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T R E A T I S E

UPON THE

T R A D E

FROM

Great-Britain to Africa.

FED EFFIRIB IR EEAE D SFTFOEEIGTEPETIEDE B DF D SE S BEE BB EE I BB F4E
I N T R O D U CTTI O N.

WHOEVER is thoroughly acquainted with the true in-

tereftof Great Britain, muft know, that to her foreign

commerce the is indebted for her prefent greatnefs,
it’s fupport and prefervation. The very land of England de-
pends upon the {ea; to commerce we owe the encreafe of our
mational treafure, the breed and excéllen_cy and plentiful fup-
ply of feamen; the {ecurity of our public credit; the
regular payment of the funded intereft, andin fhort, every
advantage which can excite a fpirit of induftry to acquire the

*B 2 comforts
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comforts of life, and will at the fame time raife in the pof-
{eflors, a bravery of foul to prote&t and defend that country,
from which they derive a folid property in {fo many valuable
acquifitions.

It muft therefore be an undeniable maxim, that we are
bound in prudence and duty to encreafe this commerce to
to the utmoft, efpecially between the mother country and
her colonies, fince thereby many mutual advantages will
arife to both ; and it is equally clear, that it is our intereft to
reftrain the trade of France, our natural enemy, as much-as
we poflibly can ; ad&ively, by preventing their encroach-
ments ; paflively, by encouraging and cnabling our own
merchants to rival and oppofe, if not exceed them at foreign

markets.
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C H A P. L

The InporTANCE of the TraDE from GREAT BRITAIN
10 AFRICA.

IF the benefits of foreign commerce are fo great, and fo
effentially necefiary to the fupport of Great Britain and
her Colonies, and the improvements therein {o reftrictive of
our enemies power, if difpofed, to hurt us, how vaft is the
importance of our trade to Africa, which is the firft princi-
ple and foundation of all the reft ; the main {pring of the
machine, which fets every wheel in motion : a trade which
arifes almoft entirely from ourfelves, our exports being

~chiefly
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chiefly our own manufacures, or fuch as are purchafed with
them ; and the returns gold, ivory, wax, dyeing woods and
negroes : the four firft articles of home confumption, or ma-
nufactured for exporting ; the laft affording a moft prodi-
gious employment to our people, both by fea and land :
without whom our plantations could not be improved or
carried on, nor fhould we have any thipping paffing between
the colonies, and mother country ; whereas by their la-
bours our {ugars, tobacco, and numberlefs other articles are
raifed, which employ an incredible number of fhips, and
thefe thips in their turn muft employ a much greater num-
ber of handicraft trades at home ; and the merchandizes they
bring heme and carry out, pay fuch confiderable fums to
government, that of them confift the moft flourithing
branches of the revenue ; {o that both for exports and im-
ports, the improvement of our national revenue, the en-
couragement of induftry at home, the fupply of our co-
lonies abroad, and the increafe of our navigation ; the Af-
rican trade is {fo very beneficial to Great Britain, {fo efien-
tially neceffary to the very being of her colonies, that with-
out it neither could we flourith, nor they long {ubfift.

There is alfo one very peculiar advantage in this trade,
which is this; we need never fear that Africa will rival us, for
it produces no one commodity fimilar to the productions of
Great Britain, and confequently fhould any colonies be efta-
blithed there, they can never through any oppofition of in--
terefts be under the neceflity, or have the leaft defire to
throw off their {ubordination to their mother country.

5 In
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In this trade great improvements might be introduced,
were we properly to attend to, and encourage them. Con-
fider the vaft continent of Africa, the extent of coaft within
the limits of our trade by a& of parliament, (from Port Sallee
in Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive) an -
extent of near three thoufand leagues, moft advantageouily
fituated for commerce, the inland parts rich in gold,
and other very valuable .commoditics beyond defcription,
watered with innumerable rivers navigable for many leagues
up the country, the foil amazingly fruitful, and the people
numerous. From a concurrence of {uch circumftances
what advantages may not be expected? The French were
fully fenfible of this, and in the year 1701 prefented a me-
morial to-their government wherein they alledge, ¢ their Weft
¢ India Iflands cannot fubfift, unlefs due encouragement
“ is given to the African trade;” in confequence of which
they had ‘many privileges granted them ‘then, and a few
years ago, the bounties and exemptions allowed to them for
that trade were eftimated very little fhort of 45;000l. an-
nually. If France has deemed this trade of fuch importance
to her, it muft be of much greater to us, who may be faid
to fubfift only as a maritime power. In the name then of
the Britith ‘merchants ‘trading to Africa, in the name of our
country and colonies, let me humbly addrefs the government
to make this trade more the obje& of their attention ;
which in it’s prefent ftate is produdive of fo many * ad-

vantages,

* For the number of thips employed and other particulars, the Appendix is
referred to, that the thread of the argument may not be broken by inferting them

6 4n
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vantages, and is capable of great improvement, both by re-
moving thofe difficulties, under which it at prefent labours,
and by carrying into execution many plans that might be
fuggefted. In what light then but in that of enemies to
their country can we look on thofe, who, under the fpecious
plea of eftablifhing univerfal freedom, endeavour to ftrike at
the root of this trade, the foundation of our commerce, the
fupport of-our colonies, the life of our navigation, and firft
caufe of our national 'induﬁry and riches ? What vain pre-
tence of liberty * can infatuate people to run into {o much
licentioufnefs, as to affert a trade is unlawful, which cuftom
immemorial, and various aés of parliament have ratified and
given a fan&ion to? Could they fupport their enthufiaftic
arguments from fcripture,. antient ufage, or the laws of the
land, the African trade would foon be effeGtually ruined, for
at prefent the richeft adventurers in it are {fuch men, as would
{corn to befengaged in any purfuit, butwhat the laws of God

and man would fully fanéify ;. and were this trade contrary
to

in this part of the work ; and indeed this being only a-brief ftate of falts, (all
which are or can be proved) and the Appendix containing moft of thofe proofs,
that will probably be the longeft of the two.—— See letter (A)in the Appendix. .
* One of the French kings, through a fort of vanity peculiar to that nation, iffued.
an edi&, that throughout his realm the Franks, as free by name, thould be a// de-
clared freemen : yet the king of France remains a moft defpotic monarch, and
his people the worft of flaves; and the legality of foreign flavery is admitted
there, for by a law in France, no African flave can be imported without a {fe-
curity of his being fent back again in two or three years at fartheft. The laft
ftep we fhould be wife enough to follow : the firft our Gracious King can never

take, as it implies a manifeft abfurdity.



[ 8 ]
to thole laws, were it even cruel or inhuman, near a million
of money might be withdrawn from it in a fhort time, and a
{ftagnation of cath at home, and utter ruin in our colonies
abroad muft inevitably enfue.

Fobdodddob b P b dUid bbb dodddod dudoeofediiol S dotob gl folotolobbdedofolode ddedod folitofede s i fedofobinge

C H A P. I
The LEGALITY of the AFRICAN TRADE.

' N this head I fhall leave declamation to my opponents,

#w hofe caufe requires the florid force of oratory for one
plain reafon—becaufe it has no truth to fupport it. They have
indeed the {pecious, and I the invidious fide of the queftion :
they attack the tender feelings of mifinformed humanity ; I
appeal to ftrict juftice, arifing from cuftom immemorial and
pofitive laws : it were enough for me, were I totally todrop
the confideration of juffice, and apply to the /aw only as it
now ftands, but I difclaim the one without the other, and to
prove that neither have as yet abolifhed the idea of flavery,
or eftablithed that of univerfal freedom, in a fummary way
I thall barely ftate plain fa&s and argue from them.

The earlieft ages had their * {laves, both taken in war and
purchafed with money, and it has been the univerfal pracice

of not only every barbarous but every civilized nation. By
the Jaw of Mofes the Ifraelites might purchafe flaves from
the heathens, and even their own people might become flaves

to

" * For a more ample difcuffion of this, fee the Appendix letter B. where Mer-
cator’s letters, and obfervations on them are inferted, as they would take up too

much room here.
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 to their brethren. " The Gibeonites who '-gaiﬁed' a pro-
mife of peace, and obtained a league by craft from the
princes of the congregation, were yét configned to perpetual
flavery, and made ‘¢ hewers of wood, and drawers of water
“unto all the congregation,” in which ftate they continued
until the total deftruction of Jerufalem.

Jefus Chrift, the faviour of mankind and founder of our
religion, 'left the moral laws and civil rights of mankind on
their old foundations : his kingdom was not of this world,
nor did he- interfere with national laws : he did not repeal
that of {laves, nor aflert an univerfal freedom, except from
fin : with him bond or free were accepted, if they behaved
righteoufly. - In the year of ‘Chrift 692, the laws of flaves
were fettled on the foundation of the holy fcriptures by Ina,
king of the Weft Saxons, from which people’s rights we
now claim, and enjoy feveral privileges, as Gavelkind in
Kent, &c. confirmed by William the Conqueror. Mahomet,
the falfe prophet, and eftablither of as falfe a religion, was
the firft who enfranchifed {laves with a political view of
drawing them over to his party. From the earlieft accounts
of our own country, there were flaves here ; from the time
of the Druids, who, according to the cuftoms of the ancient
Gauls, fometimes facrificed them to their God Woden, to
the landing of the Romans, who are faid to have worn out
the * hands and bodies of the Britons, with clearing the
woods and embanking the marfhes: then again under the

*
, = *C Saxon
* See Cambden’s Britannia, and Brown’s pofthumous works,
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Saxon feudal tenures, which were of the fevereft kind;
to the time of William the Gonqueror, who introduced the -
Norman feudal fyftem, which was of a milder nature ; as,
from a century before that time to the year 1318, charters
granted to fettlers in cities, and power created by wealth
gained by commerce, tended to bring mankind to a nearer
equality 3 but ftill there was no formal interpofition of the
legifiature * to prohibit perfonal fervitude ; and both at,
and ever fince that time, 'even Englith fubjec@s by their
feudal tenures were ftill {laves by the laws of England, till
12 Car. IL c. 24 : which fhews that the laws concerning
Jree Britith fubje@s did not confider even our wative Slaves
for their obje& : and if they did not, it follows of courfe,
that no laws, either before or fince that time, can confider
Joreign Jlaves as their obje@ 5 becaufe as they are not ex-
prefly named in any part of our ftatute laws, any more
than our own-native {laves were in thofe laws, which con-
cerned the free Britith fubje&s, they therefore {furely cannot
claim being included ; as, in that cafe, they would enjoy

rights {uperior to thofe of any natural born Britith {fubje&.
There does not at prefent, in any one country of the
world, exift a law that abolithes flavery, or declares
the neceflity of univerfal freedom : and in our own coun-
try, which we boaft to be the feat of freedom, two of the
greateft lawyers we have had, gave their opinion, that
¢ {laves do not in the leaft alter their fituation or flate,

¢¢-either by being chriftencd, ‘or coming into England.”

The
* See Robertfon’s Progrefs of Society, Hume, &c.
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The very laft African act vefts the property of fort-ne-
groes in the king, and the laft but . one encourages. his {ub-
je&s -in general to pdrchafe them. If therefore there 1s
faith in a Britith a& of parliament, this trade muft be legal ;
though to quiet weak minds, and filence the licentious noify
declaimers about liberty, which they do not underftand, who
fuppofe it can fubfift without a {ecurity of * property, it
may be expedient, that government fhould pofitively declare
the laws, which are to take place with refpeét to flaves for
the future ; and fhould lay them down in fuch plain terms,
that it may not be poffible to miftake them: and if the
African trade isin reality fo contrary to law and humanity as
fome have fet forth, let it be demolifhed at once by anaé of
the legiflature, for it certainly is more eligible to be torn to
pieces by a lion, than gnawed to death by vermin. But could
fuch condu& be deemed judicious, or even defenfible, when
religion with its attendant juftice, when thelaw asit now
ftands evidently {peak for the flave trade, and when even hu-
manity pleads as ftrongly in favour of it; feritis a well
known fa&, that if the flaves which the Africans bring to
market are {o old or blemifhed, that they cannot get what
they think a fufficient price for them, they will cut their
throats before the faces of the Europeans. How happy then
is the flave who is refcued, and how juftifiable he who
refcues him, from a mafter where he has no property, and
even his life is not fecure, in order to his being transferred

*C 2 \ to
* For Arguments proving negroes abfolute property—See letter (C) in the
Appendix,
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to one, who cannot invade either with impunity ! Befides
thefe {laves are generally (perhaps ninety-nine out of one
hundred) conviéted felons, whofe Zwes are forfeited to the
laws of their country, though their punifhment is commuted
into flavery. 'This has been denied on the f{uppofition
that Africa could not have fo many felons yearly, as there
are flaves fold to the Europeans. To elucidate this, confi-
der that Great Britain has above two thoufand felons con-
vited yearly ; Africa does not fell near two hundred thou-
fand flaves yearly ; that would be but in the proportion of
one hundred to one; and Africa is not only one hundred,
but perhaps one thoufand times larger and more populous
than Great Britain : no wonder then, if from thence there
fhould be fhipped yearly two hundred thoufand conviés.
Thefe are juft fo many lives faved and rendered ufeful to
the community, which advantagés would be totally loft
were the {lave trade univerfally given up'; foras the Afri-
cans are naturally thieves, though {lavery is the certain
punithment on convition, our breaking up the {lave
trade might indeed alter that punifhment to that of
death, but would not reform them. Shall we then deftroy
the chief {fource of our national induftry and riches, by efta-
blifhing univerfal freedom on their behalf, who have forfeited
their claim to it, and are in law not even entitled to life ? God
forbid that any enthufiaftic rant fhould fo far deprive us of
our {enfes, as to drive us to take fuch a defperate and un-
neceflary ftep : a ftep {o unavailing to thofe, for whofe be-
nefit it thould feem to be calculated ; for were England to

drop
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drop the African trade dire@tly, France and Spain would as
dire@ly avail themfelves of it, and the poor Africans remain
ftill in bondage under much feverer tafkmafters.

Mr. # Benezet, of North America, who wifthes the Weft
India iflands funk in the fea, rather than we fhould carry on
the flave trade for their fervice, may poflibly have the fame
kindnefs and good will to Great Britain, and may fincerely
long to {ee the feat of empiré travel weftward, and the do-
minion of the faints eftablithed in Bofton: and yet, their
pracice ill agrees with their preaching, for though they pre-
tend to with we would not trade to Africa, their trade there
for {laves is daily increafing ; and for one negro in North
America ten years ago, there are-now five hundred, of which
they are chiefly the importers, and their number of fhips in
that trade daily encreafes.

We muft therefore watch all the attempts of our rivals in
trade, and prevent their undermining us, by maintaining our
juft and legal privileges, and defpifing the idle clamor of de-
figning or interefted men. In the laft of thefe lights, perhaps,
we may look upon ¢ Anargument inthe cafe of James
Sommerfet, a negro, endeavouring to prove the unlawfulnefs
of flavery in England. By Mr. Hargrave counfellor for the
negro in that caufe.” This I have read with attention, and
find Mr. Hargrave has done his duty by faying all'he could
for his client,. endeavouring 1o prove, but nor proving the un-

lawfulnefs

* For a further account of, and confiderations on that work—=See the Appendix
letrer (D.)
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‘lawfulnefs of flavery in England,.and artfully evading the cafe
in point, becaufe he muft be fenfible it would make againft
him. The ftrength of hisargument, or rather the aim of
it, for ftrength it has none, lies in a bold affertion, that all
{lavery has ceafed, and that this is a new {lavery againft law,
which by the Africans being adjudged {laves here will creep
into our conftitution, and introduce domeftic {lavery. His
whole book may be anfwered briefly thus--A&s of parliament
have confirmed my legal right to trade for African flaves
abroad, and other a&s have confirmed my legal right to bring

into England, and carry out again unmolefted all articles
purchafed in trade.---Mr. Hargrave may talk and write round
about the queftion, but can never meet that fingle argu-
ment in the face.-—- A few extra&s with brief remarks on
them will fhew him, I have paid due attention to him.
¢P. 21. It muft be confefled the practice is ancient, and has
been almoft univerfal.”  This is true.---“P, 24. It is faid
to have begun in the year 1508.” Here he has been mif-
informed ; letter (B) in the appendix gives the true hiftory.
---“P. 26. As the Englifh law has no provifions to regulate

any other flavery than villenage, none but that can be law-

full.” This is a falfe conclufion ; for can any thing be

unlawful, againft which there is no law ? therefore this

and all his other arguments from the villenage laws, are
not to the cafe inpoint; and hereis his fort, for he owns,
¢P. 46. Other arguments I confefs are lefs powerful, being
merely prefumptive.”---¢¢ P. ¢8, The law takes no notice
2 | of
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of a negro.” It does: it allows me to deal in that mer-
chandife, and freely to import and export a// merchandife.
If thelaw faysnothing, thall the lawyer’s word deprive me
of real property ? Domeflic {lavery and African {lavery can
by no implication be blended, fo as that the fame argu-
ment can poflibly affe& both. Here the counfellor pleads
for his client, and endeavours to miflead the court in his be-
half.---«P. 67. flavery of negroes in England is unne-
ceflary.”  True, and their coming here improper. I want
to carry them back, but Mr.Hargrave will not permit it.---
“ P. 61. inconveniences will attend the {lave trade being
deemed lawful.” Worfe inconveniences, nay fatalconfequences,
would attend its being declared illegal by any real power, fuch
as that of the legiflature.~--¢P. 7o0. In Scotland domeftic
{laveryis unknown, except coal-hewers and falt-makers, who
are compellable to ferve for life : that is, all are free
except thofe who are not free.——-<¢ P, 72. Slaves are free on
coming to France.” They are not, they muft be fent back
from whence they came, as indeed he confeffes, P, 7 4..
mafters acting as dire@ted by government may fend them
back, otherwife they lofe their property in them.” Englifh
merchants will obey government when ever they know its
commands, and be content to lofe their property if they
do not take proper care of it.——-* P. 7, How can it be
unjuft to diveft the mafter’s property in a {lave, when
carried into a country where for the wifeft and moft humane
reafons fuch property is known to be prohibited ?” Very
right, but it is not fo known here, nor ever fo declared by

any
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any real authority.---¢ P. 76, Prefuming a contra& would
be a modification, but the liberty muft be abfolute.” The
aéts of parliament for the encouragement of the African
flave trade fuperfede the neceflity of a contra@.---¢¢ P. 77,
Modification is moft oppreflive by removing a negro to a
place where {lavery will again. attach upon him with all
its original feverity. P. 8o. Negroes though under contra&
cannot be {ent out of the kingdom, yet Englithmen agree-
ing to go beyond fea are compellable thereto.” I con-
gratulate the Africans on the fuperiority here planned out
for them, but the free-born Briton will tell Mr. Hargrave
and the Africans, that neither can they enjoy, nor he be-
ftow {o unaccountable a privilege; that foreign . flavery
cannot introduce domeftic, nor the Britons catch it from
the Africans, as if it was a contagious diforder: Mr.
Hargrave has proved too much in one fenfe, and too little
in that which was effentially neceffary to his caufe; for
he has miftaken his point and {napped the ftring of his argu-
ment by overftraining it in endeavouring to prove the unlaw-
fulnefs of what is ratified by a&s of parliament, by ancient
ufage, by religion, by juftice, and by true humanity. Go-
vernment will undoubtedly ftill {fupport itfelf and its com-
merce by atimely a& of parliament, and a fteady refolution
to adhere to it; and not let {lip the advantages flowing
from {o extenfive a trade, and {fuch an immenfe length of
coaft, of which I will now give a fhort defcription, that we

smay more fully underftand any fubfequent remarks upon it.

CHAP.
6
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C H A P IL

A émqf DescriprioN of the AFRICAN COAST, within the
- Limits ofour TRADF -

HE extent of that part of the African Coaft, to
- which all fubjeé&s of Great Britain are free to trade,
reaches from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good
Hope, both inclufive : that is, from about the thirty-
fixth degree of north latitude to the thirty-fourth degree
of {fouth latitude, mcludmg the long coaft that runs eaﬂ

and weft.
From Port Sallee to Cape Blancho being about fix

hundred leagues of coaft and within the limits of our
African trade, it {feemed ftrange there fhould be no harbour ;
yet {fuch was its charaéter, till captain Glafs found one,
and was aflifted by a merchant in obtaining a grant of an
exclufive trade ; and having a fhip of two hundred and
fifty tons fitted out at a great expence, with which he
entered the port in about 31# degrees of north latitude, he
procured from the natives a ceflion of it to the crown of
England, which is now at the board of trade, with an
exac plan of the harbour, named by him Port Hillfborough.
He was there in the year 1764, and went from thence
with fome goods unfaleable there to one of the Canary
iflands, where he was feized and imprifoned by the Spaniards
for twelve months, notwithftanding fome {pirited remon-
ftrances fent from England to Spain. His people in the

*D mean
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mean time traded * with the natives; but whether from
their treachery, or their own want of condu, were attacked

- by them, feveral murdered and a few efcaped in the long-

boat, who defcribed the country to be healthy, the cattle
good and plenty, and that they were conftantly fupplied
with frefh meat. The merchant, who fitted out captain
Glafs, finding himfelf not fo ftrongly fupported as he ex-
pected againft the Spaniards, and difcouraged by captain
Glafs’s tragical death on the Irith coaft, dropped all further
purfuits of that trade.

Another captain made a very fuccefsful voyage to the
Rio del Oro, latitude 23. 30. but whether he had contented
himfelf, or had made a ftroke, as the term is; that is,
fraudulently brought off fome free people, he would neither
go there again, or give any information to others of what
might be done there.

Arguin is the next port in about 20 degrees north
latitude, where the Dutch once had a fort, which the
French took in 1677, and which was afterwards ceded to
them, but after fome time they abandoned it, as it was fo
{far from their gum forefts.

Port Anderic lies about 20 leagues to the fouthward of
Arguin, where great quantities of gum were fometimes
bought, though the rifk of getting it on board was very
great from the high fea, that rolls at the landing place.

The province of Senegambia, now in the hands of the
Britifh  government, includes the river Senegal, which

opens
* See letter [E.] in the Appendix.

-~
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opens into the weftern ocean in nearly 16 degrees, and
the river Gambia nearly in 13# degrees north latitude;; be-
tween which near cape Verde lies Goree, {till in the hands
‘of the French. |

Up the river Senegal is the ifland of the fame name, cal-
led alfo St. Louis, where the governor of the province
refides, and from whence we fhip all our gum. At the
feafons for purchafing it our traders go up to Podor and
Galam, two fettlements made by the French when the river
was in their pofleflion, the firft of which is now repair-
ing, and the latter has proved fo deftructive to Europeans,
that probably no fettlement could be made to advantage
by them. The only means, that feem eligible, are to
breed up fome young Africans in England, teach them
our language and the mechanic arts of mining and other
trades, which might turn to great account, if we made
a fettlement with them at Galam; the country round
being efteemed rich in gold mines, but the natives not
knowing how to work them.

In the river Gambia is Fort James in the hands of the
government under a lieutenant governor, fubje@ to the
governor of Senegal. This river is navigable for veflels of
two hundred tons as high up as Fatatenda, which is about
fix hundred miles. The trade of both thefe rivers might
be greatlhy improved, and the fociety of merchants, now trad- —-
ing to Africa, have laid before the lords of trade fome par-
ticulars, of which no doubt they will avail themfelves pro-

perly, to the mutual advantage of the private fair trader and
’ *D 2 the
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the community ; and fhould any abufes arife here, fimilar
to thofe on other parts of the Coaft, moft probably will ap-
ply the remedies they may on experience find effectual
there. :

It may alfo be worth their confideration, whether the
French fa&ory at Albreda in the river Gambia, within a
mile and a half of Fort James, is not an improper encroach-
ment. Goree would be of little ufe to the French, if they
had not this fa&tory to be fupplied from it. By this they
rival us in trade, in open violation of the tenth article of the
treaty of peace in 1763, which is, ¢ his Britannic Majefty
¢ {hall reftore to France the ifland of Goree in the condition
‘“ it was, when conquered ; and his moft Chriftian Majefty
“ cedes in full right, and guarantees to the king of Great
¢¢-Britain the river Senegal, with the forts and factories of St.
¢« Lewis, Podor and Galam, and ‘with all the rightsand de-
cc pendencies of the faid river Senegal.” |

The Englith were in pofleflion of the river Gambia, and
had a fort there in 1627. The French had no {ettlement
in Senegal till 1673, when they built a fmall fort there, and
in 1677 took the Dutch fortsat Arguin and Goree; and
when the Dutch ceded them by the treaty of Nimeguen, they
became dependencies of Senégal ; and they and Albreda
were always under the command of the governor of the river
Senegal : Therefore even if the French had once a right to
a fettlement there, (which they could not have) that right by
the exprefs letter of the treaty is now given up. They were
kept out of the river till 1730, when the Englith company,

being
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being in a -declining ftate, allowed them to come there on
account of a_contrad, to deliver negroes to them at rol. a
head, for a quantity of . gum Senegal to be received at 12l.
aton. This contra& continued but a fhort time, for they
foon got into the {lave trade for themfelves, and veflels were
continually pafling and repaﬁmg between Senegal and Al-
breda with European goods, and African returns for them,
which fully proves, that Albreda cannot be claimed as be-
longing to Goree; fince that ifland, before it was taken in
1758, was fubor.,dmate.to. Senegal ; which is alfo confefled.
on both fides ; for before the laft war, the governors of
James’s fort always infifted upon an exclufive right to trade
in Gambia, and. it was the cuftom of the French governor of.
Albreda, always to afk his permiflion, if he wanted to fenda -
canoe up theriver ;. and it appears alfo by our {ending men.
of war to drive them from thence, as we frequently haye done
fince the peace, though-without any lafting effect ; for: when
our fhips arrive, they remove their effects up the country,
and leave their mudwall fa&ory to our thot, and failors, who
have fometimes landed and deftroyed-it ; but when the men.
of war quit the river, the French return, repair and refettle
their facory, and as they have no right. to com plam, take.
no notice of the injury.

Near Cape Roxo or Rouge, which begins the windward
coaft, about twelve degrees north latitude, is the river Kafa-
manza, where {mall veflels may go up and trade to advantage,
and bring off {laves chcap, if they are well armed, and keep
2 good look out; for they are frequently cut oft by the natives

on
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on their return ; {pirited up by ‘the fugmve Portugueze,
and often - by defelters from our own fhips, which incon-
venicnee a method might be pointed out to put'a f’top to.
There is another river adjoining, called the river St. Ann,
in which confiderable quantltles of rice and fome negroes
mgty be had. ‘

About thirty leagues fouth eaft is Cutcheo, a Portugueze
{ettlement, and twenty-five leagues further on, another called
Biffeaux belonging to the fame people, whofe indolence
makes them rather take a profit for letting others trade, than
put them{elves to the fatigue of it.

There are feveral other fmall Portugueze fettlements,
and one of fome note at Mitomba, a river in Sierra Leon,
latitude 8% degrees north. The people, here called Portu-
gueze, are principally perfons bred from a mixture of the
firft Portugueze difcoverers with the natives,and now become
in their complexion, and woolly quality of the hair, perfe&t
negroes, retaining however a fmattering of the Portugueze
language.

In the river Sierra Leon is an Englith fettlement, called
Bance ifland, but under the dire@ion of private perfons with
exclufive privileges.

Some trade is ftill carried on at Sherbro river, where
there are the ruins of an Englifh fort.

Cape Mount lies nearly in feven degrees north latitude,
and terminates the Portugueze trade of Sierra Leon. The
negroes on the fouth {fide of Cape Mount cannot deal with

| thofe
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thofe on the north, as they have a different language, religion
and cuftoms.

The following places of trade and {fome others of lefs
note lie between Cape Mount amd Cape Palmas ; the river
St. Pauls, Cape Menfurado, river Junk, river Seftos and
Ceteracrue.

Cape Palmas is about twenty leagues to the {fouthward of
Ceteracrue, where a great plenty of Malaguetta pepper, rice
and ivory, may be annually purchafed. ~The grain coaft
begins at Cape Mount, and ends here. The fea coaft between
Cape Mount and this place is about ﬁkfy leagues, where are
negroes in tolerable plenty ;- the inhabitants are quiet, the
inland country unknown to Europeans, as indeed is the
whole of the interior parts. of Afnca, except part of Angola
in the hands of the Portugueze :

Between this and Cape Lahue are the rivers Cavalle, Durin
and the river St. Andrews, where the inhabitants are treache-
rous, but deal confiderably in {laves and ivory.

Cape Lahue is about thirty leagues to the eaftward of St.
Andrews, where the Dutch buy great quantities of gold
and ivory : the negroes are {ubje& toa {leepy difeafe. The
wory coaft begins at the river Cavalle and ends at Cape
Lahue.

Baffam and Affinee are, the former about twenty leagues,

the latter thirty-two to the caftward of Cape Lahue, where
good negroes, and large quantities of gold and ivory are
purchafed by the Dutch ; and even the Englifh are obliged
to give thofe articles to the Dutch general at Elmina, for

Brazil
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Brazil tobacco, which he “illegally- monopolizes from the
Portugueze, contrary to trc’lty between the Unlted Provinces

and Portigal in 164.1 3 aa esoaag UG
| We aré now comeé to Cape Appoloma, Wthh terminates
Gold coalt, fince the committee have ereé’ced a-fort there,
and have in all between this iplace"and the river Légds, ‘which
terminates the Gold coaft, eleven forts, Cape Appolonia,
Dixcove, Succondee, Commenda, Cape Coaft Caftle, Anna-
maboe, Tantumquerry, Wmncbah, Accra, Prampram and
Whidah. , ' ” ‘ | -

This part of the coaﬁ, called the Gold coaft, has been
deemed of {fuch importance to England, that fince the de-
cline of the African compan}}-, the parliament has allowed
from ten to thirteen thoufand pounds a year for the fupport
of the forts, and added two thoufand extra this year. This is
entirely under the management of what is called the African
committee, but it may be added miftakenly ealled fo, as by
indire¢t practices the real African traders have no effectual
influence in their choice. |

There are alfo within this fpace feveral Dutch forts and
fome Danifh; the principal Dutch fort is St. George del Mina.

The Englifh forts are poorly keptup; but this is referved
for a farther difcuflion, when the condu& of the committee
falls under confideration.

At Whidah, the Englifh, French and Portugueze, have
forts within gun fhot of each other, :

2 / . Jacquin
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Jacquin about three leagues to the ecaftward of Whidah
and Eppee about eight leagu.es,grcat marts for negroes, gold
and Brazil tobacco, are now monopolized by the Dutch.

The river Lagos terminates the Gold Coaft and begins what
is called the Bite, which ends at Cape Lopez.

The river Benin is forty leagues eaft of the river Lagos,
but between them is no place of trade. The entrance of the
river Benin is about half a league wide, but a fhip that
draws ten fect water cannot enter ; and unlefs you have a
pilet well acquainted with the place, if your veflel _dréws
above nine feet, it is dangerous to attempt it; and there are
alfo a favage people called joes, who fometimes attack fmall
veflels : it is faid, that a large fhallop may go from hence to
Bonny, new and old Calabar rivers, which are about ninety
leagues by fea, to the eaftward of the river Benin by an inland
navigation, and alfo to the river Lagos to the weltward, but
it has never yet been attempted.

Cape Formofa is about fifty leagues S. E. of Benin.  All
the inland trade goes to Benin and Bonny rivers. New
Calabar and Bonny rivers are about thirty leagues to the eaft-
ward of Cape Formofa, where large fhips may go in and
purchafe negroes and ivory. The going in and coming out
* are both attended with danger.

Old Calabar river is about twenty leagues to the eaftward
of Boenny, where negroes and ivory are purchafed and large
thips may go in, but the inhabitants, having removed their
town from the fhore farther inland, often make exorbitant

* See letter (I) in the Appendix.
*E demands
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demands and keep the captains prifoners, till they comply
with them.

The river Cameron is about thirty leagues to the fouth of
Old Calabar, but is frequented only by veflels of about one
hundred and fifty tons burthen.

The river Gaboon is about eighty leagues to the fouthward:
of the river Cameron, navigable for large veffels four leagues
up to Parrot Ifland, where they may be careened and. re-
paired. The Dutch carry on the trade for negroes, wax;,
ivory, ebony and dyeing woods. from feveral fmall rivers to
the north of this place down to Cape Lopez, which is about
thirty leagues to the fouthward of it, and where what is
called the Bite ends.

Cape Lopez furnifhes the fame commodities, but the trade
of it is chiefly engrofled by the Dutch, who often buy negroes,
here and carry them to the Portuguefe at St. Thomas’s
ifland, where for difpatch they fell them at 81. a head.

Majumba is about feventy leagues S. S. E. of Cape Lopez,
where a great deal of redwood is annually purchafed, though
but few {laves and very little ivory.

Loango 1s about thirty leagues to the fouthward of Max=
jumba, where the French purchafe more negroes than both
the Englifh and Dutch together, and where they are to be
had in greét plenty.

Malemba is about thirty leagues to the fouthward of
Loango; and Cabenda is about feven leagues to the fouth-
ward of Malemba, where the trade is in the fame ftate as at
Loango.

The
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The late Englith African company had a fort at Caben-
da, deftroyed by the Portugueze in 1723 ; but great part
of the walls and mote round it ftill remain, and the natives
acknowledge the ground the fort ftood on, and the land
round it within cannon-thot, to belong to the Englith.

The river Congo is about ten leagues to the fouthward of
Cabenda, peopled on the north fide with inoffenfive, on the
{outh with piratical negroes, who often cut oft fhip’s boats,
and are therefore not much reforted to.

To the fouthward of this river no trade is carried on by
any Europeans, but the Portugueze ; who have a large city
at Loango St. Paul’s on the coaft of Angola, ftrongly forti-
fied, in about nine degrees fouth latitude; from which
place they have penctrated quite through the country to
their fettlements at, and fouth of Mozambique upon the
eaftern coaft of Africa, where they have caravans conftantly
going and returning, and by that means carry on an extenfive
and advantageous inland commerce.

From this place to the Cape of Good Hope, being a fea-
coaft of about feven hundred leagues, is but little known ; and
the few fhips, who have attempted to make difcoveries, or
commence a trade any where near the Cape, have been dri-
ven off the coaft by the fhips of the Eaft India company,
under pretence of their encroaching upon their limits;
whereas, by the a& for extending and improving the trade
to Africa, paffed in 1749, (the twenty-third of George II.) the
limits are exprefsly declared to be from Port Sallee in Bar-
bary to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive ; thefe li-

*E 2 mits
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mits are confirmed by another a& in 1751, ¢ together with
¢¢ all the iflands adjoining to thofe coafts, to all regions,
¢ territories, and places reputed part of any country within
¢¢ the limits aforefaid.” The limits granted by the a& to
{ettle the trade to Africa in 1697, were ¢ from Cape Blanco
« to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive.” The char-
ter was not granted to the Eaft India company till the year
after, 1698, and then they were allowed to trade ¢ to all
¢ places in Afia, Africa, or America, beyond the Cape of
¢ Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan:” fo that
they were never to interfere with any traders on this fide of,
or at, the Cape.

oo B ool of G feoafoedairdolifedofopodfoffdoidefeobefoiel el dafefoloiob e duiiithdop b dolo oo pdeido b

CH A P. 1V,
A fbort HisTory of the AFRICAN TRADE.

H E limits of the African trade being {o extenfive, and

the advantages refulting from it confefledly fo great,
it is neceflary towards fully underftanding the {ubje, as well
as interefting to future adventurers, to infert a brief account
of the trade in general, and particularly of thofe royal African
companies, which broke one after the ether, and the manage-
ment of their affairs was in 1750 configned over to the pre-
{ent company, or rather their committee.

The Portugueze firt difcovered the coaft of Africa in
1454, and built a fort {foon after on the ifland of Arguin,
and {fome time affer, another at St. George del Mina on the
Gold Coaft, and a third at Loango St. Paul’son the coaft of

s

Angola,
6 By
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By virtue of thefe they claimedand enjoyed for a long time
a right to thefe countries, and confifcated the thips of all
other nations that attempted to trade there. No Englith
traders went there till 1544, which was ninety ycars. after,
and then at the rifk of lofing their fhips, if taken by the Por-
tugueze : they traded then only for gold, 1vory, &c. but not
for negroes, the Englith havmg then no colonies to employ
them in. Queen Elizabeth in 1587, being at war with Spain
and Portugal, erected a company with exclufive privileges to
trade to Senegal and Gambia for a certain number of years.
In the reigns of James I. and Charles I. and during the
ufurpation, merchants were encouraged to trade to any part
of Africa. Accordingly they built a fort at- Cormantine on
the Gold Coaft, and another in the river Gambia.

The Dutch, fenfible of the importance of this trade, erected
a Weft India company in 1621, with great p1'ivileges and
* encouragements, and granted them all the lands they could
conquer within certain limits in Africa and America, They
gained {everal important conquefts in Brazil and Africa, and
in 1637 took from the Portugueze the ftrong fortrefs of St..
George del Mina, and foon after, all their other fettlements
on the Gold Coaft, which were ceded to them by treaty in
1641. Now, though the Englifh had a fort at Cormantine, the
Dutch took the advantage of the diftraced ftate of [England,
to feize and confifcate her fhips from Cape Palmas to Cape
Lopez. Soon after the reftoration Charles II. formed a com-
pany to oppofe them, remonftrated to the ftates how unjuft

their pretenfions were, and demanded ‘reparation for the da-
mages
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damages his fubje@s had fuftained ; but finding this had no
effe&t, he fitted out a ftrong fleet: then they began a treaty,
but in the mean time fent fecret orders to their.admiral De
Ruyter, which he pun&ually obeyed ; proceeded -down the
African Coaft, confifcated all the. Englith -veflels he met
with, took the fort at Cormantine, ‘and put a Dutch gar-
rifon in it. Thefe wrongs and difhonours, meeting with no
redrefs, occafioned war to be proclaimed againft the Dutch
11 1664, which thews.the value they then fet on the African
trade, when they rather chofe to rifk a war with England, than
admit her to any fhare of it. In1 667 a peace was concluded,
and the Englith Royal African company had Cape Coaft
Calftle inftead of their fort at Cormantine, which was left in
pofleflion of the Dutch. The great charges the Englith
company had been at, were faid to prevent their trade from
fuccceding to their withes; {o”they affigned over all their
rights and pofieflions to a New Royal African company,
eftablithed in 1672, and the king granted them all places
in Africa from Port Salleein Barbary, to the Cape of Good
Hope, inclufive, for the term of one thoufand years, with
the fole right of trade. The Dutch were now in pofleflion
of St. George del Mina, and feveral other forts on the Gold
Coaft. The Englifh, to ftrengthen themfelves, encreafed
their fort at Cape Coaft Caftle, and built others at Accra,
Dixcove, Winnebah, Succondee, Commenda, Annamaboc
and Whidah.

The French Sencgal company was eftablithed in 1673,
and in 1678 the French took Arguin and Goree from the
4 Dutch,
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Dutch, which were afterwards ceded to them. In 1683
the French king ere¢ted another company to trade from
Sierra Leon to the Cape of Good Hope, reftraining the
former company within- Cape Blanco and Sierra Leon. In
1702 the latter of thefe French African companies had the
contract for furnithing the Spanifh Weft Indies with fo many
flaves yearly, which. being transferred to Great Britain in
r713,. the French company was abolithed "and the trade
laid open.to-all their fubje&s. The Englith company had
fuftained many loffes from the French and Dutch encroach-
ments, and .in 1695 their fort in- the river Gambia was
taken by the F rench, who after the peace claimed an equal
right in that river with the Englith.

In 1697 the parliament laid the African trade open, and
impofed a tax for the fupport of the forts, which a& remained
in force till 1712, though the tax would by no means defray
the neceffary expences. Since thattimethe trade has been free
and open to all Britifh {fubjeés; for, the company failing, go-~
vernment,in 1730,allowed tenthoufand poundsto fupport the
forts, which were unanimouily declared abfolutely neceflary
for the prefewatlon of the African trade: the fame f{um,
and frequently more, has fince that been annually allowed
by government, and in 1749 and the two following yecars
the claims of the Royal African Company were enquired
into, fatisfaction made to them for all their effeéts, and thofe
effeéts and the forts vefted in the company of merchants trad-
ing to- Africa, under the diretion of a committee, who were
not allowed to trade in their joint capacity (nor perhaps

thould
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fhould have beén in their feparate) for officers or fer=
vants in Africa to export negioes on their own account,
They have been allowed annually 13,000/ for the ’fupport
of the forts, befides frequent grants of fums which they
petitioned for ; and this very year 2,000/ extra. In 1763
Senegal and its dependencies were vefted in this company,
and in 1765 they were divefted thereof, and it was vefted
in his majefty;, and the trade laid open to all his majefty’s
fubjeé@s, in which ftate it now ‘continues; that is, the whole
trade from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good
Hope, both inclufive, is free for all his majefty’s fubjeds ;
but that part of it from Port Sallee to Cape Rouge, under
the direGion of government; and the part from Cape
Rouge to the Cape of Good Hope, wherever there are forts,
under the dire&ion of the committee: and as they have
forts on the Gold Coaft only, their attention is confined to
that valuable fpot.

B R R R R L T LT L RS R

C H A P V.
The conpuct of the prefent AFRICAN COMMITTEE.

ROM the foregoing brief account of the African trade,
F it appears that the carrying it on by an exclufive com-
pany has been tried twice without fuccefs; it remains now
to examine what has been the management of the'.committee,
and whether it improves under their dire&ion.

One obfervation is neceffary to be made ; that the in-
fluence of the committee at prefent operating no farther
than



. [ 33 ] :
than the Gold Coaft, they are accountable for the encreafe or
decreafe of trade within thofe limits only; for want of which
plain dire&ion, perfons who are but little verfed in the Afri-
can trade are told, with a fort of triumph, of the prodigious
encreafe of it, and it is held forth as if entirely owing to the
dire@ion of the committee. The trade in general indecd is
“encreafed, but that on the Gold Coalt confiderably diminifhed,
nay almoft ruined; for from 1750 to 1763 at leaft thirteen
thoufand negroes were annually purchafed, but from 1703
to 1770 not above five hundred at Cape Coaft Caftle, by
which we may judge of thereft. In 1752 Liverpool fent
thirty-two fhips to the Gold Coaft for eight thoufand two

hundred and thirty negroes, and in 1771 only feurteen '

ﬂﬁps for three thoufand four hundred. Some years ago
above one hundred thoufand ounces of gold were annually
brought home from thence by the fhipping; but now the
committee’s fervants get all, and that all is a very trifling
quantity in comparifon of what ufed to be colleted, and
the Dutch get moft of it for {pirits and Brazil tobacco.
But to fhew more clearly how far the committee have
conformed to the a&t of parliament that eftablifhed their
power, and how far they have anfwered or abufed the pur-
pofes for which they were appointed, it is proper to recur
to the plain dire&ions of the a& itfelf. The a& pafled in
1749, orders that ¢ the committee-men fhall ke annually

‘ chofen by a majority of the merchants trading to Africa ;

¢ that they fhall not trade in their joint capacity; that the.

¢ governors of forts thall not fhip negroes on their own -
=K _ ¢ account s,



[ 34 ]

¢ account; that the forts fhall proteé’c, not obftru&, the
¢« private traders, and that the buildings fhall be publick
¢« warchoufes for the fervice of the community and the
¢¢ prote&tion of their effe@s.”

With refpe@ to the manner of choofing committee-men,
defigning and interefted perfons, who had been chofen,
availed themfelves of a cafual expreflion in the a&, ¢ com-
¢¢ mittee-men fhall be chofen by perfons trading or intending
¢ to trade to Africa,” to make that office perpetual, which
the legiflature intended to be annual. The ele@ors being
compofed of all fuch perfons who paid forty fhillings for
their freedom in the company, thefe defigning men made
numbers free * without their knowledge or expence, many
of the loweft clafies of the people, and all of them fuch as
were their friends or dependents. Accordingly thefe forty
thilling voters this laft July out-voted the real traders ; the
poll at the clofe ftood thus, Bourke 573, Beane 512, French
o7, Smith 230, Aird 193, Philpot 166, Cleland gz.—
Smith, Aird and Philpot were nominated and fupported by
the traders. Bourke united his intereft with French and
Beane, two of the perfons in the combination, and ftood
upon that intereft, and that of Rofs and Mill, the latter of
whom has a brother governor of Cape Coaft Caftle. By
thefe means they are {elf~chofen, and confequently inde-
pendent of the real African merchants, unattentive to the
publick good, and induftrious on]yrto raife fortunes for
themielves, by means of that publick money annually al-

* See letter [G.] in the appendix for Beane and French’s agreement, &c.
lowed
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lowed them for the general advantage of the whole trade.
They make their own dependents the governors of the forts,
and carry on their trade by their means, either evading or
boldly ad&ing in defiance of the laws of their country; and
having the advantage of houfe and warchoufe room, their
{ervants abroad and freight of their goods out at the publick
“expence, can afford to overbid the private traders : this
naturally raifes a competition ; the African articles of trade
are enhanced, and the value of their own commoditics
leflened : and this has ftill worfe confequences; for if the
Africans can have what they want for lefs of their articles
than ufual, they will bring the fewer to market, as they
are indolent in their difpofitions, and crafty in their deal-
ings, and know very well how to take the advantage of
our mi{fmanagement.

The governors of the forts though to appearance forbid
to thip off flaves for their own ufe on pain of difmiflion, yet
knowing theyican depend on the committee-men for their pro-
te@ion, as they are fecretly interefted in their trade, do it
clandeftinely ; and when they leave the Coaft, always take
care to have a noble cargo of the very beft negroes to carry
with them. The poor foldiers are obliged to do all their
work and labour for them, though miferably fupplied, at the
deareft rates, with the common neceffaries of life. The
forts are merely an heap of rubbifh, overrun with filth and
vermin, fo far from being capable of awing the natives, that
they cannot protect themfelves ; {o that for the advantage of
their private trade, the governors are- generally tributary to

*F 2 one.
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onc, and {fometimes {everal of the African chiefs : by which
means not oaly the rights of the Englith have been given up,
but the very governors themfelves have been flogged by the
negroes in their own forts. Is it to be {fuppofed, that the
dignity of the Britith empire can be {upported by thofe, who
through private interef} tamely {fubmit to fuch infolent treat-
ment ? Or can they prote& the traders, who are in fuch ab-
ject fubje&ion themfelves ? Accordingly every trader finds
he has only himfelf to depend upon, is obliged to find room
where he can for his goods, and thinks himfelfhappily off,
if the governor of the fort does not openly prevent his trading.
Thisistoo common a cafe,and pafles not onlyuncenfured, but
is often rewarded by the committee. M. Miles, governor of
fort * Appolonia, not only prevented feveral captains from
trading there, but publicly declared he would not permit
one of them to purchafe even an ounce of gold. An afli-
davit being made of this he was recalled, but is now by the
favour of the committee reinftated in his government, and
gone again to take poffeflion of that fort, in which he be-
haved in defiance of an abfolute adt of parliament, and to
the detriment of the fair trader, whom by his duty he was
bound to aflift. A fhip of Mr. Mill’s, one of the committee,
carried him out this Iaft Auguft, and he will doubtlefs be
true to his benefador’s intereft, and a& as he did before.
This is the way indeed to encreafe the {pirit of trade in the
governors

*This fort itfelf was not only unneceflary, but difadvantageous, having

the worft landing place on the Coaft ; and indeed of the eleven forts at leaft fix

may be difpenfed with, and the remaining five anfiver every proper purpofe, for

at prefent they are merely factories to Cape Coaft Caftle and Annamaboe,
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governors of the forts ; though fome have by no means been
{o deficient as to want any encouragement, for they have car-
ried it {o faras to trade with the French and the Dutch, when
they could reap any advantage by it, in preference to their
own countrymen, and to difpofe of their gunpowder, till they
had none left to defend themfelves. Dixcove in 1750 by
this means was reduced fo that it muft have been taken by
the Dutch, had not a French veffel come in with an Irifh
captain, who afforded them a fupply.

- In thort, the committee have in every particular acted di-
rectly contrary to the truft repofed in them, and contrary to
the true intereft of the nation : and mufl, if continued, en-
tirely deltroy that trade on the Gold Coaft, which has been
ever judged the moft important of any on the whole coaft of
Africa, and confequently moft effentially neceflary to the
profperity of the Britith commerce, and the {upport of her
Colonies. ‘

From this account of the prefent management of the
committee on the Gold Coaft, where only their jurifdiction
operates through their trufty facors, the governors of the
forts, it is very clear that nothing has preferved them from
the cenfure of the legiflature, but thefe fa&s not having ap-
peared properly before the government.  The length of time
before complaints can be heard, the deaths of the injured
perfons, the evafions of their oppreflors, the fortunes they
have raifed as bulwarks round them, there being 1no
magiftrate on thc Coaft to take cognizance of crimes,
or adminifter aﬂidawts, and many other accidents con-
tribute to confufe, if not totally ftifle the truth, It has

10W
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now appeared pretty plain though by no means exaggerated,
as will be manifeft from the many ftubborn evidences of obfti-
nate faéts in the Appendix, at the letter [H.] and may be
further proved by the united teftimony of many witnefles of
reputation now in England, and ready to declare the whole
truth, when properly called upon to do fo. '

As at the beginning of this enquiry into the management
of the committee, an obfervation was made, that the encreafe
of the African trade in general was held forth by their ad-
herents, as their fole merit, though that under their par-
ticular care languifhes daily’; {o here a diftin&ion of a fimilar
nature arifes : ¢ Forts, fay they, muft be {fupported, for with-
‘“ out them we could have no trade : now we {upport the
¢ forts, and therefore fupport your trade there.” This {pe-
cious plea like the former foon falls to the ground on the bare
approach of real information and common underftanding.
It has indeed been the univerfal maxim of the Britith legifla-
ture, and the unanimous defire of the merchants, that forts
and caftles thould be kept up in thofe parts of Africa, where
other nations have forts, but it was always added oz @ 7e-
Speclable footing, and for the benefit and protection of the free
traders.  The deficiency in the firft particular is abundantly
a {uflicient plea to take them out of thofe hands, in which
they are contemptible ; efpecially when inftead of anfwer-
ing the {econd requifite, they are evidently injurious to it.
Yet whenever the committee has been cenfured, the neceflity
of forts, and the general encreafe of the African trade have
been two points, that have been harangued upon with a fort

of
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of triumph ; as if neither forts or trade could fubfift with-
out them, though they are daily degrading the former and
diftrefling the latter.

If Iam apprehenfive of an attack, I wear a {word, as a
neceflary weapon for my defence; and where I expe&t
feveral antagonifts, I fhould be glad my fervant had ano-
‘thery but I thould be mad to have my own fo rufty in the

" {cabbard that it could not be drawn ; or to truft him with
one, if I not only fufpeéted but knew he would turn its
point againft me inftead .of my affailants.
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C H A P VL
Propofals for 1MPROVING the AFRICAN TRADE.

T remains now to point out fome remedy for the abufes

of the prefent manner of management, and for the in-
conveniencies the African trade labours under from it.

All companies are and muft neceffarily be compofed of
individuals, who from obvious motives purfue intercits
diftin& from and often in oppofition to thofe of the com-
pany they belong to: hence it is that we {o often fee rich
dire&ors and bankrupt companies ; and therefore fuch bank-
ruptcies are not to be imputed to the trade itfelf, but to
{ome wrong firit principle of, or to the improper meafures
purfued in, the management of it. The failure of two
African companies, though compofed of the richeft and
moft powerful members of the ftate, plainly fhews that the
attempt of monopalies on f{o extenfive a coaft, among in-
habitants

6
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habitants of fo many different nations, laws and cuftoms,
and confequently of as many various interefts and inclinations,
cannot poflibly be attended with fuccefs. The foundation
being defe&ive, no {olid {fuperftru@ure could be built upon
it; forhad it mifcarried [olely from errors in the management,
the fecond company had their predecefiors example to guide
them to the acquiring all their advantages, and to enable
them to fee their miftakes, and to fteer clear of thofe thelves
on which they were wreckt: but with all thefe lights, with
all the power of the legiflature to aflift, and the profits of
trade to {fupport them, they were incapable of paying their
debts. As to the management of their {ucceflors then, what
has the nation to expect from that? the prefent committee
is not only a monopoly, but one of the moft detrimental
{ort: other monopolies are fupported at the expence of the
monopolifts ; this at the expence of the publick, to the
manifeft injury, if not the utter ruin of the free trader ; for
if they are continued in power, that confequence muft
naturally enfue. A private merchant may fometimes mono-
polize a trade, and that undoubtedly is an injury to the
publick ; but it can be only a tranfient injury, as there are
three things, any of which muft inevitably {oon put a ftop.
to it; his death, his bankruptcy, or his making a fufficient
fortune: the firft muft happen in acourfe of years; the fecond:
often attends unfair attempts ; the third follows from fupe-
rior addrefs, or good luck in the trade wherein he engages.
Here ‘are three chances to terminafte his views ; but in a:
monopoly {fupported by the publick, thefe chances are

all
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all cut off. The committee can never die ; one wave fuc-
ceeds. another, and their followers roll on into the places
of their predeceflors; they ina colle@ive capacity can only
break. when they have broke the publick that fupported
them ; and:a {ucceflion of hungry applicants are ever in-
{atiable from. their. firft dependency to their plenitude of
power.. ‘

Various Have been the attempts to reform the abufes of the
committee, but they have all been fruitlefs; for the legif-
lature: having- forged. the chain, a power only equal to
. theirs can break it: and that is fincerely to be withed, for
nothing but an entire alteration of the prefent management
can put the African trade on- a refpe@able footing.. This
is no.fcratch;. eafily to be healed, as one of their {ervants
afferted,. but the whole limb is rotten, and muft be lopped
off, or a- mortification' muft enfue, and perhaps reach the
vitals of our country. From a monopoly no encreafe of trade
can be expected, and were they once invefted with. extra-
ordinary powers, and pofiefled of great opulence, all this
would only raife their views to eafier methods of encreafing
their revenues. Under the pretence of inveftigating further
fources of commerce in the interior parts of Africa, they
would: be aiming at territorial acquifitions, which might
raife them for a time, but the natives and their country
would foon have their revenge, as their total ruin would be
the almoft immediate confequence,

- Byour thipping therefore is our only eligible method of car-
rying on this trade, free toall our induftrious natives: The {ea .
* G 1s -
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is the only element for Britons, and that makes all the coafts
their own, whenever they choofe to claim them. The
forts that are neceffary fmay ‘be garrifoned with ‘military
gentlemen; appointed by the company, or a committee
fairly chofen by real African traders, and. afterwards con-
firmed by government : Let them have ample falaries, but
under a total prohibition of entering into any trade what-
{oever, either on fhore or on board, which will make them
impartial judges of any difference that may arife between
the traders and natives, -and by that means they may reftore
the rights, the honour and dignity of the Britith name.
Let their appointment be for three years only, and though
this eftablifhment would be expenfive, yet the faving that
might be made to the publick by taking off improper per-
quifities, and leflening the number of forts, would rather
reduce than encreafe the expeﬂces in general, efpecially after
the firft neceffary charges were provided for; that is, when
five of thofe now ruinous forts, which are as many as need
be kept up, were properly repaired under the in‘fpe&ion of
an engineer ; - for dear experience has taught us what it is to
leave itto the difcretion of a governor.  One fort with ano-
ther might be maintained for about 1,000l. a year, as that
calculation was made for Annamaboe. The committee with
cleven forts have had yearly about 2,000l. more than that
for thefe twelve years paft ; fo doubtlefs they have a con-
{iderable fum in their hands, which they will account for to
the publick, and for which and all other deficiencies what-
{foever, according to the preamble of the laft general African

act,
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a&, I apprehend allthe members of the company are jointly
and: feverally accountable. - - .

The fame {um government now allows would pay all ex-
pences, and afford to fix the governor of Cape Coaft’s falary*
at 1,000l. with 300l. yearly for his table, and each other
governor’s at 5ool. - And:liow many half-pay officers would
be happy to go a three years tour on fuch conditions | The
only forts that need be ++kept-up, are the five following,
Dixcove, Cape Coaft Caftle, Annamaboe, Winnebah and
Accra ; for Appolonia and Whidah are evidently injurious,
and the reft unneceflary to the trade: and as to numerous
forts to trade at, the Britifh fhips fupply their places. They
are now in fuch numbers on. that Coaft, that there can {carce
be produced a fingle inftance of any confiderable mart, where
there have not conftantly been two er three, and frequently
ten, twelve and fourteen :, and this {uperiority in fhipping,
added to a {uperiority- alfo. in our affortment for trade, will
always prevail" with the natives, and enable us to out-do
either French or Dutch, efpecially if we carefully prohibit
all contrads with French veflels for negroes to be delivered to.
them in Africa; which gives them an.opportunity to lie upon.
the Coaft, to acquaint themfelves with that and the trade,
and then fupplant us by their fupplenefs and dexterity.

% The governor of Cape Coaft has now as good as 2000l. per ann. exclufive
of trade ;. and one governor in‘two years only carried home 12,000l. though he:
did not. fell: five hundred:flaves. to the thipping.

i Perhaps the fame money might afford to fettle a fort at Sierra Leon,
acoordmc to a propofal at letter [H ] in the appendix,

" *G 2 ‘ . The
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The advantages the {hipping would enjoy from the com-
petition between them and the forts ceafing, would mu-
tually eftablifth a friendfhip and refpe&. between them : When
they ceafed to be rivals, they would naturally be brothers.

Accommodations, protection, and every-intercourfe of kind-
nefs would arife, and the natives be kept in awe, when they
found the Englith were unanimous: juftice and proteion
are all the negroes with for,and under fuch a government they
might be fecure of both. ‘Some negroes of other nations
might be trained to arms, who could be more ufeful in guard-
ing the private traders in the towns, than European foldiers,
and would be faithful with kind ufage, -and could not be
injured by their being expofed to the climate. The honour
and juftice of fentiment, that military ardor infpires, elpe-
cially in the early part of life--~the hopes of preferment,
which government would readily grant, if requefted by the
African company for an officer, who had behaved with un-
{potted integrity abroad---the applaufe of the world, and
{friendfhip of the merchants, are no {mall fecurity for the
good behaviour of the military gentlemen : and were even
thefe motives infuflicient, the fhort time they would ftay
upon the Coaft, would make it hardly poflible, or worth
while for them to form conne&ions which muft {o {oon be
broke through.

- Should they notwithftanding a& wrong, a colony upon the
Coaft would be the proper and effe¢tual remedy ; but if that
was not thought expedient, or too expenfive, the next eligi-
ble ftep is, that a fifty or fixty gun fhip and a frigate or two,
’ 4 with
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with fenfible fteady officers, and a man of reputation in the
law as judge, might call at every place of trade on the Coaft,
and do the natives juftice, if ill treated by the Englifh there;
orexact it of them, if they were the offenders. This
courfe fteadily purfued with a prohibition of any gratuity
being received, or any trade carried on by the judge, or com-
manders and officers under fevere penalties, would retrieve
the national charaéer of juftice and power ; and the natives
of Africa, when fure of not being injured, would not be in-
clinable to commit any injury.
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CH A P. VII.
A new AFRICAN ACT propofed.

: O bring all thefe regulations to a point, the beft way
T feems to throw them together into one view, in the
form of an A& of Parliament, which properly executed might
remedy every abufe, and fet the African trade on a fair and
refpectable footing, humane and equitable to the Africans,
advantageous to every private free Britith trader, and con-
ducive to the profperity of our commerce, the benefit and
fupport of our colonies.

Anaét of parliament paffed in the* --- year of his majefty
king George the Third, for the regulation and encourage-

ment

* All dates and fums printed in Italick are humbly fubmitted, as is the whole
of this act, to confideration of government,
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ment of the Britith trade to Africa, and for the advantage of
the Britifh commerce and colonies. |

Tbereas, by an aé pafled in the twenty-third year of his
late Majefty, entitled ¢ an a& for extending and improving
¢ the trade to Africa,” it was ena&ed, that, ¢ all his Ma-
¢ jelty’s fubje&s fhall be free to trade from Port Sallee in
¢¢ Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive, and
¢¢ that all his Majefty’s {fubje@s trading to or from Africa be-
<¢ tween Cape Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, fhould
¢ for ever thereafter be a body corporate and politic, by the
¢¢ name of The Company of Merchants trading to Africa ;
¢ and thatany of his Majefty’sfubjeés trading or intending to-
¢ trade to Africa, upon payment of the fum of forty-fhillings
¢¢ each, thould have right to vote for the committee-men
¢ of the faid company, in manner and form as is by faid
¢« a&t dire@ed 7 qnd TWfereas, a great number of per-
fons, neither trading nor intending to trade to or from ‘Africa,
have become freemen of the faid company, and have thereby
obtained a very extenfive and undue influence in the ele&ions
of committée-men théreof, contrary to the true intent and
meaning of the faid a¢ ; ‘and have rendered the {aid com-
mittec-men, and the governors of forts and other officers em-~
- ployed by or under the faid company, lefs dependent upon
the real traders to and from Africa free of the faid company,,
than of right'and for the intereft and wellfare of the trade
toand from Africa they ought to be, Fot teniedy of fuch
abufe, and of the evil confequences that have proceeded from
it, and for prevention of the like in future, and for the bet- -

3 ter
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‘ter regulatibn of the faid company, their committee-men
and oflicers of what rank and degree foever ;

2B it enaActed, and it is hereby ena&ed, by the king’s moft
‘excellent Majefty, by and with the advice of the lords fpi-
ritual and temporal, and commons in this prefent parliament
aflembled, that fo much of thefaida& or of any other a&, that
may ftand in contradiction to this a&, be repealed, annulled
" and made void, and is hereby repealed, annulled and made
void ; and that any new regulations in this a& fhall be eftab-
lithed, and in force from and after the refpective dates here-
after to be fet forth. ‘

And be 6 enacted, and it is enadted by the authority
aforefaid, that of the perfons, who now are or may here-
after become freemen of the faid company, only fuch fhall
have right to be permitted to vote for or in the choice of a
committee-man or committee-men of the faid company,
who were at the time of their admiflfion to the freedom
thereof, or at fome time thereafter, aGually and Jond fide for
their own account, and not for that of any other perfon, in
fome one thip or veflel, and her cargoe employed in trading
to or from the Coaft of Africa within the limits aforefaid,
interefted as owners thereof, and to retain for their ufe, and
to bear finally the profit and lofs thereupon, in the full pro-
portion of fuch fum to the whole of the adventure, to the
amount of sool. or upwards; and who fhall give in an
account in writing at the office or chamber of the faid com-
pany to which they fhall or may refpectively belong, at

London, Briftol or Liverpool, figned with their names, and
n



[ 48 ]

in their proper hand writing, in the prefence of two lawful
witnefles, on or before the laft day of April 1773, or at the
time of their defiring to become freemen of the faid com-
pany, if after that date, fetting forth the year, name of
the fhip, mafter and owners, and to what part of Africa
fuch their adventure was or is: qud be it enaqted by the
authority aforefaid, that any and every freeman of the faid
company being {o qualified, and having given in fuch
account on or before the laft day of Apri/ 1773, and fuch
only fhall have right and be permitted to vote for any com-
mittee-man or committee-men to be chofen: at any time
thereafter ; but it fhall not be permitted to any freeman of
the faid company, admitted to the freedom thereof after
that day, to vote for or in the choice of any committee-man
or committee-men, until he thall have been free of the faid:
company one entire year. ‘

AnD for as much as the Province of Senegambia is under-
the immediate dire®ion of government, and Bance ifland’
on the river of Sierra Leon, was vefted by an a& pafled in
the twenty-fifth year of his late majefty in particular per-
fons, and that the faid company have not nor ought to have
any authority or cognizance in or of the fame, it is hereby
declared, that the being owner or interefted in any fhip or
veffel employed in trading to any amount or value whatfo-
ever to or from both or either of thofe places fhall not give
any qualification to, or enable any perfon to vote for any
committee-man or committee-men of the {aid company until

both
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both or either of thofe places fhall or-may by law .of parlia-
ment be put under dire@ion of the faid company.

Znd the better to prevent any fraud, collufion or mifre-
prefentation of any perfon made free, or defiring to be made
free of the faid company, or in the ele@ion of a committee-
man or committee-men thereof, in the account to be de-
livered in writing, as herein before directed, Ff i85 enicted
by the authority aforefaid, ithat if any perfon now free of
the faid company, or that fhall hereafter be made free
thereof, ‘fhall not be a&ually, truly and bond fide interefted
as to profit and lofs, in the manner and to the full extent
as fhall be in fuch account fet forth, without any indemnity
as to the fame, or any part thereof, from any perfon or perf{ons
whomfoever, {fuch perfons made free, or defiring to be made
free, fhall for every fuch offence, as well as for every time
he fhall prefume to.vote for a committee-man or committee-
men-of the faid company,- forfeit the fum of 5ool. to be re-
covered in manner as by the faid aé of the twenty-third of
his late majefty is dire¢ted in the claufe for recovering of
penalties; and to be applied, one moiety thereof to the
perfon who fhall fue for the fame, the other moiety for and
towards the maintaining the forts and fettlements under the
dire&ion of the faid company :

2And i 18 alfo peveby enacted, the more to facilitate
the effeual punithment of the frauds, collufions or mif-
reprefentations aforefaid ; that the omus probandi {hall lay

on the perfon or perfons againft whom {fuch accufation
*H {hall
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{hall be, and not upon the perfon accufing him or fuing-
for the fame. o

2And be it enaeted, and ic is ena&ed by the authority
aforefaid, that it fhall not be permitted to the committee-
men to contract debts to or with any governor or fervant of
the company aforefaid, or for any greater amount, or other
purpofes than thofe for which the annual fupply is granted
by parliament; and that if any governor, officer, or fervant
of the faid company thall advance any fum or fums for the
ufe of the faid company, beyond what the faid annual {fupply
thall without any anticipation be able to difcharge, and be
directed by the committee to be fo fupplied for the fervice of
the current year, the fame fhall be irrecoverably forfeited

and loft.

And Whereas it is highly neceffary for the good and
wellfare of the African trade, that the governors, chiefs or
other fervants, appointed or to be appointed by the com-
mittee-men of the f{aid company, fhould not be conne@ed
In any way or manner whatfoever with any of the faid
committee-men, other than fimply and diftinély as fervants
of the company, 23¢ {£ enacted, and it is enacted by the
authority aforefaid, that it {hall not be lawful for any com-
mittee-man of the {aid company during the exercife or pol-
{feflion of fuch office, by himfelf or in partnerfhip, by means
of any third perfon, or in any other way what{oever, upon
his or their own account, or upon commiflion, or by way
of agency, dire&ly or indire@ly to thip goods, or charter
veflels, or in any wife trade or have commerce with or for

any
6
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any governor, chicf, or other fervant employed by or under
‘the faid company, on pain of forfeiting for every and each
‘offence the full fum of 1,000l. to be recovered and applied
“as heretofore mentioned.

2{110 for the more effeGual preventmg the governors of
“the forts from all manner of trade whatfoever, and for the
encouragement of the fhipping, by cutting off all poflibility
of competition between'them and the forts, MBe if endcted,
and it is enaced by the authority aforefaid, that the gover-
nors of the forts fhall be gentlemen bearing his majefty’s
‘commiflion in the army or marine forces, and being on half-
pay: and that if they trade themfelves, or permit any perfon
whatfoever in or out of the fort or forts under their com-
mand, on board or on fhore, dire&ly or indire&ly to trade
for them, they fthall ip/o fac?o be deprived of their command,
fent home, and rendered for ever incapable of ferving his
majefty or the company in any capacity whatfoever, over
and above other penalties hereafter to be fet forth by this
ad. .

Q[nﬁ for the better encouragement of f{uch gentlemen,
A¢ it endacted, and it is ena&ed by the authority aforefaid,
that the governor of Cape Coaft Caftle thall have 1,c00/. per
annum falary, and be allowed 3ool for a table for him/felf,
a commiflioned officer as lieutenant, and a furgeon to be ap-
pointed under him, which faid licutenant fhall have 400/ per
annum falary, and the furgeon 300/: And that the faid
governor fhall be commander in chief of all his majefty’s
“ forts upon the Gold Coaft, and between Cape Blanco and
*H 2 the
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the Cape of Good Hope, and fhall be moreover vefted
with the powers of a juftice of peace, to enable him to take
athdavits and redrefs fmall complaints, as well as give him
the greater weight in adjufting all difputes that may arife
between the thipping and the natives ; for his good and up-
right behaviour wherein he fhall be accountable to further
enquiry : and that the forts called Dixcove, Annamaboe,
Winnebah and Accra, fhall alfo each have a commiflioned
officer, in the army or marine forces, being on halfpay, as
governor, with a falary to each of 500/ per annum, and thall
be fubje& to fuch orders as they fhall receive from the gover-
nor of Cape Coaft Caftle, and that they, as well as the gover-
nor of Cape Coaft Caftle, fhall have a competent number of
{ubaltern officers and private men under them, to render
them independent of the natives, and capable of protecting
the trade. ‘

2And that thefe governors, though bearing his Majefty’s
commiflion, may alfo be properly dependent on the com-
mittee and company of merchants trading to Africa, 2B¢ it
eNAey, and it is enacted by the authority aforefaid, that
they fhall be appointed by the faid company of Merchants
at a general meeting to be ordered by the committee, giving
a fortnight’s notice in the Gazette, and fhall then be con-
firmed by government for fuch time only as they fhall
a&t conformably to their inftructions, and for the benefit of
trade ; and that no commiffion, for any governor or other
officers, fhall exceed the {pace of three years ; though to
encourage the governors of the inferior forts, and the lieu-
tenant of Cape Coaft Caftle, one of them fhall have the pre-

4 ference
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ference of fucceeding to the command thereof, on the return
of the governor to England, or his otherwife vacating his go-
vernment ; which {ucceflion, when there are more compe-
titors than one, fhall be decided by the judge and com-
- miflioned officers of the yearly thips, (hereafter to be men-
tioned) in confideration of the intelligence they may receive
on the {pot, relative to their former good behaviour.

And be € enudcted, and it is enaded by the authority
aforefaid, that the other fix forts upon the Gold Coaft, hav-
ing fome of them been found injurious to trade and the
others unneceflary, thall be no longer provided for, but marks
of poffeflion with the Englith arms fhall be left, and their
ftores, and whatever elfe may be ufeful conveyed to fome of
the five remaining forts, which may ftand moft in need of
them; which, together with the repair of the faid remaining
forts, fhall be done under the dire&ion and by the orders of
an engineer or engineers, to be fent out exprefsly for that pur-
pofe ; and that no governor fhall interfere with, or have
any hand in repairing or making any alterations in the fort
under his command, upon pain of {ufpenfion.

2And Whearas, though it was enjoined and direced, by
an a& pafled in the fifth year of his prefent majefty, entitled,
““ An a& for repealing the a& vefting the fort of Sencgal
‘“ and it’s dependencies, in the company of merchants trad-
““ ing to Africa, &c. &c.” that all the forts, warchoufes, and
buildings under the dire@ion of the faid company, fhould
be free and open to all his Majefty’s fubjedts, for protection
of their perfons and property to a certain extent, and that

1t
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it thould not be lawful for any officer or fervant employed
by the committee of the faid cormpany, to export negroes
from Africa upon their own écéount, ‘upon pain of dif-
miffion from the fervice of the faid company, yet it has
been juftly complained of, that the faid officers or fome of
them, contrary to their duty and the intention of parliament,
have, under various frivolous pretexts, refufed the traders to
Africa that protecion for their perfons and propefty, that of
right they ought chearfully and readily to” havé granted ;
and alfo, that fuch officers employed by the committee,
contrary to the injun&ion aforefaid, have thipped off, and
exported  confiderable numbers of negroes from the coaft of
Africa : 13¢ 1f enicted, and it is enacted by the authority
aforefaid, that it thall not be lawful for any governor, chief
or other” oflicer or fervant employed by or under the com-
‘mittee, to refufe the ufe of any warchoufe, room, or other
place in any of the forts under the direction of the faid com-
pany to any Britith fubje®, whenfoever he fhall afk it for pre-
fervation or defence of his perfon or property, in cafe of any
difpute between fuch Britith fubje& and the natives of Af-
rica, or apprehenﬁon of an enemy, for any reafonable time
that he fhall defire. And any governor or officer, or other
fervant of the faid company, delaying or refufing fuch ufc
of the forts, or to give a receipt for the faid goods or any or
all protection that in his power may lie to the {ubjecs
of Great Britain, fhall be difmiffed from the fervice of the
faid company, and if a commiffioned officer rendered for

ever incapable of ferving his majeﬂy or the company in any

capacity
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capacity whatfoever: and any governor, officer, or fervant
employed by or under the faid company, fhipping off negroes
upon his.own account, as the effe&ts of perfons deceafed, or
upon any other account whatfoever, fhall forfeit his property
in the fame, one half to the perfon who fhall inform thereof;
the other half to the mafter of the veffel, in which the fame
fhall be fhipped; and the governor, officer or fervant {o
offending be difmiffed from the {fervice of the faid company,
and be rendered incapable, if a commiflioned officer, of ever
{erving his~m_ajeﬁ,y or the company in any capacity what-
{oever.

2And Wihereas the legality of the faid trade to Africa for
negroes has been difputed, notwithftanding cuftom almoft
immemorial, and many acs of parliament for the extending,
improving and encouraging thereof, ¥¢ it eHAtLD, and it
is enaced by the authority aforefaid, that all his majefty’s
{ubjecs are free, and have a legal right to purchafe negroe
flaves from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope,
both inclufive, and to fell the fame in the colonies, whether
Weit India Iflands or North America, or the feas thereto ad-
joining; and that the purchafers thereof have a property in
them, and a right to their labour and produce, they always
allowing them proper cloathing and maintenance :

2Aud be it enafed, and it is ena&ed by the authority
aforefaid, that the faid negroes {hall be fecure in their lives
and limbs, and that if any planter or other of his majefty’s
free fubjeéts, through wanton. cruelty, maims a negro or
defaces him, or caufes him to be maimed or defaced, fuch

negro
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negro fthall be free; ‘and if the faid negro"diés, ‘the perfon
who was the caufe theresf fhall be accountable to the laws,
as for the lofs of any other of ‘his majefty’s fubje@s: and if
it appears to any of his ‘majefty’s governors - or ‘magiftrates
abroad, that any planter withholds from his negroes proper
cloathing and fufficient mdintenance, for the firft -offence
he fhall fuffer a fine at ‘the difcretion of fuch -magiftrate,
but not exceeding 20l. and for the fecond conviction, double,
and fo on roties quoties, ‘until he gives them their proper
allowance, fuch: as may be fettled by the laws of the colony ;
and that on the other hand, negroes convicted of idlenefs,
negleing their mafter’s bufinefs, or ablenting themfelves
from their fervice, fhall be liable to fuch pains and punith
ments as the laws of the colony fhall ‘infli&; provided
always that the magiftrates, not planters, fhall order and
infli& all: punithments for offences deemed deferving {everity
beyond what the planters fhall have the power of ordering,
which ' thall never' exceed forty ‘{tripes, under penalty of
50l. to be forfeited to the magiftrate of the place.

Any Whereas many negroes have been brought into Eng-
land to the detriment of the Colonies and encreafe of idle
{ervants here, B¢ it ¢nacted, and it is enacted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, that from and after the fir/? day of Fuly next
enfuing whatfoever fubje& of Great Britain fhall import a
negroe here, fhall attend immediately at the Cuftom-houfe,
pay a duty of 1ol a head for every negroe {fo imported, and
give in {uch negroe’s free confent and agreement,’ figned by
him or her voluntarily, to return from 'whence he or fhe came,

withip
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within the {pace of two years; and fhall give a bond of sol.
to government for fuch negroe’s return within fuch time, and
to produce a certificate thereof under pain of forfeiting the
{aid bond, in which two reputable houfekeepers fhall alfo
be joined with the importer, and all three jointly and {eve-
rally fhall be liable to the fame: and whatfoever {ubje&t of
Great Britain fhall import a negroe without conforming to
the above direéions, fhall forfeit 1ool. for every negroe {o
imported, half to the perfon who fues for the fame, and half
to the ufe of his majefty ; and the negroe fhall be free:
Excepting always fuch negroes as may be hired to affift in
‘bringing a fhip home, who fhall be reftored to their owners’
eftates abroad and fent back by the firft opportunity.

AnD to prevent frauds and collufions by fuch negroes
beirig called free, #¢ it enaCted, and it is enacted by the
authority aforefaid, that whatfoever negroe comes, or is
brought here under that denomination after the faid fir/?
day of fuly next enfuing, fhall pay sol. at the cuftom
houfe, to be reftored for his or her ufe on, firft, a certificate
of his or her failing from England, and next, another cer-
tificate of his or her being landed, and refident in the
colonies abroad ; and that if any negroe on landing does
not comply with the above directions, fuch negroe {o
negle@ing fhall forfeit 1ool. or be fent back to the place
from whence he or the came; which faid rool. fhall be
recovered and difpofed of as above directed.

2AnD to enfure juftice and good ufage to the natives of
Africa upon their own Coafts, and to deter the mafters of

¥ I vellels
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veflels employed in the trade thercto more effetually from
ufing any violence to, or forcibly carrying away any native
thereof, whether a freeman or a flave, We {f enacted, and it
is enacted by the authority aforefaid, that any commander or
mafter of a vefle], that fhall by violence or fraud carry away
any native of Africa, not purchafed in the fair courfe of
that trade, fhall, for every native fo carried away, forfeit
the fum of 1ool. if fuch native be a flave, and 200l
if he or the be free, to be recovered and applied, as before
is mentioned ; and fhall moreover repurchafe and reftore
him or her to his or her own country or owner therein, and
produce a certificate therof, under penalty of never being
allowed to fail as captain of any veffel in any trade whatfo-
ever.

20D be if enacted, and it is enacted by the authority
aforefaid, that whatever merchant or mafter of a veflel, from
Great Britain to the colonies, fhall, by contra® made in
Europe or America, agree to furnith any French fhip on
the coaft of Africa with negroes, fhall forfeit treble the
value of fuch negroes fo difpofed of, one third to the perfon
who {ues for the fame, one third for the maintenance of the
forts, and one third for the ufe of his majefty.

AnD Whereas an inhibition lies againft fome articles of
trade, necefiary for the coaft of Africa, going out in {mall
wveflels, which fort of veffels are abfolutely requifite for many
rivers, which will not admit large ones, #¢ it enacted, and
it is enacted by the authority aforefaid, that veflels of any
fize fhall be allowed to thip rum; tobacco, teas, and fpirits

with
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with the ufual drawbacks, upon the owner and mafter giving
bond that the faid veflel is intended for the coaft of Aftrica,
naming the port the is bound to, and engaging under pro-
per penalties, that no part or parcel fhall be relanded
- in Europe: 4ud be it enacted, alfo that all veflels trading
to the river Gambia, fhall be allowed to carry out fuch a
quantity of crewels, as fhall be neceffary to make up their
affortment, on giving bond, that the faid crewels are for
{uch fervice only, and fhall be landed in fome town or
fatory, or otherwife difpofed of within the river Gambia;
and that fo much of a former a@ of parliament as fubje&s
the owners and mafters of thips fo deftined for Gambia to
any lofs for having fuch crewels on board, fhall be and is
hereby repealed.

2AnD for the better detection of any deceit or impofition
in the annual accounts, directed by the a& of the twenty-
third of his late majefty to be laid befere the Curfitor Baron
of the Exchequer, the fame is hereby ordered to be formed
agreeable to the fame ad, by the committee, within one
month from the expiration of their office annually, and
then to lie for the remainder of that month, and the {pace
of one month more, open for the infpe@tion and obfervation
of the freemen of the faid company at their oflice in
London, immediately after which it is to be laid before a
general meeting of the freemen of the faid company to be
had in London, of which fourteen days notice fhall be given
in the London Gazette, and fuch meeting fthall not be at

any time within one month for the general ele@ion of com-
*1 2 mittec-
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mittec-men of the faid company; and until fuch meeting
the faid accounts fhall not be deemed to be valid, or be
capable of being laid before the Curfitor Baron of the Ex-
chequer.

20D to prevent any exa@ion or collufion by or in any
committee-man or officer employed by or under the company
aforefaid, from any perfon appointed by or trafficked with
by the faid company or committee thereof, 2g it enacted,
and it is enaced by the authority aforefaid, that any com-
mittee-man, officer or other fervant belonging to the faid
company, accepting of any money by way of fee, gratuity
or reward, otherwife than is by law permitted, fhall be for
ever incapable of fervice to, by or under the faid company.

AnY for the better {upplying the foldiers and inferior
officers employed in the faid forts, ¢ it enacted, and it is
enacted by the authority aforefaid, that the faid committee,
under penalty of fine or difmiffion, fhall take care that they
have at leaft as ample food, and as proper and wholefome
drink and cloathing, {uitable for the climate, as any of his
majefty’s forces ftationed abroad; and fhall fend fuch food,
drink and cloathing themfelves for fuch purpofes, and not
leave the fame or any part thereof to be furnifhed by the
governors or other officers of the forts in any degree, that
can in the nature of things be prevented : and for fo much
as may remain due or owing to any officer or foldier in the

.« fervice of the faid company after defraying the charge of

- neceflary food and raiment, and deduding fuch remittances
as they may make to their relations or friends in England,
4 the
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the fald committee-men fhall caufe the fame to be paid to

_fuch officers or {oldiers in filver {pecie.
2And to the intent that all abufes in the African trade
may be effeGtually and {peedily re¢tified, 23g if enacted, and
it is enacted by the authority aforefaid, that copies of this
act fhall be immediately fent out to all the governors of
the forts on the Gold Coaft, and that they, and their officers
and fervants, be dire@ed to hold themfelves in readinefs
to return to England by the fr/? ciay of Fuly next enfuing,
under penalty of confifcation of their effe&s, one half to the
captains of men of war fent out with the next governors,
according to this a&, and the other half for the maintenance
of the forts, which are defigned to be kept up: and that a
general meeting of the African traders, qualified as by this
act is direted, on or before the /g day of April next
enfuing, fhall be held at their chamber in London, on the
Jecond day of May next enfuing, where the intended gover-
nors, ofhcers and fervants of the five forts of Cape Coaft
Caftle, Dixcove, Annamaboe, Winnebah and Accra fhall
be ele¢ted, and application made to government that a com-
petent number of {oldiers be ordered to be got ready with
all poffible difpatch, and all neceffary ftores, provifions and
inftructions {fent out with them, fo as to reach the Coaft by
the zbird of fuly next enfuing, that a full and immediate
change of men and meafures may at once take place in
England and Africa; and that with them one or more en-
gineers fhall alfo be fent out, who fhall be and are hereby
made, {ubje& to the fame reftritions as to trade, as the go-
Vernors
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vernors of the forts are by this a& declared to be, which
engineers fhall infpe@ the faid five forts, and give directions
for putting them in proper and refpeCable repair, which
directions the faid governors fhall comply with and not be
permitted to make any alterations : And that the faid
engineers fhall receive and tranfmit home, an account of all
the ftores and other public effects in the forts, for the improper
deficiencies whereof at the time of taking the inventory, the
prefent committee and governors fhall be accountable 5 as
thall every fucceeding governor for deficiencies in his time,
upon quitting his command and returning to England.
2InD in aid of the {fupport of the forts and expences hereby
incurred, a tax of oze or #wo Jhillings per ton fhall be levied
on all fhips and veflels fitted out from Great Britain or her
colonies for the African trade, from and after the fr/? day
of Fanuary, 1773. l
And that thefe regulations and all future orders of {uc-
ceeding committees fhall be cfleGually and conftantly
complied with, 8¢ i€ ¢nacted, and it is enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, that every September in every f{ucceeding
year, a fifty or fixty gun man of war with one or more fri-
gates, and a tender, fhall fail from England with a prudent
perfon of reputation learned in the law, who fhall ac as judge,
and the captains and commifficned officers of the faid veflels
as jury, who fhall ftop at every place of trade upon the Coalft,
‘and hear and redrefs all grievances and abufes committed by
the Britifh fubje@s againft the natives and vice wver/d ; for
which purpofe they fhall be empowered to enter into, and
{ettle
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fettle treaties with the natives, and that they thall have power
. to force all offenders to make recompence for offences to the
parties injured, and to order or bring {fuch perfons home from
off the Coaft, who fhall be guilty of any enormities ; and
thall bring back an account of all their tranfactions, and of
complaints againft mafters of fhips, or governors and officers
of the company, who fhall be proceeded againft ‘according
to the dire&@ions of the committee as authorifed by this act :
And that upon their return, a frigate fhall carry out officers
to fupply'vacanciés, or in the room of fuch as have been
brought home, or by their improper behaviour deferved to
be fuperfeded ; which frigate fhall convoy one or more ftore
thips with fuch things,not articles of trade, as (hall be wanted
upon the Coaft for the maintenance of the forts, of which
there fhall conftantly in each be at leaft four months
fupply. . | |

And be i€ enatted, and it is enaded by the authority
aforefaid, that all caufes heard upon the Coaft fhall be with-
‘out any manner of charges upon any pretence whatfoever to
either party, and that the judge, ofticers, {ecretary or other
perfons whatfoever, conviced of receiving any fee, gratuity
or reward, or of trading in any manner whatfoever, {hall be
deprived of his office and of one year’s falary thereof, and be
rendered incapable of ever holding any civil or military ofhce
under his majefty for the time to come.

A be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority
aforefaid, that all other regulations and {upplies which the
committee fhall think requifite, and which fhall receive the

3 ZIAPPL“O-
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approbation of a general meeting of the merchants trading
to Africa, free of the faid company, though not in this a&
exprefled, thall be fettled and provided for ; and that thefe
general orders fhall have the force of a law, where they are
not contrary to the intent and meaning of the legiflature, or
the general intereft and emolument of the African trade.

2AnDd be it enacted, and it is enadted by the authority afore-
faid, that fuch parts of this a& as have dates affixed to them
thall be in force according to fuch dates, and that the whole
of the a& fhall commence and be in force from and after the

JSirft day of Fuly next enfuing.
CONCLUSTION.

IT only remains to be obferved, that this Treatife is not
the reverie of any one fingle perfon, but the joint fentiments
of the beft writers upon trade, and the refult of the united
opinions of the moft capital merchants to Africa, drawn from

their long experience and perfe& knowledge of the fubje&,
and collected by

AN ArfricaAN MERCHANT.

APPENDIX,
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T HE Importance of the African Trade will appear by the
following State of it in the Year r771.

Where gone. No. of Ships Number of Negroes. ’Undet whofe Direttion,
Senegambia. 2310, and
J, ) >
Cape %izgi.to Cape } 43 {4ooTons of Gum (| Government,
Gold Coatft. :
Cape Apollonia to Lagos.} %9 - 72525 Committee.
Windward Coaft.
Cape Rouge to Cape } 56 11,960 3
Apollonia.
Bite. 6
Lagos to Cape Lopez. } 3 23,301 |> Merchants.
Angola.
Cape Lopez to Cape of 4 1,050
Good Hope. ‘ o
' fides feveral fmall
Total 195 47,146 Be Vefils.

Of thefe 195 Ships, 107 went from Liverpool for — 29,250
58 went from London for ~ — 8,130 Negrace
25 went from Briffol for —_ 8,8:uj ’

5 went from Lancafter for — 950

In the Year 1752, 88 Ships went from England for 25,920 Negroes.
A B To
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To fhew the State of the Trade ﬁom LiverrooL the following Account,
Jrom 1709 to 1771, is inferted.

1709 - - 1 Veflel 1761 69 Veflels

1730 = - 15 Ditto 1762 61 Ditto

1737 = - 33 Ditto 1763 74 Ditto

1744 = - 34 Ditto 1764 74 Ditto

1751 - - 53 Ditto 1765 8o Ditto and 4 fhallops
1752 - =~ 8 Ditto 1766 61 Ditto

1753 - = 73 Ditto 1767 83 Ditto and 3 ditto
1754 - - 72 Ditto 1768 81 Ditto and 3 ditto
1755 - =~ 41 Ditto 1769 96 Ditto

1756 - - 60 Ditto 1770 o6 Ditto -

1757 = = 47 Ditto 1771 113 Ditto, thofe now fit-
1758 =~ - 51 Ditto ' ting out included.
1759 = - 58 Ditto " N.B. Authentic lifts of thefe with the
1760 - - 74 Ditto names of the commanders and owners are

4 ready for infpection, if defired.

Befides thefe fhips, there go annually from North-America and the
‘Weft-Indies at leaft 60 or 70, and they are yearly increafing, and that
their numbers now are confiderable will appear by a certificate figned by
thirteen Captains of veffels in the road of Annamaboo againft the
governors of the forts, added towards the end of this Appendix, fix of
‘whom came from the colonies.

Gold imported from the Gold Coaft before the committee’s time, was
annually from 120,000 to 150,000 ounces; and one year 400,000 guineas

were coined from what was brought from thence; befides 150,000

Negroes have been purchafed there in a year.

By a calculation of the trade and the thips employed in it, it appears, _

that at leaft One Million and an Half of Money is annually remitted

to Great-Britain for Negroes, and that the value of other articles im-
ported, as gold, wax, ivory, malaguetta pepper, rice, ebony, redwood,
and other dyeing woods, amounts to at leaft half a million more; fo
that two millions of money is brought home by this trade in its prefent

ftate,
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ffate, and it is univerfally allowed, it might be encreafed inﬁnitely‘
tore by proper regulations.

It now employs above 50,000 ton of fhipping, and is carried on chiefly
by our own manufa@ures, and furnithes the Colonies with 40,000 la-
bourers yearly. The advantage to the revenue is equal to that of the
merchants, and whatfoever is the annual value of the Negroes imported
into our Colonies, fo much is the benefit arifing to government from
the duties of the commodities produced by their labour : As for example,
every Negro is admitted, befides earning provifions for himfelf, to pro-
duce by cultivation an hogfthead of fugar; {uppofing that to weigh 12
Ct. the duty is 3l. 16s. od. (being 6s. 4d. per Ct.) and that being con-
fidered as an annuity for the Negroe’s life is worth 381. which is about
the value of a new Negto.

The great encreafe of the cultivated lands in our Colonies accounts
for fo great a number of Negroes being fent there yearly, and fuch
- profits accruing from their cultivation : and many are now clearing other
lands, and will foon make fimilar returns. It has been faid, that the num«
bers fent arofe from fo many dying in the Colonies from ill ufage, but that
is by no means true: the Planters confider their own intereft, and ufe
them better than they do our own conviés, for this plain reafon, that
in the latter they have only a temporary intereft, in the former a permanent
one ; fo that were our Plantations abroad carried on by indented fervants
from England, the fame reafoning would hold good, and the labour they
muft undergo being increafed by the fhort duration of property their
mafters had in them, and by their own unfitnefs to work in thofe hot
Climates, would be fuch a drain of men as the Parent Country could
not fupport. Sce Letter [1.] at the end of the Appendix..
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[B.]
HREE of the following treatifes, figned Mercator, appeared
in the papers of Juneand July laft, and, tho’ they have met with
much abufe, have had no rational confutaticn. In the fecond, Mercator
feems to apprehend more pernicious confequences from Lord Mansfield’s
decifion, than the generality of Merchants have thought of, who have

employed their time on that fubje&®, which fhall be taken notice of in
its proper place, and fome further thoughts fubmitted to the public.

Thoughts upon the Lawfulnefi and Expediency of the SLave TRADE,
addreffed to the SociETY ¢f MERCHANTS frading to Africa from
the Port of Liondon.

HE origin of flavery may perhaps admit of a doubt, but both facred

and profane hiftory concur in allowing it to have been the practice,

even from the earlieft account of time. Among the Heathens, con-
queft undoubtedly was their plea for enflaving the vanquithed countries ;
and Herodotus, in his Melpomene, adds, the many cruelties pracifed
by the Scythians, and other neighbouring nations, on their prifoners of
war, whom they looked upon as entirely their property, and whom, if
they did not carry away captive, they put to death upon the fpot. The
Greeks and Romans, in their brighteft and moft learned @ras, had their
flaves, both taken in war and purchafed with money, and from their
times down to the prefent it has been the univerfal practice of not only
every barbarous, but every civilized nation. I have been obliged to pre-
face my fentiments with the fan&ion of profane antiquity to defend
myfelf from the fneers of thofe great geniufes who allow of no authority
drawn from facred hiftory ; but to the fedate, to the reafonable, to the
Chriftian readers, I fhall more fully fet forth the lawfulnefs of the Slave
Trade from the exprefs allowance of it in Holy Write As to its origin,
i
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it may poflibly be derived from that fentence exprefled againft Canaan
(from whom the Africans are defcended) by his father Noah at the
hour of his death.—* * Curfed be Canaan, a fervant of fervants fhall he
be unto his brethren,”  But both the origin of flavery, and the colour
of the Africans, being incapable of pofitive proof, I thall leave thefe
points for the curious, and proceed to the more exprefs mention of fla-
very. When Jofeph was ruler in Egypt, under Pharaoh, in the {econd
year, when the Egyptians had parted with their money and cattle for
bread, they came to Jofeph, and faid, ¢ + There isnot aught left in the
fight of my Lord, but our bodies and our lands: buy us and our land
for bread, and we and our land will be fervants unto Pharach.” DBy the
Egyptians faying they had nothing left but their bodies and their lands,
it is plain that both were confidered as property ; as abfolute goods and
chattels, as their money and their cattle; and the boors in Rufiia and
Poland were, and may be now, in fome places, obliged to till the ground
for their Lord’s profit; a plain relic of this Egyptian fervitude in both
inftances, dodies and lands. Had this been contrary to the law of God,
it would doubtlefs have been forbidden, and probably in the Command-
ments from the Mount ; but by them their proper treatment only is ex-
aled, not their freedom. They fay, ¢ 1 The feventh day is the fabbath
of the Lord thy God, in it thou fhall not do any work, nor thy man-
fervant, nor thy maid-fervant.” The fouls of their fervants were their
own, and were not to be under the dominion of their mafters: they
were to have one day allowed them for the fervice of God, but their
bodies were their mafter’s property, and for them they were to work the
other fix days. The law of God allows it poflible even for an Hebrew
to be a flave, by eftablifhing the different treatment he is to receive from
the hands of his brethren. ¢ || If thou buy an Hebrew fervant, fix
years he fhall ferve, and in the feventh he fhall go out free for nothing.
If he came in by himfelf, he fhall go out by himfelf : if he were mar-
ried, then his wife fhall go out with him. If his mafter have given him
a wife, "and fhe have borne him fons and duughters, the wife and her

' ) chil-

# Genefis ix. 25. -t Genefis xlvii. 18, 19, 1 Exodus xx. ro. | Exodus xxi. 2, 3, &¢C.
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children fhall be her mafter’s, and he fhall go out by himfelf. And if
the fervant fhall plainly fay, I love my mafter, my wife, and my chil-
dren, I will not go out free, then his mafter fhall bring him unto the
judges; he fhall alfo bring him unto the door-poft, and his mafter thall
bore his ear through with an awl, and he fhall ferve him Jor ever.”
By this exprefs law, as to their own nation, it is as certain they bought
others. They could give them wives, and retain them and their chil-
dren, and if the very Hebrews once pafled the firft opportunity of the
{abbatical year to affert their freedom, they, like the flaves of other nations,
were fixed to the freehold, and continued fervants Jor ever.  Their {ix
years fervitude was like that of fuch of our indented fervants, as ferve fo
many yearsfor a fum of moneylaid down, and which in that time they may
be fuppofed to have earned, and it would be the greateft abfurdity to ima-
gine, a foreign f{lave fhould be inftantly free on touching his mafter’s
home, when a native was confined to a fix years fervitude probably for
a lefs price.  The law goes on, ¢ * If a man fell his daughter, fhe fhall
not, &ec.” By this itappears, that flavery might arife from the will of
the father of the family, fubje neverthelefs to fuch reftricions as the
law of God laid down. In the 21ft verfe it is exprefly faid of the maf=
ter, ““ The fervant is his money ;” yet he could not be wantonly cruel,
for the {miting a fervant {o as that he loft an eye or a tooth 4 made
him free. His neighbour could not injure him in his property, for if
¢ 1 his ox killeth a man or maid fervant, he fhall give unto their mafter
thirty fhekels of filver.” Here was the price fet on the head of each,
and the mafter indemnified. Zechariah records the fame price, and this
price the malicious rulers of the fynagogue gave the infatuated Judas for
his facred Malfter, as if they had been purchafing a common flave.—In
the more full declaration of the law in Leviticus, 25th chapter, after
the ftatutes for fecuring land, houfes, and other poffeflions, in the families
on whom they were firft beftowed, and to whom every soth, or jubilee
year, they were to return, there follows the law of flavesin thefe clear

terms

* Exodus xxi. 7, &c. + Ibid. ver, 26, 27, 1 Ibid. ver, 32,— Zechs Vo 13, 120
Matthew xxvi. 15.—Ezek, xxvii, 13, )
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terms ¢ ¢ If thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poos and be fold
unto thee, thou fhalt not compel him to ferve as a bond-fervant, but as
an hired fervant and as a fojourner he fhall be with thee, and fhall ferve
thee unto the year of jubilee: and then fhall he depart from thee, both
he and his children with him, and fhall return unto his own family,
and unto the poffeffion of his fathers thall he return. = For they are my
fervants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they thall
not be fold as bondmen. Thou fhalt not rule over him with rigour,
but thalt fear thy God. Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids which
thou fhalt have, fhall be of the heathen that are round you: of them
thall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover of the children of the
ftrangers that do fojourn among ye, of them fhall ye buy and of their
families that are with you, which they begat in your land, and they
thall be your pofleflion: And ye fhall take them as an inheritance for
your children after you to inherit them for a pofleffion ; they fhall be
your bondmen for ever; but over your brethren the children of Ifrael ye
fhall not rule oneover another with rigour. If thy brother felleth him-
felf to the ftranger or f{ojourner by thee, he may be redeemed again,
and if he be not redeemed, then he fhall go out in the year of jubilee,
both he and his children with him. For unto me the children of Ifracl
are fervants, they are my fervants, whom I brought forth out of theland
of Egypt; Iam the Lord your God.”

This is {fo clear as to need no comment : there is a pofitive order to
let the children of Ifrael go free for this plain reafon, that they are the
fervants of the Lord theix God : he redeemed them, and his they are,
and are only to perform a reafonable time of fervitude ; but of the nations
round about, or dwelling among them, they are to purchafe bond-fervants,
which are to be their pofleffion, and like other goods and chattels defcend
to their heirs for ever, as was the cafe of the Gibeonites, who were made
perpetual * flaves, (being hewers of wood and drawers of water for the
congregation) and as fuch, exempted from the toll demanded of other
free fubjes; and though they feparated themfelves from the cuftoms of

4 the

* Jothua ix. 21, Ezra vii, 24, Nehem,x. 18,
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the heathen and walked in the law of God, were yet, under the name of
Nethinim, continued in the fame ftate of flavery and fervice of the altar
as long as the temple itfelf exifted. As to flavery then thus ftands that
law, of which Mofes faid, ¢ Behold I have taught you ftatutes and
judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded me, that ye thould
do fo in the land, whither ye go to poflefs it. Keep thercfore and do
them, for this is your wifdom and your underftanding in the fight of
the nations which fhall hear all thefe ftatutes, and fay, Surely this great
nation is a wife and underftanding people : For what nation is there fo
great, who hath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all
things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there f{o great,
that hath ftatutes and judgments fo righteous, as all this law which

I fet before you this day ?”

" Thus ftands that law, of which a greater than Mofes faid, ‘¢ Think
not that I am come to deftroy the law and the prophets. I came not
to deftroy, but to fulfil, for I fay unto you, till heaven and earth pafs
away, one jot or one tittle thall in no wife pafs away from the law till
all be fulfilled.” And if flavery had been contrary to juftice, which is
the true humanity ; if it had been contrary to Chriftian charity, which is
as much f{uperior to the boafted bumanity of philo/ophy as diamonds to glafs,
inftead of enforcing the laws delivered to the Jews by his heavenly Father,
our gracious lawgiver would have repealed that part of it, as well as the
carnal ordinances it enjoined. Shall we then ftrain at a gnat and {wallow
a camel ? Shall we retain an indented fervant, who is one of our brethren,
in hard and difagreeable fervice ; and yet under a vain pretence of liberty,
fet an alien free at once, whofe whole time we have purchafed? Shall we
for a trifling debt enflave a brother for life in a loathfome prifon, and give
an alien by inftant freedom fuch privileges as are fuperior to any which
we enjoy ourfelves? Forbid it, heaven! forbid it, national juftice! Caft
out the bondwoman and her fons, and let them not have a fuperiority or
even a portion among us. Let them have no footing in England. They
have enough abroad, for their privileges in our colonies are already much
fuperior to any they enjoy in their own country. Look at them in
Africa: there thofe indeed are fold who are flaves by defcent, or have

com-
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committed fuch villainies, as the laws of their own country condemn
them to {lavery for. There they have no chance of ever being free; there
they have no fort of property, and their very lives are fubject to their
.. mafters caprlce without fear of punifhment, or being in any degrec
accountable. Some indeed are captlveé ‘taken in war, whom if we did
not purchafe, zbey would maffacre. 'The barbarity of their own mafters
makes them think we buy them only to eat them, and this miftaken
notion is the only thing that tempts them to rife in mutiny. But of all
thofe who have purchafed their freedom, or whom the liberality of their
mafters has made free, not one individual ever yet returned or wifhed to
return to their own country ; nor would any one of them accept of their
freedom on fuch terms: a plain proof, that they are in a much better
fituation than ever they could poflibly expec to be if at home. For with
us, though flaves, their property is facred; and numbers, in an atual
ftate of flavery, have property to the amount of three, four or five hundred
pounds fterling, who yet will not buy their liberty, though they could
have it for one fifth of what they are poflfefled of : With us their lives
are fecured by our laws ; and with us they are maintained when old and
paft their labour. When we have heaped fo many advantages on them,
thall we inconfiderately make them equal to ourfelves, nay, give them a
fuperiority, and make them our mafters? Who are we that judge other
men’s fervants ! By their own laws they are fuch, I do not defcend to
the fophifms or gloffes of the law, butgo to the fountain head and foun-

9

dation of all law, to that facred book, which once was efteemed worthy of

being our guide, and the nearer to which human laws approached, the
more pure they formerly were adjudged to be: And I cannot doubt
but that unprejudiced truth, flowing from fuch a fountain, will bear
down the oppofition of licentioufnefs and folly, though tricked out in the
borrowed garb of liberty and humanity.

If then we have the laws of God on our fide, and if we really confer a
benefit on the flaves we purchafe, we may be allowed to confider in the
next place how this foolifhly-withed-for liberty of theirs may affect our
political ftate. If we do not go beyond our duty as fubje&s to the King

of Heaven, we may be allowed to confult in the next place the intereft
' C ‘ of
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of our King on earth, the dignity of his crown, and the welfare of his
empire. This may be laid down as an axiom: If the Africans are
adjudged free in Great Britain, they will not long be otherwife in the
colonies. They have fenfe, and fome of them great abilities: all of
them refolution and contempt of death. They now are with difficulty
kept in fubjection, but then they would to a man rebel, and allow their
mafters no portion of that favour, which #/ey allow to them. They would
act by their own laws. Conqueft would make them our mafters, and we
thould hold our lives and properties at their caprice, whofe fport is to do
mifchief, and whofe wantonnels is cruelty. A few from hence, with the
arts they have learned among us, would return to the colonies, {pirit up
the reft, and conquer, pillage, and deftroy, though they cannot long enjoy
the fruits of their conqueft; to the utter ftagnation of trade, the
deftru@ion of commerce, and the infinite lofs of the Weft-India pro-
prietors, merchants, and others connected with them, which would be
a feverer blow than we ever yet felt—a blow, which half a century would
not recover, and which God in his mercy avert from us. If we fhould
not have fenfe enough to maintain that a bare croffing the fea, and fet~
ting foot on Britith ground, fhall not diveft us of our property in them;
they will have ingenuity enough to efcape here in fhoals: They will
people our ifland with Calibans, and Britons become a motley race,
fprung from defpicable fugitives and horrid mifcreants, whom their own
Iand has vomited forth. It is pity the good fenfe of individuals had not
for ever prevented this coming into a queftion, by reftraining them
within thofe limits, where only they can be ufeful, and where our own
{ubje&ts cannot fupport the heat, as they can.

But as it is now become a queftion, and we have no law to fettle it by,
let us take the {criptures for our prefent guide, and I hope the good fenfe
of the legiflature will foon eftablith a proper law to fecure that property to
us, for the attaining of which we have not only the faith, but the encou-
ragement of both houfes of parliament, with the fantion of our gracious
monarch. The African trade is fubject to too many inconveniencies and
difcouragements, to load it with more; though indeed this rather lays
the axe to the root of it at once.  Let then the legiflature reflet that the

flave-
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flave-trade, under proper regulations, is abfolutely and eflentially neceflary
not only to the well-being, but to the very exiftence of our colonies ;
that it is by much the moft valuable branch of commerce which as a
maritime nation we now enjoy ; that in manufaQures and (hipping there
1s to the value of 100,0001. monthly exported in this trade; that it is
not contrary to the laws of God, and has been ratified by thofe of men;
and that freedom granted to negroes in England would totally deftroy
this trade throughout allourempire, and leave ournatural enemiesin the fole
pofleflion of this our chief fource of wealth and commerce. Let the
legiflature think at the fame time of having thole abufes reGified which
have already weakened it very confiderably, and let them put fuch a
heavy fine upon the mafter of every negro imported here as thall amount
to a prohibition ; and let all negroes, though free, who prefume to fet a
foot in England, pay the fame, or forfeit their freedom : Let Government
fuperadd to the laws of God, and to the laws of Africa, fuch alaw of Great
Britain, as fhall preferve her pure, and make her flourithing and re-
fpectable.
London, 25 May, 1772. MERCATOR.

The next Trac that appeared under the fame fignature, and by the
fimilarity of ftile appeared to come from the fame pen, was the following.

The material Part of Lord Mansfield’s Speech on the Negro Caufe, with
Some Thoughts on the prefent State of Slaves.

“ E will pay due attention to the opinion of Sir Philip York

and Mr. Talbot in the Year 1729, by which they pledged
themfelves to the Britith planters for the legal confequences of bringing
negro flaves into this kingdom, or their being baptized ; which opinion
was repeated and recognized by Lord Hardwicke, fitting as Chancellor,
O&ober 19, 1749, to the following effett; he faid that trover would lie
for a negro flave; that a notion prevailed that if a flave came into
England, or became a chriftian, he thereby became emancipated ; but
there was no foundation in law for fuch a notion; that when he and

C 2 Lord
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Lord Talbot were Attorney and Solicitor-General, this notion of a flave
becoming free by being baptized, prevailed fo ftrongly, that the planters
induftrioufly prevented their becoming chriftians : upon which their
opinion was taken, and upon their beft confideration they were both
clearly of opinion, that a flave did not in the leaft alter his fituation or
ftate towards his mafter or owner, either by being chriftened or coming
toEngland : that though the ftatute of Charles 1I. had abolifhed homage-
tenure {o far that no man could be a vy regardant, yet if he would ac-
knowledge himfelf a villein engrofied in any court of record, he knew of no
way by which he could be entitled to his freedom without the confent of
his mafter.”

Thus far his lordfhip proceeds by the opinion of thofe two great
lawyers, whofe decrees, when at the head of the Chancery, were feldom,
if ever, reverfed, and whofe opinions might juftly claim that due attention
his lordthip promifes to pay to them, becaufe they were founded on the
laws of God, as will appear by comparing them with that Tra& pub-
lifhed in the London Packet of June laft, where the {cripture do&rine of
flaves was fully fet forth ; and as chriftians we ought to adhere inviolably
to this maxim, Thofe bounds which the fpirit of God bas fit, ought never
Zo be removed by men : and becaufe they were ratified by the laws of men,
{o that our courts of record ftill maintained a power of fixing the mafter’s
property. ¢ Yet, fays his lordfhip, (notwithftanding the inconvenjent
confequences felt from giving a decifion) we are clearly of opirion we
ought to give judgment on the only queftion before us, Is the caufe
{ufficient for remanding him ? if not, he muft be difcharged. The caufe
is, he abfented and departed from his mafter’s fervice, and refufed to
return and ferve him during his ftay in England, whereupon, by his
mafter’s order, he was put on board the thip by force, and there detained
in fecure cuftody to be carried out of the kingdom and fold.”

The remainder of the fpeech is too vague to come into confideration,
for it talks of foreigners being exempt from the laws of their own
countries when in England, which is nothing to the cafe in point ; it
mixes the laws of hired fervants with thofe of purchafed flaves, which is

fo
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{o grofs an error, I can fcarce believe it could proceed from Lord Mans-
field, but muft charge it to the inattention of the copier. It fays ¢ the
ftate of flavery muft be decided by pofirive law,” yet produces o law 3
and though it afferts that no mafler was ever allowed to take his {lave by
force out of this kingdom, yet gives no inftance of any mafter’s attempt-
ing it, and his having been prevented. We muft therefore look upon this
as a caufe nove impreffionis, and ftate it fhort. An acknowledged flave
refufes, while in England, to ferve the mafter who purchafed him. Can
that mafter carry him out of England, or muft the flave be difcharged
here >—For as to the words *¢ taking a flave by force to be fold abroad,”
as a Judge cannot be fuppofed to {peak ad invidiam, we muft fuppofe
them a miftake, for no man can pofitively atfirm the precife manner I thall
difpofe of my property when out of the kingdom : I may retain my flave
in my own fervice, or if I do fell him, the laws of the ifland, where I then
may be, will authorife me {o to do, and no laws in England will deftroy
thofe laws abroad, which they have folemnly ratified. That part of the
queftion then cannot come under confideration, but the whole is reduced
to this : Can the laws of England difcharge my acknowledged flave from
the fervice he owes me? For, if I have a right to command his fervice,
I have a right to command it in all parts of the world ; and if he refufes, can
the law take my real property away, becaufe I endeavour to force him to
a compliance ! or muft I be compelled to lodge a formal complaint with
the Lord Chancellor every time he refufes to clean my thoes ? for fuch
will be my cafe; for if I attempt to force him, he abfents himfelf; if
I attempt to fend him where he may be ufeful, he complains, and the
law difcharges him, gives him his liberty ; {o I have nothing to do but
be Ais flave, let him do what he pleafes, and maintain him in infolence
and idlenefs. My hired fervant I can pay off, retain part of his wages for
his negle@ of bufinefs, and otherwife punith him for offences committed.
My apprentice I can confine, and make him ferve out his time in Bride-
‘well, if he abfents himfelf ; but my flave muft be &i/charged, and gain his
liberty at the expence and by the lofs of my property. Certainly, true

liberty can never exift, where property is on fo tottering a foundation.
' 2 . , Certainly,
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Certainly, due attention was not paid to the opinion of thofe great lawyers,
for if an ¢ adion of trover can lic for a flave,” aflave muft be property =
“ if a flave does not in the leaft alter his fituation or ftate towards his
mafter or owner, either by being chriftened or coming to England,” he
muft obey his mafter’s commands, and then there can be no need of
force. If the flave offends in the firft inftance by not obeying, it -would
be very hard to punith the mafter for an error in the manner of com-
pelling him, and to beftow on the flave for his difobedience the greateft
reward a {lave can poilibly reccive for years worn out in his mafter’s
fervice, a fteady attachment to his intereft and conftant obedience to his
commands.—As, after the authority of Sir Philip Yorke and Mr. Talbot,
it were preflumptucus to mention or quote authorities, I fhall only ob-
ferve that the inftitutions of Ina, King of the Weft Saxons, A. D. 6g2
(with advice and confent of his Father, of the Bithops, of all the Al-
dermen, and fage antients of his people, and of the aflembly of the
fervants of God) fettle the laws of flaves on the foundation of the Holy
Scriptures, nor do I find any inftance of flaves being difcharged from their
fervice, except the following, on- which I leave every perfon to make
his own refle¢tions : Mahomet, ﬁndin‘g the decoy of religion infuflicient,
added that other concomitant in popular difturbances, LiserTY, pro-
claiming it to be the will of God that 4/ men thould enjoy it, and that
he might fet an example of it in his own family, difcharged from fervi-
tude his own flave Zeidi, and entertained him as his equal. Hence {laves
from all parts of Arabia forfook their mafters, and fled to him as their
Redeemer ; by whofe afiiftance be enflaved the countrics they came from,
and they wantoned in the blood of their former mafters.

London, July 1, 1772, MERCATOR.

From Mercator’s obfervations in this and his preceding Trad, it is plain
that he apprehended the declaring flaves free in England would make them
free in the Colonies alfo. In defence of which opinion it has been ob-
ferved that the A& of 7 and 8§ Will. IIl. c. 22. exprefsly declares,
¢ All laws, cuftoms, &ec. practifedin any of the Plantations, repugnant

R 1¢]
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to any laws already here, or to this ac, or any other law hereafter to be
made, relating to thofe Plantations, fhall be null and void.” Others
again affert that the Colonies, having received their Conflitution from
the King, are not fubject to any laws of the Britifh parliament, but to
the a@s of their own affemblies, when once they have received the royal
affent. It might be dangerous, it would certainly be indifcreet to at-
tempt to deprive them of what muft {o fatally affect their whole property,
and therefore, it is rather to be fuppofed that Lord Mansfield meant vir-
tually to prohibit bringing any negroes to England, and that, tho’ the
lenity of our laws could not fuppofe any abfolute flaves in England, yet
they were {till fubjett to thofe who bought them, and could be employed
by no one elfe. Summerfet, the negro, was a prifoner, and his judge
naturally his advocate, fpeaking for and leaning to the merciful fide of
the queftion; but there is no doubt that the fame judge would punifh
any man feverely, who inveigled a Negro from his mafter under the idle
pretence of univerfal liberty : for as this was a civil caufe, and the very
Habeas Corpus act (if we allow that to include foreign flaves, as its object)
fays exprefly that ¢¢ Perfons charged with procefs in any civil caufe thall
be kept in cuftody for fuch fuit,” his order of being dzfcharged could only
mean- his releafe from {uch imprifonment, as fuppofed him rather a Felon,
than a Debtor. In this light his Logd(hip’s decifion will not have the bad
effets with which Mercator charges it. His next Trac recapitulates
mentions the enfranchifement of flaves by Mahomet,

the two former,
fequences that attended it ;and then proceeds, as follows :

and the cruel con

A due attention to this laft fa&, and the preceding authorities, might
be deemed an adequate bulwark of our own liberties, and a fufhicient
{ccurity of our propertics ; but to obviate all doubts, I fhall reconfider
flavery, as a Chriftian, and as a Britifh free-born {ubjeét. As a Chriftian,.
the Epiftle of St. Paul to Philemon clearly thews me, that that great
apoftle allowed flavery to be legal. Onefimus, the {lave of Philemon,
had robbed his mafter and fled to Rome, where he was converted to
Chriftianity by St. Paul’s preaching. To prove this converfion perfe&,
St. Paul enjoins him to reftore him{elf and his fervices to his matfter,

and. that he might go with lefs apprehenfion of punifhment, . fends this
epiftle-
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epiftle by him, in which no injun&ion is laid on Philemon to receive
him as an abfolute free man on account of his having been baptized ; but
the favours he afks for him are all afked and acknowledged as on his own
account : he promifes to indemnify Philemon for his lofs: he exprefles
his with that he could have kept Onefimus, but declines it, as not having
his confent whofe property he was, and with the greateft humility
befeeches him for love’s fake to receive this true convert and fincere
Chriftian, ¢ his fon whom he had begotten in his bonds,” as free,
becaufe he had inftilled fuch principles in him, that he might depend on
his being hereafter faithful and ufeful. Had flavery been contrary to
Chriftianity, would this have been the ftile of that apoftle, whefe boldnefs
in fpeaking the truth, and zeal in defending it, were as confpicuous as
his knowledge and learning. He was bred at the feet of Gamaliel ; his
improved abilities conld not be impofed upon, and his integrity of heart
would never have permitted him to have fent Onefimus back in any
degree of uncertainty, had the laws of God enfranchifed him, or efta-
blithd univerfal freedom. In the Acs of the Apoftles alfo, the chief
captain at Jerufalem told St. Paul, on his calling himfelf a Roman, With
a great fum obtained I this freedom. St. Paul anfwered, But I was free
born. His birth-right, not his religion or locality, made him free.

As a Chriftian then, I can with a fafe confcience purchafe negro
flaves, and when they are my property difpofe of them where I pleafe by
virtue of the rights I am entitled to, as a Britith free-born fubje& : for,
among thefe rights fettled by Magna Charta, and confirmed in the reign
of Henry III. are the following :—Magna Charta, cap. 1. We have
granted to all the freemen of our realm, for us and for our heirs for ever,
thefe liberties underwritten, to have and to hold to them and their heirs
of us and our heirs for ever.—Cap. 9. The city of Loondon fhall have all the
old liberties and cuftoms which it hath been ufed to have.—Cap. 14. For
offences a freeman’s vilern fhall be amerced.—Cap. 2g. No freeman thall
be taken, imprifoned, or diffeized of freehold, liberties or free cuftoms,
but by a lawful judgment of peers, or by the law of the land. So far
Magna Charta; now obferve 1 Edw VI. cap. 3. He that takes
a fervant or beggar idle three days together, fhall have him as his fluve,

and
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and, if he does not work, may treat him as a _flave with chains, imprifon-
ment, or ftripes. By a comparifon of thefe laws, one with the other, we
fee the difference between a freeman and a flave. The freeman cannot
be taken, imprifoned, or diffeized of liberties or free cuftoms but by
" lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land : The flave, if
difobedient, may be chained, imprifoned, or punifhed : a very great and
a very effential difference. And where now is the law, that beftows on
African flaves, when in England, thofe dear-bought and defervedly in-
communicable privileges, derived to me from my anceftors, to which my
birthright entitles me! The only authority alledged is that of 12 Car. II.
cap. 24. ‘¢ All tenures of lands by homage are hereby difcharged, and all
hereafter are to bein free and common foccage only.” Here is not one
word of foreign flaves. Villeinage, or the holding of lands by fellow-
fubje@s on condition of obeying their lords, and following them to
battle, is indeed annulled, and fervants muft in confequence be entitled
to the rights of freemen. But does this invalidate my claim to my
purchafed negro’s fervices, or do I hold him by a tenure different to that
by which I hold all my other property ? Certainly I do not, and I
challenge the law to fthew me by what ftatute I a Britith merchant and
citizen of London can be diffeized of property which Magna Charta
enfures me, which 1 Edw. VI. cap. 3. explains my legal power over,
and which no other {fubfequent ftatute has yet deprived me of : Till the
legiflature pafles an act with fuch unaccountable powers, I will defend
my property of a negro, as I would that of my purfe, againft all invaders,
and when the legiflature does adjudge my purchafed flave to be o
property, I will fubmit as I would to an earthquake or 2 peftilence.

But if there is in Britons any regard for their own privileges, or for
the crowned heads under whom their liberties were eftablithed, they
can never lavith away their own birthright, never throw fuch contempt
on the ancient inftitutions of the realm: Befides of late years, the

Adfliento, * whereby England was to {upply Spain with negroes, was
D ratified

* [n the Affiento treaty, which was to continue in force from 1713 t0 1743, is this remarkable

claufe, fe&. 17.. ¢¢ Affientifts, when quitting the Indies, are to load at their choice the effedts they
may
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ratified by the crowns of Great Britain, Spain, and France. Can the
Defender of the Faith be fuppofed to join with his moft Catholic
Majefty, and fhall his moft Chriftian Majefty lend his affiftance to, and
ratify a folemn contra& for a trade, illicit in its principles, dithonour-
able in the purfuit, and the chief article of it fubject to immediate lofs,
if it touches an Englith port ? Ancient cuftom and univerfal confent have
undoubtedly eftablithed a law to the contrary, and the Africans muft
remain as they ‘are, Jlaves by purchafe, the real property of their mafters,
till they of their own free will prefent them with their freedom. Where
flept the Pope’s thunders, while thefe dominions were under his {way,
that he never vindicated the univerfal right of freedom? How came it
that no nation ever yet afferted {o natural a privilege, if it had from the
firft had religion and reafon for its foundation? How came it juft before
the paffing of that at in 1749, by which all fubjes were free to trade
from port Sallee in Barbary to the cape of Good Hope, that my Lord
Chancellor Hardwicke thould pledge himf(elf to the future traders for the
fecurity .of their property, and repeat his and Lord Talbot’s former
opinion, that ¢ flaves do not in the leaft alter their fituation or fate
towards their mafters or owners, either by being chriftened, or coming
into England? 4+ Was this done to betray them into Wefltminfter-hall,
and then bereave them of a property which they thought.eftablithed ?
That great man could have no fuch intention, but undoubtedly, from
the plain a&s I have quoted, and other inftances, which his and
Lord Talbot’s f{uperior knowledge might lay before them, gave that
decifion which till now has never been controverted. Now Mahomet’s
doftrine is revived : ¢ All men indifcriminately are proclaimed free, if
they

may have, and biing them in fecurity to Europe.” It can hardly be fuppofed they fhould have no
regroes, and if fo, and they were free on their arrival, how could they be faid to bring them in
Aecurity ? If a contradi@ion in terms and a manifeft abfurdity attends the fuppofing them [rce,
there can be no fironger proof that they remain in fatu quo, flaves as when abroad.

t This guarantee - was extremely neceflzry, for if flaves did not remain in the fame ftate, what
Governor in Africa could permit his caftle-flaves to affift a veflel in her paflage home, who had
loft her failors by ficknefs or defertion? And muft not this be a great additional rifk for a
merchant to run befides thofe of the feas and trade ? In thort, their being free in England tends to
deftroy all confidence, and put an end to all intercourfe of kindnefs and affiftance among the traders,
governors, ard other Britifh fubje&s at home and abroad,
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they touch Englith ground.” - This wonderful difcovery was referved
for this age of pure religion, wherein infidelity meets with applaufe and
Chriftianity with ridicule : for this age of perfect liberty, wherein God
and the King are illiberally abufed and affronted with i impunity ; for this
age of rigid virtue, wherein public diffipation engroffes the whole concern
of life, and plunges its unhappy votaries into excefs of vice and infamy ;
for this age of tender humanity, wherein the cries of the poor are unat-
tended to, and infenfibility fupplies the place of wifdom.

How great and glorious muft Britain zow be! not only free herfelf,
but the caufe of freedom to other men ; to men, who may poflibly have
forfeited their /ives to the laws of their own country, though their
fentence was commuted into favery. Here indeed is excefs of generofity :
But hold! is there no allay? Are we confiftent with ourfelves, and is
our liberty as perfect in every other inftance ? Afk the moft ufeful fet of
men, the Britith failors.  They may point you out the probability of the
following difmal fcene : A mate * comes home from the fartheft part of
Africa, with all his little property vefted in a negroe, whom he has
taught to cook his kettie, and intends that another voyage thall repay his
prmcxpal and his trouble, but an infernal pxefs gang {eizes him- the
moment he fets foot on Britith ground, takes him from his prefent free
eftate, throws a cloud over his future profpeéts, and he is fent perhaps
for ever, or till worn out in the fervice, to the Eaft Indies, while his
negroe is inftantly free to go where he pleafes, not only unmolefted, but
protected againft the juft demands of his owner. This is modern liberty !
Thefe are the glorious effets of removing the ancient landmarks, till
the very boundaries of right and wfong are confufed and undiftinguith-
able! This is called ftate neceffity, the tyrant’s plea, by which mankind
have {o frequently been injured. If ever ftate necelity could be admitted
as a plea, it mlght in this African caufe, had it wanted (o {lender a fup- ..
port, for if the African trade fails, farewell the Weft Indies, and with
them farewell the glory of the Britifh flag, and the firength of the
Britith nation ; but far be it from the London merchants to apply to

D2 govern-

* In the beginning of laft war mates were prefled, and were promifed that they fhould be

preferred to mafters, but numbers at the end of the war were fill midfhipmen,



government to commit any arbitrary a&, or make ufe of fo dangeraus an
expedient. They defire only their juft rights and privileges, confirmed
by Magna Charta, tranfmitted down to them and their heirs for ever,
as Britifh free-born fubjects ; and fhould their grievances fail of meeting
with due attention and redrefs, they have only the modern comfart, their
pofterity muft be ruined, but probably England may laft their time.

London, MERCATOR.
July 28, 1772.

Mercator here feems not to have carried his arguments with refpect to.
the legality of flavery under either the Britith conftitution, or under the
Chriftian difpenfation, as far as they will go; at leaft, he has not given.

~ all the authorities he might from the Britith laws, or the New Teftament.
As to our common law, that is univerfally allowed to arife from cuftom,
and to prevail till contradited by the ftatute law. The feudal ferfs
were of various kinds. Under the Saxons they were abfolute flaves, as
the Gibeonites were to the Ifraelites. Under the Normans they were
admitted to a greater degree of freedom, or at leaft their fervice was
changed from the flavith tenure of tilling the lands, as the Poles and
Ruffians do to this day, to that of attending their lords in war, But
whatever privileges they had feem to have arifen from the eafe and
permiffion of their mafters, and not from any pofitive law. Bat this
fubje@ requires a volume of itfelf, and has been amply difcufled by
Dr. Robertfon. It remains only to be briefly obferved, that at all
periods of the Britith nation, both before and fince the Conquett, flavery
was not illegal, but maintained in a firicter or eafier manner, with
a milder or harfher term, till Charles II. in the 12th year of his reign
difcharged all fuch tenures among the natives, but by not mentioning,,
certainly left foreign {laves as he found them. As to the New Teftament,
St. Paul fays, # < Let every man abide in the fame calling wherein he
was called. Art thou called being a fervant? Care not for it, but if
thou mayeft be made free ufe it rather. For he that is called in the Lord,
being a fervant, is the Lord’s freeman ; likewife alfo he that is called
being

* 1 Cor. vii, 2¢, &c.
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being free, is Chrift’s fervant. Ye are bought with a price, be not ye the
tervants of men. Brethren, let every man wherein he is called, therein
abide with God.” Thefe verfes are thus expounded by the whole clafs
of commentators. Remain in that ftate of life wherein Gaod has placed
you. Be nct concerned, or think, if you are a flave, doncs, you will be
lefs acceptable to God, or as if that condition was unworthy a Chriftian ;
therefore do not attempt to thake off the yoke of flavery under a pretence,
that through Chrittianity all are free ; but if by juft means you acquire
your liberty, preferve it, that no mafter may have power over you to
caufe you to fin ; for you are fubje@ to Chrift, who paid down his life to
redeem you from fin. Therein confifts the true Chriftian’s liberty ;.
therefore as I faid at firft, remain quietly in that flate of life wherein.
God has placed you, as a duty you owe to him as well as to the com-
munity.—Many other parts of Scripture mention bond and freemen,.

which diftinction ceuld not have been kept up, had liberty, civil liberty: .

arifen from Chriftianity.  St. Paul fays *, < By one fpirit we are all’
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or
free.” And again 4, ¢ Thereis neither Jew nor Greek, there isneither
bend nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are all one in:
Chrift Jefus.” And again, I ¢“Put on the new man, where there is.
neither Greek nor Jew,. cireumcifion nor uncircumcifion, barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift is all and in all.” And again §,.
“ Whatfoever good thing any man doth, the fame fhall he receive of
the Lord, whether he be bond or free.” . St. John defcribing the day of
judgment mentions || ¢ the kings of the earth, and the great men, and
the rich men, and the chief captains, and every bondman and every free-
man hiding themfelves. In another place #%, ¢ free and bond receive
a mark.” In another place they .} are enumerated with the kings, rich.
men and captains, which evidently fhews, they were one of the orders of
mankind; and though loweft in the civil Polity, equal in. all fpiritual
concerns, fure of a reward after this life, when their great mafter began
his dominion, if they behaved virtuouwfly in the ftation allotted them on
‘ ) earth.

* 1Cor. xit. 13. 1 Gal. iii. 28, f Col, iii, 11.  § Eph. vi. 8. Il Rev. vi. 15. -
% Rev, xiii. 16, 4 Rev. xix. 18,
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earth. Slavery therefore does not appear to have been forbidden, but
allowed by the law of Chrift, as well as that of Mofes, by the univerfal
practice of all former ages and nations, and by the prophecies concerning
the day of judgment, fo that there feems reafon to fuppofe it will ftill
remain, as long as the world itfelf exifts.

[ €]
ESIDES the legality of carrying on the African trade, it may be
proper to hear the Weft Indians fpeak for themfelves as to their

neceflity of having negroes, and the right and title by which they hold
them, when purchafed.

An Extrat? froh Candid Confiderations on the Judgment lately awarded
- in the Negroe-Caufe, by the Court of King’s Bench. By a /et India
Merchant.

[This author contends that, as Magna Charta related only to freemen,
and left wzlesns and bondmen in their former ftate of flavery, (infifting
fimply on the caufe of imprifonments being thown, when they happened
to be thus punithed by their lords) and that, as the law had never any.
negroes in contemplation, the courts of law ought not 1o have thown
them more favour than to villeins, if any fuch remained in the kingdom.
He aflerts, that whites are incapable of cultivating our plantations, and.
that therefore flaves are neceflary.]

“ THE nature of the Weft India climate, and the impoffibility of
clearing and cultivating the {oil there, by any other than negroe labour-
ers, as it was firft the occafion of employing them, fo it muft ever
remain, as long as our colonies exift; becaufe, this natural necefﬁt\}
is not to be cured by any alternative. Some writers have affirmed, that
the fugar iflands were firft cultivated by white men, who thewed no
unfitnefs for labour there, before negroe flaves were introduced ; but
thefe authors deal in reveries, and feem entirely ignorant both of the
{ubject and the climate they treat upon.  According to Ligon’s account,

the
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the Englith, who firft fettled at Barbadoes about the year 1625, found
the woods fo thick, moft of the trees fo large and mafiive, that they were
unable to clear the ground of them; by which means, he fays, that
twenty years afterwards he found potatoes, maize, and bonavifts, planted
between the boughs, lying aleng upon the furface. Potatoes, corn, and
pulfe, were all they were able to plant for fubfiftence; and thefe, with
the wild hogs they occafionally flew, ferved only to keep life and foul
together. The only produce they could cultivate for export, was to-
bacco, which (probably for want of fufficient cleaning the ground)
turned out fo worthlefs as to yield no profit at the Englith market. The
prolific quality of the land, then frefh and vnimpaired, made fome little:
amends for want of adequate culture; or otherwife they would in all
likelihood have been deftitute of any vegetable crops for their {upport :
yet fewer hands were at that time required to cultivate the {oil than after--
wards; for, on their firft forming their fugar eftates, one hundred ne-~
groes could manage the largeft plantation in the ifland. Nothing cffec-
tual was done towards a profitable fettlement of the ifland, until after
the introduCion of negroes; by whofe better capacity for field labour, it
became fo thriving, that, in 1646, it contained twenty thoufand whites,
and the blacks amounted to a far greater number.. The judicious Linde,.
fpeaking from his own experience, remarks, ¢ that there are fome fer-
vices of fuch a nature as cannot well be performed in hot and unhealthy-
countries by Europeans, without imminent danger of their health and
lives. The firft is, that of cutting down woods, or clearing the ground.
from trees, fhrubs, &c.” In proof of this affertion he gives feveral in-
ftances; fome of which, I fhall repeat after him.. ¢ At the conclufion
of the late peace, the Captain of a fhip of war went afhore at the ifland of
Dominica, with twelve of his men, to cut down the wood, and to clear
a piece of ground which he intended to have purchafed; but in a few
days, ficknefs obliged them to defift from this dangerous work ; the
Captain, and eleven out of his twelve afliftants, being fcized with
violent fevers, of which feveral died. 'The Ludlow-Caftle, a fhip of war
of forty guns, in a late voyage to the coaft of Guinea, loft twenty-five of

her men at Sierra Leon,  who were employed in cutting wood for the
2 fhio,
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thip. When the Lion, Spence, and fome other (hips of war, were
employed at Port Antonio, in Jamaica, in clearing Navy Ifland of wood,
in order to erect ftorehoufes for the fquadron on that ftation, the men,
while cutting it down, were feized with a fever and delirium. The
phrenzy attacked a man fo fuddenly, and with fo much fury, that with
his hatchet, if not prevented, he would have cut to pieces the perfons
who ftood near him; and thofe who were feized in this manner, and
were left to remain on fhore, either died, or fuffered a dangerous fit of
ficknefs.  This is an occupation (fays the fame author) which has
often proved deftruétive to Europeans in thofe climates, and in which
they ought never to be employed, efpecially in the rainy feafon; there being
numberlefs inftances of white perfons, when cutting down the woods at that
feafon, who have been taken ill in the morning, and died at night.” He
adds (although he is no advocate for flavery) that, < if the purchafing of
negroes on the coaft of Guinea can be juftified, it muft be from the ab-
folute neceflity there is for employing them, inftead of white perfons, in
fuch fervices as thefe.” To the foregoing I may venture to fubjoin ano-
ther hiftory, the truth of which is well known to many gentlemen of
Jamaica. I mean the cafe of the Palatines; feveral of whom having
come over not many years ago, to fettle there under the encouragements
granted by the affembly of that ifland, had tracts of wood-land affigned
them ; but, for want of negroes, were utterly incapable of clearing it
from the trees, and perithed for the moft part in the attempt. If this
example, among others which my memory furnithes, is difregarded, due
credit, I'hope, will be given to the preceding relations publifhed by Mr.
Linde, an evidence wholly difinterefted in the iffue of this queftion. If
our feamen, who are the hardieft of our common people, and the moft
inured to the change of climate, are fo unequal to the tafk, much lefs
adapted to it are others of the lower clafs in England, or thofe who might
be moft likely to hire themfelves out to Plantation fervice: I have only
mentioned the felling of trees in the Weft Indies (fome of which arc
feveral feet in diameter, and {fo hard as to fhiver the beft tempered axe,)
in order to the forming of new fettlements ; but the labour of breaking
up, and hocing the ground, in the manner proper for cane-planting, and

under
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under a full expofure to the fun, ‘is no lefs impra&icable to Europeans,
whether feafoned or unfeafoned to the climate. Slave-holding might
perhaps be very well difcontinued in every province of the North Ame-
can continent, fituated to the North ot the Carolinas. The cuftom of
introducing negroes in the northern colonies, to perform their field-work,
has rendered the labour of the white inhabitants extremely dear.  This
high rate has given caufe to their continuing the employment of negroes
there, whofe labour is no further neceflary than as it is cheaper. This will
probably terminate of itfelf, whenever the white inhabitants fhall be fo
multiplied, by their natural progrefs of increafe, as to allow a fuitable
abundance of them for-all employments. But in the fouthern continental
province, and the fugar iflands, this practice cannot be laid afide, fo long
as we perfift in the cultivation of them for the purpofes of trade; be-
caule, it is impoflible to cultivate them with European labourers ; and
becaufe the white inhabitants, I prefume, ‘can never increafe there by
propagation in fufficient numbers. The natives, or Creoles, are the only
whites who can be fuppofed, by thofe acquainted with thefe climates, to
be capable of being brought, by long habit and ufe, to the laborious oc-
cupations of hufbandry, and forming new fettlements with their own
hands: But, unlefs families in general were poorer, hindered by their
neceflities from removing to Europe, and confined to their native fpot,
there to breed and multiply, no adequate number could be reafonably ex-
pected. In Jamaica alone, we fhould require twenty times the number
of white inhabitants we now have there. A long feries of time muft
pafs away before fuch a ftock of native whites could be acquired, by the
ordinary courfe of increafe. Even if we fhould fuppofe that they married
regularly, and doubled their number, like the North Americans, once
in every twenty or twenty-two years, it would require near one hundred
years to furnifh the complement; and then we muft further {uppofe
great part of the whole number fo very indigent, as to be obliged to
toil hard for a fubfiftance, and to prefer the labour of clearing wood-
land and digging the earth to any other. If the labouring people, in
any commercial country, are in proportion to the reft of the inhabitants

as four to one, ,we fhould requirea very Iarge ftock, to furnifh a conftant
E and
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and fufficient number of Plantation labourers; indeed many moré than
we could hope to gain by natural propagation, fince it is not probable
that they could by any means be brought to encreafe, grow up, and
thrive, in the like rapid manner as we obfrve of the North Americans.
Mgf’t certain it is, that, without the introdu&ion of negroe flaves, Great
Britain would have been able to fettle no one profitable colony in America.
If therefore, following what has been rightly called the Utopian fyftem
of Georgia, which brought that fettlement to nothing, we thould inhi-
bit the further profecution of our African trade for labourers, fuch a
meafure would probably, if not infallibly, be attended with the hafty
decline of our moft valuable colonies in the weft; and a lofs of all the
important advantages now gained from their cultivation. A barbarity
might be perhaps the more immediate confequence of fuch a prohibition ;
and of fuch a nature, as defervedly to excite horror in the mind of every
humane Briton; I mean, the practice which muft then be fallen upon,
of employing white labourers, when negroes could no longer be procured,
'to keep up the number anfwerable to our cultivaticn ; an employment in
which thoufands and ten thoufands of our countrymen might perith mi-
ferably, without producing one fingle benefit to the mother country.
‘Before we entered into the African flave trade, our firft fettlers had no
cother than thefe hired fervants, who proved unequal to the tatk, and
‘thight literally be faid to exhanft themfelves in digging their own graves.
It was'a complaint in the adminiftration of Colonel D’Oyley, long be-
fore the eftablifhment of fugar-works in Jamaica, that the officers of his
-army harraffed and deftroyed the common foldiers (though well feafoned
to the climate) by employing them as field labourers. This utter inap-
titude of Europeans to fuch occupations in hot climates, and the impofii-
bility of fupplying them with'white labourers from any other fource than
- Europe, leave no room for queﬂioning, but that we muft either abandon
all thefe fettlements, ruin many thoufands of our fellow fubje&s, and
refign our fortune into the hands of foreign powers, differing from us in
fentiments ; or we muft conduét them, as hitherto we have fuccefsfully
done, by the labour of negroes; whofe conftitutions being by nature and
2 " the
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the Divine Will appropriated to thefe climates, they are evidently the
fitteft for fuch employments there. 4

In the firft part of this treatife on the trade from Great Britain to
Africa, the fame point this Author infifts on was maintained, that Magna
Charta related only to freemen, and left villeins and bondmen in their
former ftate of flavery. Soon after this Pamphlet the following fenfible
Tract appeared in the papers. ‘

ADMITTING the African Trade to be ever {fo diabolical, or the
means by which the negroe’s body was firft obtained ever fo unfair, no
blame can defervedly reft on the Planter, who is ignorant of the means,
and innocent of the guilt. That trade has been carried on by this na-
tion from time immemorial. King, Lords, and Commons have fhared
in its profits, and concurred in various laws, for fupp_orting, regulating,
and firmly eftablithing it. Somec of thefe laws declare to the fubject,
that he holdsa right of property in the negroes he buys ; others tell him,
that negrdes are chattles, faleable and convertable like any other goods,
for payment of dues to the revenue, or other debts ; that they are to be
held as money in the hands of a Planter debtor, and received as money
by his creditor. Large fums are granted' e?éry year by parliament for
maintaining forts and garrifons, and making alliances with the native
Slave Merchants in Africa, for the advancement of this traffic, to the
exprefs intent that the Planter may be conftantly and cheaply {upplied :
Vaft emoluments are alfo drawn, as well by the mercantile and manu-
facturing fubjes refident in Great Britain, and their dependants, as by
the national treafury, from the profits gained on the fale of negroes to
the Weft India Planter, and from the produce of their labour. Thus
the whole nation may be faid to be in fome way or other interefted in <%
advantages Arawn from this trade. and +- c-wucipate a benefit from
the {weat of the negiue s brow.

If the original contra® in Africa for this negroe’s fervices was ille-
gal or unfair, or if no colour of a contrad fubfifted, this furely isa
point to be fettled between the negroe and the party who fold him there

without any right fo to do : or elfe between the negroe and that govern-
E 2 ment
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ment which by law permitted it’s merchants to buy him of one who had
no right to fell. But the Planter refpets no one in this cafe except the
Britith merchant; who, under the authority and encouragement of the
laws, having brought the negroe to market overs, the contrat is openly
made between thefe two. If the Planter has bought a_freeman inftead
of a perpetual fervant, he is defrauded; for he paid his money under
fan&ion of the laws, and purchafed what the laws will in another place
arbitrarily deprive him of.  If the property fpoken of is not to be fecured
to him by the laws which permit and invite him to buy it, then is there
neither faith, juftice, nor equity in them ; they are no better than empty
illufions, fnares to the induftrious fubje&, and eminently reproachful to
the nation. Something more, however, than the pretended magical
touch of the Englifh 4ir feems requifite to diveft him of what has been
fo folemnly guarantied by the confent of the nation in parliament; for,
when he made the purchafe, he was not apprifed of thofe myfterious
and invifible emanations of Englith Liberzy, which were to make the
bargain void, and, like the preffo of a juggler, turn his gold into
counters.

By ftat. 14 Edw. IIL it is enacted, ¢ That all merchants, denizens,
and foreigners, except enemies, may, without lett, fafely come into the
realm of England with their goods and  merchandizes, and fafely tarry,
and fafely return.” This is further and more amply confirmed by the
ftat. 5 Rich. II. in thefe words:

‘“ It is accorded and affented in the parliament, that all manner of
merchant ftrangers, of whatfoever nation or country they be, being of
the amity of the King and of his realm, fhall be welcome, and freely
may come within the realm of England, and elfewhere within the king’s

Powess wv v ithin franchife as without, and there to be converfant to

. and tarry as 1ong as ... Ll-oth. gs thofe whom our {aid
Lord the King by the tenor hereof taketh into his protecion and fafe-

guard, with their goods, merchandizes, and all manner of familiars ; and
for fo much the King willeth and commandeth

merchandize,

> that they and every of
them be well, friendly, and merchant-like intreated and demeaned

all parts within his faid realm and
6

, 1n
power, with their merchandizes and

all
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all manner of goods, and fuffered to go and come, and into their proper
country peaceably to return, without difturbance or impeachment of any.”

So far as aliens are not reftrained of this extenfive licenfe to introduce
their wares and negociate here, by the fubfequent ftatutes of trade, thefe
ancient a&ts are ftill unrepealed ; and what I conclude from them is, that
confidering our Colony-negroes as goods and articles of merchandize, in
which fenfe the ftatute laws of the realm, as well as the colony laws,
efteemed them, the Planters poffefled of this merchandize, the impor-
tation of which into the kingdom:is not yet prohibited by any law, ap-
pear warrantable, nor only in bringing it hither, but in holding it while
here, and in peaceably returning with it ; forif thefe laws have granted
liberty of ingrefs and egrefs,. and defended the goods of merchants and
denizens reforting to it, furely the Planters, who are natural-born {ub-
je&s of the realm, are rightfully and lawfully entitled to equal protection,
and:in the fulleft extent, with refpect to their goods.

But if this claim of property in Great Britain be really offenfive to the
conflitution of the kingdom, and injurious to its welfare, it feems at
leaft not improper that, for the fake of commerce, and in juftice to the-
Planter, an effeGive-law fhould be pafled by parliament, forbidding him.
to intraduce his negroes within the realm, under penalty of forfeiting
that ¢laim : for nothing lefs than a pgfzive law can prove to every {fub-
je@’s convition, that a negroe-flave is entitled to the rights of an En-
glithman, on the inftant of his inhaling the air of England. Our law,
I grant, favours. liberty, and rather indures a particular mifchief than-
a general inconvenience; but as the latter is moft likely to enfue from:
this national breach of faith, and repugnancy to the main principles of
commerce, it merits attention, that equal juftice fhould be difpenfed to
the Planter purchafer ; fo that, in being liberal to the negroe, no wrong
nor damage thould be done to an ufefal fubject, who has, at leaft, an-
equal pretenfion to be favoured by the laws of his country, and to fome
indemnity for the deprivation of what thofe laws aflured him was his
right. It is no lefs juft than honourable, that the ftate, which has re-
ceived his money, thould make him fome requital, and by a fair purchafe,

rather than I'Know not what ftrange eflicacy of the Englifh ar, redeem
his
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his negroe from bondage. Such a meafure would confirm the freed man
in perpetual enjoyment of the boon beftowed upon him, by fuperfeding
all future claim of his matfter, in any other part of the Britith dominions.
The very idea of fuch a local emancipation is ridiculous, fince what bet-
ter right bas a Planter to reclaim a fugitive negroe in the colony than in
Britain? The laws of Meum and Tuum are alike in both; and, as En-
glithmen, it is the fame asif the lands of both were in one continuity.
If a ftatute thould openly avow, what fome of our law interpreters have
taken upon them to affert, the Planters abroad would then know the cer-
tain confequence of bringing negroes with them into Britain, and con-
dué themfelves accordingly ; it is due to them and to all others concerned
in the Plantation trade, that a point fo effential thould be explained by

parliament ; or, fhould the nation incline to purchafe the negroe’s free-
dom, it would be no lefs equitable.

A PLANTER.

-

D.

"HE legality of the African Trade, and property in purchafed
negroes {cems beyond any doubt, butthe declaimers on the other

fide of the queftion might think themfelves negletted, were they to be
pafled over in filence.* At the head of thefe appears. the formidable
Anthony Benezet, with a corps of what he calls Zuthors of Note, in
his rear. " The thicknefs alone of this Pamphlet can alarm; for
his  firt principle being defe@tive, no reafoning from it can be
valid 5 his foundation being falfe, his whole {uperftructure mutft fall to
the ground. He alledges that the Portuguefe firft ftealing and then
purchafing flaves thro’ an inordinate defire of gain, firft raifed the fame
defire in the negroes, and was the origin of flavery there. To prove this

point,
* From this mult be excepted fome trifling abufes of Mercator in the papers,

ftile of thofe inferior Politicians, whofe arguments confift of much abufe, and little meaning ;

partial extradts, and ro general krowledge of the fubject; who fupply the place of reafon with
inveflives ;

written in the true

of
low
who frame a weak argument intheir own, inftead of the true one in the Author’s words,
then attack ir, and glory in their imaginary conqueft,
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point, he gives partial extradts from the hiftory of Africa, and omits
whatever makes againft him. He tells you from Cada Mofto, that the
Portuguefe landed and ftole the natives, but he omits, that Cada Mofto
himfelf, the firft time he difcovered and landed of that coaft, faw an
horfe among the natives that was valued at fifteen flaves, which were con-
fequently an article, perhaps a medium of trade at that time, which was
in 14545 and that he then purchafed feveral at Sanaga. Benezet
reprefents the Africans as people endowed with great talents and virtue,
and yet fuppofes the flave trade is kept up by the advantages we find it
our intereft to give them. HHe mentions that the Fuli, a nation on the,
Gambia, fell no flaves. What an exact character of the Britifh nation
would an author give, who thould affert, that we would not fight, becaufe
one fe@ among us refufed to bear arms ! The Fuli may be looked upon
in the fame light : they are a particular {ect, and the doctrine of not felling
flaves holds good with them to this hour, as to their own nation ;
neither can any price tempt them to fell you a calf, though they will
difpofe of a barren cow for two gallons of brandy. And thus, though
they obferve their own laws, as to their own people, yet they will fell
flaves which they have purchafed up the country. Benezet alfo omits
Captain Jobfon’s account of his voyage up the river Gambia in 1621,
when women {laves were offered him for goods, but he refufed them, and .
faid the Englith did not trade in them. So that it is evident,.that that.
trade arofe from the Africans themfelves, and we are not accountable for
the origin of it, notwithftanding this Author’s affertion. He.talks of the
{laves on the river Gambia being fold only for crimes;- and -yet, in
another place, wants every cargo to be releafed, under pretence, that it is
better goo guilty fhould efcape than one innocent perfon fuffer., Now
the impunity of one villain may do more hurt to {ociety than the lofs
of more than one honeft man. All juftice is humanity ; for without it
no nation could fubfift ; and as the feverity of the laws of war, flowing
from political juftice, cannot be impeached, though in fome cafes, we
might with them lefs rigorous, fo the cafe is the fame here ; one man
‘may have been fold for a flave, who was naturally free, bat it is furely

2 mad proje&, that for fear in a cargo of soo negrges, I fhould have
. A one
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one improperly brought by thofe who fold him to me, therefore I am
to let loofe 499 thieves and murderers poflibly, to prey on the com-
munity. To fuch, and {o many flagrant abfurdities will an Author be
driven who fets up a point, from which he labours to deduce a {yftem
repugnant to the allowed practice of Antients and Moderns. He brings
in Chriftianity as abolithing flavery, but unfortunately can find no proof.
He draws together into one view all the cruelties which have ever been
practifed by Captains of (hips to deter their flaves from rifing 5 or by the
Planters to keep them under {fubjection; and by following the fame rule,
and colle@ing all the inftances of barbarity pracifed by individuals in
the moft humane and beft civilized nation upon earth, fuch a picture
might be drawn, that human nature would ftart at. His account of the
law is no lefs defecive, for he attempts to affert privileges for foreign
laves, at times, when even our own natural-born fubje&@s had no claim
to them. He humanely advifes us to employ our own natives in the
{ultry heats of the colonies, and charitably withes them funk in the {ea,
father than we fhould carry on the African flave trade for their fervice.
Sure the flaves abroad ought to be under an obligation of working for
their living, as well as the natives of England are at home ; and in many
cafes, the latter labour harder and fare worfe ; they certainly have a feverer
tlimate to contend with, as their cloathing runs away with great part of
what they want to purchafe provifions, and the flaves abroad want little
‘or no cloaths, and are not injured by the intenfe heat of the fun. The
other Writers quoted in the fame Pamphlet proceed on the fame falfe
grounds, and would perfuade us to put an end to the African trade for
fear-of buying a few flaves, who were fraudulently and unjuftifiably made
fo, which furely is juft as wife as if a man fhould cut off his legs for fear
of wetting or foiling his feet.  Seduced by this fpecious fide of the
queftion, influenced by humane motives, and mifinformed of the real ftate
of the{laves-in our colonies, even the Bithep of Gloucefter * warns us to
fend them to their native homes. Poor creatures! Not one would
accept of the offer, but would think it the greateft inhumanity to force
their return.  That in the native Africans’ falf;’of negroes to our fthipping,
varioas

“® See his Sermon Feb. 21, 1766,
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various frauds have been committed, and perfons improperly and unjaftly
fold; that Mafters of fhips have been inhumane, perhaps unneceffarily ;
‘that Planters have been wantonly cruel without caufe, may be fuppofed
from the enormity of crimes among ourfelves. To thefe abufes then
let efficacious remedies be applied ; and the African merchants will own
the higheft obligations to government, if by falutary laws it can alleviate
the diftrefles of thofe, whofe labour fupports our colonies and enriches
our native country; but for the other unneceflary and impracticable
fcheme of univerfal freedom, (the device of the Puritans of North
America, who now cry out for perfec? liberty, as they once did for perfadé
purity, till they deftroyed all real religion, and ruined both church and
ftate; and who began thefe their laft outcries, as appears by the dates of
their- works, only on our afferting our jurifdi¢tion over them) from
a careful review of laws human and divine, whoever attempts to promote
it, -muft be declared a ftranger to both ecclefiaftical and civil polity, and
an utter enemy to their country.

[ E ]

THE benefits that might accrue to England from a trade to Port
Hillfborough may be calculated from a review of the returns they
made, and all at moft reafonable rates.

6 tons of wooll, (to be had in great abundance).

4,000 goat {kins. )
1,200 deer ditto. : Thefe were only what were faved
1 ton of orchilla. from plunder, the inhabitants having

8 1b. weight of gold. £ feized on much the greateft part of the
2001b. of oftrich feathers. | cargo.
1 ton of bees-wax. J

[F. ]
THE Polly, Captain Walth, a fhip belonging to Mr. Adams,
firuck on the Bar of Bonny this laft year, and was foon after

attacked by the negroes. 'The Captain, finding he could not fave his
F thip,
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thip, fent his boat’s crew off, fhut himfelf up in his cabin, and when the
King of Bonny and all his people were got on board, to the amount
of 1500 and upwards, fet fire to the powder ; and, Sampfon like, at his
death punifhed the treachery of his affailants. To prevent the like
fatal accidents in this dangerous river, I here, though fomewhat foreign
to the purpofe of this Treatife, prefent the African Captains with plain
direGtions for going fafely into Bonny or New Calabar.

When you are off Cape Three Points, you will find in going acrofs the
Bite you muft fteer a foutherly courfe, at leaft S. E. by E. or S. E. and,
before you can think yourfelf the length of Formofa, keep your lead
carefully going ; and, as foon as you have ground, haul to the fouthward,
and if you deepen your water, you are fure of being to the fouthward of
Cape Formofa, and may bear up to the N. E. till you fee the land, and
run along fhore in nine fathom. In running along fhore you will open
rivers ; they are very fmall and all open about N. N. E. or N. E.
When you are run {o far to the eaftward as to open Samberera, it is
much wider, and opens about N. by W. or N. N. W. and Fochea
bearing about N. E. by N. a bluff point; then off the deck you will fee
no land to the eaftward of Fochea, but from your topmatft heads, if clear
weather, you will fee Rough Corner, by fome called King William’s
Catftle, bearing N. E. eafterly ; then run fo far as to bring Fochea to
bear N. by W. or N. N. W. and Rough Corner N.E. by E. on which
you will have four or five fathoms water, and there come to an anchor,
If not a proper time to go in. You may go in any time of the tide if
you have wind, clear weather, and day light. It flows full and changes
E. and W. when you have the marks to bear as above, and bound
inwards, you will not have the river Bonny open; however, you may
haul up to the northward within a cable’s length and 2 half of- the
weftern breakers, and {o run boldly in, keeping a look-out from the
maft-head for any fpits from the weftern breakers. If it blows any
wind, nothing can hurt you, but what you may fee. Still as you run
in, keep the weftern breakers on board, and in running in, you will
fhole in your water to three and three and a half fathom; when you
haye Fochea W. N. W, you are-on the Bar, and immediately will deepen

your
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'your water to eight, ten and twelve fathoms, on- which come to an
anchor, and found for New Calabar, If you go into Bonny, you may
run right up, only giving Rough Corner a {mall birth, and keep rather
the ftarboard fhore on board.—In coming out, you muft obferve the firft
quarter’s ebb fets to the eaftward right over the banks, and after that right
out S.S. W. In going out, you muft make bold with the weftern
breakers, and ftand no farther to the eaftward than Bonny, half a cable’s
length, open, and ftill wider as you turn out. When you are over the
Bar, you muft be fure to keep the weftern breakers on board, and that
will keep the river well open ; for if you ftand far to the eaftward, you
will be puzzled with the patches and fhoal water. You muft not
venture to ftand out to the fouthward, till you have Fochea N. or N.
by W. N. B. When you have made any part of the land between
Formofa and Fochea, run no farther than you can fee the land a-head in
the evening, but come to an anchor. It will be beft to come out in

neep tides.
[ G ]

The following Account of the Abufes in the Management of the Committee
appeared in the Public Ledger /g/t April.

April 20, 1772,

HE great importance of the African frade to this kingdom, and
your readinefs to infert in your very ufeful paper, every com=
mercial information, induce me to requeft you will communicate to the
public, the following circumftances and obfervations relative to that trade,
as foon as poffible, in the hope that they may not be altogether ufelefs
in thewing the neceflity there is, that the bill brought into parliament
this feffions, by Sir William Meredith, entitled, ¢ A4 bill to regulate the
admiffion of freemen into the company of merchants trading to Africa, and
the election of committee men thereof,” which ftands ordered to be read
a fecond time, the firft day of May next, fhould pafs into a law.
In the feffions of parliament 1749, feveral petitions concerning the trade

to Africa having been prefented to the Hon, the Houfe of Commons ;
F 2 that
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that Houfe did, on the 7th of March, refolve, ¢¢ That on the 16th of the
fame, it would go into a committee of the whole Houfe upon the fubje&
of faid petitions.”

In the 11th and 12th of April following, the Houfe fat in committee,
and upon the 13th, Mr. Alderman Bethell, the chairman, reported,
among other refolutions of the faid committee, ¢ That in order to carry
on the African trade in the moft beneficial manner to thefe kingdoms, all
his Majefty’s fubjects whatfoever trading to Africa, be united into an
open company, &c. and a bill was ordered to be brought in for that, and
other purpofes, of the faid petitions.

But many difficulties arifing from the diftrefsful fituation of the then
Royal African company, the bill did not get through both Houfes, until
the feffions 1750 ; when it was pafled under the defcription of ¢ A bill
for extending and improving the rade to dfrica.”

By the firft fecion of which bill it is enalted, ¢ That all his Majefty’s
fubjets, who hall trade to or from Africa, between Cape Blanco and the
Cape of Good Hope, fhall for ever hereafter be a body corporate and
politic, in name and in deed, by the name of the company of merchants
trading to Africa.”

By the 4th fection of the faid bill, the management of the affairs of
the company is directed to be in and by a committee of nine perfons.

By the Gfth fe@ion of the faid A&, it is ordered, That the elecion of
three of the faid committee, for that year, thould be by ¢ fuch of the
traders or perfons intending to trade to or from Africay” who, in order to
being admitted to the freedom of the faid company, fhould pay into the
hands of the Chamberlain of London, the fum of forty fhillings each
Three other of the faid committee men to be chofen by fuch other of
the traders to or from Africa, who, upon the like conditions, were to be
admitted free of the faid company, @f Briflol, and three others by fuch
other of the traders to or from Africa, as, upon the like conditions, thould.
be made free at Liverpool.” :

By the fixth fection of the faid A&, it is direGed, That the e&&ians of,
committee men {hall be amnual. By the twelfth fection of faid Act, it is
dire@ed, That all his Majefty’s fubje&s, trading, or intending to trade to

or



APPENDTIZX [G.] 37
or from Africa, upon the conditions aforefaid, be admitted to the freedom
of the faid company.

By the thirteenth fection of faid A&, the election of the faid com-
mittee men is direGted to be by fuch perfons, as have been admitted to
the freedom of the faid company, and free thereof one entire year.

If all his Majefty’s fubjec@s, without diftinction, paying forty fhillings
each, are entitled to be freemen of this company, as fome conteft ; how
happened it that London, Liverpool, and Briflol, were particularized, more
than York, Carlifle, and Gloucefter ? Needs there any argument to prove,
that it was, becaufe the #raders to Africa, of whom it was intended this
company fhould confift, were known to refide in the firft-mentioned
places, and not in the laft ?

The premiffes being confidered, can any thing be more evident, than
that it was the intention of the /giflature, that the perfons compofing
this company fhould be fuch, and fuch only, as were traders to or from
Africa; or that the committee men were intended to be chofen only by
fuch perfons as, trading to or from Africa, were immediately intercfted
in that choice, and in the conduc of the committee ? and, that, although
by fome unaccountable miftake in defcribing the perfons to be admitted
free of the faid company at London, the vague words intending to trade,
were inferted, as fet forth in the fifth fection of faid ac, not forefeeing
the mifufe that might be made of them, ftll as the defcription of the.
perfons to be made free for Liverpool and Briftol, is abfolute, and con-
fined to traders to or from Africa only, it is inconteftably clear that muft
have been the defign of parliament for all..

Yet fo it has happened, that for interefted and private purpofes, taking
advantage of the words intending to. trade, defligning men have found,
and ufed the means to render the influence of the merchants, »eally and’
truly trading to Africa, in the choice of committee men, of no effects,
for under colour of intending to trade to- Africa, (the contrary of which:
admits of no other proof than by inference from circumftances) and
generally even without that pretence, fuch numbers of perfons have been.
made free of this company, that 1425 names ftand now regiftered as free-

men thereof, for London alone; although it is a fa@ known, and no~
torious:
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torious to every perfon in the African trade, that the actual traders from
London to Africa, at this day, are not more than 50, at the uttermoft;
and that including them, the entire number of perfons, free of the faid
company, who have at any time fince the pafling the beforementioned
act, to this hour, been traders to or from Africa, from the city of Lon-
don, does not amount to more than 100.

It may throw fome farther light upon this fubje&, to obferve, that the

annual admiffion of freemen into the faid company, ftands by their books
as follows :

Ini1750 - 118 1760 - 2 1770 = 340
I - 20 I 14 I - 274
2 - II 2 - I5 — —
3 = 2 4 - 8 Yrs. 2 614
4 - 6 4 -~ 4 - =
5 = 2 5§ = 71
6 - 2 6 - 111
7 = 9 7 - 163
8 - o 3 - 226
9 - I 9 - 24
Yrs. 10 171 Yrs. 10 640
~ Firft Ten Years, —_ —_ 171
Second Ten Years, _ — 640
Laft Two Years, —_— — 614
Total — —_ — 142§

S————g

That of the 274 made free in the year 1771, no lefs than 194 were
made free in one day, 7. e. the 2d of July in that year, for the obvious
purpofe of influencing the eletion in 1772. And of the whole 274,
#ot ten were, or are Traders to Africa.

Upon a farther inveftigation of the names of perfons entered as free-
men from London, it appears that among them there are about twenty
members of the Houfe of Commons, eighteen Eaft India dire&ors, fix
counfellors, ten attorneys, five phyficians, five furgeons, twelve flock
brokers and ftock jobbers, eighteen tradefmen of the company ferving

them
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them with goods, (one of which is the hon. gentleman that oppofes the
prefent bill) four that are or have been their fecretaries or clerks, thirteen
merchants clerks, many Cuftom Houfe clerks, Eaft India company’s
clerks, fome not yet of age, great numbers made free without their
knowledge and without their expence, cheefemongers, journeymen
weavers, {hoe-makers, taylors, barbers, alehoufemen, paftry-cooks, pa-
viors, and in fhort almoft every denomination of the loweft mechanics
and tradefmen, exclufive of near four hundred perfons, of whom, after
a very particular enquiry, even the occupations eannot be known, and of
whom the refidence was fo very obfcure, that at the ele®ion in 1771,
when the number of freemen was only 1043, near two hundred letters
were returned to the candidates from the poft office, as addrefled to
people who could not be found. '

That fuch could be the perfons intended by the legiflature to compofe
the company of merchants trading to Africa, requires an equal degree
of folly to conceive, and affurance and abfurdity to maintain.

Liverpool did in the year 1771 fend out thips and goods to the coaft
of Africa, fufficient for the purchafe of 29,250 negroes, and the num-
ber of freemen for that town was 88. Londsn fent out fhips and goods.
for the purchafe of 8ooo negroes only that year, yet the number of free-
men for that city is 1423.

"To point out by whom, and for what corrupt ends thefe iniquitous
meafures have been ufed, or for what fordid purpofes they are now de-
fended, is a tafk too invidious for the writer of this letter to engage in,
unlefs the public fervice may hereafter require it ; in that cafe you will
hear again from, Sir, your moft humble fervant,

A MERCHANT.

The following LETTER S appeared {oon after.
Briftol, April 25, 1772.
IN the LEpGER of the 22d of this month, Iread a letter figned a
MEeRCcHANT, fetting forth, in fome degree, the importance of the African
trade, and the abufes of the a&s of parliaments relative to it, particu-
larly in the eleCtion of African committee men for London. He might

alfo
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alfo have mentioned Briffo/ and Liverpool. 1 with the Merchant, whe
feems to underftand the fubjed, (as far as relates to fats in England)
had entered farther into the matter, and told the public the great abufes
every day practifed by the governors, or chiefs of the forts on the coaft,
to the great detriment of the fair trader : 'That the valuable trade on the
Gold Coaft will certainly be loft to the Britith merchant, and the forts
totally ruined, unlefs fome good regulations take place foon: That the
forts, fuch as they are, fervants, flaves, and foldiers, (thefe laft are kept
in a moft wretched ftate) are all, and bave been for fome time paft,
according to their feveral abilities, employed for the emolument of a few
people, who command at the forts, and their friends in London. I
have been feveral voyages to that part of the world, and know thefe
things ; but it would be impolitic in me to let my name be known at
prefent, for obvious reafons; as I purpofe to make another voyage. The
people who now monopolize the cream of the Gold Coaft trade, have
the public ftock to trade upon. The forts which coft the nation, to the
old royal African company, upwards of 100,000l. ferve them as houfes
and warchoufes without rent; the fervants, as well whites as blacks,
are all employed as their agents, and factors, to buy up the flaves, gold,
&c. without wages. By thefe great advantages they can deal at leaft 20
per cent. on better terms than the merchant adventurer, who has all thefe
neceflary conveniences to provide, at a very great expence. Nay, I fhall
venture to {ay, the public-money granted annually by parliament, 1 3,000l.
{which I fee by the votes is augmented this year to 15,400l.) as it is ma-
maged, militates againft the fair trader, which it was originally intended
toferve, by keeping the forts in a refpectable condition. This public-money
1s invefted in prime goods, fuch as is ordered, and wanted for the better
affortment of the trading chiefs, who divide the cargoes among them-
felves, and in thameful proportions, immediately on the arrival of the
ftore-thip, or fhips; this divifion, they fay, is to pay them the advance
they are in for the public. By fuch artful fchemes of keeping the com-
pany in debt, which need never be, (and I fuppofe but few of the free-
men of the company know they are liable to) they endeavour to fan&ify
their proceedings. I have no ill-will to any man on the coaft, yet I think

3 it
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it my duty, as a good fubje& and free trader, to throw in my mite of
knowledge, as it may poffibly draw the attention of fome one man in
power to lend his aid towards reforming and regulating, perhaps, the moft
ufeful and beneficial commerce this nation now enjoys, 'confidering it in
all its views.—It employs great numbers of our poor manufalurers, and
our colonies cannot exift without negroes.

The legiflature, I obferve, is taking much pains to regulatc the India
company and their affairs. Query, whether the African trade is not of
more folid advantage to the nation, than the Eaff India trade, or might
be made {o?

The Eaft Indies produce a great deal of partial riches, which has an
evident tendency to overturn our happy conftitution; whereas the Afri-
can trade diffufes, like gentle thowers, its kindly benefits throughout all
the Britith dominions; I am a {peculative man, though now a feaman,
and could enlarge on this copious {ubject.

What I have now committed to paper, are the ferious genuine thoughts
of an honeft tar, without order or method. If you, Mr. Printer, think
proper to publith them in your ufeful paper, perhaps they may do fome
fervice to my king and country at this critical time.

AFRICANUS.

N. B. The legiflature thould fend balf-pay-officers to govern and keep
the forts in a refpectable condition. They are bred to acquire honour,
not riches by trade. Such a regulation need not coft the public a penny
more than the prefent allowance. An honeft, fenfible, difinterefted com-~
mittee have power to do much good.

London, Ffune 4, New Llpyd's.
HAVING much time upon my hands, I went frequently to the
houfe of commons this feflions, to get fome knowledge of what the
guardians of the nation’s welfare were doing, for the fervice of the
public; and to gratify my curiofity with the fight of fome men, whofe
condud in parliament I have read of in the Weft Indies, where I have
a plantation, that maintains my family in England with comfort, not

fplendour.
G Amongft
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Amongft the other important bufinefs of the houfe, was brought in a
bill to regulate the African trade of the Gold Coaft, which drew my at-
tention more particularly, as all the flaves on my plantation are from that
part of Africa, which certainly produces the beft ; for, being inured to

““labour in their own country, they can work on our {ugar-canes immedi
ately after their arrival. I took fome pains to enquire what the real de-
fign-of the bill was, and alfo to know the grievances complained of, as
1 might be affected by it. I foon learnt fufficient to with the bill might
pafs, as, in my opinion, it tended to lower the price of {laves, but was
much furprized, as well as hurt, to find it did not. I have {ince conti-
nued my inquiries after fa&s, and think the knowledge I have got, from
African captains of thips and others very converfant in the trade, may
be of fome ufe to the ignorant, who meddle in thefe matters. There~
fore I venture, for the firft time, to put my thoughts in print. I hope
this effay may be well received, as it is well intended; I know no party,.
nor am Iinterefted a penny in the African trade.

In the firft place, though I am a freeman of the African company (it
is not neceflary to fay how I became fo) and was made to vote at the latt
election for committee-men as a tooly, 1 am now fure I did wrong,
through furprize and ignorance, as the a& of parliament exprefly fays,
none but aétual traders, and Juch as intend to trade to Africa, are eligible
to vote for committee-men ; therefore, as I neither trade or intend
to trade, I fhall not vote again, though I am interefted in the profperity
of the trade eventually, by the purchafe of negroes annually from the
traders for my plantation, and this I with to do on low terms. But as
the affairs under the dire@ion of a committee are now managed, I
defpair of getting any Gold Coaft flaves again, on reafonable terms, un-
lefs fome regulation takes place. From the information I have had, it
is very clear to me, that the public money granted annually by parlia-
ment, for keeping the forts in refpectable repair, is employed to very dif-
ferent purpofes; and the forts, which ought to be open for the fafety
and protection of all Britith traders and their effe@s, are moncpolized,
and ufed entirely by the governors and their creatures to carry on an €x-.

tenfive trade for themfelves, and their conne@ions in the committee at
London. | The
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The convenience of the public money being vefted in the beft goods
at the defire of thofe governors, their living rent free, having fervants of
all forts without wages, or charge of maintenance—nay, having (alaries
from the public for doing worfe than nothing, (bufinefs for themfelves
exprefly againft the laws) the free merchant certainly cannot trade within
20 or 2§ per cent. with thofe people, as #bey can afford to give 41, upon
aflave more than the merchant adventurer, who muft hire places on fhore
to tranfadt their bufinefs, fervants, &c. at great charge,’ befidé the vaft
expence and delay of their thips, which muft lie by and rot, till thefc
monopolizers fhips are firft ferved, and get away. This being the cafe,
I cannot expect flaves again at-a reafonable price, until this iniquitous
fcheme is broke through: which muft be done by an a& of . the legifla-
ture, as I find the board of trade have not power to do any good in
this matter. They were applied to by petition of the principal mer-
chants in the African trade, fome time laft winter, wherein was fet
forth, that five men, who had alternately been committee-men for Lon-
don, had entered into a written combination, to fupport, at a mutual -
expence, one another, and exclude all the other freemen from that office.
‘The anfwer the board of trade gave the merchants was, that, on confult-
ing their lawyer, they found the aés of parliament did not impower them
to grant the prayer of the petition (which was, to exclude thofe perfons
from ever being committee-men again). As thefe things are fo, I firmly
believe, the free trader to that part of Africa where the forts are muft be
materially injured, and the Weft India Plantersof courfe hurt, by being
‘obliged to pay an advanced price for their flaves.—Thefe combinations,
at home and abroad, have ftill a worfe tendency, as it puts the advance
price into the pockets of the black brokers, who are a very artful, indolent
people, and content themfelves with bringing fewer flaves to the water-
fide for fale, when they fee, by the folly of the white men, that they
can get as many goods zow for one flave as they ufed to get for two.

By what is here fet forth, the public muft fee, that I fuppofe a trad- '
ing connection fubfifts between fome of the African committee and
their governors on the coaft; this I certainly do, and I believe it can,
and will be made fully appear, when the miniftry have time to think

G2 about
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about the African trade, which I am fure is of more real advantage to
the nation than any of them feem to imagine. I confefs I {peak feelingly
as a Planter, and think this great commerce (which takes off about a mil-
lion and half value of our home manufacures annually) would be better
attended to, if there were a few nabobs amongft the traders, who ‘could
have influence at elections of members of parliament.

The acts of parliament relative to the African trade appear to me to be
made on a very liberal plan. A committee was inftituted, purely to fee
that the public money, annually granted, was laid out honeftly and fen-
fibly in keeping the forts in good repair, to aid the Britith merchant, and
to awe foreigners as well as the natives.—Tbe committec (who fhonld cer-
tainly by the fpirit and intention of the at be chofen by real traders) bave the
appointment of all the governors of the forts and other fervants. .

The legiftature has granted, fince the year 1750, upwards of 300,000l..
for repairing and keeping the forts in a refpectable condition. The en-
quiry fhould naturally be, has that money been employed properly, ac-
cording to the intention of government > What I have learned, and from
good authority, is, that there are but two or three of the eleven forts, viz.
Cape Coaft Caftle, and Annamaboe, that are in any fort of repair; the
others in a moft ruinous condition; and, I am well informed, would,
and ought to have been evacuated long fince, if they were not found
convenient to lodge a man or two to carry on trade for the chiefs.

The bill brought in by Sir William Meredith, and loft by inattention,
would not, in my opinion, have anfwered fully to the juft expe@ation of the -
fair trad'er, nor what he expected from it, asitonly meant to regulate the
ele¢tion of committee-men, which Sir William hoped would make the
fountain head pure,—as he fuppofed the attual traders would chufe ho-
neft, difinterefted, public-fpirited men, to manage the public money, and
cherifh the fair merchant.

Human nature, I'am forry to find it, is foeafily corrupted and blinded
by felf-intereft, that I think it beft to endeavour to prevent an evil, by
keeping temptation as much as poffible out of the way of individuals;
therefore, I am for having an act of the legiflature : for explaining and
amending all the former acts, I would fuffer no man in the public fer-

vice
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vice to trade for a penny on the Coaft ; norany but rea/ fraders and free-
men to vote at any future ele@ion for committee-men. Send regular
military gentlemen, of unblemifhed charaers, to command and have
the care of the forts ; many fuch, and now on half-pay, might foon be
found, thdt would thankfully accept of the appointments, for three years,
and then to be relieved by others: fending faGtors and writers, is abfurd,
as it is no trading company ; a ftorekeeper is neceflary, who fhould give
fecurity for the faithful diftribution of the ftores under the infpection of
the chief governor, who thould be a captain at leaft in his Majefty’s fer-
vice, to refide at Cape Coaft Caftle, and rank as major in Africa, with roool.
per ann. falary, and power to a& as a juftice of peace. The other forts
to be commanded by inferior officers on lefs falaries. There (hould be an
able engineer fent from the Tower, to have the immediate dire&ion of
the repairs of the forts. Such kind of regulation would be fenfible, and
effeGtually remove any jealoufy in the merchants, and need not coft
the public more than the prefent allowance. I throw out thefe hints
for others to improve upon.

I am told there are not lefs than fourteen hundred people who are made
free in London, to vote at the next election for African committee-men,
and not above fifty real traders amongft them, who, if the a& of par-
liament was properly underftood, have a right to vote. Shameful profti-
tution of an A& fo well intended ! Surely no gentlemar will vote that is
not an acual trader. Tools muft do as they are bid.—What can induce
men of any credit to take fuch unwarrantable fteps to get into the
management of public money? It furely cannot be the fmall falary
only—The men that will probably be chofen next month, and by
creatures of their own making, are, I am told, well known ; and I hope,
if chofe, will next winter be brought before the tribunal of the public,

to account for their condué ; I fhall bear a part in it as
A WEST INDIA PLANTER.

P.S. Why do not the real African merchants of London, Briftol,
and Liverpool, nominate and fupport three proper people, for each
place, to be their committee-men ; and inftruct thofe that are chofe,.

to make the neceffary regulations on the Coaft?

nay, require it of them,
That
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That there was folid grounds for what appeared in the papers was

plain from the following memorial. o8
,. London, Fune 11, 1772,

At a meeting of the fociety of Merchants trading to Africa from

this port,
Refolved,

That the memorial of the merchants of London trading to Africa,
prefented to the Rt. Hon. the Lords Commiffioners of Trade and Planta-
tions on the 17th of March laft, be publifhed for the better information of
the public touching the grounds of the faid bill;" and to prevent any
future mifreprefentation of them.

, To the PRIN T E R.

S IR,

N compliance with the above refolution I take the liberty to inclofe

you a copy of the memorial therein mentioned, and to requeft, by
order of the fociety, you will be fo obliging to publith the fame,
and am, S IR,

Your moft humble fervant,
No. 31, Bread-[lrect. JouN PETER DEMARIN.

To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations.
‘The Memorial of the Merchants and Traders to Afiica from the Port of

London, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed,

Humbly theweth, : '

T HAT by an act paffed in the 23d year of his late Majefty, entitled,
¢« An A& for extending and promoting the trade to Africa,” it was
among other things enacted, that all his Majefty’s fubjects who fhall
trade to or from any of the ports or places of Africa, fhall for ever here-
after be a body corporate and politick, in name and in deed, by the name
of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa.

That the direction and management of the affairs of the faid company
fhould be bya committee of nine perfons, to be chofen annually by fuch
of his Majefty’s fubjets, trading or intending to trade to or from Africa,

6

-
a8
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as fhould, upon payment of the fum of forty fhillings each, be admitted
freemen or members of the faid company, and free thereof for the fpace
of one year.

~ The a& alfo direts threc of the committee-men to be chofen by the
freemen of the faid company, who fhould be made free at Liverpool
three others by the freemen of the faid company, who fhould be made
free at Briftol ; and three others by the freemen of the faid company, who
fhould be made free at London.

And by the faid a&, the commiffioners for trade and plantations are
authorized and impowered, from time to time, in cafe any of the faid
committee-men fhall be guilty of any mifbehaviour, contrary to the true
intent and meaning of this a&, to remove any of the faid committee-men,
firft hearing them as to the truth of the charge againft them, and to give
notice to ele&t others, in the room or ftead of thofe fo removed.

In conformity to the intention of this a&, moft of his Majefty’s fubje@s
then trading to or from Africa, from London, Liverpool, and Briftol,
became freemen of the faid company at thofct‘places refpectively, and
proceeded to the eletion of nine committee-men, who agreeable to the
dire&ions of the faid a&, in.confequence of fuch choice, became invefted,
in behalf of the faid company,,of all the forts, caftles, canoe-men, caftle-
flaves, military ftores, &c. poflefled theretofore by the Royal African
company of England, together with the power of governing, main-
taining, and preferving the fame; the right of appointing all officers,
civil and military, that fhould be neceffary for thofe purpofes; and of
difpofing of fuch fums of money, as, for the purpofes aforefaid, govern-
ment thould think fit to grant, and which it has fince very liberally given.

In the fucceeding years many more of his Majefty’s fubje@s trading to
Africa, and among the reft, the far greater part of your memorialifls
became freemen of the faid company, reafonably hoping thereby to have
that influence in the choice of committee-men, that it was obvioufly the
defign of the legiflature, and neceflary to the good of the African trade,
they as traders to Africa thould have.

But fo it has happened, through the arts of defigning men, that neither
the votes of your memorialilts, nor thofe of all his Majefty’s {ubjects

trading
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trading to Africa from London, would be f{ufficient to procure the office
of committee-man of that port for any perfon, however fitly qualified ;
for under a pretence that thefe words of the faid act, ¢ Traders or in=
tending to trade to or from Africa,” prefcribed no limits, but that any
perfon, being his Majefty’s fubject, might and ought to be made free of
the {aid company, upon payment of forty fhillings each, to the ufe thereof ;
fuch numbers, without any regard to the diftin@ion of trading or in-
tending to trade to Africa, have been admitted to its freedom, that all
oppofition on the part of the real traders thither, to fuch iniquitous
proceedings, can be of no avail ; the aGtual traders free of the company
in this city not being more, as your memorialifts are well convinced,
having carefully examined the lift of freemen of the faid company for
London, publithed in July laft, than 100 at the moft, although the
number of perfons then free thereof appears by the faid lift to be 1043 ;
and there have been fince that time fo many more perfons made free, that
the total number of perfons pretending to have a right to vote for com-
mittee-men for London at the ele@ion for the year enfuing, is now in-
creafed to 1425; much the greater part of whom, fo far from being
African traders, are not even known to your memorialifts ; and of thofe
who are known to them, great numbers are evidently by their profeffions,
fuch as Counfellors, Attorneys, Phyficians, Surgeons, Stock-brokers, and
Stock-jobbers, not likely to be traders to or from Africa, or to have any
intention to trade thither; others they find to be tradefmen ferving the
company with the goods purchafed with the public money ; their
Secretary, and even their Porters ; perfons not yet of age, and of the
very loweft ftations in life, not made free at their own requeft, or at
their own expence; and fometimes even without their knowledge : and
with fo little difguife or pretence to any regard for the rights of your
memorialifts, or reverence to the laws, have fuch difqualified people been
made free, that your memorialifts are well informed a fingle perfon has
recently prefumed to fend in a lift of 160 names of people at one time,
that he defired might be admitted to the freedom of the faid company,
and has had them made free accordingly, although fcarce any of them
were legally qualified.

Your
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Your memorialifts have alfo authentic proof that the committee-men for
London, for the prefent year, Mr. James Johnfon, Mr. James Mill, and
Mr. Samuel Bean, did enter into an agreement on the rz2th of Sep-
tember, 1770, with Mr. James Boglé French, and Mr. Gilbert Rofs,
then committee-men for the faid port, in the following words :

¢« It is agreed between Mefl. James Johnfon, Gilbert Rofs, and James
Bogle French, together with Samuel Bean, and James Mill, that the
expences attending the laft African eletion, refpecting freemen, &c. fhall
be an equal charge between them: And it is further agreed by the
parties, that they fhall unite their whole ftrength upon the next and every
fucceeding eledtion, in fupport of three of the above, as ftipulated under-
neath, referving a right neverthelefs to Mr. Sam. Smith, as being one of
the candidates when his affairs admit of it, or he has made a refpectable
dividend to his creditors, Mr. Samuel Bean in that cafe having agreed to
relinquith to Mr, Smith. Signed,

JaMEs Jounson,
James BooLe FrRENCH,
GireerT Ross,
James Mivt,
SamurL Bean.”

Mamf'eﬁ]y feeking thereby through the moft corrupt means and
illegal combination to conftitute themfelves perpetual committee-men for
the port of London, in the moft dired violation of the rights of your
memorialifts, and others, the traders to Africa from that city, and to the
utter perverfion of a f{tatute framed on the moft liberal principles, and
tending to the greateft commercial advantages.

Your memorialifts therefore complain of the faid Mr. James Johnfon,
Mr. James Mill, and Mr. Samuel Bean', the prefent committee-men for
the port of London, for having done an a& fo fubverfive of, and preju-
dicial to, their rights, and thofe of all the traders to Africa from this
port, and for being guilty therein of mifbehaviour, contrary to the true
intent and meaning of the a& before in part recited.

And therefore pray that you will be pleafed to order them to be re-
moved from being committee-men any longer for the port of London,
and to direct that a new election of others in their room may be had

H under
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under fuch regulations as fhall prevent the repetition of fo flagrant an
abufe of the intention of the legiflature, and fo injurious to that trade,
the protection and extenfion of which were the great objeéts of its care.

Samuel Bainbridge Samuel Gift -~ Willham Barber
Alex. Stevenfon Samuel Smith Fobn Hamilton
Kender Mafon Gilbert Franklin F. Warner Phipps
Fames Tweed Arthur Fones Geo. Clarke

Ellzs Needbam Fobn Shoolbred Thomas Philpot
Fames Lone fohn Peter Demarin Fobn Barnard
Robert Sorfbie Anthony Bacon Sobn Townfon
Peter Boflock Chrifiopber Court William Hindley
Ben. Kenton William Wilfon Gerrard Teife
Swete Wood Hugh Connor Robert Vigne
_‘70/9}2 Macmillan William Wilton Michael Fames
Patt Power Charles Connor John Pickett
Robert Eyre Robert Macmillan Fames Hambrough
Miles Barber Henry Poole Nicholas Lutyens.

After this it would be an injuftice to a very eminent and very worthy
merchant, not to infert his vindicatjon of himfelf from having any hand
in fuch finifter practices as the committee-men’s agreement.  Their
making a fort of referve for his being of the committee was probably done
to keep him, if poffible, from expofing the improprieties in their condu&,
which they muft be fenfible he was well acquainted with ; and that it
was not with any real purpofe of ferving him he clearly thewed by cutting
off all poffibility of objection by the certificate of thofe gentlemen, who
had the infpe@ion of his affairs.—The following letter appeared in the
Public Advertifer :

SIR,

T HE fociety of merchants trading to Africa from this port
having publithed in your paper the memorial by them prefented
to the Lords of Trade and Plantations on the 17th of March
laft, relative to the abufes which have obtained in the choice of
African committee-men for fome time paft, and t}lere being in that
memorial fet forth an agreement, dated September 12, 1770, wherein

2 ' . Iam
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I am mentioned in fuch manner, that it may be fuppofed I was a party
thereto. In order to prevent any fuch mifapprehenfion, I think it
expedient 'to declare, that agreement was made without my knowledge,
and that I never bheard thereof until April 1771, when feveral of my
friends thinking it proper I fhould offer myfelf a candidate for the office
a fan African committee-man at the election then enfuing, I went to one of
the five gentlemen who had figned the agreement aforefaid to {olicit his vote
and intereft, having, as I imagined, reafonable ground for the expectation
of hoth from him in fupport of my pretenfions. This gentleman, to my
great furprize, told me he could not comply with -my requeft ; and upon
my prefling him farther, produced the agreement abovementioned as the
caufe of his refufal. I had no fooner read it than perceiving it was
prejudicial to my reputation, and injurious to the public in 1ts manifeft
defign, I expoftulated with him upan its contents, but to no purpofe ;
he replying, that in this cafe he would not go from his engagement, nor
could he give me any affiftance until, agreeable to the tenor of it, < I had
made a refpectable dividend to my creditors.” I confefs it appeared
a little extraordinary to me that thefe five gentlemen fhould be fo ex-
ceedingly careful of matters in which they were no way interefted.
Determined to ftrip off this mafk, I remonftrated that I could and fhould
have made a very refpetable dividend to my creditors, had not the
gentlemen infpeGtors into my affairs thought it proper, through un-
common friendthip and confidence in me, to fend out to Africa to affort
my ecffeits there, goods to a confiderable amount, purchafed with the
money appertaining. to my eftate, inftead of dividing it immediately
amongf(t the creditors, who had confented to their doing {o and invefted
them with the pewer neceflary for that end. That this might not reft
on my word alone, and to remove, as I thought, any objection, I applied
to the gentlemen appointed infpectors into my affairs, who, with their
accuftomed goodnefs, gave me the following teftimony in writing :

¢ Thefe are to certify whom it may concern, that Mr. Samuel Smith,
of the Old Jewry, merchant, as an act of juftice and prudence
towards his creditors, as well as his own family, ftopt payment ;
we, as principal creditors, at the defire of an unanimous general
meeting, took upon us the infpection and direGion of his affairs.”

' H 2 © ¢ On
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¢ On examining his books, which were fettled in a very few days, we
found every tranfaction regular and fair, and have not fince on farther
examinations found any errors.

Upon the balance of his affairs it clearly appears that he ought to
have, after paying all his debts, a very good fortune remaining without
taking into the account any profits arifing from his extenfive trade to
Africa. ; '

That he has more effe@s at his fettlements, and on board his thips
now at Africa and America, than will pay all his debts, which is acknow-
ledged by his partner Richard Brew, Efq; of Annamaboe, who intends
to fend off flaves fufficient for that purpofe in the courfe of this and
next year. ’ :

Being fatisfied of Mr. Smith’s integrity and good condu@, alfo of
the honour and honefty of his partner Mr. Brew, we (agreeable to the
powers invefted in us) have fent out upwards of 20,000l. value in
goods, &c. to affort the goods in his factories on the coalt of Africa,
which, together with 11,000l attually paid to creditors who had
fecurities, would have reduced his debts more than one half.

As Mr. Smith has aced with fo much honour, refolation, and
diligence, to do juftice to all the world, we think him eligible to hold and
exercife any employment of reputation and truft.

C. Bircy,
Tuaomas SuTToON,
RoBERT ALLEN,

Londom, April 30, 177 1. ALEXANDER ANDERSON,
MARTIN PETRIE,
CuarRLEs EasTgAaTE.”

One would have thought, after producing this certificate, every
objection or difficulty on the part of the five gentlemen who figned the
agreement would have been obviated and removed, but it had no fuch
effett.  They continued to fupport each other, and were the chief people
who oppofed my eleCtion laft year, for reafons beft known to fome of
themfelves, and more than gueffed at by the merchants concerned in the

African
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African trade, and by me, who have had the honour of being formerly
a member of the African committee for London and Briftol feveral

years. - Tam,
Your moft humble fervant,

Old fewry, Fune 30. SAMUEL SMITH.

[ H. ]

Extracts from a Pampblet publifbed by Mr. Tweed, a Gentleman who
refided upwards of Fifteen Years in Africa, which [hews the miferable
Condition of the Forts, the Arts of the Governors, and other Abufés

worthy attending to, on the Coaff.

Come now to a point which I hope will merit attention ; as I dare
I fay adminiftration, and the nation in general, have underftood it, and
looked upon it, in a very different point of view to what it really is:
I mean the fituation of the forts and fettlements on the Gold Coaft of
Africa. I am forry to fay, that they are in almoft every refpett a dif-
grace to the nation. They lie like a heap of rubbifh—a neft for filth and
vermin without influence, degraded and f{tigmatized, as mere
burlefques on fortification ; laughing ftocks for Europeans, and the deri-
fion of the natives. Inftead of fupporting the dignity of the nation, they
fully and difgrace it. The governors or chiefs, tamely and difpiritedly,
have fuffered Britith fubje&s to be grofsly infulted, nay flogged, under the
muzzles of their guns, in fight of their half-ftarved centries with arms in
their hands; and have bore the infults of the haughty natives, when with
menaces they dared them to refent it. And fo greatly difpirited are thefe
poor wretches of foldiers, that they are the next ftep to inanimate beings.
The poor pittance of putrid falt provifion which they are allowed, though
they pay very exorbitantly for it, contrary fo the allowance and mtention of
government, is fcarce fufficient to fuftain life ; and their meagre pitiful
countenances plainly indicate the fcenes of mifery and want to which
they are fubjected ; having often had the misfortune of being lorded over
by a fet of unfeeling beings, whofe hearts are fteeled againft fympathy,
and every other Chriftian or focial virtue. Wealth is the deity they

wor(hip ;
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worfhip; and do they only accomplifh that end, national honour,

. national intereft, or national influence, are quite beneath their confidera-~

tion. They receive a falary for doing their own bufinefs ; and the ware-
houfes, craft, and fervants of the public, are all fubfervient to their ends
and purpofes. From this géneral rule, there may, no doubt, be fome
exceptions ; but it is manifeft, and paft all contradi@ion, that it has been
too often the cafe; and it can eafily be made appear, that inftead of the
forts being in any degree {erviceable, or their chiefs affording any fuccour
to the Britith trader or interefls, they have, from their felf-interefted
views, been highly detrimental to it by obftruting the thipping in their
purchafes.

It will naturally occur to afk, from what means thefe complaints and
grievances arife, and under whofe care and management the African affairs
are conducted and carried on ? The anfwer of courfe muft be, that there
is a committee chofen by the merchants, who are by a& of parliament
admitted, for the more effe€ual extenfion of the African trade, on pay-
ing in to the committee’s fecretary forty fhillings, and half a crown for
perquifite.  The majority of fuffrages in this body conftitutes a commit-
tee-man : but though the intention is originally good, it is often like
other matters of the kind bafely {ubverted to finifter purpofes. For in-
ftance, a tooth-drawer or mountebank, on paying this paltry fum, be-
comes qualified to vote for whom he may be influenced, even for the or-
dinary of Newgate, or fexton of St. Giles’s, {hould they put up as candi-
dates: indeed, had ever either or both thefe perfonages been chofen,
their knowledge of Africa would only have proved tantamount to many
of the refpectable gentlemen who have filled that office; and, if we may
judge from their condu&@, would neither have expofed themfelves fo
much, or would have committed fuch arrant blunders. But to proceed—
This committee is to confift of three for London, three for Liverpool,
and three for Briftol. They are to fuperintend and manage all the affairs
relative to the public forts and fettlements in Africa (Senegambia ex-
cepted) and to give fuch direGions and orders to the governors and chiefs,
as may be condficive to the national interefts and credit abroad. They,
in confequence, are to indent for fuch ftores and goods as may be thought

need-
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needful to be {ent out, either as repairs or other maintenance of the forts ;
but it is an indifputable fa&, that thefe committee gentlemen have often,
nay generally, been connected with the governors and chiefs abroad, on
the trading {yftem ; by which means fuch a natural {ympathy has fub-
fited between them, that the fupplies have been wifely calculated for
very particular purpofes, as well as confiderable affortments fent over in
the fame bottoms, for which the public pay freight.

When parliament eftablithed the committee, it was enacted, that the
accounts relative to their difburfements fhould be audited before the Ex-

(.
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chequer; and alfo, upon proper notice by advertifement, they fhould
fubmit them to the infpetion of any number or committee of their con-
{tituents : but fo much has this valuable branch been neglected, that they
have been left to their own dire&ion, and have no doubt availed them-
felves of 1it.

Since the commencement of the prefent peace, our natural enemies
and rivals the French have been affiduous, and have ufed every piece of
chicane and low cunning, whereby to worm us out of the trade; by
infinuating to the natives, that if they could by any means get quit of
the Englith, they would put it on a very advantageous footing for zhem.
The natives very (hrewdly anfwered, that the Englith were the moft likely
to extirpate themfelves; becaufe, if they kept bidding upon each other,
they would foon over-do themfelves.

The Africans are in general crafty, cunning, great mafters of diffimu-
lation, fedulous in accomplithing their ends, volatile and bigotted in
their opinions, unftable in their friendfhips, treacherous where intereft
intervenes, dupes to luxury, great lovers and admirers of pomp and gau-
dinefs, though naturally mean in their difpofitions. They are prone to
paffions, very refentful ; but they would rather wait for a fair opportu-
nity to be revenged on their adverfary, by taking an advantage, than to
afford him a fair chance. They are almoft generally and naturally thieves,
though they are loth to be difcovered ; but, what is rather remarkable,
when matters are put under their truft, they in common prove faithful.

The management of the Governors of the Iorts merits attention :
The governor of Cape Coaft having a falary of Eool. per annum, the

oover-
DO\ e
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governor of Annamaboe 4ool. and the other chiefs 100l. each, which

they pick and cull out of the primeft, and moft commanding articles, -
{fent out by the committee, on which they trade for themfelves, and the
governor of Cape Coaft always having contrived in the courfe of the
year to bring the public in his debt, by charging repairs for the forts, and
other etceteras, as alfo for arrears paid to his predeceflor, which fwallows

up almoft the whole fupply fent out in the annual fhip by the committee ;
and this they urge as fome excufe for trcating the inferior fervants
ill, by paying their falaries in refufe goods, and often employing the
clerks, ferjeants, nay even the foldiers of the forts, to a& for them in
the inland parts, and by their influence with the natives, prefents made,

and other machinations, they obftru¢t and intercept the purchafes of the

thipping, and the regular courfe of trade ; while the poor unhappy foldi-

ers, inferior fervants, and low artificers are paid with the dregs of the

goods; by which they are barely able to purchafe a very {canty pittance

of the worft, and moft putrid forts of provifions ; thro’ which hardfhips

they fpin out the miferable reverfion of a life not worth enjoying, and

which rarely exceeds an annual period.

The thipping, being clogged with heavy outfits, wear and tear, inter-
eft of money, infurance, &c. are often obliged to pay the chiefs per-
haps from fifteen to twenty, nay twenty-five per cent. advance on all the
flaves they buy of them, notwithftanding they have little or any rifque,
and have fire, candles, lodging, and wathing, befides ware-houfes, la-
bourers, artificers, canoe-men, magazines, canoes, and every expence
of the fort found them at the public expence. Neither coarfe goods or
brandy fufhicient are indented for by the governors ; and part of the pro-
vifions which have been fent out, by apparently authentic intelligence,
have been fold to the Dutch for gold, which is the governor’s private
emolument, while the foldiers and inferior {ervants, are kept half the
year in a ftarving condition, their wages being paid them in goods that
have been bandied from fort to. factory, till they are in an unfaleable
ftate.  On what they can procure for thefe they muft live, or ftarve for
want; an alternative thocking to thought, and a difgrace to humanity.
The quantity of Englith brandy ordered out annually from the commit-

tee,
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tee, not being above 8 to 10,000 gallons, and the confumption at leaft
20,000, the furplus is found by the committee’s fervants ; for which they
pay themfelves out of the prime articles of the goods, charging at the
rate of f{ix fhillings per gallon for what cofls twenty pence, exclufive of
-another very advantageous brewery, which, if report (and I mean no
paltry report) is true, upwards of twenty per cent. is advantaged by it.
From this circumftance it is demonftrable to a certainty, that thereis a
lofs to the public annually, of upwards of fixteen hundred pounds.

The article of Portuguefe tobacco they alfo make a pretty advantage
of, as the committee’s fervants, and foldiers have been generally paid
one fourth part of their wages and falaries in it, and their flaves one half.

This tobacco, from authentic accounts, may and has been laid in from
Portuguefe fhips at about three pounds {terling per roll ; but when bought
with filefias or cowries, at about thirty-five fhillings per roll ; and the
governors of Cape Coaft have by their indents availed themfelves of this
circumfitance, having a falvo ready in excufe, that thefe articles were in-
tended for the Whydah fettlement. This tobacco, when it happens to
be a commanding article, is fold to the fervants and foldiers at two fhil-
lings and fix pence per fathom, or fix pounds five fhillings per roll, each
roll running from fifty to fixty fathoms. ‘This being purchafed with
public fupplies, brought on fhore by the committee’s canoes and f{ervants,
it would appear but reafonable, that the public thould reap the advantage
of all fuch bargains. On a fuppofition, that it would require five hun-
dred rolls per annum to f{upply all the forts, this might be purchafed
(communibus annis) for ‘cowries, at thirty-five fhillings per roll, which
will be about nine hundred pounds fterling for the whole ; and as it is
retailed to the fervants of every clafs at two fhillings and fix pence the
fathom, or fix pounds five fhillings the roll, amounting in the whole to
three thoufand one hundred and twenty-five pounds, Coaft currency, or
two thoufand two hundred and thirty pounds fterling, it will appear that .
upwards of one thoufand three hundred pounds flesling is annually loft to
the public on this article.

- Befides the articles of brandy and tobacco, the governors reap no in-

confiderable advantages from the long coarfe goods, as fuch are only adapted
I for
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“for purchafe of provifions, the prime forts, as has been pointed out, being
rendered fubfervient to more interefted purpofes. Now fuppofe we only
allow the fum of five hundred pounds fterling which might be faved, by
fending out coarfe goods in room of ftriped taffaties, pullicats, &c. where-
by they rival and overbid the fair trader; this, with the annual fums
which as before fpecified might be faved on the brandy and tobacco,
would amount toupwards of three thoufand pounds per annum faving to
the public ; which fum, I fhould humbly prefume, would be an objeé
well worthy animadverfionon the 'prefent {yftem, being, as can be proved,
founded on notorious facts, and the :calculation under what with truth
and propriety it might be earried to.

As I muft adopt two different methods, whereby to remove the evils
fo obvioufly fet forth, I thall firft begin with a fuppofition which, I think,
will be highly neceflary; that is, to put the forts in a proper repair ; this
apparently being the firft obje@ to be confidered. With regard to de-
fending and garrifoning them afterwards, military gentlemen would be
beft, as they have neither nataral, or we will fuppole any acquired ideas of
commerce, and, if fent out under préper reftritions and regulations,
think there appears no ill confequences to be dreaded from their inter~
fering in that refpe&; and confequently the flaves and other produces, !
now foreftalled and monopolized by the forts, would circulate among,
and be purchafed by the thipping and fair traders, at near twenty per cent.
cheaper. '

The troops garrifoning the forts fhould be relieved pun&ually every
three years ; and a tax might be laid on flaves and ivory, in order to aid
the payment of the military eftablifhment, and keep the forts in repair.
The military gentlemen could be fuppofed to have no intrigues with the
natives relative to trade, nor would make ufe of any chicane, whereby
to worm the fhipping or fair trader out of it; at the fame time they
would fettle and compromife any difputes between their white people and
the natives, with more impartiality and candour than people whofe felf
views in every refpe&t have influenced the conduét, and who have been
rather. apt to foment than to fupprefs difturbances and jealoufies. The
captain general or commander in chief might be invefted with all the

6 powers
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Pq}We__rs\ofl a juftice of the peace, and have. a true and authentic journal
kept of all the tranfactions, civil as well as military, which may occur;
copies of which, fhould be tranfmitted, figned by him, to the fecretary
of war, and of trade, or to fomeg of the fecretaries of flate.

- From the defence.private traders would receive from the military, and
on. which they could rely, they would be induced to fettle, and extend
their trade; as from them they might expect fome fuccour; whereas
from the committee, and their {ervants, they have too often experienced
the perverfion of their fchemes, and fubverfion of their trade in general.

‘On every emergency the forts, while under military government and
dire@ion, would be more properly defended, the nation’s honour and
reputation would appear with mote confpicuous eclat, the perfons and
effects of adventurers would be better fecured and protected, and they
would on all occifions have the chance of receiving more affiftance from
the military gentlemen, than any other. '

A military force would awe the feamen and natwes into a more
regular and implicit obedience than the prefcnt civil eftablifhment could
do; and would prevent miutiny and: defertion among the fhips crews,
which o frequently happen, and prove deftruftive to voyages in that
country.

His majcﬁy s troops, from being well fupplied w1tb provifions, well
clothed, kept clean, and properly exercifed, would continue more vigorous
and healthy, and in ficknefs would be better fupplied with medicines
and nourithment, than a fet of unhappy creatures, who experience
nothing but mifery, rags, ftinking provifion, and unwholfome liquors ;
by which means, I am well informed, that near forty out of forty-cight
foldiers have perithed from the beginning of March to the end of
May 1770. But this {hould not alarm or deter the troops, as the climate
on the Gold Coaft is in general wholfome, only the mifconduct before
{pecified accounts for the great and fudden mortallry of the people,
iwhich cataftrophe might in future be much alleviated, as the country
produces excellent fith, poultry, and other frefh provifions, as alfo greens,
fruits, and roots of a falubrious and refrething nature.

Should thefe affertions have any weight, and be adopted, I am

convmced matters would be much altered for the better to what they
12 now
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now are, and fome {mall tax on the purchafes of the thipping might
be laid towards maintaining the forts.

All orders for years paft, fent from the committee, are not only loofely
worded, but they leave their {ervants to explain the a&s of parliament in
fuch manner, as may conduce to their own private ends and purpofes,
confequently- they have been quite difregarded, a&s of parliament have
been fet afide, and thefe gentlemen have acted as if fubordinate to no
reftri¢tion, regulation, or controul. '

, i ; The ruinous fituation of the windward trade is obvious, flaves being

ow purchafed there at upwards of double the price to what they were
in the year 1756. Numbers of lives have been loft by boats and veflels
being cut off, and their crews wantonly butchered by the natives with
impunity, aided and affifted by a fet of white renegadoes, who have
abandoned their country, and relinquithed every degree of honour,
honefty, and order. :

The great and principal bane to the windward trade has been the
French contracts for negroes fince the peace, as the Englith contraGor
was, by the agreement ftipulated, laid under a heavy penalty on de-
murrage of the French fhips; by which means he was drove to the
neceflity of fending craft into every river and creek in the country, in
order to procure flaves at any, if ever fo extravagant, a price ; of which
the natives foon difcovered how to avail themfelves. The other thips in
the trade were confequently obliged to follow the fame rules, by which
the natives became enriched, of courfe haughty and infolent, the fthip-
ping made ruinous and deftrultive voyages, fometimes fo far as finking
the whole; the feamen by going up the rivers, confequently expofed to
the fcorching heat of the fun by day, and the chilly ftinking fogs by
night in thefe unhealthy and inhofpitable regions, foon loft their lives,
and the nation was deprived of a number of hardy brave fellows, who, if
preferved, might have proved of infinite fervice to their fovereign‘and

benefit to their country.
This branch of trade, if under proper regulations, might prove very

ferviceable and beneficial to the nation.  As there are a great many very
populous empires and kingdoms extended along the coaft, and reaching
above fix weeks journey inland, thefe diftricts are governed by princes of

a warlike
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a warlike and atchieving turn, confequently a number of negroes and
other commodltles muft come to market, and would greatly conduce to
the confumptlon of our manufaQures, at the fame time that, by contracts
with foreigners being abolifbed, and our trade carried on in our own
bottoms, and imported into our own colonies, we fhould {oon bid fair
for being the principal, if not. the only exporters of any note; and
~foreigners muft apply to us in a courteous manner, for the African
- produces of various forts. The contratts with the French em}vfoyed
feveral hundred tons of their thipping, confequently, muft have been very
detrimental to this maritime country. The French officers and [eamen
became well acquainted with all the foundings, harbours, and conveniencies of
the country, and by their artful infinuations, tinfel prefents, and {ly
fcrutinies, they became acquainted with and favourites of the natives,
taking that opportunity to pave the way againft a future day, when they
thould throw off the mafk, and becomé adventurers themfelves.
I fhall here give a brief abftrac of the terms, on which the contraéts
were formed, and fubmit it to public confideration.
A. contra&s with B. for (we will fuppofe) fifteen hundred negroes,
deliverable in twelve months, at four different periods, and at the ftipu-
-+ lated price of 221. fterling for every merchantable negro; two- tlnrds of
thefe to be males, one-third females. R
On the delivery ‘of three hundred and fifty negroes the aflortment will
run one hundred and twenty prime men, not to exceed twenty-f{even years
of age, as near as can be judged ; eighty boys, four feet four inches and
upward ; thirty-four boys, from three feet ten inches to four feet three
inches ; feventy women, not to exceed twenty-four years of age, according
to the judgment of the parties ; twenty-five women girls, that is, be-
tween women and girls ; twenty-one girls, from four feet to four feet
three inches. In cafe A. cannot fulfil this agreement, he obliges himfelf
to pay and account for to B. gl. fterling for every flave he falls thort in the
ftipulated number. The thip which B. fends to receive thefe three
hundred and fifty negroes, is by agreement to remain two calendar montis
on that part of the coaft, where the parties agree to fend her ; during
which time, fhould not B. be able to furnifh the ftipulated quantity of ne-
I groes,
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groes, before the expiration of the two months after. the thip’s. arrival, the

- fhip muft lie at the rate of 30l. fterling per diem demurrage: and for the.

ratification of the general terms, and conditions of the ~agreement, the par-.
ties become bound in the penalty of 5000l. fterling. :

From this it is obvious, that the Englith contra&or muft furmfh thc,
flaves at any advanced price, rather than incut the -penalties ftipulated.
To defcend to a particular circumftance, which may ferve to illuftrate.the,
matter; in the year 1763, negroes could be purchafed for fixty to feventy.
bars, on an average; one cargo in particular was laid in at fifty-four, bars,
confifting of two hundred and elghty to three hundred and forty flaves :
whereas, from the before {pecified caufes, they have, fince that period, rofe
to the amazing price of one hundred and ‘twenty bars; which is almoft
one hundred per cent. in the {pace of feven years.

To remedy this let it be ordered, Firft, ‘That thc captains of -hijs
majefty’s thips who fhall be fent on that ftation, fhall be direGed to
enquire of the agents of Bance ifland, in the river Sierra Leon, and of
the mafters of fuch fhips as: may be then trading on that part of thg
coaft, the names, places of refidence, and chara&ers of all the white
refidenters in the country, and to confult with them, who are, and who
are not, detrimental to the trade; as there are fome of probity and worth
among them, it would be unfair to put them on a level : after this
fcrutiny, let them be commanded 7z Ass mafefly's name, and as his Jubjeéts,
to repair on board the king’s thip, and be made acquainted with the re-
folutions, to which they muft be obliged to pay the moft ftri@ compliance.,
And as it is probable they will urge the neceflity of fome time to fettle
their affairs, and realize their effects, I would propofe; that this indulgence
fhould be made to extend fo far as the exigency of their affairs, upon pro=
per proof, would require : and to leave hoftages for their removal againft
the time appointed. The hoftages, thould they not be redeemed before
the king’s thip departs, tobe put in charge of the agents of Bance ifland,
or on board fuch fhip or {hips, as will fee the agreement punctually ratifi-
ed, otherwife thefe hoftages (whom we will admit to be a part {laves)
{hall for the firft tranfgreffion of their principal, be mdu]ged with. two

months
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months grace but, if not properly releafed in that txme, to be confifcated,
and their value appropriated to public ufe.

Secondly, As it is prefumptxve, that the natives will endeavour to
fcreen and proted the white men in their feveral diftrits, the white men
being fome of them their pandars in villany, the men of war muft in that
cafe ftop fome of the natives who are freemen of either that nation or fome
nation adjoining, which will procure the delivery of the white men, on
telling the natives, thar king George bas demanded, and muft bave bis
people..

Thirdly, Tt would be highly neceffary to have a tenable well built fort

on cape Sierra Lieon, where nature has already done a great part of the
work, and where wood, ftone, and other materials, would with eafy labour
be got near at hand to carry‘onthe works; while the Oyfter banksof Com-
matanka, but a fmall diftance off, would fupply fhells whereof to
inake lime. This fort might be eafily garrifoned. by part king’s troops
and black men ‘trained to arms, and might be fo conftrucied, as to
¢ommand the channel into the river, as the thips muft come within two
or three mufquet fhot of it; at the fame time that it would fcour the
woods, and prevent the approach of an‘enemy on one fide, while the
othier face and baftions would prevent any of their thips from advancing
or landing from ‘the fouthward-
- Fourthly, T would propofe that this fort thould be commanded by
a chief governor and deputy, with ‘a fecretary, clerks, and warchoufe-
keeper ; a proper engineer, with mafons, artificers, and labourers, to caity
" on ‘the works; and ‘the governor and principal officers to have gentecl
falaries, fufficient to maintain them without trading.

The warehoufes and flave-rooms fhould ferve as fafe places for the
thipping, and other adventurers 'to lodge their goods in ; and all dil-
putes between white people and the natives, fhould be fettled and ad-
jufted, by the interpofition and miediation of the governor and officers of
the fort.

Fifthly, The governor of the fort thould be allowed at all times, to
purchafe rice and other provifions, and {hould fell what overplus could be
fpared from the ufe of the fort, ‘to the thipping, on being allowed cither
a commiffion or reafonable profit on the fame.

Sixthly,
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Sixthly, That every thip trading within one hundred leagues, and every
other adventurer within that diftri&, fhould pay ten thillings fterling, on
every flave they purchafe, and five thillings on every hundred weight of
wory, which fhould alfo go towards the maintenance of the forts, &c.
and fhould be paid in bills drawn on the thip’s hufband by the refpe@ive
captains or purfers.of the fhips there trading, to the order of fome perfon
or perfons in England, appointed to receive and manage the fame; and the
captains fo to bargain with the natives, as to make them allow this tax
in the price of the commodities. Bance ifland, being a fortified fettle-
ment, to be excluded in every refpect from thefe taxes, or other regula-
tions, except what may affe¢t the prices and police neceflary in trade,
which will be the advantage of the place to obferve. -

Seventhly, That every mafter of a trading veflel, on finithing his trade,
fhall furnith the governor with a true account of his purchafe in flaves,
vory, camwood, &c. fpecifying the time he has lain on the coaft, the
.average prices every article has coft him, and the number of men he may
have loft by mortality or otherwile ; all which to be tran{mitted, figned
by the governor, to the board of trade, and if needful fubmitted to public
infpection. The thip’s name, the port fhe belongs to, and the thip’s
hufband’s name fhould alfo be fpecified, and an account fent home twice
every year. By this means, the board of trade, and the nation in general,
would have it in their power to difcern, with fome degree of certainty,
what advantage it would be of, and adventurers would be able to regulate
their meafures accordingly.

Cape Sierra Leon lies in as healthy and pleafant a fituation as is to be met
with in Africa. The river abounds with various kinds of delicious fith,
the forefts yield great variety of lafting and ufeful timber, tropical fruits,
palm wine and oil ; and the oppofite thore of Bullom furnithes rice, poul-
try, greens, roots, and fruits in great abundance, fome goats and fheep,
as well as plenty of deer, wild hogs, and buffaloes, which are alfo to
be found on the mountains of Sierra Leon—— Lions, tygers, jackalls,
and elephants abound in the woods, but feldom prove offenfive in the
fettlements. At the fort they might raife hogs, poultry, and cattle in
abundance, and jack-affes might be brought from the Cape de Verd iflands,

to
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to bring ftone, fand, and materials to the fort. On the whole, it isa
place naturally fituated for a protection to fhipping and ‘trade;, which
might be extended under a fafeguard mUchAfurth.er, and tb;grea;tcr- advan-
tage than it has ever yet been. In war-time particularly, it would be
highly ferviceable, as upwards of two hundred fail of fhipping might an-
chor in good ground under fuition of the fort, and be {fupplied with good
water and other conveniencies from the fhore.

As to the province of Senegambia, T thall only beg leave to make onc
remark regarding that fettlement, and I think it is a very ftriking one.
The wife {cheme of government to fecure the gum trade, - fo ufeful in our
manufadtures, has been in a great meafure defeated by- the avarice of felf-
interefted men, who have fent gum from Senegal directly to foreign mar-
kets, and have imported foreign: gobds from foreign ports, .co'ntrary to
act of parliament, and to the great-detriment of the fair trader. Thefe
are well known faé&s, and which may be eafily remedied in future.

My obfervations I have made from an experience, refulting from al-
moft twenty years connetion with that country, fixteen of which, all
but three months, a refident in it.

I thall now conclude with only obferving, that whatever adminiftra-
tion or body will exert themfelves in redrefling the fatal inconveniencies
to which the tradeis fubje&ed, will merit the applaufe and good withes
of their cotemporaries and fellow fubjects, as it will be the means of
giving bread to thoufands, and an advantage to pofterity.

I hope (before I die) to fee fome great man in power, who will make
the immenfe continent of Africa his ftudy, from whence commercial
advantages may arife to Great Britain, far beyond our prefent imagina-
tion; but this fubjet would be a volume of itfelf.

KR Letters
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Letters from Richard Brew, Efy; to feveral Merchants at Liverpool, pointing

out the abufes of the Commaittee and z‘/vezr Servants, and ‘uzﬂamg Jfor another
Efablifbment. '

Caftle Brew, Aizizama&oe, Fuly 1, 1770.
GENTLEMEN,

Am much pleafed to find by your letter of the 28th of February, that

the African merchants of London, Briftol and Liverpool, have at laft
taken the alarm, and feem determined upon fuch alterations as will put
this once valuable trade upon a more eligible footing than it has hitherto
been.

In my laft to you upon African affairs, I promifed to furnith you with
fome more hints, relating to the prefent eftablithment, and will now en-
deavour to illuftrate a few of the moft ftriking; to convince you how ne-
ceflary a change in the prefent fyftem is towards preferving this trade to
the Britifh Nation, and putting the forts and fettlements upon a more re-
{pe&able footing. ‘

From the commencement of the prefent fyftem of government, in the
year 1750, to Oober 1763, when Mr. Bell quitted the Coaft, I dare
venture to affirm, there has not been lefs than thirteen thoufand flaves pur-
chafed and fold at Cape Coaft Caftle, and from O&ober 1763, when Mr,
Mutter commenced governor, to the prefent July 1770, I will alfo take
upon me to fay, there has not been five hundred flaves purchafed at that
place; a melancholy circamftance ! that the trade of our principal fettle-
ment on the Gold Coaft fhould be fo thamefully negleCted and reduced
in fo fhort a fpace of time, and that, by the fupinenefs (not to call itby a
worfe name) of our late governors, our Dutch neighbours thould be fuf-
fered to engrofs {o confiderable a part of this valuable trade.

As you will be naturally led to aftk why thofe gentlemen fhould neg-
le& their own intereft, and not ufe all the means in their power to im-
prove their fortunes by fair trade, I will take upon me to give you the
only and true reafon.

When a gentleman fucceeds to the government of Cape Coaft, hls for-
tune feldom amounts to more than 1500 or 2000l. and this fum with his

emoluments
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¢moluments as governor, he finds barely fufficient to defray the contingent
expences, and furnifhings of tobacco, rum, &c. for the firftyear; and in-
deed thofe expences have been {o enormous for thefe feven years paft, that
great as the emoluments'of the governors are, they have been {carce fufhi-
cient to fupport the forts, from the failing of one committee’s fhip till the
arrival of another : therefore, as it is plain their capitals are not fufficient
to carry on trade, and to defray ‘the exceflive expences of the forts and
buildings, which are and have been carrying on for thefe laft feven years,
one or the other muft be given up ; and as it is notorious every governor
of Cape Coaft makes at leaft zo00l. fterling certain, by his furnifhings
and other no lefs thameful methods, we are not to wonder that he pre-
fers thefe methods to trade, which is attended with trouble, rifque, and
expence, and the event is often precarious ; befides it has been the practice
of every governor for: thefe feven years paft, to inveft every fhilling he
could poflibly fpare (from his furnifhings, before mentioned) into up
country, or what we call Duncoe flaves, which are immediately put on
the works, and the public cha"ored 2], per‘annmum for each'; {o'that it is
impoflible “to “exped trade can ‘ever flourifh again at Cape Coaft, whilft
the governors are permitted to interfere, directly or indirectly, with the re-
pairs or buildings, which may bc found neceflary from time to time to be
carried on.

A proper engineer with a handfome falary, a fuPncxent number of
furveyors and affiftants {hould be fent out, all under his direction, and the
whole management of thefe affairs entrufted to him.

Since the fpirit of engineering firt feized our governors, they have
pulled down many buildings which, if timely attended to and repaired,
would have ftood many years to come, and have built other works, fome
of which are fo vilely conftructed, that they are tumbling down already,
and have been propped up thefe three years paft ; they have enlarged the
caftle by near a quarter, are now building a horn work on the rock Ta-
bra, part of which they have taken into the old fort ; in fhort {o many
additional works have been, and are ftill to be carried on, that I queftion if
twelve years will compleat what is now planned out, and to w hat pur-
pofe, except to make the fortunes of four governors more, I cannot di-

K 2 vine.
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vine. The works of CapeCoaft Caftle are.already, fo extenfive, that they
would take at leaft five hundred men to defend them, and yet there is not
a decent room in the Caftle for a firanger; except the governor parts with
his, nor a room for a gentleman in the garrifon,. that is wé,ter_tight ina
hard fthower of rain, and yet thefe gentlemen'are all profefled engineex'é,
and will talk of a baftion, ravelin, horn work, covered way, &c. with as
much facility as either a Vauban, or a Cochorni, Talk toa'governor.aboyt
trade, he tells iyou;he does not trouble his head about it 3 that he makes |
more money by pulling down an old wall, than by buying or fe]]mo one

“hundred flaves. ey ' e )

I am much obliged to-you for the copy of the committee’s letter to
the governor and cousicil at CapeCoatt relating to the.factories 5 theletter
is certainly a wvery proper one, and well calculated to remedy the evil
complained ‘of, but thefe gentlemen pay no more regard to any thing
which is wrote them by the committee; than if they were Lords-para-
mount of the whole eoaft of ‘Africa..~ . - S e tages

The committee, by prohibiting their 1ervants from {hlppmg oﬁ" ﬂaves
on their own accounts, imagined they had fallen upon the moft effectual
method to reftrain and keep them within due bounds, but experience has
thewn ' us -the contrary; as the annual fhip, rand many others; carry off
annually great numbers of flaves ; fome in a private manner, others in the
face of mankind, bidding defiance to all laws and regulations eftablithed
by the committee ; and others again, under the denominations of dead
men’s effeCts. ) .

Since the forts were vef’aed in the commlttee, it is well known, that
every governor who went home realized his fortane in flaves, notwith-
ftanding all orders and reftrictions to the contrary : permit me, therefore,
to afl you, if it be of any confequence to the Britith merchant, whether
thefe flaves are thipped off in June or Jdnuary, this year or the next, fo as
they are permitted ‘to fend them off at all; and whether it does not
appear, that this door was left open on purpofe to ferve their private ends,
as I can name more than one (and thefe the moft active and oldeft ftanders)
in thé committee, through whofe hands the greateft part of the remit-
tances for thole very flaves have pafied.

- Whenever
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Whenever a governor is preparing to leave the Coaft, he diftributes his
goods amongft the chiefs of the beft trading forts, and gives them as good
a price, and a much greater affortment, than any mafter of a thip can
afford to do: upon this occafion, he launches out all the prime goods he
picked and culled out of the fupplies, fo that till the whole is difpofed of,
your fhips muft lie by, or your captains raife the price of flaves, to the
ruin of the trade and fair trader. A ftriking inftance of which we now
have at Whydah, where the governor is realizing his. fortune in flaves,
and has fent the furgeon of the fort up to. Annamaboe to agree with
a captain.of a fhip to go down there and carry him and his flaves to the
Welt Indies ; and he has accordingly agreed with Captain Hamilton, of
the Jamaica ftore thip, to go down to Whydah the beginning of June, to
carry the governor and one hundred and fifty {laves certain to the Weft-
Indies; fo that, till his purchafe is made, Captain Norris, of the fhip
Unity, ‘of Liverpool, (who is now there) muft lie by, or take up with
fuch flaves as he can get, as we are to fuppofe a gentleman will thip none
but the primeft, when they compofe the bulk of his fortune.

Iam éredibly informed, the committee have adopted a plan (fent them
by the governor and council here) for the building a new fort at Whydakh,
within the old one ; that materials are daily expe@ed, and bricks ordered
to be made at Whydah for that purpofe.

That fuch a propofal fhould come from the governor and council here
does not at all furprife me, as the governor for the time being will have
the furnithing of all contingencies till the building is compleated.
But that the committee thould implicitly give into fuch a meafure,
without firft confulting their conftituents, aftonithes me greatly.

It is notorious that the fort at Whydah fince the commencement of the
prefent eftablifhment has been of no manner of fervice to the Britifh
trade, notwithftanding it has coft the nation at leaft 20,000l to fupport
it, in that period of time.

The gentlemen of Liverpool have been the only adventurers from
England to Whydah fince the year 1750, and I fancy they have reaped
very little advantage from the fort, in all the voyages they have fuc-
ceflively made there fince ; they are obliged to hire factories in the town,

‘ to
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to lodge their goods and carry on their trade in ; they are alfo under‘the
necefiity to hire free people to carry their goods from the water-fide to
the town, (at leaft three miles) at an immenfe expence, and are frequently
robbed of great quantities of goods in the paffage by the very carriers ;
all which loffes they are obliged to put up with, as our governors there
have not influence fufficient with the King of Dahomy to procure the
leaft redrefs, even though they were ever {o well inclined to demand it.

Every body acquainted with this trade muft allow, that lodging mer-
chandize of any kind, efpecially liquor and gunpowder, in a thatched
houfe, is attended rwith a very great rifque ; {o great a one indeed, that
I am informed, Governor Dalziel afked Captain Norris of the Unity
ten per cent. to infure his faGtory during his ftay there ; how true this is
I cannot pretend to fay, however Captain Norris will, no doubt, clear up
this point on his arrival in England.

By perufing the Whydah accounts I believe you will find there are
above eighty Caftle-flaves there; it is well worth enquiring how thefe
flaves are employed, and why they.cannot be hired to the Englifh captains
to carry their.goods frem the water fide, as we are to fuppofe they are
immediately.under the command ef -the governor, and could be deterred
from pillaging in the way from the waterfide to the factories; I would
alfo be glad to atk why the captains of fhips have not the liberty of lodg-
ing their. goods and carrying on -their trade in the fort, as well as the
chiefs, and if this liberty is denied them, how is it pofiible the fort can
be of the {malleft advantage to the fhipping ? Influence the governor
has none, being as.much in the power of the King of Dahomy as if the
fort was fituated a thoufand miles inland; if his Majefty thould take it
into his head to fend for the French, Englith, and Portuguefe governors
at 12 o’clock at night, there is not one of them hardy enough to refufe
the firft fummons. He knows his own intereft too well to exclude any
nation from trading at Whydah, even tho’ they fhould have no fort there ;
two inftances of which I remember myfelf within thefe two years paft,
two Dutch fhips having: flaved off there, and were as well treated as if
they had a fettlement athore. Itis, therefore, my humble opinion, that
if firict orders are not fent to employ the caftle-flaves there as carriers for

the
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the captains of fhips, and to allow them liberty to lodge their goods and
flaves in the fort, and to carry on their trade there, that the committee
had better {fend out a quantity of gunpowder and blow up the prefent fort,
inftead of building a new one; but if they fhould think proper to grant
the above mentioned indulgencies to free-traders, I would then humbly
propofe that inftead of building a new fort, ware-houfes and flave’s
rooms fhould beadded to the prefent building, which may be donc at a
very inconfiderable expence, and this fort would anf{wer every purpofe, as
well as one ten times larger and ftronger: from it’s fituation it ferves only
as a mark of pofleflion, and the largeft fort you can pefiibly build in the
fame place can do no more.

The building a fort at Cape Appolonia was another very injudicious
ftep of the committee, as it was from that place principally maflers of
thips were fupplicd with gold to carry on their trade at Annamaboe, when
the markets here were overftocked with goods.

Before a fort was built there, the mafters of fhips fold their goods to
the natives at a profit of at leaft 35 or 40 per cent. on an average the
year round, and very feldom failed of procuring gold fuflicient to go thro’
with their purchafe of flaves at Annamaboe, but fince the fort was begun
and a chief appointed, it is notorious, goods have never averaged even
10 per cent. at that place, and very little gold has been purchafed by the
{hipping at any rate.

The chief of that fort, in the abfence of fhips and long. boats,
picks up every ounce of gold at the water fide, fo that when veflels ar-
rive there, the mafters have no refource but to trade with him upon his
own terms; what thefe are, I fhall infert at the end of this letter, hav-
ing had propofals from the prefent chief Mr. Williams to fend him up
goods at the prices there mentioned ; befides, it is more than probable, if
you either {top with your fhip or fend your boats, the chief has parted
the day before with all the gold he had by him, either to the Dutch,
French, or Portuguefe, as there are few veflels that ule this trade, but
wh.at ftop there in their way down the Coaft; you mult alfo expe& that
the gentlemen in the committee’s fervice (who know the value of gold as

wehl
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well as the private trader) will have the preference of the chief’s trade,
whil(t they fell their goods at as low a rate as they do,

When it was refolved to ere& a building at Appolonia, a block-houfe
and not a fort was ordered to be built there ; 7o00l. only was granted by
parliament for that purpofe, and Colonel Bramham gave in the plan,
which was fent out here by the committee ; but inftead of complying with
the act of parliament, and the orders of the committee, the governor and
council here altered the original plan, and inftead of a block-houfe fet
about building a fort very near if not quite as large as Annamaboe fort,
which has already coft the nation double the fum allowed by parliament,
notwithftanding the committee fent out a fecond order to contra it ; this
is not all, the fort now built muft be {upported at a very confiderable an-
nual expence, altho’ it appears that inftead of being ferviceable to trade
itis of the greateft detriment imaginable.

The fort is built in fuch a fituation, that it is almoft as much in the
power of the inhabitants as the fort at Whydah, the landing being fo
very terrible as not to be approached (without the utmoft hazard) above
three months in the year. The number of flaves bought there is fo very
inconfiderable as not to deferve notice, and the quantity of gold purchafed
at Appolonia annually by Englith, Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, I am
very confident does not amountto 3eool. fterling ; admitting therefore, that
two thirds of this fum falls to the fhare of the Englifh, and that they fell
their goods at even 25 per cent. profit on an average, 1t will appear that
we are only 5ool. per annum gainers by thattrade ; is it not therefore very
{urprifing, that the committee would put the nation to the expence of 15
or 20,000l. to build a fort, which muft be fupported at an annual ex-
pence of 7 or 8ool. fterling, without once enquiring into the nature of the
trade, or the advantages that would accrue to the nation from fuch an
undertaking ? v

It will poffibly be obje&ed, that if we had not built a fort at Appo-
lonia, the Dutch would; but this is very unlikely, as they have a very
fine fort at Axim, within three or four leagues of that place, and not-
withftanding (as I before obferved) all nations who trade to the coaft
ufed frequently to touch at Appolonia, and trade in common with the

5 Dutch,
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Dutch, they never attempted a fettlement there ; but it happening a few
years ago that the governot of Axim quarrelled with the principal man,
or Caboceer at Appolonia, and the latter (dreading the governor’s refent-
ment) applied for protection to the governor of Cape Coaft at that time,
and entreated that he would reprefent his cafe to the committee, and get
them, if poffible, to build a fort at Appolonia for his protection; this
was accordingly done, and they, without ever procuring or even de-
manding fecurity for the Caboceer’s allegiance or good behaviohr, or
entering into any commercial treaty whatfoever with him, came into all
his propofals ; ‘the confequence of which has been,.that as foon as he

found the fort was half finithed, he compromifed matters with the Dutch,

and now carries the greateft part (if not the whole of his trade) to their

fortat Axim. : A
Till T reccived your letter of the 28th of February, incloling me copy

of the committee’s letter to the governor and council, we did not hear
a {yllable of that affair, ‘thofe gentlemen are grown fo extremely fecret in

all their tranfactions ; the factory at Agab, cftablithed by Mr. Bell, was

withdrawn in a very filent manner, and I am told, the other factories are

or will be foon evacuated. The committee ‘however forgot, that al-
though they prohibited them from fettling factories on fhore, they may
ftill employ craft to trade at every one of thofe places they before

occupied ; you will therefore, I hope, not forget this circumf{tance when

once the regulations come under confideration.

To fuch a pitch of audacity were the chief governor and chiefs of out-
forts arrived before this order cawe out, that Mr. Grofle employed
Mr. Gibfon, a faor in the committee’s fervice, and paid by the publick,
to tranfa his bufinefs near three months at his factory at Mumford.
Mr. Drew, the chief of Winnebah, had feldom lefs than two of the
committec’s fervants at two facories he had eftablithed ; “Mr. Trinder,
the chief of Tantumquerry, employed the ferjeant of his fort at a faltory
he had at Lagoe, and Mr. Williams, chief of Cape Appolonia, fent his
fecond (Mr. French) in a long boat of ours all the way to Baflam to trade
for him. T

You will, no doubt, be furprifed at the effrontery of thefe gentlemen ;

frft, in eftablithing factories which they were {enfible would not be
L allowed ;
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allowed ; and fecondly, in employing the committee’s fervants who ar -
paid by the publick to do their bufinefs for them:

If the people who are thus employed as factors can-be fpared: from the
forts, why is the eftablithment loaded every year 'with fuch a number of
ufelefs hands ? The governors and chiefs are conftantly complaining that
the parliamentary allowance is not fufficient to defray the annual expence
of the forts, and yet they are racking. their brains to find out new em-
ployments to gratify their dependants, and thofe gentlemen who tranfact
their private bufinefs for them:

I dare aver, there is not an Englifh fort upon the Gold Coaft but may.
be taken any day in the year by fix men, the capital not excepted, and yet
{feconds, ferjeants, gunners, and foldiers; can be {pared to:go trading for
their chiefs, and the forts left deftitute of people for their defence. -

In the month of April, 1769, the governor of Cape Coaft.Caftle had
not as much gunpowder in the fort as was fuflicient to fire the morning
and evening gun, and was under the neceflity of applying to Commodore
Tonyn in his majefty’s fhip Pheenix- for a f{upply, notwithftanding the:
Cezcilia ftore thip, Captain Dunn; brought out a very confiderable quantity
of gunpowder the preceding February, for the defence of the forts, but.
it happening to be an-article much wanted in trade at that time, it was
immediately divided and fold out upon flaves.

Annamaboe fort was juft in the fame fituation when Commodore Tonyn.
examined it ; there was not a fingle grain of powder in the fort but what
belonged to this houfe; and out of which they took as much as faluted the
commedore on his landing and going away ;- I having found eight kegs
empty upon withdrawing our gunpowder from the fort magazine, for
which I never recetved:any reftitution, and which has deterred me ever-
fince from lodging any more there, efpecially as the committee have
refufed to order their chiefs to give receipts, or be accountable for any,
thing lodged by a private trader in the forts, notwithftanding proper-
application has been made to them for this purpofe; thus are we de-
prived of the benefit of the act of parliament, which allows us the liberty,
of lodging gunpowder, gold, ivory, gums, drugs, &c. at all times in the
forts. I therefore leave you to judge from the-above circumftance, what
protection, or affiftance, a private trader has to expe either from the

‘ committee
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comunittee or their {ervants: a committee, feveral of whom are fo biafled
in favour of their good friends and correfpondents on the Coaft, that you
may depend they will always ftrenuoufly oppofe all regulations which
may tend to lay any reftraint on their trade.

As T have touched upon the word protection, give me leave to recite an
affair which happened at Lagoe, (laft Auguft) a town within range of the
guns of Tantumquerry fort : Mr. James Lane, a private trader, carried
on bufinefs in that town for fome years paft ; he fupported an excellent
character, was remarkable for buying good flaves, which he generally fold
to the Britith fhipping in Annamaboe Road, to the number of about
two hundred and fifty annually ; this poor man, for twelve months before
he died, enjoyed a very bad ftate of health, and at his deceafe in Augufl
laft was fuppofed by moft people to be worth at leaft 2000l. fterling.

As foon as the town’s people heard of his death, they immediately broke
into his houfe, and carryed off the greateft part of his effets; none of
which (as far as I can learn) have ever been recovered from them, nor
any fteps taken to bring thofe villains to juftice. If fuch outrages as thefe
are committed under our forts, and the perpetrators fuftered to enjoy un-
molefted the fruits of their rapine ; we may as well have no forts at all.

Can any thing be more glaring than the partiality of the com-
mittee in allowing their fervants liberty to lodge their flaves, goods,
and all their effects whatfoever in the forts, in preference to the private and
fair trader ; in making them umpires and judges of their neceffities, and
in winking at all their malpractices whatfoever ? I dare to fay, that
the committee never fent an order to their fervants here, for thefe
feven years paft, tending to lay the leaft reftraint on them or their
trade, but what they have fhamefully and f{candaloufly infringed ; they
have fhipped off flaves in great numbers, in the moft public manner,
traded with both French and Dutch, imported from time to time im-
menfe quantities of goods, fome have even been concerned in fhipping,
and whenever an opportunity offered of diftrefling a private trader, they
never let it flip ; they have fettled factories wherever there was a pro-
{pe& of purchafing a flave, or an acky of gold, imployed the committee’s
fervants who were paid by the public for thefe purpofes, to oppofe and

L 2 rival
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rival the private and fair trader, leaving the forts deftitute (as I mentioned
before) of people for their defence, and difpofing of the very gunpowder
{ent out from time to time by the committee for their proteétion.

It may poflibly be objected by the committee and their friends, that
you have nothing more than my ipfe dixit for what I here advance. I
have therefore to requeft, that the commander of his majefty’s thips cn
this ftation next year be ordered to take my affidavit, refpecting thefe
affairs, fhould my candour or veracity be queftioned, as all poft captains
are as I am told juftices of peace upon their ftations.

I forgot to tell you in its proper place, that the gentlemen, fators, and
others in the committee’s fervice, indeed all but the chiefs, experience
infinitely greater hardfhips than even private traders, for notwith{’canding
the governor trades none himfelf, he acts the dog in the manger, and
will not fuffer a foul to buy a {lave or fell a gallon of rum upon any ac-
count whatever ;if any are hardy enough topeddle alittle rum in a negroe’s
hut in town, and fhould be {o unfortunate as to be difcovered, he may
give up at once all thoughts of promotion in the fervice, as thisis looked
upon of all others the moft unpardonable offence a man can be guilty of ;
an inftance of which happened a few months ago at Cape Coaft, where
the ferjeant of the fort (having previoufly obtained his difcharge) fettled
in town, and traded upon what little he had faved in the fervice, chiefly
in rum.

When the above circumftance was made known to the governor, two
gentlemen were immediately difpatched into town, to let the ferjeant know-
that as he was a foreigner he had no right to fettle under an Englith fort,
and to demand the keys of his ware-houfe, the delivery of which he
refufed, upon which they immediately broke open the ware-houfe, en-
tered and took out two hogfheads of the poor man’s rum, which they
carried into the caftle.

Some time after they fent to let the ferjeant know he might have his.
rum by fending for it, but he refufed to meddle with it, intending to lay
his complaint before Commodore Tonyn on his arrival at Cape Coatft.

When the commodore arrived, this poor man was ill or from home,
Tcan’t recolle&t which, fo that he had not an opportunity of preferring

6 his
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his complaint, till the commodore was as low down as Cormantyne in
his way off the coaft. I happened to be that day with Mr. Tonyn, and
heard him exprefs his abhorrence of fuch arbitrary proceedings, and his
concern that he was not made acquainted with the affair before he left
Cape Coaft ; he, however, immediately wrote to Captain Burr of his Ma-
jefty’s Sloop Hound, lying then at Cape Coaft, to makea proper enquiry
into the affair, the refult of which was (as I am informed) that many
pretences were trumped up by the governor and thofe two gentlemen to
juftify their proceedings to Captain Burr. I fhall, however, endeavour
to get a copy of the ferjeant’s cafe, which I thall fend you with fome other
papers by the next conveyance, to convince you how improperly this is
called a free and open trade.

The Liverpool gentlemen] find are not fingular in preferring a military
eftablithment on the Coaft ; the Londoners I am informed have concurred
with them, and from the out-lines of the planfent me lately from thence,
1t appears to me of all others the freeft from objeions, for the following
reafons.

Firft, That as trade is incompatible with the profeflion of a king’s of-
ficer, the flaves, which are now purchafed by the forts, would in cafe of
a military eftablifhment circulate amongft the (hipping, and would be
bought 20 per cent. cheaper than they are at prefent.

Secondly, That there is infinitely a greater probability of receiving
prote¢tion and afliftance from the military gentlemen than any others.

Thirdly, That the forts and fettlements would be fupported in a much
more refpectable manner and kept in a proper ftate of defence, by which
the perfons and property of the private traders would be rendered much
fafer in cafe of a war, either with Europeans, or natives, than they ever
can be whillt in the hands of a committee.

Fourthly, That the military gentlemen would fettle all differences be-
tween the Europeans and natives, in a much more impartial manner than
we have a right to expec from the fervants of the committee, who have
always endeavoured to foment thofe differences, as beft fuiting their own
intereft.

, Fifth]y,
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Fifthly, That great numbers of adventurers would fettle under the
protection of the military, from whom they had fomecthing to hope,
but would be deterred from any fuch attempts under a committee and
their fervants, from whofe envy, malice, and ill-will they had every thing
to fear. ,

Sixthly, That the king’s troops would be well ‘paid, well fed, cloathed
and looked after in a proper manner, and in cafe of ficknefs would have
proper medicines and the neceflaries of life adminiftered to them ; whereas
the poor wretches fent .cut by the committee have nothing on earth to
fupport or comfort them in ficknefs or health, but a rather of falt beef,
ftinking New England rum, and Portuguefe tobacco, by which means
forty foldiers have perifhed at Cape Coaft out of forty-eight, from March
the 1ft to the 28th of May, all of whom came out in the Jamaica Store-
fhip, Captain Hamilton, and arrived here about the middle of laft Fe-
bruary.

Seventhly, That thip’s crews, who are generally verv mutinous on this
Coaft, would be kept in much better order by the military than any others.

But as the plan for a military eftablithment is liable to one grand objec-
tion, * viz. the great expence of {fupporting the fortsand fettlements garri-
foned with king’s troops, it is more than probable it will not be adopted.
T therefore beg leave to remind you of the plan I laid down in my former
letter, of allowing the governor and chiefs handfome falaries, as an equi-
valent for prohibiting them to trade in flaves, and thould this plan mifcarry
alfo, what do you think of following the example of the Dutch company,
by giving liberty to the fervants of the committee to trade as extenfively as
they pleafe, under the following reftriGtions ?

Firft, To tax them twenty fhillings fterling for every flave they difpofe
of on the Coaft, or fend to the Weft Indies.

Secondly, To fwearall the fervants of the committee every fix months,
who are traders, to rendera juft account of all flaves difpofed of by them.

Thirdly, To allow them liberty of thipping off their flaves, or felling
them on the Coaft as they fhall think proper, alfo to import any quantity
of goods they pleafe to the Coaft.

Fourthly,

Decreafing the number of the forts would remedy this.
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Fourthly, To fend out proper engineers, furveyors, and afliftants to keep
the forts in repair and ere& what buildings may be found neceffary, that
all thefe matters be put intirely under their direction, and that no gover-
nor, or chief whatfoever, be fuffered to interfere with them.

Fifthly, That the private traders and chiefs of forts be put upon a foot-
ing with each other, with regard to the number of flaves and quanti-
ties of goods to be lodged in the forts, and that the latter fhall not be
fuffered on any account to judge of the neceflities of the private and fair
trader. :

Sixthly, That no faGories be fuffered to be eftablifhed by any fervant
of the committee either on Jhore or affeat, and that no governor, chief,
or other fervant what{oever, be fuffered to employ any craft, except fuch
as are for the repairs of the forts, and tranfportation of the fupplies.

Seventhly, That the governor and chiefs fhall pafs receipts for all kinds
of European goods.or African commodities, as are lodged by private tra-
ders-in the forts, {laves excepted, and to be accountable for the fame.

Eighthly, That every 3d of July,.the committee for the enfuing year "
be regularly fworn not to receive or pay a fhilling of money for any of
their {ervants.or any perfon for them, directly or indire@ly, nor that they,.
nor any body for them, fhall be concerned in any manner with any of
them, during the time of their being members of the committee, nor
that they, nor any perfon for them, fhall form any mercantile correfpon-
dence with any of them during faid time.

Ninthly, That every. governor and chief in the fervice fhall give
fufficient and undeniable fecurity in England for the punctual per-
formance of thefe and all other orders which fhall be thought proper to
be fent them from time to time by the committee, and that fuch fecurity
thall be fued for and recovered, in cafe of failure in any of them.

I havealready thewn you, that thefe gentlemen have, for thefe feven years
laft paft, run counter to all orders, reftrictions, and regulations eftablithed
by the committee, have fet afide alts of parliament, and have atted in all
refpects as if they were fubjeé’c to no controul ; therefore, as you have no
manner of fecurity either from them, or the committee, that the fame
game will not be played over again, you cannot poffibly tye them up too

clofe
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clofe in cafe it is found expedient to fuffer them to trade at all 5 but upon
the whole, the military eftablithment would be attended with fewer
inconveniencies. "1
Since writing the foregoing I am credibly informed, that Mr. Drew has
purchafed a floop from Captain Maxwell of Briftol for fixteen flaves,
which the faid Maxwell bought a few days before from Captain Hamilton
of the Jamaica for fourteen, which is a proof that thofe gentlemen are
determined to have factories one way or the other, notwithftanding all
the committee can write to the contrary.
From what I have faid concerning the committee and their {ervants, it
muft naturally be fuppofed I have many enemies amongft them. I alfo
“know there are many gentlemen in London, Briftol, and Liverpool, who
imagine I have nothing in view (by thefe reprefentations) but{elf-intereft s
I cannot therefore conclude without afluring you, there is not a man in
England who has lefs to atk or hopt for from the committee than myfelf.
I have found long fince that I had neither protection nor affiftance to
expet from them, and immediately fet about building all manner of
conveniencies, fuch as flave’s rooms, powder magazines, warchoufes,
lodgings, &c. to render mylelf independent of them, and I have now
(I thank God) the heart-felt fatisfaction to declare, I don’t know any
thing in their power to grant, which T ftand in need of ; permit me
therefore to atk, what views I can have in taking all this trouble, but to
be of fervice to the publick and the trade in general, and if my endeavours
are crowned with fucces, I fhall think myfelf very fufficiently re-
compenced. Iam with perfe&t efteem,
Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

I am juft now informed, that the Cape Coaft Serjeant got to Winnebah
‘time énough to fee Commodore Tonyn, before whom he depofed to the
truth of what T have inferted, relating to the treatment that poor man
received from the governor of Cape Coaft.

The following is a copy of aletter I received from Mr. Robert Johnfton,
a private trader at Winnebah, with his depofition.

SIR,
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STR, Winnebab, June 15th, 1770.
S I am informed that you are fending home a ftate of the Coaft
affairs, I muft requeft that you will infert a copy of the inclofed
depofition, which I did propofe taking when Commodore Tonyn was laft
at Winnebah, but was prevented by a fevere fit of ficknefs; I however
intend, pleafe God, to {wear to it before the firft Captain of a man of war
that arrives on the Coaft. I have alfo made bold to trouble you with
another relating to Mr. Drew’s proceedings with regard to raifing the
price of flaves, &c. you know one inftance of this kind, having turned
out one of his predecefiors, the late Mr. Hippifley. I hope this will come
to hand before you fend away difpatches. -

I have alfo to inform you that, notwithftanding the committee’s order,
Meflrs. Drew and Trinder fHll continue their faGories. Mr. Drew
keeps a white man at Cormantee Accra, (Richard Butler) about four miles
to windward of Tantum fort ; Mr. Trinder’s is at Lagoe, where he kept
a foldier belonging to the Company till he died there, which happened
about three weeks ago, and he ftill keeps his factory in charge of a black
man in the houfe of the late Mr. Lane ; and Mr. Bennerman, who is now
fettled at Lagoe, told me not a week fince, that Mr. Trinder has declared
that he would keep pofieflion of that houfe, only to keep others out.
Mr. Mill kept his at Shidoe, till I {fent down my young man, and fix
days after his arrival there, Mr. Mill fent and withdrew his man from
that place. I remain with efteem,

SIR, )
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
(Signed) ROBERT JOHNSTON.

The Depofition of Mr. Robert Johnfton, Merchans, at Winnebah, which
was to have been taken before George Anthony Tonyn, Efg; Captain of
his Majefly's Ship Pheenix, i April, 1770, but was prevented by ficknefs.

THIS day perfonally appeared before me, Mr. Robert Johnfton,
merchant, at Winnebah, and maketh oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that
on or about the 1oth day of June laft, an up country trader came into

town with three flaves, and put up at the houfe of Bundee Cocma, one of
M ‘ the
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the principal inhabitants that the faid Bundee Cooma carried the faid
trading man, with his three flaves, to the faid Robert Johnfton, all of
which he purchafed to the entire fatisfaction of faid trader; that when
M. Charles Bell, chief of the fort at Winnebah, heard of Bundee Cooma’s
carrying thofe three flaves to Mr. Johnfton, he, the faid Charles Bell,
(contrary to act of parliament, and all laws and regulations eftablifhed by
the committee of the company of merchants trading to Africa) did make
a palaver upon the faid Bundee Cooma, by brandying him two days
fucceﬁively to the foldiers of the town, in order to make him {fpend
a great deal of money; and that the faid foldiers of the town, at the
inftigation of the faid Charles Bell, did kill feveral fheep belonging to the
inhabitants, all of which the faid Bundece Cooma was obliged to pay for,
befides giving-a large quantity of liquor to the faid foldiers, in order to
pacify them ; and he, this deponent, farther fayeth, that the only reafon,
he, the faid Charles Bell, had for diﬁrcﬁing the faid Bundee Cooma in the
manner before-mentioned was, becaufe he, the faid Bundee Cooma,
carried the aforementioned three flaves to the faid Robert Johnfton in
preference to himfelf, and to deter him and all others of the inhabitants
from doing the like in future; and this deponent farther fayeth, that
after he, the faid Charles Bell, had made the faid Bundee Cooma fpend as
much as he could, and diftreffed him as much as was in his power, he,
the faid Charles Bell, ordered all the inhabitants of the town to aflemble
in the public market-place, and after they were all aflembled, he, the faid
Charles Bell, fent them a confiderable quantity of liquor out of the fort ;
and at the fame time gave his orders, that in future, every flave brought

into town fhould be firft carried to him into the fort, as they thould
an{wer it at their perils.

The following is a copy of a fecond letter I received from Mr. Rohert
Johnfton, Merchant, dated Winnebah, June 17th, 1770. ;

STR,
HEN Mr. Thomas Drew came down as chief of Winnebah in
O&ober laft, the houfe cuftom on each flave was only one acky,
and he immediately raifed it to two ackies, which has ever fince continued ;
this is a hardfhip. Mr, Drew has alfo introduced another cuftom ; that

is,
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is, after purchafing a flave, and paying for him, he pays every trader on
cach flave he buys two ackies over the price of the flave : this obliges me
to do the fame, and that is a very great hardfhip upon me’; this is a fact,
“as I have feen feveral of his notes to different traders to this effect.
There are many other cuftoms introduced by the faid gentleman,
particularly when he hears of any of the traders coming into town with
~flaves, fending them beef or pork and rum, they expecting the fame
from me; befides all thefe extravagant cuftoms, he gives the trading
man a cloth for every two or three flaves he fells him.

I have ftill another grievance to urge againft Mr. Drew ; from my firft
fettling at Winnebah I entertained in my fervice one Quaffafoe, a man
very intelligent, and one who fpeaks Englith well, but Mr. Drew never
let the fellow reft till he inveigled him from my fervice, which he
accomplithed laft February, with great promifes of making him Company’s
linguift ; and the very day he left me, he gave him a fine ftriped taffaty
cloth. And through this fellow’s means they have feduced many
traders from me ; is not this a hardfhip ? I wrote to Mr. Drew upon all
thefe heads, fome of which he denied, and to others he gave me evafive
anfwers ; this is all that I can recolle& at prefent regarding that gentieman.

The following is a copy of a letter I received from our fattor at
Mumford, dated Auguft s5th, 1769.

SIR, :

INCE my laft to you I have difpofed of the tobacco, only the two
S rolls I have been obliged to fell at a difcount, owing to its drying on
hand, which is quite another cafe with Mr. Grofsle’s factory; for his
agent informs me all the bad tobacco, and other goods that will not
pafs in trade, are fent to Cape Coaft, and iffued out to the Company’s
fervants ; fo that he muft have greaty the advantage of other factorics.
I myfelf have feen tobacco fent up in canoes to Cape Coaft at different
times which was unfit for fale, and am ready to take my depofition to
the above; his fa&or at Mumford gave me the information. 1 have only
to add that I am with refpe&t, SIR,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.
M 2 The
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The following are the prices Mr. Williams, chief of Appolonia, wants:

goods at, and will not exceed, by which you will fee the advantages.
private traders reap from our having built a fort there.

Ackies Sterling.

Green and yellow ells at 10 each equalto - - L.2 5 4
Danes guns - -+ = 3 = ditto - - - 614 2
Hoalf barrels powder = - 9 =~ ditto -« -« = 2 2 6

Quarter barrelsditto - <« 41 - ditto  « - = 1 I 3
Bejutapauts and negannepauts ¢ - ditto - - - 3 6
Seftracundees - - - 5 - ditto =~ - - g 3 6
Patna chints = « - - 4 - ditto - - - o 19 o
Pullicats - - - - - 10 =~ ditto - - - o 7 4
Mixt patches - -~ - - = ditto - - - o016 %
Guinea Stuffs - - = - 1 - ditto - - - o 4 6
Blue Bafts = - = = = 42 . ditto - - - 1 1 4

|
I

L.o14 1

C——— S, —.

Prime coft of a piece of each of the foregoing goods..

Q

1 Greenell - - - - Li115 o
1 Danesgun - - - - o013 6
1 Half barrel powder = - 1 10 O
1 Quarter barrel ditto - - o0 15 o
1 Bejutapaut or negannepaut o 19 o if Manchefter £.1 4 o
1 Seftracundee = - - - 1 4 o
1 PatnaChints = - - - o016 o
1 Pullicat - ~« - - - 312 o
1 Mixed patch - - - -« o016 o
1 Guineaftuf -~ - - = o 4 6
1 Bluebaft « = - - =« 1 1 o
L.13 6 o
Add tothis 7 per cent. infurance o 19 6
L4 5 6

ey =y

L
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By the foregoing calculation it appears that ifintereft of money, freight,
commiffions, fhipping, and all other charges, were particularized, we
fhould lofe from 10 to 20 per cent. by our Cape Appolonia trade; it is
not however f{o with the governor, who is not faddled with any one charge:

or expence whatfoever, and for whofe fole emolument it will appear this.
fort is to be fupported.

GENTLEME N, Annamabse, O&tober 15th, 1770..
SINC E my laft dated the 1t of July, I have informed myfelf of

{everal other abufes, committed by the committee and their fervants
here, which I beg leave to tranfmit you by this opportunity, and fin-
cerely hopev they will arrive fafe, and in time to be of fervice, when the
regulations you propofe making in our {yftem here come under confide-
ration.

Upon Mr. Grofile’s death, Auguft the 13th, Mr. Mill fucceeded to.
the government of Cape Coaft, and at that time had a prodigious quan-
tity of goods at Accra, the greateft part of which his fucceffor, Mr. Drew,
has agreed to pay him flaves for, fo that that fort and its dependencies-
are neither more nor lefs than fa&ories to Mr. Mill, until his ftock there
1s realized, and we are to fuppofe the chief is not at liberty till then to
difpofe of a {lave to the fhipping.

The forts of Appolonia, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda, are
to all intents and purpofes factories for the governors of Cape Coaft and
Annamaboe, who keep them conftantly fupplied with goods, {o that the.
private trader has no chance of getting any quantity of gold from thefe
places ; and as thofe gentlemen are complimented by the merchants of
London and Briftol with the freight of their goods out, in expe&ation of
participating of their favours in trade, they can greatly underfell the pri-
vate and fair trader, who is obliged to outfit thips at a great expence.

September the 8th, a brig called the Beggar’s Benifon, loaded with rum,
and commanded by David Dunn from Bofton,. arrived at Cape Coaft ;
upon Captain Dunn’s coming down here, he informed me that Mr.
Groflle owned the one-third of his veflel and cargoe, which he faid he
would not have mentioned had he (Groflle) been alive, and from the

affiftance he received from certain gentlemen in London by their fending:
3 him.
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him letters of credit to Bofton, although a perfe firanger to them, we
have all the reafon imaginable to think another gentleman or gentlemen,
in high ftations now on the Coaft, are connected alfo with him. Captain
Dunn has difpofed of his rum immediately amongft the governor and his
dependents, and has had a cargoe of prime afforted dry goods put on
board his veffel at Cape Coaft, on a pretence of bartering them with him
for rum, and the vefiel difpatched down to Mumford to purchafe flaves,
where Captain Dunn has taken pofleflion of the factory which Mr. Grofile
occupied there, and has purchafed a great many {laves in oppofition to
the fhip’s long boats, and the factories eftablithed by private traders at
that place; but as there is no poffibility of getting a fight of the bill of
fale of Captain Dunn’s veffel, or otherwife proving thefe conjetures, I
~ cannot take upon me to aflert them as fa&s.

Meflrs. Mill and Bell, governors of Cape Coaft and Annamaboe,
have jointly, within thefe few days paft, purchafed a Rhode Ifland veflel’s
cargoe, upon condition that the Captain fhould credit them five months,
and give them the ufe of the veflel dpring that time to trade jointly for
them, wherever théy pleafe to fend her, and they are now unloading her,
and propofe to fend her direcly on a trading voyage ; query, is this, or
is it not flying in the face of the committee and their conftituents ? and
telling them that they will have factories afloat fince they are prohibited
from having them on fhore; and that they are determined to oppofe and
rival the private trader when and wherever they can ?

Mr. Drew, Chief of Accra, has alfo bought two floops, which are to
fupply the places of two factories which he was obliged to evacuate.

There is {carce a veflel comes on the Coaft either from London or Briftol,
but what brings out goods for Mr. Mill and Mr. Bell. Captain Hamilton,
in the Jamaica, told us he brought Mr. Mill out g0 tons of goods in
that thip ; Captain Harriot, in the St. Helena, brought out a large quan-
tity for him ; Captain Goodwin, of London, brodght out a confiderable
quantity ; Captain Marthall, of Briftol, brought out Mr. Bell one hundred
romauls, and Captain Gullen, of Briftol, hasnow on board a quantity of
goods for them. How, in the of name God, is it pofiible for this trade to be
cver upon a proper footing, when one of the committee, Mr. Gilbert Rof,

is
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is the very man, who in conjunéion with Mr. Mill’s brother fends out the
greateft part of thefe goods, and is no doubt concerned, or has a proper
feeling ?

The Liverpool people, much to ‘their honour, have to a man refufed
to let any gcods belonging to thefe gentlemen come out in their {hips,
although applied to by one Woodall formerly a mafter of a fhip there,
and when he found there was no poffibility of getting the goods out in
any other manner, he bought a Bermudas floop, and fent her out here,
with a large quantity of goods for Mr. Mill, Mr. Grofile, and Mr. Bell,
and, in three months after the goods were landed, the was fent off from
Accra by Mr. Mill with ninety flaves to Penfacola.

When Captain Howe of the Mafguin of Briftol, and Captain Gullen
of the Roebuck from the fame port, anchored at Appolonia, the begin-
ning of this month, feveral traders came off to them, but upon their
fecing Mr. Miles the chief going on board the Roebuck, the traders in-
treated Captain How to hide them in his hold or between decks, which
he was obliged to do, as they told him they were afraid of being feen by
Mr. Miles trading on board fhips, and when Captain Howe propofed
trading with Mr. Miles, he anfwered that all the gold he took was for
Mr. Mill, as he was fupplyed with goods by him, fo that Captain Howe
affured me, he did not take 5 ounces of gold at Cape Appolonia this voy-
age, and when he touched there in his way down the laft voyage, he
bought upwards of 100 ounces of gold in 4 days at that place, the chief
being at thaot time at Cape Coaft. 'This relation I had from Captain I—Io{,ve,
who is ready to atteft it, and who declared the fame at Cape Coaft Table
to Mr. Mill, and appealed to Captain Gullen who was prefent for the
truth of his affertion. ' .

I am informed by Captain Bold of the fhip John of Liverpool, that.
on or about the firft of September he made a propofal to Mr. Green chief
of Tantumquerry, to purchafe fome flaves from him, and had offered him.
the fame price he had paid others, viz. 10 ounces, 6 pennyweight for
men, and 8 ounces, 6 pennyweight for women; and that the faid Green,

gave him for anfwer in writing, and alfo told his officer, that he could
get a better price from the gentlemen in the forts, and that unlefs he paid.
cleven,
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cleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women, he would not trade
with him, notwithftanding I had fold captain Bold one hundred flaves at
the above price, as did Mr. Johnfon, a private trader at Winnebah,
and feveral others. 7
To fuch a pitch of infolence are the natives of this part of the Coaft
now arrived (from the ruinous and contemptible ftate of the forts, and
the pufillanimity of the wretches who in general govern them) thatit is
hardly pofiible to live upon any tolerable terms with them ; fome months
ago, the people, living under the protection of our principal fettlement
at Cape Coaft, catched Mr. Williamfon, furgeon of the caftle, in the
garden, carried him into the Buth or Country, ftripped him naked, and
whipped him in a terrible manner, for which infult he was gratified with
a flave, which Mr. Grofsle, the then governor, obliged the Caboceer of
Cape Coaft to pay him.
In a little time after, the natives of the Englith town at Commenda
- catched Mr. Green (a boy put in as chief of the fort by Mr. Petrie, and
who had been guilty of opprefling and maltreating the inhabitants)
ftripped him, and flogged him ina moft fhocking manner, afterwards tied
him under the walls of the fort, put him into a three hand canoe, and
carried him down to Elmina the principal fettlement of the Dutch, there
threw him upon the rocks and left him; after which by the affiftance of
an Englith man of war, he was carried back to his fort, and demanded a
pecuniary fatisfaction for the ill treatment he had received, but the town’s
people refufing to comply with his demands, he immediately fired the
town, upon which the inhabitants quitted it, fome of whom are gone
over to the Dutch, under whofe protetion they now live, and others
into the country, fo that we have loft a fine flourithing town (confifting
of about goo inhabitants, who abfolutely faved the Englifh fort in the
year 1758, when it was attacked by the Dutch,) by the indifcretion and
rapacity of maffer Green, who inftead of being ignominoufly difcharged
the fervice, which he thould have been, is now preferred to the command
of Tantumquerry fort.
About fix weeks ago as Mr. Drew (who is now member of the council and
governor of Accra) was in his way from Winnibah to Cape Coaft (being
fent
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fent for on public bufines) he was panyared or catched by the people of .
.Agdh‘, an Englith town fituated between Annamaboe and Cormantyne,
and by them confined in Cormantyne fort, belonging to the Dutch, upon
pretence that he had killed a Caboceer’s fon, who was his fervant; and
notwithftanding he proved in the fulleft manner that the boy died by an
accident (having ftepped upon a piece of glafs, by which he cut an artery
and bled to death) they would not enlarge him till he paid them five
flaves, equval to 1ool. fterling; and after he went to Cape Coaft, they
made a fecond demand upon him, which prevented his coming on thore
here in his way down, fearing he fhould fall a fecond time into their
hands, being well acquainted with the pufillanimity of the poor creature
who governs this fort, and who he knew would fuffer him to be carried
off from under the walls, or any other indignity, rather than endanger
the lofs of his trade, by having any difpute with the natives; indeed he
has often declared publickly, he would not upon any account what{oever
fall o,u-_t with them: thus the national honour is facrificed to private
intcre&, by giving up every point to the xia;ives, be it ever fo difgraceful
or injurious.

The numberlefs affronts and difgraces which the chiefs, and others in
the committee’s fervice, daily receive from the natives; their pufillani-
mous beh’aviour on thefe occafions; the ruinous ftate and condition of
the forts, deftitute of people and every thing elfe for their defence, is
{ufhicient to dcter any man from fettling in this country, where he has no
protection or affiftance to ex—p_e& from the forts, aud where he muft lay
his account in encountering every {pecies of oppofition, envy, and ill-will
from the committee and their fervants.

I muft not omit infbrming you that it is reported here, and I believe
with good foundation, that a ftrong mercantile conneion is now forming,
or is already f(_)rmed by Mefirs. Rofs and Mill of London, Mr. Petrie late
governor of Cgpe Coaft, and Mr. Mill the prefent governor; that Petrie
propofes coming out if he can as governor a fecond time, and to have the
management of the trade, and if he cannot fucceed with the committee,
Mr. Mill is to haye the direction of their affairs on the Coaft ; that Petrie
in that cafe is to endeavour to get into the committee, in order to back

N Mr
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Mr. Rofs upon all occafions, and that it is already fixed that the year-
Mr. Rofs is out of the committee, his place is to be filled up by his.
partner Mr. Mill.

The above report calls to my mind a piece of advice which was given
me in July 1769, by the late Captain John Stephens, of the Africa, (a-
great friend and confident of the aforementioned gentlemen) which was -
immediately to declare myfelf a bankrupt, and deliver up our fettlement
here, and the effeGts to Mr. Smith; that he was authorized by a con-
fiderable houfe in Londor, to affure me if I did fo, I {hould be backed .
with 40,000 fterling ; that they would purchafe the fettlement here, and
fix me in it upon wy own terms.

When this advice was given me, I treated it (as every honeft man -
thould) with contempt, at the fame time thought it proceeded from his
friendfhip for me, imagining from his ignorance of our affairs he thought
them defperate; but it is now very clear that hisand their fole view was
to poflefs themfelves of this houfe, where with their great intereft in the
committee, and connections with the gentlemen in the fervice, they
would, in a very little time, engrofs the whole of the Gold Coaft trade,
and if a monopoly of this trade was not intended, what could induce
Mzr. Petrie to come out a fecond time, when he carried off about eightecn
months ago, a fortune of 14 or 15,000/ how it was acquired I have
before informed you.

It may perhaps be a matter of furprife to the merchants at home, that
I thould be the only perfon fuch a number of complaints come from you
will pleafe therefore to obferve that I am the only private fettler on this
Coaft, except Mr. Johnfton at Winnebah, and he has as great a variety of
complaints to prefer againft Meflrs. Bell and Drew, the late chiefs of
that fort, upon the arrival of the firt man of war; and if there were
ever {o many private traders (though they might experience every kind
of oppreffion from the committee and their fervants) yet it would be
impofiible for them to point out a remedy, on account of their diftance
trom the principal government, and their want of proper information
and experience ;. captains of fhips might certainly inform you of many

abufes, did not their fear of making enemies of thefc gentlemen prevent

thém s
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themi if they dlfoblxge one, they difoblige. all ;. therefore in order to ™
make a qulck purchafe, cvery thmg the merchants can do in Enfrlapd
“or the captains on the Coaft, to ingratiate themfelves into their favour is
done; befides it is impoﬁible for mafters of fhips to come to a knowledge
of many abufes, committed by the committee’s fervants; thele are fecrets
to all but thofe who have ferved the committee, and as I am the only
man in Africa out of the fervice, that can poflibly have any knowledge
of thefe affairs, I am alfo the only man can give you information.

I am this moment informed by Captain Ritchie of the Difpatch of
Liverpool, that fometime after his arrival in Annamaboe Road this
voyage, he fent his mate in his long boat to trade at Appolonia for gold;

that as foon as the mate went on fthore, Mr. Miles, the prefent chief, L

fent his fervant into town with his fcales and weights, and to tell the
inhabitants that he would fell all his goods as low as the mate, and give
them befides a gallon of rum in a prefent upon every ounce of gold they
brought him ; that the next day the mate faw him take forty ounces of
gold, and that all the time he continued at Appolonia, he did not take
five ounces of gold. e

Captain Ritchie tells me, he propofes to get his mate to take his
affidavit to the above circumftance, when he arrives in the Weft Indies.

Before this reaches you, a brother of Mr. Mill’s will be failed from
England for this Coaft; whether he brings out the Ruby of four or five
hundred tons, in which he failed from here laft March full of flaves, or
another fhip I cannot tell, but he is certainly to be out here fhortly with
a large quantity of goods, and to carry off a cargoe of flaves. I cannot
pofitively fay, if his brother here 1s concerned with him, but it is more
than probable he is; at any rate he can fhip as many flaves as he pleafes
on freight without fear of difcovery.

I am amazed that the African merchants fhould entertain the fmalleft
doubt of thefe gentlemen’s thipping off conftantly great numbers of {laves;
if they did not, how is their credit to be fupported in England? and
the great cargoes of goods which are frequently fent them to be paid for ?
as it is notorious ivorj {ufficient is not to be procured on this part of the

Coaft, and gold is the worft remittance they can poffibly make,



o2 APPENDIX [H]

This moment poor Mr. Johnfton, who is now here, has had an
exprefs from Winnebah, omng him the melancholy account of his
houfe being deftroyed by fire; what his lofs 1s, cannot be afcertamed till
he gets down, but apprehend it muft be very conifiderable, noththﬁand-
ing his houfe was within forty yards of the caftle ; this proves what I
have all along been informing you of, wiz. the inattention of the
committee to the welfare of prlvate traders, in not allowing them liberty
to lodge their effes in the forts in common with their fervants; their
dlabOhC".l partiality in this refpe& deferves the fevereft cenfure, and
cannot fail to roufe the indignation of every gocd and honeft man; but
what can be expected from a fet of blunder ers, who can have never had any
other views in getting into the committee, but to advance their own prlvatc.
intereft, either by fupp]ymg the Coaft with the manufactures they deal in,
or by dlf’trefﬁng the private traders to ingratiate them{elves into the favour.
of their fervants on the Coaft, in order to procure their Conﬁgnments,.
ngure to yourfe]ves, gentlemen, the deplorable fituation of a poor man,
who has ufed this Coaft between fifteen and twenty years, and juft as he
had acquired fuﬁ1c1ent to carry on an extenfive trade, is in a few hours .
reduced perhaps toa f’tate of beggary, whilft the fervants of the com-
mittee are rioting in every indulgence the forts can afford, and whofc
very flaves are accommodated with conveniences which are denied to the
private traders.

Give me leave to alk you once more, gentlemen, for what purpofes.
are thefe forts fupported ? they furely are not kept up barely as marks of
poffeffion, or for the emolument of the committee and their fervants? I
have read all the a&s of parliament relating to this Coaft, and muft con-
fefs that they have amply provided for the fecurity of the private trader,
and all his effets whatfoever, but forry I am to fay, and to have expe-
nenced that alts ‘of the Britith legiflature are no more regarded in this
country, ‘than they are in Japan. You may poffibly imagine, gentlemen,
that in cafes of fire, or any other accidents happening to private traders,
they will be the only {ufferers; but in this you are certainly miftaken ;
there is fcarce a captain arrives ‘here, but from the dullnefs of trade, or
an ill afforted cargae, he is under the neceffity of trufting thefe gentlemen

a
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a-very confiderable part of your property ; therefore you undoubtedly run
as great rifques as the private trader in the cafes aforementioned, as they
have frequently more of your property in their hands, than their own
capitals amount to..

The goods left by Mr. Mill at Accra, and which Mr. Drew is to
pay him flaves for, amount to three thoufand ounces, equal to three
hundred men {laves. .

I am juft informed of a Rhode Ifland veffel getting undet fail for
Barbadoes, which obliges me to break off fo abruptly, have therefore .
only to affure you, that I am with the greateft efteem,:

GENTLEMEN,
Your moft obedient humble fervant, .
RICHARD BREW.

When aﬂny alterations happen in the trade here, you rfmy depend upon -
the earlieft intelligeice. Capt. Marfhall and all on board the Marlborough
are well, and make no doubt will do well. .

GENTLEMEN, . Caftle Brew, April 10th, 1771.
1~ Had the pleafure to receive a letter from Mr. Barber by the Corfican -
Hero, with a copy of your letter to the African committee at London,
dated January the 2 5th, inclofed, by which I find you are refolutely bent
on- procuring redrefs of the many ‘grievances fet forth in the different .
letters I wrote Mr. Barber. on African affairs, which will be a great in-
ducement to me to continue to advife you regularly of all occurrences on
the Coaft, which may tend in any fhape to the advantage of trade and
free traders; and expofe the mal-practices of the committee’s fervants -
whencver they come under my obfervation ; -at the fame time, I cannot
help obferving to you, gentlemen, that from my knowledge of the people
in power here, the method they have all along and {till continue to purfue,
their ‘great connections with feveral of ‘the committee, contrary to the alt
of parliament, the length of time requifite to prefer complaints, and give
them an oppoftunity to defend themfelves, with the uncertain iffue of
thefe complaints, together with the prodigious way they are in: of {peedily -
making their fortunes : ‘from thefe circumftances, I fay, I.am thoroughly
convinced,
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convinced, the defired -end will never be obtained till.the committee’s
fervants are totally prohibited from all manner of trade whatfoever : what
further fecurity have you now- more than formerly that thele gentlemen
will conform to any new laws or regulations which the commiitee may
fend-out? none; anditis as true as the gofpel-they-will pay no more regard
to them than they ever did, if they tend to lay the leaft reftraint what-
{ocver on their trade. If you difcourfe with any of the committee’s
{ervants about thefe affairs on. the Coaft, they have the impudence to tell
you, that before complaints can be exhibited, their ftory heard, and the
affair brought to an iffue, two or three years will elapfe, befides being
allowed fix'months time to realize their effe@s, in cafe the affair fhould
be given againft them; in all which. time they will have done their
bufinefs, or in other words will have made their fortunes, and the
committee may difmifs them their fervice afterwards as foon as they
pleafe ; t*herefore, to root out the evil effeGtually, you have no remedy
left, but to alter the efiablifhment or prohibit the committee’s fervants
irom all trade whatfoever, and oblige them to give ample fecurity in
England for a pundtual performance of all orders and regulations, which
thall from time to time be fent out by the committee.
Some :time in December laft, the fithermen of this town committed
a. moft horrid murder under the walls of Annamaboe fort, by cutting to
pieces a man belonging to the Fantee town in cold blood ; the cuftom of
the country in fuch cafes is, that the chief of the fort immediately
demands the murderers, and either delivers them up to be dealt with
according to the-laws.of the country, or hangs them over one of the guns
of his fort. By defire of the natives, the chief of our fort here, Mr. Bell,
(when this affair happened) was feveral times prefled by the Fantce people
- to demand thefe murderers, but they never could prevail upon him to do
it; by which condu&, he has not only given up one of his moft valuable
- privileges, that of acing as. principal mediator in all difputes with the
natives, but it has occafioned the Fantees to make war on the fithermen,
by which upwards of twenty men have loft their lives on both fides,
befides putting a ftop to all manner of trade, except what goes from
~Cormantyne and Agah, Vegetables and provifions of all kinds are ftopped
from
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from going off tothe fhipping, as well 4s wood, water, and every other .
neceffary, which they ufed to have in great abundance from this town s
by which means they have fuffered feverely, efpecially thofe who have
had.any number of flaves on board ; this palaver commenced now almoft
four months ago, and there is no profpe& of its being fettled except the
chief interpofes his authority, of which there is not the fmalleft likelihood,
as he has been often heard to declare, he never would interfere dire@ly or
indire@ly with their palaver.

Until within thefe few 'days paft, Mr. Bell kept the back gate of his
fort conftantly openin the day time to preferve a communication between
him and the fithermen, from whom he ufed to get a good deal of trade;
and this T take to have been the reafon for his not demanding the
murderers or getting the palaver fettled, left by acting vigoroufly againft
them, his trade might fuffer from that quarter.-.

The Fantees, however, foon put a ftop to his trade+by blocking up his
avenues to his principal gate, and for fix or feven days fuffered neither
provifions nor flaves to go into the fort ; ~upon which he-gave them two
anchors of rum, and a promife to-ufe his beft endeavours to get the
palaver fettled, provided they-would not moleft the traders and others
going to the fort in future ; -thus the affair refts, and thus the fhipping
and private traders fuffer for the folly and indifcretion (to give them no
worfe epithets) of thofe who. are.too-well paid for proteing, aiding, and
aflifting thems

I leave you to judge, gentlemen, what fixteen or eighteen fail of veflels,
which we have now here, muft {uffer from this man’s conduét; and the
misfortune is, we don’t know when, or where, this affair will end, or
where to apply for redrefs: the captains remonftrated to the governor
and council of> Cape Coaft upon the affair of the factories, and were
treated with the utmoft contempt, they not vouchfafing even to give
them an anf{wer; therefore, to apply to them would anfwer no purpofe,
except to render them, 1f pofiible, more infolent. Qut of numberlels
inftances of the extreme infolence and wantonnefs of our chief here, and
his natural propenfity to give offence, I {hall only felet one, which

happened the 8th inftants as his majefty’s thip the Rainbow was ftanding
into
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into the road of Cape Coaft, which is in fight of this fott, Mr.-Bell
hoifted his colours, which was an union flag, very old, 'fhabby, but not
to be difcerned at that diftance ; in a few hours after, the Corfican Hero
of Liverpool, Captain Smith, was feen ftanding into this road, and as foon
as fhe was right a-breaft of this fort, Mr. Bell hauled down his-Englith
colours, and hoifted a Scotch  jack, that is, a blue field with a white
St. Andrew’s crofs ; knowing, ‘I fuppofe, that this was one of the two
fhips, whofe owners refufed to let Mr. Woodal thip goods in laft year for
him and Mefirs. Grofsle and Mill.

About a month ago, the Peggy, Captain Hercules Mill, a large (hip
from London, arrived at Cape Appolonia, where letters were lodged for
him, and he there delivered the chief, Mr. Miles, who is facor for
Governor Mill (and for whofe fole emolument that fort is now fupported)
a large quantity of goods; after which he run down to Cape Coaft,
landed Mr. Mill more goods, and then came down here, where he has
landed Mr. Bell a very large quantity ; I was a witnefs myfelf to fix or
feven butts of cloth goods, and a great many other very large cafes and
‘packages. Captain Mill lies now with his fhip trading in this road.

You fee, gentlemen, what a profpe&t you have of making voyages to the
“Gold Coaft, and with what reafon you expe&t an amendment in this trade,
when one of the members of the committee is the very man who fends
out all thefe goods to oppofe you ; and for which good fervices, you may
~depend his fhips and connections will always be preferred to all others.

In January laft, the Mary James ftore thip, Captain Darling, arrived at
*Cape Coaft; he brought out goods to difpofe of on the Coaft to the amount
of fixty or feventy flaves, and as his ftay was to be very fhort, he made an
offer of themto any of the gentlemen who would engage to furnith him
with flaves at eleven ounces men, and nine ounces worren. Almoft all
the gentlemen he applied to, had {o'many engagements on their hands at
‘that time, that they either could not, or would not, accept his propofals ;
{o that he had- no alternative, but to raife the price of {laves to the natives,
‘or carry his goods round to'the Weft Indies and Europe ;- he accordingly
raifed the price to ten and ten and half ounces for men, and eight and
eight and half for women; fome do not fcruple to fay he gave eleven

o, for
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for men, and nine for women ; and this conduc (though it is hard to
blame Captain Darling) has been of infinite prejudice to the trade, as the
traders expected for fome time that the thipping at Annamaboe would
continue to give the fame price; and upon refufal, numbers of them
- grew extremely infolent ; the price, however, got up to ten ounces for
men, and eight for women, by the going thips, but I am much afraid it will -
foon become general. Mefirs. Mill and Bell, however, could find flaves
to fell Captain Darling for bills of exchange; as Captain Darling affured
me he had twenty from Bell, and was to have between twenty and thirty
from Mr. Mill; and that the former of thofe two gentlemen gave him
the ftrongeft aflurances of felling him fixty for bills this year, and
Mr. Mill one hundred ; and-that thefe two gentlemen had farther engaged
to give him two hundred flaves on freight for account of Mr. Grofsle’s
eftate, over and above the one hundred and fixty beforementioned to be
fold for bills. Captain Darling was upon the Coaft but five or fix
weeks, and carried off one hundred and fixty flaves; fo that the difference

muft have been either fold for bills alfo, or thipped on freight, which laft
I am moft inclined to conjetture; for I never can be brought to think
that Mr. Mill, Mr. Bell, or any other gentlemen in the fervice, are fo
fimple as to fell a prime Gold Coaft man flave (as no other would be
accepted) for a bill of zol. when there is a moral certainty, that fuch
a flave would fetch 361. fterling in the Weft-Indies ; allowing then a man
flave to fetch in the Weft-Indies 361.
From which dedué 1o per cent. commiffion [. 3 12

)
Freight gl. mortality 1l. 16s. - = = 616 o
Do&tor'shead money - - - - ~ - « o 1 o
Londonbill -~ « - - =« - <« - <« 20 0 o 30 9 o

o

There remains and appears to be a lofs on every man flaveof 5 11 o

and as women are faid to be fold for only 16l. in bills, and differ only
4os. from the price of men in the Weft-Indies, it will appear that thofe
gentlemen will lofe 71. 11s. fterling on every woman; to this it will be
obje&ted, that they are prohibited by the committee-inftruétions from
fhipping flaves on freight, and have no alternative but to fell them cither

O for
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for goods or bills ; which laft method, they tell you, they are obliged to
take, in order to fupport their credit and pay for the goods fent them out
by their friends; what credit you are pleafed to give them, gentlemen,
I'cannot pretend to fay; but for my part, I do not believe a fyllable of it,

 ncither do I believe any merchant in'England would fend a thip of five
or four, or even three hundred tons, with the fupplies every year to*Cape
Coalt for the paltry confideration of sool. if they had not ftrong affurances
of a good freight of flaves from the Coaft to the Weft-Indies.

The Jamaica ftore thip, of five or fix hundred tons burthen, chiefly
owned by the late Mr. Bifcoe, committee-man for Briftol, was fent out"
laft year with the fupplies, upon a prefumption that his good friend’
Mr. Grofile was living, and at the head of affairs, and would fecure
a good freight for her; feveral letters were wrote the chiefs on the
Coaft at that time, and large quantities of goods fent out freight free, for
what purpofe it is eafy to imagine; now if the members of the com-
mittee, who ought to be the guardians of this trade, will dare to out-fit
ithips, {upply all their fervants with goods on the Coaft, receive all their
remittances, and encourage them not only to break through their own
inftrutions and regulations, but even as of parliament, I think it is.
almoft time to bid adieu to this trade.

The gentlemen in the fort, I believe, apprehend they will be forbid to
keep craft ; to remedy which, they have fallen upon a method of taking
fome part of the fhip’s cargoes, in order to have the ufe of thefe veflels
and the craft belonging to them; an inftance or two I gave Mr. Barber
in my letter to him of 20th July, wherein Meflrs. Mili-and Bell, took
a Rhode Ifland brig’s cargoe, on condition of having the ufe of the veffel
for five months to trade for them onthe Coaft, and the brig Beggar’s
Bennifon, Captain Dunn, who was kept trading to leeward fix months
for them, and afterwards difpatched from Cape Coaft to the Weft-Indies
full of flaves. ,

Mr. Trinder alfo took part of a Bofton fchooner’s cargoe in February
laft, on condition that the Captain fhould run down to Whydah and
land it there for him, which he did ; fo that let the committee fend what
orders they will, thefe people will find methods to elude them.

Captain
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" Cdptain George Young, of his Majefty’s floop Weazle, being juft gone
on board in order to fail, I am obliged to conclude with affuring you,
I {hall embrace every opportunity to advife you how matters are carried
on, on the Coaft, and that I am with great efteem,
GENTLEMEN,

Your moft obedient fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

GENTLEMEN, Cafile Brew, Auguft 25, 1771.

Y the Corfican Hero, late Captain Smith, Miles Barber, Efq; did me

the honour to tranfmit me a copy of the African committee’s letter to
him, dated the 25th of laft February, by which I find they have taken
great offence at my detecting and expofing their unwarrantable proceedings,
and the mal-pradtices of their fervants on the Coaft ; a circumitance,
however, I am perfectly eafy about.

Before I proceed to inform you of fome late tranfactions on the Coaft,
I beg leave to fay fomething in my own behalf, as the committee have
ftated matters to you in a very ungenteel, unfair manner.

The firft thing the committee takes notice of in their letter to
Mr. Barber is, ¢ that it would be contrary to all rules of law and juftice
to have admitted my evidence againft them and their fervants.

In anfwer to which give me leave to afk you, gentlemen, whether my
evidence and oath in a court of juftice, or at the bar of the Houfe of
Commons, would not be looked upon as valid as the evidence of any
member of the committee, or the oaths of any mafter or mate of a thip
whatfoever.

In the year 1753, one of this righteous committee {ufpended me from
the government of Tantumquerry fort, upon the bare evidence of
Mr. David Hamilton of Briftol, who was then only a mate of a fhip.
I was condemned even without the form of a trial, which fhews that what
was law and juftice in thofe days is not {o now.

In the year 1764, another committee fufpended me from the govern-
ment of Annamaboe, upon the evidence of one Eaf’toﬁ, a mafter of a vefiel
belonging to Liverpool: the charge was, that I had fhipped off five

O 2 hundred
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hundred and twelve flaves for my own account in the thip Duke of
Marlborough, of London, in the year 1761 ; and notwithftanding the-
complaint was not lodged till the year 1764, and that thofe flaves were:
fhipped off long before the a& of parliament (prohibiting the fervants of
the committee to fhip flaves on their own accounts) had pafled, or any
fuch orders being fent out by the committee ; yet they thought proper,.
without even the colour of law, juftice or equity, to fufpend me from my.
government, and to appoint my fucceffor by the fame lettersthat brought:
out my fufpenfion; yet thefe gentlemen have the affurance to talk of the
lenity they had thewn me, and infinuate that if I had applied to them for
redrefs I fhould have had it.

Pleafe to obferve, gentlemen, that the committee fay they only
fufpended me, but as it takes two or three years before matters of this
kind can be properly cleared -up, and the iffue (even though they had
admitted me to a fair trial) doubtful, that fufpenfion was tantamount
to a difcharge from their fervice, for it cannot be fuppofed that any man
would throw fo much of his time away without a moral certainty of
being reinftated ; and from my own experience, and knowledge of
the envy and ill-will of feveral members of the committee, I could ex-
pect no juftice from them.

In the year 1767, when Mr. Groflle burned the town of Annamaboe,
and killed three or four of the town’s people, I wrote the committee the
whole affair; I even fent them a diary of the tranfa@ions here during
that palaver, but as I therein refle@ed on the condu@ of their governor,
they never thought proper to take the fmalleft notice whatfoever of my
fetter; upon which I refolved never more to trouble them ; befides as L
had no complaints to make but what affe@ed the publick, and in which
they were comprehended with their fervants, I could not with any pro-
pricty make application to them.

Notwithftanding my wvoluminous produstion (as the committee are wittily
pleafed to call it, confifting of no lefs than fixty paragraphs) contained.
many accufations againft them and their fervants, they chofe to pafs them:
over, and reft the whole upon proofs being made of the governor’s thip-
ping off flaves on their own accounts,

In
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In one of my former letters to Mr. Barber, T mentioned what the com-
mittee, nor any of their fervants will dare to deny, and what is perfeétly
well known to every mafter of a thip, and fettler on this Coaft, wsz. that
every fervant of the committee, who has made any money on the Coaft
fince the commencement of this {fyftem, has realized and fhipped off the
whole of their effe@s in flaves, and that it is of no fignification to the
Britith merchants, whether thofe flaves are thipped off in June or January,
this year or the next, . fo as they are permitted to thip them off atall; but
it feems, if you cannot afcertain the particular time thefe flaves are fent.
off, you prove nothing. 7
... .The-greateft part of the flaves fent off this. Coaft in a clandeftine
‘manner for thefe five years paft, have been fent by the Africa, late Capt.
Stephens, in the three voyages he made here. Capt. Stephens kept a book
which contained all his tranfa&ions on the Coaft, and at the {fame: time
ferved as a log book ; this book he called his church bible; and as I am
certain every flave he carried off on freight, and the fhippers names are
to be found in this book, I would humbly propofe when African affairs are
brought before the Houfe of Commons, that Mr. Michael Herries (pro-
curator for Richard Ofwald, Efg;) be fummoned to the bar of the Houfe,
and ordered to produce this book,. which if he does I am pretty confident
all your doubts will be cleared up; and if it is not forthcoming, depend‘
upon it it has been deftroyed to prevent a difcovery; but as I faid before,
what does it fignify to you if a governor who is worth five hundred flaves
thip fifty or one hundred every year, or if the whole are fent off at once?
The trade for many months paft has been fo very bad, and the oppo-

fition from Cape Coaft Caftle and Annamaboe Fort has been fo great, that
the thipping and private traders have fuffered inconceiveably; the thip -

Ingram, Capt. James Paifley, has been here now feven months, and has
not purchafed half her cargoe of flaves, though  her complement is but

three hundred and twenty; the Corfican Hero, late Smith, has been -

here upwards of four months, and has not purchafed fixty flaves; the
Africa, Capt. Smith of Briftol, has been here four months, and has not

purchafed twenty; and the Greenwich, Capt. Harwooed of Briftol, has -
been here upwards of three months, and has not purchafed one flave from -

the
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the natives; Capt. Brown, of the Kitty, of Liverpool, and Capt. Fleet- -
wood, of the Swallow, from fame port, have been each nine months at
Annamaboe, the one for three hundred and thirty five, the other for two
hundred and fifty flaves ; -indeed the trade is now fo totally ruined, that
we have been obliged to barter away two Gold Coaft cargoes, amounting
to eight hundred and fifty {laves, for Leeward goods, and to fend the thips
Albany and Pembroke down there, as we faw no profpeét of getting them
flaved off in any reafonable time at this place ; yet the Peggy, Capt. Mill, '
was here and at Cape Coaft no longer than four months, and carried off
from between three hundred and fifty to four hundred {laves; and the
Richmond, Capt. Rogers of London, a fhip of three hundred tons,
chartered and fent out by Meff. Rofs and Mill, has been at Cape Coaft
little more than three months, and fails this day with four hundred flaves;
this thip was fent out here with a cargoe of goods for Meff. Mill and
Bell, another cargoe for the general of Elmina, a fourth for the fifcal
of Elmina, a fifth for the chiefs of Cormantyne,and a fixth for the Dutch
chief at Accra.

Our oppofition from the Dutch for fome years paft has been very
great; their home manufactures, if not quite fo good, are infinitely
cheaper, and go off to the full as well as ours, and their flaves fell higher
by twenty-five or thirty per cent. in their colonies than ours; from thefe
advantages they are enabled to over-bid us on the Coaft, and if they once
_get into the method of being fupplied with Englith goods to mix with their
.own, we fhall be affuredly cut out of this trade in a very little time; for
it is well known that a mixture of Dutch and Englith goods is preferable
-on the Gold Coatt to either Englith or Dutch fingly; it will therefore be
‘highly neceffary to put a timely ftop to thefe practices ; at lealt members
of the committee fhould be reftrained from having any concern diretly
or indire¢tly in them.

I have feen Mr. Camplin’s vera copia of the committee’s minutes and
inftructions to their governor and council here; what impreffion they
have left on the minds of the Liverpool gentlemen I cannot pretend to
fay, but am of opinion they were not at all fatisfactory.

; ' ‘The
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The council at Cape Coaft is compofed of Mr. Mill, governor; Mr.
Bell, chief of Annamaboe; Mr. Trinder, chief of Winnebah; and Mr.
Drew, chief of Accra, all of whom I have accufed of mal-pradtices, the
three laft in particular, and the committee, out of their profound refpect for
their conflituents, bave condefcended to write out to thefe very gentlemen, to
iftitute an enquiry info the charges exhibited againft themfelves, even though
the charge is brought only by Mr. Brew. What the refult of this enquiry
' will be does not require a Daniel to foretell 5 it'is however aftonifthing
that the committee would dare offer fuch a bare-faced affront to your
underftandings, as to imagine you would be duped by fuch a fhallow
device, and fuch flimfey affurances of redrefs; inftead of giving you the
fatisfaction you are {o juftly entitled to, their letter is filled with imper-
tinent infinuations, which reﬁe‘@;'_ no credit either on them or their
{ervants, whofe caufe they fo thamefully endeavour to fupport.

From the reception the Liverpool gentlemens létter met with from
the committee; - their ftanding forth the champions of their fervants upon
all occafions; the rancorous treatment I have met with from them, for
expofing the mal-practices of their governors, and their own unjuftifiable
condu@, I'am firmly perfuaded they never mean to alter the prefent
mode on the Coaft; your only relief then muft be from parliament, and
a total abolition of their board ; and it fhould be attempted as foon as
poffible, for when the committee’s fervants find they have nothing to
fear from all thefe reprefentations; that they are aided, afiifted, and fo
ftrenuoufly fupported by the committee, and that all complaints whatfo-
ever againft them are difcouraged and difregarded, there is no knowing
how far their boundlefs infolence will carry them ; .indeed I am certain
if this conteft’ does not produce regulations favourable to the private
trader, and effetually refirain and keep the committee’s fervants within
proper bounds, you had beft give up the trade at once.—I have not at
prefent to add, but that you may depend I will continue to advife you
regularly of all occurrences worth your notice, and that I am, with
the greateft refpe&,

GENTLEMEN,
' Your moft obedient humble fervant,
RTCHARD BREW .
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Drar Sir, Cafile Brew, Auguff 25, 1771,

NCLOSED I fend you a letter for your committee, in which you will
obferve I have made mention of Capt. Stephens’s church bible, and
could have added a good deal more on that fubje& in my publick letter,
but was cautious of appearing to have any particular defign againft Mr.
Mill; however, as I am entered fo far on ihis affair, it behoves me to
perfevere, and am determined to make you, and your committee ac-
quainted with every thing material that falls under my obfervation ; the
following circumftance however.I chufe to make you on/y acquainted
with, as it will enable you to make the proper enquiries when thefe
matters are brought before the houfe.

About feven months ago a gentleman, who is now a chief of one of
the forts, acquainted me, that he was told by Mr. Alleyn, Captain
Stephens’s clerk, and who is now a writer in the fervice, that when the
thip Africa went down to Accra, laft voyage, after burying Capt. Stephens,
Mr. Mill (who was Stephens’s executor) took afhore the log book, or
church bible beforementioned, and that he had tore out feveral leaves in
which were particularized the flaves he had fent on freight the preceeding
voyage or voyages; you will therefore pleafe to obferve when this book
is produced, whether or not any fuch thing has been done, and if it has,
I think you need no farther proofs, and dare to fay that Mr. Bell, Mr.
Petrie, and Mr. Groffle will be found alfo to have fhipped off a good
-many {laves in the fame fhip.

AsT have given a fketch of the times here in'the publick letter, there
buying remains only to tell you that gold commands the trade 5 there is no
a flave without one ounce of gold at leaft on it, and the windward Coaft
has been fo ranfacked, that there is no fuch thing as getting gold, even
though you fell your goods from forty to fifty per cent. under prime coft ;
the next beft article is fine broad ftriped taffats, flowered cuttanees,
Patna chintz, with {mall black flowers, fine white grounds, well chofe
printed linens'and cottons, very large brafs pans, fine Silefias, Danifh and
birding guns, plain taffatys, fine mixed Romauls, fattin ftripes, half pint
tankards. Goods not in demand as follows; powder, pewter, knives,

2 ells
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ells of no kind, halffays, Negannepauts, Bejutapauts, checks, cherry-
derries, and blue bandanoes; there is at prefent no Afhantee trade,
which is the reafon powder and pewter are not called for; however it
will not be prudent to fend fhips out without thefe articles.

I am told Meffrs. Rofs and Mill expe& to be called before the Houfe
of Commons, and that they are ready prepared for the occafion, but I
fancy they will be terribly difconcerted upon hearing the church bible
called for.

Mr. Wallace, who now commands the Africa, was Capt. Stephens’s
chief mate all the three voyages he made to the Gold Coaft; he fhould
therefore be certainly brought before the bar of the houfe, and {worn
whether lre ever knew or heard of any flaves being thipped on freight on
board the Africa.

I fhall take it as a particular favour if you would tran{mit Mr. Smith a
copy of the publick letter, or other letters I may have wrote you, which
I have not {ent him copies of.

Much about the time this reaches you, Capt. Howe, of the fhip
Maifguin, of Briftol, will be arrived, and as he has been upwards of
feven months on the Coaft, he can inform you of many particulars which
will correfpond exaély with my publick letter.

Pleafe excufe this hurried epiftle; I fhall be more particular in my
next, have therefore only to with you health and profperity, and to aflure
you that I am with the greateft efteem and refpeét,

Dgar Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

GENTLEMEN, Caflle Brew, Octoler 1/}, 1771.
Did myfelf the honour to write to you the 25th of laft Auguft, copy
of which goes herewith, but through hurry to get my letter on board
the Richmond, I forgot to mention a common pradtice of the com-
mittee’s governors, Meflrs. Mill and Bell in particular, which is their
felling great numbers of flaves to the general and fifcal of Elmina, for

Portuguefe tobacco, whenever that article is in great demand, the confe-
P quence
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quence of which is extremely prejudicial to the thipping; firft, by getting
{upplied with a commodity which commands the trade from the natives,
and fecondly, by difpofing of fuch a.number of flaves to our natural rivals
the Dutch, which fhould certainly circulate amongft the Britith thipping;
to this it will be obje@ed, that the captains of fhipsare at liberty to purchafe :
tobacco as well as the governors ; which is very true, but then parting
with prime flaves, and flaves that are perhaps feafoned and ufed to the
dhips, would not only lengthen their voyages, but difhearten the reft of
their cargoes; and it happens but feldom that the captains can barter
goods for tobacco with the Portuguefe, as our wary and induftrious
neighbours the Dutch take care either to fend convoys down with the
Portuguefe, or difpatch them away in the night, with orders to ftretch
out to fea, to prevent the Englith thips from dealing with them.

I will however do the committee the juftice to fay, they have formerly
fent out pofitive orders to the governor and council, forbidding them or
any others of their fervants, to trade directly or indireély with the Dutch;
but the committee’s orders are no more regarded on this fide the tropick
than yours would be, fhould you think proper to {end any.

I am informed the excufe thefe gentlemen give for felling flaves to the
Dutch is, to procure tobacco for the payment of the committec’s {laves
and other expences; but it is a known truth that not above one tenth of
what they purchafe is confumed, otherwife than in the purchafe of flaves;
however Ithink many methods may be fallen on to purchafe tobacco befides
giving flaves for it; for inftance, if the committee made application to
the Weft India company of Holland, to furnifh them with a {ufficient
number of rolls annually, to defray the expences of the Britith forts, at
forty or fifty thillings, or even at three pound per roll, to be paid by the
committee at home, it would be inﬁnitely better than buying it from
their (ervants, at fix pounds five thillings per roll, and the primeft goods
in the fupplies picked out by them for payment; and even if this method
was not adopted, the committce have only to fend out cowries and Silefias
{ufhicient for this purpofe, and tobacco may be always procured from the
Portuguefe, under three pound fterling per roll, including the expence of
a long boat or fhallop to be always kept employed for this purpofe.

This
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This moment I received a letter from Capt. John Harwood, of the
Snow Greenwich, of Briftol, in which is the following paragraph.

¢¢ I hear the chief of Tantumquerry, Mr. Miles, was flogged in his
hall, by a caboceer (not Dutton) alfo Capt. Blundell of the Corfican
Hero, of Liverpool; and the Second of the fort were feverely beat, and
all their cloaths tore off, and were fome time confined in the town;
the Second went to the water fide to efcort Blundell up, and upon my
boat’s appearing in fight, the Tantum people fent off two canoes to
take her, thinking fhe belonged to Harwood, but finding their miftake-
never molefted her.”

I have taken a great deal of pains, gentlemen, in all my letters upon

' African affairs, to prove the inutility of the forts in their prefent thame-
fully defencelefs flate. Ileave you to judge of their condition, when
the natives will dare to ftrike a governor in his own hail. Can fuch a
fort, or fuch a governor, render the fmalleft affiftance or proteion to a
private trader? can fuch a fort be worth fupporting at the expence of
6, 7 or 80ol. per annum? will the committee pretend to fay that fuch a
fort is tenable; that it is not conftantly in the power of the natives; and
that it is not owing more to their good difpofitions, than the committee’s
wife regulations, that you have a fort at all ?

The committee will poffibly write out to their governor and council to
enquire whether it is true or not, that Mr. Miles, Capt. Blundell, and
the Second, were flogged in the manner fet forth in Captain Harwood’s
letter ; but as it is more than probable Capt. Blundell, on his arrival in
England, will be able to thew you he has had ocular demonftration,
they may fave themfelves that trouble.

A moft pernicious practice has of late crept into the trade of the Gold
Coaft, which is the giving gold upon flaves; and it is greatly to be
wifhed that fome methods may be fallen upon to put a timely ftop to it,
otherwife it will be impoffible for any man to continue to trade here with
any profpect of fuccefs; Appolonia, the only place from which the
thipping ufed to be fupplied with gold, you are effectually thut out from
that fort, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda being faltories to the

governor of ‘Cape Coaft, who is fo plentifully fupplicd with gold from
P 2 thefe
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thefe places, that he carries every thing.before him ; for the truth of
which T appeal to all the Liverpool and Briftol captains that have been
here this “year.

Formerly owners of thips ufed to fend out double cargoes of goods, one.
for flaves, the other for gold ; if flaves happened to be dearer than ufual,
the cargoe for gold was throwninto the flave cargoe in order to fill the

- fhip; on the other hand, if flaves were reafonable the gold cargoe was
difpofed of for gold and ivory, at a profit of thirty, forty, or fifty per
cent. which went a great way towards paying the portlfge bill in the
Weft Indies; as I have frequently known from five to fifteen hundred
pounds fterling in gold and ivory carried off from this coaft, over and
above a compleat cargoe of flaves. How ftrangely things are reverfed
now, you have experienced; we fcarce fee a fhip go off with her comple-
ment of flaves, notwithftanding her cargoe is laid in from eighteen to
twenty pounds fterling per head on an average, reckoning goods at prime
coft, without a thilling charges on them; a great part of which they
are obliged to fell where they can for gold, greatly under prime coft, or
lie here till their provifions are all expended, and their bottoms eat out
with the worms. '

As the committee do not appear inclinable to make any regulations in
favour of the private trader, I imagine you will be under the neceflity of
laying your grievances before parliament this next feflions. I have there-
fore only to add once more, gentlemen, that I am ready and willing to
depofe upon oath (before any perfon deputed for that purpofe) to the
truth of the fo!lowing charges exhibited by me againft the committee and
their {ervants. ‘

L. and principally, That every governor of Cape Coaft fince the year
1763, to the prefent governor (Mr. Hippifley excepted) have fhipped off
great, numbers of f{laves on their own accounts, contrary to aét of

-parliament and reftriGions of the committee.

ITI. That the fervants of the committee who are paid by the publick,
fuch as docors, feconds, {erjeants, gunners, and even {oldiers, have been

employed as factors and traders for the governors of Cape Coalt and other
chiefs of forts.

111,
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III. That the gov'ernors of the forts, particularly Meflrs. Mill and Bell,

x_nake a praé’cice of felling confiderable numbers of flaves annually to the ...

Dutch, contrary to the laws and regulations of the fervice.

IV. That feveral of the governors continue to employ floating fattories,

to the great detriment of the fhipping and free traders.
V. That the governors of the forts carry on an extenfive trade with
each other, contrary to a& of parliament, and greatly to the prejudice of
the Britifh fair trader ; as the governor of Cape Coaft (over and above the
advantages he reaps from the publick fupplies) is fo-abundantly ftocked
with. cargoes from England, that he can give the chiefs far better affort-
ments than any fhip whatfoever, and can afford a.much better price, being
complimented with the freight of his goods out, and not being faddled
with any expences incidental to the private and fair trader.

VI. That it is a common practice with Mr. Bell to employ the pcor
ftarved foldiers, ferjeant, gunner, and committee’s {laves, in his own
bufinefs; that he frequently keeps the pcor whites going in canoes on
board fhips in the road to watch his goods coming on thore ;. which fevere
fervice accounts for the great mortality among them, and by which
a poor foldier narrowly efcaped drowning a few days ago, being overfet
with a canoe-load of rum. coming on. fhore. The coopers he employs
making ankers, &c. for him, and the other flaves when and wherever
they can be any ways ferviceable to him.

As we have no jultices of the peace in this country, it could not be
expeGted that my accufations againft the committee and their fervants
could be properly authenticated ; I am, however, determined to 2flemble
as many captains of thips as I can, and to {wear before them to the truth
of the whole; and alfo that on the arrival of a man of war, I will confirm
the fame by making a frefh affidavit before the captain; this, as I am
fituated, is all in.my power, or in the power of any other man to do.

By this opportunity, I expect to fend you fuch proofs of Mr. Mill’s
having fhipped off between fixty and feventy flaves on freight by the
Africa, late Captain Stephens, the laft time he left the Coaft, as will clear
up all your doubts. I am, however, extremely concerned, that the
committee’s behaviour has obliged me to take this very difagrecable ftep,

5 as
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as I never intended to hurt any individual in the fervice, particularly
Mr. Mill; my quarrel being intirely to the fyftem; and although
Mr. Mill’s extenfive trade cannot fail to prejudice the fair trader, yet, he
is certainly the fitteft man by much in the committee’s fervice to be at the
head of ‘affairs ; therefore the difcarding him will not mend the matter,
if he is fucceeded either by Mr. Bell, Mr. Drew, or Mr. Trinder, the
prefent council 5 you may depend upon it, they will tread in his fteps as
far as their thallow capacities will permit them.

Mr. Bell, who is next in fucceflion, is a man of the moft rapacious,
avaricious, mean difpofition of any in the fervice ; his pufillanimity is fuch,
that he will give up every point to the natives, be they ever fo difgraceful
or injurious to the honour of the nation ; therefore, thould Mr. Mill be
fuperfeded by him, we fhall be in a much worfe fituation than we are at
prefcnt'; and as for Meflrs. Drew and Trinder, they are totally unfit to
be at the head of affairs : therefore, it is my humble opinion, that we
ftand in need of a total change both of men and meafures.

Inclofed you will receive a certificate *, figned by Mr. Robert Johnfton,
a private trader; he is a very intelligent man, and has ferved the com-
mittee many years, both on this coaft and Senegal ; he is now going off
the Coaft, and propofes taking his affidavit to the truth of what he has
advanced, on his arrival at Barbadoes, and will fend the fame to
Samuel Smith, Efq; Old Jewry, London. -

You will pleafe alfo to receive another certificate * from Mr. Ifaac
Garrick, who formerly ferved Mr. Mill ; and which, with Mr. Johnfton’s
certificate, I hope, will be fufficient to convince you, that I have advanced
nothing but facts againft the committee’s fervants. .

The committee, I find, are labouring very hard to find out (ornething
reprehenfible in my condu& whilt I was in their fervice ; I cannot,
however, help thinking, it would redound much more to their credit to
endeavour to exculpate themfelves and their fervants from the heavy
charges brought againft them, than to attempt to amufe you by fuch
a poor mean {ubterfuge ; they reprefent me, I am told, as a difappointed
peevith man, and are endeavouring to prepofiefs all they can againft my

* See this at the end of the letters,

remonf{trances.
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remonftrances. I am not, however, without hopes, that my conduct will
be approved by all unbiafled, unprejudiced men; if I am peevifh and
difappointed, their ignorance and folly, and the fcandalous behaviour of
their fervants, has helped greatly to make me {0 ; I hope, however, it will
be granted, that a difappointed peevifh man may be honeft and defpife
a falfehood, as much as any member whatfoever of their board.

It happens very lucky for the committee, that they and I are at o great
a diftance from each other, for if I could attend the curfitor baron of the
exchequer, when the committee carry their accounts to him to be audited,
I dare fay, I could unravel many iniquitous {cenes, which you are and
muft ftill remain ignorant of.

I have not at prefent to add, but that I am with the greateft efteem

and refpect, GENTLEMEN,
’ Your moft obedient humble fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

DEeAR S1R, Ckyile Brew, Oiober 15, 1771.

EN CLOSED is a duplicate of my letter of the 25th of laft Auguft,
fince which I am favoured with yours of the 2oth of June laft, by the
Barbara, Captain Culfhaw.

You will fee by my letters to your committee, dated the 2 5th of Auguft
and 15th of O&ober, that I have not been idle, and that I have fent
them two certificates, which muft convince all unbiaffed men that my
reprefentations are founded on ftubborn fa&s; but the fcandalous par-
tiality of the committee towards their fervants is fuch, that they would
not liften to the angel Gabriel if he faid any thing prejudicial of them.
I hope, however, you will not reft till you obtain fuch regulations and
reftriCtions as will put the trade upon a proper footing.

The articles in demand are the fame as when I wrote to you laft; gold
is ftill the greateft of all articles in this golden country ; the prohibition on
powder, pewter, &c. as by my laft, ftill continues. Slaves are exceeding
{carce, price ten ounces men, and eight ounces women, to the blacks, and
an ounce advance to the whites. Goods wanted. by veflels in this road at
prefent: the Ingram wants one hundred and twenty flaves, the Corfican

Hera
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Hero fifty or fixty, the Nancy, Cazneau, forty or fifty, the Greenwich
one hundred and thirty, the Africa taken up. TheN+——, Ritchie ;
the Barbara, Culfhaw ; “the Venus, Goodwin; the Friendthip, Cum-
mings ; the Hannah, Hughes; ' the Charlotte, Blu*ndell; all new
comers ; and the John, Bold; the Union, Pole; the Auftin, Wilcox,
and Captain Price, foon expected, befides rum veffels: I therefore leave
you to judge of the thocking ftate of the trade here, and ‘what reafon you
have to expeét any alteration for the-better ; had the eight hundred flaves,
that were fentoff in the Peggy, Captain Mill, and the Richmond char-
tered fhip, circulated amongft the fhipping, the Ingréfn, Corfican Hero,
Nancy, Greenwich and Africa, would have been off the Coaft, and would
have left 4 fine opening for thefé hew comers; ‘befides, the price would
have continued at nine and feven ounces.

Captain Culfhaw has had great fuccefs in the time he has been down ;
he tells me, he has purchafed fifty-feven flaves; he is a yery induflrious
man, and I dare fay, will make a voyage, if any man makes one this
year. ' ' o

The gold trade as ‘well as the {lave trade is ruined; * Mr. Mill has
three long boats to windward and Cape Appolonia fort, purchafing gold
for him. Seventeen and fixpenny romauls are now fold for 2 ackies
gold, and moft other things in proportion. ‘Indeed the difadvantages
trade labours under juft now are incredible, and I am much miftaken if
any fhip this year will get intereft for her money, except the prices are
very high in the Weft-Indies, and little or no mor_t'ality amongft the
flaves; be affured, I will acquaint you with every material alteration in
the trade, fhould any happen.

The letter by Captain Bold (which T fear you have not received)
contained a certificate * figned by thirteen captains of fhips, relative to
the rifque merchants in England run, by the committee’s not allowing
private traders to lodge their effects in the forts in common with their
fervants ; you will, therefore, pleafe to apply to Mr. Smith, for a copy
both of the letter and certificate, as Mr. Camplin, fecretary to the

+ «committee, has prevailed on Captain Howe, of Briftol, to fign a recantation
of

“* See this at the end of the letters.
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of a former remonfirance concerning the faGories eftablithed by the
committee’s fervants. I have only to with you health and profperity,
and that I am with the greateft efteem,

Dear Sigr,

Your moft obedient fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

Dear Sir, Caftle Brew, October 16, 1771.

Y this opportunity I have wrote a letter to the committee of enquiry

in Liverpool, refpe&ing the Londgn committee and their fervants,

and have fent a copy of another letter I wrote them the 25th of Auguft

Iaft, both of which I have wrote Mr. Miles Barber to fend you copies of ;

as you write me, you have made fome reprefentations to a member of
government relative to the prefent eftablithment.

By thefe letters you will perceive I have fent home Ifaac Garrick’s
certificate, relative to Mr. Mill, which I hope will clear up all doubts of
his having fhipped off flaves; your teftimony upon this occafion, as
Garrick has mentioned you in the certificate, will ftrengthen the thing
greatly.

I have fent the committee of enquiry another certificate, figned by Mr.
Robert Johnfton, and which he propofes {wearing to in Barbadoes, as he
goes off in the fhip that carries this, and affures me he will fend you the
affidavit properly attefted, which I hope and earneftly intreat you will
immediately tranfmit to Arthur Heywood, Efq; or the committee of
enquiry in Liverpool.

The committee’s reprefenting me as a difappointed peevith man gives

~me little concern 3 I'am however determined to perfevere in deteting and
expofing their fcandalous practices when and wherever I can, being fully
convinced, that if every nerve is not ftrained this {effions of parliament, to
regulate the Gold Coaft trade, and reftrain them and their {fervants within
due bounds, Mefirs. Rofs and Mill, and their numerous adherents, will
{oon have the forts entirely in their own hands.

I have read Mr. Tweed’s pamphlet; his account of the blacks I think
a very juft one, and what he fays of the Windward Coaft is very likely
true, but I am a perfedt ftranger to that trade.

Q_ Do
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Do not forget to write to Mr. Heywood or Mr. Barber for copies of
my letters of the 25th of Auguft, and 15th of Oétober ; alfo for a copy of
the regulations I have given them ; and when you get them, you fhould
circulate them amongft the friends of a free and uninterrupted trade to
Africa, Tam

DeAR SIR,

Your moft obedient fervant,
RICHARD BREW.

Mr. RoBERT JounsToN’s Certificate of Mr. CHARLES BELL, Governor
of Annamaboe, refufing him Proteclion and Affiffance.

THESE are to certify all whom it may concern, that on the 3oth

Day of Oc&ober 1770, my houfe at Winnebah, in which was
depofited effects to the amount of two thoufand pounds fterling and up-
wards, was fet on fire as is fuppofed by my own fervant, he being detected
in plundering the houfe (during the conflagration;) upon which I was
advifed by Mr. Trinder, the chief of the fort, alfo by the caboceers and
town’s people to fecure him in irons in the fort, which I accordingly did;
and at his own requeft adminiftered fetith to him, according to the laws
and cuftom of the country, notwithftanding I had fufficient proofs before,
and by which fetith he was condemned, and became my property
according to the- faid laws and cuftoms. ,

And I do farther certify and declare, that in the month of December
following, I came up to Annamaboe, and went on fhore to tranfact fome
bufinefs with Mr. Brew ; that I no fooner got into his houfe, butit was
furrounded by the town’s foldiers with drums, mufquets and other
weapons ; all of whom threatned, if I did not fend down to Winnebah
for the aforementioned fervant, who is an Annamaboe man, and deliver
bim up to them, they would not fuffer me to go off the beech, and would
carry me into the bufh; upon which I waited on Mr. Charles Bell, the
prefent chief of Annamaboe fort, and painted my fituation to him in the
moft pathetic manner I could, and claimed the prote&tion and affiftance
of the fort ; to all which he anfwered that it was not in his power to

6 render
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render me the fmalleft affiftance; that he wouldnot involve the committee
in any difpute with the natives upon any account whatfoever ; alfo that
he would not fire a gun in my defence; upon which I was obliged
to return to Mr. Brew, who became my fecurity to the town's peo-
ple for the delivery of the man; thus was I obliged to give up a man who
had not only plundered me, but in all probability fet fire to my houfe, by
which my lofs amounted to upwards of fix hundred pounds fterling.

And Ifarther declare, whilft my effects were carrying to the fort during
the conﬂagration,v that the foldiers, flaves and other fervants of the com-
mittee, were as induftrious in plundering me as the town’s people.—To
all which I am ready to atteft on oath when called upon.

Winnebab, Ocltober 1, 1771. ROBERT JOHNSTON.,

Another Certificate of Mr. JOHNSTON’s.

THESE are to certify the Britith merchants trading to Africa, or
whom elfe it may concern, that I have perufed the accufations fet forth
by Mr. Brew againft the fervants of the committee, in his letter to the
committee of enquiry, in Liverpool, of this date; and that I am ready
and willing to atteft upon oath to the truth of the five firft articles, wvzz.

I. That feveral governors of Cape Coaft, fince the year 1763 to this
prefent time, have thipped off great numbers of flaves on their own
accounts contrary to act of parliament.

II. That the fervants of the committee, who are paid by the publick,
have been frequently employed as traders for the governors.

III. That the governors of forts make a practice of felling great
numbers of {laves to the Dutch. |

IV. That feveral governors continue to employ floating fatories, to
the great prejudice of the trade.

V. That the governor and chiefs of forts carry on a very confiderable

‘trade with each other, to the great detriment of the thipping.

And I do farther certify and declare, that I will take my affidavit in
form, to the truth of thefe accufations on my arrival in Barbadoes, and
will tranfmit the fame properly attefted to the committee of enquiry in

Q.2 Liverpool,
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Liverpool, Miles Barber, Efq; or Samuel Smith, Efq; London. Given
under my hand this joth of September, 1771.
In prefence of ROBERT JOHNSTON.

Joun Harwoob,
HorAaTIiO SMITH.

A Certificate of ISAAC GARRICK.

Annamaboe, Oclober 1ff, 1771.
THESE are to certify all whom it may concern, that I (lfaac
Garrick). was employed upwards of three years on the Coaft, by David
Mill, Efq; governor of Cape Coaft Caftle, in the following ftations ;
firlt, as a factor at Shadoe, an Englifh town three miles to the eaftward
of Barracoe, and afterwards as mafter of a fhallop in the Gaboon trade ;
that during the time of my keeping the factory at the abovementioned
place, there was a private trader, called John Hyde, came to fettle at
Shadoe alfo, of which I acquainted Mr. Mill, who immediately wrote
me for anfwer, that I muft endeavour to get him turned out of the town
if poflible, or trade in fuch a manner that it would be impoffible for him
to continue there without a very great lofs; upon which I followed his
inftructions and foon got him turned out of the town.

And I alfo declare that on or about the month of September in the
year 1769, the abovementioned David Mill, Efq; fent me off the Coaft,
a paflenger in the fhip Africa, commanded by the late Capt. John
Stephens, in order to purchafe a veflel for him in America, and he told
me, he had fhipped upwards of fixty flaves, which were marked M S,
upon his account and rifque, to an{wer this purpofe; that I accordingly
did proceed in the faid fhip for the Weft Indies, having firft fettled my
accounts with the faid Mr. Mill, and received a note from him for fifteen
pounds fterling, the balance due to me on leaving the Coaft; that upon
our arrival in the Weft Indies, I found it was impoflible for me to go
on with the plan of purchafing a veflel, owing to the great mortality
amongft his flaves; that I then preceeded to America, and from thence to
London; when I applied to Mefl. Rofs and Mill for the aforefaid
balance due to me from Mr, Mill, produced to them.my inftru®ions, and

3 ! note
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note from Mr. Mill, which they refufing to pay, I drew up a petition to
the committee of the company of merchants trading to Africa, in which
I fet forth the whole of my connetions aud tranfa&tions with Mr. Mill,
which I thewed to his bro.thcr"Capt. Hercules Mill, who told me, if I
would make out my accounts, and fupprefs the petition, I fhould be
immediately paid ; which I accordingly did, and the next day waited
upon Capt. Mill, at the Edinburgh coffee houfe, when he told me he
“'was ready to pay me if I would deliver up my inftru®ions and papers
to him, which through necefiity I was obliged to do, and.then recejved *
from Capt. Mill, a bill on Mefl. Rofs and Mill, for my balance, which
bill they accepted and paid me.

And I do further certify, and declare, that when I drew up the afore-
mentioned petition to the committee, I thewed it to Samuel Smith, Efq;
of the Old Jewry, London, who perufed it more than once; for the
truth of which I appeal to that gentleman, and alfo declare that 1 am
ready and willing to make oath on the Holy Evangelifts to the truth of
what is fet forth in every part of this certificate. Given under my hand
this 1t Day of O&ober, 1771.

' ISAAC GARRICK.

A Certificate of the Neceffity of the Ufe gf the Forts to private
Traders.

WHEREAS the houfe of Mr. Robert Johnfton, a private trader
at Winnebah, has lately been burnt, and a great quantity of effects be-
longing to merchants of London and Liverpool in pofleffion of the faid
Mr. Johnfon, were in the utmoft danger of being deftroyed by the faid
accident ; we give it as our opinion, that private traders fettled under the
prote&ion of the forts, thould have liberty in common with the com-
mittee’s fervants of lodging all their effects whatfoever in the forts, and
that a proper apartment or apartments fhould be allotted them for that
purpofe, to fecure the property of all fuch merchants, whofe captains
are frequently under the neceflity of trufting their goods with thofe
gentlemen ; and we are alfo of opxmon, that for want of fuch fecurity,

| private
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private traders are greatly difcouraged from fettling under the forts, which
is extremely detrimental to the trade in general.

Annamaboe Road, November 2, 1770, .
Mafter of the thip Marlborough, of Briftol, - Joun MARsHALL.
Ditto of the thip John, of Liverpool, - - - - ArTHUR BoLD.
Ditto of the fhip Maifguin, of Briftol, - - - RoBerT Howk.
Ditto of the thip Roebuck, of ditto, ~ = - - Tgo. GULLAN.
Ditto of the fhip Friendthip, of Barbadoes, - = RoBERT ERSKINE.
Ditto of the thip Swallow, of Liverpool, - - Geo. FLEeTwWooD.

Ditto of the fnow Difpatch, of ditto, = = =" Joun RriTcHIE.
Ditto of the thip Kitty, of ditto - - James Brown.
Ditto of the thip Sally, of Bofton, - - - - Dan. M‘CaRrRTHY.
Ditto of thc; thip Sultan, of Rhode Ifland, - - Siras Cooxk.
Ditto of the brig Othello, of ditto, - = - Joun Duncan.
Ditto of the brig Peggy, of ditto, - - - - CHARLEs MooRE.
Ditto of the floop Adventure, of ditto, - - - Thnomas ROGERS.

N. B. Fourteen fail in the road of Annamaboe this day.

A wery juft and  fenfible Letter of Mr. Arbuthnot’s on the miferable State (f‘
the Forts, addreffed to Lord Hillfborou gh, which undoubtedly would have .‘
met with the Attention of the Board of Trade, had that Nobleman continued
at the Head of that Department.

My Lorbp, ,
AVING been perfectly well acquainted with the late Captain Tonyn’s
intention of laying before your lord(hip, not only the ftate of the
forts and fettlements on the Gold Coaft of Africa, (where I had the
happinefs of his friendthip and particular confidence) but alfo fome obfer-
vations on the trade, the footing the governors are on there, and the mode
of paying the people in the committee’s fervice ; 1 have, with the greateft
difidence, ventured to addrefs your lordfhip on that fubjec.

I have the honour to be a lieutenant in his majefty’s land fervice; being
upon half-pay, preferred an alive to an ina&ive ftate of life ; and obtained
leave to accept of a commiffion offered me by the committee of the
company of merchants trading to Africa; where having refided fome-

time,
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time, I had the opportunity of making the following remarks, which
I beg leave to fubmit to your lordthip’s confideration.

The Dutch. forts, my lord, are fo contiguous to the Britith on
the Gold Coaft of Africa, that it appears eflentially neceflary the latter
fhould be kept in a ftate of defence ; but they are, at prefent, deficient in
every- particular, conducive to that end : which is not owing, as has been
alledged, to the infufficiency of parliamentary allowance for the fupport
of them, bat to the avarice of thofe intrufted by the committee with the
direGion of affairs on that Coaft; who, preferring private intereft to
public welfare, not only make a job of the repairs of the forts, butalfo
are great gainers by the deficiency of public ftores in general,

It has been afferted, though I am apt to think without foundation, that
unlefs the governors, or chiefs of Britith forts on that coaft are allowed to
trade, the Dutch would engrofs the whole, and entirely ruin our com-
mercial intereft there. On the contrary, I have reafon to believe the
trade would be carried on to a greater extent, and the forts would be of
more public benefit, were the governors ftrictly prohibited from trading.
If this meafure was adopted, it is beyond a doubt, that many confiderable
merchants would eftablith factories on that coaft, and fupply them with
larger and better affortments of goods than the forts, on the prefent plan,
can be expected to be furnithed with ; therefore, the trade would not only
be preferved, but greatly extended; the advantageous confequences of
which, to this nation and the colonies, are fufficiently confpicuous.

The governors then, it is to be hoped, would fuftain, as is their duty,
the dignity and commercial intereft of the nation in general; be a curb
to the Dutch; keep the natives in due fubmiffion; and inftead of oppo-
fing, and obftruing, would protect, and affift the Britith traders —
which falutary purpofes are now facrificed to felf intereft.

By the prefent regulations, the committee’s governors are reftriGted
from exporting flaves on their own account, but are permitted to deal to
what extent they pleafe on the Coaft. Their advantage by this is 20 per
cent. which they charge the fhipping over and above what is given to
the black traders. This confiderable difference in trade induces the

gOVernors and mafters of fhips to intrigue with the natives, in oppofition
to
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to each other, and to endeavour by bribes and other artifices to allure
them to their feparate interefts, '

Thefe diffenfions, my lord, are manifeftly detrimental to the trade, and
even endanger the fafety of the Britith fubje@®.’ For the natives taking
advantage of them, not only enhance the price of {laves, but are become
{o arrogant and daring, that there are very recent inftances of their (eizin g
and beating the governors themfelves. When they, who aflume the
particular diftin&ion of having the Britith flag carried before them when-
ever they travel, tamely fuffer for their private trading intereft fuch
difgraceful infults—your lordthip may eafily judge how the dignity of
the Britith flag is fupported; and what protection the Britith traders
(being their rivals) are to expe@ from “trac'ling governors in that diftant
part of the world.

To explain the method of paying the committee’s fervants, it is
neceflary to obferve, that the governors, or chiefs of forts, in that fervice,
have the advantage of, what is there called, ’furniﬂu‘ing for their forts;
that is, advancing goods of their own for the pay of the garrifon, repairs,
and many other charges allowed by the committee for the {upport of the
forts. Thefe expences they defray with rum, tobacco, and coarfe cloth :
articles in no demand, and only fit to purchafe provifions; but are repaid
in the very beft trading goods, as India filks, and other valuable articles
which come out among the fupplies; fo that this emolument amounts to
double their falary, which will evidently appear from the following
inftance, viz. a governor iffues on pay, to his garrifon, one gallon of rum
at 6s. it cofts him but 15s. 84. and is now fo bad an article on the Coatt,
that even for provifions it fcarcely goes for 2s. 64, 6s. is transferred
to the governor’s credit, for which he draws goods that are really worth
what they are charged on pay; fo for 15. 84. he gets 65. and the perfon
paid with the rum has but 2s. 64. for 6s. of his pay. By this method of
furnifhing, the committee is always in arrears to the governors ; who,
therefore, upon the arrival of the annual thip, claim the privilege of
feleCting for themfelves the very beft goods for trade. Thus they take
their falaries, as well as arrears ; and by that time the governor of Cape
Coaft (whofe tharc is by far the greateft) and the other governors have

chofen
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chofen out their quotas, the whole annual fupplies are nearly exhaufted :
A very good reafon for paying the reft of the committee’s fervants with
what goods they pleafe.

The council on that coaft has, in reality, the difpofal of the whole
parliamentary allowance (except what is referved for the committee’s

“expences at home ;) they make out the annual indent, which is always
implicitly complied with by the committee ; whereby they never fail to
have out a prime affortment of goods fit for trade ; and, to accomplifh this
private purpofe; they are not only fparing of flores for public utility, but
alfo curtail thof articles of the fupplies which are not advantageous: for
this laft reafon, they do not order above half the quantity of Englith
brandy that might be ufed among the forts. In lieu of the other half
they have prime goods, and a very great advantage by f{upplying the
deficiency of that {pirit with American fum; which, as béforementioned,
they now buy for 15. 84. and always iflue on pay at 6s. per gallon.

1t is avesred, that not lefs than ten thoufand gallons are thus annually
fupplied ; if fo, this advance of 4;.'44'. per gallon amounts to a confiderable
fum. -

The chief motive that induced me to give your lordfhip the trouble
of this addrefs, was to reprefent the unhappy fituation of the poor foldiers
in this part of Africa: but as a minute detail of their wretched circum-
ftances would take up too much of that time which your lordfhip can fe
ill fpare from weightier affairs, permit me only to obferve, that if the forts
were well fortified, {which is quite the reverfe) they could not, though
but feebly attacked, be defended by the prefent garrifons; for the
miferable foldiers on that coaft are originally the refufe of every fervice

inlifted for in London; many of them affliced with incurable diforders, ...

and almoft all of them unfit for duty when fent to Africa : where, not to
‘mention the climate, they find themfelves, in a great meafure, deflitute of
‘every neceffary of life; are ill paid, ill clothed, and totally undifciplined.
‘"The very fight of them excites pity, and is a national difgrace.

To be explicit on this fubje& would far exceed the bounds of a letter;
‘but if honoured with permiffion to wait on your lordfhip, I hope to be
.able to fet in the cleareft light any thing herein hinted at, either relative
to the trade, or the fyftem of government on the Gold Coatt.

R Should
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Should this'be thought rather out of the road of my duty, I hope the
misfortune- of Captain Tonyn’s death having prevented its coming to your
lordfhip’s knowledge through a proper channel, will be fome apology for.
my ‘prefuming to lay it.before you.. I have the honour ta be, with the.
utmoft refpect;. '

My Loro,
February 28, 1772. ' Your Lordthip’s, &c.

That thefe grievances ftill continue will appear from the following:
extract of a letter from the Gold Coaft of Africa, to a-merchant-at
Liverpool, dated 3oth of March, 1772, by the Weazel floop of war.

THE times fince the Ingram failed are infinitely worfe than when fhe
" lay here; for thefe three months, I will take upon me to fay, there has
not been three hundred flaves fold amongft all the thipping in this road of

Annamaboe, and we have feldom had lefs than from twelve to eighteen
 fail of top-fail veflels in it. 'They have at laft got the price of the flaves-
e upi to eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women;- therefore,
I would not have you, by any means, be concerned to Annamaboe for
fome time.—There is no buying flaves now without you give two ounces
of gold on each ; to procure which, you muft fell your. goods 20 per cent.
under prime coft, and you may think yourfelf happy to get it even at that
rate. The black traders are now got to fuch a pafs, they will not take
the primeft {moak taffaty, as they call it, but will oblige you to givle
feven ackies of gold in its ftead, and they will have gold alfo for any
article that is not ready fale in the market; in fhort, the nature of the
trade 1s fo much altered, that a man who was here but two years ago
would be at his wit’s end to make a purchafe.

Another great difadvantage every veflel muft labour under, that comes
here is, that Mr. Mill, governor of Cape Coaft Caftle, and Mr. Bell,
governor of Annamaboe, are both determined to go home with the next
annual ftore fhip *, and till then you may be affured, they will not only

fell

* Probably thefe gentlemen were alarmed at the attempt laft year to call the committee-men to
account; but, when they hear the bill did not pafs the Houfe, may lay afide their fears, and wait

~ till juftice overtakes them by an a& of parliament this winter to fuperfede and bring them to
a proper examination.
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fell the fhipping no flaves, but all the forts will be Zep# employed in
purchafing flaves for them, and, I dare fay, will carry off between them
at leaft one thoufand flaves: I therefore leave you to judge what profpet

a thip can have, till thofe two gentlemen are gone; for flaves they muft
and will have in fpite of fate.

[ L]

THE importance of the trade from Great Britain.to Africa, may be
thus briefly and fully evinced : It furnifhes annually to her colonies
from forty thoufand to fifty thoufand labourers ; who, with thofe already
there, by cultivation are enabled to fend to the:parent country every year, .
as appears by an average taken of the laft eight or ten years,

Ton. Duty.

150,000 hds. fugar -- - = 75,000 -  [.450,000

- 20,000 puncheonsrum - 10,000 = = 100,000

44,859,963 1b. tobacco - - 20,000 - - 1,121,499
150,000 catks of rice - -~ 37,500

40,230 cwt. coffee - - 2,115 - - 7,000
889,739 Ib. indigo - - - 397
1,941,094 1b. cotton - = - 866

400 ton gum fenega -- 400 4;000

Add to.thxs the fhlpplng employedin } O’c)oc)§13rolaof'e:d} 24550
carrying gold, wax, ivory, negroes . duty:

S ——— )

Tons of thipping employed 196,278 producing 1,687,499Revenue, .
And employing at leaft thirteen thoufand feamen.

Many of thefe articles, which pay no duty in their firt ftate, do on
exportation and manufacturing ; and befides thefe returns, through the
labour of the Africans they raife annually in the colonies food fufficient -
to {upply four millions of inhabitants, and fend a vaft furplus to Europe,
to which America is now become the only granary that can fupply
her wants. . 6

Thes.
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The benefits arifing to Great Britain from the employ of near two
hundred thoufand ton of fhipping and thirteen thoufand feamen, and the
advantages accruing to the revenue of above one million and an half of
money annually, will fhew the African Trade to be an obje& worthy
the ftricteft attention, both of the legiflature and the community.

F I N 1 &
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