by the Europeans on that|
_coaft, which would induce us to be-{

lieve,
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ieve, that there is any real founda-
“tion for the argument, fo common-
ly advanced in vindication of the
btrade, viz. ¢ That the flavery of the

[

;
ﬂ“ Negroes took its rife from a defire,
<< in the purchafers, to fave the lives
e of fuch of them as were taken cap-
N<¢ tives in war, who wonld otherwife
<< bave been facrificed to the impla-
¢ cable revenge of their conquerors.”
" A plea which, when compared with
the hiftory of thofe times, will ap-
Spear to be deftitute of truth; and
“to have been advanced, and urged,
P principally by fuch aswere concerned
Nin reaping the gain of this infamous

trai:ﬁcli, as a palliation of that, againft
“which their own reafon and confci-
ence muft have raifed fearful objec-
tions.
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W GUINEA affords ‘an ealy living to itd inha-
& birants; with Bue litde rail. The' climate
agrees well with the narives, but is extreme-
ly unhealthy to the Europeans. Produces
provifions in the greatelt plenty. Simplicity
of their houfholdry.  The coift of Guinea de-
feribed from the river Senegal to the kingdom
of Angola. The fruitfulnels of thar part ly-
ing on and between the two great rivers Sene-
gal and Gambia, Accountof the different na-
tions fectled there.  Order of Government
among the Jalofs. Good account of fome of
the Fulis. 'Fhe Mandingos; their manage-
ment, government, &c, Theirworfhip. M.
Adanfon's account of ‘thofe countries. . Sor-
prizing vegetation. ' Pleafint appearance of
the country. He found the natives very foei-
able and Dh|5gi|lg.
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HEN the Negraes' are econfidered
barely in_ their prefent abjedt ftate of
avery, broken-{pirited and dejected ; 'and too
aly credit is given to the accounts we frequently
ar orread of their barbarous and favage way
f living in their awn country;: we fhall be
atirally induced 'to look ‘upon” them as ifi-

B capable
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€apable of improvement, deftitute, miferable,
and infenfible of the benefits of life; and thac
our permitting them to live amonglt us, even
on the moft oppreflive terms, is to them a favour.
Bur, ‘on impartial enquiry, the cale will appear
to be' far otherwifey we fhall And that there is
{carce a country in the whole world, thatis bet-
ter calculated for affording the necelfary com-
forts. of life to its inhabitants, with lels folici-
tude and toil, than Guinea; and thar notwith-
ftanding the long converle of many of 1s in-
habitants with (often) the werlt of the Euro-
peans, they ftill retain a great deal of innocent
fimplicity ; and, when not ftirred up to revenge
from the frequent abufes they have received
from the Europeans in general, manifeft-them-
felves to be.a humane, fociable people; whole
faculties are as capable of improvement as thofe
of other men; and that their ceconomy and

overnment is, in many refpects, commendable.
ﬁl-:nce 1t.up£:=_us they might have lived happy,
if not difturbed by the Europeans; more efpeci-
ally, if thefe laft had ufed fuch endeavours as

theirchriftian profeffion requires, to communicate |

to the ignorant Africans that f{uperior know-
ledge which providence had favoured them with,
In order to fet this matter in its troe lighe,
and for the information of thofe well-minded

‘people who are delirous of being fully -ac-

quainted with the merits of a caufe, which is of
the utmoft confequence ; as therein the lives and
happinefs of thoufands, and hundreds of thou-

fands, of our fellow: Men have fallen, and are _'.

daily, falling, a facrifice to felfifh avarice and

ufurped power, I will here give fome account of |3

the feveral divifions of thole parts of Africa

from |
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from whence the Negroes are. brought, with
a [(ummary of their rm&uce; the difpofition

izbicants, their improve-
ments, &c. &, extratted from authors of credic;
moftly fuch as have been principal officers in the
I.":llgiifh, French, and Daocch faftories, and who
refided  many years in thofe countries, But

? firlt it is neceffary. to premife, a5 a remark

generally applicable to the, whole coaft of Gui-
new, “FThar pke Ahwighty whe bas determined, and
‘- appointed the bounds of the babitation of men on
#. bbe face of the earth, in the monner thac is

-moft conducive to the well-being of their

§ different nacures ‘and' difpofitions, has'fo ordered

it, that although Guinea is extremely unhealchy™®
to the Europeans, -of whom many thoufands
have met there with a miferable and untimel

B 2 qu.dt

* Geadleran's Magazipe, Supplement, 1763, Extralt & a
detier qurirees frim the-dfand of Senegal, by Mr. Rovar, pragi-
pizper ef” plojic theees 1o D Brockiolly of Lendva,

* To form = juft ideaaf the pnhealthinsG of the climate,
it will be neceffary to comceive 1 couptry exten ding three

'

. hupdred leagnes Eaft, 30d mare to the Marth and outh.

™ Thraugh this country feveral large rivers empty them-

| “* felves into the fea; parcizelarly the Sanngs, Gambia,

" and Sherbro ; thefe, 'during the rainy manths, which
v heginin July, and conrmue tll Oftober, averflow their

banics, and lay the whale fae country under water; and
** indeed the very fadden rift of thefe rivers isincrodible to
perlons who ‘have never been within the tropieks, and
are. unacquainted with the violent raffs that fall thees.
At-Galem, sioe hundred’ milés from the south of the
Sariaga, 1 am informed thar the wavers rife gne hob-
dred and fifty feet perpendicolar from the bed of tha
river, This ipformation 1 received from a gentleman,
o arho
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end, . yer it is ‘not {o with the Negroes, who
enjoy a good ftate of health®,sand are able to pro-
cure’ 1o themiclves: a comforrable fubfiftence;
with much lefs car¢ and toil’ than is'neceffary-in
our more northern climate ;. which !laft advan-
tage “arifes not only -from the warmeh of the
climare, buc alfo from: the overflowing of ithe
rivers, whereby the land is regularly muill'rn_r.‘d:i
} Wi : an

ot wehowas Taspesns mate to a-party fent there, and theonly
“¢ fusvivor of theee caprsins command, each confifting of
1€ one  captain, two lisitenants, one enfign, a {urge-
1 an's mate, three (erpeants, three corporaly, and fifty pri-
wvatep.,
CWhen the rafns arelat an end, which ufoslly hap-
pons in- Oftober, the intenfe hear of the fun foon . driga
up the waters which lie on the higher parts of the
earth, and the remuinder forms lakes of fagnaned wiaters,
in whith-are foord all forts of dead-animals : ~Thele
waters' every day decreaie, till at Iaft they are quite
exBaled; and then the eflovia’ that arife are almoft in-
# fupportable. " At this feafon, the winds blow fo very
* kot from off the Iand, that T can ‘tompare them to no-
¢ thing but the heat proceeding cutof the moath of an
‘% gyen.  This oeeafions the Europeans to be forely vexed
“¢ with bilious and’ putrid fevers.  Erom this aceount you
0 will ot be furprized, that che ol lofe- 6C Britith fub-
# jedtd in this ifland only, amoonted to shove two thou-
2% fand Bve hundred, in the fpace 'of three; yeirs. that T

% was there, infoch o putrid moilt zir as I have deferib-
LLA L 4

. .*James Barbor, agent general to the French African
company, in his account of - Africa, page log,. fays,

+# The natives are feldom' troobled with any diftempers,
4 being litde affefied with the unhealthy air, In tem-

i £ peltoons times they keep muchowishin'doors ;- and when
' expofed to the westher, gheir kins  being foppled; and

«f pores clofed by daily anointing with palm oil, the wea-
14 ther ¢an make but little imprefion on them™
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tand rendered extremely ferrile; and beiag.-in
Cmany places improved by culture, abounds with
‘grain and fruits, cattle, poultry, &c.. The earth
lyieldsallsthe year atfreth fupply of food s Few
cloathsiare requilite, and little art neceffary in
making ‘them, ‘or in thé conftruftion of their
houfes, which are very fimple, principally. cal-
culated: to defend them from the tenipeftuous
P {tafons and-wild beéafts; a éw diy-reeds cov-
' ered: with mates ferve - for their beds.  The
other furniture, excépt what belongs to cook-
ery, gives' the women but little troubles the
imaveables of the greateft amongithem amoun¢-
ing:onlyito a few earchen: pots;, fome wooden
Sautenfils, and gourds or:calabathes ; from thefe
& Laft, which - grow almoft naturally- over their
B huts; to which they afford an ‘agreeable fhade,
o8 they are abundantly ftocked with good clean vel-

§ fels - for moft, houthold ufes, ‘being of different
0 fizes, from half a pint to-(everal gallons,

b, Thar parc'of Africa from which the Negroes
28 are: fold to be ‘carried into Navery, commonly
B known by the name of Guinea, extends along
20 the coaft three or four thoufand miles, Begin-
B ning dt the river Senegal; fituace about the 1th
W degree of ‘North latitude, being the nearelt part

of 'Guinea, 3s well to Furope as to North

S América; from thence to the river Gambia, and

in a foutherly courfe:to Cape Sierra Leona; com~
Y Erl:]wnrjs a coalt of about feven hundred miles 5
W being the fame trad for which Queen Elizabeth
granted charters to the firlt rtraders fo thac
coalt, From Sierra Leona, the land of Guj.
nea takes a turn to the ealtward, extending
that courle abour fifteen hundred miles, includ-

B 3 ing
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ing thofe feveral divifions known by the name of
the Grain Coaft, the Tvory Ceaft, the Gold Coaaft,
and the Slave Coaft, with the large kivgdom of Benin
From thence the land runs fouthward along the
coalt abour twelve hundred: miles, which cons
tains the .Hngd'm; gf Congo awd Angola ; ‘there the
etade for laves ends.  Fromwhich to the fouth-
ermoft Cape of Africa, called the Cape of Good
Hope, the country is fertled by Cafires and Hot-
tentots, who have nevér been concerned in the
miaking or felling flaves.:

OFf the parts which are above deferibed, the
firft which prefents itfelf to view, is that firuare
on the preat river Senegal, which is fuid to be
navigable more than a thoufand miles; and is
by travellers ' deferibed ' to be very agreeable
and fruichul. © Andréw Brue, principal fadtor b
the French African company, who lived fixteen
years in that country, after defcribing its
fruitfulnefs and- plénty, near the fea, addss,
¢ The farther you go f:rum the {ea, the count
et an the river {eems the more fruicfil and w;?]:
s improveds abounding with Indian’ corn,
e pulfe, fruit; &ec.' Here are valt meadows,
¢s which feed large herds of grear and.fmall
e cartley and poultry numerous. The-villages
vt that lic thick on the river; fhew the countiy
« js well peopled,” The fame author, in the |
account of a voyage he made upthe river Gam-
bia, the mouth mgwhirh lies about three hund-
red miles South of the Senegal, 2nd is navig-
able about fix hundred miles up the ‘country, |

] fays, B

® Altley's Colleftu vol. 3. prge 46.
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ys®, ¢ That he was furprized to [ee the land
fo well cultivated ; fearce a {pot lay unim-
proved 3 the low lands, divided by fmall
capals; were all fowed with rice, &c. the higher
ground planted wicth millet, Indian corn, and
peale of different forts ; their heef excellent
poultry plenty, and very cheap, as well asall
other neceffaries of life.” Francis Moor, who

8 :
W was fent from England about the year 1735, in

W the fervice of the African company, and refid-
ed at James Fort, on the river Gambia, or in
pther fatorics on that river, about fAve years,
‘confirmis .the above account of the fruitfulnefs
of the. country,  William Smath, who was fent
Sin the year 1726, by the AfricanCompany, to

W furvey their fetclements throughout the whole

Y coalt of Guinea; § fays, * The country about

"5_“ the Gambia iz pleafant and fruitful ; provifions
8¢t of all kinds being plenty, and exceeding
24¢ cheap.”  The country on and between the
L two above-mentioned rivers is lagge and exten-
five, inhabited principally by thole three Negroe

nations known by the name of Jalofs, Fulis,

and Mandingos, The Jalofs poficfs the middle
of the country. The Fulis principal fettlement

® js on both fides of the Sensgal ; great numbers
& &

of thele people are alio. muxed wirh the Man-
dingos ; which laft are moiftly {ectled on both
fides the Gambia. . The government of the Jalofs
is reprefenced as under -a better regulation than
can be expeded from the common opinion we

By entertaim

* Afley's Colleftion of Voyapes, xoli 2, page 86,
§ William Smith"s Voyage to Guines, pife 51, 34
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entertain of the Negroes.. We are told in the
Colleétion, * © That the King hasundeér him fe-
# veral minifters of ftate, who afift himin the ex-
“ ercife of juftice.  The grind Ferafo is the chicf
* juftice through all the Kings dominions, and
 goes in circuit from time to time to hear com-
¢ plaints, and detérmine ‘controverfies. . The
* King's freafirer exercifes the fame'employment,
* and hasunder him Alkairs, who are povernors
¢ of towns or villages. That the Kendi, “or
€€ Ficeray, goes the circuit with the chief juftice,
¢ both to'hear caufes; and infpedt into the be-
£ haviour of the kadi, or chief magiftrace of
“ ‘every village in their feveral diftricts §.”
Fafeoncelas, an' avthor mentioned in the Col-
lettion, ‘fays, ‘< the ancienteft ‘are’ preferred to
® be the FPrince's counfellers, who keep alwiys
<t abaout his perfon ; and 'the'men 'of moft judg-
€ ment and experience are the judges”  The
Fuliy are fertled on both fides' of the river
Senegal.: their country, which is very fruirful
and populous, extends near four hundred miles
from Eaft ro Weft. They ‘are: generally of a
deep rawney complexion, appearing to bear fome
affiniity with the Moors, whole country they join
on, the North. They are good farmers, and
miake good harvelt of corn, cotron, tobacco, &e,
apd breed great numbers ‘of cattle of all kinds.
Bartholomew Stibbs, (mentioned by Fr. Moar)
in his account of that country fays, *'* They
¢ were @ cleanly, decent, indufirious peoplty and wery

' w0 affadfe™

* Altley’s Collection, vol'z. pape 358.
§ Idem® 25o,
* Moor's Travels into diftanc parts of Africs, page 198,




[ %]

affable.’". But the molt particular accaunt we

Ib;l.rt of ‘thefe people; s fromm ~Frapeis -Meer

hgmﬁ.lf who ays®, *¢ Some of thefe: Fuli blacks,

.§4 i

(19

e who dwell on'both fides the river Gambia,
are in fubjeftion to'the Mandingos, amongit
whom theydwell, having been probably driven
ot of their country by wanor famine.. They
have chiefs of  their:owny: who mule awith
much moderation, Few of themowill drinle
brandy, of wany thing ftronger than water
and’ fugar, being ftrit Mahometans,: ‘Their
form ‘of government goes on ealy; -becaule
the ]_‘.-L,.-:]FI]I: are of a ['nu-[! ql.m:t riiﬁm!rht:n,
and'fo well inftrufted iniwhat is right, thava
man who does ill, 15 the abomination’ of ally
gnd none- will fuppore him againft the chicf.
In thefe countries, the natives: are not co-
vetous Cof <land, defiring no more than whae
they ufe; and?as they donot plough with
horfes and cattle, they can ufe but very li.ﬂ]r:,
therefore the Kings: are willing to give the
Filis leave to live in the country, and. cul-
tivate their lands.  If-any: of their people
are known to be.made ldves, all the Fuolis
will ‘join o) redeem them 5 they allo [upport
the old; the Blind,:and hml:. amonglt them-
{elves; and as far as their 1bu:n=s go, they
fupply the neceflities.of the Mandingos, great
numbers - of whom they have maintained in
farmine.” ' The author; from his own obler=

-v:x'rlc-ns, 'f'11.s, £ lll.:j,* WErE r.l.n.]].' ANErYs and

o
v

that he never heard them abule one ancther.
T e

* Thid, paps2l.
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" Ths Mandingor are {id by 4. Broe beforemens |
tioned, ** To be the moft numerovs npation |
teon the Gambia, belides which, numbers of |
¢ them are difperfed over all thefe countries; |
“ being the moft rigid Mahometans among the |
® Negroes, they drink neither wine nor brandy, |
¢ and are politer than the other Negroes. The
¢ chi¢f of the trade goes through their hands.
e Many are indoftrious and laborious,  kee
¢ ing their ground well cultivated,. and breed-
® ing a4 good ftock of carle®.  Every town
® has an dlkadi; or Govermor, who has great
¢ power; for moft of them having two com-
£t mon felds of clear ground, one for corm,
% and the other for rice, sbe Alkadi appoints
&t the labour of all the people.  The men
¢ work the corn ground, and the women and
e oirls the rice pround; and as they all | 8
% equally labour, fo he equally divides the | B8
“ corn amongft chem; and in cafe they are
t in want, the others fupply them.. This Al-
< kadi ‘decides all guarrels, and has the firlt |8
*voice in all conferences in town affairs.” 8
Some of thefe: Mandingos who are {ettled ac
Galem, far up the river Senegal, can read and
write Arabic talerably, and arc 2 good hofpitable
people, who carry on a trade with the inland
mations.  * 4 They are extremely populous in
<t thofe parts, their women being fruitful, and
€ they not fuffering any perfon amongft them,
“ but fuch as are guilty of crimes, to h;l: made
t flaves.”

* Aftley's Colleft vol. 2. page 284,
+ Alley’s Colledk. val. 2. ‘page73.
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flaves.” We are told ‘from’ Joblon, * § That
“#¢ the Mahomerar Megroes fay their prayers thrice
¢ a day. Eachwillage has aprieft who ealls them
to theirduty. Itis furprizing (fays the author)
as well as commendable, to (ee the modefty, at-
tention and reverence they obferve durin
their worthip. Heialked fome of their priefts
*the purport of ctheir prayers and ceremonies 5
St cheir antwer always was, That they adored 'Ged
S8 by profirating themfelves - before bimy that' by
bumbling themfelves, they acknowledged their
B¢ goom ffipnifcancy, and farther intreated bive to
f€ forgive tociy fawlts, and to grant them all good
=4 and neceffary tbingd as well ay'deliverante from
el Jobfon takes  notice of feveral good
Squalitics' in ‘thefe Negroe priefts; particularly
£ ﬁh:ir great {obriety. ' They gain their livelihood
& by keeping fchool forthe education of the child-
g ren. - The boys are taught to read and wrice,
 They not only reach fchool, but’ rove about che
¢ country, teaching and inftru€ing, ‘for which
o the whole country is open to them; and they
* have a free courfe through all places, though
% the Kings may be at war with one another.
8 The three fore-mentioned nations pradtife’ fe-
A veral trades, ‘as” {michs, pottérs, fadlers, ‘and
& weavers.  Their'fmiths particularly work neacly
W in gold and filver, and make knives, ‘hacchets,
W reaping. hooks, fpades and fhares to cut iron,
W &c, &c. ' Their potters make neat tobacco
8 pipes, and pots to' boil their food. Some au-
& thors"fay that weaving is their principal rade;
this

Al S

i Ihid. zp5,
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this: is done by! the women and girls, who
fpin and weave very fine cotton cloth; which
tE:’f-d};‘n bive ‘or black. * F.-Moor fays, the
Julofs particolarly make great quantities of the
cottan cloth; their pieces are’ generally twency-
feven yards long, and about nine inches broad,
theirlooms being very narfow ;- thefe they few
neatly togecher, o 4 to fupply the ufe of broad
clath. '
“Tt was in ‘thele parts of Guifiea, that M.
Adanfon, correfpondent of the Royal Academy
of Sci¢nces at F:ris, mentioned ' in fome for-
mer publications; was employed from the yedr
1749, to the year'175 3, wholly in making marwral
and- plylofopbical - oblervationson- the country
about the rivers Senegal and Gambia, Speaking
of -the:great-heats: in Senegal; he fays; =+ Itis
* 'to-them that they‘are partly ‘indebred for the
% fertility. of ‘their slands; - which. is" (o Erear,
4 that, with-little Jabour ‘and ‘care; there iz

€ no fruit norgrain buc grow in great plenty,”
Of the foil on the Gambia,: he fays, {1t is
£ rich and deep; and amazingly fertile; it pro-
** duces fpontancoully, and almolt without cul-
*¢ tivation, all the necefMaries of life, grain, fruit,
*¢ herbs, and roots. - Every thing ‘marures to
« perfetion,- and is excellent in its kind.s”
Qe thing which always furprized him, was the
prodigious rapidity with which_the fap of trees
' repairs

* F. Moor, z8.
+ M. Adanfon's Voyage to Senegal, &c, page jo8.

1 Tdem, 164,
" M:Adﬁ‘i; page 16z,
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' “Fepairs any lofs they may ]1:L|1p:n to Tultain inthae

’cuumr} o And T'was never,! fays he, “ more
“%¢ aftonifhed, than when'landing four days after

the Iqu:u(ks Had' devoured 1ﬁ the froies and
t leaves, and even the buds of ‘the trees, to
% find * the trees covered with new leaves, and
*they did mor feem rto me to have fuffered

ii"‘ much.” §# It was chen,” fays the fame an-

fl]mr, “ the fih fealon; you mighe fee them in
£t fhoals approaching towards land. Some of
5 thofe fhoals were ﬁi’tj.-' fathom I'qlrﬂrc. and
# the fillr croudéd together in fuch a manner,
#¥¢ a5 o roll upop oneanother, withour being able
¢ to fwim. - As foon as the Negroes perceive
e chien coming towards land, they jump into the
Bec warer with a bafket in one hand, ‘and fwim

b with the other, "i'h.r_'}' need n-n]}r o 3‘-'lung¢:

b*° and to lift up their batker, and chey are fure
£ o’ recurn loaded wich! Rib.™  Speaking of

S the appearance of the country, and of the ik

]"-nl'l:.nn of the people, he fays, | * Which way
pe¢ foever 1 rurned mine eyes on this pleafant

& ¢ {por, 1 beheld a perfeft image of pure nature;
. |' £€ an .ar'Tl:L.'lb]I: {olitude, bounded on every fide

i by c]mrmmﬂ landfeapes 3 the “riral fEuation
B't of cottages in the.midit of trees ; the eafe and
¢ indolence of the Negroes, reclined under the
«¢. fhade of their fpreading’ foliage; the fimpli-
e rl_t:pI of their drefs and mannpers; the ‘whole

Iri%:,i*‘ revived in my mind the “idea 'of our frfk

¢ parents, and I feemed 1o contemplate *the
¥ world “in its” primitive ftace, * They are, ge-
 nerally

§ Idem, pageisa. [l Thid, PAEE 54
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« nerally fpeaking, very good-natured, fociable,
* and obliging. I was nota little pleafed with
< this my reception; it convinced me,
¢ that there ought to be a confiderable abare-
¢ ment made. in the accounts 1 had read and
£¢ heard every where of the favage charafter of
¢ the Africans. . I obferved both in Negroesand
¢ Moors, great humanity and {ociablenefs, which
A gave me ftrong hopes thac I fhould be ve
*¢ fafe amongft them, ‘and meet with the fuc::%
¢¢ I defired in my enquiries after the curiofities
« of the country®” Hec was agreeably a-
mufed with the converfation of the Negroes, their
Jables, dialogues, and switty flories with which they
entertain each other alternately, according to
their cuftom, Speaking of the remarks which
the natives made to him, with relation to the
Mlars and plawets, he fays, < Itis amazing, thac
*¢ luch a rude and illiterate people, thould reafon
* fo pertinently in regard to thole heavenly
¢ bodies; there is no manner of doube, but thae
« with p_'rufaer inftruments, and a good will,
*t they would become accellent affranomers,”

C AP, L

THE Ivery Ceaft; its foil and produce. The
character of the pafiver mifreprefented by fome
authors, Thefe mifreprefentations occafioned
by the Ewropeans having treacheroufly carried

off

® Adagfon, page 252, ibid,
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) off many of their peoples Fobn Smith, fur-
L weyer to the African company, his obfervations
" thereon.! Fobn Sneck's remegrks. . The Goid
Coaft and Slove Coaft bhave the moft En-
ropean  faferies, and furnifh the greateft
number of laves to the Ewropeans. - Exceeding
fertile. The country of A, and of e,
Good account of the inlend people.  Great
filhery. Extraordingry trade for ilaves,  The
Slave Coaff. The kingdem of #idak. Fruitful
and pleafant. The pauves kind ‘and oblig-
ing. Very populous. Keep regular markets
y and fairs. © Good order therein. Murder,
adoltery, and thefe feverely punifhed. The
King’s revenues. The principal people have
an idea of the true God., Commendable care
of the poor, Several fmall' governmenes depend
on phasder and the fave trade.

a
L

THRT part of Guinea known by the name
of the' Grafr, and Jewory Coaff, comes nexc
¢ in courlfe. This conft exrends about five hundred
miles. . The foil appears by account, to be in
general fertile, producing abundance of rice and
roots ; indigo and cotton thrive withour culc-
vation, and tobacco would be excellent, if care-
fully manufaftured; chey have fh in plenty;
their Aocks greatly increafe, and cheirtrees are
loaded with fruic. They make 2 corron eloth,
which fells well on the coaft, In a'word, che
country is rich, and the commerce advantage-
ous, and might be greatly augmented by fuch as
would - cultivate the friendup of the natives.
Thefe “are reprefented by fome writers as a rude,
dreacherons people, whillt feveral other anrbery of
credit

W
|
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credir. give them a very different charafter] re-
prefentmng them asyenfble, conrtecur, and the faireff
fraders on the eanft of Guines.. In the Colledtion,
they are faid ® tobe averfe todrinking to'excels,
and fuch as'doy are feverely punithed by the King's
order: On enquiry why there is fuch a dif
agreement in the charatter given of thefe people,
it appears, ‘that though they are naturally inclin-
ed to be kind fo firangers, with® whom they
are fond of trading, yet the freguent injuries done
them: by Europeans, have occafioned their being
Swpicious and. fby: The fame caufe has been the
accafion of the ill treatment they have fometimes
given to innocent ftrangers, who have attempted
to trade with them.  As the Europeans have
no fectlement on this part of Guinea, the trade
is earried on by fignals from' the fhips, on the
appearance of which the natives ufually come
on: board in their canoes, hri_nging their pold-
dult, ivory, &c. which has given opportanity
to fome villainous Europeans to carry them off
with their effedts, or retain them on board Till
a ranfom is paid. It is noted by fome, that fince
the European voyagers have carried away feveral
of thele people, their miftruft is fo grear, that
it is very difficule to prevail on them to corie
on board. William Smith remarks, <+ As we paffed
*¢ along | this coalt, we very often lay before
* a town, and fired a gun for the patives
* to come off, but no foul came nedr us;
““at length we learnc by fome fhips that were

trading

. *® Colleftion, vol 2. page sfo:
+ W. Smilh: page .ﬁ? t
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trading down the coaft, that the natives
came {eldom on board an Englith fthip, for
fear of being detained or carried off; yet
at laft fome ventured on beoard; bucif thele
chanced 1o I'ﬁ}' any arms, they would all im-
mediately take to their canoes, and make the
beft of their way home. They had then in
their polleMion one Bewjamin Crofr, the mate
% of an Englith veliel, who was derained by
¥ them to make reprifals for fome of their
% men, who had formerly been carried away
#5 by fome Englifh veffel" In the Caolledtion wea
fire told, § Thir wilfamens cuflom fn oo often
Wraiifed, chicfiy &y the Briftol and Liverpool fg;'-p:,
Wwd iz a preat deiriment ic the flave trade om fhe
Eﬁr{.ﬁ':mrﬂ' eoaft. Fabn Snock, mentioned in Bofman]],
when on thae coalt, wrote, * We calt anchor,
€ bhot not one Negroe coming on board, [ went
W on (hore, and after having [taid a while on che
$¢ ftrand, fome Negroes came to me; and being
W defirous. to' be informed why they did not
come on board, 1 was anfwered, that about

L
PR two - months ' before, the Englith 'hadl been
e i

there with two large vellels, and had ravaged

SEE the country, deltroyed /all their capoes,: plun-
S dered their houles, and carried off fome of

their people, upon which the rémainder fled
o the inland country, where moft of them
wereat that time; fo thar there not being

= much to be done by vz, we were obliged to

® recurn on board. * When I enquired after
= “ their

§ Afley’s Colleflion, vol. 2. page 475,
Il W. Bofman's Defeription of Guines, "paje'gq0,
* W. Bolman's Delcription of Guines, Page 439,
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¢ their wars with other countries, they told me
& they were not often troubled wirh them; bue
*« if any difference happened, they chofe rather
“ to end the difpute amicably, than come to
 arms. §'7  He I‘E::und the inhabitants civil and
good nirured. Speaking of the King of Rio Sefiro,
ower down the coaft, hefays, * He wasa very
&t aprecable, obliging.man, and all his {ubjefts
5 civil, as well as very laborious in agricul-
¢ pure, and the purluies of crade. . Marchais
fays, T * That though the country isvery popu-
% lous, yet none of the natives except criminals
« are fold for flaves.” Faillart never heard of
any fectlement being - made by the Europeans
on this parc of Guinea ; and Smith remarks,
® o Thir chefe coalts, which are divided into
£¢ feveral little kingdoms, have feldom any wars,
¢ which is the rc:%:-n the (lave trade is not fo
¢ good here as on the Gold and Slave Geafl,
¢ where the Europeans have feveral fores and
e faftories," A plain evidence chis, that it is
the intercourfe with the Europeans, and their
ferclements on the coaft, which give life to the
flave trade,

Next adjoining to the Jvery Coaff, are thofe
called thie Gold Coaff, and the §lave Coaffs 'au-
thors are not agreed about their bounds, but
their extent together along the coaft may be
about five hundred miles. And as the policy,
produce, and ceconomy of thele two kiﬂgﬁum}
()

&

§ Thid. y41. 4+ Aftley's Colle@tion, wvol-z. page go5:
* Jmith's voyage to Guinea, page 113,
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" f Guinea ‘are much the fame, [ fhall deferibe
= phem together,
o Here the Europeans have the greatelt number
f forts and factories, from whence; by means
F the Wepro faltors, a trade s carried on about
ﬁmd miles back in the inland country;
hereby great numbers of flaves are procured
bas well by means of the wars which arife among(t
["irhc N{\-gmr:s, or are formented by the EUI‘:}[JE:HLS,
‘a5 thofe brought from the back country. Here
we find the natives sore reconeifed fo the Enropean
manners and frade; bur, at the [ime time, mech
more fiured (o war, and ready to afift the Eu-
Sropean traders in procuring loadings for the
preat number of velels which come yearly on
Wthale coalts for Maves. This part of Guinea is
Wagreed by hiftorians to be, in general, extraor-
Wdiinary fruitful and agredable ; rpmducin[; (accord-
Ying to the difference of the foil) valt quantities
bof rice and other grain; plenty of fruic and
troots; -palm wine and ‘oil, and filh in great
babondance, with much tame and wild éattle,
W Bofman, principal faftor for the Dutch at
2 D'Elmina, {peaking of the country of Axim,
* which is [iruate near the beginning of the Gold
& Coalt, “fays®,  The Nepro inhabitants are
ot penerally very rich, driving a great trade with
g“ the Europeans for gold: That they are in-

t* dultrioully employed either in trade, flhing,
1 ¢ or agticulture; but chiefly in the culture of

B rice, which grows hefe in an incredible

$¢¢ abundance, and is tranfported hence all over
Ca tithe

* Bofman's Defcriptiom of the Coalk of Guinea, p. 5+
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¢ the Gold Cpaft, The inhabitants, in liew,
* rewurning full fraught with miller, yams,
“ potataes, and-palm oil.” The fame author
fpeaking of the country of Ante, fayst,
< This country,, as well as the Gold oaft,
¢ abounds with ‘hills, enriched with extra-
“¢ ordinary high and beauriful erees; jrs valleys,
* becwixe the hills, are wide and extenfive, pro-
¢ ducing in great abundance very good rice,
* millet, yams, poratoes, and other fruics, all
e !guud intheir kind.” He adds, * In fhort, ic
* 1ga land thatyields its manurers as plentiful
“ a crop as they can wilh, with great quantities
< of palm wine and oil, befides being well fur-
¢ nithed with all forts of tame, as well as wild
¢ bealts; "buc that the laft faral wars had re-
o duced it to a miferable condition, and itrip-
t ped it of moft of its inhabitants,” The ad-
Joining country of Fetw, he fays®, % was
% formerly fo powerful and populous, that it
“ ftruck terror into all the neighbouring na-
£ Hons g butitis at prefent {o drained by con-
“ rinual wars, thar it is entirely ruined; there
¢t does ot remain inhabiants fufficient to til]
# the country, though it is fo fruitful and plea-
# fant that it may be compared to the country
¥ of Ante juit before delcribed, Frequencly,
€ fays that author, when walking through it
= before the laft war, I have feen je abound
€ with fine well buile and populous towns,
agreeably enriched with vaft quantities of

1% corn,

“+ Bofmin"s Deéfeription of the Coalt of Guinea, pu 141
* Holman, page 41.
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corn, cattle, palm-wine, and oil. _The inha-
£ birants all applying themfelves withoue any
¢ diftinftion to agriculeore; fome faw earn,
others prefs oil, "and draw wine from palm
#¢ rrees, with both whichic is plentifully ftored. ™
William Smich gives much the fimé accounc
pof the before-mentioned parts of the Gold Coalt,
ganc adds, ¢ The country about D'Rlmina and
** Cape Coaft, is mich che fame for beauty and
* goodnefs, bur more populous; and the neirer
* we come towards the Slave Coaft, the more
“ rjcligh:ful and rich all the COUNEries dre, pro-
& ducing all forts of trees, fruits, roots, and
& herbs,” that grow within the Torrid Zone,"
J. Barboc alfo remarks®, with refpedt to the
l'_euun:rics of Ante and Adom, * Thit the foil is
&' very pood, and fruidul jn corn’ and other
#* produce, which ic affords in' fuch plenty, that
& befides whit [frves ‘for their ‘owi uie, they
* always export grear quanticies for fale; they
¥ have = competent number of cattle, boch
O tame and wild, and 'che fivers are abundintly
o ftored with Al (6 chat nothing 'is wintin
"= for'the fappore 6f life,  and ta make ft ealz. ™

In the Cullection it is faid £, ¢ That the inland
£ People an that part’ of " tife coull, " émploy
B themifelves in rillage dnd trade, -and fupply
8% the marker wich coriy, frolr, “and palm wine;
% the ‘cotntry producing fuch vaif plenty” of
% Indian corn, tharaBundanee j¢ daily xporead,
u as well by Evropeins a5 Blacls refotting thi-

A
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* Jolin Barbae's Defeription of Guinea,

o
tAfley's Collet, vl 2. FAge 515 PRt
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« ther from other parts,” * Thele inland peo-

e ple are faid to live in great unionand friend-~
e fhip, being generally well tempered, civil,
¢ and traftable; not apt to (hed human blood,
¢ (except when much provoked,) and ready to
« affift one another.” In the Collettion ® it is
aid, - © Thae the Afbhing bulinels is efteemed
« on the Gold Coalt next to trading; that thole
# who profefs it are more numerous than thofe
«« of other employments., That the greateft
¢ pumber of tﬁ:ﬂ: are at Kommendo, Mina,
« and Kormantin; from each of which places,
¢ there go out every morning, (Tuelday ex-
¢ cepted, which is the Fetifh day, or day ﬂl’yrefl)
« five, fix, and fometimes eight hundred canoes,
o from thirteen to fourteen feet long, which
e fpread themfelves two leagues at %:n. each
e fifherman tnn}'indg in his canoe a fword, with
¢ bread, water, and a little fire on a large ftone
e o rodlt filh. Thus they labour tiIEannnn,
e when the fea breeze blowipg frefh, they re-
e turn to the (hore, generally laden wich fith;
¢ a_quantity of which the inland inhabitants
 come down to buy, which they fell again ac
¢ the country markets."”

William Smith fays §; % The country about
e Acra, where the Englilh and Ducch have
¢ each a ftrong forr, is very delightful, and
#¢ the natives courteous and civil to {trangers.”
He adds, * That this place feldom fails of an
s¢ extraordinary good trade from the inland

¥ country,

* Colleftion, vol. 2. pa f
1 William Smith, page f:sfw
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6 country, efpecially for Naves, whereof feveral
Care fuppoled to come from very remote pares,
& becaule it is not yncommon to find a Malayan
lor two amonglt a parcel of other flaves: The
Malaya people are gencrally natives of Ma-
laces, in the Eaft Indies, fitvate feveral thou-
S (ind miles from the Gold Coalt.”  They dif-
er very much from the Guinea Negroes, being
"of a tawny complexion, with long black hair.
¥ Mot parts of the Slave Coafts are reprefented
as equally fertile and -pleafant with the Gold
@oaft: The kingdom of Whidah has been par-
ticularly noted by travellers.  * William Smith
and Bofman agree, * That it 15 one of themaoll
8 delightful countries in the world, ‘The great
e pumber and variety of “tall, beautiful, and
W% fhady trees, which feem planted in' groves,
¢ the verdant ficlds every where cultivared, and
% no ortherwile divided than by thofe groves,
@ and in fome places a fmall foor-path, to-
% gecher with a great number of villages, con-
& ribute to afford the moftdelightful profpects
®: the whole country being a’ fine, - ealy, and
Yec almolt imperceprible alcent, for the fpace of
« forty or fifty miles from the fea.~ That the
farther you go from the fea, the more bean=
# iful and populous the countcy appears. ‘Fhat
Sc the natives were kind and obliging, and fo
;t*' induftrious, that no place which was thought

e fertile, could efcape being planted, ‘even
e

% within the hedges which inclefle their villages,
T Cl4 “ And

i ® Smith, page 194. Holman, page 110,




T I

¢ And that the next day after they had reaped,
© they fuw:d.:.Fain."

. Snelgrave allo 1':{5, ‘* The country appears
* full of towns and villages ; and being a rich
¢ foil, and well cultivated, looks like Am entire
¢ garden.” In the Colleftion®, the hufbandry of
the Negroes is deferibed to be carried on with
greac regulanty : ** The rainy feafon approach-
¢ ing, they go into the ficlds and woods, to.fx
** on a proper place for fowing ; and as here is
** no property in ground, the King’s licence be-
¢ ing obtained, the people go out in troops, and
“ firlt clear the ground from bulhes and weeds,
¢ which they burn, The field thus cleared,
* they dig it up a foot deep, and fo let i
€ remain %ur eight or ten days, till the refk of
% their neighbours have difpofed their ground
<t in the fame manner.’ They then confule aboue
 fowing, and for that end affemble at the
“ King's Court the next Fetith day, The King's
* grain mult be fown firlt. They thea go again
 to the field, and give the ground a f{econd
* digging, and fow their feed, Whilft the King
* or Governor’s land is fowing, be finds out
* wine and fAefh ready drefied, enough to ferve
*f the labourers, Afterwards, they in like mane
f¢. ner fow the ground allowed for their: neioh.
* bours, as diligently as that of the King's, by
€ whom they are allo feafted ; and fo continue
o work in a body for the public, benefic, il
 every man's ground is tilled and fowed, None
* but the King, and a few grear men, are ex-

“ empred

——

* Colleftion, vol. 2. page 6s1.
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# empted from this labour. . Their grain foon
S8 {prouts out of the ground. When it is abour
&5 man's height, and begins to gar, they raife 2
'wooden houle in the centre of the feld,
covered with {traw, in which they fet their
children to watch their corn, and fright away
the birds,”

% Boiman * {peaks in commendation of the
@ivilicy, kindnefs, and great induftry of the
Mmatives of Whidah; this is confirmed by Smith+,
‘who fays, * The natives here feem to be the mofk
& centlemen-like Negroes in Guinea, abound-
S ing with good manners and ceremony to cach
= ocher. The inferior pay the utmolt deference
8 and refpect to the fuperior, as do wives o
%8 their hulbands, and children.oo their, parenes,
‘§ All_here are naturally indultrious, and find

8% conitant employment; the men in agriculture,
#€ and the women in ipinning and weaving core
M ton,  The men, whofe chief talent lies in
88 hufbandry, -are unacquainted with arms;
8 otherwife, being a numerous peaple, they
48 could have made a berrer defence againtt the
8 King of Dahame, who fubdued them withoue
28 much trouble.” [« * Thronahoue the Gold
8 Coalt, there are regular markets i all villages;
&% furnithed ; with: provifions and merchandize,
L held every dayin the week, except Tuefday;

& whence they fupply not only the inhabitanes,
ybut the European ﬂuilj!. The Negree twomen
Siare very expert in buying and fclling, and ‘exs
B tremely induftrious; for they will repair daily
A “ ro

ﬁi: * Bofman, page 317, t =mith, page 129,
{ = Collef. vol. 27 o g T 37
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“ ‘o market from a confiderable diftance;, load-
stled like pack horfes, with a child, perhaps, ae
& their back, and'a heavy burthen on their I!ljeads.
o Afeer felling their wires; they ‘buy ffh ‘and
et gther neceffaries, and return home loaded 'as
e Sthey came.

“ + There is a marker held ar Sabi* every

fourth ﬂ‘ﬂj‘, alfe ‘& weekly 'one in the province
e of Aplogus, which is fo reforted ro, that there
& are’ ulually five or fix thoufand’ merchants,
& Their' markers aré fo well regulated and
- poverned, chat feldoincany diforder happens;
% each fpeciesiof merchandize and merchanes
« have a feparite place allotted them by them-
st'felves. The buyers may hagple as much as
« they will, bur it muft be withour noife or
eifraud, To keep'order, the King appoints a
¢ judge, who, with four officers well armed,
scinfptks the!'markers; hears-all complaints,
0 and; in-a fummary way, decides all differ-
eidnges Uhe has' power to feize, cand felldas
o flaves, all who are catchied in ftealing, ‘or dif>
« turbing the peace, “In thele markets ave to be
« fold "men, women, children, oxen, fheep,
& prgats, and fowls'of all kinds; European cloths,
u:ﬁ::n and ‘woollen’s ‘printed *callicoes, < filk,
t grocery ware, china, gold-doft; iron in bars,
#8c, in a word, moft {orts of European goods,
o ds well as'the produce. of 'Alfrica and” Alid,
¢ “Fhey have ‘other markets, refembling, ‘our
e fairs, Once or'twice a year, to which all the
e egunery rrpn.ir; for thr,br take care tol order the
2 I % day

L

‘4. Colleit, vol. 3. po1ts
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- 'i:du}' {o in:different governments; as not to in=
= jgz' erfere with each other.”

Vith refpeét ‘to government, William Smith
% ®, ¢ That the Gold Coalt and Slave Coaft

a3 are divided. into diffcrent diftricts, fome of

Swhich are governed by their Chiefs, or Kingﬂ:
i the others, being more of the natre of a
e commoenwealth, are governed by fume of the
e & principal men, called Cabgcrrﬂs, 'l.\:hu, Bofman
1. (*8 {ays, are properly denominated. aivil fachers,
nd W whole province is 1o take care of che welfare
53 $of che city. or village, and, to appeale tu-
105 @ mults,””  But this order of government has
- Been much broken fince the coming of the Euro-
as ‘peans. Both Bofman and Barbot mention mr-
or gr and adultery to be feverely punifbed on the Coaf,
A gquently by deathy and robbery by a fine propor-
i, {%,r.:ﬂ'ﬁ'."-: i the govds: Bolen,
LE, B0 The income of fome of the Kings is large.
r- Bofman fays, < That the King of Whidah's re-
as $8 venues and duties on things bought and {old
if- # are confiderable; he having the tithe of all
i 8% chings fold in the marker, or imported in the
Pa o EDIJ:'-LF}'.-" * Both the Jlbﬂ'n'i:-lﬂ:l][iuue{l A=
18, thors (iy, Thefax an flaves fhipped off in this Kinp's
kK, daminions, N fomie Years,  amounts: fo.mear swenty
s, _.J{.Eu.:ﬁr;-m‘ posbds,
5, B Bolman tells us;, © The Whidah Negroes have
™ o a faine idea of a true God, aferibing o him
it £ the ateributes of almighty power and ompi-
hip EE nrefence o bur God, they fay, s too high:to
he .‘L‘; condefcend. o think. of mahkind; wherefore

W L1
ay Sk he
— .'ih-_

i * Smith, page 193

- *® Bolman, page 337, Barbar, Bage 335,
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¢ he commits the government of the world to
¢ thofe inferior deities which they worthip.” |
Some authors fay, the wifeft of thef Negroes
are fenfible of their miftake in this opinion, but
dare not forfake their own religion, for fear of
the populace rifing and killing them. Thisjs |
confirmed by William Smith, who fays, © That
" *= all the natives of ‘this coaft belicve there js |
“ one true God, the author of them and al] |
¢ things; that they have fome apprehenfions of
** a future’ fates and that almoft every village
“ has a grave, or public place of worfhip, to
“ which the principal inhabitants, on a fec day,
“reforr to make tﬁrir offerings,”™
In the Colledion * it is remarked as an ex-
cellency in the Guinea government, * That
“ however poor they may be in general, yet
there are no beggars to be found amon
*# them ; which ‘is owing to the care of their
ehief men, whole province it is o take care
of the welfare of the city or village; it be-
“* ing part of their office, to fee thar fuch peo-
“ ple may edrn their bread by cheir labour ;
fome are fet o blow the fmith's bellows,
* others to prefs palm oil, or grind colours for
* their mats, and (el provilions in the markets,

“ The yuun% men are lifted to [erve as foldiers,
th

“fo chac they foffer no common beggar.”
Bofman afcribes a further reafon for this e
order, viz. ' Thar when a Negroe fin 5 he
“reannot fubfift, he binds himlelf” for a certain
* fum of money, and the mafter to whom he js
% bound

* Aftley's Colletion, vol, 2, page g,
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bound is obliged to find him neceffaries; thae
¢ che mafter fets him 2 forc of ik, which is
" not in the leaft flavith, being chiefly to defend
& his mafter on occalionsy or in fuwmg time to
work as much as he himfelf pleafes ®.”
Adjoining to the kingdom of Whidah, are,
veral fmall governments, as Coto, Great and
mall Popo, ‘Ardrah, &c. all Bruate on the
ave Coalt, where the chief trade for flaves is
Searried on. Thefe are poverned by their re-
pective Kings, ‘and ‘follow much the fame
euftoms with thofe of Whidah, excepe thac their
L principal living is on plunder, and the flave trade,

s
b R

*® Bofman, page 1rg.
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O AH A P s TIT :
THE lﬁ:}gﬂum of Benin; its extent. Efteermned

the moft potent in Guinea. Fruitfulnefs of
the foil. Good difpofition of the people.
Order of government.  Punifbment of
crimes. . Large extent of the. town of Grear
Benin. . Order maintained, The Nartives hon-
‘eft and charitable. Their teligion, The
kingdoms of Kongo and Angola. Many of
the natives profefs Chriftianity, The country
fruitful.  Difpolition of the people. The ad-
miniftration of jultice. The town of Loango.
Slave trade carried on by the Portugueze,
Here the fave trade ends,

EXT adjoining to the Slave Coaft, is the
N kingdom of Benin, which, though it ex-
tends butabout 170 miles on the fea, yer {preads
fo far inland, as to be efteemed the moft potenc
kingdom in Guinea. - By accounts, the foil and
produce appear to bein a great meafure like
thofe before' defcribed, and the natives are re-
prefented as a reafonable good-narared people.
Artus fays§, “ They are a lincere, inoffenlive
¢ people, and do no injuftice either to one
‘¢ another, or to ftrangers.” William Smith®
confirms this account, and fays, *That the in-
** habitants are generally very mood-natured,
“ and exceeding courteous and civil. When the

4 Europeans

§ Colleflion, vol, 3. page 228,
* amith, page 23§, i
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v« Europeans make them prefents, which in theis
s coming thither to trade they always do, they
# endeavour 1o recurn them doubly.”

Bofman tells ust, * Thac his countrymen the
e Dutch, who were often obliged to truft them
 nill they recurned the nexr vear, were fure to
¢ be paid honeftly their whole debrs.”

There is in Benin a confiderable order in
government. ‘Theft, murder, and adultery, being
feverely punithed. Barboe fays$, “Ifa man and
* a woman of any quality be furprized in a=
<t dultery, they are both put te deach: and cheir
*¢ hodies are thrown on a dunghill, and left there
& g prey o wild beafts, He adds, « The fe-
¢« verity of the laws in Benin againft adultery4,

*amongik

+ W. Belman, pageaog.

1 Barbor, page 237.

1 By this accountaf the punifment inflidted on adulterers
in this and other parts' of Guines; it appenrs the Negroes
are not infenfible of the finfalnelsof fich praficts.  How
firdage muit it then appear o the (erious minded . amangft
thefe peaple, (nay, Wew tnconfifent i3 it with every divine
ahd moral law amonglt curfelves) that thafe Chriffian lnws,
which prohibit fornication and adultery, arcin nosie of the
Englih ‘governments extended to them, buot that they aré
allowed to cohabit and feparate st pleafiire ¢ And that even
their mafters think fo lightly of their marsiage enpapEmeanis;
that, whenit fuits with therr interelf, they will {epirate man
from wife, and children from both, tobe fold into differenc
and even diffant parws, withont regard to their (fometimes)
%:iﬂ'uu: Inmentations ; whence it hae happened, that fuch 'of
thafe peaple who are truly united in their marriage covenant,
and in afieftion to one anather, have heen driven to fuch del-
peration, as either violently 1o deliroy themielves, or pea-
dunlly to pine away, and die with mese grief. It is amar-
ing, that whillt th clergy of the clfablified church are b

icly
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¢ amongft all orders of ptnEIc, deters them from
& wventuring, fo thac it is:but very/{eldom any
#t perfons are punifhed for that crime,” Smich
fays, © Their towns are governcd by officers
# appointed by the King, who have power to
%€ decide in civil cafes, and ‘to raife the public
£ raxes ; bur in criminal cafes, they mult fend
£t ro the King's court, which is held at the town
# of Dedo, or Great Benin.  This town, which
it covers a large extent of ground, is about fixey
« miles from the fea.” * Barbot tells us,
¢ That it contains thirty ftreets, twenty fathom
= wide, and almolt two miles long, commonly
ft extending in a ftraighc/line from one gate to
# anothery that the gates are guarded by foldi-
¢ ers; that in thele ftreets markers are held every
* clay, for cactle; ivory, cotton, and many forts
* of European goods. This large town 15 di-
¢ vided into feveral wards, or diftrifts, each
¢ poverned by its relpettive king of o fireer, as
e they call them, to adminifter juftice, and ro
¢ keep good order. ‘The inhabitants are very
€ ¢ivil and good natured, condelcending to what
£ the Europeans require of them ina civil way,"
The fame author confirms whar has been faid by
others of their jultice in the payment of their
debrs; and adds, ¢ That they, above all other
¢ Guineans, are very honelt and juft in’their

¥t dealings;

licly expreffing a concern, that thefeopprelfed people thauld
be made acquainted with the Chriftian religion, they fhould
be thus fuffered, and even fareed, fo ﬂls:rrm.tl}' to 1r|l'r_ingc
anc of the Eri.rl:il]:.l injunttions of oar holy religion |

& ] Basbot, page 358, 359+
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te dealingss and they have fuch an averfion
st for theft, that by the law of the country it i
« punifhed with death,” We are told by the
fame authorlf, ¢ ThattheKing of Benin is able
# upon occafion to maintain an army of one
¢ hundred thoufand men; but that for the moft
¢ part he does not keep thirty thoufand.” Wil-
liam Smith fays, © The narives are all frec men 3
¢ none but foreigners can be’ bought and fold
¢¢ theret. They are very charitable, the King
¢ a5 well as his fubjeéts,” Bolman confirms
this}, and fays, ¢ The king and great lordsfub=
fc [ilt feveral poor at their place of refidenceon
¢ charity, employing thofe who are fic for any
¢t work, and the reft they keep for God's fake 5
#¢ fo that here are no beggars.”

As toreligion, thele people believe thereisa .
God, the efficient caule of all things; but Jike
the reft of the Guineans, they are fuperftitiouily
and idolacroully inclined.

The laft divifion of Guinea from which [lavea
are imported, are the kingdoms.of Kongo and
Angola; thele lic to the fouth of Beniny extend-
ing with the intermediate land about twelve
hundred miles on the coaft. = Great numbers of
the natives of both thefe kingdoms profefs the
Chriftian religion, which was long flinge intro-
duced by the Portugueze, who made early fettle-
ments in that country. i

In the Colleétion itis faid, that both in Kongo
and Angola; the {oil is in general fruitful, pro-

D ducing

Il g Rarbat, page 363, 4 W.5mith, page 365,

1 Bolman, page 409.
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ducing great plenty of grain, Indian corn, and
fuch quuntirits of rice, that it hardly bears any
price, with fruit, roots, and palm E:u'l in plenty.

The natives are generally a quiet people, who
difcover a good underftanding, and behave in 2
friendly manner to ftrangers, being of a mild
converlation; affable, :ms cafily overcome with
reafon,

In the government of Kongo, the King appoints
ajudge in every particular divifion, to hear and
determine difputes and civil caufesy the judges
imprifon and releafe, or impofe fines, according
to. the rule of cuftom’y but in weighty matters,
every one may appeal to the King, before whom
all ‘criminal caufes are brought, in which he
giveth fentences but feldom condemneth to
death.

The town of Leango ftands in the midit of

four Lordihips, which abound in corn, fruit, &c.
Here they make great quantities of cloth of di-
wers kinds, ".'cr'j,' fine and curious; the inhabijtanes

are {eldom idle; they even make needle-work
capsas they walk jn the ftreets.

The Mave trade is here principally managed by
the Portugueze, who carry it far up into the
inland countrics, Thr.r}' are fuid todend off from
thefe pacts fifteen thouland flayes each year.

At Angola, about the 1oth degree of South
latitode, ends the trade for flaves.
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CHAP IV

THE antienfeft accounts of the Negroes are fram
the Nubian Geography, and the writings of
Leothe African.  Some account of thofe au-
thors. The Arabians pafs into Guinea, The
innocency and fimplicity of the natives. Th
are {ubdued by the Moors. Heli Ifchai fhakes
off the Moorifh yoke. The Portugtieze make
the firft defcent in Guinea, from whence they
carry off fome of the natives : More incurfions
of the like kind, The Portugueze eret theé
firlt fort at D'Elwina: They begin the {lave
ttade. Cada Mofte's teltimony.  Anderion’s
account to the fame purport. De la Caza's
concern for the rf]icf-uFth: opprefied Indians:
Goes over into Spain to plead their cafe: His
fpeech before Charles the Fifth,

HE moft antient account we have of the
country of the Negroes, particularly thap

part ficuate on and berween the two greatrivers of
Senegal and Gambia, is from the writings of two
antient authors, one an Arabian, and the other
i Moor. The firlt § wrote in Arabic, about
the twelfth century, His works, printed in thac
language at Rome, were afterwards tranflated
into Latin, and printed at Patis, upder the pa-
tronage of the famous Thuanus, chancellor aof
France, with the title of Gesgraphica Nubienfisy
Dz containing

§ See Travels into different parts of Afiica, by Francis
Wwor, with alevier o the publifher,
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containing an account of all the nations lying on
the Senegal and Gambia. The other written by
John Leo§, a Moor, born at Granada, in Spain,
before the Moors were totally expelled from thae
kingdom. He refided in Africa; but being
on a voyage from Tripoli to Tunis, was taken
by fome lralian Corlairs, who Aading him pol-
feffed of feveral Arabian books, befides his own
manulcripss, apprehended him to be a man of
learning, and as {uch prelented him|to: Pope Leo
the Tenth. This Pope encouraging him, he em-
braced the Romilh religion, and his defcription
of Africa was publifhed in Italian. From thefe
writings we gather, that after the Mahometan
religion had extended to the iiinF;dum of Mo-
rocco, fome of the promoters of it croffing the

fandy defares of Numidia, which feparate thae
country from Guinea, found ‘it inhabited by

men, who; though under no regular povernment,
and deftitute of that knowledge the Arabians
were favoured with, lived in content and peace.
The et aurhor partievlarly remarks, *¢ That
¢ they never made war, or travelled abroad,
¢ but employed themfelves in trruj'[ng their
£ lerds, or labouring in the ground.™ . Leo
fays, ‘page 65, * Thac they lived in common,
¢ having no property in land, no tyrant nor fu-
¢ perior lord, but fupported themfelves in an
e ggual ftdre, upon the nacpral produece of
£ the ceuntry, which.afforded plenty of roots,
%t pame, and honey. That ambition or avarice
¢ ncver drove them into foreign countries to

£f .['ub;l:.}:
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¢ fubdueor cheat their neighbours. Thus they
e lived withour toil or fuperfluities,” « The
¢ antient inhabitants of Morocco, who wore
¢ coats of mail, and ufed fwords and fpears head-
 ed with iron, coming amhongft thofe harmlefs
* and naked people, foon brought them under
¢ fubjeftion, and divided that part of Guinea
¢ which lies on the rivers Senegal and Gambia
¢ into fifteen parts; thofe were the fifteen king-
¢ doms of the Negroes, over which the Moors
£ prefided, and’ rthe commpon people were Ne-
¢ groes, ‘Thele Moors taught the Negroes the
¢ Mahometan religion, and arts of life ; parti-
eularly the ule of iron, before unknown to
them.  About the 14th Century, a native Ne-
groe, called Heli Ifchia, expelied the Moorifh
conquerars 31 but though the Negroes threw
off the yoke of a foreign nation, they only
changed a Libyan for a Negroe maiter,, Heli
Ifchia himfelf becoming King, led the Negroes
on to foreign wars, and eltablifhed himfelf in
 power over a very large extent of country.”?
Since Leo's time, the Europeans have had very
little knowledge of thofe parts of Africa, nor do
they know what became of ‘this greatempire. It
is highly probable that ic brokeinto picces; and
that the natives again refumed many of their an-
tient cultoms; for in the account publifhed by
Francis Moor, in his travels on the river Gambia,
we find a mixture of the Moorifh and Mahometan
cuftoms, joined with the original Gmplicicy
of the Negroes. It appears by accounts of antient
voyages, collécted by Haekloir, Purehas, and
orhers, that it was about fifty years before the
difcovery of ‘America, that the Portogueze ac-
3 cempted
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tempted to fail round Cape Bojador, which lies
between their country and Guinea; this, after
divers repulles eccalioned by the vielent cu rrents,
they effedted ; wien landing on the weltern coafts
-of Africa, they foon began to make incurfions
into the country, and to feize and carry off the
native inhabirants, Ascarly as the year 1434, A-
lonzo Gonzales, the firlt who is recorded to have
met with the natives, on that coaft, purfued and
atracked a' number of them, when fome were
wounded, as was alfo one of the Portogueze ;
which the author records as the firlt blood fpilc
by Chriltians in thole parts. Six years after, the
fume Gonzales again attacked the natives, and
took twelve prifoners, with whom he returned
to his veflels; he afterwards put @ woman an
fhore, in order to induce the natives to' redeem
the prifoners; but the next day 150 of the in-
habitants appeared on horfes and camels provok-
ing the Portugueze to land ; which they not dar-
ing to yenture, the natives dilcharged a volley
of ftones at them, and wentoff,  After chis, the
Portugueze ftill continued to fend wveflels on
the coalt of Africa; particularly we read of
their falling on a village, whence the inhabi-
tants fled, and being purfued, twenty-fve were
taken : ' He thatran B2, [ays the author, ¢ faks
¢ fmp the moff. In their way home they killed
¢ fome of the natives, and rook fifty-five more
¢ prifoners.  * Afrerwards Dinifanes Dagrama,
* with two other vefiels, Tanded on theilland of
¢ Arguin, where they took ffey-four Mnn]rs,-
then

* Collefting, wol. 1. page 13,
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then running .along the coalt eighty leagues

farcher, they at feveral times ook fifcy flaves;

but here feven of the Porrugueze: were killed.

Then being joined by feveral other veflels,

Dinifanes propoled to deltray che ifland to re-

venge the Iﬂll‘i of the feven Pormgueze; of

which the Moors being apprized; fied, {o that,

no'more than cwelve were found, whereaf only

four could be caken, che relt being killed, as

alfo one of the Fortugueze.! Many more cap-
tiires of this kind on the coalt of B.‘lrh:n‘:f and Guj=
nea; are recorded to have been made in thofe carly
times b? the Portuguezes who, in the year rafi,
erefted their firfk fort I'Elmina on chac coaft,
from whence they foon opened a trade for flaves
with the inland parts of Guinea,

From the foregping accounts, itis undoubred,
that the pragtice of making flaves of the Negroes,
owes its origin to the early incurfions of the Por-
tugueze on the coalt of Africa, folely from an in-
ordinate defire of gain. This i clearly evidenced
from their own hiftorians, particulacly Cads Mok,
about the year 1455, who writest, ** That before
o the trade was fetcled for purchafing flaves from
¢t the Moors at Arguin, {ometimes  foury and
« {ametimes more Portupueze veflels, were
¢ ufed to come to that gulph; well armed; and
£ ].:mu:]ing by :Jight, wionld l'urj:rrizi: fome filker=
« men's villages; thar they even entered into
v the country, and carried away Arabs of both
¢ fexes, whom they fold in Portugal.”  And
alfo, * That the Portugueze and Spaniards,

D4 e fertled

4 Calleftion, vel. 4. page 576,
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% fettled on four of the Canary iflands, would
“ goto the other ifland by nighe; and feize
5 ﬁ:}mr: of the natives of both fexes, whom they
¢ fent coibe {old in Spain.”

Afeer the fetllement of America, thofe de-
vaftations, and the captivating the miiferable
Africans, greatly increafed.

Anderfon, in his hiftory of trade and coms:
merge, at page 326; {peaking of whar pafied in
the year 1gol, writes, * That the Spaniards
* had by this time found that the miferable
¢ Indian natives, whom they had meade ro worl
£ in their mines and fields, were not fo robuft
* and proper for thole purpofes as Negroes
*¢ brought from Africa ; wherefore they, about
#“that time, began to impore Negroes for that
¢ end in Hifpaniola, from the Portugueze fet-
€€ tlements on the Guinea coalts = and al{p after-
¢ wards for their fugar worics.”” This oppref~

fion of the Indians had, even before this time,
rouzed the zeal, as well as it did the compal-
fion, of fome of the truly pious of thac r].';yi

articularly that of Bartholomew De las Ca as,
Eiihup of Chapin; whom a defire of being in-
{frumental towards the converfion of the Indians;
had invited into America, It is generally agreed
by the writers of that age, that he was a man
of peweit dilintereltednefs, and ardent charity ;
being affected with this fad [pectacle, he re-
turned e the court of Spain, and chere made g
truc’ report of the matter ; but not withoye
being ftrongly oppofed by thofe mercenany
wretches, 'who had enflaved the Indians ; yet
being ftrong and indefatigable, he went to and
fro between Europe and America, firmly deter-
mingl
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mined not to give over his purfuit but with his
life.  After lopg folicitation; 2nd  innumerable
repulles, he obtained leave to lay the matter be-
fore the Emperor Charles the Fifth, then King
of Spain. As the contents of the {peech he
made before the King in council, are very ap=
plicable to the cafe of the enflaved Africans;
and a Tively evidence that thedpiric of true piety
ipeaks the fame language in the hearesiof faichful
men in all ages, I%:-r the relief of their fellow
crentures from oppreffion of every kind, I think
it'may not be immproper here to tranferibe the
molt interefting parts of e, *¢ I was," fays
this pious bifhop, * one of the At who wene
© to America; neither curiofity. nor intereft
¢ prompted me to undertake fo long and dan-
¢ gerous @ voyage;  the faving the fouls of the
# heathen was my fole objedt.  Why was 1 noe
&< permitted, cven at the expenfe of my blood,
¢ 1o _ranfom fo many thoufand fouls, who fell
* unhappy viftims to avarice or luft? 1 have
“ been an eye-witnefs to fuch eruel trearment
#¢ of the Indians, as is too horrid to be mens
<t tioned ac this time.—It is faid thac barbarous
*f ‘executions were neceffary to punith’ or check
# the rebellion of the Americans; bug o
 whom was this owing # Did not thofe people
#¢ reccive the Spaniards, who firft came amongft
« them, with gentlene(s and humaniry 2 Did
¢ they not fhew more joy, in proportion, i
¢ lavifhing treafure upon them, than the Spa-
“ piards did greedinels in receiving ic?  Bur
S oour avarice was not yee fatisfed s—though
“ they gave up to vs their land and their
 riches, we would tear from them their wives,

i Eh'-'-j-f
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€ their  children, and their liberties,—=—To

o
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‘blacken thefe unhappy people, their enemies

alfere, that they are fecaree human: creaturess

¢ —but it is we that ought to blufh, for having
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been lefs men, and more barbarous, than
they.—What right have we to enflave a peo=
plt: who are born free, and whom we dif-
turbed, though they never offended us #—
They are reprefented as a ftupid people, ad-
difted toivice ;—bur have they not contratted
moft of their vices from the example of the
Chriftians # And as to thofe vices peculiarto
themfelves, ‘have not the Chriftians quickl

exceeded them therein ? Neverthelefs ic mul
‘be granted, thar the Indians fill remain un-

mainted with many vices ufual amongit-the
Evropeans;  fuch as ambition, . blafphemy,
treachery, “and 'many  like monfters; which
have not yer took place wicth-them ;. chey have
fearce an idealof them ;- fo that in effeft, all
the advantage we can claim, is to have more
elevated notions of things, and our natural
faculties more unfolded and more culcivated
than theirs.—Do not let us Aateer our cor-
ruptions, nor voluntarily blind ourlelves; ol
nations ate equally free; one nation has no
right to infringe wpon  the freedom of any
other; let us.do towards thele people as.we
would  have them to have doneitowards us,
iff they had landed upon our fhore, with the
fame fuperiority of iftrength, And indeed,
why fhould not things be equal on both fides ?
How long has the right of the ftrongeit been:
allowed to: be the balance of juitice 2 -VWhat
part-of the golpel gives a fanction to fuch a

v doftrine §
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f¢ dodtrine? In what part of the whole earth did
¢ the apoftles and the firft promulgators of the
e gofpel ever elaim a right over the lives, the
¢ freedom, or the fubftance of the Gentiles?
¢ What a ftrange method chis is of propagating
¢ the golpel, that holy law of grace, which, from
#¢ being flaves o Satan, initiates ws into the
¢ freedom of the children of Gaod. Will it
¢ be poffible for us to infpire them with a loveto
et irs diftares, while they are fo exafperated at
% being difpoffefied of that invaluable blefling
* Liberty ? The apoftles fubmitted to chains
@ themlelves, but loaded no man with them.
e Chrift came to free, not to enflave us.—Sub-
« milfion to the faith he left us, oughe to bea
¢ yoluntary act, and fhould be propagated by
s perfuafion, gentlenefs, and reafon.”
« At my ficlt arrival in Hifpaniola, (added
e the bifhop) it contained a million of inhabi-
% tants; and now (viz. in the fpace of abouc
¢ twenty years) there®remains fearce the hun-
¢ dredth part of them; thoufands have perifhed
¢ through want, farigue, mercilels punifhment,
¢ cruelty, and barbaricy. If the blood of cns
s man unjultly fhed, eallsloudly for vengeance,
« how ftrong muft be the cry of that of many
« yphappy creatures which is thedding daily?”—
The good bifhop concluded his fpeech, with im-
loring the King’s clemency for fubjects fo un-
jultly oppreffed ; and bravely declared, that hea-
ven would one day eall him to an account,
fur the numberlefs acts of crueley which he mighe
have prevented, The King applauded the bi-
' fhop's
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fhop's zeal; promifed ro fecond it; but fo.many
of the great ones had an interelt in continuing
the oppreflion, that nothing was done ; {o thate
all the Indians in Hifpaniola, except a few who
had hid themfelves in the moft inaccefiible
mountains, were deftroyed.

CHAP
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G CEITTARE Y

FIRST account of the Englilh trading to Gui-
nea., Thomas Windham and feveral others
go to that coalt, Some of the Negroes car-
ried off by the Englith, Queen Elizabeth's
charge to Captain [—%nwkina- refpefting the na-
tives: Neverthelefs he goes on the coaft, and
carrics off fome of the Negroes, Patents are
granted. The King of France objefts to the
Negroes being kept in flavery : As do the col-
lege of Cardinals at Rome, The patives, an
inpffenfive people ; corrupted by the Euro-
peans. The fentiments of the natives con-
cerning the flave trade, from William Smithz
Confirmed by Andrew Brew and James
Barbaor.

T was about the year 1551, towards the lat-
ter end of the reign of King Edward the
Sixth, when fome London merchants fent out
the firft Englifh thip, on a trading voyage tothe
coaft of Guinea; this was foon followed by fe-
veral others to the [ame parts; bur the Englifh
not having then any plantations in the Welk In-
dies, and confequently no occalion for Negroes,
fuch fhips traded only for gold, elephant’s tecths
and Guinea pepper.  This trade was carried on
at the hazard of lofing their fhips and cargoes, it
they iad fallen into the hands of the Portugueze;
who claimed an exclulive right of trade, onac-
count of the feveral fetclements they had r?:d:
there
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theret. In the year 1553, we find Captaid
Thomas Windham trading along the coalt with
140 men, in three fhips, and failing as far as
Benin, which lies about 3000 miles down the
coaft, to take in a Joad nép:pp‘:r@ Next yedr
John Lock traded along the coalt of Guinea, as
far as D'Elmina, when he brought away confi-
derable quantities of gold and ivory, He fpeaks
awell of the natives, and fays,X = Thar wheever
sc gpill deal with them muft bebave eivilly, for they
< ayill mat evaffic if il ufed”  In 1555, William
Towerfon traded in a peaceable manner with the
aatives, who made complaint to him of the
Portugueze, who were then fercled in their caftle
at D'Elmina, faying, = © They were bad men, who
o gpade them flaves if they conld take them, putimg
¥ frons on their legs'

This bad example of the Portugueze was foon
followed by fome evil difpofed Englifhmen ; for
the fame Captain Towerfon relates, ] Thac in
¢ the courle of his voyage, he perceived the
&t natives, near D'Elmina, unwilling to come to
< him, and that he was at laft ateacked by chem;
et which he underftood was done in revenge for
et the wrong done them the year before, by one
« Caprain Gainfh, who had taken away the Ne-
« aroe Caprain's fion, and three others, with
« their gold, &¢. This cauled them to join the
« Portugueze, notwithftanding their hatred of

' them

4 Afley's ColleBtion, vol: 1. page139:
& Colleftion, vol. 1.p. 148,

1 Ibid, 257,

il Ibid. 148,
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«¢ them againft the Englith.” The next year
Caprain Towerfon brought thefe men back again;
whereupon the Negroes fhewed him much kind-
nefzt. Quickly after this, another inftance of
the fame kind occurred, in the cale of Captain
George Fenner, who being on the coaft, with
three veffels; was alfo attacked by the Negroes;
who wounded feveral of his people, and vio-
lently carried three of his men to their town.
The Caprain fent a meflenger, offering any thing
they defired for the ranfom of his men; buc they
refufed to deliver them, letring him know;
et That three weeks beforey. an-Englifh ' fip, which
i pame i the road, bad ‘corried %;erﬂ of ibefr
c neople; and that till they were brought again, they
< they wonld mot refiare bis men, even theugh they
 (hauld give their three fbips toveleafe thew.” ' It
was probable the evil conduét of thele, and fome
other Englifhmen, was the occalion of what is
mentioned in Hill's Naval Hiftory, viz. “Thae
st when Captain Hawkins returned from his firft
¢ yoyage to’ Africa, Queen Elizabeth fent for
¢ him, when fhe expreficd her concern, lelt any
« of the African Negroes fhould be carried off
t¢ wwithout their frec confenty which (he declared
¢« would be dereftable, and would call down the
e« yepgeance of heaven upon the underrakers.”
Hawlins made great promifes, which neverthe-
lefs he did not perform; ‘for his next voyage
1o the coaft appears to have been principally cals
culated to procure Negroe flaves, ‘in arder to fell
them to the Spaniards in the Well Indies ; which

- ccczfioned

+ Colleftion, vol. 1. page 157,
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occafioned the fame duthor to ufe thefe remark-
able words: ¢ Here began the ‘borrid pralice of
ks forcing sbe Africans imto flavery ¢ awinjufiice and
s harbarity, which, [0 fure as there is wengeance in
& bequen for thewerft of crimes, willfome time be
o gbe defiraftien of all whe alf or wwha thconrage
& j1."" This Captain Hawkins, afterwards Sir
John Hawkins; feems to have been the firlt Eng-
lithman who' gave public countenznee to this
wicked rraffick : For Anderfon, before menti-
oncd, at page 401, fays, * Thatin the year 1562,
< Captain Hawkins, affifted by fubfeription of
# fundry gentlemcn; now fitted out three [hips;

& and having learnt that Negroes were a2 ve
< good commodity in Hifpaniola, he failed to
sc the goaft of Guinea, rook in Megroes; and
« failed with them for Hifpaniola, where he
et fold them, and his Englith commodities, and
# loaded his chree veflels with hides, fugar
=8 and'ginger, &ec. with which he returned home
% anno 1563, making a profperous voyage.”
HAsit proved a lucrative bulinels, the trade was
continued both by Hawkins and others, as ap-
ears fram the Nuval Chronicle, page 55, where
it is faid, ** Thar on the 18th of Oftober, 1564,
¢ Captain John Hawkins, with two [hips of 700
¢ and 140 tons, failed for Africa; thac on the
& gch of December they anchored to the South of
« Cape Verd, where the Captain manned the
.£¢ hoat, and fent eighty men in armour into the
£ country, to fee it they could take fome Ne-
#i oroes; but the natives’ Aying from them, they
£: rerurned to their thips, and proceeded farther
ft down the coalt. Here they ftaid certain days,
£ fendifg their men afhore, in order (as the
author
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author fays) to burn and f[poil their towns
and take the inhabitants, The land they
obferved to be well culrivated, there being
plenty of grain, and fruic of feveral forts;
and the towns prettily laid our. On thezsth,
being int'm-,t'net!1 by d{c Portupueze of a tawn
of Negroes called Bymba, where there was
not only a quantity of gold, but an hundred
and forty inhabitants, rE:y refolved o artack
it, having the Portugueze for their guide;
but by mifmanagement they took but ten Ne-
groes, having feven of their own men killed,
and twenty-feven wounded, They then went
farther down the coalt ; when, having procured

o a number of Negroes, they proceeded to the
. Weft-Indies, where they fold chem o the
%¢. Spaniards.” And in the fame Naval Chronicle;
at page 76, it is faid,  That in the year 1567,
¢ Francis Drake, before performing his voyage
« round the world, wene with Sir John Haw-
¢ kins in his expedicion to the conlt of Guinea,
¢t where taking 10 a cargo of laves, they deter-
 mined to {teer for che Caribbee iflands,” How
Queen Elizabeth {uffered fo grievous an in-
fringement of the rights of mankind to be per-
etrated by her fubjefts, and how fhe was per-
uaded, abour the goth year of her reign, to
grant patents for carrying on a trade from the
North part of the river Senegal, to an hundred
leagues beyond Sierra Leona, which gave rile to
the prefent Aftican company, is hard to account
for; any otherwile chan that it arole from the
mifreprefentation made to her of the hruation
of the Negroes, and of the advantages it was
precénded they would reap from being made
: ac-
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acquainted. wich the Chriftian religion. This
was the cafe of Lewis the XIIIth, King of
France, who, Labat, in his account ‘of the illes
of America, tells us, ® Was extremely uneafy
¢ ag & law by which the Negroes of his colo-
1t pies were to be made faves; bur it being
¢ ftrongly urged to him as the readieft means
« for their converfion to Chriftianity, he ac-
¢ quicfced therewith.” = Neverthelefs, fome of
the Chriftian powers did nor fo ealily give way
in this matter; for we find *, * That Cardinal
 Cibo, one of the Pope's principal minilters
% of ftate, wrote a letter on behalf of the col-
¢ lege of Cardinals, or great council at Rome,
¢ to the miffionaries in Congo, complaining
¢ that the pernicious and abominable abufe of
o felling {laves was yer continued, requiring
¢ them to remedy the fame, if poffible; but
¢ this the miffionaries {aw little hopes of ac-
¢ complithing, by reafon that the trade of the

¢ country lay wholly in Javes and tvory.”
From the foregoing accounts, as well as other
authentic publications of this kind, it appeara
that it was the unwarrantable lult of gain,
which firft: ftimulated the Portugueze, and. af-
terwards other Europeans, to engage in this
horrid traffic. By the molt authentic relations
of thofe ecarly times, the natives were an inof-
fenfive people, who, when civilly ufed, traded
amicably with the Europeans. It is rccorded
of thofe of Benin, the largelt kingdom in Gui-
nea+, That they woere a gentley loving people; and
Reynold

* Colleftion, vol. iil. page 164,
4 Idem, vol. i, p. 202.0
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Reynold fays T, & They foiond more fincere proofs
&5 of fove and good will from the natives, than they
et could find from the Spaniards and Pertugneze,
¢ gven thonph they bad relieved them from the preaveff
« mifery.”  And from the fame relations there
is no reafon to think otherwile, buc that they
encrally lived in peace amonglt themielves;
or I do not find, in the numerous publications
I have perufed on this fobjeft; relating to thefe
early times, of there being wars on that coaft,
nor of any fale of captives taken in battle, who
would have been otherwife facrificed b}r the vics
tors- ¢ notwithftanding fome modern authors,
in their publications relating to the Wefl Indies,
defirous of throwing a veil over the iniquity of
the flave trade, have been hardy enough, upon
mere [uppolition: or: report, to aflert the con-

EFALY,
It was long after the Portugueze bad made 2
ractice ofwinlently forcing the natives of Africa
into flavery, that we read of the different Negroe
nations making War u _Fln each Dtht’t‘, and f:].:,i:n‘g
2 Cheir

+ Collefhion; vol. 1. paj uf.

1 Mote, this plea falls 'of icfelf, for if the Negroks ap=
prebended they thould be eruelly put to death, if they were
not fent awny, why do they manifeft fuch relwftance and
dread as they generally do, at beidg brought from their na-
tive country? William' Smith, at page 28, fays, * Tie
s Gambians abbor Tavery, and nuill atfempt any r-!lr'rgf, rhanrh
©8 e fo it perate, to e i, and Thomas Philips, in ﬁ{s
accoantofavoyaze he performed to the copltof Guinea,writes,
o They, fhe Negroes; arefo loth o leawe -ll'-l'ul'l'mrrl{nml}t,
*% ghar ehiy bave often leaped cut of the canee, boaty ot Bip,
o juta phe fin, and bept wnder wvater cill ey noery drowned,

U gy awid bping taken 53"
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their caprives.  And probably this was not the
cafe, till thofe bordering on the coaft, who had
been ufed to fupply the veflels with necelfaries,
had become corrupted by their intercour{e with
the Europeans, and were excited by drunkennefs
and “avarice to join them in carrying on thofe
wicked fchemes, by which thofe unnarural wars
awere perperrated s the inhabitants kepr in con-
t'tmm}1 alarms ; the country laid wafte; and, as
Francis Moor expreffes it, ‘¢ Infinite numbers
% fold into flavery.” But that the Evropeans
& arc the principal caule of thele devalta-
tions, is particularly evidenced by one, whole
connexion with the trade would rather in-
duce him to reprefent it in the faireft co-
lours, to wit, William Smith, the perfon fent
in the year 1726 by the African company to. fur-
vey their fettlements, who from the informartion
he received of one of the factors, who had refided
ten years in that country, fayst, © Fbhat the dif
5 cerming watives actount it their grealeff anbagpi-
S5 gefs, that rhey were ever vifited by the Europeans.”
o That woe Chrifians fnfroduced the fraffic of
tc faper, and shat before our coming they hived in
LB
In the aceounts relating to the African erade,
we find this melancholy truch farther afferted
by {fome of the principal direftors in the different
faftories; particularly A. Brue fays§, * Thas rhe
¢ Europeans svere far from defiring fo ai as peaces
55 makers amongff the Negroer; wbich would be
SEadding

o Willinm Smith, page 266.
% Collofiion, vol.z. page 93




£ 535

¢ afing comirary fo their interefl, fince the greater
& the wars, the more flaves were procured.” And
William Bofman alfo remarks®, < That one of
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the former commanders gave large dfum: af
monzy fo the Negroes of one nation, to induce them
ta a.rr.:r::{ﬁmr of the weighbouring wations, which
occafioned a battle which was more bloody than the

wars of Negroes tifically are.””. This is confirmed

J. Barbot; who fays, “ That the country of
L' Elmina, whichwas formerly very powoerful and
¢ populons, wwas in bis time o much drained of its
“ inbabitants by the intefine wars fomented among ¥
the Negroes &y the Dutch, that there did wob re-
main inbabitants enough to 1ill the country.

* Bolinan, page 3I.
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C HIUAVE.

VI

THE conduét of the Europeans and Africans
compared.  Slavery more tolerable amonglt
the antients than in our colonies, As Chrifti-
anity prevailed amongit the barbarous nations,
the inconfiftency of flavery became more ap-

arent. The charters of manumiffion, granted
in the carly times of Chriftianity, founded on
an apprehenfion of duty to God. The antient
Britons, and other European nations, in their
griginal ftate, no lefs barbarous than the Ne-
5. Slayes 1n Guinea ufed with much
greater lenity than the Negroes are in the
colonies,—Note, How the flaves are treated
in Algiers, as alfo in Turkey,

UCH is the woeful corruption of human na-
ture, that eveey practice which Batters our
ride and covetoufnefs, will find its advocates |
This is manifeltly the cafe in the macter before
us ; the favagenels of the Negroes in fome of
their cuftoms, and particularly their deviating fo
far from the feelings of humanity, as to join in
captivating and felling ecach other, gives their
interefted oppreffors & pretence for reprefenting
them as unworthy of liberty, and the natural
rights of mankind. But thefe fophifters turn
the argument full upon themfelves, when they
inftigate the poor creatures to fuch fhocking im-
F’L::y, by every means that fantaitic fubtilty can
uggelt; thereby (hewing in their own conduct,
b 4 more
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a mare glaring proofof the fame depravity, and,
if there was any reafon in the argument, a greater
unfitnefs for the lame precious enjoyment, For
ehough fome of the ignorane ﬂfji:ang may be
thus corrupted by their intercourfe with the bafer
of the Europeon natives, and the ufe of ftrang
liquors, this is no excufe for high-profefiin
Chriftians, bred in a civilized country, with fo
~ many advantages unknown to the Africans, and
pretending 2 fuperior degree of golpel light.
Nor can it jultify them in raifing up fortunes to
themfelves from the mifery of athers, and calmly
projecting voyages for the feizure of men natu-
rally as free as themielves; and who they know
are no otherwife to be procured than by fuch
barbarous means, as none buc-thofe ‘hardened
wrerches, who are loft to every fenfe of Chriftian
compafiion, can make ufe of. Letusdiligently
compare, and impartially weigh, the frostion
of thofe ignorant Negroes, and thefe enlightened
Chriftians; then lift up the feale and fay, which
of the two are the greater favages.

Slavery has been for a long time in praftice in
many parts of Afia; it was allo in ufage among
the Romans when that empire flourithed ; buc,
except in fome particular inftances, it was ra-
ther a reafonable fervitude, no ways comparable
to the unreafonable and unnatural fervice extort-
ed from the Megroes in our colonies, A late
learned author®, fpeaking of thofe times which
fucceeded the diffolution of that empire,acquaints
us, that as Chriltianity prevailed, it very much

Hilg removed

® See Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles the gth,
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removed thofe wrong prejudices and praftices,
which had taken root in darker times: after the
irfuption of the Northern nations, and the -
troduétion of the feudal or milicary government,
whereby the molt excenflive power was lodged in
a few members of fociety, to the depreflion of
the reft, the common people were little better
than {laves, and many were indeed fuch; bur as
Chriftianity gained ground, the gentle fpirit of
that religion, together with the doftrines it
teaches, concerning the original equality of man-
kind, as well as the impartal eye with which
the Almighty regards men of every condition,
and admits. them to nfun:il:ipﬂricm of his bene-
fits; o far manifelted the inconfiftency of fa-

very with Chriftianity, that to fec their fellow
Chriftians at liberty was deemed an aft of piety,
highly meritorious, and acceptable ro Godft.

Accordingly

—

+ In the years 1315 and 1318, Loais X, and his brother
Phalip, Kings of France, iffued ordinances, ﬂ.cl:i:l.r]ns,
0 That as all men were by nature free-born, and as their
b k]ngdnm was  called I'_{c kingdom of Franks, they de-
% permined that it fhould be Et in reality, =3 well a5 in
*t mame ; therefore they appointed thar enfranchifements
¢ fheuld be pranted throoghout the whale kingdom, upon
*itnlk and reafonable conditions," ‘T hefe edifts were car-
= ricgl into immediate execarion within the roval domain.*
iae=In Enp:]:md. a8 the {pirit of liberty Eﬂ.lTl.l:‘d ground,
*f the very name and idea of perfonal fervitude, withoue
“ any formal interpafition of the legiflatare o prohibic i,
o1 was totally abolifhed.”

1 The effefls of foch are markakb's change in the con-
l:|'lTli.l}]'|. of o great a part of the people; could not fail of
being confiderable and extenfive.  The hofbandman,
¢ mafter of his own induftey, and fecore of reaping for

o himfelf

i
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Accordingly a great part of the charters granred
for the manumiffion or freedom of flaves aboue
that rime, are granted pro amare Dei, for the love
of God, pro mercede amimee, to obiain mercy for the
fent. Manumiffion was frequently granted on
death-beds, or by latter wills. As the minds of
men are at that time awakened to fentiments of
humanity and piety, thefe deeds proceeded from
religious motives. The fame author remarks,
That there are feveral forms of chofe manumif-
fions fill extant, all of them founded on refigious
confideraiions, and in order ro procure the F,"mur ef
GGod.. Since that time, that practice of keepin

of men in flavery gradually ceafed amongfChrif=
tians, till jr was renewed inthe cofe before us,
And as the prevalency of the {piric of Chriftian-
ity caufed men to emerge from the darknefs they
then lay under, in this refpett; fo ic is much o
be feared that fo great a deviation therefrom, by

the encouragement given to the favery of the
Negroes

« himfelf the fruits of hiv Jabour, became farmer of
¢ the fame field where he had formerly been compelled
* to toil for the bencht of another. The odious name of
¢ mafter and of flave, the moit mortifying and deprefing
“ af all diffinftions to human natore, were abnl!iﬂled? Mew
« profpeits opened, and new incitements to ingendity and
it enterprife j}r:fenmi themielves, to thofe who were eman-
4 cipated. The expectation of bettering their fortane, as
¢ well as that of raifing themfelves to & more honoorable
¢ copdition, concurred in calling forth their aftivity sind
o« genion; apd a numerous clafs af men, - who formerly
it FI:I.JI no political exifience; and were employed merely as
¢ inltruments of labour, became wiefyl citizens, and con-
o gributed towards augmenting the foree or riches of the
% {ociety, which adopted them i members,”™  William
Fobertfon's Hiftory of Charles the gth, vol. 1. p. 35.
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Negroes in our colonies, if continued, will, by
degrees, reduce thofe countries which fupport
and encourage it, but more immediately thofe
parts of America which are in the praftice of ir,
to the ignorance and barbarity of the darkeft
ages.

If inftead of making faves of the Negroes, the
nations who affume the name and charafter of
Chriftians, would ufe their endeavours to make
the nations of Africa acquainted with the nature
of the Chriltian religion, to give them a better
fenfe of the true ule of the bleflings of life, the
more beneficial arts and cuftoms would, by de-
grees, be introduced amongft them ; this care
probably would produce the fame effe@t upon
them, which it had on the inhabitants of Eurape,
formerly as favage and barbarous as the natives
of Africa, Thofe cruel wars amongft the blacks
would be likely to ceafe, and a fair and honour-
able commerce, in time, take place throughout
that valt country. It was by thele means that
the inhabitants of Europe, though formerly a
barbarous people, became civilized. Indeed the
account Julius Cxfar gives of the ancient Britons
in their ftate of ignorance, 15 not fuch as fhould
make us proud of ourfelves, or lead us to defpife
the unpolifhed nations of the earth; for he in-
forms us that they lived in many refpes like our
Indians, * Being clad with fkins, painting their
bodies, &c.”* He alfo adds, * That they, bro-
t« ther with brother, and parents with children,
¢ had wives in common.” A greater barbarity
than any heard ofamongft the Negroes. Nor doth
Tacitus give a more honourable account of the
Germans, fromwhom the Saxons, our immedi-

ate
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ate anceftors, fprung. The Daneswho fucceed-
ed them (who may allo be numbered among ouor
progenitors) were full as bad, if nor worfe,

It is ufual for Emplt to advance as a pallia-
tion in favour of keeping the Negroes in bond-
age, that there are flaves in Guines, and' that
thofe amonglt us might be (o in their own coun-
try; but ler fuch confider the inconfiftency of
our giving any countenance to flavery, becaufe
the Africans, whom we eftcem a barbarous and
favage people, allow of ir, and perhaps the
more [rom cur example. . Had the profellors of
Chriftianity afted indeed as fuch, they mighe
have been inftrumental to convince the Negroes
of their error in this refpedt; but even this,
when inguired into, will be to us an oceafion of
bluthing, if we are not hardened to every fenfe
of fhame, rather than a palifafion of our inigqui-
tous conduft; as it will appear thar the flavery
endured in Guinea, and other parts of Africa,
apd in Afliz, ®is by no means (o grievous as

that

* In the Hiftory of the Piratical States of Barhary,
printed in 1750, feld re be writien by a peefon who sefided
at Algicrs, in n pablic charafter, at page 265 the avchor
{iys, = The world exclaims apuinft the Algerines for cheir
¢ cruel reatment of their Mlaves, and their mtla}-ing EvEn

¢ portores 1o convert them to Mahometifim : but this 1s 2
i yulgar error, nr!fullﬁrngngmd for felfith views. So
¢ far are their flaves from beang ill ufed, that they moi
** haye committed fome very, great fanle to foffer an
v punifhment. Neither are they foreed to work b

¥ their fireagth, but rather {pared, lel they (hould fall
4 fick, Some arefo pleafed with their feeation, Ihﬂthcr
#& will not purchale tEEil' ranfom, thoagh they are able.™
It is the fame generally through the MELIN countries,

excapt
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that in our colonies. Francis Moor, fpeaking
of the natives living on the river Gambia, +
fays, ¢ That fome of the Negroes have many
< houfe flaves, which are their greateft glory;
¢ that thofe flaves live fowell and eafy, that it
% js fometimes a hard matrer to know the flaves
“ from their malters or miftrefles. And thae
« though in fome parts of Africa they fell their

“ flaves

—

except in fome particnlar inflances, as that of Muley Ifh-
mmazl, late Emperer of Moraees, ‘who being naturally bar-
barous, frequently wfed bath his fobjefts and flaves with
cruelty.  ¥et eyen under him the ufage the flaves met with
was, in general, much more tolernhle than that of the Ne-
groe {laves in the Welt Indies.  Captain Braithwaite, an
author of credit, who accompanied conful general Ruffel in
a conpratulatory ambafly to Muley Ihmael's focceflar, npan
his sccefion to the thoone, fays, ™ The fituation of the
o Chriftian lavesfin Moroeco was not near fo bad as repre-
i fented.—That it was troe they were kepr at Isbour by
¢ the late Emperor, bot not harder than our daily labours
e through.— Matters of hips were never obliged to
“* wark, nor fuch 2y had bat a fmall matter of money o
. give the Alcaide. —"When fick, they had a religions hoofe
f& appeinted for them to go to, where they were well ni-
s tended @ and whatever money In charity was fenc them
% by their friends in Enrope, was their own.” Braithwaite's
nwfuﬁnn: of Morocco,

Lady Montague, wife of the Englith ambaffador at Con-
ftantinople, in her letters, vol. 3. pope 20, writes, “ T
' know you expedt [ fhould fay fomething particular of the
et [laves ; and you will imagine me half a Tork, when I do
$1 noc fpeak of atwith the fame horror other Chriftians have

donz before me; bur I cannot farbear I:I.Pll]:ll.tdiﬂg the

humanity of the Turks to thefe creatures 3 they are not

ill nied; and their flavery, in my opinfon,.is o worle

than fervitude all over the world. It i trae they have

R wages, bot they give them yearly cloaths toa higher

value than our falaries to our ordinory fervants,*

*& F Moer, p. 30,
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% flaves born in the family, yet on the river
‘¢ Gambia they think ic a very wicked thing.™
The author adds, * He never heard of but one
¢ that ever fold a family flave, except for fuch
 crimes as they would have been fold for if
% they had been free.” And in Aftley's Col-
leétion, fpeaking of the cuftoms of the Negroes
in that large extent of country further down the
coalt, particularly denominated the coalt of
Guinea, it is faid, ¥ * They have not many
% flayves on the coaft; none buc the King or
# pobles are permitted to buy or fell any; fo
i rthat they are allowed only what are neceffury
¢« for their families, or tlling the ground.™
The fame author adds, * That they generally afe
< tbeir flaves well, and feldom correfi ihem.”

1 Colleflion, vol.a. page G4y,
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VII.

MONTESQUIEU'"s fentiments on flavery. Mo-
deration enjoined by the Mofuic law in the
punifhment of offenders, Morgan Goodwyn's
account of the' contempt and grievous rigour
exercifed upon the Negroes in his time.  Ae-
count from Jamaica, relating ro the inhuman
treatment of them there.  Bad cfefts artend-
ant on flave-keeping, as well to the malters
as the flaves.  Extrafts from feveral laws
relating to.Negroes.  Richard Baxter’s {enti=
ments on Nave-keeping.

HAT celebrated civilian Montefquicu, in

his creatife en the fpirit of laws, on the ar-
ticle of flavery fays, [t is meither nfeful to the
o ynafter mor flave fo the flave becanfe Be can do
ey “m-l[,fpg ,ib;-mgj} Prinffp}e (or wirtue); o the
5 maafer, becoufe be contrafls with bis fave all forts
€ of bad babuts, infenfibly accnfoms bimfelf to
o eoant all meral wirtues ;. becomes banghty, bafly,
¢t hard-bearted, paffionate, wolupinous, and erusl,
The lamentable truth of this affertion was
quid-:l:,l verified in the Eng!':ﬂ'l plantations,
When the praftice of {lave-keeping was intro-
duced, it foon produced its natural effedls; ic
reconciled men, of otherwife good diliipuﬁ:'luns,
to the molt hard and cruel meafures. lequickly
proved, ‘what, under the law of Moles, wasap-
prehended would be the confequence of unmer-
ciful chaltifements, Deut. xzv. 2. * dnd it
s fhail
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% fball be if the wicked man be worthy to be beaten,
¢ that the judge fbould caufe bim to lie down, and
<< to be béaten hefore bis face, according to bis fault,
€ &y a certain mumber 5 forly firipes may be given
< bim, and wot exceed.” And the reafon ren-
dered, is out of relpedt to human narure, viz.
*¢ Lef be fhould exceed; apd beat bim above thefe
“ with many firipes, then (hy brother [bonld [eem
 wile unto thee.”  As this effe® foon followed
the cavfe, the cruelef meafures were adopred,
in order to make the moft 'of the poor mretches
labour ;%and, in the mindsof the mafters, Mchan
idea was excited of inferiority, in the nature of
thefe their unhappy fellow creatures, thar they
efteerned and treated them as beafts of burden:
pretending to doubt, and fome of them even
preluming to deny, that the efficacy of che death
of Chrift extended to them. Which is particu-
larly noted in a book, intitled, « The Negroes
#t and Indians Advocare,” dedicated ro the chen
Archbifhop of Canterbury, written fo long fince
asin the year 1680, byMorgan Godwyn, thoughe
to be a clergyman of the church of England.
* The fame fpirit of fympathy and" zeal which

ftirred

* There is a principle which i3 pare, placed in the human
mind, which in different places or ages hath had ditferent
names; it is, however, pire, and procecds from God,—
Teiadeep and inward, eonfined tono forms of religion, nor
extfnd.nnf from any, where the heart fands in perfeét fin-
cerity,  In whemfoever this takes root and prows, of what
nation focver, they become brethren in the belt fonfe of the
expreiion. Ufing ourfelves to take ways which a maolk
uﬁmm us, when inconfiftent with that purity which is withs

eut beginning, we thereby fet up 2 government of our m.i
_ an
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ftirred wp the good Bifhop of Capia to plead
with fo much energy the kindred capfe of the
: Indians

and'deny cbedience to Him whofe ferviee is teue liberty:
He thar has a fervant, mode fo wrengfully, and koows it
to.be fo, when ho treats him' otherwife than a free man,
when he reaps the benefit of his labour, without paying
him fuch wages o are realonably due to fres men for the
Yike fervice ; thefle things, though done in calmnefs, with-
our any fhew of diforder, do'yet deprave the mind, in like
mznper, and with as preat “m;mﬂ' a5 prevailing cold
congeals water. Thele ficps taken m:i{crl, antd their
mn.ﬁnft firiking the minds of their children, whildt young,
Teave Iefs foom for that whigh s good to work "uPl;hn them.
The cuffoms of their parents, their neiphbours, and the
people with whom. they converde, working upon their
minds, and they from thence conceiving wrong ideas of
things, and modes of condufh, the entrance into their
hearts becomes in 8 great meafure thut up again® the gentle
maviagy of unereated parity.

From ene age to another the gloom prows thicker and
darker, till error gets effablithed by general apinion; but
whoever attends to perfeft goodnefs, and remains under
the melting infloence of it, finds a path anknown to many,
and feed the mecefity to lean uptn the arm of divine
frength, andsdwell alone, or with a few in the right,
committing their caufe tohim who iz a refuge to his people.
I'-Ingmu are our fellow-creatures, and their prefent condi-
LBh among us requires our ferioos confideration. We
know not the time, when thofe feales, in which moontaing
gre weighed, may turn. The Parent of mankind is gra-
ciuibe, hiscare is'over his fmalleft ereatures, and = mold-
tude of men efeape nct his notice§ and though many. of
them are trodden down and defpifed, yet he remembers
ahemn,  He feech their afiliftion, and  locketh opon the
fpreading increafing exaltation of the opprefior.  He torns

¢ channcl of power, hombles the moft haughry peaple,
and gives deliverance to the -ngpr:!ﬁ.'d, at l'u:ﬁ perinds as
gte confifent with his infinite juttice and goodnefs; And
wherever galn is prefemed to equity, and wrong things

publicky
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Indians of America, an hundred and fifty years
before, was equally operating abour a century
pait on the minds of fome of the well difpofed
of that day; amongft others this worthy cler-
gyman, having been an eye-witnels'of the on-
preflion and cruelty exercifed upon the Negroe
and Indian flaves, endeavoured to raife the at-
tention of thofe, in whofe power it might be to
procure them relief; amongft other matters, in
his addrefs to the Archbifhop, he remarks in
fubftance, *¢ Thar the people of the ifland of
*¢ Barbadoes were ndt content’ with exercifing
* the greateft hardnefs and barbaricy upon' the
*¢ Negroes, in making the moft of their labaur,
* without any regard to the calls of humanity,
¢ but that they had fuffered fuch a flight and
*“ undervaluement to prevail in cheir minds ro-
¢4 wards thefe their oppreffed fellow-creatares,
“¢ as to difeovrage any ftep being taken, where-
¢ by they might be made acquainted with the
* Chriftian religion. That their conduft to-
*¢ wards their flaves was fuch as gave him reas
“ fon to believe, that either they had fuffered
“ a fpiric of infidelity, a fpiric quice contrary
** tothe nature of the gofpel, to prevail in chem,
““ or that it muft be their eftablifhed opinion,
¢ that the Negroes had nio more fouls than
“ beafts; that henee they concluded them to
“ be neither fulcepeible of religious impreflions,

publicly encoursged, to that degree that wickedness takes

roat and fpreads wide amonglk this inhabitants of a countoy,

there s 8 real caufe for ferrow, 1o all foch whofe love

mankind ftands on a troe principle, and wilely confider the

end and event of things.”  Confiderations on keeping MNe-

groes, by John Woolman, part z, p. 5@
F

¥ nor
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nor fit objeéts for the redeeming grace of God
to operate upon.  That under this perluafion,
and from a difpofition of cruelty, they treated
them with' far lefs humianity than they did
their cattle; for, fays he, they do not ftarve
their horfes, which they expedt fhould both
carry and credit them on the road s nor p]nch
the cow, by whofe milk they are fuftained ;
which yer, to their eternal thame, is too fre-
quently the lot and condition of thefe poor
r:uplc, fram whofe labour their wealth and
ivelihood doth wholly drife; notonly in their
diet, but in their gloathing, and overworking
fome of them even to death, {which s parti-
cularly the calamity of the molt innocent and
laborious) bur alfo in tormenting and whip-
ping them: almoft, and fometimes quite, to
death, upon even fmall mifearriages. He
apprehends it was from this prejudice again(t
tl?c Negroes, that arofe- chofe fupercilious
checks and frowns he frequently met with,
when ufing innocent arguments and perfua-
fions, in the way of his duty as 2 mimfter of
the gofpel, to labour for the eonvincement
and converfion of the Negroes; being re-
peatedly told, with fpiceful fcoffings, (even
by fome. efteemed religious) that the Negroes
were no more fufcepuble of receiving bene-
fir, by becoming members of the church,
than their dogs and bicches, The ufual an-
{wer he received, when exhorting their mafters
to'do their dutp in that refpeét; being, What!
thefe black degs be made Chrifiians I What ! they
be made like ws! with abundance more of the
< {ame. Weverthelels, he remarks that the Ne-
i proes.
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groes were capable, not only of being taught.
to read and write, €. but divers of them
eminent in the management of bufinefs. Ha
declares them to have an equal right with
us to the merits of Chrift ; of which if through
negleft or avarice they are deprived, thae
judgment which was denounced againit wicked
Ahab, mult befal vst . Ouwr life ball go for
theirs, The lofs of their fouls will be required
at our hands, to whom God hath given fo
bleffed an opportunity of being inftrumental
to: their falvation.’” ®

He complains; ** That they were {uffered to
live with their women in no bewer way than
direét fornication; no care being taken to
oblige them to-continue together when mar-
ried but thar they were fuffered at their will
to leave their wives, and take to other wo-
men.” 1 fhall conclude this fympathizing

clergyman’s obfervations, with an inltance he
gives, to fhew, * that not only difcouragements
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and fcoffs at that time prevailed in Barbadoes,
to eftablifh an opinion that the Negroes were
not capable of religious imprefiions, but that
even violence and  great abules were ufed to
prevent any thing n[gtht kind taking place; It
was in the cafe of a poor Negroe, who hav-
ing, at his own requelt, prevailedon a clcr%:r‘
man to adminilter baptifm to him, on hid
return home the brutifh overfeer toock him to
tafle, giving him to underftand, that that was
no Sunday’s work for thofe of his complexion;
that he had other bufinefs for him, the negleds
whereof fhould coft him an afternoon’s bap-
tifin in blood, as he in the morning had re-
. F a K€ rely
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ceived'a baptifin with water, (thele, fays the
clergyman, were his own words) which he
accordingly made good ; of which the Negroe
complained to him, and he to the governor;
neverthelels; the poor miferable creature was
ever after fo unmercifully treated by that in-
human wretch, the overleer, thar, to avoid his
cruelty, betaking himfelf to the woods, he
there perifhed.”  This inftance is applicable
to none but the cruel perpetrator; and yec it is
an inftance ‘of what, in a greater or lefsdegree,
may frequently happen, when thofe poor wretches'
are left to'the will ‘of fuch brutith inconfiderare
creatutes as thele averleers often are.  This is
confirmed .in a Hifery of Famaica, written in
thirceen letters, ‘abiouc the year 1740, by a per-
{on then réfiding in thae ifland, who writes as
follows : *¢ I'fhall not now enter upon the'quel-
% tion, whether the flavery of the Negroes be
¢ agreeable to the laws of nature or not 3 though
it feems extremely hard they fhould be re-
duced ‘to' ferve and toil for the benefic of
others, without the leaft advantage to them-

8¢ felves. +"Happy. Britannin, -where favery: is-
“ never known! where liberty and freedom
' cheers! every misforrune.  Here,” fays the
author, * we can boalt of no fuch bleffing; we
© have at leaft ten flaves to one freeman, |
 incline to touch the hardlhips which thefe
poor creatures {uffer, in' the tendereft man-
# ner, from a particular regard which I have to
“ many of their mafters, but I cannot conceal
* their fad circumftances intirely: the moft
¢ rovial error is: punifhed wicth moit terrible
¢ whipping. ' I have feen fome of them treated
(12 n
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in that eruel manner, for na other realon byt

to fatisfy“the brutith pleafure of an  overfeer,

who has: their punitiment moftly ac his dif>

cretion.. I have feen their bodies-all in 4

zore'of blood; the fkin tornoff their backs

with the cruel whip ; beaten pepper and falt

rubbed in che wounds, and a large-ftick of
fealing-wax dropped leifurely upon them. Te

15 no wonder, if the horrid pain of fuch in-

human rortures incline them to rebel, - Moft

of thefe flaves are broughr from the coaft of
Guinen': when they firlt arrive, it is obferv-

ed; they are fimple and very innocent crea-

tures ;- but foon turn to be roguith enough':

and" when' they come to be W?kipl‘., urgge the

cxa,lmplc of the whites for an excufe of their

faults,”

Thefe sccounts of the E]L"EtP depravity of mind

atrendant on the practice of flavery, verify che
truth of Montefquieu's remark of its pernicious
effets. And although the fame degrec of op-
pofition to inftruéting the Negroes may not now
appear in the iflands as formerly, elpecially fince
the Sociery EPpuin:ed for propagaung the Gof-
pel have pofieffed a nomber of Megroes in: one
of them; neverthelefs che ficuation of thefe op-~
me_-d people 15 yet dreadful, as well to them-
elves, as in its confequence to their hird tafk-
mafters, and their offspring; as muft be evident
to every impartial perfon’who s acquainced
with the treatment ‘they generally ‘receive, or
with the laws which from time to time have
been made in the colonies, with refpect to the
Negroes; fome of them being abiolutely in-
confiftent with reafon, and fhocking to huma-

F 3 nity.
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pity. By the 32gth aft of the affembly of Bar-
badoes, page 125, It is enacted, *¢ Thagif any
s« Negroe or other flave under punifhment. by
e his mafer. or his order, for runnming away,
¢/ or any other crime or mifdemeanors. towards
st his faid mafter, unfortunately fhall fuffer. in
¢ life ‘of member, (which feldom happens) no
< perfon whatfoever fhall be liable. to any fine
¢ therefore. -~ But if any man fhall, of wanior-
¢ mefr, or anly of bltedy-mindedne[s or cruel intens

¢ fiom, wilfully kil a Negroe, or ather flave of Bis

8 ga, be (ball pay into :-{uéh: treafury, fifteen
t¢ pounds ferling,” Now that the life.of a' man
fhould be'fo hghiy valved; as that  fftecn
pounds fhould be judged a fufficient indemni-
fication of the murder of one, even when it is
avowedly done wilfully, wantonly, craelly, er of
Hloody-mindedne/s; is a tyranny hardly to beipa-
rilleled s peverthelefs human laws cannot make
void the righteous law of God, or prevent the
inquifition of that awful judgment-day, when,
s¢ at the band of every man's brotber the fife af
s« snan fball be reguired.” By the law of South
Caroling, the perfon that killeth a Negroe is
only fubjett to a fine, or twelve months im=
rifonment: it is the fame in moft, if .not all

the Welt-Indies. And by an aft of the affem-
bly of Virginia, (4 Ann. Ch, 49, fect. 27. p-
247.) -after proclamation 18 ilTued aganit faves,
1t thac run- away and lie ouk, it s Jatful for
“ gy perfon whatfoever fo kill and -defirey. fuch
s flaves, dy fuch ways and means as b, fhe, or
85 fhey £ﬂ” think fity, woitheat acqufotion or sm=
i peachment of any crime for the fame.” And lelt
Prh"ﬂ.[i: interelt fhould incline the planger tp
TMereyy
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mercy, it isprovided, * That every flave fo kill-
¢ ed, in parfuance of this ai3, fball be paid for by
<t the public.” 4 *

It was doubdefs a like fenfe of fympathy with
that expreffed by Morgan Godwyn before-men-
tioned, for the oppreffed Negroes, and like zeal
for the caufe of religion, {o manifeltly trampled
upon in the cafe of'the Wegroes, which-induced
Richard Baxeer, an eminent preacher amongft
the Diffenters in the lalt century, in his Chrif~
siqn Divefiery, toexprels himfelf as follows, viz.
#:Do you mark how God hath followed you
e wirth plagues; and may not confeience tell
you, that it is for your inhumanity 1o the
¢t {ouls and bodies of men "— T po'as pi-
#¢ rares, and catch up poor Negroes; or people
¢ of another land, that never forfeiced life or
« liberty, and o make them faves, and fell
«. them, 1is one of the worlt kinds.of thievery
< in the world;- and fuch perfons are to be
<t raken for the common enemies of mankind ;
i and they thar buy them and uwie them as
<t beaits for their mere commodity, and betray,
+f-gr defiroy, or negledt their fouls, are fitter to
¢t he. called devils incarnate than Chriltians: it
e iz -an heinous fin to buy them, unlefs it be
« jn charity to deliver them. Undoubtedly
et they are prefently bound to deliver them, be-
# caufe by right the man is his own, therefore
¢ pp man elfe can have a jult title co him.*

(13
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GRIFFITH HUGHES's Account of the

number of Negroes in Barbadoes. Cannot
keep up their ufual number withour a. yearly
recruit., Excefflive hardihips wear the Negroes
down in. a furprifing manner. A fervitude
withoue a condition, inconfiltent with reafon
and natural juftice. | The general ufage che
Negroes mece with in. the Welt-Indies. - In-
human calculations of the ftrength and lives
of the Negroes, Dreadiul confequences which
may be expected from: the croelty exercifed
upon this oppreffed part of mankind.

E are told by Grifaith Hughes; refor

of 5t. Lucy in Barbadoes, in his natural

hiftory of that ifland, printed in the year 1750,

e
i1
L
13
s

That there were between fixty-five and fe-
venty thoufand Negroes, at that time, in the
ifland, though formerly they had a greater
number ;. that in-order to keep up a neceffary
number, they were obliged to have a yearly
fupply. from. Africa: that the hard labour,
and eften (want of neceffaries, which thefe
unhappy creatures are obliged to undergo,

#¢ deftroy a greater number than are bred there,™
Headds, ¢ Thar the capacities of their minds,

if
(14
(13
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in the common affairs of life, are but little
inferior, if atall, to thofe of the Europeans,
If they fail in fome arts, he fays, it may be
owing more to their wanc of education, and
the depreflion of their fpirits by flavery, than

A G
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¢ to any want of natural abilities.”” This de-
firuftion of the human fpecied, through unna-
tural ]mrdﬂt'l?!, and want of 'neceffary fupplies,
in the cafe of the Negraes, is farther confirmed
in dn Aecoimt of the Enropedn Seltlements in dme=
rica, printed London, 1757, where it is faid,
part 6. chap. 11th, ¢ The Negroes in our co-
“*‘lonies endure a flavery more complete, and
# artended with far worfe circumitances, than
#¢ what any people in their condition fuffér in
 any other parc of the world, or have fuffered
#in any other period of rime: proofs of this
¢ are not wantipg. The prodigious wafte which
¢ we experierice in this unHappy parc of dur

fpecies; is'a full and’ melanchely evidence of

this truth.’ The ‘ifland 'of Barbadoes, (the

‘Negroes upon which do not amoune to eighty
¢ thoufand) nmwirhﬂ:nndin%lall the means which

they ufe to increafe them by propagation, and

that‘the- climarte is in every refpeét (except
that of being more ‘wholefome) exaftly re-

I'tmhlinﬁ the climate from whence they come,

notwithitanding all chis, Barbadoes lies under

a neceflity of an annual recruit of Ave thou-

fand flaves, to keep up the flock at the nome-

ber T have migncioned.  This pradigious fais
lure, Wwhich is at leaft in the fame proportion,
in all our iflandds, fhews demonftracively thag

‘fome uncommon and unfuppartable hardfhip,

lies upon the Negroes,. which wears them
“ down in foch a furprifing manner."

In an account of parc of North America,
publifhed by Thomas Jeffery, 1761, the author,
fpedking of the ufage the Neproes receive in the
'ﬁ':j‘t—lndia.iﬂands, fays, ® %I: is impoffible for
: ¥ a human

-
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-2 human heart to refiet upon the fervitnde of
theli drg:gs of mankind, without in fome
meafure feeling for their mifery, which ends
but with gheir lives,—Nothing can be more
wretched than the condition of this peaple,
One would imaging, they were framed to be
the difgrace of the human fpecies; banifhed
from their country, and deprived of chac blels
fing, liberty, on which all other nations fet
the greatelt value, they are in 3 meafure re-
duced to the condition of beafts of burthen,
In-general, a few roots, potatoes efpecially,
are their food, and two rags, which neither
fereen them from the heat of the day, nor the
extraordinary ‘r:nnlru:i's of the nighr, all their
govering ; their lleep very fhart ; their labour
almolt continual : they receive no wages, but
# have twenty lathes for the (malleft fanlt,” 4
thaughtful perfon, who had an opportunity of
ghiecving the miferable condition of the Ne-
roes in one of our Welt-India iflands, writes
thus: ¢ 1 met with daily exercife o fee the
o rreatment which thofe miferable wretches mee
o with from their mafters; with but few ex-
€ ceptions, They whip them moft vamercis
< fully on Imall occalions: you will fee their
st bodies all whealed and [carred; in thort, they
et [eem to fet no other value on their lives, than
#t as they coft them fo much money; and are
it reftrained from killing them, when angry, b
i no worthier conflideration, than thar they lofe
o {o much, They aft as though they did not
* look upon them asa race of human creatures,
who have reafon, and remembrance of mif-
& fortunes, but as beafts; like oxen, who ams
¢ f{tubborn,
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fubborn, hardy, and fenfelefs, fit for burdens,
«¢ and defigned to bear them: they will not
« allow them to have any claim to human pri-
¢ vileges, or fcarce indeed to be regarded as the
« work of God. = Though it was confiftent
« with the jultice of our Maker to. pronounce
« the fentence on our commoEn pareat, and
« through him to all fucceeding Etnrruiuns,
o That be and they fhonld eat ther read by the
<& fweal E{rbu'r brows; yet does it not fland re-
e “corded by the fame eternal truth, That the
o jabourer i5toorihy of  bis bire? It cannot
¢« be allowed, in natural juftice, -thac there
« fhould be a, fervigude withoue condition ;.
« a cruel, endlefs fervitude, It cannot be re-
« concileable to natural juftice, thavwhole na-
¢« tions, nay, whole continents of ‘men; Thould

be devoted to do the drudgery of life for
others, be dragged away from their attach-
ments of relations and {ocicties, and be made
to ferve the appetites and pleafure of a race
of men, whole [upcriority. has: been obrained
by illegal force.”

Sir Hans. Sloane, in the introduétion to his
natural hiftery of Jamaica, in the account he
gives of the treatment the Negroes met with
there, fpeaking of the punifhments inficted on
them, fays, page.sh, * For rebellion, the pu-
& pifhment 15 burning them, by nailing them
¢ down to the ground with crooked (ticks on
¢ eyery limb, and then applying the fire,. by

degrees, from the feer and hands, burning

them  gradually vp to the heatl, whereby

their pains are extravagant. For crimes of a

lefs nagure, gelding or chopping off I;:aIFf:hc

] “ oot
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¢ foot with an axe.——¢ For negligence, they
¢ are ufvally whipped by the overfesrs with
4 Jance-wood fwitches, After they are whip-
¢ ped till they are raw, fome put on their fking
0 pepper and falt, to make chem fmart; ar
other times, their mafters will drop melted

** wax on their fkins, and ufe feveral wery cxqui-
“f fite terments” In that illand, the owners of
the Negroe flaves {er afide to each'a parcel of
ground, and allow them half a day at the latter
end of the week, which, with the day appointed
by the divine injunion to be a day u!Pr:ﬂ' and
fervice to God, and which ought ro be kep as
fuch, is the only time l"ﬂw:ﬁ them to manure
their ground. —~This, with a féew herrings, or
ather ﬁﬂl fith, is whar is given for their fuppore,
Their allowance for cloathing in the ifland, is
feldom more than fix yards of oznabrigs each
year.  And in the more northern colonies,
where the piercing wefterly winds are long and
fenfibly felt, thefe poor Africans fuffer much
for want of fufficient cloathing; indeed fome
have none till they are able to pay for ic
by their labour. The time that the Negroes
work in the Weft Indies, is from day=breal
till noon; then again from two o'clock ill
dark (during which-time, they are arteaded by
overfeers, who feverely fcourge thole who appear
to them dilatory); and before they are fuf-
fered fo go to cheir quarters, they have ftill
fomething to do, as collecting the herbage for
the horfes, gathering fuel for the boilers, &c.
fathat it is often paft twelve before they can
get home, whién they have fearce time to grind
and boil their Indian corn; whereby, if their
food
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food was not prepared the evening before, ft
fometimes happens that they are called again ro
labour before they can fatisfy their hunger. And
here no excufe or delay will avail; for if they
are not in the field immediately upon the ufual
notice, they muft expeét to feel the overfeer's
lath. 1In crop time (which lafts many months)
they arc obliged, by turns, o !.-mrf: moft of
the night in the beiling houfe, Thus their
owners, from a defire to make the greateft gain
by the labour of their flaves, Jay heavy byr:.l%:n_s
on them, and yer feed and cloath them very
fparingly, and fome fcarce feed or cloath them
at all ; fo thae the poor creatures are obliged o
fhife for their living in the belt manner the
can, which occalions their being often killed in
the neighbouring lands, ftealing poratoes, or
other food, to fatisfy their hunger. And if they
take any thing from the plantation they belong
to, though under fuch prefling want, their own=
crs will correét them feverely for taking a lietle
of what they have fo hardly laboured for ; whilf
many of themfclves riot in the greatelt luxury
and excefs, It is matwer of aftonithment how 2
people; who as a nation, are looked vpon as
enerous and humane, and fo much value chem-
F:iv:s for their uncommon fenfe of the benefic of
liberty, can live in the prattice of fuch excreme
oppreflion and inhumanity, without feeing the
inconfiftency of fuch condu&, and feeling great
remorfe. Nor is it lefs amazing to hear thefe
men. calmly making calculations about the
firength and lives of their fellow men.  In Ja-
maica, if fix in ten of the new imporred Negroes:
furvive the fealoning, it is InnE:d Upon as a

gaining
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gaining purchafe. And in nioft ‘of the other
‘plantarions, if the Negroes live eight or ning
years, their labour is reckoned a [ufficient com -
enfation for their coft.  Ifcalculations of this
fort were made on the ftrength and labour of
bealts of burden, it would notappear fo frange;
but even then, a merciful man would certainly
ule his bealt with more mercy than is ufually
fhewn to the poor Nt%rn:s. Will not the groans,
the dying groans, of this deeply afflited and op«
prefiec people reach heaven P and when' the cup
of iniquity 15 full, muft not the inevitable con-
fequence be, the pouring forth the judgments of
God upon the oppreffors 2 But alas! is it not
oo manifelt that this oppreffion has already long
been the obje&t of the divine difpleafure ? For
what heavier judgment, what greater calamiky,
can befall any people, than to become f(ubjeft to
that hardnefs of heart, that forgetfulnefs of God,
and infenfibility to every religious impreffion,
as well as that general depravation of manners,
which fo much I;rcvn'als in thefe colonies, in pro=
rtion as they have more or lefs enriched them-
?:ivcs at the expence of the blood and bondage
. af the Negroes. 3
Ttis a dreadful confideration, as a late au-
thor remarks, that out of the ftock of eighty
thouland Negroes in Barbadoes, there die ‘every
year five thoufand more than are born in that
ifland; which failure is probably in: the fame
proportion in the other iflands. * Jn efel?, this
people {5 under a weceffity of being enitirely renesved
every fintetn years. And what muft we think of
the management of a people, Who, far from in-

creafing greatly, as thofe who' have no lofs by
wWar
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war ought to do, muft, info fhort 2 tinie as fix-
tecn years, without foreign recruirs, be entirely
confumed to'a man! Isit not a Chriftian doctrine,
that the labowrer is werthy of bis bire? And hath
not the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet,
pronounced, *¢ B umto that man who buildeth
o« his boufe by unrighteoufnefs, and bis chambers by
¢ worong ; why ufes bis meiphbonr's fervice withont
% epaper, and giverh biwm monpht for bis werk
And yet the poor Negroe flaves are conltrained,
like the bealts, by beating, to work hard wich-
out hire or recompence, and receive nothing
from the hand of cheir Unmerciful malters, buc
fuch a wretched provifion as will fearce fuppore
them under their fatigues. The intolerable
hardfhips many of the flaves undergo, are fuffi-
ciently proved by the fhortnefs of their lives.—
And who are thl:[{‘ miferable creatures, that re-

ceive fuch barbarous treatment from the planter?
Can we reftrain our juft indignation, when we
confider that they are undoubtedly bir Breghren F
his :.hr:;‘gh&.pﬁn ! the'children of the fame Fatber, and

fome of thafe for whem Chrift died, as truly as for the
planter bimfelf.  Letthe opulent planter, or mes-
chant, prove that his Negroe flave is not his bro-
ther, or that he is not his neighbour, in the
feraprure fenfe of thefe appellations; and if he is
not able fo to do, how will he juftify the buying
and felling of kis brethren, as ifthey were of no
more confideration than his cacele f The wearing
them out with continual labour, before they
have lived out half their days 2. The fevere whip-
ping and rorturing them, even to death, if che

refift his infupportable tyranny ¢ Let the hardie

flave-holder look forward to the tremendous

day,,
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day, when he muft give anaccount to God of
his ftewardihip ; and let him ferioufly confider
whether, ar gtha time, he thinks he fhall be
able to fatisfy himfelf, that any att of buying and
felling, or the fate of war, or thg birth of child-
ren 1o his' houle, plantation, or terricories, or
any other circumflance whatever, can give him
fuch an.abfolute property in the perfonsof men,
as will juftify his rewaining them as fNaves, and
wreatng them as beafts P Lec him diligently con-
fider whether there will not always remain co the
flave a fuperier property or right to the fruic of
his own labour; and more efpecially to his own
perfon; that being which was given him by
God, and which none bur the Giver can juitly
claim ¢
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C H A P X

THE idmtz%-c which would have accrued fo.
the natives of Guinea, if the Europeans had:
acted towards them agreeably to the diétates
of humanity and Chriftianity,  fn inordinate
defire of gain in'the Evropeans, the true oc-:
cafion of the flave trade. - Notice of the mif=
reprefentations of the Negroes by/'moft gus
thors, in order to palliate the iniquity of the
Mlave trade. '.’:"hn:«étJ mifreprefentations refutedy
particularly with refpett’ o rhe Hottentor Ne=:
groes. :

ROM the foregoing accounts of ‘the natural
F difpofition of the Negroes, and the fruit-
tulntls of ‘moft parts.of Guinea; which are con=
firmed by authors'of candour, ‘who have written
from their own knowledge, it may well be con-
cluded; ‘that the Negroes acquaintance with: the
Euro mightthave been a happinefs to them,
if thefe laft had not only borne the name, buc
had alfo - afted the part; of Chriftians, and ufed
their endeavotirs: by example, as well as precept,
to make| them xEuuinmd with the glad ddings
of the ‘gofpel, which breathes peace and good
will to:man, and with that change of heart, thac
redemption: from fin, which-tghﬁftinnil:y Iro-
pofeth.. | Innocence and love mighe then have
prevailed, and nothing would have been wanting
to.complete the happinefs of the fimple Africans,
But the reverfe has happened 'y the Europeans,
forgetful of their duty as men and Chriftians,

G have
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have condufted themfelves in fo iniquitous a
manner, a5 muft necefarily raife in the minds
of the thougheful and well-difpofed Negroes,
the utmoft fcorn and deteftation of the very
name of - Chriltians. ~ All other confiderations
have given way to an infatiable defireof gain,
which has been the principal ‘and moving caufe
of the moftimiquitons and dreadful feeme that was,
perhaps, ever afted upon the face of theearth,
Inftead of making ule.of that {operior hnow-
ledge with which the Almighty, the common
Parent of mankind,  had favoured  them, to
ftrengthen: the rprin:ip'le of. peace and good will
in'the brealts of the incantious Negroes, the Eu-
ropeans have, by 'their bad example, led them
into excels of drunkennels, debauchery, and ava-
rice; - whereby -every paflion  of  corrupt nature
being inflamed, they have been eafily prevailed
upon to make war, and captivate one another;
as well to furnith means for the exceffes they, had
been habituated to,as; to fatisfy the greedy de-
fire of gain in their profligate employers, who'to
this intent have furnithed them with prodigious
quantities of arms and ammunition. Thus they
have been hurricd into. confufion,. diftrefs;: and
all. che: extremitics of temporal milery 51 every
ﬁi% seven the power ‘of  their kings, has/been
made [ubfervient to this wicked purpofe;’ for

inftead of being protectors of their fubjetts, fome
of thole rulers, corrupted by the exceffive love
af {pirituous liquors, and: the tempting baits 1aid
beforé -them by the fattors, have invaded . the
liberties: of their unhappy fubjedts; and are be-
come their oppreffors.

s Here
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Here it may be fecéffiiry 6 obferve, that the
accounts! we have ef - the inhabitants n:ch Guinea,
are chiefly given by perfons éngaged in the trade,
who, fph?rl'rg-:felf-int:rcﬂed vigws, haive deferibed -
them in" fuch colours as were leaft likel; ‘to'ex-
cite comphffion and refpett, and endeavaured:to |
reconcile fo ‘manifeft a viclation of the rights'sf
mankind' to’ the minds‘of the prchaferss’ et
they cannot but allow the Negroes to be poffefied’
of {ome goad qualicies; though' they contrive as
much as-poffible to'eaft a Mhade'over them. A
articularinftance of thigappears in Aftley's Col-
Fﬂion‘,‘ ‘wol.'ii p. 730 where the author, fpeak-
ing of 'the Mandinges fercled’ ar Galemn, 'which
is _{ima‘wl"gcﬂ miles up . the Senegal, “afier -
faying that' they carry on'a commerce to all'the
nei ting Kingdoms, ‘and‘amafs 'tiches; 'ﬁ&?‘,'f

]

o “That -:x_r:r:p‘:in% the wices peculiar 1o 1he Bircks,

< they area fort of people, lioneft, hofpi-.
< rable, jult'to their word, laborious, Yinduf=
o trivus, and very ready to learn ares and fei-
““‘ences.” ''Here it is difficult to imagine whar
vices can‘be peculiarly attendant on a people fo
well difpofed as ‘the author defcribes thefe to be.
With “réfpett 1o the charge fome authors have
brought againit them, as being void of all natu-=
ral vaffeCtion, it 'is frequemly contradided by,
others.  In vol. 1. of the Colledtion, p: 275, and
62g, the Nc'lgm:s of North Guines, and the Gold
Coalt, are faid to be fond of their children, Ll
rhey love wirh .tend'rmg_":r. And Bolman fa ._."_p:l
340, “* Not a few in his country (viz. Hﬁﬂznd}
“t.fondly imagine, that parents here fell ‘their
*¢ children, men their wives, and ‘one ‘brother
*:the other: but thole who think fo deceive

g S “ them-
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o« themfelves; for this ‘never ha;{:g.‘tns on any
#_gther account, but, that of . peceflity, or-fome
 greaterime.’”, The, fame.is repeated by J.
Barbor, pi, 326, and allo confirmed by Sir Hans
Sﬁar—" in) .ﬂyq_iﬁmaﬁuﬂhn t.u'nhlis namrﬂ;hiﬂ?ir:r
of Jamaica; where {peakis the Negraes, he ;
fays,. 5 They are g[tullig;::%pu ht, to:be harers

. of their awn children, and therefore it js. be-
«_lieved -that.they. fell, and difpole of; them to
¢ firapgers for money : - but this;is pot-true;;
¢ for, the Negroes of, Guinea being divided into.,
L {:vqrpl_;,aﬁainfhjpﬁ; gs awell.as the Indians of

“_Amcrica, have wars ; and) befides thofe flain in ,
*_battle, many; prifoners arc taken, who are fold,
¢ for flaves, and brought. hither: bug the pa-
« rents here, although their children are flaves
« for ever, yet have o grear love for them, that
« no maller;dares fell, or giye away, one of their
¢ Tirtle ones, unlefs they. care not whether. their
¢ parents; hang themielves-or no.", J. Barbot,
fpeaking of the oceafion of the nativés of Guinea
being reprefented as a treacherous people, afcribes
it to the Haollanders.-(and doubtlels other. Euro-
peans). ulurping authority, and -fomenting -di-
vilions bepween the Negroes. (At pige 110, he
fayss < It is well known that many of the En-
¢ rgpean nations trading amonglt thofe people,
have yery, unjufltly. and inhumanly, withoug
 any. provocation; | ftolen: away, froml time.to
time, -abundance of the, people, -not! only on
this coaft, buc almoft every wherg in Guines,
whohave come on ‘board their fhips in-a
harmlefs and confiding | mannér: sthefe they
¢ have in great numbers carricd.away, and.fold
“_in the pﬁnnmions, with other flaves which

£ they




i {35 .} ety Tochisg

« they. had purchafed.®  And althouph’ fom
of the Negroes, may be jullly charped with in-
dolénce and fupinerefs, yet many ':JF]'Itrk are fre-
3UEIIIIF mentioned ‘by 'authars' as @ carefil; in-
wfirious, and even laborioys people,  But nothing
fhews more clearly how tnfafe ‘it is' to form a
Judgment of diftant peaple from the accounis gi-
ven of them by travellers, who have taken but
a tranfient yiew of things, than the cafe of thie
Hottentots, viz. 'thofe feveral nations of Ne-
groes who inhabic che moft fouthern pare of Af-
rica; ‘thefe people ‘are réprefentéd by feveral ag-
thors, who appear o have very much copied
their relations one from the other, 'as fo Tavage
and barbarous as to have Tiele of humin, boc
the fhape: but thefe accoonts are’ frongly con-
tradifted by others, particulacly’ Peter Kolben,
who has given a circumitantial relation 'of the
difpoficion and manncrs of thofe people. * He
was @ man of learning, fent from 'the court of
Pruffia folely to make aftronomical and narural
oblervations therey ‘and having no, interelt in
the flavery of the Negroes, had not the fame in-
ducement as molt other relurors had, to mifre-
prefent the narives of Africa.’ He refided eight
yédrs atr and . gbour 'thé Cape of Good Hope,
during which time he examined with great care
into the' cuftoms, manners, and the opinions ‘of
the Hottentots, whence he fers thefe people in
a quite differenc light from what tll:zg’iap eir
‘in former ‘authors, whom' he" cor ._-.:..R:H
blames for the falfehbods _I:_I'_:i;ly._'_[:_b:wc_ m:'m;f
gae - '&_5

et ]

® Bee Kolben's account of the Cape of Good Hope.
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told of them. Ac'p. 61, he fays, * The details
¢ we  have in feveral -authors, are for the molt
¢ part made up of inventions and hearfays,
t which generally prove filfe.”” Neverthelefs,
he allows they are jultly to be blamed for their
floth.—The lome Ef ;’E&qﬂj and indofence i3 theiriall:
compulfion 15-death da them.  IWhile necefity ebliges
fhem fo woprk they are very frafable; obediznt, apd
faithful; but when they bate got enough to Jfarisfy
the prefent want, they are deaf to :ﬁ furtber en-
#reaty, He alfo cenfures them for their naftinefs,
the offet of Naths and. for their love of drink,
and the praitice of f{ome unnatural cuftoms,
which lang ufe has eftablithed amonglt - thems;
which, neyerthelefs, from the general good dif-
ofition of thefe peaple, there 15 grear reafon to
E:_li:v: they might be perfuaded o refrain from,
if & troly Chriftian care had been extended to-
wards them. He fays, “ They are eminently
¢ diftinguifhed by many virtues, as their mutual
' henevolence, friendfhip, and hofpitality 5 they
¢ breathe kindnels and good-will to one ano-
t¢ ther, and feck all opportunities of obliging.
¢ Jz a Hottentot's aE_ﬁRm:c: required by one af
¢ his coungrymen? he runs to giveir. ls his
st advice alked? he gives, it with fincerity. Is
# his countryman in want? he relieves him to
¢ ghe utmolt of his power.” Their holpitalic
extends even to European ftrangers: in travel-
ling through the Cape gountries, you meet with
a c%u::ai‘ful'aud open reception, in whatloever vil=
1“5;_ you come to. In fhort, he fays, p. 339,
« “The integrity, of the Hottentots, their ftrict-
t¢inefls and celerity in the execution of juftice,
¢ and their charity, are equalled by few nations,
: pals W In
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In alliances, their word is facred; there being
bardly any thing they look upon a3 a fouler crime
than breach of engagements. | Theft and adultery
they punifb with death. They firmly believe
there is @ God, the. author of all chings, whom
they «call the God of gods;, but it® dogs: not ap-:
pear that they have any infticution of worlhip
direétly regarding this {upreme Deity. When
preffed on this article, they excule themiklves by
a tradition,  That their firf} parents fo grievoufly
¢ offended this great God, that be curfed them and
<& yheir pofferily with bardnefs of bearts fo that
e they kot little about bimy, and bave lofs juciing-
¢ fion to [erve bim” As has been already re-
markeqd, thefe Hottentots are the only, Negroe
nations bordering on the fea, we read of, who
are not concerned in making or keeping flaves.
Thofe flaves made ufe of by the Hollanders ac:
the Cape, are brooghe from other parts of Gui-
nez.  Numbers of | thele people rold the anthor,
s« That the vices they faw prevail amongft Chrif-
tians s their avarce, their envy and bhatred of
one another ; their reltlels; difcontented em-
pers 3 their lafcivioulnels and injuftice, were
the things that p.’:rl:in;u]:rrl{l kept the Hotten-
tots. from hearkening 1o Chriftianicy,”

Father Tachard, a French Jeluit, famous for
his travel®in the Ealt Indies, in his account of
thefe people, fays, ** The Hottentats have more,
s honefty, love, and. liberality for ape another,!
«¢ than are almolt any where feen amongit Chrif-

£ Hians.

G4 CHAP
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C H AP X

MAN-STEALING efteemed highly criminal,
“iand punifhable by the laws of Guinea: Ny Ne-
roes allowed to be fold for flaves there, but
thole deemed prifoners of 'war, or in punifh-
ment for crimes.  Seme of the Negroe rulers,
corrupted by the Europeans, violently infringe
the laws of Guinea, The King of Barfailay
noted in that refpect.

Y an inguiry into the 'laws and cuftoms
B formerly in ule, and fill in force amonglt
the Negraes, particularly on the Gold Coalt, it
will be fuuntE that provifion was made for the
general peace, and for the fafety of individuals;
even. in W. Balman's time, long after the Eu-
ropeans had eftablifhed the fave-trade, the na-
tives were not publicly enflaved,. any otherwile
than® in punifhmenc for crimes, when prifoners
of war,' or by a violent exertion of the power
of their corrupred Kings, Where anyof the
natives were ftolen, in' order to be fold to the
Europeans, it was 'done Tecretly, or at leaft,
only connived at'by thofe in power; this appears
from Barbor and Bofman’s account of the matter,
both agreeing that man-ftealing was not allow-
ed on the Gold Céaft, The firft, * fays, © Kid-

“ magping

* Barboty P 303
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¢ mapping or flealivg of buman creatures is punifh-
¢ ol therey and even fometines wieh death.” And
W. Bofman, whole long refidence on the coalt,
enabled  him to fpeak wich cercainty, fays, +
 That the laws swere fevere apaiuft murder,
O tbiepery, and edultery.”  And adds, < That
o man-flealing was ponifbed om the Gold Cogft with
“ rigid feverity, and fometimes with death stfelf.”
Hence it may be'concluded, thar che fale of the
greatelt part of the Negroes. to the Europeans
15 fupported by violence, in defiance of the laws,
through the knavery of cheir principal men,§ who
(as is 100 often the cale with thofe in European
countries) under pretence of encouraging trade,
and increafing the public revenue, difregard the
diftatés of jultice; ind crample upon thole liber-
ties which they are appointed to preferve. '

Francis Meor" alfo ‘mentions man-ftealing as

being difcounteninced by the Negroe govern-
ments on the river Gambia, and fpeaks ufg the in-
Maving the peaceable inhabitanes, as 'a violence
which'only happens'under a corrupt adminiftra-
tion of jultice; he fays, ® « The kinﬁs of that

‘¢ country generally advife with their head men,
o fearcely doing any thing of canfequence, with-
* out confulting them frft, excepr the King of
¢« Barfailay, who h:inlg fubjeft to hard drinking,
¢ is very abfolute. It 35 to this King’s infaci-

£t able

+ Bofman, p. 143
o T Note, Harbot, p. 270, fays, the tmde of flaves is
in a more pecalisr manner the bafinefs of Kinps, rich men,
and -prime—-merchants, exclafive of  the-inferior fore of
blpcks.

* Moar, page 6.
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able thirft for brandy, that his {ubjects freedomr

and families are in Fu precarjous a fitvation :"*
* Whenever this King wants goods or brandy,
he fends a meffenger to the Englith Governor
at James Fort, to defire he would fend a loop
there with a cargo: this wetis, befup wot. at alb
unscelcome, the %uvrrnur fends accordingly.
Azainft the arrival of the floop, the King gocs
and ranfacks fome of his encmies towns, %:i'ﬂ—
ing the people, and felling them for fuch com-
modities as he is in want of, which commonly
are brandy, guns, powder, balls, piftols, cut-
laffcs, for his attendants and foldierss and
coral and filver for his wives and concubines.
In cafe he is not at war with any neighbouring
King, he then falls upon onc of his own towns,
which are numerous, and ufes chem in the fame
manner:’ ¢ He often goes with fome of his
troops by a town in the day time, and return.
ing 1n the night, fets fire to three parts of  it,
and putting guards at the fourth, there feizes
the people as they run out from the fire; he
ties their arms behind them, and marches them
gither to Joar or Cohong, where he fells them
to the Europeans:!’

A. Brue, the French direftor, gives much the
fame account, and fays, + That having received
@ 3, he wrote to the King, that if he had a
e« {ufficient number of flaves, he was ready to
¢ rrade with him. This Frince, as well as other
e Negroe Monarchs, has always a fure way of
« fupplying his deficiencies, by fclling his own

: " fubjecls,

® Noor, p. 45. + Colledtion, vol. 2. p; 29,
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“ fubjefts, for which they feldom want a pre-
¢ tence. The King had recourfe/to this me=
¢ thod, by feizing three ‘hundred of his own
i -people, and fent word to'the director, that he
#: had the flaves ready to deliver for the goods."
It feems, the King wanted double the quanticy
of goods which the faftor. would give him for
* thele hundred ‘flaves; but the ‘factor refuling
to truft him, as he was already in the Com-
pany’s debe, and ptrceiving that this refufal had
put the Kipg much our of -temper, he propofed
that he (fhould: give' him a licence for aking {o
many more:of his people, as the goods he [kl
wanted were worthy 'but this the King refufed,
faying, *¢ [t might occafion a difturbance amongft
¢ his fubjets.”'® Exceptin the above inftance,

' and

* Nate, This Negroe Kinp thus refufing to comply with
the factor's wicked propofal, fhews, hie was fonfible his own
condudt was not juftisable; and ir likewlife appears, the
_f.:l..!]ﬂq"': v|:-r|.[fI CORCErn wWas to prncure the m:l.tl!i_'l: aumber of
flaves, withous any regard to the injufhics of the methad
by which they were procored.  This Andrew Broe, was,
for & loog, time; principal diceftor of the French African
Fafiory in thofe parts; in the management of which, he is
in the collefioa faid to have had an extracrdinary fuccels.
The part he ought to have afed as 3 Chrifian towards che
iprorant- A fricans feems quite oue of the queflion ; the pro-

fit of hiy employers appears to have begn his fole concern,

.t page 62, [peaking of the copntry on_the Senegal river,
he fays, It was very populons, the foil' rich; and'if the

¥ people were dndultsious, they might, of their own pros

1 diace, carry on a very advantageons trade with Bripgers s

¢ there being bat few things in which they could be ex-

1% celled; ‘dar (he adds) ir'ir ro e boped, the Enﬂ}ff;ﬂf_iurﬂ

ferac it

i
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and fome others, where the power of the N
Kings is unlawfully exerted over their fubjefts,
the flave trade is carried on in Guinea with fome
regard to the laws of the country, which allow
of none to be fold, bur prifoners talien in.their
national wars, on people adjudged to flavery in
punifbment for crimes; but the largenels of
the ‘country, the number of kingdoms or com=
monwealths, and the grear encouragement given
by the Europeans, afford frequeng pretences
and opportunities to the bold defigning profli-
gates of one Kingdom, to furprize apd feize upon
siok anly thale of & neighbouring government,
but alfo the weak and helplels of their own; ®
and the unhappy people; taken on thofe occa-
fions, are, with impunity, fold to the Europeans.
Thele prattices are doubtlels difapproved of by
the molt confiderate amongit the Negroes, for
Bolman acquaints, us, that even their national
wirs are not agrecable to fuch, He fays, 4« If
“ the perfin who occafioned the beginning of
¢ the war be taken, they will not ealily aﬁmir
“ him to ranfom, thﬂugh his weight i gold
t fhould be' offered, for fear he thould in furure
“ form fome new defign againft their repofe.”
C.H A P.

M gror ot thim inte the feeree' A remark unbecoming
¢ hamanity, moch mare Chritianity |

.. ® This inhuman praftice is particalarly deferibed by
Brue, in Colleck. vol. 3. p. o8, where he fays, * That fome
1 of the natives are, oo all occafions, endeavouring to fur-
o4 prize and carry off their country peoples They land (fays
€5 E::I withouat noife, ahd 1fthey find a lone cottage, withoat
¢ defence, they furroond i, and carry off all the people and
4 effedts to their boat, and immediately reimbark **° This
feems to be moiltly pradtifed by fome Negross who dwell an
the fea coait. + Bofman, p. 155,
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CCHH & R K

AN account of the fhocking inhumanity, ufed in'
the carrying on of the flave trade, as defcribed -
by faftorsof different nations, viz. by Francis’
‘Moor, on the river Gambia; and by John Bar:
bot, A. Brue, and William Bofman, through
the coaft of Guinea. . Note. Of the large re--
v:nurs-ariﬁ:cF to the Kings of Guinea from:
the flave trade. et

MRST, Francis Moor, fadtor for the Englifh
African Company,; on the, river Gambja,’

* writes, ¢ That there are.2 number. of Negroe
*¢. traders, colled .joncoes, or ' merchants, who
* follow the flave trade -as a bufinefs; their
*<_place of refidence is fo high uplin the country;
“t as to be fix weeks travel from  James Forr,
“f which is firuate at the mouth of that river,
* Thefe merchaqes bring down. elephants teeths
*“ and in fome years two thoufand flaves, moft
“ of which, ﬂlg.ﬁh are prifaners taken in war.,
‘ They buy them, from the different’ princes;
“ who take them; many. of, them are Bum-
‘¢ 'brongs and Petcharies; nations, who each of:
¢ them have different languages, and, are brought
‘¢ from a vaft way inland, . Their way of bring=:
* ing them is tying them l;y.the-np:k with leather-
“ thongs, at about ayard diftant from exch othier,
“ thirty or forty in_a firing, having. generally
; * a bundle
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2 bundle of corn or elephants teech ipoi
each of their heads: In their wiy from the
mountains, they travel through very greac
woods, where they cannot for fome days get
water; fo chey carry in'fkin bags enough to
fupport them for a time. ‘T cannot,” adds
oor, *“ibe.cerrain of the number of merchants
*“who follow this rrade, Bue ‘there’ may, pet-
haps, be about an'hundred, who'go up into
the inland country, with the 'goods which
i they buy from'the'white men, and wich thetn
* purchale, in various countries; gold, faves,
" and elephants teeth. Befides the (laves, which
“*ithie merchants bring down, there are many,
*t“bought along “the river: ‘thele "are’ cither-
“ taken n War, as the former A, ur'men £oi-
“demned for €rimes  or elfe peégf:' Rolen, swbich |
“Uir lvery fregient —Since the “flaye-trade has
“*“been ufed, ‘alll punithments are changed into
““flavery ;" thére ‘being an' advantage on fuch
“f" condemnation, 'they frain for crimes wery bard, |
“ECim order to get the Benefit of felling the Eriminal”
o' John' Barbot, the ‘French fador, in ‘his dc-
count' of the manner by which ‘the flaves are
procured, fays, * ®*The Slaves fold'by the Ne-,
“t'proes, are for the moft pare prifoners of wir,
«t‘or taken in the incurfions they mike in their
. énemies territories; others are ftolen away,
“ by their neighbours, when foond abroad on
«e-the road, or in'the wogds; ‘or'elfc’in'the ¢orn
¢ fields, at the time of the year when their pa-
# rents kkeep them:there - all che day to fcare

L1

* John Barbot, page 47,

 dway
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“ away the devouring fmall birds,” Speaking
of the tranfactions on that part of Guinea called
the Slave Coalt, where the Europeans have the
molt faftories, and from whence they bring
away much the greateft number of flaves, the
fame author, and allo Bolman,  fays, « Thc
“inhabitants of Coto do much milchicf, in
 ftealing thofe flaves they fell 'to the Euro-
" peans, from the upland country,—That the
“ inhabitants of Popo excel the former; being
“ endowed with a much larger fhare of cou-
“ rage, they rob more fuccelsfully, by which
“ ‘means they inereale their riches and rrade.”
The author particularly remarks, « Thar thep
4 are encouraped in Abis praflice by tbe Enropeans ;
¢ fometimes it happens, according to the. fuca
“¢ cefs of their inland excurfions, that they are
““able to furnith two hundred flaves or more,
“in a few days.” « And. he.fays, 4t § The
blacks of Fida, or Whidah;, are [b expedi-
* tious in trading for (laves, that they can. de-
liver a thoufand every month.”"—*¢ 1f there
< happens to be.no ftock of flaves there, the
factor imuft croft the blacks with his goods,
to the value of one hundred and fifty, or two
hundred pounds;. which goods they carry u%
¢ into the inland country, to buy flaves ac al
markets |, for above fix hundred miles up

'Y [h=

‘ ‘Bofman, page 310, i
1 Barbot, page 316, :

| When the great incame which arifes to the Negroe

Kings on the Slave Coalt, from the flaves brought through

their feveral governments, to be Mipped on boasd the Eu-

- fopean
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“ the country,. where they are kepe like cattle
“in Evrope; the flaves fold there being gene-
* rally prifoners of war, taken from their ene-
““ mies like other booty, and perhaps fome few
“ fold by their own countrymen, in extreme
“ want, or vpon a faming, as allo fome as a
““punifhment of heinous crimes.” ' So far Bar-
bot's account; that given by William Bolman
i5 as follows: ¢ * When'the flaves which are
¢ brought from the inland’ countries come to
Whidah, they are pue in prifon together;
when' we treat concerning buying them, they
are"all' brought out together in & large plain,
where, 'by our furgeons, they are thoroughly
examined, ‘and thar naked, both men and
women, without the lealt diftinétion or mo-
defty.t - Thofe which ‘are approved a5 good,

. are

rapean veflels, s confidered, we have nolcanfe to wondep
that they give fo grear a copntenance ta that trade: Wil-
Yizm Bofman fays, ‘page 937, 1 That each B 2obich tomer
= ay Whidab be trads, reckening env nuirh awcber, sithie &y
€ gell, frade, or cufiem,) parr abost four Kundred praser, sud
- ﬁ.nr.‘:'.nrl_,lf,n‘?;.ﬁ_; eomme bitker iw oo pear,”  Barbot eons
firmi the fime and adds, page 350, © Thar in che mrigh
. beuring fr'lg.ﬁ.n'lf Ardak, che duty ro' the Kimg ds the' wlne
& of fruentylan eiphty fawer fir sack rradinp Bip Mt Which
is pear half a3 moch more us at Whidah's nir can the Eu.
ropeans, concerned in the trade, with any degree of pro.
priety, blame the African Kingy for countepancing ir,
while they contnee to fend veliels, on purpole o u{u in
the laves which gfe thiss folen, and thas they are permit.
ted, uoder the fanftion of natodal laws, to'fell them. o
colonies, K

* Bofinan, page 340, |
1 Note, from the above acconnt of the Indecent and
g manner in which the anbappy Negroes are treated,
- it
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% are fet on one fide; in'the mean whila 4
*¢ burningiiron, with the arms or name of the
*¢ company, lies ‘in the fire; with which ours
“ are marked o' the breatty When we have
““agreed with the owners of the flaves, the

* are returnied to their prifons, where, from'
“ thar time forward, chey are kepe at onr
““’charge, and coflt us two' pence 4 ‘day reach
*Mave, 'which ferves to fobiift them like! ari-
**'miinals on bread and water; fo that'to five
™ charges, 'we fend them: en: board "our:thi

-

it is reafahable for ons unacquninted with Hhele -
to contlude them :ﬁ—: void of Iiut natural mnd':ﬂ_yr,P::F.b.:.
coming a reafepable creandre; bae thofe who have had ine
tercourfe with the Blacks in thefe northern colonies, kmow
that this would be 2 wrong conclufion, for they ate indeed
us fofceptible of modefy and fhame as other people,  Itis
the unparalleled bratality, to which the Earopeans have,
by long cullom, been inured, which urg;rh them, withoue
biufhing, t0aé fo Momefol @ part. Buch ufage is certainly
rictons: to the poor Negross, particalarly the womens
nt they ave flaves, and mul fubmit to this, or any other
abufc:that iy offered them by their crael tafk-mafiers, or
expeil to be inhumanly tormented into acquieftence, Thae
the Blacks are unaccultomed to fuch brutality, appears fram
an inftance mendoned in Afiley's Colleftion, vol. 2. pape
20§, Wiz ** Aran andience which Crffencuve had of tha
*« King of Congo, where he was ufed with a great deal of
e civility by :ﬁ: Blacks, fome flaves were delivered 1o
him. The King obferving Caffencuve (according to the

** caftom of the %umpﬂdﬁﬁ to handle the limbs of the
“ flaves, burflt cuta [aughing, as did che great men about
* him: the faflor alking b immr the occalion of
¢ their mirth, was told 1t proc from his fo nicely
** examining the daves, Neverthelels, the Eing war ja
* gfbamed of ity that be defired bivy for decency's Jake, tods
O3 im a more private mageer?

2 IE:I
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the very ficlt uppnr:unl?; before which,
their mafters ftrip them of all they have on
their backs, fo that they come on board ftark
naked; as well women as men. In which
gondition they are obliged to. continue, if
the mafter of the fhip is not fo charitable
{which he commonly is) as to beftow fome-
thing on them to cover their nakednefs. Six
¢ or feven hundred are fometimes put on board
a veflel, where they lie as clofe together as
it is poffible for them to be crouded.”
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CH A: P XII.

EXTRACTS of feveral Journals of Vayages

to the coalt of Guinea for aves, whereby
the extreme inhumanity of that traffic is de-
feribed,  Melancholy account of a fhip blown
up on that coalt, with a greac number of
Neproes on board. . Infamces of thocking bar-
barity. perpetrated by malters of veflels to-
wards their. laves: “Inguiry why thele fcans
dalous infringements, both of divine and
human laws, are overlooked by the EOVErfie
ment,

HE mifery and bloodthed attendant on
the Mave-trade, are fec forth by the fol-

lowing extracts of two voyages to the coalt of
Guinea for flaves. The firlt is in a veflel from
Liverpool, taken werdatim from the original
manulcript of the Surgeon’s Journal, viz.

ik
L1
[43
L13
€

[ 3
L1
L3
(4

({3

« Seftro, December the agth, 1724. No trade
to-day, though many traders came on board
they inFnrm:E us, that the people are gone
to: war within land, and will bring prifoners
enough in two or three days, in hopes of
which we ftay.”
The zoth. ** No trade yer, but our traders
cameon board ro-day, and informed us the
people had burnt four towns of their ene-
mies, fo that to.morrow we expeét flaves off:
another large (hip is come in. Yefterday
came in a large Londoner,"’
The 31ft, *¢ Fair weather, but no trade yet;
Ha *owa
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# we (ee each night towns burning, but we
¢ hear the Seltro'men are many of them killed
“ by the inland Negroes, fo tifml'. we fear this
e war will be unfuccelsful,”

The 2d of Januvary.' * Laft night we faw
# a prodigious fire break out about eleven
« o'clock, and this morning: fee the town of
e Selbro burne down to the ground ; (it con-
e rpined fome hundreds of -houles) fo thar we
« find their enémies are too hard for them ac
s« prefent, and confequently ‘our trade fpoiled

ﬁtﬂ:; therefore, about feven o'tlock, we
¢ weighed anchor, as did likewife the three
@ nther veffels, wo proceed lower down.™

The fecond relation, alfo teken from the ori-
ginal manufcript Journal of a perfon of credit,.
who went furgeon on the fame trade, in a veflel
from New York, about twenty yeers paft, is as.
follows; oiz. Bl:inrg on-the coaft, the Com=
« mander of the vefiel, aceording to cuftom,.
t fent u perfon on fhore with a prefent to the
« King, acquainting him with his arrival, and.
¢ letting -him know, they wanted a cargo of
e flaves. The King promifed to furnifh them
¢ with the flaves; and, in order to- do ity fet
€ gut to go to war againft his enemies; deflign-
« ing to {urprife fome town, and take all the
« people prifoners.  Some time after, the King:
L Fﬂnt them word, he had not yet met with the
#c defired Miccefs ; having been twice repulfed,
* jn attempting to break up two towns, but
e that he {till hoped o procure a number of
it flaves for themy and in this delign he per-

]

¢ where a batrle was fought, which lafted three

-

-

filted, till he met his-enemies in the field,,

113 dﬂ-}"i,..
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*#_days, during which time the engagement was
& {o bloody, that four thoufangd five hundred
# men were flain on the fpoc.” The perfon
who wrote the account, beheld rhe bodies, as
they lay on the figld of barele, ¢ Think,"” fays
he in his Journal, © what'a pitiable fight it was,
« to, fee the widows:weeping over their Joft
«t hufbands, orphans deplaring the lofs of their
wt frhers, &5 &’ Inthedith vol. of Churchill’s
Colleftion of Voyages, page 219, we'hava the
relation of  a. voysge performed by Captain
Philips, in a hip of 450 tons, along. the coafk
of Guineq, for elephants teeth, gold, and Nes
groc flaves, in:tngtd for Barbadees 5 in which
the fays, that they took: * feven hundred faves
«¢ on board, the men being all put into, irons
4t two by two, fhackled rogecher tosprevent
= their. mutinying ‘or fwimming dfliore.  “That
s the Negroes are fo_loth to Ieave their own
#¢ country, that they often.leapout of the canoe,
#¢ boat, or fthip, into the fea, and keep under
#¢ water till they are drowned, to avoid being
¢ taken up, &nd faved by the boats which purfue
#¢ them."—They had abour twelve Negroeswho
willingly drowned themfelies ; others {tarved
Ihum(ghrea to death.—PHhilips was advifed to cut
off the legs and arms af fome to terrify the reft,
{as other Capraias had done) but this he refuled
to do. From the timeof histakingthe Negroesan
board, to his arrival at Barbadoes, no lefs than
three hundred and twenty died of various difeafes.®

H 3 Reader,

® The following relation is' inferted at the rrqhtfl of the
auther.
That I may contribate all in my power towards the g‘ﬂ'&

S i . . i sy g it
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Reader, ‘bring the matter home to' thy owh
heare, apd confider whether any fitvation’ can
' be

-

of mankind, by infpiring any individeals with a fosblie ah=
horence of that deteftable praftice of trading in our fiellow-
ercatures, ‘and in fome meafure atone for my negleft of duty
&8 o Chriltiap, inpogagingin that wicked traffie, I offer to
their [erious confideration fome few occurrences, of which I
wasan eyeswitnels; that being firock with the wrerched and
affefting fcene, theymay folter that humane principle, which
18 the noble and difinterefted charaBenitic of man, and im=-
prote it to the benefit of cheir children's children,

Aboutthe year 1749, 1 {uled from Liverpool o the coalk
af Guinea. Some time after our arrival, 1was ordered

up the country a confiderable difance,’ upon’ having no-
tice from one of the Negroe Kings, that he had a parcel of
flaves o difpole of. - I received my inftroftions, and went,
carrying with me an sccount of fuch goods as we had on
board, to exchange for the flaves we intended to purchafe,
Tpon b:'mgli introduced, I prefented him with a imall cafe

Eng!ilh pirits, agon; and fome trifles; which having ac-
cepied, and hoving underflood by an interproger what goods
we had,, the next i(wn.'l appainted for viewing the llaves ;
W ad aboat tws hundred confined in one pl.a::. But here
how Thall I relate the nﬁﬂing fight I there: beheld ! How
can I fufciently deferibe the filent Sorrow which appeared
an the' coontenance of the afiifted father, and the Painful
-anguifkiof che tender mother, expefting to be for ever fe-
parated from their tender offapring; the' diftrefled maid,
‘Wringing her hands in Emﬁgt of her futare wreschednefs,
‘nnd the peneral ery of the innocent from & dreadiul appre-
thenfion of the perpetual {lavéry to which they were deamed |
Under a fenfe of my offence to God, in the perfon of i
creatures, I acknowledge I purchafed’eleven, whom' I con-
ditfted tied two and two to the Mip. Being but a fmall
dhip, (nincty ton) we foon purchaled aor eargo, confifting
nf_nm'-_ bondred and !'n':nl:}r flaves, whom thou mayel,
yeader, range in thy view, a they were fhackled two and
twa together, pent up within: the narrow confines of the
main deck, wi Lhtmmpuc;mq,diﬁnﬁ of ficknels, chains,
and
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be more completely ‘miferable; "than  that of
thefe diftrefled captives. . When we refle chat
each individual of this-number had probably
fome: tender attachmenty which :was broken: by
this cruel feparation; fome parent or wife, who
had.not-an opportunity-of imingling ‘tears ina

.parting embrace; perhaps fome infants, -or aged

parents, whom his labour was to feed; and vigi-
lance proteé s themfelves under the moft dread-
ful: apprehenfion :of :an unknown. perpetual fla-
wery 3 confined - within  the narrow limits of a
wellel, where often feveral hundreds lie as clofe
H g ' i g

and contemipt ; deprived of every fond and Wocial tie, and,
in 3 great meafure, reduced to a fate of defperation. We

had not been a formmight at fea, before the fatal confe-

guence of this defpair appeared ; they formed a defign of re-

covering their natural right, LiserTy, by rifing and mur=

desing every man on board; bat the goodnefsof the Al-

miighty rendened their fcheme abortive, and his merey fpared

us ta have time’ to repent.  The plok was difcovered ; the

rinpleader, tied by the two thiumbs over the barricade door,
at fan-rife received o number of lathes: in'this fitoation he
gemained 3]l fun-fet, expofed to! the infulta and barbarity

of the bratal erew of fnilors, with full lesve to exercife their

crucliy at pleafure.  The eonlequence of this was, thatnext

morning tll:e miferable fuiferer was foand dead, Hayed from

the fhoulders to the wait, The next viftim was a yooth,

wha, from too frong a fenfe of his mifery, refufed noorifh-

ment, dnd died -lift:&nrd.cﬂ and onnoticed, il the hogs had

fed on pare of his fleth. Wil not Chriftianity bluth at this
impiods facrilege # May the relation of it ferve to €all back
1he I'I:rl.lggliﬂf pemaing of humanity in the hearts'of thofe,
who, from a love of wealth, partake in any degreeof thisop-
prefive gain ; and have fuch an effect on the mands of the fin-
cere, 41 may be produtiive of peace, the hippy cffet of true
repentanee for palt tranfgreffions, and o refclubion to renounce
all conrexion with it for the time w come,
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as poffible. ' Undér thefe agpravated diftreTes,
they are often reduced.toa ftate of delpdir, in
which many have been frtglm-mlf killed, ‘and
fome deliberately purtodeath under the greatefk
torture, .when  they have ateempted to rife, in
ardertofree themielves from prefent mifery, and
the flavery defigned them, + Many accounrs of
this nature might: be mentioned s indeed from
the vaft number of veffels employed in the trade,
-and the repeated relations lin the public prints
. of Negroes rifingion:board the vefiels from Gui-
nea, it is more than probable; thac many fisch
inftances occur every.yedr, I fhall only mention
ane example of this kind, by which the reader
- may judge of thereft; itisin Aftley’s Collection,
vol. 2.:page 449, related by John Atkins, fur-
on on board Admiral Ogle’s fquadron; of one

* Harding, mafter of a veflél in which fevera]
* of the men-flaves and women-flaves attempt-
¥ ed torife ip.order to recover their liberey ;
% fome of ‘whom the mafter, of hisawn autho-
¥ 1ity, fentenced to 'cruel deach, making them
** hrlt.eat the heart and liver of one of thofe hie
“ had killed, The women he hoifted by - the
* thumbs, whipped, and Nlathed with knives be.
¢ fore the other flaves, till fhe died®,™ " A= da-

teftable

+ Sece the 1'1.;'; eadix,

* A memorable inftance of fome of the dreadful effefls of
the lave-trade; happencd sbour five years pafl, on a fhip
from this pors, then at anchor about thiree miles from ihare,
near Acra Fort, on the coalt of Ggined. They had par-
ghaled between four and five hundred MNegroes, and were
peady to [zl for the Welt-Indies, Icis cuftomary on bpard
shole yeifels, o keep the men Mackled two by two, each by
ong
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teftable and fhacking as this may appear to fuch
wihofe hearts arenor yet hardened ' by the prac-
tice of that cruelty, which the love of wealth by
degrees ‘introcdoceth linto the ihuman mind, ic

" will not be ftrange to thofe who have been con-

cerned oremployeéd in the rade. .
Now here arifes a neceffary query to thofe ho
hold the balapce:of juftice, and who muft be ac-

! ] It countable

ont Jeg to 2 finall Tron bar; thefe are every: day bronght on
the deck for the benefitaof the air g and leftthey Boold 2t-
temptitn pecover their Ereedom,  they are made fill to two
comman chains, which are exrended cach fide the main deck §
the waomen and children are logfe. ‘Thiswas the imationof
the flaves on board this vedfel, when 1t took fire by meins of
a-perfon who' wai drawing {pirits. by'thedight of & lampg
the ealk hurbing, the fire fprend with o much vialence, that
in about ten’ minutes, the failors, apprehending it impo/E-
ble to t.i!ti.ngu.i:l]t it before it could redeh a large r[u:ml.‘il::'r of
powder they had on beard, coneluded it necellary o caft
themielves into the fea, aitheonly chance'of fiving their
lives 3 and frfl thg:,r nmln:t.t‘uu:rzdl:.ulirauﬁ: the chainy by witieh
the Negroe men were faftened on the deele; botin the con-
fufion the keybeing mifling, they hid hut jull tdme do.loole
ope of the chains by, wrenching. the faple s when the vehes
mence of the fire foinereafed, thae they all butone man jomp-
cd over board, when immediaeely the fire having gained the
wier, the vellel blew op with all the flaves who remained
faflened 1o the ape chain, and fuch others a3 had not follow--
ed the fmlors examples.  There happened to be three Por=
tupnezs veliels in fight, who, with others from the [hore,
putting oot their boats, took up abouttwao kundred and ffty
of thote poar fouls who remained alive; of which numbery
abour fifey died on fhore, being muﬂ'.lr of thele- who were
fettered tope ther h].' iran fhackles, which, as ll.LuT_]IJmF:d
into the fen, had hroken [ilti.r]l.‘_g:l, and thede fraftures bean
inflapied by o lang a fAropple dn the fea, probably mortil-
» which occafioned the death of every one tharwas fo
wounded. The two hundred remaining alive, wese foon
d.i!]:uf:d of, for sceonnt of the owners, to other purchalers.,
Witciau FemTUM:
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countable to God for the ufe they have made of
it, That as the principles: on which the Britith
conftitution is'founded; are fo favourable to the
common rights of mankind, how it has happened .
that the laws which countenance this iniquitous
traffic, have obtained the fan@&ion of the L]egiﬂaa
ture ? and that the executive part of government
fhould fo Jong thut their ears tocontinual re-
ports of the barbarities perpetrated againft thefe
unhappy people, and leave the trading fubjects
at liberty to trample on the moft precious rights
.of others, even without a rebuke ¢ Why are the
-mafters of velfels thus fuffered: 1o be the fove-
‘reign arbiters of the lives of the miferable Ne-
groes, and allowed with impunity thus ro def-
troy (may 1 not properly fay, o murder ) theirfel-
Jdow-creatures 5 and that by means fo/cruel, as
cannot be even related bue with fhame and hor-
“ror?
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USAGE of the Negroes, when they arrive in
the Weft Indics.  An hundred thoufand Ne-
roes brought from Guinea every year to the
?“.ng]ifh colonies. The nuomber of Negroes
who die in the paffage and feafoning. Thele
are; ‘properly fpeaking, murdered by the ‘pro-
fecution -of this infamous traffic. Remarks
on its dreadful offeits and . fendengy.

HEN the veffels arrive at their deftined

ort in the colonies, the poor Negroes

are to be difpofed of to the planters ; and here
they are again expofed naked, without any dif-
tinétion of fexes, to the brutal examination of
their purchafers; and this, it may well bejudg-
ed. is, to many, another occafion of deep dif-
erels. Add to this, that near connexions mult
now again be feparated, to go with theic feveral
purchafers ; ‘this muft be’ decply affefting to all,
but fuch whofe hearts are feared by the loye of
ain.  Mothers are feen; hanging over their
ﬁnughters. bedewing their naked breafts with
tears, and daughters clinging to their parents,
not knowing whar new ffage of diftrels muik fol-
low their feparation, or whether they fhall ever
meer again. fnd here whac fympathy, whae
commileration, do they meet with? Why, in-
deed, if they will not {eparate as readily as their

owners think proper, the whipper is called for,
and
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and the lafh exercifed upon their naked bodics,
till obliged to part. Can any human heart,
which has not become callous by the prattice of
firch cruelties, be uncencerned, even ar the re-
lation of fuch grievous affliction, to which this
opprefied parc of our ipecies are fubjedted.
na book, printedin Liverpool, called 72e
Liverpasl Memoranduw, which contains, amongift
otherthings, an. account of the trade. of that
port, there isan exa lift of che vellels employ-
ed in the Guinea trade, and of the number
of flaves imported in each velfe] 3. by which ir
appears that in the year 1753, the number im-
ortedto America by one huindred and one vel.
E:Is belonging to that port, amounted to up-
wards of thirty thoufand ; and from the number
of vellels employed by the African company in
London and Briftol, wemay, with fome degree
of cerainty, conclode, there dre one hundred
thoufand Negroes' purchafed and brought on
board our fhips yearly from the coaft of Africa,
This is confirmed in Anderfon's Hiftory of Trade
and Commerce, lately printed ; where i is faid,
® That England fupplies her American colo-
** ‘nies with Negroe flaves, amounting in number
** to about one hundred thoufand every year.”
When the vefitls are full freighted with aves,
they fail for our plantations in América, and may
be two or three months in the voyage ; during
which time, from the filth and ftench that js
among them, diltempers frequencly break ]OLr[,
which

* Appendiz'to Anderfon's Hillery, page 68,
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which carry off commonly a fifth, a fourth, yes
fometimes a third or more of them: {o thae taking
all the flaves together, that are brought on board
our fhips yearly, one may reafonably fuppefe thae
at lealt ten thoufand of them die on the voyage.
And in a printed account of the {tate of the Ne-
eroes in our plantations, it is fuppofed that a
fourth ‘part, more or lefs, die at the different
ilends, in what is called the feafoning.  Hence
it may be prefumed, that ata mederate com-
putation of the flaves who arc purchafed by our
African merchants in a year, near thirty thou=
fand die updn the voyage, andin the feafoning.
Add to this, the prodigious number who are
killed in the incurfions and inteftine wars, by
which the Negroes procure the number of laves
wanted to load the veflels. How dreadful then
is this fave-trade, whereby fo many thoulands
of our fellow creatures; free by narure, endued
with the fame rational faculties, and ealled to be
heirs of the fame falvation with vs, lofe rheir
lives, and are, cruly and properly fpeaking, mur-
dered évery year! for itis not necellary, in order
to convitt a man of murder, to make it appear
that he had an intention to commit murder. Who=
ever does, by unjult force or violence, deprive
another of his liberty, and, while he hath him
in his power, continues fo to opprels him by
cruel treatment, as eventually to occalion his
death, is aftually guiley of murder. Itisenough
to make a thoughtful ‘perfon tremble, to think
what a load of guilt lies upon our nation on this.
account; and that the blood of thoufinds of
poor innocent creatures, murdered every yeap
1n the profecution of this wicked trade, cri-:ds
alou
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alotid to Heaven for vengeance, ' Were we ta:
hear or read of a nation that deftroyed every year,
in fomie other way, as many human creatures as
perifh in this rrade, we (Hould certainly confider
them as a very bloody, barbarous people. Ific
be alledged, that the legiNacure hach encourag-
ed, and ftill do encourage this trades it is a0
fwered, that no legifiature on earth can alter the
nature of things, fo as to make thar to be right
which is contrary to the law of God (the fupreme
Legiflature and Governor of the world) and op-
poleth the promulgation of the Golpel of peace
on carth, and good-will to man, Injutice may be
methodized and eftablifhed by law, buc fill it
will be injuftice, as much as it was before;
though ic being fo eftablifhed may render men
more infenfible of the guilt, ‘and more bold and
fecure in the perpetration of it
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OBSERVATIONS on the difpofition and capa-
city of the Negroes: Why thought inferior
to that of the Whites. Affecting inltances of
the flavery of the Negroes. Reflections thefeon.

OUBTS may arife in the minds of fome,
D whether the foregoing accounts, relatin
to the natural ‘capacity :‘mf good difpofition u%"
the inhabirants of Guinea, and of the violen
manner in which they are faid to be torn fron
their native land, are to bé depended upon; 2
thofe Negroes who are brought to us, dre no
heard to complain, agd do' but feldom mani-
feft fuch adocility and quicknels of parts, as iz
agreeable thereto. Bur thofe who make thefe ob-
jections, are defired to note the mnni- dilcou-
ragements the poor Africans labour under, when
brought from their native land. Let them eon-
fider, that thofe aflifted ftrangers, though in an
enlightened Chriflian country, have yet but littdle
opportunity or encouragement to exert and im-
prove their natural talents: They are conftantly
employed in fervile labour; and the abjeét con-
dition in which we fee them, natvrally raifes an
idea of a fuperiority in ourfelves; whence we
are apt to look upon them as an ignorant and
contemptible part of mankind. Add to this,
that they meer with very little encouragement of
freely converfing with fuch of the Whites, as
might
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mi{gh: impart inftris@tion to them. It is 1 fands
nefs for wealth, for authority, or honour, which
rompts moft men in their endeavours to excell 3
ut thele motives can have Jietle influence u on
the minds of the Negroes; few of them having
any reafonable profpeét of any other than a ftare
of flavery's fo char, though their natural cas
pacitics were ever fo good, they have neither
indugement or opportunity to exerr them to ad-
vantage. This naturally tends to deptefs their
minds, and fink their fpirice into habits of idje-
nefs and floth, which they would, in all likeli.
hood, have been free from, had they ftood upon
an equal footing with the white ople. They
are fuffered, with impunity, to mE-:bj: together,
without being married; and to part, when fo-
lemaly engaged to one another as man and wife ;
notwithftanding the moral ang religious laws of
the land, ftrictly prohibiting fuch practices.
This naturally tends 1o Beget apprehenfions in
the moft thoughtful of thofe peaple, that we look
upon them as a lower race, not worthy of the
fame care, nor liable to the fame rewards and
punifhments as ourfelves.  Neverthelefs i may
with truth be fiid, thae both amon it chofe who
haye obrained their freedom, and thofe who re-
main in fervitude, fome haye manifefted a ftrong
fs a.c_Ir.E and an exemplary uprightnefs: of heatr.
If this hach not been geaerally the cafe with them:
15 it a matter of furprize } Have we not reafon to
make che fame complaint o many white fer-
vants, when difcharged from our fervice, though
many of them have had much greater opportu-
nities of knowledge and.improvement than the
blacks ; who, even when free, labour, undc; the
. ame
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fame difficulties as before : having but little ae-
eefs to, and intercourfe with, the moft repurable
white people, they remain confined withintheir
former limitsof converfation.  And if they fel-
dom complain of the unjult and croel ufage they
have received, in being forced from their native
country, 8ce, it is not to be wondered ‘at; ic
being a confiderable time after cheir arrival
amengft us, before they can fpeak our language;
and, by rhe time they are able to exprefs them-
felves, they have greae realon to believe, that
little or no notice wonld be taken of their com-
plaints: yer let any perfon inquire of thofe who
are capable of reflettion,  before they were
brought from their native land, and he will hear
fuch affefting relations, as, if not loft ta the
common feelings of humanioy, will fenfibly affeft
his hearg.  The cafe of a poor Negroe, not long
fince brought from Guines, is 2 recent inftance
of thiskind. From his firlt arrival, he appeared
thoughtful and dejected, frequently droppin
tears when taking notice of his mafter's child=
ren, the caufe of which was not known till he
was able to fpeak Englifh, when the account he
gave of himfelfwas, # That he had' a wife and
*t-children in his own ecuntry; that fome of thefe
‘¢ being fick and thirfty, he went in the night
% time to fecehwater ‘ac adpring, where he was
“ violently feized and carried away by perfons
¢ wholay in wait to catch men, from whence he
& was' rranfported 1o America.” “The remem-
& brance ﬁ;his family; {riends, and other'con-
¢ nexions, left behind, which he never expected
“ to fée any more, were the principal ‘caufe of
< his dejeftion and’ grief.’™' Many cafes, equally
' I affecting,
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affeting; might be here mentioned s but one
more inltance, which fell under the notice of 3
perfon of credit, will fuffice, One of thele
wretched creatures, then abou fifty years of age,
informed him, ¢ That being violently torn from
¢ awife and feveral children in Guinea, he was
 fold in Jamaica, where never cxpedting to fee
<¢ his native land or family anymore, he joined
*¢ himfelf to a Negroe woman, by whom he had
“ two children : afeer fome years, it fuiting the
£ interelt of his owner to remove him, he was
*¢ feparated from his fecond wife and children,
*f and brought to South Caralina, where expedt-
*¢ ing tofpend the remainder of his days, he en-
* gaged with a third wife, by whom he had an-
‘¢ other. child; but here the fame confequence
“ of one man being fubjeft to the will and
‘¢ pleafure of another man occurning, he was
“ feparated from this laft wife and child,
% and brought into this country, wherehe re-
* mained a flave,” Can any, whofe mind js
not rendered quite obdurate by the love of
wealth, hear thefe relarions, without bein
deeply touched with fympathy and forrow # And
dou%tlefs the cafe of many, very many of thele
afflicted people, upon inquiry, would be found
to be attended with circumitances cqually tra-
ical and aggravating, And ifwe inquirg of thofe
egroes, who werc%mu ht away from their na-

tive. country when children, we fhall find molt
of them ro have been ftolen away, when abroad
from their parents on the roads, in' the wonds,
or watching their corn-fields. . Now, you, thac
have ftudied the book of confeience, and you
that arej learned in the law, what will you fay tjr:
fue

Hlﬂ':"__,_.ﬁl-
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fuch deplorable cafes? When, and how, have thele
oppreffed people forfeited their liberty ? Does
not juftice loudly call for its being reftored to

. them ? Have they not the fame right to demand
it, as any of us fhould have, if we had been vio-
lently fnatched by pirates fram our native land?
15 it’ not the duty: of every difpenfer of juitice,
who is not forgetful of his own humanity, to re-
member that thefe are men, and to declare them
free ? Where inftances of fuch cruelty frequently
occur, and are neither inguired into, nor re-
dreffed, by thofe whole duty it is, fo feek fudy-
sment, and reliene the ﬂﬁpﬂﬂfd. Ifaiah 2. 17. what
<an be expeéted, but thar the groans and cries of
thele Tufferers will rexch Heaven, and whae (hall
we do when God rifeth up ¢ And when be vifiteth,
what will ye anfwer him 2 Didwot be that made
ghem, make s gnd did not gme fafbion s dn the
omb? Job xxxi. 14

]2 CHAP.
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CHAP. xv’

THE ':r‘i:tdimcy of a general freedam being
granted o the Negroes: confidered, Reafous
why it might be produétive of advantage and
Safety do the Golonies, .

T is fcarce to be doubted, but that the fore-

%uing aceounts will' begret in the hearts of the
confiderate readers an earneft defire to fre 4 ftop
put ro this complicated evil ;' bur the obicstion
with many is, ‘What fhall be done wit thofe
Negroes already imported, and born in our
families? Muft they be fent to Africa? That
would be to expol them, in a ftrange land, ro
greater difficulties than many of them labour
under at prefent, To fet them fuddenly free
here, would be perhaps atcended with no lefs
difficulty; for, undifciplined as they are in re-
ligion and virtue, they might give a loofe to
their evil habirs, which the fear of a mafter
would have reftrained, Thefe are objeétions,
which weigh with many well difpofed” peaple,
and it muft be granted, thefe are difficulties in
the way; nor can any general change be made, or
reformation effefted, withour fome; bur the
difficulties are not fo grear but thac they may be
furmounted.  If the government was {o confi-
derace ‘of the iniquity and danger attending on
this praftice, as to be willing 1o feek a remedy,

doubtlefs the Almighty would blefs this good

intention,
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intention; -and fuch methods would be thoughe
of, as.would not enly put'an end to the unjuft
oppreffion of the Negroes, but might bring them
under regulations, that would enable them to
become proficable members of focictyy for the
furtherance of which the following propofals are
offered for tonlideration : That all further im-
portation of (laves be abfolutely prohibired ; and
as to thofe born among us, after ferffing fo long
s may appear o be equitable, lec them by law
be'declared free.. Let every one, thus fer free,
bie earelled in‘the county courts, and be oblized
to’ be a relident, duringa certain number of
years, ‘within the faid county, under.the care of;
the overfeers of the poor. Thus being, in fome
fort, ftill undenthe direion of governors, and
the notice of thole who were formerly acquainted
with them, they would be obliged to aft the
more circum(peétly, and make proper ufe of
their liberty, and their children would have an
opportunity of obtaining fuch inftruétions, as
are neocffary o the common occafions of life;
and thus both parents and children mighe gra-
dually become ufeful members of the communi-
ty. And further, where the nature of the coun-
try would perniit, ‘as certainly the uncultivated
condition of our fouthern and moft weltern co-
lonies ealily would, fuppofe a fmall tratt of land
were afligned to every Negroe family, and they
obliged to live upon and improve ir, {when not
hired out to work for the white people) thi
would encourage them to exert their nhili:i:i
and become induftricus fubjets, Hence, both
planters and tradefmen would be plentifully fup-
plicd with chearful and willing-minded labour~
L'z crs,

EEE————
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ers, much vacant land would be ‘cultivated;  the
produce of the country be jultly increafed, the.
taxes for the fupport of government leficnicd o,
the individuals, by the increale of taxables, and,
the Negroes, inficad of being an objedt of ters

rort, as they certainly mufk be to the government

where their numbersiare. great, would become

interelted in cheir fafery. and welfare,

+ The bard wfage the Negroos meetwith in the planeati-
ons, and the great difproportion between them and. the
white people, will alivays be a jull caufe of terror,  In Jam..
aien, and fome parts o South-Ciroling, it'is fappafed thak
there are E[umﬂ

licks to ane white,
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CH A& P. XVL

ANSWER to a miftaken opinion, that the
warmth of the climate in the Welk Indies, will
not permit the white people 1o labour there.
No complaint of difability in che whites, in
that refpeft, in the fertlement of che iflands.
Idlenels and difeales prevailed, as the ule of
{laves increafed. The great advantage which
might accrue to the Britith nation, if the flave
trade was entirely laid afide, 4nd a fair and
friendly commerce eftablilhed’ through the
whole coaft of Africa.

T is frequently offered as an argument, in
I vindication of the vule of Negroe {laves, that
the warmth of the climate in the Welt Indies
will not permit white people to labour in the culs
ture of the land 3 but upon an acquaintance with
the nature of the climate, and its effects upon fuch
labouring white people, as are prudent and
moderate in labour, and the ufe of (pirituous
liquors, this will be found to be a miftaken opi=
nion. | Thofe ilamds were, ac firlt, wholly cul=
tivated by white men; ‘the :ncuu:a%mm’n: they
then met with, for a long courfe of years, was
fuch as occafioned a great increafe of people;
Richard Ligon, in his Hiftory of Barbadoes,
wihere he refided from the year 1647 to 1650,
about 24 years after the firft fettlement, writes,
% that there were then fifty thoufand fouls on

4 ¢t thag
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¢ that ifland, befides Negroes; and that thougf
*¢ the weather was very hor, yet not fo fealding
¢ but that fervants, Both Chriftians and flaves,
* laboured ten hours a day," By other accaunts
we gather, that the white people have fince de—
crealed to lefs than one haﬂ?t:: ¢ number which
was there at that time ; and by relations of the
firlt fertlements of the other. iflands, we do not
meet with any complaints of unfithels in the
white people for labour there, before laves were
intréduced, . The iflind of Hifpaniola, which
15 one of the largeft of thofe Mlands, was ar firft
planted by the Buccaneers, afer of hardy Iabori-
ous men, who continved o for a lan courfe of
ears; till fellowing the example of :Ec'tr neigh-
goura, in the purchafe and ufe of Negroe flaves,
idlenels and excefs revailing, debility and difeafe
naturally fucceeded, and have ever fince conriny.
ed. 1If, under proper regulations, liberty was
roclaimed chrough the colonies, ‘the Negroes,
fomn dangerous, grudging, half-fed Naves, might
become able, willing-minded labourers, And
if there was not a fufficient number of thofe.to
do the neceffary work, a competent number of
labouring peaple might be procured from Euro g,
which affords numbers of poor diftreffed obj Egs,
who, if not overworked, wich proper’ 'ufage,
mighe, ‘in feveral refpects, bertér anfwer every
purpole in performing the neceflary labour

in the iflands, than the Naves now do,

A farther confiderable advans might accrue
to the Britith nation in general, if the flave rrade
was laid afide, by the cultivation of a fair friend.
ly, and humane ‘commierce with the Africans;
without which, it is not pofiible the inland :rad}:__

[
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of that country fhould ever be extended te
the degree it is capable of ;. for while the fpint
of butchery and making flaves of each other, is
promoted by the Europeans amongit the Ne-
groes, no mutual confidence can . take place ;
nor will the Evropeans be able to travel with
fafety into the heart of their country, to form
and cement fuch commercial friendfhips and al-
liances, as might be neceffary to introduce the
arts and {ciences amongft themn, and engage their
attention to inftruction in the principles of the
Chriltian religion, which is the only fure founda-
tion of every focial virtue. Africa has about ten
thoufand miles of fea coalt, and extends in depth
near three thoufand miles from ealt to weft, and
as much from nerth to fouth, Rored with vaff
treafures of materials, necelfary for the rrade
and manufaftures of Great-Britain; and from its
climate, and the fruitfulnefs of its foil, capable,
under proper management, of producing, in the
greatelt plenty, moft of the commodities which
are_imported into Europe from cthofe parts of
America fubjeét to the Englith %uvcmmmth
and as, in return, they would take our manu-
faltures, the advantages of this trade would foon
become fo great, that it is evident this fubject
merits the regard and’atcention of the govern-
ment, -

t Seencte, pagegi.
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APPENDIX

QUERIES propoled, in the Univerfal Diftio-
nary of Trade and Commerce, by Mavacay
PosteeTawarr, who was & Member of the
African Committee.

I. Whether fo extenfive and populous a coun-
try as Africa is, will not admit of a far more
extenlive and profitable wrade w Greac Brirain,
than it yet ever has done ?

1L Whether the people of this country, not-
withitanding their colour, are not capable of
being civilized, aswell as great numbers of the
Indians in America and Afia have been? and
whether the- primitive inhabitants of all ‘count
tries, fo far as we have been able to rrace them,
were not once as favage and inhumanized as the
Negroes of Africa? and whether the ancient
Britons themlelves, of this our own councry,
were nat once upon alevel with the Afficans?

1I1. Whether, ‘therefore, there is nor a pro-
bability that this people might, in' rime, by
proper mnqaﬁcment in the Europeans, become
as wife, as induftrious, as ingenious, and as hu-
mane, as the people of any other country has
done? -

1V. Whether their rational facultics are not,
in the general, equal to thofe of any other of
the human fpecies; and whether they are nor,
from experience, as capable of mechanical and
m:.nu['uﬁguml arts and crades, as even che bulk
of the Europeans

" V. Whether
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V. Whether it would not be moreto the in-
terelt of all the Européan  hations concerned in
the trade to -;"Jn“r'tr.:a}J rather to'endeavour o enl-
tivatca friendly, humane; and 'civilized” cams
merce with'thole people; ‘into the very centerof
ehiéir’ extentded ‘connrry,’ than to' content Themh-
felves ‘only ‘with' fkimming a trifling ‘portion'op
trade upon the fea coaft of Africa? sy

VL. Whether the greatelt -hindrance and ob-
ftruétion to'the Europeans eultivating a2 humane
and Chriltian-like commerce ‘with' thofe  popus
lous cbuntriés, fias' not wholly p'm:t:rdmr from
that unjull; inhdmane; “and unchriftianslike trafe
fie; called ke’ Slatle Trade, 'which is'carried an
by therEuropeans ? «

VII. Wherher this trade; and this only, was
ndt 'the primary caufe, and fill continves to be
the chief eaule, 'of “thofe etefral and’ incefanc
broils,: quarrels, and “animofities, which fubfifk
between the Negroe princes and chiefs; ‘and
confequently chofe etérnal wars: which fubB(E
among - them; ‘and which ‘they are indoced 'in
carry on, in order to make prifoners of one an-
other, for the fake of the Slave Trade?

VIII. Whether; if trade was carried on with
thern for a - feries of years, as it has been with
moft other favage' countries, and the Europeans
gave no encouragement whatever to the Slave
Trade, thofe cruel wars among the blacks would
not ceale, and 2 fair and honourable commerce
in time take place throughout the whole coun-
try ;

IX. Whether the example of the Dutch, in
the Eaft Indies, who have civilized innumerable
of the natives, and brought them to the Furo-

pean
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|¥_EII.I.'I. way of cloathing, &c. dots.notgive reas
onable hopes thae thefe fugacltions . dre nos-
vifionary, but foupded on expericnge, ds well:
as on humane and Chril'l:i:.n—lign pringiples ?

X.. Whether commerce in- general has not.
proved the greac means of civilizing all nations;
even the mofk favage and brusal; and why.not
the Africans?- ! welt 1

XI. Whether the territories of thole Europear
nations, thac are interefted in the. colonies and
plantations in America, are.not populo usenough,:.
or may not be rendered fo, by proper encourage-
ment given to matrimony, .and to the breed: of
foundling infants, to fupply their refpetive cos
lonies. with labourers, in the place of Negroe
flaves ? e W o

XII. Whether the Britifh dominions in.genes
ral have not an_extent of territory fufficient to
increale - and . muld ly.- their  inhabitants ; - and
whether it is not their own faule that they do
not increafe. them fufficiently to fupply. their
colonies and’ planrations with: whites anltead of
blacks ¢ 2l

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Harry Gandy
of Briftol, formerly a Captain in the Afri-
can Trade, to William Dillwyn of Wal-
thamftow, dated 26th of 7th Month 1783,

T wrote thee a few lines the 8th, in reply
to thine'of the (3d inftant, intending to anfwer
thy poftlcripe,” concerning the African Trade,
another opportunity. Since then [ have care-
fully peruled Anthony Benezet's Tralls on that
fubjedt : whillt reading them, 1felr fuch ‘reflec=
tions arife as T never experienced before, doube-
lefs owing to my rl:!lh'l:"ltl‘]}l' hring lefs convinced
of the iniquity of fech a rraffic than [ am. now.
His' Treatifes appear tor me incontrovertible,
and,_fupported by good ‘authority. Whoever
reads them, a@nd remains infenfible of the' unpa-
ralleled inju[t:lfzf of fuch a trade, muft rgqu:ira
fomething more than proofs and arguments 1o
break the callous membrane of his’ obdurate
heart. Though the love of gain has been the
only incentive to ir, and exdmple, suthorifed
by human laws; has infenfibly led many to en-
gage in ‘it, yer, on fuch firong fuggeftions of
its injuitice’and lamentable effects, many, Lrrufl,
who, like mylelf, ‘once approved, would nor
only inftancly decline ir, but earneftly contribure
their endeavours to abolifh i, and fubftiture in
its ftead, a commercial cnrr:l’Eondtm;c with the
Africans, by an exchange of commodities on
{ocial and friendly principles; -which I conceive
may be done o grear murtual advantage. « Be-
fore T had arcentively resperuled the abgve-men-
tioned cracts, I thoughe (as 1 binted in my laik

lenter)
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fetter) I had fomething to communicate that
might throw a little light on chis interefting fub-
Je€ty but ‘the many correét defcriptions of the
coaft, and interior parts of Africa, its fertility
and produce, as well as of the genius, temper,
and difpofition of the inhabitants, contained in
them, have induced me to think fo contempti-
bly of what I had to offer, that I'am now almoft
afhamed to mention it. 1 fhall therefore re-
duoce what | had in view to the few following

remarks and occurrences.
Strongly prepofieffed with a roving difpofition
when very young, 1 embraced the firft opportu-
nity thar prefented of going to fea from ths city,
and foon afterwards was perfuaded, for the fake
of better wages, .to go to London, where I thip-
ped myfelf on board a fmall fnow, belonging
to the African Company, John Bruce Com-
minder, Bound to the river Gambia; about 200
‘miles up that river we got our cargo, confifting
of 190 flaves, whereof upwards of 100 were
remarkably ftout men, fhackled and handeuffed
two and two together.  They mefled, as ufual,
twice a day on deck ; at which times we always
ftood to arms, pointed through the barricado,
as well to deter as fopprefs an infurreétion, if
attemipted. Nowwithftanding this precaution, it
fo fell our, foon after our leaving the coaft, that
Afome of the men flaves privately loofed their
manacles, and rofe at noon-day; and although
our people immediately difcharged their lpaded
muikets among them, yet they quickly broke
open the barricado door, forced the cutlals from
the centry, and after a few minutes contelt with
our people, clesred the quarter-deck of them,
who
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who retreated as they could ug the fhrouds into
the tops. During this conHift, 1.was Titting
quire abaft, on one of the ftern hen-coops, thift-
ing my cloaths: the fight alarmed me excecd-
ingly, fothat I knew not what to do; nor where
to go; to advance was ecrtain death, and o
retreat feemed impoffible. - In this dilemma I
lIooked over the ltern, if haply I might fec a
rope fit to fulpend me chere our of their fight ;
for cither they had not yer feen me, orif they
had, did not think me worth their notice = how-
ever, by rhis means I faw the cabin windows
were open,  and ammediately: going. thac way
into it, told. Caprain Bruce, who was then ex-
tremely ill in bed, that the Negroes had. driven
the people all aloft, and ralken the veflel. On
this {urprizing news, the Caprain got up, weak
as he was, and went with me to a loaded arm-
cheft in the fteerage, where alfo lay one of our
men very ill: he likewile gor up, and with the
Caprain and myfelf rook, each of us, a loaded
piece, firlt removing the ladder to prevent the
Negroes coming down. By this time they had
furrounded the companion, and being fupplied
with billets of wood out of the hold, g}r the
way of the main deck, they threw them down
ar us, As opportunity. permicted. | On the other
hand, we three in the ficerage fired at them, as
often as we could, from loaded pieces raken out
of the arm-chelt. By chis means, often repeat-
ed, many foon lay dead abour the companion ;
and thofe who happened: to be fettered with
them,, not being able 1o gec away, of courfe
fhared the fame. fate: this at length fo intmi-
dated the reft; thar they quitted the quarter-

deck,

T sof IR e
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deck, which we direftly mounted, and being
joined by the reft of our company from aloft,
the Captain ordered us to fire a volley among
the thickeft of the Negroes, on which the fur-

vivors fled and concealed themfelves as the

could. As foon as this bloody piece of bu

“nefs was over, a no lefs rlr:z:lfuf cene enfued s
the Captain having ordered every wounded flave
to be brought on deck, direfted the Doftor to
examine the wounds, and wherever he pro-
niounced a cure improbable, the poor wounded
creature was ordered to jump into the fea, which
many of them' did with'all {eeming chearfulnefs,
and were drowned; fome only defiring to take
leave of thofe they were to be thus parred from,
and then allo plunging into the water without
the leaft apparent reluctance. This deliberate
clofe of 'Lfl: horrid -bufinefs appeared to me,
young and thoughtlels as I was, more fhocking
than the former part of it. Another piece of
cruelty committed on board that fnow, 1 may
alfo mention, though out of the order of time,
a3 it happened fome time before the infurreétion
which | have related. 'One of the men flaves
being {ulpeéted of exciting others to rebe], was
therefore feparated from his companion ; and
being fhackled and hand-coffed fingly, his fece
were made falt to the ring boft, and the berfon
tackle hooked in the bolt of his hand-cuffs:
with that purchafe, he was fo ftrecched in a per.
endicular pofture, as nearly to diflocate every
joint; and in this inhuman manner, expofed
raked to all the Thip’s crew, each 6f whom was
ar liberty to fcourge him as they pleafed nor
wits he taken down 1ill he was almoft dead, Em!
then
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then was thrown overboard. - The confequence
of fuch mifcondutt,: and:-of ithe infurrection, wis
that, ‘of the rgoflaves brought from ! the coaft,
only go arrived in Barbadoesi idhis 1 think
was in'the yeaprpyey 20 29vs ww s : 3
My next voyage to the coaft of Africa was
from the Welt<Indies, .in 1757, on boatd a brig
I-then " commanded, (to the river Gambia, and
from thence:to Goree; DeLofs Iflands, Sierray
1800, &c. On my rewarm, Towas particularly
careful to treat the flaves with all poflible ten-
dernels, as well ‘from fuch a propenfity in my-
felf; ‘a5 to give them a favourable opinion of us
who'were made inftrumental to their captivity.
And although many of them dicd- by diforders
incident. to fuch elofe confinement;: I only loft
two of them by other means; which happened
thus:—Oneé night when at {ea, an attempr was
made by fome of the men flaves. to. gee their
irons off; being informed of it, I ordered an
officer down to examine them, with direétions,
if he found any loofe, to fEnd them on deck.
Accordingly two ftout men, who had got the
fetters' off their feet, were fent'up with their
hand-cuffs on. Thefe I ordéred o the other
fide of the deck,;  until furcher fearch -was made
below, intending onlyto fecure them: fo/as to
prevent fuch anatcempt in futore; bukin.a few
minutes afterwards, to my great.furprize; they
plungedinto the fea together; andwere drown-
ed, notwithftanding ail poffible means were ufed
to e them. , -3 :
My third and Jaft voyage:to A frica; was allo
from the Welt-Indiesy/an 1762, 1in acinow,- of
which I'was mafter, bat hothing more magerial
otturfed during it than chat aswlyal, 1 lalk
many of the poor {laves throngh fickngfs,
K In
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In thefe two laft voyages, many months being
4pent on the coaft, | frequent opportunities
of going into the country, and once went fur-
ther up one of the branches of Sierraleon River,
than [ believe was ever before done by any Eu-
ropean. From that excurfion, and what [ have
oblerved in other pares, [ am fully convinced
of the peculiar richnefs of the foil, the great
civility of its interior inhabitants, and their ex-
emplary modefty and innocency; inftances
whereof I faw with pleafure and admiration,

A [ix and twenty years refidence in the Weft-
Indies gave me a full opportunity of knowing
the crueltiesexereifed there an the Naves, having
in the way of trade frequented almoft all the
En‘f!ifh iflands, and fome of the Dutch, French,
and Spanith. I can therefore confidently af-
firm, that the accounts. given by Anthony Be-
nezet, and other writers quoted by him, are by
no means exaggerated, but rather thore of what
I have many times feen with horror and deep
concern. I do not remember his mentioning
any cthing of examination by torture, which is
commonly made by thumb-ferews, and lighted
matches fecured berween the fingers, which oe-
cafions {uch exquifite pain, that many I belicve
have been thereby induced to accule themfelves
fallely, and fo {uffered death in preference to
the continuance of fuch extreme anguith.. Pre-
vious to execution, in {ome parts,  thei con-
demned criminal is frequently carried ona fledge
about the town, and at every public place burnt
in the arm with a hot pair.of crooked iron tongs,
formed to the thape of the arm; and fo to ﬁls:
place of execution, where he is cither broke on
the wheel, or his hands, feet, or head chopped
off, accarding to the naturc of the oFence. For

trivial
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trivial erimes, fuch as being abfent from muf-
ter, petry thefe, thoreidelertion, or che like,
the flave committing if is obliged to lie flar,
with his belly on the ground, and naked; and
if he offers to ftir, he 1s [o ftaked down that he
cannot move,  While in this extended pofture,
the executioner, [tanding at a conliderable dif-
tance, and having a whip with a long lifh, made
of hide remarkably twitted and knorted, gives
the offender as many (trokes as he i5 fuppofed
to deferve, and fomenimes o feverel -applied,
that every one makes 4n incifion. Thefe cruel
barbarities are exercifed upon them under the
fanction of laws which difgrace humanity, The
mere recital of them, as committed by a people
under the Chriftian name, is painful.’ But the
evils of this trade, and its confequent flavery,
arc indeed increafedl to a degree of enormucy
that calls aloud for the interpofition of Governa
ment ; and | cannoe therefore but fincerely wifh,

that in whatever hands the important rafk of
reforming them may providencially fall, the
God of mercy and jufltice may grant them fuc-
cels 1
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