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PREFACE:

Tue publication of another volume relating to

' may appear almost

# Brazil and the River Plate’
superfluons, after the previous one issued in 1868,
with only two years' interval occurring befween
that and the date of the present narrative, which
is indesd more or less supplementary. Events,
however, in those countries follow each other in
such rapid succession as to yield every ¥ear &
record of publie interest. The following pages,
therafors, will speak for thernselves, and supply

deficiencies which existed in the former recital,

besides alluding to occurrences of more recent date



PREFACE.

which muterially affect the welfare of the Flatine
States, and are explanatory of the late depreciation
in the value of their securities. As regards Brazil,
it cannot be srid that ehe has sustained any injury
from the commercial and financial crisis which has
passed over so many foreign countries—her onward
course having been charncterized by more steadi-
ness and cnution. A * twice-told tale’ is not
always agreeable; but inasmuch as the scenes in
a play ave constantly shifting, so it may apply to
the countries hevein described. The sketch given
of events since the writer last visited those coun-
tries, in 1870, will serve to illustrate his meaning,
and he trusts be an apology for again intruding
himself on public notice.

The portrait of President Avellanedn, affixed to
this volume, is a tribute of respect due to a ruler
whose decision of character, united to a concilia-
tory spirit, has done so much to extrieate his

couniry from the difficulties into which it had

fallen, but from which it is now rapidly recovering,

That of the Viscount do Rio Branco represents




PHEFAQE.
& statesman who has rendered important services
to his country, both as a diplomatist end o
legislator, to whom Brazil is greatly indebted for
having succeeded, in accordance with the feelings
of the Hmperor and the wishes of the people,
in carrying throngh the General Asssmbly the
law for the freedom of birth, which in another
i generation will completely terminate slavery n

d the Empire.







BRAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE

IM 18TO.

BoUTHAMPTON, dune Dth, 18T0.— Onee mors upon
the waters, yet once more," but this time on board
the Royal Mail paddle steamer La Plats; one of
the most old-fashioned ships of the Company's
flost, but thoroughly good and comfortable for
passengers. She was originally intended for the
Cunard service, but bought by the Royal Mail
Company, when they lost the Amazon, des-
troyed by fire at sea, a very terrible event, now
almost forgotten. The La Plata was built by
Mr. Wood, of Port Glasgow, and has engines of
ImInenss power, with of course & large consumption
of fupl. The ship herself must be & mass of timber .
to bear the strain of such an enormous weight of
machinery, and I believe on recent officizl inspec-
tion she was found to be perfectly sound—sound
“ a5 the day she was built,” to use the technical
term for such things. There can be no doubt,
however, that the modern iron-built steamers
possess many and great advantages over these
B
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comparatively anfique specimens of maval archi-
tocture, both s respects economy of space and
fnel consumption, while excelling in relative speed;
so that the old La Plata class will ere long be a
rara avis in steamn navigation.

Southampton looks very lively on the departure
of two or three steamers the same day, ourselves
and the Cape Mail being of the number. The
new joint stock hotel, which had been closed for
goma tims, is re-opened. The town is more or
less a place of transit only, so far as strangers are
concerned, passengers by the steamers not lingering
much longer than they can help. It was a beautiful
warm morning, and a more than usual number of
““leave-takers” accompanied the tender on board
the La Plata, creating an amount of bustle, and to
gome extent of confugion, incident to these oe-
casions. The tide was low, and Southampton
Water did not show to great advantage. At 2.30
the mail came off, and certainly nothing can better
show the enormous increase of trade with Bouth
America than the formidable number of letter bags
and newspaper bags, &o., which came on board,
tiotwithstanding that in this case the Falmouth
stenmer of the Srd instant took replies to communi-
oations received by the last mail. There are now
gome half-a-dozen mail contract steamers a month
to Brazil and the River Plate, all taling their
quote of correspondence, and yet some of us are
old enongh to romember when the Falmonth sailing
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packets onee o month only tool helf-a-dozen bags
of letters—a fair complement in those doys. If
may be observed the postage was then 28 Td. under
the half-ounce, and even now it is 1s. under the
half-ounce. I will not enter into & disquisition on
foreign postage rates, beyond remarking that as a
rala a reduction has always been found to meeover
the perheps temporary difference in gross receipts,
as it indnces more Beguent writing and less

BRAZIL AND THE RIVER FLATE.

economy in the use of paper.

We are steering down Channel with moderate
weather, but the temperature very cold. Yesterday,
when embarking, it was quite hot and even sultry,
indicating thunder, but towards evening the wind
backed to the north, and after dinner it was &
question of bringing out robes, coats, and cloaks
of all shapes and sizes. Our passengers are nob
numerons, and less mixture than nsnal, bot amongst
them is the second brigade of Mr. Henley's colo-
nists, including some of Eugland’s best blood and
breeding, going out to sesk their forfupes in the
pampas of Bonth America. The first lot went ont
with Mr. Henley himself, by the Royal Mail
steamer of the 9th May, consisting of some G0
colonists and 20 cemp followers or servants; the
number by this one consists of 16 first-clags and
a fow second, & third lot following next month, so
that altogether Mr. Henley will muster a force of
100 young, active spirits, to commence farming

operations with in the neighbourhood of Bellville,
B2
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near to the Central Argentine Railway, where
already there are numerous English settlers, con-
stantly multiplying. On the results of this experi-
ment of Mr. Henley much depends; for if it is
successful this class of settlers in the Argentine
territory may be indefinitely extended, to the great
advantage of the government, and to the more
rapid development of the country, for they becoma
g0 many landed proprietors, requiring the employ-
ment of manual labonr to assist in working their
farms ; and the only fear is that a portion of these
English youths, 50 scon as the novelty is worn off,
may become disgusted with the monotony of a
camp life; but for those who make up their minds
to endure hardships for a seasom, to keep steady,
-and above all things sober, I quite believe there is
a very hopeful future. Numerous disappointments
have been experienced by Englishmen who have
-invested their little capital in sheep farming, and
the alleged lawless state of the country is ancther
potent argument against Englishmen settling in the
Argentine Republic; but the one is accidental, and
owing chiefly to the great fall in the value of wool;
‘ the other cannot be said to be chronie. I haye great
faith in the Argentine Government removing the
causen of mischief, so far as practicable in a new
country, with a mixed, heterogeneons population,
and I dwell a little on this topic because it is of
importance both to ourselves and to countries
where energetic young Englishmen are ready to
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settle: if sufficient encouragement is given amd
local protection afforded them. The rising genera-
tion of the middle classes in Emngland requive
an outlet almost as much as the labouring classes,
and there is ample scope for them in the Hiver
Plate.

Amongst other agremens on board the La Flata
there is o thoronghly good band of musie, which
plays morning and evening, and there is a stalwart
bugleman who announces feeding time, one of the
nevenenrling n;:uxﬂ.c.u]mt:ifrt]ﬁ on bonrd all RREELENIT i
vessels;  but hera everything ie certainly dome in
very good style, and we must be fastidions indeed
to find fault with the bill of fare provided. Tha
Rl:u:ml Mail Company are no donbt r:ﬂ‘l.i:!‘i!]g FLOTE
for traffic than in the good old times of monopoly—
when mno other * cances were in the field ;" but
it iz quite & different case now, and they are
'I'I'l'{-e'l'_}:iﬂ_-‘!ll fo go with the stream; the reduoced rates
of passage money have also been a considerable
inducement to travel, and a trip to South America
is now lopked upon as one of the mew *‘sensa-
tions” of which people are fond. Both goods and
passenger traffic have multiplied enormously, and if
the Argentine Government should decide to give
“ pagistad passages,’” not only would they get a fair
ghara of our induostrial population, but alsol thia
gteam lines derive a share in the advantage by
being enabled to carry the emigrants out at a
moderate rate. '
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Noon, Friday, 10th June.—Just rounding Ushant,
at o distance of about three miles. T have never
seen it by daylight before—a precious wild looking
spot it is, the sen breaking over the numerous rocks
sbout the lighthouse. We are now frirly in the
“ Bay of Biscay,” & steady westerly breeze and
fina weather ; some fore and aft canvas set,

Sunday, 12th June.—Beautiful weather after a
fine run down the Bay, and hope to be in the
Tagus to-morrow morning early. It is over 16
years since I visited Lisbon before, nor from all
pecounts has it progressed much, but I well remem-
ber the beantiful scenery after passing the Burling
Rock, the Mafra convent, Cintra, the lines of
Torres Vedras, and other interesting associations,
which of course remain engraven on the mind.
Unfortunately, Portugal does not march with the
times, and the complaints then made as to the
impediments thrown in the way of eommerce and
pommunications with the outside world remain,
I believe, more or less stationary. Doctors of law
and medicine, quarantine and sanitary dogmas hold
undisturbed sway, unless the Government of the
Duke de Baldanha sweeps some of them away, for
which his lease of life iz hardly long enough.
Portugal, in fact, responds in a large degree to
the familiar title of pés de chumbo (or lenden feet),
by which the people have long been known.

Tuesday, 14th Juns.—After the excessive heat of
Lisbon yesterday, the change to fresh breezes and
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cooler weather is very agreeable, and we are favoured
with a fine north-saster, bowling along af the rate
of ten knots an hour, with square canvas sob,
which is the more fortunate as the steamer 1s
heavily laden, having received a considerable ad-
dition to her eargo at Lisbon, besides coal. A gond
many passengers landed at Lisbon, but were replaced
by others there, so that our number remnins pretty
much the same, say about 100 first and second
class—a small number for a ship of such capacity.
As usual, there was any amount of bustle and
clamour of woiees around snd on board, which,
combined with coal dust, renders s steamer any-
thing but an aquatic paradise during these necessary
operations at calling ports; so the comparative peace
and quiet following is fuily appreciated.

There is apperently little change in the appesr-
ance of Lisbon as seen from the Tagns since my
last visit, beyond its evidently great incresse in
gize, the extension of wharves, ferry-boats flying
aeross, and other indications of improved com-
minicetions ; but it being oneof their mnumerable
guint days (or holidays as they may more properly
be called) everything had a dead-alive look on the
river. The city itself seems to be all the better for
senitary regulations and an absence of those offen-
sive odours ome used to experience. It wns too
hot to expect much locomotion, but the churches
were well attended and the markets busy with
customers, it being the fruit season, with any
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quantity of melons, figs; strawberries, and cherries,
but we saw no grapes—rather too early for them.
We found the Douro steamer had srrived on
Saturday, the 11th, with a large mumber of
passengers, 120 of whom had been deposited in
the Lazarette buildings for & week or tendays on
the flimsy pretence of yellow fever lingering at
Rio (though there was mot s case of sickness on
board) to the great discomfort of passengers and
evident loss of traffic to the place, as many prefer
going on to Bordeaux or England rather than
undergo incarceration of this kind; but, like the
laws of the Medes and Persians, the sanitary
dogmas.of Forfugal undergo no change. To show
the absurdity of the thing, it may only be noticed
that, during the prevalence of cholers in England,
passengers by steamers were subjected to guaran-
tine, whilst those coming by land were allowed to
. enter, it being rather too serious o business even
for the Portugnese faculty to draw a& “ecordon
sanitaire” round the frontier. Lisbon has now
the bensfit of o sobmarine cable to Falmooth,
which places the city in prompt communication,
not only with England, but with the far East, and
before long it will no doubt be extended to Brasil
and the River Flate. Even the present facility
will be fully appreciated, and, T have no doubt, be
largely availed of for commercial purposes. We
hoped to have had a peep at the Channel iron-clad
fleet, either on the Tagus or croising near, bub
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were disappointed, there being only a Yankee
fr.iguta and two or thres Portugnese men-of-war
Iying at anchor.

Reverting to oceurrences on hoard, T may
mention the muster of the crew on Bunday, before
prayers were read in the eabin by the commander.
It was very gratifying, showing the discipline and
order which prevails in the company’s service, as
they are able to keep good men in oconstant
employment, and not obliged to ship a new orew
E\"E]':r' YOy RS, .[]'LFIEI'!{]. one 'I?ilf L':'.I'I J_.;rr!}lil [!ﬂJIlfD'I'E'Er
and, T may add, the safe navigation of ships
belonging to large and well-organised companies,
iz not only the regularity with which the service is
performed, but also the comparative seonrity which
an efficient staff of officers carries with it, in proof
of which I need only allude to the long ‘and
successful career of this very line fo Brazil and
the River Plate. Other ships and commanders
may be guite as good, but the prestige rightly due
to a perfect organization is an advantage that
travellers soon find out, provided things are more
or less on a par in other respects, A wholesome
competition is good for the general public, and the
greatiy increased and still inerensing traffic in such
conntries as Brazil and the River Plate has had to
be provided for through other chanmels, to meet
which competition the Roysl Mail Company (by
which tifle it is best known) has had to come down
from the high scale of charges formerly existing,
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and aecommodate itself more to the circumstances
of the times. I have said that so far as is possible
on the “ever restless ocean,” the comfort of
passengers is amply provided for, and the attend-
ance good, by trained servants. We hear of
grumbling oceasionally ss to the treatment of
. passengers, but our experience in this way is, that,
as a rule, it is satisfactory in most services which
make passenger fraffic a study, and that generally
there is a superfluity. Oceasionally, when a
steamer is very full of passengers, it may be
difficult to please every one, and due allowance
ghould then be made for the pressure on the
etitaing, ns well as on the stewards, who have often
a very hard task to perform. As an instance of
the treatment on board the La Plata, I copy the
following bill of fiure, premising that the hours for
meals are ! —Breakfast at 9; lunch at 12 (rather
close together); dinner at 4.30; tea at 7. Sand-
wiches ad libitum after 9 p.m.

Breakfast.—Haddocks, fresh fish, eggs, bacon,
omslettes, mutton chops) and cutlots, beef steak
and onions, salt fish, cold ham, currie and rice, tea,
coffee, &e.

Dinner.—ESoup, broth, fish, salmon and anchovy
sauce, Entrées—joints, mutton and caper sauce,
roast pork ; salad, cabbage and boiled potatoes, &o.
Pastry, plum pudding, custards and savory cakes.
Dessert—Oranges, Brazil nuts, figs, wine biscuits,
almonds and misins, olives.
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I may add that the bill of fare is varied as much
as possible, and the cooking leaves little to be
desired, and he must be either an excessive
gourmand, or wanting in that best of stimulants, a
good appetite, who cannot be satisfied with such a
table.

(Mf Teneriffe.—Possing between the islands, with
a splendid view of the grand old peak, some 12,000
fest above the level of the ses, on which the full
blaze of & mid-day sun is shining ; for the weather,
which has been gcnera]l}r r,'luur_l:r and VEry eool since
wa left LiHhﬂrL, hrjght{mad_ up a8 we JLP]_H‘CIH.L"J!IE(]. tha
land, and it is beginning to feel much more genial.
A sight of land is always a source of excitement on
board a passenger ,_r-|:Li]1J mn'}iinr:r & break “in the
mum‘ut.rm:,' of [!:Lil:.' life, We hpve also jm‘it P:l.!-:»aiﬂ-lj
an Italian barque, Violenting, bound from Genoa to
Monte Video, crowded with emigramts. We are
looking out for the Pacific steamer Araucanis,
which ought to be at Lisbon nof later than the
a0th, but she has a strong northerly wind to
eontend .!L;._T:ﬁl'u-i'l..

8t. Vincent, Monday, 20th June.—Came in here
early this morning—*coaled” and laft again at 1.30,
with o fresh trade wind and fine weather. Found
my friend My, Miller, who is again out here for a
few months for the purpose of extending his coaling
facilities, the strain on which has much increased
with the numerous lines of steamers running from
Ttaly and Marseilles—some holf-a-dozen companies,
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besides the English and’ French lines—altogether,
we summed up some 16 to 18 steamers a-month
from Europe to Brazil and the River Plate. They
do not all coal at St. Vincent, but the exceptional
ones are often compelled to call on their way home,
and this month the following steamers have followed
ench other in suecession :—Douro, for Southamp-
ton, on the 4th; City of Buenos Ayres, for
Fulmouth, on the 6th ; Poiton, for Marseilles, on
the 8th; Araucania, for Liverpool, on the 11th
{with 460 passengers en board); Newton; for
Laverpool (with damage to her machinery). We
hive, therefore, no chanee of sending letters but by
a postal steamer, daily expected at St. Vincent,
bound for Madeira and Lisbon. However, we shall
catch the Royal Mail steamer, homeward bound, at
Pernambuco. Mr. Miller is building a wharf for
the shipment of ballast, as every vessel bringing
coal is oblized to be supplied with ballast, there
being no cargo whatever for them at St Vincent,
The ballast will come down to the wharf from the
mountain range just above if, composed of loose
rock and debris—a very suitable material, much
better than the common sand ballast the ships have
hitherto had to take; and at a less cost.
2lgt.—Steam and canvas folly ot work, fine
weather, and passing ships bound southward. Per-
nambuco passengers looking forward to their arrival
at the port on Monday morning next, the 27th;
not & very agreeable prospect for them if the steamer
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has to anchor in the open roadstead, where there
is always more or less swell. There is also about
120 tons of cargo to be landed there, which will
oceupy an entire day. Pernambuco affnirs are
discussed on board, and amongst other things the
railway, which appears to be in very bad odour,
and looked wpon as & useless waste of national
regources. It 18 contended that, for the samo
e}:pentlitm‘u or less, some £00 miles of excellant
roads  could have been made, that woonld have
developed the waried resources of the Province,
whereas the railway leads nowhere, and can mever
be made a ]r.'t_\riug COTLCAT. F'L-L:-iﬂl: who know the
Provinee well are unanimous in this conclosion,
as well as in their opinion that the whole affair is
a monument of juhhur_','.. ignl}mucn, and fl':'“}'. the
Government being greatly to blame for ever sane-
tioning such a project, and still more in allowing
the original estimates to be excesded. Cartainly
the condition of English railway enterprise in
Brazil is not encouraging, or flattering to those
who conceived and projected it; and 1 have always
contended that the most sensible coorse for all
concerned was to get the Government to take the
existing railways and work them, giving the share-
holders railway bonds at a moderate rate of interest.
The tramway is & success, because it traverses the
very suburb where the railway ought to have been
made, which containg moest of the out-residents of
the city, and iz a great local convenience. FProjects
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for extending Pernambuco harbour, and making
docks are spoken of, but it is all moonshine. All
that the harbour really requires is dredging and
deepening, with a sufficiency of moorage laid down
with serew spile, instead of vessels having to anchor
with the risk of constantly getting foul of each
other's anchors and chains, often cavsing con-
siderable confugion. 1 allude fo these matters,
because it embodies the views of local people,
strongly interested in the real progress of Per-
nambuco, but not advoeates for extravagant theores
or wild chimeras, such as those indulged in by
concession hunters; and I must say my own re-
miniscences and knowledge of the place lead me
fully to concur in these opinions. Many far-seeing,
able Brazilians contend that railways are altogether
out of place in a country like Brozil, and that
making efficient common roads would have been
a far more judicious application of national resources,
as well as in the end more remunerative. Ralways,
they contend, are luxuries, to be indulged in only by
countries alrendy wealthy and populous, or in such
cnses as that of the Argentine Confederation, where
nature herself points to railways as the moat
economical and effectual means of overcoming the
diffioulties of distance, and linking the outlying
provinces with the centres of population.

Saturday, 25th.—Wae are across the line, with
the fine clear weather usually prevailing in the
southern hemisphere. The wind is as yet well to
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the southward, and of course against us, but it
affords & gul.‘rr] draft for the u]]gilmﬁ, which do their
work all the better. The amusements of the week
have heen diversified by dancing, but we have only
n small H])I'il]l{ling of |::|.d_1.' passenmars, Last nig‘ht,
on the occasion of crossing the line, an amatear play
was gob up by some of the juveniles, assisted by
two or three veterans on board, and the following 15
a copy of the programme issned —
NOTICE.
Tagarae Bovan, * Lw Prama™

On Friday, June 24th, the amatéurs of the
Theatre Royal, by kind permission of Captain
Hole, intend to commenee the seazon with Lacey's
soreaming interlnde, entitled :—

Carfing o Cook—In 3 Aots;

Hilng H-:p-*lirl:! oo 1Bwoll oot of Luck” ... Mr. Dis
Farmer Grief v A jolly old Farmer™ .., Mr. H. (hi

Imp & Broken-down Tailoe" Mr, Dk

Patienes ... & Bailing" oy, WA
Sumnn Griof oo ®A Cookin the' City™ .. A
Aftor whish— ... *A Swond Danen™ ... Mr. Setdons.,

The whole to econclude with a series of songs,
recitations, and comic sentiments. To commence at
7.30; doors epen at seven o'clock.

N.B.—Children in arms not admitted. —* Vivat

teging.”

One side of the gpacious main deck was portioned
off with canvas, ornamented with flags and lighted
with lamps, lanterns, &c, the audience being seatad
aft in front of the stage. The performance was
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given  throughout in a wery creditable manner,
considering the short time there had been for
rehearsal, and afforded much amusement to all who
witnessed it. These little events break. the mono-
tony of & voyage, but are only attainable on board
a large ship, with a band of music, and all the
- mecessories for carrying them out properly. The
sen was smooth, the night cool, the heavens alive
with a galaxy of brilliant stars, the milky way
intersecting them, and the southern cross shining
brightly a-head ; altogether a most enjoyable evening,
and one to be remembered by these especially who
for the first time gaze on the beauties of the southurn
hemisphere. The weather is beautifully clear and
fresh again to-day. Monday moming will bring us
to anchor off Pernambuco, from whence I shall send
off my budget.

PERENAMBUCO TO RIO DE JANEIRO.

After a tug against a strong southerly wind we
came to anchor in Pernambuco Road about 9 am.
on Monday, the 27th June. A rough, rolling sea
on, which rendered the prospect of landing any-
thing but comfortable. The sea was beating over
the reef as usual, and the old familiar buildings in
sight reminded one of days when it was regarded
by the writer as a privilege to visit vessels outside
or to accompany them a certain distance in order to
‘give friends a “bota fora," as it is called. Aftera
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1:-1]1.3-;-. of forty years, bonting i such & IJ]IHE!E as Per-
nambucoe Roadstend does not offer much attraction,
and there is the coming on board again, it may be
with a good ducking, and generally under difficulties;
g0, after looking at the prospect before ms, and
reviewing the subject on its merits, rather than as
a mattar of fue]ing, I came to the conclusion it wias
wiser to remain quietly on board, gending my
despatches on shore for the next homeward mail
The temptation to go on shore in other respects was
great, and there was ample tune, with so minch
cargo to discharge. Ounly the passengers bound to
Pernambuco landed here, althoueh o pood deal was
talked about it, and hageling with boatmen carried
on for some time,

After being at sea a certain period, the ports of
call are a great relief, affording fresh topics for
conversation, and renewing as it were relations with
the world, although it may be a new one, suclh ns
Brazil 18 to many of our younger passengers, A
week from Lisbon to St. Vincent, and another week
from St. Vincent to Pernambuco, are short periods
compared with the dreary existence on board of
former sailing ships on this route. Still the human
mind assimilates itself more or less to the progress
of things, and at the end of the fortnight the desirs
becomes intense to renew our intercourse with the
outer wnrh], We have ]‘.-mhilill}" exhausted the
tasks we set ourselves in the interval, and thus the

expectation of reaching Pernambuco became an
a
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object of much intercst to all on board, not
excluding those belonging to the ship.

A sight of this place always brings back old
reminiscences and calls for a few comments. At
that time (I spesk of my first residence here,
when Brazil was comparatively in its infancy, and
anly shaking off the trammels of colonial rule),
Pernambuco was looked upon as one of the most
gpirited go-s-head provinces of the Eml}i_ra. For
some yoars after the establishment of independence,
it gave the Central Government much trouble by
its political bias towards a republican form of
Government. That feeling, however, gradually
subsided, and Pernambuco has sinece remained
loyal and contented, but has hardly maintsined
the reputation for enterprise it formerly held.
The fact cannof be gainsaid that of late years the
Southern provinces of the Empire have taken the
lead, and their proximity to the capital gives them
local advantages; but the slow progress of Per-
nambuco must chiefly be attributed to the fact that
some of the Northern provinces, which previously
sent their produce to Pernambuco, and drew their
supplies of manufactured goods from that city,
now do their business direct with Europe, and have
lings of steamers running to and from Liverpool.*
Another diffienlty both Pernambuco and Bahin
are now subjected to, is the want of labour, a large
portion of their slaves having been sent to the

# The low prico to which eotlon sed sugnr have fallon are also Eroatly
aguinet the Northers provinces
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South nnd not been replaced by free labour to any
oxtont. No denbt the Provinee of Pernambuoo is
n ]u'n:hlm_-tivn opne, and the Permambuneanos [HO-
sess considerable spirit and entorprise, but without
an inerease of population they cannot materially
extend their prodnetions; and whers 15 this to
come from ? The attempt to introduce o railway
system has not been so successful as was an-
tacipated, and it will require many years to improve
or extend communications with the interior of the
provinee in such o way as to tell effectively on
the prosperity of Pernembueo as o commercinl
city. All trade in these countries is, of conrse, o
mabter of reciprocity, as withont exports the con-
sumption of imported goods must be limited, or
more or less in proportion to the former; hence
the urgent necessity that exists for the whole
Enl]:-';r-.* to look :-ir1'z'|:1||:-,i|_1r' and -'»h;_*:l.r]i'_'," at 1ita labour
question and to the means of angmenting fee
population. A cheap, practical railway, rmnning
into the heart of the producing districts of Per-
nambueo, would have done something townards
l'!".ll.'.l'ltl:JrI:Ji."'.:iI!IH an 'il]l]l:j-ﬂ. of labour, but & ::r_m]lh': of
millions sterling have been thrown away without
attaining this end, and the country cannot besr
further inflictions of this kind. The success of
the little' tramway may lend to native enterprise
of the right gort, and n tha ri;rlhl: direction, ani
the sooner the provineial government gives ils

attention fo these industrial objects the better,
i
|

i)
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As regards Bahia pretty much the same observa-
tions will apply as in Permnambuco. Tt has a
splendid bay, with great facilities for an extensive
shipping, but trade is limited. It has a railway,
which has cost £1,800,000 for a ling of 75 miles,
and, like the Pernambuco one, it goes nowhere,
the traffic barely paying working expenses. An
atfempt to make & tramway in another and more
populated part of the province has broken down,
owing chiefly to want of sufficient capital to start
with; so the province is leff in & great measure
to its own natural resources, which are doubtless
great, but require the presence of labour in order
to develope them. After all, we come back to this
gquestion of guestions to Brazil, which both local
and central Governments will have to furn their
early attention to, if the country is to progress as
its best friends could wish. That there is a prac-
tieal solution of it no one can doubt, but it requires
to be studied and grappled with firmly by those
who have the administration of the affairs of the
Empire. An example is presented to them by
English colonial legislation, and the large im-
portation of coolies that has taken place of late
years into the British West India Islands, the
Manvitins, &o.”

Knocking about in Pernambuco Road for a
whole day is not the most agreeable mode of
spending time, although a certain degree of excite-

ment is kept up by boats coming off from the
® Boo Enpplement.
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ghore, some with fruits and other articles of local
production.  Discharging the cargo mto large
lighters, towed out by screw steamers, i5 @ very
laborious, difficult task, perticulady with so muooh
gea om, and it is impossible to prevent some of
the packages getting wet. I almost wonder the
company undertakes to land goods here, as the
expenss of doing so must be very great, to say
nothing of delay and wear and tear of the ship's
tackle, hawsers, dwo. A new four-inch hawser
snapped like a piece of thread, and the lighter
had nearly got adrift. They snoceeded in' loading
two lighters before dsek, but the remainder of
the cargo intended for Pernambuco had to go on
in the steamer as she could not spare another
day to discharge. It was 8 am. before we got
under weigh ; still gqually, with rain, and every
appearance of bad weather; during the night we
signalled the Oneida, homeward bound. This
morning, Tuesday, the 28th, we dropped off Ma-
celo, o jangada that had been hoisted on to the
sponson of the steamer as a dispatch boat with
special orders. A jangada is simply a raft com-
posed of from three to five logs of a light, porous
tree, with a sail stuck in the middle and a paddle
to steer by. They are used by fishermen on the
Morthern coast, who lend o very adventurons life,
and may be said to be a substitute for telegraph
wires, which are still wanting on the Brazil coast.
Tt is a debatable point whether electric cables will
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pay here; certainly not without a subsidy: from
Government, to whom of comrse they would be
very useful in keeping up communications with
the provinees. Whether this ean be accomplished
most cheaply and efficiently by land or sea has
yet to be determined, but of course Brazil cannot
long remain behind the world in this respect. We
expect to get into Bahia enrly to-morrow (Wed-
nesday), when we ghall have a few hours' respite
from the rocking and tumbling of the lnst few
dnys.*

Wednesday, June 20th.—We got into Bahia
abont 10 a.m., and had the whole day for a ramble
on shore—visiting some old friends. It was one
of their holidays—8t. Peter’s day—charncterised
by masquerading nbout the streets, which towards
afternoon were alive with people (as also the
windows and balconies of the houses), all in holiday
attiro, evidently enjoying the fon. There is a
onrious mixture of colour, from the * irrepressible
negro' to the pure white, the number of juveniles
and little children (some running about aw natural)
being something wonderful on these fostive ocea-
gions. It was a bright sunny day, with a cool
wind, and Bahin looked its best after the rains
which have lately prevailed. The city has enlnrged
its borders considersbly, and two tramways have
just been opened, one running on the high ground
from the square in front of the theatre, and aoross

the Campo, a distance of about three miles, to
L h'11|'||.ﬂl'|l:|||||.1.
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the end of the Victoria. It is a rongh and ready
gort of affair, the cars drawn by mules, and in
places pussing some very sharp curves, but on
the whole it is n great convenience, and seems
t6 have plenty of traffic. The second line runs
in an easterly direction towards Bom Fim, a point
on the bay where people go for o change in the hot
gonson, but I had not time to see this tramway.
Both have been constructed by onr Yankee cousins,
who are foremost in works of this kind in Braml.
The population of Bahia is said now to number
about 200,000 sonls. It was dark before we
got away, when the gas lights of the city had
 very imposing appearance, extending for several
miles along the heights up the bay; bub the gas
company has been very badly managed, and does
not yield anything like the return it ought bo have
done under other circumstances. The old cadeiras
(or Sedan chairs) have not disappeared, and are, to
me, a most enjoyable luxury, being foken up on
the shoulders of two stout blacks from the lower
town up the steep hill to the Victoria. As you
ascend the breeze comes fresh upon you, until on
the hill yon get into quite another atmosphere;
thera atill oxists that fine, stalwart rece of negroes,
both male and female, for which Bahia hes long
been remarkable. The oranges were, a8 usual,
delicions, with plenty of other fruits, which grow
here in sbundance. The Yankee steamer bound to
New York, via Para, was at anchor in the bay
when we arrived, but ssiled during the day; alig
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is no beauty—a short wooden-built paddle-wheel
steamor, which had already done service in the
Panama and Pacific line, with what is callad
steeple engines, working high above the deck.
She was deep in the water, with apparently much
Inmber on deck, and by no means a tempting
lopking conveyance to make a passage in. Tt
appears & Yankee firm has got the contract for
conveyimg Government mails up the coast, from
Rio to Para, and Messrs. Lamport and Holt for
the Bouthern route, say from Rio to the River
Plate, calling at intermediate parts, and also up
to Matto Grosso.*

Advices received from Rio and the River Plate
~ are, on the whale, favourable, The reign of Lopez
Jordan in Entre Rios promises to be a very short
one; and although the weakness and vacillation of
the Government at Monte Video enables the
Blanco party to maintain a hostile position, it is
not supposed they can sueceed in regaining power
in Monte Vidgo, but the state of anarchy existing
in the Banda Oriental is greatly to be deplored.
Legislation in the Argentine Confederation ApPEATS
to be in the right direction, money being voted for
the extension of railways, telegraph wires, and
other useful undertakings, and the veteran Mr.
Wheelwright is again in the field with a tender
tio construct & railway from Cordova to Tuenman, a
distance of 960 miles, in conjunction with his
partners, Messrs. Brassey and Wythes. I should

® Boe Bipplemest.
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think there was little doubt as to his getting the
contract, the cost to be paid forin bonds, and the
line to be the property of the Government.

We passed the Abrollos last: night, which have
now & good revolving light on them, to be seen ab
a considerable distance, and ns we expect 1o be in
lio de Janeiro harbour in good time tO-MOITOW,
this letter will close the first series, comprising the
voyage out, to ba resumed at Rio.

RIO DE JANEIRO.

There is quite & revolution in things since [ was
here two years back, both politically, socially, and
finaneinlly. The successful terminat ion of the
Paraguayan war has immensely strengthened the
party now in power, and the best results are
following the removal of the ineubus that hung
over the financial position of the Empire. What-
ever may be advanced to the contrary, there can be
no doubt that the resources of Brazil have proved
equal to the demands made upon them, and have
exhibited an elasticity for which the best friends
of the Empire hardly gave it credit. Mr. Consul
Hunt, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, is
decidedly at fanlt when he says there is a want of
accumulated capital in this country; otherwise
how could it have been possible for the Govern-
ment to find the large sums called for by a long
protracted and expensive war withont the aid of
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foreign loans.  This faet, together with o stoady
maintenance in value of the national securitios,
is sufficient to controvert Mr. Hunt's statemaont,
besides the irresistible evidence of authoritative
statistics. If Mr. Hunt had delayed his report
until the war was really at an end he would have
seen reason to alter materially his opinion as to the
true finaneial position of Brazil, but he has evi-
dently taken a prejudiced, one-sided view of the
case. A8 to the productions of the conntry having
ronched their maximum, such o conclusion is at
utter varanee with resnlts, except in those provineos
where o scarcity of labonr exists ; but oven in thoga
cuses the opening of roads to facilitate the transit
of produce to the sea board would undoubtedly
largely angment the exports.

The next noticeable feature—that of & logal
revolution—is the establishment of tramways,
which have reduced locomotion to & mere question
of nfew pence, instend of shillings and pounds as
formerly, and people move about in sheals, to the
great profit of the tramways themselves, as well as
the saving of time and money to the entire com-
munity. The traffic must be seen to form a correat
1dea of ite extent; and it comes nearer to our own
Metropolitan Railway than anything I have goan,
with the advantage of being on the surface instead
of underground. The fare for the full distance
of three or four miles is & uniform rate of 200 reds,
or aboul 4id. sterling,
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The city of Rio de Janeiro is pre-eminently suit-
able for tramways, as it admits of starfing from o
common centre, to run in opposite directions,
dividing the city into two longitudinal sections,
pach being supplied by separate companies, wnd
does not interfere with the narrow stroets rnning
down from the tramway terminns to the Cuostom-
house. In ancther year the whole of the suburbs
will be supplied with tramways, and only an
oceasional omnibus be seen to some distant quarter,
where there is but a very small trafic. The first
company is realising fabulous profits, known only
to the few partners concerned in it, and the shares
of the second company (both being promoted by
Yankees) are, I believe, at 60 to 70 premium. Talk
of railway dividends after such a result |

There are many other notable improvements ot
Rio in the last two years, such as the Custom-
honse guays and landing plooes. DBuilding s
extending itself in all directions. What rempsins
in statw guo is the miserable Exchange and the
absence of clubs or conveniences which are usual
in large mercantils cities; half-a-century hnis made
little or no difference in this respect, and tho
mereantile community appear utterly apathetio,
content to pass the greater part of their lives in
a dark, dingy place, more fit for a prison or wing
store than for merchants to congregate together:
I believe the proprietors of the Exchange have now
ot possession of the land on which it stands; so
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they have the opportunity of improving their
position if they think proper to do so.

There is a great controversy now going on as to
the rate of Exchange, which certain parties contend
has been driven up by speculation, and that com-
mercial transactions are now at the mercy of the
banks, which rnle the markets: When last here
the Exchange was down as low as 14d. per milreis.
Binees the conclusion of the war it hus boen at 24d.,
and is now fluctuating between 21d. and 22d.
The rise must have been greatly in favour of
legitimate commerce, and the nearer it reaches a
stoady par value the better in this respect, although
it may not suit the views of speculators in produce.
That the banks should take advantage of the
position to recoup some of their past losses is
natural enongh, and much better that they shonld
exereise A proper and legitimate control over
speculative transactions in produce.  If i8 nsserted
that much larger sums have lately been drawn for
on Europe than are represemted by the value of
produce shipped, which only proves that a specu-
lative movement exists in the Exchanges themselves
in the way of drawing and remifting; all fair
enough, o long as a proper check is kept on the
olass of paper negotiated. There were grumblers
enough when the Exchange was down to 14d.,
and roin was said to be staring every one in the
face, but now thers are gmmblers becanse the
Exchange has gone up too fast. It i= in fact &
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kind of fight between the “bulls™ and the “hears
of Exchange.

The season has been unusually dry in this part
of Brazil, and unusually cold in the Frovince of
San Paulo, where a large portion of the coffee crop
is gaid to be injured by the frost; bub less so the
cotton trees. Such severe cold has not been
experienced for the last 28 years. Now rain is
falling here, and it will do much good.

There is not much political excitement in Rio
just now, beyond the discussions of the Chambars,
which possess no great interest, Signora Clarlotta
Patti has eome here from the United Btates to
divert the current of opinions, and amuse the Rio
fashionable world. She made her debut last night,
which was unfortunately ome of pouring rain,
but the attendance was good and her reception
enthusiaskic,

6th July, via Bordeaux.—The accounts from the
River are conflicting; Lopes Jordan appears to
have destroyed some unfortunate little place, with
its inhabitants: but the fact of his being gradually
surrounded by the national troops is undoubted,
and he deserves to suffer the fate of his namesake.
A little shooting and hanging of these disturbers
of the public peace would produce a galutary effect,
but in too many cases eriminals are allowed to gatb
off scot free, after having inflicted all the evils they
can upon others.

My last letter noticed improvements in the cify
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during the Inst two years, and partienlarly the
social revolution cansed by the establishment of
tramways, which will shortly traverse the entire
suburbs, It does not, however, appear to have
diminished the number of private carringes, but
rather to have multiplied them, as also the general
movement, which is now very remnrkable, probably
owing in somp measure to the coolness of the
atmosphere inducing people to stir about more than
usual. The crowded state of the streets is, how-
ever, no doubt owing to the facility with which
people ean now come into the city by the tramways.
The Custom house and the warehonses attached fo
it are progressing fast, the whole intersected by
framways, with evory possible conyenience for
receiving and delivering goods; and when all is
finished it will be the most complete fizeal estab-
Lishment in South America,

Boma improvement has been made in the postal
department, but the building is & terribly eramped
one for the enormous increnso of business. I undoer-
stand this department has now obtained possession
of a site for which it has been for some time in
negotintion, and when the poat office is removed to
it there will be thorough reform in the system, in-
cluding the abolition of the privilege at present
enjoyed by the DBritish post office of having a
branch here for the use of its contract mails, creat-
ingin fact o little imperium tn imperio, which is
most objectionable. The French Government has
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n postal treaty with Brazil, and the letters by their
contract mails pass through the Brasilian post
office, but ours is still an appanage of the British
Consulate, which pots as agent for the post office
at home in direct opposition to the law of nations,
which olaims for esch the exclusive right of oon-
ducting its own ficeal affairs. It is indeed a wonder
that Brazilian statesmen have zo [(HJH endured this
infringement on netional rights adsing out of past
traditions. Complainte are made as to the manner
in which the British postal ageney iz managad, and
tha sooner it is done sway with the better.

A great want in Rio is a really good hotel, some-
thing on the principle of those in the United Btates,
and, having so snccessfully insugurated the tram-
wiys, it is to be hoped some enterprising * citizens®
will undertake to get up an hotel here on & con-
prehensive scale, for which there 1s ample seope.
Thera are many hotels seatbered over the city,
gome with mora or less pretemsion, but none of
them afford that degree of comfort so essential to a
large eity like Rio de Janeiro. The most spacious
and comfortable hotel out of the city i the * Eg-
trangeiren,” generally filled by Englishmen and
other foreigners. The situation is good, and the
views of the bay from it lovely; the tram cars to
and from Botofoge and the city pass the hotel
door every five minutes from 7 a.m. fill midnight.
At present Carlotta Patti is here with her suite,
and at times, when practising, her warbling and the
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wondrous shakes of her voice echo throngh the
house. The great increass of steam traffic to Rio
renders it more than ever necessary that there
should be some good hotel in the city where the
wants of passengers can be promptly attended to,
forming also & general rendezvons for them. Asl
have before remarked, conveniences for commireial
purposes and the transacting of business are thore
or less on a par with what they were half a century
ago, and in this respect Rio is far behind the age.
That the eommerce of Rio de Janeiro has greatly
angmented of late years the statistics and the
revenue collected folly show, and our own Board of
Trade Heturns indicate the large share we have in
that commeree. Still it cannot be denied that m
many articles of consumption foreigners are not
only competing with us, but excluding us from the
market. French and German manufactures are
now largely imported, particularly in light, fancy
goods, and native manufacture is also making some
progress. Hats, which formerly were largely im-
ported, are now made here of various patterns and
qualities, and a cotton manufactory is about to be
astablished nnder Government sanetion; but in this
particnlar line it will require a long time to make
much way, both from the absence of skilled labonr
and other natural drawbacks. Tolerably good beer
is brewed on the spot, and in time i1t may super-
pede the well-known English brands of Bass and
Allsopp; indeed, thiere is no reason why native
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industry may not by degrees supercede some articles
hitherto exclusively imported. As a rule, however,
Brazil is essentinlly a producing country, and to
this the attention of both Government and people
shonld be mainly directed. It is of course & ques-
tion of labour, as the capabilities of the soil are
boundless, and will meet any amount of cultivation
that can be directed towards it.

July 8th—The great event—a Te Deun—to
celebrate the termingtion of the Paraguaysn war
is to come off on Sunday the 10th, and prepara-
tions arve making for it on a very extensive senle, in
the immense ares, or square called the Campo da
Acclamagao. The Legislature has voted 200 contos,
ar about £20,000, towards the expenses. I have
received an invitation to attend the ceremony.

July 9th.—Went to the top of Candaleria church,
where a grand ceremony was being performed in
hoisting up to the tower the last of eight images of
suints, placed at the snmmit. The central tower
is being completely renovated, and a long series of
temporary wooden staircases were erected to enable

peopla to ascend the tower, which was decorated
" with flags of all kinds. The statues are, all ent out
of solid marble, and brought, I believe, from Lis-
bon; quite works of art, of colossal size. The
atreat in front of the entrance to the tower was
strown with laurel leaves, and the ceremony col-
locted together a large concourse of people. The

view of the city, the bay, and the gurronnding
D
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mountaing from this elevation was magnificent,
and gave the best possible ides of the extent of
the ecity, which can only be realised from such a
central position, owing to the windings and turn-
ings of the hills about it. The clear stmosphers,
the blue sky, and the varied landscape formed a
panorama not easy to be found in any quarter of
the globe. It wonld make the fortunme of any
artist capable of doing justice to so extensive
and beauntiful & pieture.

Sunday, July 10th.—Ushered in by a dense fog,
rather an unusual occurrence in this country, nor
did it clear up befors 10 o'clock, soon after which
the grand Te Deum commenced in the newly-
erected Temple in the Caompo da Aceclamagao,
constructed of wood, plastered over, the design, I
believe, being taken from some Grecian temple,
and in the form of a cross with four entrances.
The building i8 & series of open columns, with
an altar placed in the centre, nnder the dome;
tastefully decorated, where high mass was gone
through. The arrangements were under direction
of the War Office, and a cerfain number of tickets

were issned for the morning ecersmony, which ;

comprised the dignitaries of State, Ministors
generally, and the corps diplomatique, who assem-
bled at the top of the portico by which the Em-
poror was to arrive. This he did with his unsual
punctuality, accompanied by the Empress and
other members of the court, the Count d'En and
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the Princess being already there to receive their
Muajesties, The display of gold lace and orders
of various kinds was wery striking; bug, apark
from this, the simplicity and eass of the royal
reception must be patent to anyone accustomed
to the stately ceremonial of Eunropesn Courts.
The Emperor is always very affable and graciouns,
and ha looked remarkebly well; butof course the
chigf object of attrnction was the young Count
d'Eu, who is tall, good looking, with an open
countenance and manner anything bub French.
In fact, without sny disparagement to his origin,
he looks more like an Englishman than awything
elsa: and his campnign has only imparted a more
decided, manly expression to his young face, for he
is yot only 26 years of age, but is' unfortunately
afflicted with deafness. The Princess may well
be proud of her consort, and the Emperor of his
gon-in-law; and it would, perhaps, be difficulé to
find & more united, happy family. The Empress
has rather & careworn but, at the same fime, a
very aminble expression. Nob many ladies were
presont, and the extensive platform was only
sonntily ocoupied; but affer the T'e Dewm was
partly over the outside public were admitted, and
soon filled it with very orderly, well-conducted
people. No crushing or confusion, so that after
the ceremony was over the Royal party took heir
departure with the same greetings to those wromnd

them ns before. The open windows of the Mink
o
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and some other large buildings facing the Temple
wera filled with well-dressed ladies, and booths
were erected near it to accommodate a consider-
able number, but they were not availed of for
the morning service. Troops of various arms
were asgembled in tho square—infantry, eavalry,
dnd lancers—maling a pood military display, and
altogether the muster was an imposing one. This
afternoon the attendance of the public is expected
to be great, and the illuminations at night will
be attractive. Nuch difference of opinion exists
as to the necessity of this ceremonial after the
demonstrations which accompanied the retwrn of
the Count d'En and the wvolunteers; but, at all
avents, it proceeded from o -good motive om tha
part of the Emperor, who, I believe, is always
happy in having his people arcund him. Farty
gpirit, too, was enlisted om the ocoasion, and a
waste of publio meoney alleged, when the resources
of the country are required for other more pressing
wants ; but there are grumblers in all couniries,
and such is the case hers. Before the ceremony
was over the fog had entirely cleared away, and
the sun shone brilliantly, bot with an sgreeabls
temperature; indeed, it has been one of the coolest
gonsons known in Rio for many years, with short
frosts om the table lands. A friend writes ma
from San Panlo as follows: ““We have had
the severest frost known since 1842, Thermometer
down, between Jundiahy and Campinas, to 24
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degs., and at my chacara to 27 degs. Fah. My
gorvant brought me ice in bed nearly a gquarter
of an ingh thick. The ocoffer plantations have
suffered, many of them severely; but the accounts
are exsggerated and conflicting. One man ab
Campinas is reported to have lost 15,000 frees.
One econsequence is, if the reports are anything
like the twuth, that cotton will be planted for a
year or two on & large scale until the coffee
trees have time to grow again, as the fazendeiros
must employ their hands; and perhaps this severe
lesson of natores may show the Paulists planters
the folly—to use o homely phrase—of * putting all
their eggs into one basket.” I may add that the
temperature of Rio since my arrival has been
between 60 and T0, the former early in the morning.

July 14—We were surprised on going into the
city yesterday to find the French boat Amazons
had arrived the previous evening in eighteen days
from Bordeaux, and she sailed again for the River
to-day with a considerabls number of emigrant
passengers, She iz a splendid vossel, noarly 400
feet in length, with great power (steams 13 or
14 Imote), and low in the water, looking more
like @ huge blockade runner than anything else.
The French have adopted the screw, like mosk
other counfries, I am told that they are very
comfortable sea boats, with good passenger accom-
modation, and well appointed. In her case some
of the berths open out of the main saloon, which,
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I think, objectiomable for many reasons. ‘The
sleeping berths should be away from the main
saloon, a8 in the La Plata and the Pacific boats;
but there is no mistake about the improvement
in speed of these new boats over the old ones
of the Messageries Tmperinles. The Humbolds
also arrived yesterday, 25 days from Liverpoel,
which, oonsidering the greater disfance than from
Bordeaux, is & very good passage, and the reputa-
tion of the Liverpool line is kept up. We shall
now be having several steamers homeward bound,
and it is & pity they shonld come so elose together.
I may mention that very few English newspapers
were received vid Bordeaux, and it is supposed
that they arrived thers too Inte, & not unfrequent
OCOMITanca.

July 18.—A disappointment in the arrivel of
the Liverpool steamer Newton (advertised to leave
on tha 1Tth ult. with the confract mail), which
hins been due from the River Plate. Bhs appears
to have broken down on her outward voyage, and
hed beem unable to repair the damage in fime
to start on her homeward trip with the iails.
There is some confusion in the arrangements for
the contract mails homeward coming too close
on ench other; for instance, after the departure
of the French mail from Rio on the 6th, the
next one should be the Liverpool mail on the
1Tth—an interval of eleven days; them comes
the Bowthampton mail, on the 23rd or 24th,

BRATIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.
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according to the mumber of days in the month;
the Falmeouth mail and the pacifie at the end of
the month; so that the fonr muoils generally
arrive in England duoring the space of a woek.
It may be difficult to arrange it otherwise, as
the steamers have to wait in the rver to discharge
and load eargo, and the weather often interferes
materially with them ; but certainly the publio
is inconvenienced by this mmcertainty of departnre
from Rio. Acconnts from the River are looked

for with eome interest, from the unsettled state
of politics and the ecivil war going on there,
besides the large amount of financial operations
that have been carried on from thence during
the war; but thess must now be drawing to a

close. The negotiation of remittances from the
River Plate has been a source of considerable
profit to speculators, and hns tended to support
the exchange here, as also to keep down the
value of gold. The manner in which Brazil has
managed her financial business during the long
period of pressure reflects great credit on the
Ministry, though it has disappointed what may
be termed the * bear” party here. The chief
interest felt in the discussion of the Chambers
lately has conmsisted in the comments on the
gpeech from the throne, which still confinue. 1t
has afforded the much-sbused Duke of Caxias
an opportunity of defending himself from the
ceaseless attacks made upon him by the Liberal
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party, and which he has done with great ahility
and success, I shall give o fow extracts from his
speech in a separate article as extracted from the
report published by the Diario do Ria de Janeiro.
July 20th.—The grand ball given by the National
Guard to the Count d'Bu came off last night at
the Palace of Baron de Ttamarity, who lent it for
the oceasion, and a splendid affair it was, at least
1,600 persons being present. The building itself
18 & truly palatial one, sumptuously fitted, regard-
less of expense, and the liberal-minded owner of it
must have been highly gratified at the admiration
which was expressed on all sides and the enjoy-
ment afforded. The Emperor and Empress, with
the Count d'Eu and the Princess, arrived in state
about half-past nine, and there was o gorgeons
display of uniforms on the occasion, all the dis-
tinguished generals and officers during the Iate war
being present, including the Duke de Caxins, who
was the observed of all observers and looked
remarkably well. The Imperial party entered the
lnrge saloon and dancing soon commenced, being
kept up to the small hours of the morning. At first
the rooms were rather inconvenietly filled, but,
as the evening wore on, the guests became more
distributed in the ante-rooms, where dancing
parties wers also formed, ns well a8 in some large
rooms in the lower part of the building, and in
others there was card playing. Nothing can more
forcibly illustrate the progress madp in the capital
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of Brazil and its social advancement than the
contrast presented by this ball with what was
witnessed twenty years ago. At that period there
was much stiffness in Bragilian society, nnd such
gatherings as these were chiefly remarkable for the
presence of many dowagers, not all of the purest
blood, glittering with diamonds; but on this
oceasion  thers were hundreds of good-looking,
handsomely-dressed young ladies, who would have
graced the balls of any capital in Europe, evineing
an ease and self-possession only acquired by ming-
ling with the world, as a majority of the Brazilian
educated ladies have dene. No London or Parisian
toilettes could have exceeded those present in
taste or splendour, amongst which diamonds and
Brossels lace figured conspicuously. There was
n gimplicity and freedom in the intercourse be-
tween the guests and the Imperial family not
often seen in such an assemblege, and the Emperor
walked about the rooms conversing with all he lmew,
or who were presented to him, in & manner the
President of the United States might have envied.
In fact, there was all the glitter and pageantry of
a Court without any of its attendant formality, a
mélange of Royalty and Demoeracy probably not
to be found in any other country in the world.
Another remarkable feature was the absence of
crowding or crushing ; all seemed quite at home
and to enjoy themselves in their characteristic
manner. The music was good and refreshments
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abundant, the rooms being decorated with the
choicest flowers. The large garden of the palace
was tastefully decorated with various  coloured
lamps, the representation of a military encamp-
ment with tents, and altogether it was a bril-
linnt and gratifying scens. Outside the building
and in front of the entrances there was a con-
siderable assemblage of persons, but of a most
orderly kind, and no policemen were required in
spite of the numerous vehicles which oceupied
the spacious streets, and the large area formed
by an adjoining square. All were civil and in
good humour. As the Chambers are sitting, avery
province of the Empire is represented on these
occasions, with, in numerous instances, the presence
of the wives and daughters of the deputies. An-
other grand ball is to be given on the 26th, at the
Public Assembly Rooms, which are on a large scale,
and very handsomely fitted up, Not a word appears
in the journals to-day on the subject of the ball,
but I dare say those of to-morrow will Eive o
deseription of if, from which I may take an extract.
The New York steamer arrived to-day to her time,
but she brings nothing new, telegrams by the last
French mail from Lisbon being quite as recent.
The sea eable from Falmouth to Lisbon will be an
additional advantage to the mail steamers calling
there, as news can now be transmitted so quickly
through that medinm.

I have just seen a letter from Pernumbuco,
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addressed to the manager of the Pernambneoo
Railway, now in Hio, stating that the net working
of the railway for the last six months had excecded
the government guarantee by some 800 milreis,
and he expresses a confident opinion that the
additional amount of capital guaranteed by the
government will soon be covered by incrensed
traffic receipts, which ought to be an encourage-
ment to proceed with an extension of the railway
further into the province, n mensure of pgreat
moment, with a view to an increase of its products.
The La Place sailed to-day, taking on the mails
brought from the River by the Newton, which
arrived hers yesterday.

July 24 —The La Flata camo up from the l‘tn.er
with a good passage, but brings no particular news
beyond & confirmation of the taking of Conception
by Lopes Jordan, which is an ugly episode. B8he
proceeds on to Sonthampfon on the moming of
the 24th, end her mails will doubtless reach home
before any others, thus causing the old-fashioned
lapse of & fortnight since the arrival there of the
French mail. As I have before remarked, 1t 18 &
pity that the contract mails cannot be so arranged
as to ensure & weekly arrival both ways, but this
seems impossible, taking into account the difference
in the speed of the steamers employed in conveying
them.

July 24th, 1870.—The great nautical event here
after all is the departure of the “Royal Mail™
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stenmer, by which the old company has been so
long known, though in reality most of the steam
companies possess the same title, so far as postal
contracts are concerned. The “Royal Mail (South-
ampton)” is, however, the only subsidized line,
responsible to the Government as well as the post
office, and is generally looked upon by the people
in Brazil ns o superior and more relinble conveyanece
from being subject to more stringent conditions.
To n certain extent this is undoubtedly true, and
it accounts for the preference given to the Royal
Mail steamers in the despatch of letters as well
as passengers. The La Plata left this morning
with as much cargo ns she required, a fair com-
plement of passengers, a considerable amount 4n
specie, and very heavy mails, the accumnlation of
the last fortnight's eorrespondence, Bhe takes no
particnlar commercial or political wews: business
being quiet and exchange steady. Affairs in
Paragnay are in frain of settlement, but the
unfortunate revelution in Entre Rios is not put
down, and was o source of much anxiety when the
City of Rio de Janeiro left on the 17th inst.
This fine steamer proceeded to Falmouth on the
20th, and it is expected she will run the La Plata
very close.

The' Jockey Club, formed in Rio for the pro-
mofion of horse-racing, had their meeting to-day,
ub the raoe course, a few miles by the Den Pedro
Segundo Railway, and a large concourse of people
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attended. The result is said to have been very
satisfactory. TFestivals of this kind in Oatholio
countries are generally held on Sundsy. Com-
plaints were made as to crushing at the railway
stations, and domage to ladies’ dresses, fo., 50 I
fenr the Brazilinns are rather gefting into our
rough mode of treating the fmr sex, although, as
a general rule, they are not nsually demonstrative
in this way. The breed of horses does not appear
to be much improved here, mules being generally
preferred both for carringes and travelling; as they
are much more hardy and better suited for rough
usage. They are used entirely for the framway
{a pair to each car), and I was much pleased to see
the evident care taken of them by this establish-
ment., The mule is s most veluable animal in
countries like these, where enduranece is required
and difficult roads have to be traversed.

The question of intense and all-absorbing interest
hera is that of emancipation, which also serves as
a handle for the Liberal party in their attacks on
the Government; but, as the latter very justly
retort, their opponents have advanced no practical
golution of the difficulty, involving so many mo-
mentous considerations. That the feeling against
a continnance of slavery is rapidly gaining ground
is undeniable, but it requires nevertheless most
cautions legislation in a country, situated as Brazil
is ot present, without & substitute for slave labour.
A way out of the difficulty will no doubt be found,
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but not by political clamour and abuse. As to the
necessity of bringing foreign labour to the country
all parties ara agreed, but hitherto attempts in this
direction have baen only spasmodie, and wanting in
=ome of the primary elements with which alone it
can be carried on successfully. Coolis labour has
been disoussed, and the Government has entered
mto a contract with some parties to import Coolies,
but on terms and conditions not easy of accomplish-
ment ; likely enough to fall through altogether, as
the concession amounts simply to an exclusive
permission to bring them.

July 26th.—Quite an influx of foreign stoamers.
The Brazilian, belonging to a Hamburg Company,
came in on Sunday; the City of Brussels from
Fulmouth yesterday, with a good passage of 22
days; and in the afterncon the Nova Scotian,
extra ship of the Pacific Company, was announced
off the harbour, bringing telegram from Lisbon to
the Bth July, with a cock-and-bull story of the
proposed election of a Prussian Prinoe as King of
Spain, and a threatened rumpus with France in
consequence—all which I have no doubt will be
dissipated by the Douro accounts, expected on the
30th instant. However, the rumonr at once sent
up the price of sovereigns and lowered the rate
of exchange. There is o striking proof of the
advantage in telegraphic communications arjsing
from the new sea cable to Lisbon, the last two
telegrams from London having reached there in
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about an hour. and & half, notwithstanding the
messages have to be sent first from Belem to the
city by the Government line. This new cable to
Lisbon is sure to be largely availed of by Brasil
and the River Plate, bringing them in fact two or
three days nearer to Europe than before, and the
Indian Bubmarine Company's revemue will soon
show the wise policy of going to Lisbon. Whilst
on the subject of telegraph oables, T may as well
mention that the general feeling here is that no
cable can now possibly be laid to Brazil exceph
with the aid of a Government subvention or
guarantee, for which things are hardly ripe or the
necessity considered nrgent. Communication with
Europs and the United States may possibly be
established, vin Panama and West Coast of SBouth
America, but eventnally there will no donbt be &
direct cable from Lisbon. In the meantima the
Government are progecuting their land lines under
difficulties, and have already got some 1,200 miles
of cable and wires laid; but the public mind
requires to bo educated in this respect, and it will
hardly be believed that the country is yet without
& code of telegraph laws, nor does it possess any
compulsory powers or right of expropristion in
order to lay down their lines, being subject to the
oaprics of landowners and lisble to actions for
trespass. There is a telegraph board, with &
manager and inspestor, but they have not as much
authority as a parish vestry at home.
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The dog nuisance here is great, half famished,
miserabls locking animals prowling about the
gtreets in all divections, and af might the chorns
of burking and howling is enough to wake the
seven sleepers, All haye dogs about their houses
or in their grounds; the latter to prevent theft,
but the remedy is almost worse than the disease.
It reminds one of Constantinople, only the unroly
members of the canine species thers aro worried
and diseipline enforced. As local taxation in
Bragil iz now at its height, in order to liqui-
date the heavy expenditurs arising out of the
war, I wonder they do not impose a fax on these
noisy animals, People appear to bear the inflic-
fion of taxes patiently enongh, and it is fo be
hoped a long period of peace will enable the
Government gradually to reduce them, as well
a8 the import and export duties, all which press
heavily on the industry of the country.




A VISIT TO THE CANTAGALLO (COCh-
JROWING) RAILWAY.®

July 28th.—His Excellency Viscount de Bar-
becena kindly invited me to accompany him on
f visit to this railway, of which he has been the
promoter and is now managing director. I gladly
availed of so favourable an opportunity to make my-
self acquainted with the only railway in this part of

Brazil T had not already gone over. We started by o
amall steamer from the Petropolis Station at 8 a.an.;
a fine morning, but not a breath of wind stirring.

Bt

Passing amongst the many vessels laying at anghor
in the harbour, and one of the huge floating crancs
belonging to the Government arsenal, we were
FOON EheRmMing ACross the Doy, and eat down in
the low dark cabin to a substantinl breakfast
of fish, stewed beef, &e., cooked Brazilian fashion
and very palatable, to which I did ample justice.
As I have before remarked, Rio has improved its
& This rathor sicgmlar name sppoars o have ksd i origing according o
trnditing, in s man, whe kail violated the el = Inw of Tzl taking
whero the prosest town of Cantagalle siands. Tha paliiore sént 0
gearch of him heard a ootk orowing, garroitnibed it, nod Found the object al

thoir soarch. Hewes tho present Cantogallo.
E
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waterside facilities, but there is still a good deal
to do in this respect. One effect of the war
has been the erection of floating pontoon wharves
to facilitate the embarkation of troops, and they
are extending the quay walls from the arsenal
upwards. Everything went on pleasantly umntil
we got within a short distance of the entrance
to the River Macacn, where, owing to the low
spring tides, we grounded on the mud; and re-
mained there a couple of hours, until the tide
flowed again and enabled us to enter the river—
steaming up it some 11 miles to what is called
Villa Nova; but, in fact, the Cantagallo Railway
Btation. The islands in the Bay of Rio have
80 froquently been described that it is unneces-
6ary to do g0; but that of Poqueth, with its
white houses glittering in the sun, looked very
pretéy, and I believe many wealthy inhabitants
of Hio reside hare during the hot season, a steamer
calling at the igland daily., The rallway comes
down to the river bank, the station being covered
with o large shed, under which are the offices
and o substantial warehouse:; from which, in a
kind of creek, the small schooners are loaded by
means of short stages, thus economising labour.
These schooners carry about 400 bags of coffee,
which they deliver in Rio the next day.

After the pussengers were booked and all in
order, we started from Villa Nova Station about
onge p.n. Passing through the usual kind of
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wondy ecountries hore bordering on rivers, wa
onme to the fivet station, a distance of zix miles,
which was formerly the terminns of the railway
antil it was extended to Villa Nova on the River
Macacu already allnded to, and which must be
an immense convenience to the traffie of the
line. Porte das Caixas appears rather a large
stragoling place, but with the through river acocss
its j_]:nljurl'.uuim has diminished, Thers iz & gﬁﬂli
station here, and a large receiving warchouse for
coffes, now rendered mnnecessary unless the traffie
of the railway increases so much as to bring these
roadside facilities into operation. On leaving Porte
das Caixas Station we had to mount a short but
gteep inpline of one in sixty, and go thvoogh o
ghort tunnel under the road. The distance of
19 miles to the mnext station of Banta Maria
embraces very pretty mountain scenery, with dis-
tricts of cultivated land, although some churches
more or less in rnins showed where large plan-
tations had formerly existed with a considerable
population, but which are now comparatively de-
serted. Santa Maria iz a station of importance,
having also & large receiving warchonse for coffee
or other produce. From this to Cachoera, a
distance of eight miles, the road winds throngh
the mountain passes with many sharp curves,
and cultivated country; Indian eom snd sugar
being the principal products, as both pgrow very

luxuriantly. Houses and cottages spread about on
E 2 '
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each side of the rond. After skirting the river
for some distance we crossed it by an iron bridge
and soon reached Cachoeira, a distance from the
river terminus of 83 miles, beyond which the
riils are not at present Inid; but a line is being
constructed from Cachoeira to the top of the
mountain, a distance of 24 miles and at an eleva-
tion from the sen of 8,600 feot, to be continned
from thence to Nova Friburgo and Cantagallo,
& further distance of 30 miles, thus forning o
continuons line of about 90 miles.

Until this visit T was under the impression
that the Cantagallo Railway was a yery insig-
nificant line leading to no particular point, instead
of which T found a first-class line, substantinlly
made, with all the accessories for the develop-
ment of o valuable traffic in connection with one
of the great coffee producing districts ; sugar mills
being also in operation on the lower lands bor-
dering on the line, Quite a little colony has
been formed at Cachoeira by the railway. It is
beautifully situated amidst monntain scenery. The
Hver running past it is traversed by a modern
bridge, and a temporary railway extension bridge
is in process of construction. A more picturesque
spot it is difficult to imagine—quite a park-like
open space, with trees scattered here and thers,
and cattle and mules feeding, The strrounding
mountaing, clothed with virgin' forests from top
to bottom, are one mass of foliage, and many




VISIT TO THE CANTAGALLO RAILWAT, 53

of the trees are 80 to 100 feet high, and mostly
eovered with innumerable parasites. The air was
deliciously cool, and I have rarely spent a plea-
BRIter -!l_:',l,-}' in any oountry. MThere is an hotel
here on rather a large seale, called The Canti-
gollo, with snitable entertainment for man and
beast. Being the station before ascending the
monntain towards Mova Fribwrgo and the town
of Cantagallo, it is the rendezvous of all the
troops of mmles bringing down produce or taking
up merchandise; and hundreds of these patient,
hard-working animels are tethered about, creating
much activity. Passengers bound in that direc-
tion generally pass the night at the hotel, so as
to ascend the mountain early in the morning,
a distance of 24 miles to the smmmit., There is
another large receiving warehouss for produce here,
and the company have a good repairing shed,
with all modemn implements; in fact, they have
all the requirements within themselves for carry-
ing on their business. One important feature
also in connection with this railway is its cheap
construction, the whole 838 miles from Villa Nova
to Coachoeira having cost only E240,000. Afber
this it canmot be said that chesp railways are
impossible in Brazil. The whole concern is evi-
dently under good control ; and I had the pleasura
of meeting old acquaintances in Mr. Jell, the traffio
manager, and Mr. Williams, contractor, who I
believe is- also interested in the extension now
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making. Senhor Capenema, the manager of Govern-
ment telegraphs, accompunied us from Rio to
Porte das Caixas; he is an active, intelligent man,
and speaks English fluently. Ho has a deal of
trouble with the telegraphs, owing to there being
no law respecting them, and people not yeb appre-
ciating their value. The wires are about to be
laid on the Cantagallo railway, with an improve-
ment which, I understand, enables the guard of &
train to eommunicate from any part of the line by
applying a connecting wire having the necessary
apparaius inside,

Friday, July 20th.—I awoke early, and after
getting a oup of coffec—always ready in such
places—I rambled along the mule road which
skirts the river on ths left. Tt was o lovely
morning, the sun rising over the mountain tops
and gilding everything below. A mass of folingo
of every description met the oye, dripping with
dew, as the latter must have been very heavy.
The air was cool and refreshing, one side of the
road skirting hanging woods, the river Murmuring
and rippling over its rocky bed. There has been
little rain for some time, otherwise it is occasionally
converted into a mountain torremt. A perfoct
galaxy of ferns lined the banks by the roadside,
which was intersected hore and there by Litle
gtreams of pure delicious water. I could have
gone on some distance, but as we were leaving
ab O aan. I wes obliged to retwn, and met a
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black boy in search of mo to ssy that brealdast
was ready. If sanything, the return trip was
pleasanter than that of yesterday, the clear morn-
ing sky showing the outline of the grand moun-
tain chain more faveurably, and the fresh pure
air blowing ss we wers whisked along at the rate
of abont 20 miles an hounr. I shonld mention,
too, & great advantage in the carriages, that they
have a small platform outside in front and rear,
whers o few passengers, who wish to see what
in pussing around them, can, stand in  safety;
moreover, by the same means the gunard can
traverse the ftrain I.‘-hrm1g‘!]{:uul—:-|. great iti‘t‘iu'm"l'_',-
ment on onr stupid boxed-np systom. The pas-
senger carrisges comprise first, second, and third
class; and they are very solidly built on the
American plan, with seats at the gide and a pos-
sage up the contre. At present there is only one
passenger train up and one train down each alter--
nate duy, the goods traffic being carried on daily snd
08 ciroumstances require; but when the line is
made up the mountain (it is to be on Fell's
system) the passenger traffic must greatly increase,
particnlarly should the contemplated extension
from Willa Nova to Nethirchy (opposite to Rio)
be carried out, thus avoiding the tedions uncer-
tain passage by water to the former place. What
has been accomplished so far is very creditable
to native enterprige ; and much praise is due to
the late Baron de Novo Friburgo and the Viscount
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~de Barbecena, to whom T am indebted for the op-
portunity ‘of making this little recital of his
enterprising: spirit, evinced in the case of this
Cantagallo Railway, as well asin connection with
many other undertakings which will contribute
to the development and prosperity of his native
country. J

Ang. 8rd.—The excitement caused by the war
news has sobered down a little, but still leaves
on the mind sensations such as are often crested
by an ugly dream, which this Buropean war wonld
really seemn to be if it wers not for the stern roality
pictured in every face as to what MAY Come next,
or how many complications may arise to affect
the current of business on which Rio de Janeiro
16 g0 entirely dependent. If the subject of
ocenn telegraphy had been forgotten it now comes
up with double force, as events mny be trans-
piring in Europe compromising the well-baing of
many foreigners out hers who con now only wait
the course of mails. The meeting of the two
FPuoific steamors hore for the first time, the extra-
ordinary passage of the Araneanin from Lishon,
and other ciroumstances affecting the communica-
tions with Europe, would have been suljects for
discussion ; but now the all-absorbing question is
the war, snd what next? These steamers sailed
to-day, one north and the other south, the Pata-
gonin taking a large number of passengers ; and
to-morrow we oy look for the homeward Fronch
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ateamer Amarone, to whose rapid movements T
before made allusion.

To turn to lighter subjects, such as amusements,
Carlotte Patti has heen warbling forth fo the
Drazilinns, and soon intends, I believe, going to
the River Plate. Opinions differ ss to her vooal
powers; buf, as the French say, * contentement
et asses,’ and so T leave the critics of Mo fo
ruminate over their verdict, Other performers are
now in the field catering for public sapport—a
blind fiddler and his wife, without any disrespect
to either be it said. Mr. and Mys, José and Ads
Heing came up from a professional visit to Buenos
Ayres, and are about to appear before a Rio
andience. Mr. Heine was born blind ; but tins
privation has only enlarged some of his other
organs of sense, that of music baing predominant,
and certainly there is the tonch of a master hond
in the few straing T have heard, whilst his wife
is an sccomplished pisnist. It is an interesting,
though & painful sight to see a wife leading her
husband about at all times ; but, to jndge from his
cheerful tone and manner, the want of sight sits
lightly on his mind, which is attuned to harmony,
I sincerely wish them every success on their adven-
furous toonr.

A lecturs was given the other evening by a Mr.
M. F. Zeba, a Polish exile, who went to England
some 38 years gince, on & new method of teaching
history by means of a chess board looking plan,
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subdivided into compartments, embracing & period
of 2,000 years beford the Christian Era. It is
o wranged as to assist the memory by being able
to point at once to any particular event by the
aid of colours and other yisible gunides on the
plan, Two Brazilian beys were brought forward,
who had only received a fortnight's instruction,
by which they appeared to have hensfitted suffi-
ciently to be able to answer questions put to them;
but the system requires more elucidation before
it can be appreciated by the gemeral publie, who
are-invited fo atfend some further lectures. An
explanatory book is also to be published by sub-
seription.

Ang, 4th.—The French steamer, Amnazone, came
in from the River to-day, and leaves again to-
morrow afterncon; only & short notice, but it
matters less on this occasion after the recent
departure of other steamers homeward bound,
and  fransactions being necessarily limited by
a8 Hpropean war. Amnother steamer, the Tialo-
FPlatense, also came in from the River; in fact,
the movement of steamers here has becomse so
general that scarcely o day passes without arrivals
or departures, foreign or comstways. I went on
board the Amazone, which is certainly a splendid
vessel and admirably adapted to this particular
trade, having large capacity for passengers of all
classes, with sufficient space for cargo to work
within the time she has to devote to: the voyage.

BEARIL AND THE RIVER FLATE,
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Mot an inch of room 18 lost in her srrangements
and fitkings, and her spesd is unguestionable,
averaging 13 to 14 knots. Her engines are GO0
horse-power, three oylinders of 200 horse-power
each, worked upon & simpls plan; but it must
be rather warm work for the stokers. Bho is a
long nmrow boat, and will be difficult to catch
by any Pruesian cruiser.

Augnst Gth.—A comparative calm prevails since
the departure of the Fremch Mail yesterdmy;
waiting for the next accounts from Europe, with a
shadowing forkh of the portentons events likely to
take place there and their probable inflnence on
commercial transactions. What s valuable thing
an ocean telegraph sable wonld now be and what
a handsome revenme it wonld be deriving., Tha
absence of it may be attributed entirely to the
injudieions: manner in which such enterprises are
dealt with here, and to the loose way in which
poncessions are given; otherwise there can bo no
donbt o direct ocean telegraph cable would now
have been in operation to Brazil, When and under
what cironmstances this most desirable mode of
communication will be earvied ont is very pro-
blematical, a&s nothing short of & sobstantinl
Government gunarantee would now provide the
requisite capital at home. The mere permission
to lay & cable amounts to nothing. The unlooked
for prospect of a war in Europe has certainly raised
the question in o practical fonm, and in the mean-
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time the Government is paying more attention to
land telegraphy, pushing on their lines gradually
north and sonth, and I believe powers are to be
obtained in the chambers to facilitate the laying of
wires. The published reports of the manager of
the telegraphs are not very favonrable to the spirit
of enterprise in this country as regards the desire
to avail of such facility, which may be attributed
in a great measure to its scanty population; and
the kind of ‘“jog-trot” habits people have gob into
will make it a work of time to change them. With
an ocean telegraph in existence, however, I believe
a different feeling would be gradunally instilled into
the country, as most people are imbued with the
importance of a close comnection with Hurope,
such as can be attained by no other medium, and
it wonld certainly revolutionise commercial trans-
aotions,

Wa have had a strong sountherly wind for the
lnst four days, with & good fall of rain, which was
much wanted for a supply of water to the city ; but
it is said the country can do without it until the
coffee crop is gathered. The temperatnre keeps
very cool for Rio, and it is trymg for the natives,
who suffer from these chanpes.

The fleet of steamers in the harbour has Intterly
been muech augmented by the return of the iron-
clads and steam transports, which are now lying
up in ordinary, many of them requiring repairs.
Amongst the ironclads which did good service
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during the war ave those built by Messrs. Laird
Brothers, of Birkenhead, the Bahia and Lima
Barrcs, The old blockade runners converted into
transports are easily recognised, conspicuous among
which is the Isabel, with her four funmels, having
lately brought up between 600 and 700 men and
officers. She came out from Liverpool in 1T} days.
Bome of the old Brazilian vessels of war which
were engaged in the celebrated action of Rirchuelo
are also here, so that Brazil has now quite a for-
midable litfle fleet. They occasionally exercize
their heavy guns by firing at a terget in the bay,
and T believe nre mostly in a state of efficiency.
Reverting to the manner in which the French
Mail ‘service is performed,, great complaints con-
finne to be made. The Amazome, for instance,
arrived here from tha River on the morning of the
4th instant., and was immediately posted fo sail
on the Sth at 5 pan. ; the mails elosing at noon on
that day, which caused considerable confusion, and
they were only kept open an hour or two longer
from sheer necessity arising from the pressure at
the Post Office. The company profess to allow 48
hours here, which is little enongh for a place of
guch commercial importance as Bio; but to curtail
this limited time is inconvenient and improper.
Our own mails slso require better regnlating, and
Sunday ought to be made & dies non, not to connt
at all in the time allowed whether proceeding
southward or returning home. As it is, Sunday
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is made quite & working day at the English Post
Office on the arrival and departure of contract mail
steamers. The Praga or Exchange here is closed
on Sunday, and o onght the Euglish Post Office
to be; otherwise, having an English Church and
paying & chaplain is almost a work of supererogn-
tion, and sets a very bad example; in fact, the
Brazilians look upon us as little better ‘than
heathens from the manner in which our only day
of religious observance is desecrated. Catholie
churches have always some outward or visible sign
of religious observances going on, and a large
number of people attend them on Sunday or on
church festival days, but our only Protestant place
of worship is, as a rule, very thinly attended. So
long a8 the Mail service is carried on at the
Brazilian Post Office we have nothing to do with
it, but the ancmaly of an Hnglish branch Post
Office being open on Bunday is a reflection on the
action of Bt. Martin's-le-Grand that ought to be
represented. It appears the latter establishmont
is about to make some change in the rate of
postage allowed to the contract mail steamers (the
Royal Mail from SBonthampfon has, of course, a
Grovernment subsidy), and the Falmouth ling has
availed of it to throw up their contract: so the
City of Brussels lately arrived here will be the
last to carry a contract mail, and I suspect the
Laverpool line will follow their example, The fack
ig that, with the restricfions as to time and heavy
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penalties of the Post Office, thess steamers cannot
make it answer their purpose, as they are more
dependant on cargo and general traffic than the
regular gubsidized ones. Bo I suppose there will
agrin be changes in the days of departure, snd
that the steamers of the non-subeidized lines will
only carry ship letters under former regulations.
It may make little difference to the Liverpool
Pacific line, as they depend mainly on their West
Coast cargo traffie, picking up passengers here and
at Monte Video.

Angust 10th.—The FPoitou, arrived a few days
back from Marseilles, bronght no further war news,
g0 we ara still in the dark as to what is going on.
The following melsncholy accident is recorded in
the Rio papers :—The steamer Porns, of the Upper
Amazon Company, steaming down the river, about
two o'clock a.m. on the 8th July, was rmn into on
the port side by the steamer Arary, belonging to
the Amaszon Bteam Company. The latter was on
her way to Manaos, The accident oeccurred off
the heights of Parague-quarn, and resulted in the
total loss of the Purns, with some 150 souls, only
T8 escaping. This calamity is attributed to the
carelessness of the pilot of the Purus, who is said
to have heen intoxieated and away from his official
post on the stemmer. The Amazon has been so
long navigated in safety by the steamers of the
Company that this unfortunate accident will throw
a damper on their proceedings, although it appears
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from the statement to have arisen entirely from
onrelessness.  People in- this country are not so
go-a-head or so venturesome as the Yankees, and
such a serions loss of life makes an impression not
easily effaced.

August 13th.—After an interval of ten days of
anxiety, enlivened only by the arrival of a large
French irom-clad, the Alma, and some of the
Liverpool steamers to and from Santos, the arrival
of the Hamburg Company's steamer Santos, under
the English flag, brought telegraph news from
Lisbon to the 21st July, with a confirmation of
the preparations for war and various surmises as
to the attitude of European states; but more
important news is hourly looked for by the French
mail stepmer from Bordeaux, now quife due, as
ghe will bring telegrams to the 20th July. Business
is almost entively snspended as regards shipments
of produce or megotiation of exchange, which is
nominally 21d. Some few speculative transactions
take place in sovereigns, which maintain their
value.

Bonday, Angust 14th.—The French steamer
came in this morning, closely followed by the
Tycho Brahe mail contract steamer from Liver-
pool. The news is bad encugh, though its effects
will not appear for a day or two, as fto-morrow
is one of the very close holidays—a religious
fastival in honour of ** Nossa Senhora da Gloria—
when there will be very grund doings at the chureh
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of that name ; o procession, and other ceremonies,
attended by the Emperor and his guite. Some
of the old-fashioned holidays have been done away

with, but enongh remain to render them a serous
interruption to business. At one period of the
history of the Catholic Church the institution of
holidays in connection with these religions festivals
was all very well, as time was then of so little
valne: but in these days of prompt action and
worldly exeitement they are o grest ML EAT0E,
and only engender lazy habits. One of the three
Trench vessels of war, o small screw corvette,
went out of the harbour this morning, having
no doubt reccived instrbetions by the mail; and
T conclude she will be cruising about in guest
of prizes so soon as the time allowed to Prussian
and German vessals expires.

Monday, Augnst 15.—A perfect dies nom, all
places of business closed; the city and snburbs
alive with holiday seekers dressed in the gayest
attire, and it is curious to see the fondness for
bright colours exhibited by colonred ladies, from
the black girl upwards, The day is remarkably
fine, cool, and plessant, so it is largely availed
of by the population. The church on the Glorin
Hill. where the festival is being held, is decked
with flags of all kinds, and a constant stresm af
pilgrims (if such they can be called) are visiting
the shrine of  our Lady of Glory.” The French

mail leaves this afternoon for the River Plate,
F
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taking down Carlotts Patti and suite to exhibit
her vocal powers before the rather critical taste
of & Buenos Ayres audience. I believe she has
met with tolerable success here, but not excited
& furore. I suppose Mr. and Mrs. Heine will
now come before the Rio public to exhibit their
musicil powers.

August 16.—The Copernicus is in from the
River, so we have a mail conveyance home at
last. She brings no particular news from that
quarter beyond the fact that the excitement of
& war in Kurope seemed to divert attention for
the moment from the serious position of things
in Entre Rios, whers Lopes Jordan remained
master of the country for the time, but how
long he may retain it is another matter on which
opinions differ. It is satisfactory to find the other
Argentine Provinces remsin quiet. Being the
dull. season for business, financial affairs may be
less affected in the River than here. There is
some interesting matter published in the Standard,
which will repay pernsal.

Angust 17.—The Copernicus sailed to-day, and
her letters ought to reach before the Douro, to
sail 29rd instant. An important document has
been issued to-day, namely, the raport of the
committee appointed by the Chamber of Deputies
to consider the question of slavery—and a vary
satisfactory document it is.  The opponents of
Government asserted that referring the question
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to a Committee of the House was tantamoont to
shelving it; but such has not been the case, as
the prompt production of the report testifies.
The leading principle recommended is freedom
of birth and a gradusl diminution of slavery by
means which appear both sound and practical,
going indeed much forther than might have been
supposed from the diffieulties surrounding the case,
and the varions conflicting interests mixed up with
it. No doubt the struggle now going on here for
political power has accelerated the anti-slavery
movement, but it is to be hoped the Legislature
will not be driven into any crude or ill-defined
measures for solving the great problem of slavery.
All may at once agree that there shall be no more
slaves borm in the country; but the process of
emancipating those already existing involves much
more serious considerations than appear on the
surface, or than can possibly be understood by
those unscquainted with the social condjtion of
the Empire.

August 18.—1I looked in at the Senate to-day,
where & very tame diseussion was going on.  The
building is = wreiched one, and not nearly so
convenient or well-ventilated as the Chamber of
Depufies. It seems strange that better accom-
modation has not by this time been provided for
the legislative body, and still more so that the
two Chambers should be a mile apart from each

other, which must be a great inconvenience and
¥ 2
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hindrance to puyblic business, particularly in o
warm climate. The concentration of state offices
with their varions departments does not seem to
have been studied here, as they are scattered all
over the city, which involves a large smount of
trouble as well as of locomotion. The practice
of interrupting speakers is a great drawback to
oratory, and renders the ordinary proceedings of
the Chambers little more than & running discus-
sion gimilar to what exists in the United States.
They wounld do well to follow the example of our
House of Commons in this respect, although in
both cases a deal of time is taken up with mere
verbiage. A considerable sum iz paid for reporting
and publishing the proceedings of both Houses,
which only appear after an interval of some days,
but still I believe they are read extensively. One
advantage they certainly have over the Chambers
at Buenos Ayres is that the speakers stand up,
and consequently can be both betfer seen and
henrd.

August 19.—I went over to Praya Grande (the
opposite side of the Bay) or the City of Nitherohy,
which has just been lighted with gas; and a new
ferry has been established, with large American
ferry boats, the latter affording additional facility
to communications, ealenlated to materially im-
prove the prospects of the place, which has for
goma time been rather in a declining state. It
g0 happened that the Emperor was going over
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to visit the gas works this evening, and to see
the city lighted, and great preparations were heing
made for his reception at the ferry and the gas
works, both of which were extensively decorated
with flags. We took a drive round the neighbour-
hood, which is very pretty and picturasque, with
many good-looking houses seattered about, whora
families come to reside doring the hot seasom,
for which there iz an extensive sea beach of the
purest white sand. House rent is much cheaper
here than in Rio, and living also, I understand.
We inspected the new gas works, which are rather
in an unfinished state; buf, when completed, it
promises to be a compact little concern, well
built, with all modern improvements. The con-
tract has been cmrried ont by Messrs. Burton,
Bons, & Waller in a solid, substantial manner,
under the inspection of Mr. Neate, as engineer,
and the buildings arscted by M, Baullman, Mr,
Buck being now the resident manager. The
works are rather too far from the city, and with
only shallow water for discharging conls. The
geattered nature of the lighting will require &
large amount of main pipes; but altogether, if
well and economically administered, it ought to
be a paying concern. The stenmer from New
York came up as we Wers Crossing. I ghould
not omit to notice the improvements making at
the market, to which they are building an upper
story, with ample convenience for storing tha
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products brought for sals, and much more clean-
lingss is observed. A few years will make a great
change for the better in this respect throughout
the city, which is apparent to those who have
known it in former years, more so probably than
to those who are constantly on the spot.

August 20th.—The Deure came up early this
morning from the River with a fair complement of
passengers. .Bhe has the honour of taking home
the Count d'En and the Princess. Various sur-
mises are afloat as to the ohject of their visit to
Hurope under present eircumstances, most of them
arising from political feeling, but I dare say most
of them very wide of the truth. They will carry
with them the sympathy and good wishes of all
loyal Brazilians, who think very highly both of the
Count and the Mincess; nor do I believe they
have any enemies, It is stated that the Emperor
will positively visit Kurope next April, by which
time the Count and the Princess are expected to
retorn, and that T take to be the reason of what
may appear a hurried arangement. To judge by
the language of some River Plate papers, the state
of affairs in Entre Rios and in the Banda Oriental,
serions as it undoubtedly is, only affords food for
editorinl merriment, or at all events they seem to
be tired of treating things au seriewz. The most
extraordinary romonrs are cirenlated from day to
day, simply, it would appear, in the absence of any
events worth recording, and for the time the war
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in Rurope absorbed public attention. National
bonds were weak, thongh money was plentiful and
rates of discount easy. In fact, they have evidently
retained & considerable portion of the gold sent
down from Rio during the progress of the war.

August 22nd.—No appearance yet of the steamer
Grermany, extra ship of the Pacific lhne, most
anxiously looked for, and the Falmouth steamer is
also due in a day or two. Thers is no political or
commereial news of importance, but a fair amount
of exchange appears to be negotiating at ahout 20
to 204 for bank paper, and 21 to 21} for private
paper; but under present circumstances transac-
tions are irregular, depending much on the nature
of the paper offered.

Angust 23rd—The Douro sailed to-day under a
Royal salute, having the Count d'Eu and the
Princess on board, a fair number of passengers,
nearly a full cargo, and £4,000 of specie. Went
to visit the Tmmigrants’ Home, an institution sup-
ported by Government. It is beautifully situated,
on an eminence at the extreme end of the city,
commanding a fine view of the bay and the
ghipping. The honse was origipally built by o
rich Brazilian, afterwards converted into an hos-
pital, called the ** Casa de Baude,” which nome it
atill bears, and it is admirably adapted to its present
purpose, being large and spacious, with plenty of
ground about it for exercise and recreation. Only
women and children were the gceupants, the men
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lately there having gone out to work some land in
the neighbourhood of the city, recently bought by
the Government for this purpose. They appeared
to be well ecared for and the children looked reason-
nbly. heplthy—indeed it is omeo of the healthiest
positions about Rio. We armived just af dinner
time, and certainly there was nothing to complain
of in the food they were partaking of, which
consisted of soup, good fresh beef, besns, and
farinha, a repast which any labouring man onght
to enjoy. The oecupants were ehiefly Irvish, which
accounts for the place not being kept as clean as
it might be; otherwise, with so many able-bodied
women, thera is no excuse for discomfort. The
building is capable of holding & large number, and,
I believe, as many as 500 emigrants have been
located there on s pinch, but latterly not more
than 100. If emigration becomes systematized
and the establishment is properly looked after, it
must be a: very valoable adjunct. Bpeaking of
emigration, the attempts hitherto made to promote
itt have been very crode and spasmodic, nothing
like & regular, well organized plan having been
adopted ; otherwise there is ample scope for pros-
perous colonies in this and the adjoining provinces.
There has been no unity of purpose between the
Government  and those who have brought out
emigrants, failure in snch cases being the natural
eonsequence. It is the mjudicions choice of lo-
ealities for plaving the emigrants and not providing
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for their comfort at the cnset that has cansed so
much dissatisfiction, nor can success be attained
without proper arrangements being made before-
hand, such as exist in conntries much less favonr-
ably endowed than Brazil for all the requirements
of an industrial population. I ought not to omib
mentioning that there is an English benevolent
institute here for relieving distressed British sub-
jects, some £500 per annum being expended in
this praiseworthy object; as it is difficult fo
imasine a worse place than Rio for this class of
people, not speaking the langnage and finding it
impossible to obtain suitable employment.

August 24th.—The Donati arrived to-day from
Liverpool with two or three days later advines,
which only increases the desive to know  more
relutive to the extraordinary state of things in
Zurope; and the progress of the pigantic struggle
which appears inevitable. In the face of what
may be called conflicting statements as to the
probable duration of the war, and the complications
which may arise out of it, exchange has bean
rather firmer, with more business doing; but of
course everything here is contingent on the tenor of
advices from Europe and subject to daily fluctus-
tions, as opinions change with regard to the
probable future.

Angust 25th.—The Germany is up to-day, with
Tisbon telegrams from London to the 5th instant,
advising a commencement. of hostilitics between
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France and Prussia, together with other informa-
tion mnot favourable to a prompt settlement of
existing difficulties; but rather the contrary, that
the war will be a long one, and may bring about
complications with other States. Howaver, people
here seem to have made up their minds for the
worst, and it is discounted.

There are rumours here to-day that the Emperor
i determined to have the slavery question brought
forward this session, and that if the present Minis-
ters will not do it, he will try to find others. It is
difficult to believe that a measure involving such
vital consequences to the Empire is likely to be
hurried forward in this fashion; but moderate
people think there would be no harm in legislating
upon the report of the committee lately presented
to the Chambers, and that it would tend to allay
irritation. The arrival of Senhor Paranhos from
the River Plate is anxiously looked for, as it is
thonght his great influonee would be exercised in
bringing about a satisfactory solution of the present
politioal crisis, if such it can be called.

Angust 27th.—The movement of steamers con-
tinues., The Poiton, of the Marseilles line, arrived
to-day from the River, bringing papers to 20th
ingt., and the Montezuma, belonging to the Havre
line, also sailed for the River, At Buenos Ayres
attention nppeared to be concentrated on the
advices from Europe, and internal troubles for-
gotten for the moment. Dr. Tejedor had been
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appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs i place
of Dr. Varela, who goes to England to recruit
his health, and he is highly spoken of as a man
of character and ability. Sefior Riestra had also
been unanimously chosen a Senator. In Emtre
Rios a forward movement on the part of General
Gelly y Obes was locked for; and matters in
Urnguay are eulminating to a point that looks
very like the Blancos obtaining possession  of
Monte Video, in which case the old struggle
between them and the Colorades may last for
vears, to the destruction of a fine country. By
a Government decrea the Cordova Exhibition 18
again postpened to the 15th March, 1871, which
must be a source of great annoyance and of some
loss to those who have been making preparations
for the opeming in October next. No reason is
assigned for this step, which I conclude ariges
from events connected with the revolution in Entre
Rioa : but, whatever the cause, the delay is much
to be regretted, and will be very prejudicial to
the exhibition itself.

The prosperous state of Brazilian finances is
exciting general attention. The Government has
a large surplus in the Treasury, and has recently
reduced the rate of interest on its bonds (apolices),
as well as on other securities, all of which are
gradually rising in valne. All expenses connected
with the late war will now soon be liquidated, and
it would be a judicious step to make some reduction
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in taxes levied to meet the expenses of the war,
particularly the export duties on produce, which
weigh s0 heavily on the industrial interests of the
country, On the other hand, the Government is
nsking very large sums for milway extension, the
muking of roads, navigation of rivers by steam, and
other enterprizses identified with the progress of the
country. A judicions ontlay in this way, so as to
reduce the cost of transport of produce fo the
seaboard, is of all things wanted, and most desir-
able, calenlated to encourage agriculture and assist
emigration.

The much abused Duke of Caixias has just been
presented with the order of Dom Pedro I., one of
the oldest of the Bmpire, and very rarely bestowed,
in & manner that must be very gratifying to him,
many of his companions in arms having united to
pay him what I consider a well-deserved eompli-
ment. Tha futore historian of South America,
and of Brazil in particular, will yet do justice to
the services of this distingnished soldier, and the
more the hardships and trials the Brazilian army
had to go throngh in the Paragnayan campaign
become known, the more will the fortitude as well
as the tackios of its commander be appreciated.
In fact, few soldiers but those born in the country
conld have stood the severe physical ordeal they had
to go throngh, Amongst his mest conspionons oppo-
nents may be ranked those who advoeated at one
time an ']E,"I:IDHJ.iJIiUlI.H peace, and ||l'c.'|g:|,mjtif_',|d,{u1 i
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collapse and ruin of the country if the war was con-
tinued, instead of which it is rising superior to its
former condition, both politically and finencially.
Angust 31st.—The Cordillers arrived from the
Pacific yesterday—very punctual, with a large
cargo and a considerable number of passengers for
Hurope. She sailed again to-day. Things in the
River Plate remained pretty mueh in sfabe quo,
excopt that a report prevailed of General Gelly ¥
Obes being about to move forward in Entre Hios |
but the Buenos Ayres papers do not speak very
hopefully as to the result. The formation of &
Mational Bank, with Befior Norherto de la Risstra
at the head of it, and under the auspices of Messrs,
J. Thomson, T. Bonar and Co., of London; is
annonneed rather at an unforfunate time, with &
European war snd internal troubles; but there
seems to he great monetary ease at Buenos Ayres.
The names are o guarantee for able and prodent
management on both sides. National Bonds were
declining, as well as Exchange on England, under
the influence of European advices. The Oneidn
is anxiously expected here. The Brazilian mail
coasting steamer arrived here last evening, bronght
accounts of the Pascal having reached Pernambuco
with some news of Fremch defeats, but not muei
reliance is placed on such indirect rumours.
September 2nd.—The Oneida came up yesterday
afterncon, having been groping about in a fog, and
not signalized, so she took every one by surprise.
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The rumours alluded to, brought from Pernambuco,
about the war, proved not only correct, but far
below the estimate, and set people wild with excite-
ment and surprise. Every one asked, what has
become of the French grand army, about which
the world has heard so mueh of late years? It
seems to have “melted into thin air,” and the
cause of Louis Napoleon is regarded here as quite
hopeless. The commercial and financial news
comes also more cheerful, which has restored a
degree of confidence, and produce is more freely
operated in, with p steadier rate of exchange,
All the German vessels in harbonr hoisted their
lags yesterday on receipt of the news, but not a
French one was to be seen. Ivents crowd on each
other so fast now-a-days that it is diffienlt to keep
pace with them. There will be later news by the
Pueifie steamer, due to-morrow or the next day,
the telegrams from Lisbon being the only things
cared for, although on this last occasion seversl
were missing, amonget them the nsual ones for the
Praga do Commercio, for which people are at a loss
to account. I am leaving for the River Plate to-
morrow, by the Royal Mail steamer Oneida, so my
narrative will now teke a wider range, and embrace
the state of affairs there, which by all accounts is
not very satisfactory. The homeward French mail
18 looked for on the 4th, and an anmouncement is
made that in foture they will give fully 48 hours
after arrival for letters to be posted.
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Sept. 4th, 1870.—Again on board one of the
Rowval Mail Company’s ships—the Oneida—an old
acquaintance of ming, having been under my
charge at Constantinepls whilst employed in the
Transport service during the, Crimean war.  She
has undergone considerable alteration since that
time, having had new engines, snd been built
upon so as to adapt her for passenger traffic.  She
is a faithfolly-boilt ship, having been originally
constructed for private owners, under yvery close in-
gpection ; ‘but she is probably behind her day when
contrasted with the magnificent new steamers now
running to Brazil and the River Plate: still, she
is a fine ship and a comforteble sea-boat, and
has always done her work remarkably well. Tha
comments T have before made as to the organize-
tion of the Hoyal Mail Company's service in the
case of the La Plata apply equally to the Oneida;
being well-navigated, with every arrangement on
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board that can conduce to the comfort of pas-
sengors, and o first-rate cuisine. On leaving Rio
yesterday, the place was in o stute of considerable
excitement, cansed by the arrival of the Magellan,
bringing dates from England to the 19th August,
telegraphed from Lisbon, with continued accounts
of Prussinn victories and of the Prussian armies
marching on Paris. We have on board a Times
of the 15th Angust, the contents of which, conpled
with the later telegrams, wonld seem to place the
cause of France and the reign of Napoleon IITL.
in a very preearions eondifion.

The woather in Rio before onr departure had
been wvery dull and unsettled—not a glimpse of
sunshine for two or three days; and it continues
the same now, with occasional showers of rain,
little wind, but a heavy southerly swell, which
canses the ship to roll a good deal, leading us fo
think that it has been blowing hard in these lati-
tudes, nor is it possible to imagine a more gloomy
day in the chops of the English Channel. No
observation possible, so we are running by the log
—diffionlt to helieve we are in the * sunny south.”
The Magellan wns to leave a fow hours after us,
and it is possible her superior speed will enable
her to reach Monte Video first, which would be a
disappointment to onr commander and his officers,
who hove all the esprit de corps about them apper-
taining to rival services, However, the “race is
not always to the swift nor .the battle to the
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strong,™ and we gtill hope to take down the first
news of the recent stirring events in Europe.

A sense of relief will be felt in Brazil and the
River Plate by the more cheerful tone of com-
mercial advices just received, and the recovery
both in gommercial and financial affairs at home,
however much the drawbacks and disasters cansed
by the war may affect local interests. Moreover,
there appears to be less chence of continental
complications, and it is believed the decisive
nature of the struggle between France and Prussia
may lead to some mediation 1;‘1,-' other Powers that
will bring about a speedier peace than could at
one time have been supposed possibla.

Amongst the passengers on bosrd the Oneids
are & further small detachment of “ Henly boys,'
from which it may be supposed that Mr. Henly
is not yet “ snuffed out" as some people suppose.
By the last accounts published in TWe Buenos
Ayres Standard he nppears fo have purchased
Innd n fow miles from Rosario, whera he was
satablishing his colony—and it is to be hoped
he will be suceessful; nor do I see any resson
.why this should not be the case, if they only work
oordially together. Of course much will depend
on the calibre of the settlers themselves; and
unfortunately the habite and ideas of some of
them are not yery promising, but these will pro-
bably be weeded out. It is a singular propensity

amongst & certain class of young Englishmen of
@
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good families, well-educated, and who ought to
know better, to conduet themselves in a foreign
country and amongst strangers as if they were
entirely devoid of these advantages. Such con-
duct creates a prejudice against them, and it is
excoedingly offensive to quiet-going passengers
on board the steamers which bring them out,
who are, often obliged to witness behaviour and
to hear language that would hardly be indulged
m. by members of the swell mob. The general
mmprassion a8 to the behaviour of fast young
HEnglishmen is not favourable even at home; but
society keeps some check upon them there, which
cannot well be exercised under the cireumstances
alluded to. There may be good and noble gualities
in the race, but these are sadly obseured by a
prevalence of very vicious ones. As & rule the
class of emigrants or settlers in & new country
ought. to be steady, sober, hard-working people,
who will look their position boldly in the face,
determined by patience and perseverance to over-
come any drawbacks or difficulties that may attend
it. Whether “Henly boys” possess these qualities
remains to be seen. A life of easy indulgence
and folly is not the best suited for dealing with
the stern realities. of an adventurous life in the
pampas of Bouth Ameriea.

September 5th.—The prognostications of some
friends in Rio that the late misty, disagrecabls
weather would be followed by a southerly blow
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has been' realised. Tt came on strong yesterday
afternoon from the south-west, dead in our testh
of conrse; with' rather a heavy sen, cansing the
steamer to' pitch and roll considerably; but, on
the whole, she' is' a8 eomfortable a8 any ship' well
c¢an! b tnder puch civeumstances, and more so
than @ great maony. To-day hus' béen bright' and
gunny, but still Blowing fresh from the samo
quarter, reducing our speed to' the' minimum, with
the prospect of a longer than usual passage. It
is mot the first time I have experienced such
weather in these latitndes: and, as I have main-
tained, the worst part of the passage is gensrally
between: Rio de Janeiro and the River Plate.
The Bay of Bidcsy is sometimes bad enough;
but' & soutli-wester, or Pampero, are not to be
despised. As 4 set-off the air feels' fresh, cold,
and invigorating—very different to what it hes
been of late about Rio, where a'damp cold has
been so'prevalent. The thermometer ranges about
00 degs.

September 6th.—Wind gone down, but the heavy
swell has contitined, retarding ounr progress, and we
have only made 215 miles since’ yesterday. On
the' other hand, the weather is delightful, bright
sunshine, with' a cool breeme—something like &
fine day in England.

Monte Video, 8th of Beptember.—We came to
an snchor kere abont 11 am. and found the

Magellan had preceded us by a few hours; the
a2
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City of Buenos Ayres was here, and the Cassini,
belonging to the Liverpool line, also came up from
Buenos Ayres, having taken in a large portion of
her eargo at Rosario, the first steamer loaded there
direct for Europe. It was a beauntiful sunny day,
and on going on shore we found it was one of their
holidays, * Nativity of the Virgin.” Ships and
places of business all closed, with flags flying in
varions directions, nor could any stranger have
imagined that a rebel army was encamped within
two miles of the city, threatening it with assault
at any moment. It is true the place wore a dead-
alive sort of mspect, and I believe many families
have left the City for Buenos Ayres; but those who
remain in it appenr indifferent as to what is passing
around them. Things are evidently in a hopaless
state of confusion. It matters little which party
gains the ascendant, as the country is utterly
riitied, the Government without means or resources,
and the whole affuir is a sort of wind-up to a long
period of anarchy, where plunder is the order of
the day as long as there is anything to divide.
What & curse that so fine a country shonld be in
such miserable hands; but there is mo help for it
at present. The wonder is how people get their
daily bread, or in what way the political and social
machinery is kept in motion at all. Whilst there,
Government troops, said to mumber some 2,000
men, marched out with the intention of atfacking
the rebels, and az we left numerons rockets werae
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fired ; but whether they will come fo close quarters
and bring things to a erisis remains to be seen.
The telegraph wires are cuf, so the news of passing
events will have to be brought over by the daily
steamers. The accounts I veceived as to the state
of things on both sides of the river are very dis-
conraging ; but, as regards the Argentine Republie,
I shall know more on arrival at Buenos Ayres. It
is & lovely night, with a full moon, bot & keem,
gearching air, which makes the cabin much more
preferable than the deck, and two or three recent
copies of The Buencs Ayres Standard post ong up
as to what is taking place there. Several of our
passengers were left behind at Monte Video, chiefly
« Henly boys,” who appear to have found the city
rather attractive, as there was ample time for them
to have returned on board; besides which, the
steamer fired three guns after the time appointed
for leaving, nor does it do to trifle with a large
steamer in such a ticklish navigation as thab
between Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. It may
teach them a lesson for the future, and certainly
no blame whatever can be attached to the Captain
of the Oneida.

Buenos Ayres, 11th of September—We an-
chored in the roadstead, some twelve miles from
the shore, early on Friday morning; very ineom-
vonient distance, but a amall serew steamer took
us in close to the mole, whence we had to be
transhipped into a boat, the lnggage having @ third
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process to go through, that of being put into carts
and landed at the end of the mole for examination,
&e,, which, however, is gone through promptly,
and with much courtesy on the part of the Custom
House officials. All the drawbacks of landing
remain, nor will it be an easy task to remove them,
unless a temporary facility is afforded by extending
the mole. The intention, I believe, is to run a
double tramway on the mole, and only make the
latter accessible by ticket ; thus doing away with
the frouble and expense of having everything
conveyed by peons, who seramble for the luggage
like g0 many hungry wolves. A more systematic
plan of managing these things would certainly be
a great comfort and relief to passengers, many of
whom are very helpless on such occasions. No
particular improvement struck me on landing, if
I except the institution of tramways, and building
of some large fine honses, which becomes more
visible on traversing the City—now so easily done,
contrasted with former fimes. The streets them.-
selves were still bad enough, the more regular
paving of the tramways only showing the deformity
of the other portion of the street, rendering loco-
motion by carriages even more difficult than before.
The tramways don't appear so well laid down or
80 compact as those of Rio de Janeiro; and another
singnlar process is that of a man on horseback riding
a little distance before the carrisges, blowing a
horn, the object being to prevent collision with
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other vehicles when passing the cross streets, which
are of course very numerous from the plan of
building in sguares. A serious drawback here to
the otherwize great conveniences of framways is
that they do not run continuously or in succession,
but collect together at & starting point to the
number of six or eight carringes, which leave atb
the same time, causing much delay, and when
they do start, what with the blowing of the horns
and the passing of so many tram carriages in close
proximity, it creates quite a furore in the streets,
gomething like that of a grand cevalry charge, or
the passing of an artillery train. Being single
lines of rails, the carriages are obliged to return
the same way; but I believe it is intended, before
the system is complete, to improve on this Kind of
“gonfusion worse confounded.” Certainly the tram-
ways as at present worked are a posifive nmsance
to the city, and whether they are likely to be paying
eoncerns there is no data yeb to go upon, exespt
that the cost of constroction has been heavy and
the working expenses must be great. The rombling
omnibuses have nearly disappeared, to give way to
& modern and much more agreeable conveyance,
to say nothing of the grent saving in expenses of
logomotion. No doubt one résult will be that
of people living more in the suburbs, and less
crowding in the city. Beyond a supply of water,
which ig & preat boon, samifary improvements re-
main in statuw quo. The weather has continued
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fing and bright, but still cold, necessitating fires in
the evening to those who wish to feel comfortable.

As regards the political and social state of the
eonntry there is much to be said; but I shall
reserve Iy comments until a more lengthened
inquiry enables me to arrive ab a troer estimate
of the actual condition of things. On the surface
all appears to go on as usnal, bot there iz an
under-current of mischief caused by the very free-
dom of ite instifutions, which to a certain extent
paralyses the Execntive. Asin the United Btates,
the working of the federal system is found to be
defective, innsmuch as each province exercises
a separate power, with the interference of which
there is great jealousy, so that virtually the
National Government is under control of the
Chamber of Deputies, whose action is often slow
when o prompt decision is necessary to be arrived
at. To this cause may be ascribed the prolonga-
tion of the Entre Rios rebellion, and the difficulty
the Government experiences in passing measures
of much importance to the general welfare of the
Republic a5 & body. The action of the President
ig limited and circomseribed, and the views of
Barmiento are said to be much in advanee of the
majority of his countrymen. The general opinion
is favourable to an early settlement of affairs in
Entre Rios, a8 o porbion of Lopes Jordan's army
has been signally defeated, and a decisive action is
daily locked for. Meanwhile, this rebellion canses
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a large drain on the national exchequer at a time
when ite funds are urgently required for the prosecu-
tion of railways and other useful purposes, besides
occupying the attention of Government and dis-
tracting public opinion, which requires rest after
the excitement of the lost few years. A great mis-
fortune in the settlement of affairs in Paraguay
has cceurred by the abandonment of that portion
of the triple alliance which had for its object &
definition of the boundaries—each party being leit
to establish its own—which may give rise to future
trouble.  There has been too much sensitiveness
in the matter here, from a feeling of not taking
advantage of the powerless condition of Paraguay,
and the Brazilian minister was reluctantly obliged
to abandon the point. A kind of incipient revo-
lution has just occurred at Asuncion, resulting in
a change of the governing body; but this is of
little consequence, and it may not be the first by
a good many changes before Paraguay assumes
anything like a settled government. From Monte
Video we hear of the Blances being defeated in
an engagement outside the city, which may some-
what change the aspect of affairs. The telegraph
wires are being constantly eut; which is a great
annoyance to people here, and & gerions loss to
the company. It seems a most wanton piece of
mischief on the part of the Blancos, as the tele-
graph can have no possible inflaence on their move-
ments—just at this time, too, when the anxiety for
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news from Hurope is so strong. The Oneida takes
home a large amount of specie from here and Monte
Video, and it is believed this will be considerably
augmented at, Rio de Janeiro. She has also a fair
complement of passengers.

ldth September.—Nothing new to-day; weathar
windy and cold ; fires very acceptable.

Buenos Ayres, Sept 15th, 1870.—The Oneida
takes on a supplementary mail from Monte Video
to-morrow morning, but there is no news to-day
worth recording. A continnance of splendid wea-
ther, less mud, and warmer to-day. Visited the
Southern Railway Station and went on to Bar-
racas, where much activity prevails; more shed
accommodation, many new covered waggons built
and building on the spot, the iron work being
sent out from England. The goods traffic has
not been so heavy of late, owing to the dull pro-
duce markets; but the passenger traffic keeps
steadily increasing, and both will BXpérience n
great development when the extensions south-
ward, now in process of making, are available—
particularly that across the River Salado, which
is'a stopper to the old bullock traffic. Few foreign
railways have been so uniformly prosperous as the
Great Southern, which has built up a traffic for
itself that must go on increasing and multiplying
with the development of the provines, and nct as
a great stimulus to railway enterprise throughout
the republie. Of this fact the Government appears
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to be fully sensible, and money is freely voted by
the Chambers for constructing railways. At the
same time it reguires judicious handling, in order
that the lines should be carried where they are
most likely to be productive, and become feeders
for existing traflic, as well as that which the rail-
wiys themselves will create. Another very essen-
tinl requirement is that population should keep
pace with railway advancement, which is impos-
sible unless adequate encouragement is afforded ;
nor do the Government or people yet appear alive
to this great want and necessity of their position.
They think becanse a certain number of Dasques
and Italians come oub spontanecusly, that w por-
tion at least of the surplus population of Northern
Europe will migrate to their shores, and some go
g0 far as to argue that they don’t want immigra-
tion at all. The response would soon be a sta-
tionary exchequer and an uncnltivated termtory.
The real and permanent wealth of & country must
emanate from its soil and from its natural produocts,
and withont population there can be no progress,
Tven with the influx of emigrants for the last few
years the census of the Argentine Hepublic is
ridienlonsly small.

The more I see of the working of the framways
hera the more objectionable it appears ; and unless
some great change takes place they can pnly be
a standing nuisance to the cify, besides interfering
very materinlly: with the paying nature of the
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traffie. To be of any real use there should be
constant regular departures every few minutes,
instead of half-a-dozen or more carringes starting
together at intervals of hours or half hours, the
collection of so many carriages creating moreover
i great interference with the rvegulnr traffic of
the streets, which are generally too narrow to
it of a double line, or even sidings ; the cross-
ings might be allowed in some places, Then
the fellows on horseback, blowing their horns, and
gulloping before the carriages, with the generally
crowded state of the streets, causes a scene of
indescribable uproar. What the Government or
Municipality onght to have done was to allow
tramways to be made only through some of the
leading streets, up one and down another in regu-
lar succession, as there i5 not room for curves
Something will have to be done in order to
mitigate the existing evils, which really. neutralise
# great portion of the advantage tramways are
intended to afford. A London population would
not allow such a system of tramways to exist for
twenty-four hours, but Argentines are & very
patient people in some things. As repards the
condition of the streets themselves, I can say
nothing more than that they are a perfect abomi-
nation and a standing disgrace to the many noble
buildings in them. The brute creation are the
worst off, as the flagged parapets admit of bipeds -
getting along with tolerable eomfort ; but it would
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break the hearts of the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals to see the way in which the
poor horses are treated here. The next provineial
loan raised ought to be specially devoted to the
paving and sewerage of the streets—the latter
becoming annually more urgent, if the ety is
not to be converted into a pest honse. I under-
stand Glovernment is aboub to undertalke this neces-
sary work themselves, the tenders for it having
differed so widely in amount as to render it almost
impossible to do it by contract. Governor Castro
has got his work carved out in this and other
respects for the entire period of his office; and
confidence is felt that he will prove equal to the
oceasion. Considerable sensation prevailed in the
city yesterday, in consequence of the assemblage
of a large number of people af the Government
House to demand (for it could ba called nothing
else) the pardon of & wretched criminal, who was
to have been executed to-dsy for the barbarous
murder of his wife. The movement was set on
foot by The Tribuna, the leading journal here ;
and the wall-known editor, Mr. Hector Varela, ad-
dressed the Governor, who, after retiring to consider
or comsult his colleagues, consented to commute
the sentence of death. This is one of the mie-
chievous results of what may be called mob govern-
ment and cutside pressure; but, as it has become
the fashion at home, we need not be surprised
at its exercise here. Tt is the more to be regretted,
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as the two late executions of murderers had affor-
ded satisfaction, as an earnest that they wonld
not be allowed to escape scot-free in fubure.
It may be, as it iz contended, that the sentence
on this wife-murderer was a severe one; but n
perdon’ under such ecircumstances will tend to
encourgge the sickly sentimentality of those who
protest against capital punishment, but ean tolerate
the perpetration of crimes for which the desth of
the colprit is the least atonement thas can be
offered. To do away with capital punishment in
eountries like thesa wonld be virtually to condome,
if not to encourage nssassination.

I want to take a look st the Boea and Barracas
railway to-day, where the new viaduct hes been
lutely erected, running & mile in length from the
Custom' House along the meargin on the shore,
which was subject to imjury from the flood. Tt is
constrooted entirely of iron, the numerons columns
serewed down, with & donbla set of givders at the
top, on which the rails are to be bolted. The rest
will be quite open, and only space for the carrisges
to traverse, conveying & sense of danger, though
not g0 in reality. It i @ single line, which is now
being continued on from Barraoas to Ensenads, the
latter looked upon as the future port’ of Buencs
Ayres; but it will require & long: time' before that
project can be carried . out; as the vested interests
in property in' the city are too strong to admit of
stich &' change, however: beneficinl it might be' to
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shipping. Various schemes for making docks and
improving: the port are projected, but the amount
of money involved is too: considerable to be casily
dealt with, and other urgent requirements, such as
paving and sewerage, are a. primary consideration.
The Boea line is valusble in' conmection with the
traffic:of the port, and it will no doubt eventually
be joined tothe Northern Railway, having a central
station somewhere on the beach.

Monday, September 19th.—The city has been
wild with excitement to-day in consequence of the
arrival of the French steamer at Monte Video,
whence telegrams have been passing all day, one
contradictory. of the other; but the letters and
newspapers to be delivered to-morrow will give
more or less a real statement of affairs.  Bo far as
can ba made ont of the telegrams from' Lishon to
the 20th Augnst, it looks like & siege or oconpation
of Paris. At the same time people do not helieve
the French cause is hopeless. There are so many
French and Germans here that it is like “fighting
the battle over again,'” and all mmst be decided
whilst they are speenlating: on the event. Liocal
politics and local tronbles sink quite into the shade
contrasted with sneh portentous events in Europs,
but it cannot be denied that the: National Govern-
ment have quite enough on their hands in Fntre
Rios and the uncertainty as to the struggle in the
Banda Oriental. This may account: for the extra-
ordinary rejection by Congress—for its postpone-
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ment to another session is tantamount to that—
‘of the very advantageons offer made by Messrs.
J. Thomsen, T. Bonar and Co., of London, fo
establish a National Bank in the ecountry, which
onie would have thought so congenial to the pro-
fessed views of progress; but “ truth is stronger
than fiction,” and at the very time Congress is
voting millions of money for railway extension
they deprive themselves of an institution so
eminently caloulated to assist them in carrying
ont projects of this kind, some of which, in my
humble opinion, are of very premature poneeption,
one in particular just passed—called the Bantiago
Railway Coneession—being looked upon as little
better than a joke. If the legislators of the
Argentine Republic do not exercise more judgment
and discretion in the passing of measures they will
serionsly injure themselves in the eyes of European
capitalists, who are quite able to * separata the
tares from the wheat” in snch cases as these. There
is sadly too much personal intrigue at worlk, which,
like the dog in the fable, lends cceasionally to
dropping the substance for the ghadow. I believe
the Government were most anxious to have carried
this National Bank project, and very wisely, as an
influx of foreign eapitel must be of great benefit
to the country. The labours of the session will
now soon close.

September 90th.—People have been busy to-day
digesting the war news received by the French
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mail, but withont feeling much wiser as to the
final result. There is @ report that the Bmperor
had destroyed himself, but it cannot be traced to :
any credible source, and is not believed. A grand
ceremony at the Cathedral to-day, celebrating the,
obsequies of the late Archbishop of this Provinee,
who recently died at Rome. A very large at-
tendance, the President and Governor Castro, with
all the &lite of the eity. The ladies muster very
strong on thess occasions, all dressed in black,
with their characteristic mantillas. The display
of carriages was great, that of the President
reminding one of the Lord Mayor gomng in state,
only the ornaments were silver gilt instead of gold.
September 28rd.—The Pacific steamer, home-
ward bound, is expected at Monte Video on the
94th, so 1 leave my despatches to be forwarded
by her. The outward bound one is due abouf the
same time, but the telegraph wires are aguin cut,
and news is only brought over by the steamers
which leave Monte Video in the evening. It i8
looked for with feverish impatience, as likely to
decide: the future course of events in Hurope,
where two immense armies are only waiting the
signal to recommence their mutual slanghter, It
is a sickening subject, and the world will rejoice
to gee it at an end. Whilst I am writmg at the
Hotel de la Paix the clatter of the bells of L
Merced” church, which is close to, 18 enongh o

drive all coherent thoughts from one's head. Two
H
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or three times a day, and for an hour or more in
sucoession, does this frightful jingle go om, in
connection with the ceremonies of the church, I
suppose; but in no Catholie city in the world did
1 ever hear such a prolonged nuisance, which ought
to be put s stop to. BSome half-dozen bells, great
and small, go hammering as hard as they ocan,
without the semblance of time or tune, but simply
to make as lond and discordant a noise as possible.

I am leaving to-morrow for Rosario and Cordova,
from whence I hope to send some interesting
details respecting the Central Argentine Hailway,
its condition snd prospects, as also a brief account
of the progress making in colonization. I shall
also be able to form an impartial judgment as fo
Mr. Henly's colony, abont which so many different
reports are current; but “ seeing is believing.”
He has had many unforeseen difficulties to contend
with, but, so far as I can judge or know of his
movements, he is honestly endeavouring to fulfil
the engagements he entered into at home.

TRosario, 25th September.—We left Buenos Ayres
yesterday by the S8an Fernando Railway at 10 a.m.
for the Tigre. Mr. Crabiree, the manager, kindly
afforded every facility. I was glad to obsarve the
improved condition of the line, the station works
being enlarged and evident signs of progress in
traffic arrangements, with several new carrages
costing £1000 each, whose services were only
oceasionally called into requisition ; so the public
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canmot complain that the company does not strive
to mest their requirements. In this case, as in
many others, patience is likely to be rewarded ;
and the line must become a valuable property,
especially if the company will afford facilities
to steam traffic by extending their rails to the
Lujan River, thus overcoming the difficulty of the
little creek which at present cramps the move-
ments of steamers., Want of means was a suffi-
vient repson when I was last here; but this can-
not now be pleaded, nor does it require more than
common observiation on the spot to show how much
the Northern Railway Company wonld gain by
the proposed extension to the Lujan, & matter
of a few hundred yards. We emburked on board
the new steamar Capitan, & fine paddle-wheel boat,
built by Messrs. Robertson and Ely, of Glasgow,
expressly for passengers and mails, as she carries
no cargo. Her engines are of 120 horse power,
oscillating cylinders, and capabla of great speed ;
more so in my opinion than the navigation to
Rosario requires, ns a night must be spent upon
it under any circumstances. Nothing can be mora
comfortalle than the accommodation on this boat,
which is commanded by an old Birkenhead ne-
quaintance, Captain Travies, who has been hers
singe the year 1854, having bromght ont the
steamer Monni (as engineer), belonging to tha
then Sonth American Steam Navigation Company,

which may be truly said to have been the ploneer
)1 G
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of steam navigation in the river. Passing over
the line from the Retiro station I obgerved many
new buildings, and an extension of country resi-
dences, forming in fact & continuons guburh of
Buenos Ayres, and if the railway is rendered sub-
servient to the wants of the loeality it must prove @
very lucrative concern; but, if this enlarged view of
things is not taken by the company, opposition may
arise that would seriously interfere with its traffic
receipts. The main station will shortly be on the
beach, near to the Plaza Victoria, the Western
Railway having already their branch line made,
gxtending in the same direction; and these, uniting
with the Boca snd Barracas line, will form the
future central termini of Buenos Ayres railways.
Navigating through the Capitan (after which
the stemmer is called), with the waters so lovw
s mt present, is not an easy task, requiring time
and patience; but all obstacles were finally sur-
mounted, and we emerged into the wider Paransa.
1t is curious to see, at this period of early spring
here, the willow trees in full leaf for miles, over-
hanging the narrow tortuous channel of the Capi-
tan, while the trees of a larger growth are entirely
bare and apparently dead; but the first fall of
rain, followed by sunshine, will bring them into
vitality, and the islands then become one mass
of verdure. We stopped at the Parana entrance
to the Capitan to send off a boat with a beacon
to be laid down to mark it, being so extromely
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narrow and hidden that if the weather be at all
thick it is difficult to distingnish it.

Up the Parans to Rosario has besn 8o often
deseribed as to render repetition umnecessary.
After & capital dinner I came on deck once more
to gaze on its still waters under a bright star-
light, but the cold piercing wind scon sent me
below. We had & considerable number of pas-
gsengers on board, amongst them some old aquaint-
ances, ineluding Colonel Mansilla, Major Riokard,
and Mr. Grigor, the latter two gentlemen going
up to Santa Fe in connection with the colonization
enterprise of Mesars. J. Thomson, . Bonar & Co.,
lately alluded to. The large English element out
here may be easily judged by the number of pas-
gengers travelling in this direction. At daylight
we landed passengers at Ban Nicolas, and at 10 a.am.
on Sunday morning we moved alongside the new
" ground (for it cannot st present be called a wharf),
which has been covered in since 1 was lasb in
Rosario in 1868, It saves all trouble of boating,
and a few years more will see a fine pier extending
the length of the harbour of Rosario. Vessels of
a1l nations were at anchor, and Her Majesty's
stoamer Bencon came in soon after us. On the
high ground near to Rosario is Dr, Alvear's very
fine *quinta,”’ possessing a large estate behind it.

In 1853, when I first visited Rogsario, it was
little more than a village; in 1868'it had beecome
a very large town ; and now its horders are again
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greatly enlarged, the streets being all well paved,
lighted with gas,and buildings erected, or in course
of erection, quite equal to any in Buenos Ayres.
No doubt the war in Paraguay and the large traffic
carried on from Rosario have contributed to this
prosperity, combined with the opening of the Cen-
tral Argentine Railway through to Cordova; but
thers must be an inherent yitality in the position
of the place that has led to such great and notable
progress. The streets are wider and better paved
than in Buencs Ayres, although it must be admit-
ted that the traffic over them is much less. The
drawback just now is the long prevalence of dry
weather, which makes dust in the ascendant, and
the surrounding ecountry looks brown and dried up,
the river also being lower than most people remem-
ber it. The gas works, which had partly tumbled
down when last I was here, have been resuscitated,
and are now in full swing; in fact, * go a-head”
has been the order of the day. The eivil war in
Entre Rios exercises o prejudicial effect on every-
thing just now, otherwise there would be much
more activity both here and in the upper provinees.
The weather here continues very dry and terribly
dusty, and the camp I fear will suffer much unless
rain comes soon. The river keeps falling, which
must render navigation difficult, and the islands
in front of Rosario look very brown and bare of
vegotation, This place now swarms with English-
men, & large number of whom are connected with
the Henly colony.
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ROSARIO TO CORDOVA.

Cordova, September 28th.—Arrived here last
night, and drove to the Hotel de la Paz. A peep
outside this morning was enough to satisfy me
that T was in the centre of South America. The
pumber and antiquity of the churches, convents,
and other religious establishments, the unpaved,
sandy streets, the type and costume of the people,
with a large mixture of Indians and Gauchos, all
marked the difference which a few hundred miles
from the ses coast makes; at the same time the
gound of the railway whistle is heard here at last,
together with the presence of the telegraph wire;
and close to the hotel is a tramway laid, I fancy
in the direction of the railway station, but which
I have yet to explore. Unfortunstely the long
continnance of dry weather converts the sand into
fine dust, and makes locomotion rather disagree-

able, aud it is a hot sultry day; otherwise I believe
the atmosphere is generally pure and healthy. The
silonce that reigns, as contrasted with the noise
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and bustle over the paved streets of Buenos Ayres
and Rosario, presents a remarkable contrast, and
it is & vest to the nervous system.

We started from Rosario at six a.m., having the
advantage of being accompanied by Mr. Cooper,
the railway manager, and his family; a bitterly
cold ‘morning. There was only one passenger
cdrringe, with some twelve or fifteen covered
waggons and trucks conveying merchandize, &s
there is not yet sufficient inducement to 1un
passenger trains only; but no doubt this will
eome, and & jowrney of 250 miles, that now
occupies some fifteen hours, will be done in little
more than half that time. To the right of the
line, n short distance out of Rosario, Captain
Thompson (who is established in business there,
and acts as Vice-Consul during the shsence of
Mr. Hutchinson) has built himself a very pretty
oottage, looking over and down the river, and
numerous other buildings have been erected near
to ‘the station gince my last visit. At Roldan
station we had some detention, to discharge cargo,
amongst which was a pipe of wine, requiring rather
delicate handling. Soon after, we passed the new
colony of Bemnstadt, belonging to the railway,
where some hundreds of Bwiss emigrants are now
established. The colony covers a considerable
gpace of ground, laid out in squares, after the
custom of the country; the clergyman’s residence
is conspicuous amongst the numerous buildings
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already erected, and a good deal of work is going
on—snch ns making ditches and fences to keep off
the cattle, plonghing, planting trees, de.; bub it
will take some time before there is any great show
for the monsy expended. Flags were flying from
geveral houses about the head-quarters of the
colony, which altogether wore a cheerful aspect,
and I believe it is progressing most favourdbly.
The quality of the land is evidently such ns will
reward the labour of the husbandman. After
passing the colony we launched into the open
camp, or sea of land, as it is very sppropriately
called, the usual mumber of catile, horses, amd
gheep roaming over the immense space; but I
noticed a diminution in the mumber of flocks of
gheep, for the simple remson they will not pay.
At Carcaranal station a new building is in course
of ersction, and several new estancias are to be
seen along the lines. Approaching the station of
Cansda de Gomez the excellent model farm of
Mr. Krell is seen, with its numerous buildings,
ani abutting on the road is a crop of wheat well
up and very forward for the season. We here left
Mr. Wheelwright’s housekeeper, with two of the
maid servants, coming to spend a few days ab
Mr. Krall's farm; and much they appeared to enjoy
the prospect of their out. The station of Canada
de Gomesz is unaltered: but the stationmaster, who
had been long here, and was building a good-sized
house to serve for an hotel, died only a few days




106 DRAZIL AND THE RIVER TLATE.

back, leaving & wife and family, who, I believe,
will remain on the spot. He was an old sea cap-
tain, and is very much regretted. The brealkfast of
roast partridges, which I had looked forward to
with so muech infersst, was missing, the reason
alleged being that it was not the season for them;
go we had to be content with some good coffee,
home-made bread, and very good cheese made in
the country. Tortuges station is still a very
miserable one. Afterwards comes the dreary dis-
tance to Leones station, between which we saw
gome ostriches, and in many places the camp grass
wis on fire—an operation which the dry weather
facilitates, new grass afterwards springing up of &
better quality. At Frayle Muerto (now calletl Bell-
ville, and a large, complete station) we stopped
to partake of a very satisfactory travelling dinner,
and learnt by telegram the war news, snnouneing
a continued defeat of the French, the surrender of
MeMahon with 120,000 men—that Napoleon was
a prisoner, Bazaine routed, several French generals
killed, and Paris invested by the Prussians. It
appears scarcely credible, such a succession of
disasters never having befallen any great nation in
modern times. Bpeaking of telegrams, the com-
pany have now got the wires throngh to Cordova,
the National Government are about to put up their
own, and the Transandine Company are progressing
with their wires scross the Andes to Chili; so the
link between the Atlantic and Pacific will soon be




ROSARIO TO CORDOVA. 107

complete, After Bellville we came to Ballesteros,
where a new station i8 also being built, and arrved
at the now extenzive station of Ville Maria, to
which place only the ling was opened when I was
last here, and them called Villa Meuvs, where 1
spent & very pleasant day, visiting the farm of
Yucat, described in my book. This has become a
place of very considerable traffic,—indeed grown
into & small town, abont which nnmbers of bullock
carts are collected to eonvey merchandize to the
Ilﬂjﬂi]tii]g r.iintrir;ta, after br[j]giug in their prﬂd'ﬂce.
A large mumber of people were collected on the
platform, and the train stopped some time. Leaving
Villa. Maria, the line traverses an extensive forest,
after which thers is a dead level plain, like a
chess-board, to Chanares station, so called from
the kind of trees growing near. DBetween this
and Laguna Grande it became dark, so I Ieave &
desoription of this portion of the line tor my down
trip. At the Rio Segundo station, where there is
an iron bridge upwards of 1,200 feet in length, we
were detained some time, but finally reached
Cordove station soon after nine pom., whers we
found plenty of carringes in attendance, with the
usual bustle of o terminal station.




THE CITY OF CORDOVA.

A day's ramble over Cordova does not impress one
favonrably. There is much of the antigne, with fow
modern innovations at present; and the churches
one has heard so much of are clumsy masses of
architecture, mostly in an unfinished state. As
to the eierras, or mountaing, they were not visible
to-day for the dust, and it requires an elevated
position to see them to any advantage. The shops
arg poor, and the merchandize in them, so far
ns one could judge, is wery old-fashioned. Some
good two-storied houses have been lately erected,
amongst which figures conspicuously that of the
Argentine Bank and the Hotel de la Paz. There
is a tolerably large square, which seems to be in
course of renovation; and the famed Alameds,
or public walk is pretty, with its water and willow
trees. The middle of the day was hot and sultry,
followed by a thunder storm and a few drops of
rain—the latter being sadly wanted to impart
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freshness to vegetation. The preparations for
the E-k.}.lih-itiﬂ'll, about which there lhias been so-much
disappointment, are progressing ; but I shall judge
better on going over them and the grounds to-
morrow. It is elose to the Alameda, and if the
intention is properly carried out it ouwght to be
of much benefit to the old city by an infusion
of new ideas, as well as bringing people from dis-
tant provinces to meet together, compare mnotes,
and exhibit their different productions. I hear
the serenos (watchmen) calling out the hour
(10" o’clock), reminding one so much of the old
“Charlie'" nuisance, being also as useless probably
as those worthies were in the early part of tha
present cenfury. In other respects '‘a solamn
silence reigns.”

October Ist.—We had an expedition yesterday,
accompanied by some friends in a earriage and on
horseback, to wvisit an estancin some fen miles
distant, at the foot of the Cordova range of hills,
called the Seldan, belonging to Sefior Don Martin
Allendi. The first thing on leaving the ciby is to
cross the River Primero, now very low, buf af
times it must be diffienlt to ford. The botfom
of the river is strewed with loosa stones, ns well as
for some distanee on the other side of the Barranca,
after mounting which we come upon the open
camp, where only a few stunted trees were to be
geen, with some fow ranchos, or cottages, scatterad
at intervals, very like gipsy encampments. The
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road, which is good enough for equestrians, is
rather trying to carringe springs, and the team or
horses required no small amonnt of ‘skill on the
part of the driver to keep the wehicle out of
mischief. “'We rather skirted the sierra to the right,
an honr and a-half's drive bringing us within sight
of a large, low, white building, prettily situated,
which proved to be our destination. Our +visit
was quite unexpected, but we were very cordially
received, shown over the estanein, and soon satb
down to & good and ample brenkfast, for we had
started early to avoid the heat of the sun. The
houss is built on a slight eminence, close to the
stream which winds round it, and on the left bank
is n splendid walnut tree, not vet fully in leaf,
affording an agreeable shade. After irrigating the
lands near, the stream falls into a deep gorge
amongst rocks, forming a casoade, which in the
wet season swells into s torrent, and joins the
River Primero on its way to Cordova. From the
front of the homse iz & fine view of the =ierrs,
stretching away north and south, respecting the
metallie formation and auriferous nature of which
I shall have more fo say. After spending some
hours rambling abont and enjoying ourselves in
réal pic-nic fashion, we retnmed to Cordova, of
whose numerous old churches we had a fine view,
and n splendid sonzet behind the mountains.
Cordova, 2nd October.—Reverting to my trip
to Boldan Estancia, I omitted to notice the crops

BRAZIL ANIv THE BIVER FLATE.
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in the gromnd, which looked very strong and
healthy, and ' they also grow very good tobacco.
Indeed, there is hardly any agrienltural produce,
either Enropean or tropical, that eannot ba Erown
here with n little care and attention, It is omly
a short time since this estancin has been in pos-
seasion of its pregent owners, who have done &
great deal in the way of fencing and enclosing
the land, and certainly they have great pivantages
in the way of irrigation ; but the defect yon gene-
rally meet with in this country is the want of
practical farm Isbourers, the natives being o
and bred to pastoral pursuits or to live on horse-
back. On the way to and from the Soldan we
met many bullock carts, as well as troops of horses
conveying produce to the city, or merchandize up
the country. The railway has not been open long
enongh to test the amount of traffic likely to find
its way to it, but thers can be no doubt thaob
it will increase and multiply as. railway facility
becomes better known and appreciated at a dis-
tance. Already it is making a quiet revolution
against which ignorance and superstition must
vanish. No city in the world has been more under
the influence of the latter feeling than Cordova,
having been almost excladed from what was
passing in the outer world; but this enemy to
progress 18- about to give way before the cnward
march of the iron road. It is a pretty sight to
look at Ceordova from the high tower of the Hotel
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de la Paz, surrounded by an amphitheatrs of hills
with a back view of the mountains, The Jesuit
founders of this city were excellent judges in the
way of selecting a locale, nor was it possible to
make a better choice of site. Thers is wood, watar,
marble, and every requisite for founding a city
and affording it the means of subsistence; a fine
climate, with a pure temperature, although hot
at certain seasons of the year. Now the great
want is rain, which provails from this fo Buenos
Ayres. There are twelve churches in the city
with the cathedral, which is an immense pile,
gome with monasteries and nunneries attached,
possessing hounsehold property and large tracts of
land ; but the tide of progress is sweeping onward,
and will soon overtake this former stronghold of
priestly sway. Heligions ceremonies are, mean-
whila closely observed, constant services going
on, with ringing of bells; and yesterday there was
a procession through the streets of one of the
images, attended by the troops; in fact, the chief
busingss of the place seems to be carried on in
the churches; but, as I before observed, the railway
whistle is now heard through the city, and the
glectric wire has reached it. Its future lies in
these two modern pioneers and the influx of foreign
Inbour.

Speaking of the railway réeminds me fo record
my vigit to the station, which for the present
consists of a wooden shed about 200 feet long, the
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north end being nsed for a booking and telegraph
office, the remainder for merchandize. The ground
on which it stands iz a raised bed of sand seversl
feet high, forming (with additional space, also to
be covered) the site of the permanent stetion,
which will be on a seals commensurate with its
importance. At present all is baro and awlward,
simply a temporary makeshift, like what existed b
Rosario when I was there in 1868, The position
of tha station is convenient, having the river on
ong side and the city close to on the other. The
line takes o gharp curve o fow hundred yards after
leaving the station, crosses & gap by an iron bridge,
and then goes through a deep cutting, with n rise
of 1 in 50 until it reaches the top of the barranca
or bank, and has a straight course to the Rio
Segundo, ahout twenty miles distant. The site of
the station appears to me admirably chogen; but,
owing to land difficnlties, it cannot be carried on
quite far enough. Railways in this part of South
Ameriea are & novelty, nor do people readily park
with their land to assist their movements, however
valimble its proximity is to them hereafter—hke
many other Bhylacks at home, they want their
pound of flesh, Traffic has been slack since the
opening of the line, owing to various canses,
amongst which may be noticed the civil war in
Entre Rios, and the great hutchery now going on
in Kurope between civilized nations, which pro-
duces its effect even in these remote regions,

1
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paralysing business transactions. There can, how-
ever, be no doubé as to the fubure; and ns regards
passengers, it appears to me thet it would be good
policy to run a passenger train once a day between
Rosario and Cordova at reduced rates, so as to
encourage travelling, which ot present is only
undertaken from necessity. The opening of the
Cordova Exhibition would be a good time to fry
the experiment, as it is likely to bring the line
into more general and familisr use. At present,
to travel 247 miles in fifteen hours, for £3 first-class
and 82s. second-class, appears high for the country,
although there is & deduction of 25 per cent. for
return tickets. It is just & question of policy, and
to run & passenger train through once a day may
come under this category. No doubt all these
things will be duly considered and weighed by the
directors and managers of the line, as they have
batter data to go upon than I have; only, as a
topio of cutside conversation, I think it as well to
allude to the snbject. Btarling at six a:m. and
arriving at nine p.m. involves many inconveniences
in & country like this; at the same time the railway
managers have to look st the financial part of the
case. Of comrse produce and goods constitute the
chief receipts, passenger traffic holding at present
guite & secondary position in the seals. Ancther
alternative would be to make a two-days' easy
journey of it, goods and passenger train mixzed as
at present, and building a good, roomy hotel at
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Villa Marin or Bellvilla; then Passengers could
take their time and enjoy themselves; and certainly
travelling at night on these open lines is mot
unattended with risk.

I now come to an inspection of the new exhibi-
tion ground and buildings, which are deserving of
4 special notice, not only from the public interest
attached to them, but also their intrinsic merit.
The site selected is close to the Alameds, itself
8 very picturesque spot. It was, I helieve, onoa
a gerden and orchard, having the advantage of
grown-up trees. The spase oceupied is batween
14 and 15 acres, lying close behind the high bar-
ranca (or hill) which forms the south side of the
enclosure, with a pure mountain stream running
throngh its whole extent, affording every facility
for nrrigation and any amount of water power.
At the west end thers will be & building for foreign
exhibitors ; next comes the great central hall for
native productions, about 500 feet long by T5 feek
wide, with central projections, The height is
considerable, with plenty of light and venfilation,
but very little glass, which in this country is
expensive. The roof will be of zine, and on the
whols the effect, when completed, will be wvery
protfy. As the building is entirely wood every
podsible precantion is teken to guard against fire,
by means of forcing pumps placed under the
floorings, ready at any moment to be put in

operation, besides several fire engines about the
12
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grounds. Next came the ornamental works, such
as a large gliss conservatory filled with choice
plants, a large aviary, ornamental fountaing, and
other things we are familiar with in Europe, but
never before seen in this country. There are
shady walks, grottos, bowers, and all sorts of
agreeable surprises, terminating at the extrems
and in ® rustio-built refreshment room, near to
which is & space of ground to be set apart for
dancing, an enjoyment of which all South Ameri-
cans are fond ; but T do not know what the numerous
priesthood, monks, and nuns may say to such inno-
vations. The whole south side of the enclosure
is a high, and at present, rough-looking bank that
will be laid out to suit rustic ideas; and at the
top is to be placed the observatory about to be
erected by Mr. Gould, the American astronomer,
in the service of the Argentine Government. The
people of CGordova and its visitors will be astonished
at the terrestrial paradise provided for them; and
it is to be hoped the collection of the native and
foreign productions will correspond with the efforts
made to show everything off to advantage, in which
the services of Mr. Henry Zimmerman and Mr.
Shaw are conspicuous. Mr. Shaw is the son of
the former worthy manager of the City of Dublin
Company, long since retired into private life. I
ought to allude to the beautifully green grass
plats, all sown with English seed, and kept fresh
by means of irrigation during this very long
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continuance of dry weather. Great taste has been
shown in laying outthe ornamental grounds, as well
as in the construction of the buildings attached
to them : the large one, nndertaken by o Yanlkes
contractor about 21 years of age, had everything
brought out ready-made to be put up.

October 6th, 1870.—The more one rambles oyer
this old eity the greater the surprise at the massive
nature of its buildings, partionlarly the churches,
convents, monasteries, do., some fow of which are
in ruins, others never completed ; bub those which
have been completed remain ns wonderful monu-
ments of Jesuit industry and perseverance, for
these edifices and institutions are worthy the work
of that remarkable body of men who laid the foun-
dation of civilization in South America. Where
the labour or the money came from to raise snch
huge piles may well be asked, and so many of
them within so small a space ; the buildings them-
solves being sufficient to contain even the present
populstion of Cordove, and the bells all within
sound of esch other. Where could be the require-
ments for o dozen churches in so limited a ciby ¢
The only explanation is that the people absolutely
lived in the churches, monastic buildings, or nun-
neries, and the few outsiders who earried on thea
ordinary business of life were obliged to conform
to the general rule. I paid o visit to the wniver-
gity attached to the old church of the order of
Jesus, belonging especially to the Jesuit order.
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The ontside of this building is in an unfinished
state ; but the inside consists of immense vaulted
roofs, all gilded and ornamented after the fashion
of the time, and they present quite an imposing
appearance with the highly-ornamented altar at
the extreme end, Below the ehurch is an exten-
give vault, where the remains of the brotherhood
were deposited, Outside are the Jesuit arms.
The university is & large building founded by
Dr. Don. Frai Fernando Trefoi Zambria, of the
University of San Carlos, in Cordova, in the year
1613; and his portrait is hung in the lecture room,
where also the examination of pupils takes place.
It is a very good-sized room, with every accommo-
dation, and a raised pulpit in the centre for the
president, Fhe university is nnder extensive repair,
with a new library, to which the old wolnmes are
being removed. It contains many old valuable
works, and when completed will be & credit fo the
city. We visited the different schools of instruc-
tion where the boys were at work, one of design
and painting, the professor being an old Portugnese,
who has residad here for twenty years. He is now
engaged on a large allegorical picture representing
the downfall of Lopez, the Dictator of Parsguay,
on his way to a certain unmentionsble place, the
foreground being ocoupied with numerous figures,
ghowing the trinmph of the Argentines, a locomo-
tive engine drawn up in the square fronting the
oathedral and the old Cabildo, mow used as the
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Government House. The picture is not without
merits in design and colowring, but of course seme-
what high flown in character. The busts of Greneral
Mitre and President Barmienta occupy the top of
the picture. There are departments of science,
ith numercus modern instruments, such as large
galvanic batteries, barometers, thermometers, and
instruments of various kinds. Considerable sums
of money must have been expended in this: way,
and it is very creditable to the ocity to have in-
itinted such institutions for the advancement of
the rising generation. Some very old hounses .are
being modernized, and active building operations
appear to be going on throughout the eity; but,
as a rule, there are few people who can be called
rich ns regards ready money, although they own
large tracts of unproductive land. On the other
hand, thers is n large amount of poverty and
wretchedness visible in the numerous hovels on
the Barranca which skirts the city, which is said to
contain 80,000 inhabitants, thongh I ean scarcely
+ pelieve in that number., The climate i change-
ahle, in winter severly cold and in summer very hot;
but the air is generally clear, except when clonded
with the dust of the city. The moonlight nights
just now are very beautifal and cool contrasted
with the heat of the day. The want of rain is
of course a great drawback, otherwise in this
geason of spring it would be much more agreeable.
Tt looks like a continnance of dry weather, which

1

AP e o R e '-E-




120 BRAZIL AND THE RIVER FLATE.

must be very injurions to the growing crops. To-
day the sun is scorchingly hot, but the ther-
mometer not much above 70 in the shade, which
shows the temperature must be influenced by the
cool breezes from the moeuntaine coursing over
the plains. Tt is a dry rather than a moist heat,
enusing less perspiration than in Bragil, though
I guestion if the climate is more healthy, as the
death rate of this city is very high—as much as
76 to the thousand at times; ceused, I fancy, by
the want of proper food and nourishment, as well
a8 the miserable hovels so many of the population
Live in.

Strange enongh Madameiselle Patti, the singer,
with her corps, are expected here to-might, to give
g few performances. We have followed in her
track, and have been in the same hotel ever since
our mrvival in Bragil; but we hardly expected to
have fallen in with her hers affer her having
returned from Hosario to Buenos Ayres, as it is a
long way to come back, some 500 miles, for two or
three more concerts. Perhaps she wishes to see
the far-famed city of Cordova, and I hope she will
not be disappointed ; but I understand the theatre
is o wretched little place. Quite an ovation is
preparing for her at the Hotel de la Paz, where we
are staying. The train was late this evening, but
Patti wrrived at the Hotel amidst a shower of
rockets, with a band of music accompanying her
on an omuoibus and sundry carrigges. The people
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rished into the hotel with her en masse; as they do
not stand on much ceremony here, and thers was
quite a scene of confusion; but all is now settling
down again, and the songstress will be allowed to
take a vest inm the heart of Bouth Amerion, affer
her long jouwrney. A splendid might, eocol, and
with a temperaturs strongly in contrast to the
heat of the day.

October Tth.—To-day has been a most disegree-
able one—blowing & gale—a regular pampero. The
city was enveloped in & clond of dust, at times
s0 great as to obseure the churches, which are
suoh conspicucus objects, towering far above other
buildings. The clouds gathered, and it locked
very like a thunder storm, but it passed over with-
out the much-required rain. The heat was intense,
s all doors and windows had to be closed to keep
ont the dust, which nevertheless finds its way,
and covers every article of furniture. I expect we
ghall hear of a storm st Buenos Ayres, Con-
sidering that this is a quiet-going kind of place,
the noises are remarkable during the day, and
even before daylight the church bells are always
at work, and at night the screech of the owl-like
watchman disturbs one's slumbers. Then at day-
break and sunset the drums and bugles of the
soldiers add to the chorus, together with the
crowing of innumerable cocks, so that one is
literally dinned. The garrison comprises some
300 recruits or volunteers, who are tolerably well
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drilled and exercised amid clouds of dust. Their
uniform is & dark blue, the arms and accoutrements
clean, with glittering bayonets, altogether a respect-
able turn out. I was amused on one oceasion to
see the commanding officer soated om a chair in
frent of his house, watching the marching past.
Telegraphic news arrived to-day, with the account
of France being declared a Republic, the names
of the new Government, and that Thiers was
appointed Minister to the Court of St James—
what a change in a few months! It also stated
that 800,000 men were marching to defend Paris,
but everything leads to the conviction there would
be an enrly peace.

There are two large enclosed markets, north and
south of the eity, with an extent of accommodation
much greater than is required at present, the
display of wares being very meagre, even of vege-
tables or fruit; which is the more surprising, as
every species of the latter can be growm within
easy reach of the city. The fact is, that hitherto
there has been no incentive to industry, the sleepy
gystem pervading everything and everybody. That
the people themselves are naturally industrions and
hard-working I quite believe, from the symptoms
visible, but they have never had encouragement
to exert themselves, or any stimulus to industry ;
consequently the advantages bestowed on them by
nature are not tnrmed to account. Of their honesty
and quiet disposition there can be no doubt, as
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eirangers oan travel through the country with
perfect safoty, trensure iteelf being conveyed with-
out an escort. It is true that until recently the
Indisns have been tronblesome in some districts,
but the measures of government, and above all,
an inflox of population, will scon put & stop fo
their incursions. As civilization advances, bar-
bariem must give way, and the Indians themselves
falll into its frack. The manmer in which a few

Jesuits converted and rendered them subservient
to their own purposes is a proof of what may be
done with a simple-minded pecple, dealf with in a
proper spirit.  The enormous masses of buildings
in Sonth America, such as churches, convents, and
nunneries, were chielly raised by Indisn labour,

under a species of coercion or slavery it is true,
but this hecame greatly mitigated, untl finally
entire freodom was established thronghout the old
colonies of Spain.

October 8th.—The dust storm eand grest heat
of yesterday were followed last night by rather a
heavy thunderstorm, with some min and hail,
sufficient only to lay the dust, but bringing about
a cooler state of the atmosphere, which renders
locomotion much more agreeable. Indeed, it is
o beantifully fine day. The lightning was very
vivid and the thunder occcasionally lond, but
nothing to what prevails in some parts of Bragil.
It is almost day, and the bells are going furicusly.
I believe I alluded to the tramway laid down from
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the exhibition buildings to the railway station,
which traverses the whole length of the city from
east to west, and is very substantially made. I
conclude it will bo nsed for passenger traffic during
the exhibition, as it wounld be a great convenience
in thizs way. I also notice that most of the large
warehouses for the deposit of produce and mer-
chandize have a narrow gauge tramway, with small
tracks mnning through them fo facilitate moving
goods about—a great saving in labour. We might
imitate gsome things in England to advantage.
Thera is not much outside show in the shops, but
gome of these will bear looking over. I have come
to the conclnsion that the reason one sees so fow
of the male sex issning from the churches is that
they remain at home to mind their business. They
are certainly very industrious, as whenever T pass
the tailors, shoemakers (for which latter Cordova is
famed), or other places of labour they are always
hard at work, early or late, and shopping itself
seems to be chiefly carried on in the evening.
Tha Dumerous operstions mow going on must
occupy many labourers, who are anything but
idle; indeed, I see less of this propensity here
than any place in South America I was ever in.

Tar Bmneas of Connova.—This ranga of hills,
which rises abruptly a fow miles fto the westward
of the city, extends nearly north and south for a
distance of some 300 miles, forming o picturesque
backgronnd to it. They stand ouf gquite alone,
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and distinet from any of the Andine chain, ns, after
crossing them, the level plains conbinue more or
less as before towards the provincs of SBan Juan.
That the hills abound with valuable minerals lias
long been known, but very little has been done
towards explonng them. Iron in a very pure state
has lately been found, and copper; latterly some
excitement has been caused by the discovery of
gold, & number of young adventurers having gone
to the diggings,” bot with what reselt iz mot
vet known., 1 have seen several specimens of the
gold, which leaves no doubt as to its existence;
but the guestion resolves itself into the cost of
working. The presence of valuable minerals so
near to & railway terminus is of conrse o great
encouragement, and it may probahly lead to some
mining experiments being tried on & larger scale
than heretofore. One traffic has long been in
operation connected with the Sierras—that of lime,
made from marble, of which there are extensive
hills—and it is proposed to form a small company
in order to work them to groater advantage. The
quality of the lime made from marble 18 soperior
to any other, as proved when trying to make holes
or windows in some of the old buildingsin Caordova,
which are found to be as hard as adamant.  Thers
is plenty of water power to work both these or any
other mines, and attention is naturally being turned
towards mining development in the district. Thers
are several fine estancias within and about the
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mountains, where any kind of BEuropean fruit or
vegetables can be grown, and cultivation is only
limited by the absence of consumption. With the
railway fo Cordova, and the consequent increase of
population there, the mountain districts are certain
to be largely developed and availed of for country
residences, as the situation is a very healthy one.
Already a short railway is projected, with a sani-
tarinm proposed to be established, under the
auspices of Mr. Hutchinson, British Consul at
Rogario, to whom the Government has ceded a
small portion of land, which, I believe, is to be
appropriated to this object., The few miles inter-
vening between the city of Cordova and the
meuntains renders the latter easy of access, and
a railway might be made at a very moderate cost.
After travelling the long and dreary pampas, it is a
great relief to sight the Siersas of Cordova, and a
ghort sojonrn amongst them must benefit both the
body and the mind.

Ootober BEh.—A very quiet Sunday, all shops
olosed, and no work whatever going on.  An exonr-
sion train started this moming for the Rio Segundo,
about 20 miles distant, I dare say many persons
meking & trip for the firet time. It is again hot
and sultry, likely to be followed by thunder, being
full moon to-day. Carriages arve driving abont with
parties, who seem to have the same taste in this
way a8 ab Buenos Ayres. Befors the opening of
the railway I believe thers were only two or thres
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cmriages in the place, and now there are dozens.
I went down to meet the train this evening,
expecting a friend, and was astonished to see
the number of persons there, the grester part
from ouriosity, and veey orderly. It was &
beautifal moonlight, which might induce many to
go, but it is clear the novelty has not yet worn off.
Many of us ean remember when a similar curiogity
to sea the arrival of & frain was evineed ot home.
This feeling is much preferabla tostolid indifferencs.
Both old and young thus learn to familiarize them-
galves with the wonders of the iron road, and
certainly, as the train came thundering down the
incline, with the bright lights of the locomotive, it
was # gight caloulated to impress itself on the
minds of a sensitive pecple so long excluded from
the benefitse of modern invention. As a sign of
progress I may mention that there are three daily
papers published here, the Eeo de Cordove, the El
Prograso, La Prensa, and also an evening paper
called the Ferro Carrdd, the first one well adited,
and all contpining a certain amount of useful
information. Congress has closed its lnbonrs at
Buenos Ayres, ons of its last acts being to wote
a sum of 16,000 dollars, or £3,200, towards the
expenses of the President wvisifing the exposition
here, and for which purpose & holiday of 40 days is
to be allowed him. The National Legislaturs, as
in other countries, ean be lavish enongh in some
things and parsimonious encugh in others, bub
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the sum voted appears reasonable encugh. It also
avinces the degree of interest attached to this
national fostival, for snch it may be called, as well
g an oceasion for o general gathering of the pro-
vinces to exhibit their respective prodnctions. The
more I look into the subject, the more satisfied I
am of the great benefit the Argentine Republic
will derive from if, particularly under such favonr-
able circumstences as the gronnd and the buildings
will present. I notice amongst the stores in the
ity one belonging to Temple & Co., wherem are
to be found plonghs, and other agricultural im-
plements, besides a variety of articles suited to
gountry and other puposes. The chief requirement
" is mors demand for such things, which an increased
popalation can alone bring.

Mondsy Evening.—I paid another visit to the
Exhibition ground this afternoon, which was a
goene of much sctivity and the work progressing

st. During the day some fine animals had arrived
from Bolivia, smongst them a llama, some alpacas,
several guanacos, deer, &o. Two troops of mules
had also come in with productions from the distant
provinces of Salta and Catamaeren ; 1o fact, before
the time for opening I should not be surprised
that they will have as much as they ean manage.




CORDOVA TO ROSARIO.

October 12th, 1870.—We left the quaint old city
of Cordova at 6.30 yesterday moming, after being
called an hour too soon, and having to wait at the
station thres-guarters of an hour for the real time
of starking. It was a glorious sunrise, the churches
and church stesples glittering in the light, which
also gilded the tops and sidés of the mountains.
Asvending the steep incline from the station, the
sceng behind us became very fine, of which a
traveller arriving by might is deprived; the wheala
valley of the mver Primero spread out, with the
oity in the centre. It is, in fact, a complete basin.
The cutting is long and stecp, with an incline T
think of one in fifty, but once renching the top it
iz again almost a dead level. DBefween Cordova
and Rio Primero there is a good deal of wood.
The bridge over this river is some 1,200 feet long,
and & fine piece of workmanship. The river is now
dry, but affer heavy rains becomes much swollen.
Our frain was a light one, and we had almost a
gale of wind behind us the greater part of the way,
with a glating hot'son and plenty of dust. I need

not describe the other part of the road. At Bellville
E
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Btation, which we renched about 1.30, we found
the up train amived, the two fogether creating
quite a bustle ; but this did not prevent our getting
& very good railway dinner at a moderate cost.
We reached Rosario about 9 p.m., and found a
hospitable reception at the residence of Mr. Wheel-
wright, where Mrs. Krell, his daughter, still re-
mained, previous fo joining her father and mother
at Buenos Ayres by the steamer of to-day, when
all the family embark for England. As the Fates
would have i, however, we wers disappointed, the
steamer not having yet arrived, and we fear may
not leave till to-morrow, which loses a day when
most wanted. It appears the water was too low
for her to get out of the little insignificant Tigre,
an additional argnment for the railway being ex-
tended to the Lujan, where there is plenty of water
at all times.

I availed of the opportunity early this morning
to visit the reilway station with its numerons
buildings and workshops, most of which are very
solidly built, and I think T have before mentioned
that the station is nearly three-quarters of a mile
in length, a considerable width, walled in on the
land side and the two ends, but open to the river
frontege, where there is desp water. To cover this
large area of ground is a work of fime ; but already
n great deal is done, and when finished it will be
by far the finest station in South America, as well
ag the most convenient. The carriage sheds are
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ROSARID, 151

the first entered, comprising a treble roof, whera
I counted seven large carriagos in a row, preparing
for work. They come from the United States, are
handsomely fittad up, and hold about 60 passengers
each. The company has twelve passenger carringes,
twelve locomotives, and a large amount of rolling
stock, for which it is to be hoped thers will soon
be ample use. The general passenger station and
offices will be built in front of the sheds, close to
the main entrance. On the right, nearer to the
river bank, are the temporary wooden sheds for
goods, where the covered waggons discharge and
load, connected by sidings with the main line.
On the left are the workshops for carpenters,
mechanists, engineering, repairing ; in fact, every-
thing required to keep the locomotives end rolling
stock in order. There i a steam engine, with
engine-house, on a very solid scale, and my old
friend, the brickmaking machine, occupies the
extreme end of the station, the latter doing its
work T believe in a very satisfactory manner. There
is 4 large collection of material em the ground,
such as rails, iron sleepers, timber, and coal = -
deed, all that can be required to work s first-class
railway of 247 miles long, dependent almost
enfirely on the resources within itself, I will
probably be snother yesr or two befors all iz in
perfect order, as regards station mecommodation,
and that at Cordova will be an affair of some

magnitude ; but in the meantime the traflic will
K2

e




152

keep growing, and the revenme of the company be
gradually developed. I repeat the conviction I so
often expressed, that this main tronk line going
to the heart of the Republic is calculated to yield
immense advantages to the country, and that it
will also turn out & very profitable investment to
shargholders. Difficulties naturally arise in working
ont an enterpriss of this kind, whers the Govern-
ment itself is a large shareholder, and differences
of opmion may exist as to tariff charges, but thers
is nothing to affect seriously the interests of the
railway, I must not omit to allude to the beanti-
ful garden attached to Mr. Wheelwright's house,
which produces European fruits of every kind
in perfection—apples, pears, peaches, strawberries,
grapes, and figs, of which there is now a wonderful
show. As to roses, it is impossible to describe
their gize and beauty; two or three trees, such as
are now in full bloom, would carry off the first
prizes at a London. flower show. And all this is
the work of a few years; vegetables in ahundanece.
Towards evening rather a heavy pampero came on,
preceded by clouds of dust, thunder and lightning,
and then heavy rain. "It was magnificent | —the
dark masses of clonds and dust advancing over
the plain, illuminated by constant flashes, the
rushing wind, the growling thunder, and finally
heavy rain, which lasted for an hour, when the
gtorm cleared, and the night became fine, with
innumerable stars. The rain will do good.

BHAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.




MONTE VIDEQ TO RIO DE JANEIRO.

Bunday, Ootober 16th, 1870.—We left Buenos
Ayres at b p.m. yesterday, after receiving on board
the mail and a large gquantity of specie. TFine
calm night, and anchored here at 7 oom. Ancther
Sunday's work for post office agents and writing
for the mail, which might just as well have been
closed and the bags ready to put on board this
morming, and save just 24 hours, as we rmtJ.r To=
ceed at eight o'clock to-morrow morming. It is
a sheer loss of time withont any object whatever,
a8 people know exactly when the steamer wrill
be down, and conld always be ready. Om calling
at the Comsulate I found it besieged by parties
posting letters, the Consul himself and his assis-
tants having their hands foll for the day—a great
hardship when so miserably paid, to say nothing
of violafing & national feeling against Sundsy
work, which even the natives of the country will
not do after their fashion. *Thon shalt do no
manner of work” is completely ignored in these
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countries by our post office arrangements. Procept
and example are at direct variance, and the sooner
poma independent member of the House of Com-
mons takes the matter in hand the better, sepa-
rating the post office from the consular depart-
ment and leaving the latter time to attend to
official duties. In the case of Monte Video there
are eight British postal mails to be made up during
the month, namely, the Royal Mail twice a month,
the Pacific Mail steamers four times a month, and
Lamport and Holt's line twice; all subject to
Bunday work, and the agents are miserably paid
for their tronble. On the other hand, Major
Munro, who so long filled the office of Vice-consul,
18 now made a full Consul; having, moreover, &
large portion of diplomatic work to do in the
absence of either o Resident Minister or Chargé
d’Affaires, for all which he only receives £950 a
year, a snm totally inadequate to meet the neces-
sities of such o position in one of the most expen-
sive cities of Bouth America, or probably in the
world. Major Munro is an old and faithful servant,
has a large family, and it is a disgrace to the
British Government that he should be allowed to
exist on so miserable a pittance, under existing
circumstances, in & place frequented by so large
an amount of British shipping, and where so large
an amount of British property is held, constantly
exposed to the risks of civil war and to political
coutingencies enough to weary the patience of
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any man. The Consul at Buenos Ayres receives
£1,5600, with much lighter work, there being
always n Resident Minister or Chargé d'Affaires;
but this sum is little enough for Buenos Ayres,
where the cost of living is also enormous. These
considerations appear to have little weight with
our cheeseparing Treasury ; but it is to be hoped
the force of public opinion will compel them to do
Justice to the representatives of the British nation
m such expensive and difficult countries, whara
80 large & number of our countrymen are located.
Oetober 1Tth.—Reverting. to Monte Video, if
was a lovely day with a smooth ses, and we pre-
piared to go on shore after brealdfast to attend the
Emngligh church ; but snddenly a heavy fire of mns-
ketry was heard near the cify, and knowing what
are termed the rebels—or, in other words, the
“WWhites,” who ave out of power and want to
get in—were encamped close to it, we feared
gome skirmish might be going on betweéen them
and the * Reds,” who are in possession of Monte
Video ; wa awaited further information, when wa
fonnd the firing only proceeded from a body of Bed
voluntesrs, who were being exercised. On going
on shore we found all guiet, the citizens taking
advantage of the beauty of the day to ramble
about ; the teilettes of the ladies in particular wers
gomething stunning—velyet dresses (the favourite)
in every colour, erimson, green, and blue. High
Mass at the cathedral was just over and a large
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number pouring out from it, chiefly across the
Plaza in front, where the leaves of the trees were
just out, and a handsome allegorical fountain is
nearly completed, but still boarded round. Inscrip-
tions of varions kinds commemorate the achieve-
ments of the Banda Oriental, but no black tablet
to record the endless civil strife, or the bloody
seenes with which its annals have been disgraced.
No casnal visitor seeing the cheerful aspect of
the city could possibly suppose that fighting was
copstantly poing on outside, or that the Govern-
ment de fasto had not a dollar in its coffers and
was glad to raise a small sum for pressing wants
at home at 30 per cent. interest! Yet this is
the fact, and this state of things has existed more
or less ginge the murder of General Flores, chief
of the Hed parfy, whose reign is supposed to
ba short. They have managed to enlist a con-
giderable mumber of voluntears, and it is believed
the city camnmot be taken; but guien sabe, as thay
gy in these countries, what to-morrow will bring
forth? A compromise is spoken of, but I fear it
will be a case of * Kilkenny cats;" meantime the
pountry is being devastated by the contending
parties, and commerce reduced to the narrowest
limits—a sad spectacle in one of the finest spots
of BSouth America, and which with peace and
quietness wonld be one of the most prosperous.
By rather a strange coincidence we have on board,
u8 passenger, one of the sons of the lste General
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Flores, who is mnot allowed to land at Monte
Video, nor do I know his destination. His ingrati-
tode and treachery to his father are said to hawve
contributed to the murder of the latter, and now
neither party will have anything to do with him.
Whilst at anchor yesterday several friendsZcame
off to see him, amongst them his widowsd mother
and other relatives. Several men of war ara lying
in the harbour, amongst them American, French,
Anstrian, Brazilisn, and a small English gunboat.
Coming out of the harbour this morning we passed
a fine Fremch frigate under canvas, also several
sailing ships. It is a beautifully clear day, with
rather & fresh breeze, at present right a-head,
and the atmosphere decidedly cold. Lnst night
it was n question of great coats and cloaks, and
promises to be the same to-night., We are pleased
to be on board our old friend La Plate, as com-
fortable ns ever, with the same commander and
nearly all the same officers and crew. The band
of musis and the bugleman for meals go throngh
the same routine, all which makes one feel very
much at home, It is not the season of the year
for passengers to Europe, so we are few in number,
amongst us Mr. and Mrs. Wheelwright and their
danghter Mrs. Krell. My departure from the River
ig rather hurried, having to be at Rio to complete
some important business; otherwise it is now o
fine geason for the River, but if anything rather
cold. At Rio the temperature will no doubt be
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warmer than when we left it. Just passed between
the Island of Liobos and the mainland ; several
vessels sailing np and down.

October 18th.—Came on to blow fresh last night
from the north-esst, which still continues, with
copstant rain and a npasty head-sea, rendering
everything as dreary as can well be imagined,
and & very shy muster at the breakfast table.
We passed the Agamemnon (Liverpool mail boat
of the 20th September) this morning, bound to
Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, with a few days'
later dates. We shall hear the news at Rio, about
which anxiety does not diminish, as it is feared
that complications may arise with other nations
if Prussin persists in taking advantage of her
victories to crush the life's blood out of France.

We have a young Englishman passenger on
board who has been setfled some years at Bahin
Blanca, where & colony of some 100 Englishmen
wis formed. It is inferesting to hear the graphic
aceount he gives of their first trinls and difficulties,
which were gradually overcome by patience and
perseverance, until they now find themselves in a
satisfactory position, the chief drawback being the
Indians, who make occasional inroads, carrying off
eattle and committing other depredations. There
is only a detachment of some 20 soldiers in the
little town of Bahia Blanea; but, when occasion
requires, they are joined by volunteers, and they
lately defeated o large body of Indians, recovering
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the cattle. There is & garrison of 500 men on
the frontier, and the Government has promised
to afford additional assistance so soon as the war
in Entre Rios is over, in which case the settlement
of Bahia Blanca, which now numbers about 100,
promises to become a flourishing one, as other
English settlers of a good class are going down
there. When we contrast the success of this
little colony with the failure of others in the
Argentine Republic, started under so much more
favourable circumstances, the conviction that it
is the fault of the colonists themselves is very
strong ; in fach, too many hove treated it ag o
toy or plaything instead of the serious business
of & new vocation, in which personal endurance
and hard work were the primary elements of sno-
cess ; aids foi el Dieuw t'aidera is assuredly not
the general motto of Englishmen who come to
seek their fortunes, or to make a living in these
countries.

October 20th.—Yesterday proved as disagresable
a8 before ; constant head wind and sea, with misty
weather, but to-day it has cleared off and logks
more natural. BStill our progress has been con-
siderably retarded, and we shall not get to Rio
harbour before Saturdsy evening, making five full
days—mnor could any wvessel have done it in less
without hard pushing. A strong current has
accompanied the north-east wind, and in o small
stopmer 1t would have beem a very uncomfortable
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work., River Plate traffic has gained immensely
by the large steamers going down there, as all
experience proves that this is the most unrelinble
part of the passage. I have met with worse
wenther and as bad & sea between Rio and the
Plate, on the average, as I ever did crossing the
much dreaded Bay of Biscay. Even after the
wind has gone down there is a heavy head sea,
which retarded our progress coming down in the
Ouneida ; the wind was just as bad the other way,
B.W., desd in our teeth.

Rio de Janeiro, Sunday, October 28.—As usual,
nothing but Sunday work, the English community
engaged in preparing papers for the Lia Plata, which
leaves to-morrow morning, the 24th. We got into
the bay early yesterday morning, snd found nothing
particularly new on shore—all going on guietly—
although the new ministry is not expected to be
very long in office; a kind of intermedinte ome,
to. announce certein measures with reforence to
the great question of slavery, and then to be fol-
lowed by a stronger body to carry them into offect
next session. The Cordillera is in with later
advices from Europe; but the interest in events
there is evidently diminishing, as most people
consider the cause of France utterly lost, and
that she will now dwindle down to a second or
aeven & third class power, whether for the foture
peace and advancement of the world remains to
be seen.




VISIT TO THE EMPEROR'S PALACE
BANTA CRUZ.

OF

I had often heard of this Imperial domain as
a place well worth seeing, and Viscount de Bar-
bacena having kindly offered to accompany me
there, we left on Thursday afternoon, 27th Ooto-
ber, at 4.80, by reil for Sappebemba, in order to
avolud having to get up in the middle of the night,
as the train leaves at 4.830 a.m. The weather had
been wet and looked wery doubtful, but we deter-
mined to risk it. At Sappabemba Station 1s the
gugar estate of Baron de Mauns. Here we got
into a diligence, which landed us at a small
village called Campo Grande (large plain), = dis-
tance of four miles from the station. There is
rather o tumble-down barcacks hers, and closa to
g little Bhoeburyness for trying heavy guns. We
got tolerable quarters at a small one-storied * Casa
de Pasto,” with & picturesque little church in fronf,
and after some supper took possession of o room
with two sofa beds and slept soundly until day-
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light, when thes noise of thoss well-known eountry
waggon wheels, drawn by oxen, awoke us. If
was go cold and damp when we arrived, we wore
glad to sit in our cloaks; but we found the tem-
perature warmer in the morning, althoogh the
hills in front were loaded with moisture. Ouor
host provided us with a reslly good hrealfast (af
which a little pig intruded itself Irish fashion),
after which we started in a light eamriage with
four mules over a tolerably good wide road, bub
very sandy and heavy after the rain. The road
winds amongst mountain seenery, and occasionally
a large fazenda (or estate) appemrs in view—ralics
of old times, when a plentiful supply of slaves
enabled the owners to cultivate large tracts of
land; but the glory of most of these places has
departed. At Sen Antonio, where a large church
gtands on an eminence near to the road, we
changed mules, and again dashed along at & good
pece until we reached the entrance gate of the
palace after about two and a half hours' good
driving. During the reign of Don Juan VI., when
the royal family flad from Portugal, Santa Crus
was his favourite residence, the roads in those
days presenting generally a scene of considerabla
bustle and excitement, having also large league
stones placed instead of mile stones, and which
gtill exist to mark the distance. There are eleveh
of them between Rio and Santa Crus, equal fo
about 44 English miles. Now the route 1s very
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little travelled over, the palace never having been
patronized by the present Emperor, whose only
son had died here. Entering the palace gate
there is a wide avenue of some length, over undu-
lating ground, which terminates in front of the
palace, forming a large open square, haying rows
of cottages ranged at the sides, with the palace
forming the background—conspicuous from fwo
belfrys or towers which belonged to the old Jesuits,
who were driven out of Braszil by the Marquis de
Pombal. The church is the centre of the palace,
and remains intact a8 & private chapel, being built
in 80 a8 to form a square mass. The position is
very fine, on an eminence swrounded on threa
sides by beautiful green meadows, which appear
to terminate at the foot of the mountsin; the
other, or front view, being undulating ground
backed by other mountains. The full effect of
the ecenery comes suddenly npon you on reaching
the palace, and it fully justifies the selection and
taste of the Jesnit fathers who understood so wall
the advantages of locality. They not only built
their church and settlement for their peopls, but
drained and brought under cultivation four squurs
lengues of land—unequalled in Brazil for fertility
if it were made & proper use of. The palace has
no external pretensions, but containg a large
amount of accommodation, with soma spacious
rooms, the whole in simple, good taste; the few
rooms still farnished showing what has been the
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general character of the interior of the building.
The basement floor is entirely devoted to house-
hold or other purposes, the upper range forming
a complete snite, with the chapel in the cemtre.
We were shown over it by the keeper, a Portu-
guese, who has occupied his post neartly half a
century, and the cleanliness and good order of
the rooms certainly do him credit. Like all such
important personages, he dilated withont inter-
mission on the grand doings of the old Court
during his residence here, its glory having now
departed. Alluding again to the view—nothing
ocan be finer than that from the palace win-
dows, commanding an extensive prospect over
vast meadows terminated by mountains, with
gvery: variety of scenery. In the distance can
be seen the village of Itagoahy, and a peep at
the ocean to the left, The estate belongs to the
Emperor, being held in fee simple by the royal
family, to whom it is, however, quite unproductive.
Formerly it possessed upwards of 2,000 slaves, but
many have been liberated. The females have a
peculiar custom of covering the head with a
piece of black cloth, which all ages wear, together
with a red petticoat, giving them much the appear-
ance of gipsies, whom they resemble also in other
respects. The superintendent of the estate, Senhor
Saldanha de Gama, was absent shooting when we
arrived, but we were immediately accommodated
with & room on the basement floor of the palace;
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and,; on ‘his return home in the afterncon, we dined
and spent a very pleasant evening with himself
and famaly.

The Jesuit fathers apprecisted the advantages
of early rising, if we may judge from an insignia
at the top of the chapel—a cock; and certainly
it is an agreeable sensation to rise with the sun
in such « climate, to enjoy the cool refreshing
breeze, particularly in such & situation as Santa
Cruz. The bell rang at daylight; and about six
o'clock the slaves began to muster in front of the
s Armazen” or depdt, whence the rakions are dis-
tributed to men, women, and children. After wait-
ing some time the snperintendent came round and
the distribution commenced, lasting upwards of
an honr when we visited the depdt; there are
hospitals and other offices connected with the
eatablishment, all of which are in first-rate order;
but the hospital is on & large seale for so healthy a
place, and it contained very few patients. Thera
is a manufacture of red earthenware on the estate,
a large collection being ready for sale, consisting
chiefly of various shaped vessels to hold water,
all of o porons material. This appeared to be
the only industry carried on. The inspection over,
we breakfasted with Senhor Saldanha and his
family, and at 10 a.m. we started in a light car-
riage drawn by two mules (one an outrider) for
the village of Itagoahy, distant about eight miles,

the road being a raised ¢auseway with a deep ditch
L
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on each side, running straight throngh the meadow
land of the estate, crossing several modern bridges
over the rivers which intersect the property. Cattle
and horses were grazing on very fine, well-drained
pastures, capable of containing large quantities, but
at present only about 4,500 head wers there. The
Jesnits are said to have had some 13,000 head of
cattle here. Leaving the Banta Cruz estate we
came upon & long sfrip of deep sand, which ex-
tends to the sen, fillad with shells, and leaving
an impression that the sea once covered this im-
mense track of reclaimed meadow land. The
jungle became thick, and continued until we
reached the village of Ttagoahy, where we called
at the house of a Bragilian, who formerly carried
on & large business in forwarding coffee by sea to
Rio, but since the railway was opened this trade
hag left the place. I was surprised to find such
an excellent house, furnished in such good style and
taste, in this remote spot. It belongs to Senhor
Manoel José Cardoza, with whom we promised to
dine on Sunday on our way back from Mr. Coates,
which is about six miles distant from the village
and the limit of our present excursion. We started
in the carriage through a very rongh road, but
were obliged fo leave it half way and mount on
horseback, as it was impossible to proceed in safety
over the delapidated wooden bridges, the whols
district being intersected with water and running
streams. We soon reached the hospitable cottage
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of Mr. Coates, situated on the margin of a little
inlat from the ses, in the midst of protty scenery ;
and here T will pause to revert to the estate of
Santa. Crnz.

As T have before ohserved, there is probebly not
o finer spot in all Brazil for & model farm than
Banta Crnz. It is ot present not only quite un-
productive, but rather a drain on the private purse
of the Hmperor. It hes been suggested to maoke
a railway from the Bappabembs station, which
could he done at a modernte expense, have the
supply of cattle for Rio de Janeiro grazed here,
and the abatoir removed from Han Chrstovao—
where it 18 an utter abomination—to Santa Cros ;
the supply of meat for the city conld them be
taken down and easily distributed. No doubf the
estate is capable of doing all this and much more
in the way of agricultural production; but it re-
quires to be deslt with on an entirely new principle,
and the slaves to be replaced by fren labour of
gome kind, Leoking to the early prospect of eman-
cipation, some such scheme may possibly be carried
out, and the estate be remdered subserviemt to the
great object of supplying the eapital with fresh
meaf, as also seffing an example for practical
farming. At present neither cereals nor vegetables
are grown even for looal purposes, which is most
extraordinary. Pity the taste of the Emperor
does not run in the direction of agriculture, so

much wanted in the country.
L2
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Baturday 20th.—Curions enough, the origin of
Mr. Contes’ residence here was o small galt work,
established hers nearly half-a-century back with
one good-sized pan, brought out from England,
enclosed in a solid building. Rock salt was sent
ouf from England, melted down, and then boiled
a8 in Cheshire. TLater on the import of salt into
Rio from Eunrope reduced the price, so as to render
this little manufactory unprofitable ; and, more-
over, the people actually gave n preference to the
dirty composition made from salt water. The salt
pan exists still, of course totally useless. Mr.
Coates established a sugar mill close to it, which
ha now works, He has got a corrugated iron-
roofed house, and has drained and improved the
land near to him, where he grows sugar-cane,
rice, &o. When I state that Mr. Coates is in
his 01st year, with the enjoyment of all his
faculties and personal setivity; that he goes to
the city omee & month, and has lived in the country
upwards of half-a-cemtury, it is & strong proof of
its sulubrity. To-day we tock & ride to a sogar
estate of Baron Mana, a few miles distant, which
I believe has not been wery snccessful. The great
drawback of the distriet, like many others, is
superabundant vegetation and want of drainage ;
but I believe there is good land when cleared,
with every facility for drainage to the sea, which
encireles it. Towards evening came on a heavy
storm of wind, rain, and lightning, which does
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not bode well for our return journey, as the road
becomes flonded after heavy rain.

We left Mr. Coates after breakfast this morning
on horseback, to join the cerriage waiting for us
between this and Itagoshy, where we stayed to
fulfil gur dinner emgagement. We looked over a
vary solid strocture built hers nearly a century
back by a sovereign of Portugal, as a kind of
model sugar manufactory, but which has not been
used for the last thirty years, the improvements in
making sugar since that time having quite super-
seded the model. Btill it is a curiosity, and shows
how desirous the mother country was to instruet
her colonists in sugar-making. Guoing up to the
church, which is on a considerable elevation, and
commands & fine view of Santa Cruz, with the
gurrounding  mountains, as well as of the sea,
vigible from the tower of the church, there is
& pretty cemetery adjoining the: church, with
gome monuments of a superior class, evidently
by European sculptors. The church ‘itself is sim-
ply adored, but beautifully clean; and the whole
indicates s presiding genius, capable of apprecia-
ting the * mighty dead.” The cultivated land
around and good houses indicate what has been
the former condition of this village, now more
or less abandoned, until its fortunes are revived
by direet railwsy communication, which cannot ba
long dﬂlﬂ-}'ﬂil.

We returned here last night, being delayed
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by missing a train at Sappabemba. The Douro
is in this morning, and some further comments
on my late visit to Banta Cros and neighbourhood
must be left over for the next opportunity.

If the Bishop of London and Her Majesty's
Postmaster-General counld have besm presont ab
the British Consulate last night (Sunday), they
would have been greatly edified, the first at the
desecration of the Sabbath by a branch of the
Wational Post Office, and the Postmaster-General
at the amount of labour rendered by the officinls.
What are called British Post Offices in Brazil and
the River Plate are really appendages of the Con-
gulates, carried on in the same buildings. I
described the scene at Monte Video the previous
Bunday. Last night, up to 8 p.m., was the latest
to receive letters here for England, the box being
olosed (in technical langnage) at 6 p.m. for letters
to Portmgal and other parts of the Continent.
During the whole of Bunday letters keep pouring
in, and, to relieve the pressure for prepaid letters,
on office has been opened on the opposite side of
the street to the Consulate., After 6§ pom. thers
is & late fee of 800 reis (about Td.) for Continental
letters, and after 8 p.m. the same for English
letters, the office remaining open the whole of
Sunday night to receive letters under the late fee
until the bags are finally dizpatched at 7 a.m. on
Monday morning. We must bear in mind that
these late fees are not for account of the officials
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hera, who undergo the toil of collecting them, but
go to predit of the Postmaster-General; and T
believe I am correct in saying that this kind of
Bunday oooupation ocours abount 80 times during
the year. As a matter of conrse the foreign
community, probably with few exceptions, are
engaged in writing their letters on the Sunday,
80 that a wholesale system of Sunday ocenpation
becomes imperative. As I have before pointed ouf,
the originator of this Bunday traffic is the Post-
master-General, who allows or rather requires the
branches out here to be opened cm Bunday, and
what is more, does not provide his agents with
stamps for late fees, but actually compels the
officials to receive monsy and keep the offica open
all night, as the steamers generally leave for
Europe early in the morning. The Postmaster-
General has only to give orders that those branch
offices shall not be opened at all on Sunday, and
things would socon regulate themselves, without
any inconvenience to the commercial body; but the
present system is a standing disgrace to a christian
country like England. It is to be hopad that some
member of the House of Commons will bring this
subject before the House, and that before long the
nuisance of having British Post Offices in foreign
countries will be got rid of by postal conventions.®
Some inconvenience’ might arise at first, but this

RIQ DE JANEIRD.

# A Posrn] Comvestion has mince bess enfesoed Ento both with Hmzil snd
the River Ploe, which doe nway will the Gomsalr et (o,
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would soon be remedied, and the mercantile com-
munity would look after their own interests as to
the prompt delivery of their letters. There would
be no divided responsibility, and I believe both the
Brazilian and Argentine Governments are preparad
to give increased facilities, and promote increased
efficiency in this department of their service. At
all events it is time to do sway with such ex-
crescences to the Consular service and making a
profit out of Sunday fraffic. The increase of
labiour entailed on the Rio, Monte Video, and
Buenos Ayres branch Post Offices by the new
contract mails is something formidable, no less
than sixteen steamers with them to and fro during
the month in Rio.

I went to see the La Plata off this morning,
when there was quite n gathering of official people
to take leave of some deputies going to the North-
ern Provinces, amongst them His Excellenecy
Henhor Diogo Velho, Iate MMinister of Agriculture,
appointed President of Pernambuco, and Senator
Zncharids, formerly head of the Liberal Govern-
ment. The departure of the Hoyal Mail steamer
is always an event hére; but on this oceasion there
were fow passengers, owing to her arriving home
go late in the senson. The Valdivia, which arrived
yesterday, brought nothing important as regards
the progress of the war.

We have the luck of falling in with professional
people. Signor and Bignora Gase are staying ab
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the Estrangeiros. She is the Prima Donna who
has been singing at Buenos Ayres, and came here
with an efficient company to perform n series of
Mayerbeer's operas, amongst them the celebrated
Africaine, which has peculiar charms for this place,
founded as the opera is on the discovery of Indis
by the great Vaseo de Gama. There has been no
regular operatic company here for the last four
years, 8o that the opportunity is eagerly availed of
by the music-loving people of Ttio; and from the
critiques of the press the performances’ are very
creditable to the artistes engaged in them.

At last, I rejoice to'say, the heavens are opened
and the long wanted rain has come down on the
thiraty earth, the sun having been georchingly hot
for some days. It has been & regular outpour-
ing, the mountaing and most surrounding ohjucts
ghrouded in mist, and the population of Rio will
now have an sbundant supply of water—an invaln-
able blesging in this conntry, which has suffered
the last few years from drought. TUnder ordinary
cireumstances the sonthern provinces have been
free from the scourge which at times afflicts the
northern ones, and as a role mountainous districts
do not suffer from want of rain; but the seasons
both in Brazil and the River Plate have latterly
falt the extremes of heat and cold, more resembling
the United Btates in this respect.

November 5th, 1870.—The arrivals of steamers
north and south this week have exceeded all pro-
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cedent—as many as two or three a day—and they
now form a large portion of the trade of the port.
I allude to European steamers, nearly all of which
now go on to the River Plate end return here, the
Paaifie ine having two & month both ways. The
Cordillers came in to her day, the 8rd instant,
bringing, besides a large number of cabin passen-
gers, between 500 and 600 Basques and Spaniards
for the River Plate, embarked at a port in the
Bay of Biscay. The French mail steamer Amazon
came up from the River Plate to-day, and sails
to-morrow for Bordesux with & lot of Fremch
volunteers on board returning to France to assist
in fighting their country’s battles if an opportunity
is afforded them ; but the general impression here
is that pence will be made on some terms, and the
world be spared further details of slanghter, of
which most people are becoming sick. The volun-
teers alluded to are dressed in & singular costume
—blue tunics with coloured scarves and ornamental
caps, well drilled, and & very fine set of young
fellows. If, eonfrary to expectation, their spirit
animates the French nation, Prussia may yet
regret not having made peace when she had the
oppertunity. - As the French line has been lnrgely
subsidized by the Government, and this iz now
out off, it is supposed it will be stopped, thus
affording an opportunity for the BSouthampton
Royal Mail Company to establish a fortnightly
line, if they are defermined to compete for the
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traffic and have ships to do so. The Liverpool
line continues its steady traffic, and the Falmouth
line has been reorganized under & new ownership.
One of their first vessels, the Bonita, commanded
by Captain Peters, formerly of the City of Rio
de Janeiro, having arrived here last week and
proceeded to the River Plate,

November 6th, 1870.—The French Meil steamer
Amazone sailed from here to-dey for Bordeaux
with & large number of passengers on board,
amongst whom were Mr. Blow (American Minister)
and family, on a visit to Enrope before returning
to the United Btates. He appears to be highly
esteemed, both in diplomatic and loeal circles,
which is more than can be seid of all forsign
representatives here, some of whom spend their
time in abusing the country and everything be-
longing to it.

The excellency and superior management of the
tramways here over all others T have seen, and the
contragt they present to the scramble at Buenos
Ayres, is too striking not to be noficed; at the
game time allowance must be made for the diffe-
rence in locality, Rio also being far a-head of
Buenos Ayres in municipal government. The
gonthern line to Bota Fogo is now being extended
to the Botanical Gardens, a distance of about
three miles, which will be an enormous adventage
both to the locality and to the population of the
gity, who can thus extend their peregrinations
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most beneficially. The Rio de Janeiro Street
Railway Company, which occupies the northern
district, are also extending their lines farther to
the suburbs, including the Rio Comprids, & very
favourite and salubrious spot for private residences;
in fuot, the only limits of tramways will soon be
the foot of the mountains, every other available
gpace of level ground being intersected by rails;
and what is equally marvellous is that the number
of carringes and vehicles of all deseriptions appears
to increase and multiply, as if the taste for lpeo-
motion kept pace with facilities afforded for it.
All this is a healthy sign, proving that the
people are determined to move about instead
of shutting themselves up as formerly, just as
the citizens of old London used to do. As a
matter of course new houses are built, and the
borders of the eity become enlarged, the latter
in tima merging slmost exclusively into & place of
business; and for this grest internal improvement
the Brazilians are indebted to a few enterprising
gentlemen. I may mention that the rails of the
tramways are kept comstantly clear of stones or
sand by means of small rushes, and that they
are watered in dosty weather, and greased ocea-
sionally in order to avoid rust or friction; so there is
posifively littla sound from the passing of carriages
beyond the tinkling of bells attached to the harness
of the mules. The only inconvenience felt 18 in
the carriages being occasionally over-crowded.
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November 9th.—We have had iwo or three days
of calm since the departure of the French mail.
The Poitou arrived from Marseilles with 450 emi-
granta for the River Plate, to which there is a
continual stream of this class of people; and sooner
or later it must exercise a political influence in the
Republic—whether for good or for evil it is diffienlb
to say; at all events it is not that kind of emigra-
tion they profess to be most desirous to have, and
which it is their own fault if they do not get. A
correspondent of the Diario do Commercio: b
Buenos Ayres alludes to this' subject, and suggests
that the Government should institute o propaganda
in order to indace the Anglo-Saxeon race to migrate
to the shores of the La Plata, thereby evincing
hig ignorance of existing arrangemonts in Hurope
for this object; but so long as tho Government
decline to give * assisted passages' they may as
well preach to the winds.

Han Panlo, 16th November—I left Rio for this
place on the 11th instant, on board my old con-
veyance the Santa Maria steamer, in company with
some friends who were going info the interior of
the province. There was not much wind, but a
very nasty rolling sea, which caused thé Santa
Maria to dance about much more than was agree-
able to weak stomachs, and there was conseguently
a very shy muster at dinner. The night was fine,
with & moon, and ingide the island of San Be-
bastian, where we landed some passengers, we had
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smooth water. Early in the moming the light-
house was in sight, with a beaotiful view of the
Berra, fopped with clonds, the bright sunshine
gilding everything far and mear. We anchored
close to the landing-stage, having all the incon-
venience of small boats, with shosls of niggers
imporfuning to carry luggage, which is s great
nuisance. There is deep water alongside the wharf,
to which the steamer afterwards hauls, but it suits
the purposs of their beat agents to canse money to
be spent in the place. There i & project on foot
for enclosing the whole water frontage of Bantos,
providing wharves and warehouses, which must be
a vast improvement. Cas and weter is also to be
supplied to the town at an early date, so the people
of Bantos will soon emerge from their still rather
dreary position in spite of its growing commercial
importance. After a decent breakfast at a not very
cleanly-looking hotel, we drove to the railway
gtation, and started at 11 a.m. for another visit to
the great works of the San Paulo Railway, already
fully described in my last book. Axrived at the foot
of the Berra, where a station heuse has been bmilt,
a few of us mounted on the brake, enjoying the
glorious scenery as we passed successively the fonr
lifts to the summit, where the frain was soon
formed, and we proceeded on to San Paulo at o
rapid rate, arriving there at 2.15, or at the rate of
about thirty miles an hour. The line was in
thorongh good working order, very smooth, and
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much less motion than the average of railways,
It was pleasant to revisit the old city and to be
greeted by many friends and soquaintances for-
merly made here; nor did the glissades of death,"
a8 Captain Burton describes the lifts up the meoun-
tain, impress us with a sense of danger, everything
16 80 cerefully and systematically worked. I was
présent at a recent meeting of the civil engineers
in Great George Stroet, when a valuable PLApEr WaS
read from Mr. Fox, engineer of the line, accom-
panied, by large dingrams, which fally explained
the nature of the Serrs works and the manner in
which the lifts were worked, In the interesting
 discussion which followed, Mr. Hawkshaw made
A few very pertinent remarks, showing the com-
parative safety of wire ropes, and that most of ous
great mining operations were carfied on by this
means ; moreover, in the case of the railway lifts,
there is the additional security of the brake van
always connected with the carriages. Crossing the
viadnet we found a plate inserted with the following
msoription, which the magnitude of the work
certainly deserves

Jumes Bronleos, Engineor-in-Ohiof.

Daniel M. Fox, Resident Enginvar,

Robert Sharp and Sons, Contractors, 1865,

San Panlo is little altered since my last visit,
with exception of a few scattered houses in the
outskirts, but the city hus a bright sunny look,
contrasting 0 much advantage with others in
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Brazil of similar size. The day following our
arrival was very hot, with a northerly wind, the
thermometer at 85, but the wind suddenly changed
to the south, and in two or three hours it was
down to T0%, declining in the night to B0, Mon-
day opened clondy, with rain and absolutely cold.
Tuesday it remained about the same temperature
or under, but last might it went down to 55%;
to-day it is np to B0 Such grest and sudden
atmospherio changes I have rarely met with in any
gonntry, and they must be very trying to delicato
constitutions, although the province is considered
s very healthy ome. It wasmy intention to make
an excursion with some friends to see the splendid
ooffae fazendns of Senhor José Verguero, 0me
distance up the province, and Wwho accompanied us
from Rio de Janeiro ; but circnmstances prevanted
me devoting the needful time to what would have
been a very interesting exemrsion, S0 T was obliged .
to content myself with a trip to Campinas, one of
the prineipal towns of the proyince, situate about
97 miles from the railway terminus at Jundiahy.
Mr. Fox (whose guests we are) kindly offered to
accompany me, also Mr. Dundas, her Majesty's
Consal at Bantos. We left by the 6.30 train on
Tuesday morning, prealkfasted at Jundishy, and
thence on by what is called a trolley, being &
Vankee invention, well adapted to the rongh roads
to be travelled over here, thongh ab the expense of
gevere jolting and shaking. The vehicle is com-
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posed of longitudinal picces of strong wood, lined
with iron, the four wheels & considerable distance
apart, and seats placed on the top of the low
platform, the whole hung on strong springs. We
started soon after 11 a.m. with four good mules, at
a rapid pace, descending a very steep hill, with
views of the new mailway making to Campinas
before us, passing numerous troops of mules and
carta—both ways—the latter mostly drawn by
oxen, laden with coffee and merchandize, which
continned to Campinas; a strong indication of the
traffic that awaits the opening of the new extension
line from Jundighy to Campinas. I may say of
the road, that the whole distance is one continned
up hill and down dale, occasionally amounting to
positive precipices, and the road of the roughest
possible description, so that it is frequently a case
of holding on with both hands, if yon do noti wish
to run the risk of being pitched out head foremost.
The scenery is pretty, mostly through a woody
country, but oceasionally with an extensive view
from some lofty eminence. At Hosario, two-thirds
of the distance, we stopped to change mules—it 18
an elevated position, and a number of Germans
have located themselves in the district. Here the
coffee plantations commence, extending on all sides
as far as the eye can reach, and they continue on
for gt least o hundred miles, or so far as cultivation
has extended itself, within an attainable distance

from the shipping port of Santos ; but once railway
M
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facilities roach the intended point of Rio Claro
(160 miles from Santos), coffee planting will he
carried on much further, as the soil iz rch and
suitable, provided labour con be imported into the
province, s matter of serious consideration, particn-
larly with the prospect of changes in the servila
plement at present in operation. We reached
Campinas abont 2.30 p.m., or three and a-quarter
hours (not bad travelling over such execrable roads),
and put up at the Oriental Hotel—tolerably com-
fortable quarters. Campinas may be said to lie in
& hole, not in a valley, as the elevation is con-
siderable. It is & modern town, with aboub
8,000 inhabitants, & few good honses, belonging
to fawendeiros, who come here for a change; the
general nspect of the place not very inviting.
After rambling about and making some calls, we
dined and spent the evening at the house of an
American missionary, Mr. Morton, who has settled
here with his wife, & young and interesting lady;
and & Mr. Lane also resides with them—both
highly intelligent men. There are some three
hundred Americans (all exiled Southerners) living
in the distriet, which is visited in turn by these
minigters of the gospel. Early the next morning
(Wednesday) we went to look at a very pretty
chacra, which they are about purchasing from
Mr. Anbertin, late superintendent of the San Panlo
Railway, intending to build themselves a house on
one of the prefttiest sites 1 have seen in this
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eountry, commanding an extensive view over Cam-
pinas and the surrounding distriet, whilst at the
same time it is only a few minutes’ walk from tha
town. Mr. Aubertin has spont a considerable sum
in laying out the land (some twenty-four acres),
and has planted a large number of English fruit
trees, besides trees of the country. Should Mr.
Morton and his friend carry out their intention of
locating themselves on this spot, it bids fuir to
reward them amply for the outlay and care they
will doubtless bestow upon it. After brealfast, and
before starting on our return to Jundiahy, we went
mto & large unfinished church, called the Matriz,
where I was astonished to find elaborate carved
work on a most gigantio scale, done by Belgian,
French, and Italian artists during a period of some
seventy years. I have seen nothing like it in or
out of Belgium or Italy; and it is indeed a pity to
see such splendid specimens of carved wood (all
cedar of the country) almost excluded from the
light, and covered with dust. The cost must have
been great—contributed, I believe, from time to
time by rich landowners, at a period when their
profits were much larger than at present. As
before observed, time would not admit of our
visiting any of the numerous fazendas (coffes
estates) in the neighbourhood; so, on leaving the
church, we mounted our trolley again, and after
the same amount of break-neck galloping, the road

not being quite so crowded as on the previous day,
M 2
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we reached Jundiahy at three p.m. (about the same
time as occupied in the up-journey), had some
refreshment at the Hotel Esperanga, took the 4.13
train, and arrved at Mr. Fox's residence aboub
geven, after a very delightful trip.

THE PROVINCE OF SAN PAULO AND
RAILWAY COMMUNICATION.

A few observations on these most important
topics will not be out of place here; and they are
the more necessary in order to fully understand a
question abont which n good deal of ignorance

prevails at home, First, ns regards the railway.
I pointed out during my last visit to Ban Paulo,
in 1868, what I considered had been the original
arrors of its construction, showing at the same time
its very advantageous position, and the future
which awnited it, providing the work should prove
golid and trustworthy—results mow happily at-
tained. The traffic returns speak for themselves;
but unfortunately, whether owing to the want of
a due appreciation of the subject, or to the Ccaprice
of directors, the cream of the traffie, which lies
between Jundiahy and the Rio Claro, has been
allowed to fall into the hands of a private company,
the original one having given up the right under
their concession to extend their line to Campinas.
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Until now, I had not travelled over the old Cam-
pinas road, and could form no adequate idea of its
enormous traffic, which I believe capable per se of
covering the whole seven per cent. gunarantes on
the main lines between Bantos and Jundiahy. The
line from Santos to Jundiahy has been very costly;
that from Jundiahy to Campinas will cost little
more than one-third per mile of the former; so
that a very favourable average would have been
obtained in the cost of what would then have con-
stituted a line of about 112 miles, the working
expenses being reduced in proportion. Adding to
this, and under equally favourable circumstances
of construction, the extension from Campinas to
Rio Clara, the company would then have had
possession of a railway unequalled for fraffic refurns
of over 160 miles, the whole calculated to yield at
the most moderate computation a net dividend of
ten per cent. How such & position counld have
escaped the notice of practical men at home is
marvellons, It may be said that the sharcholders
in the original company were satisfied with their
geven per cent. puarantee, and that tha requirad
capital for 80 miles of railway at a cost of £800,000,
a8 against nearly £2 000,000 for the first 86 miles,
would not have been forthcoming. I cannot believe
that any body of shareholders, on a right view of
the case being placed befors them, would have
declined so palpable an advantage; but even if
they had done so, some fresh body of shareholders
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at home might have been found to take it up.
What i5 the consequence ? A local company has
been formed here, the capital has been raised, and
the line is let oubt to contractors on favourable
terms; the latter finding plenty of sub-contractors,
who ara proceeding with the works very rapidly, of
which I had ocular demonstration. How the
minning powers over the San Paulo line will be
arranged I do not know; but all this involves
disputes, such as generally exist under a double
management, f- divided interest, and a Eeparibe
usa of rolling stock. The Government will natu-
rally lean towards their own countrymen, and the
consequence may be endless trouble, nnless the old
line should be bought up by the National Govern-
ment and merged into the Campinas and Rio Clare
extensions—a not improbable event. That this
province must have its through line of railways
now admits of no doubt; and what an advan-
tugeous investment of English capital might have
been made in fortherance of this object ! The old
company wera masters of the position; and I must
say I think they have most foolishly given it up,
either throngh pigque, or in consequence of their
disputed aceounts with the Government and con-
tractors; bot, to use a familiar expression, they
haye * killed the goose that laid the golden egg.”
It may not be too late to come to some terms with
the holders of the Campinas extension: and T
believe the company still possesses the power of
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going on from thence to Rio Claro, but whether
or not they will be * wise in time" is amother
question, All T can say is that railway annals
present no snch an example of a brillisnt fotore
a8 would that of a compeny in possession of the
ontire line from Santos to Rio Claro.

A word as regards the making of railways in the
provinee by capital raised on the spot. I believe
the directors in London were under an impression
this wonld not be forthooming, but the event has
proved they were wrong., The National Govern-
ment conld always raisa loans in Europe wherawith
to constroet such railways ns San Paulo; and T
think it would be their wisest policy to do so,
leaving the fazendeiros at liberty to employ their
money on the spof, in extending their productions
and otherwise improving their property. Money
here is worth one and a-half to two per cent. par
month on tolerably good security as managed by
those who make this their business: but a3 &
general rule there is not much floating capital in
the Brazilian provinces, the bulk of it being centred
in Hio de Janeiro. On these grounds English
capital employed in making their railways is no
doubt valnable to them ; but if it will not come for
such an object, they haye shown their ability to
raise it on the spot. That the value of produce in
this provinee will be greatly augmented by railway
communication there cammot be a shadow of o
doubt,
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San Panlo, November 22nd.—I believe, in my
notice of the town of Campines, I omitted their
pretty little theatre, which is quite a credit to
them, thongh little availed of in these dull times,
when the Ilanded interest, on which Campinas
almost entirely depends, is so depressed, and the
inhabitants are also suffering from a visitation of
the small pox, which makes occasional ravages in
thess countries, where vaceination is not impern-
tive and a strong prejudice exists against the use
of it. Medical treatment, also, is rather of the
antique kind in Brazil, but the presence of good
foreign practitioners is effecting a change in this
respect. Campinas has two large cemeteries close
to ench other, surronnded by high walls, apparently

quite out of proportion to the-size of the place.
The new railwey station is to be very closa to
them, and at a greater distance from the town than

APPEArs Necessary.

On the 26th inst. there is to be a great gathering
near Itu, another small town in the province,
to celebrate the inanguration of a railway from
Jundishy to the aforesaid town of Itu, to be con-
strnoted chesply, on a narrow, or three feet six
inches gange. The distance is fifty miles and it
will open up quite & new district to the shipping
port of Bantos. The President of San Paulo and
the leading men of the province will be there,
showing the great interest felt in railway develop-
ment by those who have the inclination as well as
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the means to support it. I was informed by the
chief controetor of the Campinas line that there
were about 1,200 men employed on the works,
two-thirds of whom were native Brazilians, earning
nbout 28000, or 4s. per day, which shows the
desire of this class of Brazilians to work when it
ig to be had.

Looking about the city and neighbourhood I
perceive many improvements since I wos last here,
the city itself, together with the streets, bomg
remarkably clean. Hoads in the outskivts, which
were formerly quagmires, have been bottomed with
the excellent material they have for road making,
and are now in very good order ; in fact, there gan
be no doubt that San Paulo is destined to go-a-head,
ns the espital of the province and the central pivob
of railway communioation. Gas works are now
in eourse of erection, to replace the existing oil
lamps, and the Provincial Assembly has given
powers to the Government to contract for & supply
of water; so all modern conveniences will soon be
found here. Opposite the poblic gardens, on the
road to the Linx, is & very substantial public foun-
tain, with the following inscriptions:  Baron da
Ithpna, 1868, President. A. J. Coimbra, Tnspector
of Works." Censiderable improvements have been
made about the railway station, which now presents
a very cheerful aspect ; the engineering workshops
have been considerably enlarged, and everything
placed on & comfortable footing for traffic arrange-
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ments, both as regards goods and passengers. All
this and more will be raguired when the whola of
the new railway traffic merges into this main trunk
ling, but unless the whele system is to be under
one management it can never be worked in o satis.
factory manner.

Sunday, November 27th.—Reminds me that T
have to notice the observance of the Sabbath by
the foreign community here, particularly the Eng-
lish porfion of it. During my last visit to San
Panlo divine service was performed ina room
adjoining Mr. Fox's residence, Mr. Fox reading
the prayers and one of the missionaries presching.
Hinee that time the English community hes in-
creased, and service is now performed in the
evening instead of the morning in a part of the
railway station capable of holding “nearly 100
people.  Mr. Fox reads the service, and generally
an American missionary, Mr. Churehill, preaches.
They hnve got up a tolerably good choir, who
chant the Psalms and sing hymns from a special
collection, the whole service being gone through
in & very creditable mpnner. On the first Sunday
evening wa were present the attendance nnmbered
about sixty—I believe about the nsual average—
besides which there is a specinl servige for children
connected with a school where some twenty chil-
dren receive instruction. It is intended to enlarge
the borders of this nseful institution by bunilding
a chureh, with & school room attached, and getting

L]
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ont an Fnglish minister, towards which subserip-
tions are now being raised; and, I believe, the
co-operation of the South American Missionary
Society is promised. It is one of the reproaches
agamst Englishmen resident in Sonth America
that they live generally as.if they had never been
brought up to value religious ordinances, nor is the
example set them by those who officially represent
a Christian conntry such as conld be desired ; quite
the reverse, as I have had occasion to instance in
the case of Rio da Janeiro, In San Panlo there
are many HEnglish employés and mechanies con-
nected with the railway, settled with their familiss,
who, throngh the kindness of Mr. Fox, are thus
supplied with religions instruction for themselves
and their families, the consequence being that
order and good conduct is the rule, and the English
name is respected. There arve also religions unions
of Germans and Americons in San Paulo, the
latter being & very zealous body, doing & great deal
of good. It is not so much proselytism that is
wanted in these countries as attention on the park
of the foreign community to their own religious
duties, setting an example to others ; and, looking
forward to the large increase of European immigra-
tion, which I am persuaded will soon take place in
this splendid province, to supply the necessities of
the soil, it is the more important. that there shounld
be formed the nucleus of religions instruction,
which is calculated to render settlers more con-
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tented with their lof, and add materially to their
happiness even in & worldly point of view. The
religion of the country and of the people is, of
aourse, Roman Catholio, but they have learnt to be
tolerant to: others who profess a different creed,
and in this respect Brazil will ere long make further
progrees in the right' divection.

Rio e Jawemo, December 2nd, 1870.—Civiliza-
fion has ite drawbacks in all countries, and laying
down new gas and waber mains in this city is
attended with ineonveniemces, although the traffic
ig not so great, nor the disturbances so fraquent,
owing to the more durable nature of the material.
This being the Emperor’s birthday, it was nshered
in with salutes from the different forts and vessels
of war, the streets wera hung with flags of all
nations, and a most formidable display of bunting
it was. About mid-day the Emperor with his suito
drove to the City Palace, and what they call o beija
mao (kissing of hands) commenced, which lasted
some time. Of course there was a great display
of uniforms and cocked hats, the consular and
diplomatic corps also going to pay their respects
to his Tmperial Majesty, who is only 45 years of
age. The day was very fine, with & cool breeze,
and, as nsual on a holidey, two steamers arrived,
the Biberia, Pacific boat on her way home, and
the Oneids, bringing telegraphic news from Lisbon
to the 12th nlt. that the war was still raging in
Frunce, the armisHce having fallen through, as
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reported by the Poiton, which arrived from Gibral-
tar a few days back. Much sympathy is felt here
for France; at the same time it is considered
impossible, with such discordant elements in the
governing body, that any protracted resistance can
be carried on. From the south the only notable
incident is the capture of Gualeguachu by the
forces of Lopes Jordan, who seems fo be almost
as ubiguitous as his namesake of Paraguay. An-
other revolutien on a small scale is reported of
Jujuy, so that altogether the National Government
appears to have its work cut out for some time.
As regards the Banda Oriental, it is now a question
of time as to which party can hold out longest,
the Colerados, with possession of the harbour of
Monte Video, having, of course, an mncontrolled
gupply of provisions and all other requirements to
gtand s siege. Tt romains to be seen what the
armies outside will be able fo accomplish, and
they appear to ba asbout equally matched, and
these internal struggles are, of course, rmination
to owners of property, and Intre Rics as well as
the Bands Oriental must be completely devastated.
The effects are seen in the withdrawal of a Monte
Videan loan from the London market at a moment
when its success was all but a realify. BSuch argu-
ments are, however, lost on a people who' only
follow their brotal, selfish instincts by an appeal
to armes, no matter who suffers, or the misery they
entail on their own country.
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A great deal of rain has fallen here lately, to
the great relief of the water supply of the city,
and doing much good to the conntry, which now
teems with its luxuriant wegetation. The tem-
perature has beem mild and agreenble, and Rio
looks its best just now. The new Ministry are
working quistly, but an impression prevails it will
not be of long duration. The Chambers baing
closed, there is still no political agitation, but party
gpirit runs high, and next year may bring about
many changes. The city tramways are extending
themselves to the suburbs, to the great advantage
of property there; and I believe they are making
money hand over hand—as wonderful contrast to
the tramways in Buenos Ayres, which only appear
to be in esch other’s way, though no doubt some-
thing like order will come ont of the ehaos which
existed there on my departure.

December 4th,—There was a heavy storm of
thunder and Lightning here last night: for an
hour the lightning flashed incessantly on the other
_ side of the western range of mountains skirting
the ses, sending out cccasionally what might be
compared to numerous fiery serpents. The pano-
rama prosented by the monntains during these
vivid flashes was very beantiful ; st last the storm
cpme over the mountain, the peals of thunder
became nearer and nearer, accompanied by rain.
It was one of those wonderfully grand convulsions
of the elements to which these countries are
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subject, but we do not hear of much damage done
by the lightning. To-day it has blown half a galo
of wind from the south-west, and looks YOIy tn-
settled. The Oneida would have a rough time of
it, but gales of wind are not frequently of long
duration,

December 6th.—The French mail brings nothing
decisive from the River beyond reports of successes
by the national troops in Entre Rios: but, as
usual, these want confirmation. Surprising the
Cerro fort at Monte Video, which commands the
city, is one of those events which, as Lord Dun-
dreary says, *“ no fellah can understand.” A sortio
from the city, on the other side, seems to haye
been attended with some loss, but no compensating
regil b,

December 12, 1870.—In noticing local improve-
ments here tramways, of course, are the most
modern, and the most important as & means of
cheap, easy locomotion, of which the population
avail themselves to an inerediblo extent, as faw
people believed Brasiliasns would to the extent
they do. The line southward is now in course
of construction fo the Botanival Gardens, BASY
access to which will be an encrmons advantage
to the people of Rio de Janeiro, and materinlly
increase the value of property in that direction.
At the northern extremity of the city the company
keep extending their rails so as to bring them
within reach of the numerons residents in thaf
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direction, and ere long rails will be laid to the
great central commereial thoroughfare traversed
by the Rua Direita. It is simply a guestion of
time, and overcoming some local prejudices, as
well as the difficulty of traversing marrow streets.
As if the tramways had stirred people up in other
WaYS, you see improvements going on in varions
directions, some long projected, now beginning to
ghow themselves, and ere long Rio de Janeiro will
possess all modern fecilities. The narrow streets
in the heart of the city are difficult to manage,
unless a firo should cause a gap that might be
availed of as & better approach; but in this case
the whole eity might stand a chance of being
destroyed—at least the business part of it. An
abuse exists here as at home in the posting of
advertising placards, and they generally select the
corners of streets, the names of which are very
much obliterated by this process. Advertising in
the public papers iz also caried on to a large
extent, and the leading paper here, T'he Jornal
do Commercio, is said to derive almost as large
an income a8 The Times from this source. Bpeak-
ing of foreign population, an impression prevails
that. it iz large, but I believe it is less than
generally supposed; at all events, as regards
the English residents, I have preity accurate
information as follows: including the eity, and
for some miles round, the number is about
1,100, which comprises all Englishmen employed
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by the Brasilian Government, the steam com-
panies, gas works, engineering establishments, do:;
contrast this with the 40,000 English and Trish
in the City and Province of Buenos Ayres, and
it will at once be seen how much greater scope
there has beon for the Anglo-Saxon race'in the
latter direction, to be accounted for by the preva-
lence of alavery in Brazil, and the more congenial
pursuits for our countrymen in the River Flata,
excluding from both comparisons what are simply
comimeroial establishments, Einglish eommares in
Brazil has always held a leading position, from the
large amount of manufactures imported here and
at other ports; but the bulk of coffes oxports is
sent to the United States and the Continent of
Europe, some English honses being large exporters
of the article. The rise that has for soma time
been going on in exchangs, though favourable to
the importers of merchandize, has been againgt the
exporter of produce, who has to draw chiefly on
England for value of shipments, and in the pre-
sent condition of France this must for some
time be almost exclusively the case; If no new
political complications arise «in Europe, such as
that shadowed forth by a re-opening of the Hastern
question, the rate of exchange ought soon aggin
to be at the par value of 274, per milrais, making
the English sovereign a legal tender at Rs, 826583,
whereas its current value is now about R, 102400

sgainst an exchange of 24d, per milreis. OF course
B
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there would then be more steadiness in trade, with
no seope for speonlating on the market price of
gold, which has been subject to such violent flue-
tuations since the Paraguayan war, in proof of
which I may remark. that, when here in the
early part of 1868, T got Rs. 18§000 paper for a
sovereign that is now only worth Rs. 108400.

A painful sensation has been created by the
death, after a short illness, of Mr. Jordan Crense,
a director of the Bank of Brawil, and formerly
manager of the London and Brazilian Bank here.
Mr. Creuse was a very old resident of Rio, much
respected, and leaves a widow with & large yoong
family to lament this sndden bereavement.

I notice a very large increase in the receipts of
the Dom Pedro II, Railway last month, being
Ha. 6048608230 ns against Re. 3471408840 for
November, 1868, of which sum Rs. 63,5272557 hLas
to go to the 25 per cent. contribution towards the
Petropolis. Road Company, which is still kept in
gplendid order. If was a great act of folly on the
part of the Government, as I had occasion to
notice on my last visit, to neutralize the traffie
of this admirable road by bringing the railway into
competifion with it at Entre Rios, instead of
spending the money in extending the main line
into the province of San Paulo, which they are
now doing also, but of course at a large additional
onflay. It has rendered the Mand Railway snd
the splendid road up the mountain all but useless,
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aud they have been obliged to subsidize the Maug
Railway in order to keep it open for passenger
traffic. It is a singular fact, that of the total
revenue of Rs. 604,5602230 earned by the Dom
Podro Segundo Railway during the month of
November last, the Company Uniao é Industria
contributed Ra. 237,9863050.

December 15th.—Another excitable day. The
French mail came in early this morning, with
recent war news and the further diplomatic nego-
tintions with Russin, which are reported as in a
more satisfactory state; but, judging by past events,
it is difficult to see this. Owing to some mis-
chance in the frensit of mails to Bordeaux, very
few English lotters were received by this mail,
but the telegrams to Lisbon post people up to the
latest possible time, and soon affer the steamer
arrives the eity is inundated with blacks selling the
Lisbon papers, for which the demand is Immense,
these * sensational” journals quite superseding the
ordinary English papers, which are delivered some
hours after. The Pascal, mail steamer from Liver-
pool, which sailed on the 19th ult., is behind time;
but the new postal contract steamer Olbers, which
made such a splendid run out, is up from Monte
Video in four days, with an extraordinary account
of the rebel party (Blancos) having seized four
steamers plying between Monte Video, Buenos
Ayres, and the Urngusy, intending to convert

them into war vessels and blookade the harbonr
w2
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of Monte Video. It is only a short fime since
they got possession of the strong  Cerro” fortress
on which the lighthouse stands, and now this
high-handed measurs of seizing passenger steamers
may call down npon them the displepsure of nen-
tral powers, who have plenty of force ready, if
required, to teach the belligerents better manners.
What with this prolonged eivil war in Urnguay,
in Entre Rios; and outhreaks of one kind or other,
the news will not be acceptable at home, A
quarrel, too, had been got np between the Argen-
tine Government and the Central Argentine Rail-
wiy, arsing ont of ouwr charging income tax on
the dividend accruing to the Argentine Govern-
ment and to Argentine sharghelders, the President
having in consequence issued & peremptory decree
that the company should be domiciled in Buenos
Ayres and the dividends to be made payable in
hard dollars. This state of affairs must oceasion
a rather warm diplomatic controversy, and T must
gay that as regards shares held by the Argentine
Government and Argentine citizens, in a railway
the revenue of which is derived from their own
country, it does seem an absurdity that they should
have to pay income tax in England. This point
will have to be conceded by our Government, hut
not that of removing the domicile as long as it
remains an English registered company. The
Argenting Government appears to have acted
rather hastily in this matter, but no doubt it
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will be amicably adjusted. Tt however confirms
the views of those who know best what the future
policy of the Government is likely to be, namaly,
that of eventually absorbing all the railways under
their own management by exerciging their right
of exproprintion, but T helieve this right does
not exist in the case of the Cemtral Argenting
Railway.

The more favourable advices of coffee have im-
parted more animation here, and large shipments
are being made at & higher rate of exchange.

On board the Royal Mail Steam Bhip Oneids,
December 26th, 1870.—Another Christmas Day
passed on the ocean, and this year it also embraced
Bunday, so we had o mustering of the crew and
divine service performed in the eabin, which I
think is always particularly impressive, raminding
those present of the uncertainty of life, and how
few who part on the ship, if she reaches her
destination safely, may ever be spared to meet
again in this world. It would be well if those
who travel so mmeh over the ocean, or fake up
their abodes in distant countries, could refain the
memory of such simple Christisn  observances,
instead of acting as if they had only this world to
deal with or to be accountable to.

We left Rio on Saturday the 24th, soon after
8 a.m., steamed out of the harbour, and, as nsual,
soon found a ground swell which caused the ship
to roll and sent many passengers to their berths.
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The Tycho Brahe, from Liverpool, was at anchor
inside, arriving to her day with Iater mews, but
we had no communication with her. Off Cape
Negro we fell in with a boat, for which we stopped,
and found she was from the steamer Donati, then
in sight, disabled. The boat was going to Rio for
assistance, but we were enabled to tell them o tug
had already hold of her, having been sent out the
night previous, when the Donati was telegraphed
off Cape Frio. The Liverpool line of Lamport
and Holt has lately been very unfortunate in
breaking down, realizing the old saying that ** mis-
fortumes seldom comes gingly,! It was almost a
calm for some hours on leaving Rio, after which
a light breeze sprung up dead in our teeth and
has gince continued with fine weather. We passed
within a short distance of Cape Frio, which
reminds one somewhat of Holyhead when you
get in a certain position. The old lighthouse is
g very conspicnous object, the new one being
much better placed at a lower elevation. Before
saying adien to Rio de Janeiro, I may as well
notice a short visit paid to Tijuca before leaving
and after a lapse of twenty years. The Rio de
Janeiro City Tramway Company conveys you to
the foot of the mountain for a small charge, there
being carringes waiting to ascend it. A splendid
new road has been made at a heavy cost, which
solves all difficulties, leaving you at liberty to
admire both the varied and beantiful seemery pre-
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sented by its windings and furnings until yon
reach Bos Vista, about 1,000 faet above the lovel
of the sea, from which the view of Rio and the
1slands of the bay is magnificent. At Boa Vista
commance the numercus villas for which Tijnoa
15 now famous, many of them elsborately buil,
with ornamental gardens, through which flow
mountain streams, affording a cool refreshing shada,
Not only is the road np the mountain an excellent
ong, but it is continned on for some distance nntil
it reaches what was formerly Bennett's Hotel, now
kept by Mr. White, Mr. Beonett having built him-
self o good house higher np the mountain, near to
the celebrated ons of the Iate Mr. Ginty, who
spent o fortune in making himself comfortable
here. The house of Mr, Miller, where we wers
staying, is beauntifully situated, overlooking the
road going down to Mr. White's, and it possesses
& mango tree that for size and utality is almost
unrivalled.

We took a ride over to another fanoy place
belonging to Dr. Cochrane, which cost him up-
wards of £30,000, but he certainly got value
recetved I a comfortable house, with gerdens,
grounds, wood, and water, all laid ont with admir-
able taste amidst charming seenery; and what is
of more importance, the whole is approached by
admirable roads upon which the Government has
spent large soms of money. One of the roads is
called Cochrane'’s, and T believe he had the charge
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of its constrnction. After skirting his grounds
the wpad continues on to the Botanical Gardens,
80 that a visitor can return to the city that way
if disposed. The whole neighbourhood sbounds
with picturesque mountain scenery with oeeasional
peeps at the sea. No donbt a sojonrn at Tijuca
during the hot season is beneficial, but to be
obliged to visit the ecity daily is irksome, and there
18 the disadvantage of having the sun in your face
going down, as well as returning, unless avoided
by starting very early and only coming back st
sunset. You sleep at all events in a cool atmo-
sphere, which is no small advantage. Tijuca is of
course much easier of aceess than Petropolis, where
the conrt and diplomatio body spend afew months,
when the place is gay and cheerful, I conclude
the Emperor will soon be gone up to Petropolis,
althongh he was still at San Christovao when I
left, and I had the honour of an interview with his
Imperial Mujesty and the Empress, both of whom
were looking well. Considerable improvements
are going on in the approaches to the palace, and
1t i8 to be hoped the muisance of public slaughter-
honses will be removed from the meiphbourhood
of San Christovao to the Emperor's estate at Santa
Cruz, in the way alluded to in my recital of a visit
to the latter a few months back.




COMPARISON BETWEEN BRAZIL AND
THE RIVER PLATE,

No one can visib thess two commtries, which
form the largest portion of Bouth America, without
being struck by the remarkable contrast they °
present, whether physically or mentally, arising
from the difference in thoughts, customs, and
habits, snch as constitutes the character of people,
Brazil is & country of mountming, forests, and
mighty rivers, with a large extent of talla land,
possessing great facilities for agricnltural pursuits
and & fine seaboard with numerous good harbours.
The Argentine Republic is one vast plain until if
approaches the Andine ranges, s porfion only of
this extensive land area being watered by the rivers
Parana, Pargouay, and Urogoay, of which Buenos
Ayres and Monte Video are the emporis, whilst at
the south and approaching the Straits of Magellan
there is a dreary waste in possession of Indian
tribes. The ome country has been peopled (so far
as applies to the towns) by the Portugnese, whose
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descendants are quite a different, plodding race,
inclined to take a practical view of things rather
than adopt rash conclusions; and, with exception
of a short period of anarchy in some of the pro-
vinces after the war of indspendence, the whole
Empire has remained a consolidated Monarchy.
The very seantiness of ite own population pre-
vented Portugal doing much towards the require-
ments of an immense country like Brazil, and the re-
gult was the introduotion of the negro, which has to
n large extent influenced the character of the people
and destinies of the Hmpire. The River Plate was
only one of the mighty possessions of the Bpanish
" Crown, peopled by Spaniards and Indians, with a
comparatively small admixture of negro blood.
The nomadic life of the people of the River Plate
wasin the saddle: & wild, nncertain existence, which
a temporary sojourn in towns and cities conld not
suppress; hence has resulted their roving, unsettled
character even to the present day. To think or
to weigh the conrse of events is foo troublesome
a process: & saddle and a knife are natural arbi-
trators. The character of the two peoples showed
jteelf in a striking manner during the long Para-
guaysn war. The Argentines, full of *fire and
fory,” were for marching into Asuncion in thres
months, snd on various occasions showed o de-
gpondency under defeat ; whilst the Brazilinngs, less
sanguine, but devoted to their work, returned
steadily to the charge, and endured an enormous
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amount of bodily suffering, which in the end led
to victory.

The question naturally arvises, are two countries,
governed by such different social and political
elements, likely to agree or to have & common
canse ¥ I think so, decidedly. What the one is
short of the other possesses, and it provents @
material rivalry such as might exist if both coun-
tries imbibed the same ideas or were running in
the same groove. The River Plate has abundance
of sheep, cattle, and horses, which Brazil is shork
of, and has long supplied the latter with jerked
beef, which is the chief food of the blacks, On
the other hand, Brasil sends her sugar, spirits,
tobacco, and other productions to the River Plate,
80 & benefivial change of commercial interconrse
is established. Events arising out of the Para-
guayan war have brought the two peoples more
in contact, and ereated a foeling of mutual respect
such as did not exist before. It had long been
the custom to decry Brazil, her people, and institu-
tions; but times and circumstances have changed,
nor do I see the slightest apprehension arising out
of the settlement of the triple allinnce, or the
renewed mission of the Baron do Rio Branco
(late Benhor Paranhos) to the River Plate,

A great advantege possessed by the River Plate
has been its foreign population, which has gone
on steadily inereasing since its independence, and
latterly has assumed large proportions from Italy
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and the south of France, but comparatively few
from other European countries—if I except Irish-
men and Englishmen, who settled in the province
of Buenos Ayres at an early period and becams
the holders of large tracts of land. Colonies of
Germans and Swiss have been established in
various parts of the Argentine Republic with more
or less snccess; but the unsettled state of the
conntry, arising from varions causes, is much
against their increase af present, or until such
time ns the Government is fully alive fo its urgent
necessity, and promotes measures in accordance
therewith, DBrazil, on the other hand, with a
territory much greater, has a still smaller relative
population than her southern neighbours. ITmmi-
gration has been on a very limited scale, chiefly
owing to the existence of slavery; but a new era
is springing up, calculated to result in great and
beneficial changes, and to develope enormously the
nptional wealth of the Empire. The capitals of
the two countries differ materially, as all strangers
find ount who wisit them. Buencs Ayres, with its
large foreign population, sccial habits, clubs, and
places of amnsement, has advantages unkmown
in Rio. On the other hand, its miserably paved
streets, with a prevalence of either dust or mud,
js @ drawback to comfort. Munieipal improve-
ments are slowly carried out, and the sanitary
condition of the city and suburbe is wretched in
the extreme. Rio possesses beautiful mountain
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scenery, is admirably paved and lighted, as well
drained and sewered as money can make it, but
is extremely deficient in social comforts, or those
things which consfitute the attractions of a large
city., There are, in fact, few points in eommon
between the two, whatever change in this Tespoct
the future may bring about.

December 29th, 1870.—Owing to & constant
head wind we did not get into Bahin until 9 p.m.
Sunday 27th, receiving pratique early the next
morning, when most of the passenpers went on
ghore for a fow hours and had the advantage of
seeing old friends. It was a very fine day, rather
hiot, but the sea breeze cool and rafreshing. At
3 o'clock p.m. we again got under weigh, sailing
along the coast, but still with the wind dead
agamnst us. A beautiful clear moonlight night
and very cold on deck. After breakfast this mom-
ing we passed an old friend, the La Plata, with
all her canvas set. She will be in Bahin early
to-morrow, a8 wa shall be at Pernambueo if all's
well. In reply to our signal she gave “ No news
of importance,” from which T infer there was not
much change in the position of European affairs.
With the fine weather we have had, sen-sick
passengers are re-appearing at table, and we got
o small addition' at Bahis. A band of music, as
on board the La Plata, enlivens us morning and
evening, and the bugle-man with his summoning
to meals, amongst them * Polly, put the kettla
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on," which will be more generally responded to
as the weather gets cooler, helps to pass away
tima otherwise so monotonous at sea.

December 81st.—This is the last day of an
eventful year, which has seen one of the greatest
military powers of Europe stricken down and
German armies marching rampant over prostrate
France; nor is the end of the struggle far off, if
we may judge from the accounts received in Per-
nambuco yesterday. We came to anchor in the
rondstead about eight a.m., and affer breakinst
I went on shore with some of our fellow-passengers
(smongst whom was Major Rickard, from the River
Plate) to take a peep at old Pernambuco, where
I commenced my career in life in the year 1821,
and which I had not visited since 1853. Great
improvements have taken place in the suburbs;
what were formerly sandy roads being now well
paved, and numerous fine buildings have been
erected. A narrow gauge tramway extends some
miles into the country, the carriages being drawn
by locomotives along some of the main thorough-
fares, which is not unattended with danger. We
passed a train as we wera driving out in a carringe
to lnnch with some friends, and returning to the
oity we had a look at the tramway station, with a
bridge over the river. The whole concern had a
vary rough look, and the sheds were so small and
narrow 85 to cense much danger to passengers,
gaveral nccidents having already ocourred. It is




PREENAMALCH, 191

strange the Government should allow such a state
of things to exist in what is otherwise a great
public convenience; aud the managers of the line
would do well to devote some of their earnings to
remedying what are glaring defects, even if thoy
divide less dividends for a year or two. The com-
fortable accommodation provided both here and at
Bahis, as a resort for the commercial body, is a
standing reproach to Rio, and ought to lead to
some change being made at the latter place, whers
the business transacted is on so mmch larger s
scale. If was a hot tropieal day, but there is
something refreshing about Permambuco, with its
steady sea breezes and lightness of atmosphers.
The sea happened to be very smooth, so wa had
no trouble in returning on board laden with fruit
of various kinds, which abounds here, conspicuons
amongst which are pine-apples of very choice
quality. We found them very busy taking in
cofiton, no less than 1,000 bags of which had besn
engaged, cramming every hole and corner of the
ship, a number of bales being stowed in the wings
of the saloon, curtailing the accommodation of the
passengers, and creating some discontent amongst
the latter. We did not get under weigh until dark,
after which the wind became more favourahle, and
we are' now rolling along at a good pace with all
fore and aft canvas sef, a rogular south-east trads,
and besutiful sunny weather. The cotton has
disappeared from the decks somewhere, and, with
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the exception of that stowed in the galoon, things
have assumed their usual cheerful aspect. Amongst
other events recorded in the English papers re-
ceived at Pernambuco is the death of the wall-
known Mr. Buschentall, of Mente Video, who has
long figured in River Plate polities and finances,
and had lately gone to Fugland on matters of
buginess. He will be much missed out in the
River: and the beautiful palace he had ereated at
Monte Video, to which allusion has often been
made by visitors, will no doubt soon fall into decay
from the absence of its presiding deity, The news
of his death will cause a sensation out in the
River, where he was widely known and much
respected ; a man of much ability and enterprise,
hospitable, and open-handed.

§t. Vincent, January Tth, 1871.—We arrived
hare last night about 2 p.m., after a hard tug for
three days against the strongest north-gast trads
T ever experienced, and which still continues ; the
wind came down in heavy squalls from the momn-
tain, cansing quite a sea in this little land-locked
bay. Coming up the channel between the two
islands was most severs work, and we were thanlkfal
to get safe into this harbour, though diffieult fo
some bo an anchor from the force of the wind act-
ing upon the ship, and other ships lying in the way.
It was a full moon, but to our surprise, soon aftor
ghe rose, the moon. became eclipsed, and we had
& fall view of it. Not having many new almanacks




0¥ BOARD THE ONEIDA, 193

on bLoard, the eclipse had espaped notice until it
appeared.  Our passage to the line was pleasant
enough, and then we had two or three days of
almost dead calm, followed by the strong morth-
easter, which seems to have prevailed hers some
time, so we must only hope it will become more
moderate a8 we advance. Saw very few ships, but
passed a large French steamer standing southward.
We found hers later dates from Emgland, with
papers of the 25th olt., and learnt that the stenm-
ghip Beila, laying here some time with a hroken
shaft, had left here yesterday in tow of a powerful
steam tug sent out from Liverpool, intending, if
possible, to reach Madeira; but how this is to be
accomplished in such weather as now prevails is
another matter. Bt. Vincent is at all times an
uninteresting spot, but the more 8o now, as thera
is no inducement to go on shore while it is blowing
half & gale of wind, We are busy coaling, and
expect to gel away before dmd, with the prospect
of a rongh night before us.

January 11th.—We had a foretaste at St. Vincent
of what we might expect outside, and it wag more
than realized in having to face half a gale of
wind with a heavy head sea, into which the ship
plunged her head at fimes, and pitched the screw
out of water in a manner anything but sgrecshle,
although, take it all together, she is an excellent
sen hoat. The first sixtean hours we mada 97 miles,

the next twenty-four hours we made 150 miles, and
0
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the following day 165 miles, making with the 179
miles fo-day, nunder more moderate weather, 576 in
nearly four days—an unusually slow pace for a
steamer of 500-horse power; Imt no one on board
remembers having experienced go * hard-hearted '
a north-sast trade before. Now it is moderate and
fing, but still a-head, barely emabling us to carry
at times a little fore and aft canvas, Many con-
jectures were made as to what would become of
the unfortunate Beila, which, as already noticed,
left Bt. Vincent the day before us, as it would be
utterly impossible for any tug to hold on to her
in such weather, and her only chance would be
in, standing away to the westward under canvas,
in the heope of fetching the Western Islands.
Strange, wo hnve not seen any vessels since wa
passed the French steamer on the 4th inst.: a
most unusual occurrence in these latitudes. To-
morrow evening we expect to see some of the
Canary Islands or the Peak of Teneriffe; but unless
the wind changes wo shall be very late at Lishon.
It has been just the same kind of passage I had
home last time in the summer, but with much
stronger winds. With the exception of a fracas
last night amongst two Spaniards, all has gone on
comfortably; and a threat of locking them up if
they attempted to commift ancther breach of the
peace appears to have had the desired affect.
Jannary 13th.—Our hard hearted *“north-easter™
(as we call the wind) still continues. We made
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the island of Ferro to the westward early yester-
day. It came on to blow quite foriously in the
morning, and earried away the fore stay sail almost
out of the bolt-rope. Tt became moderate and fine
towards afternoon, and we had a fine view of the
Island of Palma, on which thera is & town of some
size, the hills being dotted with white cottages and
trees—palm trees, I believe, with green, cultivated
spots: visible. After rounding the northernmost
point towards evening, it came on to blow again
in heavy gusts, and has continuned so to the present
time, allowing una only to make 174 miles sines
yesterday at noon. There is a good revolving light
at this end of Palma, which we passed at a short
distance, though for what object a light is placed
there no one could say, as sailing ships outward
bound generally keep outside the Canary Islands,
and homeward-bound steamers try to pass to the
eastward of Teneriffe, but the severs north-esster
obliged us to take the western side. We are only
due at Lisbon to-day by confract time, but if this
wind continues we shall be three or four days
after it. Rather uncomfortable work for sea-sick
passengers ; bub it cannot be helped, nor conld
any ship be more easy, steaming head to wind for
so long, than the Oneida. To-day the erew went
throngh their fire-brigade evolutions, everything
being in order and in it place; the men ap-
peared ready for any emergency; the boats all wall

appomted ; indeed, one great feature of the Royal
o 2
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Mail service is the discipline and order maintained
on board. Ounly a few centuries buck the Canary
Islands were the limit of Southern or Western
exploration.

Sunday, January 15th.—Another anniversary of
my birthday passed on the ocean, the second within
the last three years; and in May next it will be
exactly half-a-century since I first embarked for
Brazil, s sanguine youth of fifteen. What changes
and vicissitudes have taken place during that long
period! This is what they call a working Sunday,
as it is necessary to remove some cargo which has
to be landed at Lisbon, and to replace it with the
cotton from the saloon in case of passengers
offering from thence to England. It is a bright
sunny day, the wind having come round to the
westward, blowing o nice steady breeze, the ship
going faster than is required to bring ns off the
bar of Lisbon by daylight to-morrow. Yesterday
it was comparatively calm ; and happily so, for we
had rather a startling incident on board. About
three p.m., when meny of the passengers were
taking o  siesta,” and I was writing quietly in the
galoon, a ery arose of “ A man overboard!" which
soon brought every one on deck; and sure enough
there was & poor fellow seen fast going astern in
the wake of the ship, which was then steaming
pine knots an hour. Fortunately the Quarter-
Master had seen the accident and threw two life-
buoys after him. Tn less time than I take to tell
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it, the ship was stopped, & boat lowered with six
men and an officer, and all eyes were directed to
the man, who was seen to have ecaught the life-
buoy and therefore comparatively safe. After some
minutes’ suspense, but without the slightest con-
fusion, the boat was seen to reach the man, the
officer waving his hat to show that all was right,
and they rowed back to the ship, whioh had been
brought round o meet her. It was fortunate the
son was smooth, or it might have been a much
more difficult task to save the man, who did not
appear to be mny the worse for his ducking, bub
to-day he is rather ill from its effects. He mush
have had considerable presence of mind, for he not
only caught the first buoy thrown overboard, but
swam to and secured. the second one, observing
that it was a pity it shonld be lost! The whole
“eemsation’ lasted half-sn-hour, and all rejoiced
that the man was saved, althongh the aceident
appears to have arisen from his own carelessness,
being over the side cleaning the ship without a
rope made fast to his body, contrary to the rule
in; such -cases. It was a great mercy he was
not drawn inte the vortex caused by the screw
propeller, i

Jannary 19th.—We are driving thropgh a north-
west gale, which commenced befort we left. Lishon
on the 16th, snd has continued ever since, with
& Vory ]te::u'_}' g6, which prevents  onr ]u;l]if.ug
progress, s the engines have to be slowed, nor
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can we carry. much sail—but we have got half-way
throngh the Bay of Biscay, and hope to pass
Ushant to-morrow. It is very uncomfortable work |
for all on board, but there is no help for it. Lisbon
looked its best whilst we were there, as there was
a bright sunshine for some hours, and the merry
windmills were driving along under the influence
of a strong westerly breeze. There was no English
man-of-war in the Tagus, but two Yankees, and a
Prussian which was reported to have had a brush
with & Frenchman off the Azores, but no particulars
were known. Our voyage has not been fortunate
ns regaris weather. The Oneidn is, however, &
capital sea boat, if mot a very fast one, and it
would be difficult to drive any vessel through such
4 son a8 there is now, so we must be content to
arrive & day or two later at our destination. We
passed the Cearense steamer from Para coming
out of the Tagus, bound to Liverpool, and yester-
day we passed @ large steamer standing the same
course as ourselves, so we were going faster
than she, ot all events. A good many passengers
loft us at Lisbon, who were replaced by about an
equal number, going to Southampton, as the rail-
way route through Madrid and France is not now
practicable. Few of the neéw-comers have been
able to appear at table.

January 21st.—We reached Southampton Docks
at 10 a.m., with moderate weather up the Channel,
thus completing our return
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FROM 1870 TO 1876.

Ue to the period when the foregoing Diary was
written, in 1870, affairs in Bouth America had
gone on very prosperously, both in a commercinl
and in n financial sense. In Brazil, the continued
high price of coffee had thrown a large amount
of wealth into the country; and equally so with
wool, tallow, and hides from the River Flate.
All was quiet polifically, with exception of the
pending questions in reference to Paragnay—a
danger looming in the distance between Brazil
and the Argentine Republic, which at one time
threatened serious consequences. Happily, the
difficulty was settled by judicions diplomacy and
the exercise of forbearance on both sides, Paraguay
being now left perfectly free to follow out its own
destinies nnder a programme of self-government.
Both countries had been preparing for the possible
contingency of war, and large sums of money were
expended in ironelads, torpedes, and other acces-
gories. This state of things did mot, however,
injuriously affect the eredit of either country, and
Brazil had negotiated two loane in London on
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the most favourable terms, one of £3,000,000 in
1871, and another of £5 000,000 in 1873, The
Argentine Republic succeeded, in 1871, in raising &
gix-per-gent. loan for the prosecution of milways and
other public works, at the fuvourable price of 85},
which was effected through the agency of Messrs.
C. de Murietta & Co, Another Buenos Ayres City
Lioan of £2,140,800 was effected in 1873, by Mesera,
Baring, Brothers, & Oo., the credit of the Republic
being then at its c‘alminat:ing l]uilll.i,

Whether stimulated by the successful launching
of these loans, following the high prices of Argen-
tine prodoee in European markets, or by inflated
ideas of the growing prosperity of the Republie,
s period of speculation set in at Buenos Ayres of
the most extravegant nature, not only as rerards
imported articles of merchandize, but also in the
purchase of lands and honse property, carried on
with facilities supplied by the Hypothecary and
other banking estoblishments, to an unprecedented
extent, driving up walues in a fabulous manner.
Individual expenditure, as a necessary consequence,
followed, until the city of Buenos Ayres became
one vast emporinm of gambling operstions and of
personal  extravarance, accompanied by a corre-
gponding inflation of credit. Meanwhile events
were oocurrng in Europe and the United States
which wera sura to affect the credit of South
American States. Prices of wool, hides, and
tallow were rapidly falling, and a general com-
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maercial and finanecial orisis prevailed both in
Europe and the United States. The Paraguayan
loan collapsed, as might have been ondicipated,
followad by that of Urngnay, and latterly by the
heavy downfnll of Perwvian finanecial credit. . All
this soon began to be felt in Buenos Ayres, whers
o steady decline commenced in the value of house
property and land, purchased chiefly by the issue
of paper engagements; commercial credit was
ghaken to its foundptions; feilures to an enormons
extent followed, and for the last three years Buenos
Ayres hns passed through an ordeal to which few
large commercial communities have been subjected.
Az g matter of conrse, the revenne of the State he-
came affected ; its multiplied engagements, arising

out of eivil wars and other local drains, began to
tell heavily on the national resourees, and inde-
soribable confusion ensued, eagerly availed of by
speculative newspapers in London fo depreciate
the market wvalne of Argentine securities, which
soon dropped 50 per cent., with many subsequently
violent and wide fluctuations.

In the midst of this chaos, the Government
and the Execubive mmntained their equanimity,
:'t]t]'mul[{h a succession of finance ministers took
plece, and wvarious messures came before Congress
to relieve the financial position, most of which
were rejected, the result being o suspension of
gpecie payments by the National and Provincial
Banks, and the issue of what is there termed
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“purso forgado,” or & forced paper currency.
Fortunately means were found to meet the divi-
dends ond amortizstion on loans fallimg due,
thus affording breathing time to the Government,
which has throughout evineed its loyalty and
determination to uphold mnational credit. I do
not enter into details of these arrangements,
which are of go recent a date; suffice it to say that
the issme of £2,000,000 National notes, bearing
interest at 4 per cent., with § per cent. annmal
redemption, solved the difficulfy, and sent down
the premiom on gold from 33 per cent. almost to
zorp j it is an institution of greenbacks over again,
and will prove equelly snccessful, evineing thae
confidence in the Executive and in the rescurces
of the country. The redeeming feature in the
midst of all these drawbacks is that the internnl
resources of the country, its cattle, sheep, and
horses remain intact and have gone on multiplying
enormonsly. The propristors of estancias, oz o
body, not having been mixed up with speculative
transactions, only feel the diminished wvaloe of
their produce. How the commercial and financial
collapse at Buenos Ayres could have reached such
wide proportions, leading to the closing of some
4,000 shops and dwelling houses, is one of those
mysteries difficult to explain, as there was no doubt
moch socnmulated wealth in the city, and the
business carried on appeared to be legitimate
enough., There must, however, have heen some-
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thing exceedingly wrong in the system, and a
delusion existing somewhere, otherwise things
would not have reached such a pass. The delusion
has been mdely dispelled, after three years of
intense suffering, and it is to ba hoped s more
healthy state, both of commercial and financial
business, will henceforward be established through-
out the Platine States, for which there is every
possible scope and opportunity. Those who have
bought houses and land at fabulous prices will have
to submit to the disagreeable ordeal of seeing
others peossess them at a very reduced value, pud
the banks which made improvident advances may
suffer accordingly; but posterity will gain by the
folly of their predecessors.

Let us now turn to what Argentine resources
really consist of, in order fully to estimate the
capability to meet the National engagements ab
the present time, which, in the shape of internal
and external indebtedness, amounts to some
£14,000,000 sterling.

In the first place we must remember that the
Argentine Confederation is only of recent growth,
having been finally consolidated in 1861, after the
battle of Pavon, when General Urquiza was de-
feated by the Buenos Ayrean army under command
of General Mitrs, afterwards nnanimously elected
President of the Argentine Republic; up to that
period Buenos Ayres was o separate State, menaged
by its own local government, succeeding the long
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Dictatorship of Rozas. The confederation  then
formed was on the model of that of the United
States of Americs, each province having a governor
exercising independent jurisdiction, with its own
local revenue. The National revenue is derived
chiefly from the Custom Honse and indirect faxh-
tion. The difficulty of bringing so many discordant
elements into practical working need hardly be
desoribed, the distance of the provinces from the
capital city of Buenos Ayres being at that time &
great drawback; moreover, the largest and most
influential province—that of Entre Rios—was
really under the control of General Urquiza, who,
on the outbreak of the Paraguayan war in 1865,
withdrew his troops and refused to co-operate with
the National Government. The assassination of
Urquiza in 1870, and the gubsequent rebellions
under Lopez Jordan, are now makters of history,
and I only allude to these circumstances as
illustrative of the difficulties, both poliftical and
finaneial, which the National Government has had
to contend with. As regards the distant provinces,
they are so little known, and their products so
undeveloped, that no caleulation can yeb bemada
of their future contribution to the national wealthy
beyond the ‘fact of their being very fortile; both:ns
gemi-tropical and temperato regions; and railways
will soon bring them into play. Cattle breeding
and sheep farming districts abound on the pampas,
or plains of enormous extent, between the Atlartic
and Pacific oceans, lying east and west of Buenos
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Ayres, some portions bordering on Indian territory,
from whence occasional marauding incursions take
place, entailing the necessity of protecting the
frontiers at a considerable outlay of money.

It will thus be seen that the mational revenue
has had many heavy drains upon it, not the least
of which was caused by the unhappy revolution of
General Mitre last year, who, with the majority
of his party, were dissatisfied at the electicn of
Fresident Avellaneda. The decision and energy
displayed by the latter quickly suppressed what at
one time threatened most serious consequences
to the canse of freedom and good government.
Occurring, too, at a time when Buenos Ayres was
guffering from a financial and commercial orisis,
this fresh disturbance conld not fail to augment it,
by interfering with the unsual course of business
and creating o want of confidence in the stability
of Argentine institutions, No wonder, therefora,
that the credit of the country was shaken and the
execntive power weakened, requiring all the energy
of the latter to bear up against the pressure thus
put upon it. That the resources of the conntry
are equal to the occasion has been sbundantly
proved, by a continuation of the payment of
dividends and amortization of foreign loans, and
by the great rise which has again taken place in
the value of Argenfine and Buenos Ayres stooks
in this market. I shall now proceed to show what
these resources really consist of.

I cannot do better than quote from the admirable
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and truthful pamphlet published by Mr. C. Frederie
Woodgate, in May this year. He commences by
saying that “One of the most prosperous countries
in the world, and well worthy of the attention of
Furopean capitalists, is the Argentine Confedera-
tion. Bitnated in the temperate zome of BSouth
America, between 22 and 52 degrees of south
latitude, it is in the enjoyment of the very finest
climate, the beanty of which is perhaps only
thoroughly apprecisted by Englishmen on their
yeturn to their own country after a long residence
there.” He then proceeds to describe its provinces,
and what they produce, as shown in the official
exports for 1874, wherein the value is given
as £12,446,485 sterling, against an import of
£10,184,081, exclusive of the value of materials for
railways and public works, free of duty, amounting
to £1,300,000.

The revenue of the National Government is given
as follows (the greater part being derived from
import duties):

Dadiawn.
1968 .. © ... 6,478,082
1864 .. .. 7005328
1865 . .. e B29507]
1866 - B,568,55H
1867 . e 12,040,287
1868 e 12496126
1989 ... ... 12,676,680
1870 vee 14,838,504
1871 vee 12682155 the yellow fover yoar.
1872 .. .. 18172879
1878 .. .. 20,217,231

1874 . 16,090,661 the monolary orisis.
1875 e LT 206,745
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*“The budget for 1876 voted last year by Congress
was twenty million dollara; but by recent decrees
of the Government this amount has hesn reducad
to eighteen millions, and the revenus promises to
ba twenty millions, the same as 1873, as the Custom
House of Buenos Ayres alone had paid in to the
National Treasury from 1st January to 81st March
$3,687,275,15, against $8,245,618,98 at the same
time last year. Twenty millions would be ab the
rate of $11.51 per head of the population, or
£2 Ts. 6d. sterling, and this is exclusive of tha
provineial and municipal taxation,

The npational indebtedness at the same time
(Jannary, 1876), as taken from the Blue Book for
the year 1875, shows the following figures

REsuME, B il
Internal debt 21,082,506,16 dols. Ex: 40}d ... 4,337,054 7 11
Foreign do, 7 hY e LT r
Treasury Bill 3,860,000 dals, Ex: 444 ... BM4%0 6. 8
Ponding olnims under examination .. e 1500000 1]

Total'st the rate of £8 g 6. per bead ... £14468,504 14 7

Upon which Mr. Woodgate justly remarks : * Thig
debt cannot be considered excessive, considering
the revenue and the value of the railways, tele-
graphs, &e., which belong to the nation ; and
nevertheless English bondholders have only lately
been assured that the country would never be alle
to pay the interest and sinking fund. The budget
of 1877 will be presented to Congress this month,
and on its arrival in England the determination of
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the Grovernment to materially reduce expenses will
be manifest. The late Surmiento Government has
heen accused of lavishly spending the proceeds of
the last Public Works Loan of 1871 in ironclads
and armament. This is an unjust accusation. Of
this loan of six millions only five million pounds
have been issued, and the proceeds of this amount
haveall been expended in public works. It is true
that about s million sterling has been spent in
forming a small fleet of the most perfect heavily-
armed vessels afloat for river warfars, and in
providing the army with Remingtons instead of
the old, useless muskets; but this was spent oub
of income, and considering that only two years
ago any of her neighbours could have blockaded
the port of Buenos Ayres and closed her trade—TI
will not say with an ironclad, but with a common
gunboat—and that during the last revolution the
whole of the rebel army under CGteneral Mitre was
beaten by a battalion and a half of infantry armed
with their new rifles, and obliged to capitulate,
T think it must be admitted that Congress was
justified in spending this money; and very little
doubt can be entertained that the recent settle-
ment of affairs with Brazil was rendered easier by
the existence of this powerful little feet.”

These are the leading figures in the case, upon
which the stability of Argentine National Becurities
rest; and I think they must be sdmitted as gatis-
factory, even by the most carping journalist ; but
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behind this array of figures there are other subjects
of great interest embodied in Mr. Woodgate's
report, Firsk I will fake his notice of railways
and telegraphs ;

" Hailways.—In the year 1857 the first railway
was commenced; since then the following have
bieen sonstrocted, or will be finished before the end
of this year, the country being admirably adapted
for them—

Works
commpnesd.  Milea. Pmpriu[q'.lrﬂ.

E - 'rovinoinl Govornment
Western oL R ) 24 B, 1..-':'} ! "::‘L-I' }_':;L:gnf.;: :;_:t“c
Norbhorn .o 1882 . 18 Lendon Company.
Great Sonthern..,, e 1864 . 202 D
Booa nnd Enpenndn ... 1863 ... 37 Da.
Contral Argontine e 1808 ., 245 Iho.
Villa Maria & Rio Coarto 1870 ... 82 National Govermment.
Cordoyn and Tuonman - 1873 .., 336 Do,
Bio Cuarto wod Morcedes 1873 ... 76 National Governmeonk,
Eustern Argenting . 1878 ... 86 London Company.
Buonos Ayrea & Campans 1873 ... 42 London Company.

Total milea .. 1284

of which 644 miles belong to the country.”

“ Telegraphs.—Not only is Buenos Ayres con-
nected by cables with Kurope, but within the last
fow years lines have been constructed to every one
of the interior provinces, and even sacross the
Andes to Chili."

Next comes n review of the Province of Buenos
Ayros, with its multiplied wealth, the tramways of
the city comprising :

p
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¥ Alles Man  Carm  Horees ipior
City of Busnos Ayros 30 851 48 610  Logies o,
Argonting ... 12 187 83 870 Ditta,
Bolprano ... 12 108 20 o6y Native (o,
Lacroro 0 G0 18 199 itko,
Notional ... 12 e R L
Hoea and Barrncnos 100 100 30 300 Native Co.

— e —— —

B3 851 186 2,011

The case of the Provineial Bank is a remarkable
illustration of the growth and prosperity of the
country. Istablished in the year 1853, just after
the expulsion of Rozas, with only a capital of
216,697 hard dollars, the latter had resched
1,793,683 hard dollars in 1863, the first decade ;
16,465,231 hard dollars in 1873, the second decade ;
and 19,152 827 hard dollars {nearly four millions
sterling) in 1875. On the figures given by Mx.
Woodgate, he remarks :

“No writing, I think, could prove more forcibly
the growing prosperity of the conntry; and if the
country at large is getting so rich, the Government,
unless overweighted with debt, which we have seen
is not the case, cannot be in a very bad way.

“The first column shows us that the private
deposite gaining to-day an interest of 6 per cent.
per annum only, when the market rate is 10 to 12
per cent., has increased from £37,490 in 1854 to
£4,005,203 at the end of last December: besides
this amount, we have to add the deposits in all the
country branches. I have not the last returns, but
at the end of 1872 the deposits in the twelve
branches then open amounted to £2,009,3490,
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*The second column shows that deposits gaining
no interest have increased from £88,547 in 1858 to
£897,315 last Decomber,

“The third column shows that the amount em-
ployed by the bank in discounting has inereased
from £87,689 in 1858 to £8,050,785 last December,
and that in December, 1872, it had reached the
large amount of nine millions sterling.

“And, lastly, by the fourth column it will be
seen that the capital of the bank has increased
from .£43,319 in 1853 to £3,850,565 last Decembar,
just half the capital of the Bank of France—a
larger one than that of any English joint stock
bank—and that it is increasing at the rate of
£400,000 to £500,000 per annum. To what extont
the Legislature will allow this eapital to increase,
events will show; but it is clear that the yearly
profits of the bank are even now sufficient to pay
one half the expenses of the provineial government;
or if employed in public works, the drainage and
water works, and even the port, could in a very fow
years be carried out without any other assistance.”

Mr. Woodgate enters at some length into the im-
portant subject of the production of sheep and cattle,
the following extract embracing the whole :

“Our tables show us that 4,500,000 poor sheep
sinee 1852 have produced one hundred and fifty-six
millions, and that the stock to-day cannot be less
than fifty to sixty millions ; and that althongh wa

have been lalling abont two million head of horned
P2
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cattle every year for the last ten years, our stock
is to-day perhaps greater than ever; these are
simple facts.” :

This is supplemented by an official note in
another place, as follows :

“This is fully confirmed by the previous tables,
which show that the Costom Homse valuation
(which may also be considered as the value in the
sountry) of the total exports in 1874, which was
not & good one, was silver dollars -39,413,265, of
which 75.82 per cent. was produced by the Province
of Buenos Ayres, say 20,883,137, The stock of
sheap in 1874 as proved by the export of wool was
40,606,472, and at 35 dollars eurrency or 1.40 silver
dollar each, the yalue was 56,707,660 silver dollars;
and taking the stock of horned cattle as 10,000,000,
their value at 155 dollars eurrency or 5.40 silver
dollers ench, would be 54,000,000, total 110,707,660,
the retarn being 27 per cent.”

The export tables attached to the pamphlet give
the seasons production of wool, from 1852-68 to
1875-T0, beginning with 20,514 bales, and ending
in 215,000 bales, the quantity this year (1876) being
estimated at 20,000 bales extra. Of sheep sking, the
quantities are respectively 1,308 bales and 52,051
boles. These figures are sloquent of progress |

Mr. Woodgate concludes his remarkable state-
ments with a word of advice to Argentine Bond-
holders, and which T ean folly endorse from my
own comparatively Inmited experience :
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“When Argentine Bondholders find, as time rolls
on, that their dividends and drawings are punctually
paid, as they nssuredly will be, notwithstanding
all predictions to the contrary, public confidence
will be restored, and this mode of investing English
capital may possibly merit their attention. In the
meantime, if these pages, written during the voyage
home, should in any way contribute to strengthen
their frust in the country in which T have resided
for the last twenty-soven years, or tend to the
development of its great resources, I shall consider
that my object has been fully attained.”

I will now procead to notice other incidents
which have taken place in the Argentine Republic,
evineing the desire of the people to keep pace with
the times; amongst them the establishment of
cattle shows, and improvements in the breed of
horses, cattle, and sheep, whers much money has
been spent by enterprising estanesiros, both natives
and foreigners, to say nothing of horse races, now
a national institution. There is a society in
Buenos Ayres, ealled the * SBociedad Rural Argen-
tina", which has published its ninth annunal report,
for 1875, consisting of o large folio volume headed
" Beview ," dedicated to the defence of the rural
interests of the conntry, and to the propagation of
a knowledge of agriculture in all its branches.
It is impossible for me to analyse the contents of
this volume, or the numerons subjects trested of,
beyond o cursory allusion to some topics with
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which we are more familiar, such as the breeding
of animals, which swarm on the plains of the
Pampas, particularly in the province of Buenos
Ayres. There is & chapter dedicated to Arab
horses, possessing peculinr interest nt this time,
when European countries are looking to Bouth
America for an augmentation of their supplies for
mounting their cavalry, the wear and tear of which
it is found difficult to provide for in these times of
enormons military orgenization. As T have said,
all nationalities are admitted to compete in the
agricultural and pastoral race, and the honoured
names of Bheridan, Tatham, and Fair are amongst
Hnglishmen best known, in River Plate annals
in this category. During the last half century
many thousands of Englishmen and Irishmen
hiava settled in the province of Buenos Ayres, sue-
cessfully following pastoral pursuits. The volume
alluded to gives a report of the agrieultural show
held in 1875, where the largest number of prizes
appear to have been awarded to Mr. John Fair,
owner of the Espartillar Hstate under the able
management of Mr. Patrick V. A. Reid, which
again heads the list, having carried off the largest
number of prizes at the Exhibition this year, and a
pair of handsome Rambouillet owes was ordered to
be photographed by the society. The following
animals were shown from the Espartillar Estate
last year: six horses, of which one thoronghbred
stallion, called *“Lord Eskdale," took a first prize;
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* Lock Fergus," a half-bred Clydesdale stallion, a
second prize; five pure Lincoln sheep, a silver cup;
five ewes, cross between Lincoln and Merino, silver
cup; and five Rambonillat ewes, a gilver medal.

A society of this kind must be essentially useful
in a country where the area iz so groat, and the
distances so widely asnnder as to render meetings
it some eentral points an absolute necessity, if the
cause of agrioulture is to be effectually promoted.
The capacity of the country for agrieultural and
pastoral pursuits is almost unlimited; and the more
these occupations are extended the greater will be
the facilities for carrying them on, particularly as
riflways make their branches into parts of the
eountry hitherto excluded by distance from par-
ticipating in the more advanced provinces. Pro-
teotion from Indian marauders is of course an
absolute necessity, and with intemal peace there is
the greater chance of this being effected, as also the
Guacho element being kept within proper restraing.
Guachos arve useful enough in their way, but they
should not roam about wildly, alarming peaceful
settlers and perpetrating crimes of the blackest dye.

BATLWAY DEVELOPMENT,.

The best introduetion to this most important
suhject 18 to take the cofficial statement, published
m the Sociedad Rural Argenfina, showing the
comparative statistics between the Western Rail-
woy and others in the province of Buenos Ayres:
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This statement does not include the Central
Argentine Hailway, which formed a prominent
subject in the foregoing narrative. It is situated
in the respective provinees of Bants Fé and Cor-
dova, Rosario being the starting point and the
city of Cordova the terminus—247 miles in length.

Upon the progressive traffic of this railway I
wonld oxll to mind the fact thatthe Central Argen-
tine Bailway is the first railway constructed in the
upper district of the River Plate; and I wounld
therefore flrst endeavonr to show, as fairly as can
be, a comparison between the fraffic originally
estimated at the commencement and during the
earlier stages of the undertaking, and the traffic
as since developed, for which we have in onr pos-
gession reliable data,

The original estimates of Mr. Campbell and Mr.
Hutchinson of traffic between Rosario and Cordova
taken, say for the years 1855, 1860, and 1862, were
as follows : Goods, 18556, 17,686 tons; ditfo, 1860,
18,371 tons; ditto, 1862 16,326 tons; whilst for
the year 1855 Mr. Campbell estimated, or rather
asacertained from relinble sources, that the foll
number of passengers might he taken not to
oxcead 1,500,

During the year 1866, whilst Mr. Robert Ogilvie
was manager at Rosario for the late contractors,
Messrs, Brassey, Wythes & Wheelwright, his atten-
tion was particularly directed to enguire into the
various sources of traffie, and the rates at which it
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might be oomsidered sound policy to commence the
conveyance of goods and passengers, looking for-
ward to the opeming at an early period of the
remainder of the line to Cerdova, and bearing in
mind the peculiar character of the competition, all
goods being conveyed by cart or on the backs of
mules. It may, therefore, now be of advantage
to make reference to.s communication which was
made by that gentleman to the directors in
January, 1867, and where the subject was fully
entered into, We find that he estimated that a
traffic in goods of 39,240 toms per anmum might
fairly be expected, and that this would produoce, at
4d. per ton per mile, o revenue of about £153,000.
With regard to passengers, even allowing for the
period of ten years having elapsed since Mr.
Campbell's report had been taken, it will be found
that Mr. Robert Ogilvie, in 1866, did not consider
that an annual number of more than 3,000 pas-
gengers could be calenlated npon; which, with
parcels, &e., might give an annnal reveoue of
£14,000, or altogether a gross estimated revenme
of £167,000. The rilway was opened throngh to
Cordova on the 17Tth May, 1870, and I would
therefore recapitulate here the actual results,
obtained from the directors’ report to the share-
holders at the 12th yearly general meeting, held
on the 14th July, 1876:
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From the above statements it will be seen that
the estimates of 1866 were very fairly confirmed
during the first five years after the opening to
Cordova. The ordinary traffic, showing an average
of £144,782 per annum, and if the extraordinary
traffic of military transport and material for new
lings be included, an average has been obtamed of
£178,0563 per annum. With regard to the military
traffic, I do mot think it quite correct that the
revenue from this source should be excluded,
because there is no doubt that during the periods
of revolution the company was being deprived of
a large portion of ordinary traffic. And with regard
to the revenue from the fransport of materials for
new railways, I am of opinion that it onght not to
be entirely excluded, if at all, as it is a fair and
legitimate traffic, due to the development of the
conntry, and was one of the original sources of
revenue contemplated in the concession. The con-
clusion, therefore, which 1 come fo in contempla-
tion of the previcus figures is that the railway has,
for the period of five years from the opening to
Cordova, fairly obtained a gross traffic and revenna

greatly in excess of what was ever comtemplated,
and that we are justified in assuming that the means
which have been adopted to obtain that result have
been prudent; and it becomes very problematical,
had lower fares for passengers or rates for cargo
been adopted, whether a greater number of pas-
sengers or fons of goods wounld have been carried,




203 BRAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.

From the autumn of 1868 to May 1872 the
general management of the traffic of the railway
was under the superintendence of Mr. Cooper, &
gentleman who had been previously, and has since,
been connected with the Southern Railway of
Buenos Ayres. His long residence in the country
and kmowledge of the language enabled him to
form probably the most correct judgment with
regard to the means of obtaining the largest
amonnt of traffic and revenue at the least possible
expenss, and to inangurate & policy which T believe
has been in the main carried out by his successor,
Mr. Fisher.

Examining, therefore, the following snmmary :

Pur Annmrs, Averiage B years Avomge §
!El.t'imnh:d Ordinary, ordinney. Eroes,

Q-ﬂ. & nuu.n:_l.l- £ Qoazil. E

Upa.

J000 14000 | 64881 | B4445 |G4881 | B4dds
15800 110837 | 63064 | 143607

£167,000 £144,782 £178,052

m—

Mr. Thomas Brassey, M_F., has lately been over
thiz railway on his visit to South American conn-
tries in his beautiful steam yacht the *Sunbenm,"”
and his report upon it will be received with much
interest. The opening of the Tucuman railway
renders the Central Argentine the main tronk line
between Buenos Ayres and the northern provinces
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of the Confederation, which must greatly contri-
bute to its general traffic, The break in the gango
(the Toenman line being a narrow or metre gauge,
and the latter 5 feet 6 inches, or Spanish one) is
drawback ; but only in a secondary point of view,
causing a change of trucks and carrisges at
Cordova. All South American railways are single,
with double lines and sidings at the prineipal
stations, where the trains pass each other : nor has
this process yet been attended with any accident,
The rate of speed is moderate, but rapid enongh
when contrasted with the former mode of travel-
ling, a8 an instance of which I may mention that
the first trip over the Tacuman line (336 miles) was
accomplished in 20 hours, as against 15 days in
the old style. Indeed, it is not edasy to foresea
the revolution which this new mode of locomotion
must cause m traffic between the capital and its
provinces.

The next railway I have to motice is my old
friend the Great Bouthern of Buenos Ayres, with
which I was formerly connected, and whose steady
progress I have watched with great interest. Tha
following extract is taken from my book published
in 1868 when alluding to “railways in the River
Plate.,” * Next in importance (after the Westarn
Railway) comes the Great Southern, 71 miles in
length, which was made by an English company,
under & Government gnarantee of 7 per cent. on
£700,000, but the capital actually raised was
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£750,000, the contractors taking L£50,000 in un-
guaranteed stock on certain conditions as to their
participation in dividends. The expenditure has
been further increased to mearly £800,000, owing
to additional disbursements for goods stations and
for increased rolling stock. The line was opened
throughout in December 1865, and the traffic has
gone on steadily augmenting, with improved re-
ceipts, the result of the first year showing a net
profit of neawly 8 per cent., the gecond year o
fraction over 6 per cent., and the present year
(15868) promises fair to remch T per cent., guar-
anteed by the Government, when it will be self-
sustaining and free from all the drawbacks neces-
sarily incident to a condition of State aid. This
enterprize Lins a prosperous future. before it. The
great question which remuins to be decided has
relation to an extension further south, or in &
south westerly direction, so as to intercept the
large amount of traflie which still comes forward
by the ordinary bullock carts.” How far this
prospect has been replized I leave the shareholders
to judge. With a continued extension of the Iine to
Dolores, as originally contemplated, and latterly to
Las Flores and Azul, comprising o total distance
of 270 miles, the traffic has gone on augmenting, so
as to pay 8 and 10 per cent. dividend, nor will it
stop there. As railways multiply, the land fra-
versed by them becomes more valuable, population
increases, and the beneficial ramifications are such
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45 can only be fairly estimated by those who pay
elose attention to the subject.

I cannot better illustrate the subject of this
railway than by inserting the following particulars

just supplied me from an official sonree :
Miles
Buenos Ayres to Chascomns, opaned Janm LTy, 180R —rraera b

Altamirano to Laa Flores {Balndo soetion n[u.-n.m] Tﬂl]l_'l. 1871
Ling Floroes section o el Jnno, 1872} .. vew TR

Chascomua to Dholares, apened sk January, jH.-u e BB
Las Florea to Azul, |:||:lr_u|:~|! 1st ..]||.L||J.||.rr-,-'I 1B77 Vi e R

Total ... e 200
The dates of opening are those on which the
respective soctions became part and parcel of the
mein line, and do not indicate the notual day of
approval by the Government. Uommencing in
1866 with a gross annual traffic of £06:3,500, the
following have been the succeeding annual returns
of this property, say—

Year 1867 we  £85,800

1868 99,180

1860 e 124 BB

1870 v 138,880

1871 e 161,952

1872 w 181,208

1873 we 218,181

1874 w  220.R84

1875 354,688
The returns for lHrh ilwu nut yat reached s,
but we may assume that the fignres will be some
£10,000 or £15,000 less than those of 1875, conse-

quent entirely upon the commercial crisis through
Q
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which the country has passed. It must be clearly
understood that no portion of the 1876 receipts
belong to the Azul line.

The entire railway, less some thirty miles, is laid
with steel rails of the best description and with
the Livesey cast iron sleeper, and is withont doubt
one of the best and most substantial permanent
ways in the world. The necessary materials are
already in Buenos Ayres for renewing the remaining
thirty miles with steel, and in a few months the
entira 270 miles will be of steel. The company
possesses 83 powerfnol engines, 117 passenger
carriages, 812 goods wagoons, and 82 brake vans.

The central station at the Plaza Constitution in
Buenos Ayres has long ago proved too small for
the immense traffic of the line, and the company
have in the last fow years mequired some 40 acres
of land, af a little distance from the present ter-
minus, and here they have erected large additional
warehouses, workshops, &o., at a cost of over
£200,000 sterling. All this has been hronght abont
in ten years, and it is quite fair to assnme that the
facilities of transport now afforded by the railway
will bring about an equal development in the next
ten years, for the productive capacity of the district
served is practically nnlimifed. This splendid pro-
perty is owned by an English company, who main-
tain a local committee in Buenos Ayres. The present
manager of the line is Mr. Edward Cooper, who is
& man of preat administrative ability and resource,
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and who has, by his management of this property,
shewn what may be done by an industrial enter-
prise, which devotes itself solely to the develop-
ment of the country it serves—thus conforring im-
mense honefits, and receiving in retnrn a high rate
of interest upon the capital invested. No institn-
tion of the Republic has done more to strengthen
and maintain the credit of the country than has
the Great Southern Railway of Buenos Ayres.

Of the Western Railway less is known than any
other, from the cirenmstance of its being entirely
Government property. Its .origin was s small
suburban line made by Mr, Bragg, in 1853 (now
a partner in the eminent firm of Sir John Brown
and Co., of Bheffield), and at that time there was
Little money or inclination to embark in railway
undertakings.

The success of the Great SBonthern acted as a
stimulant to railway nndertakings, and the West-
ern was continued to Mercedes, then to Chivileoy,
and latterly it has been pushed on to Bragada, a
total distance of about 140 miles, with a branch
also from Mercedes to Lobes of 421 miles. This
railway traverses a rich pastoral country, a portion
being alse agricultural. No regular traffic retume
are published, but it is said to yield a net dividend
of 8f per cent., which must render it a sonrce of
considerable revenue to the Provineial Government.
It has been in contemplation to gell it to an
English company, but the fimes are not wvery

q 2
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propitious for an operation of this kind. Under
existing circnmstances it might be good policy on
the part of the Argentine Government to induce
foreign capital to take up their railways, some of
which would of course require to be accompanied
with n substantial gnarantee until soch time as
they become self supporting. The examples of
the Western line, the Great Southern, the Central
Argentine, and the Northern of Buenos Ayres are
encouraging, as they prove conclusively that trafic
grows as railways are extended, and once estab-
lished they have seldom any retrogression, if only
the conditions attached to them are favourable. It
cannot be expected that every railway constructed
in a new country is to be an immediate success,
nor should railways be entered npon as a mere specu-
lation, of which we have unfortunately foo many
examples; gradusl development, with & due regard
to pecuniary resources, is the only safe principle to
act npon—a consideration that we doubt mot will
have its weight in foture with the Argentine
axecutive. If a werning was wanted in addition
to these pemeral obsgrvations, I might cite the
ease of Pern, where vaunlting ambition to carry the
iron road over the summit of the Andes has led to
an expenditure quite beyond the resources of the
country to bear, great as the. latter have un-
doubtedly been,; and this, combined with the
dishonesty of both Government and people, has
entailed mutional bankruptey.




THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC AT THE
PHILADELPHTA EXHIBITION,

If national exhibitions produced no other result
they are wonderfully fecund in the way of writing;
and in this case the Argentine Republic is répre-
sented by a closely-written folio velumae of 463
pages, with invumerable statistics and various
maps ; the whole comprising o history of the
Republic from the first settlement of the country
by the Spaniards down to the present time: its
natural and culfivated productions; its internel
resources, both commercially and financially ; in
fact, there is everything to be found in the volume
that could present itself to the minds of enguiring
Yankees, satisfy curiosity, or supply information.
This elaborate work is edited by Mr. Richard Napp
and assistants, originally written in German, and
translated into English. In the introducton to
the work it is sfated, after referring to the nume-
rons advantages offered by the ferfility of the
soil, and the productiveness of the Pampas for
animal life ;: * Poubtless Argentine flonr will com-
pete with that of the United States beforo long
in thoe markets of Fastern Somth Americs, and it
will help to provision Burope. Tobacco, oil, flax,
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ete., will soon fignre amonget our articles of cxpor-
tation ; and the increase of the agricultural popu-
lntion will cause the cultivation of the vine, of
eotton, of sugar cane, the raising of* the silk worm,
and the preparations of several dye-stuffs which
abound in this country. A little later on, the im-
mense forests which the Republic possesses will
furnish precious wood for exportation. This nsser-
tion will astonish those who omnly know the
Provinge of Buenos Ayres: but it is far from
being the most favoured by nature, and it might
be said that she has treated it as a step-mother,
were it naturnl produets to be compared to those
of its sisters."

There is much truth in this conclosion, and it
fully justifies what I have contended, that very
little is yet known as to the resources of the
Argentine Republic. Tt would be impossible for
me to give anything like an analysis of this impor-
tant work, so I must content myself with a corrobo-
ration of facts presented elsewhere. It is stated,
as regards the breeding of animals in the Con-
federntion, that the number of horned cattle
15 13,493,000, representing a value in gold of
$84,439,358; horses, 8,060, 331, value $17,602,170;
mules, 266,927, value $719,778; beef, 57,546,448,
value 864,234,869 ; goats, 286,227, value §2,710,756:
hogs, 257,368, value §617,868 ; besides poultry and
numerous other domestic animals. The value of
the above is thus summed up :
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Tielfiars
Hornod Catile . cooownlog BAATER
Shoep : i 'y 24,254,360
Hovaes ... i " 17,602,170
TR SRR B e S V210,778
Ghoa b5 s - (i e 2 710,750
Hogm AR {117,868

Ropressmting ... b m'ﬂa
Or, in storling valus: ... E_,E:Uﬁ_ﬁ,uw

There is no exaggeration in this statement, as
any one conversant with the subject can testify.
Besides the above, which may be fermed the
staple capital of the country, there is the annmal
export of wool, hides, jerked beef, tallow, and
other products resulting from them, constituting
the floating or exchangeable capital, which goes
to pay for goods and merchandize imported into
the Hepublie, and T believe the balance of trade
will soon be largely in favour of the latter. In
addition to the foregoing enumeration, wheat amnd
maize are now being largely cmltivated, and be-
coming articles of export, instead of having to be
paad for to Chili and other countries as formerly.

Bo much has lately been written in reference to
Argentine finances, its revenue, comparative im-
ports and exports. I can only add that the foregoing
roturnz fnlly corroborate the statements set forth
by Mr. Woodgate, and I leave the reader to draw his
own conclusion, whather the resources of the Re-
public are not fully adequate to its responsibilities.
It may require time and forbearance to work every-
thing square, but this+will be done; and the onward
march of events must be in the right direction.




BRAZIL.

As T have before remarked in this review of
occurrences since 1870, Brazil has suffored eom-
paratively little during the financial and monetary
crigis that has passed over the globe. Her great
gtaple trade of coffee has continned good, and
thers has been ne undus speculstion in Rio de
Janeiro, The rise that has lately taken place in
the valne of sogar will greatly relieve the Northern
Provinces, and it is to be hoped lead to a revival
of trade there. The chiof events as regards Brasil
have been the passing of s Blavery Emancipation
Aet in 1871, ond a BHeform: Bill during the lask
gession, under which a new parlinment has been
elected, supposed to be favourable to the Conserva-
tive parky, but likely to contain more of the Ultra-
montans elements. I allude to this in & notice on
the movements of the Vatiean,

The Philadelphin Exhibition has afforded an
opportunity for Brazil to bring her productions
forward, and the visit of the Emperor has given
additional zest to the programme, his Imperial
Majesty having been most cordially received there,
and welcomed throughout the United States. The
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publication of & large volume on the pecasion will
add materially to a knowledge of the resources of
the Empire, and is caleulated to inspire general
confidence therein. His Majesty has since traversed
a considerable portion of Europe, even reaching
Constantinople, now the great scene of political
contention, and wherever he goes he displays the
same activity, combined with intelligent enquiry,
which has rendered his name so famous. It was
reported, on the authority of the Athensum, that
the Emperor was about to publish a book of his
travels; but I cannot, so far, trace this information
to any authentic source. The financial position of
South American countries is now the great question
of the day, and ns regards Brazil T can give the

following very satisfactory summary, lately pub-
lished. The next budget will be promulgated at
the meeting of the Chamber elected under the
new Reform Act, and T believe it will be & full and
frank one, caleulsted to confirm the favourable
opinion entertained as to the financial position of
the Empire.

BRAZILIAN DEBT AND FINANCES.

The Publie debt amounts to (June, 1876) a sum
of £72,013,434, made up as follows :

Foreign Delbst .., e B1EL5 400
Homs Fooded 28,000,000
Floating Debk 23108034

£72,013,454
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Brazil has seven loans (all at Rothschild’s) in
TLondon, which amounted in January, 1876, to the
following sums : -

1852 4% porconta,  £1,210,000 emitted b 95
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1860 8 270,000 . 08
1860 4f FIs000 M
1868 4 oR000000 &8
16666 s A1842000 ., 94
1871 & 5 3,885, (0K " B9
187576 5801200 , 9B
£19,815,400
The original amount of the above seven loans

reached £23,222,000, showing that £8,406,600 has
been already redeemed.
The Home Debt of Brazil is made up as follows :
Government gtoecks, four, fives, nnd sixes £26,000,000

Gold Boads, 6 por cont. : ver 03,000, CHH
Governinent notes and Treasury bills ... 20,000,000
Orphon Fund, &e. ... e 3000, 000

£52, 200,000

The six per cents. are always above par, and
these include almost the whole funded debt; five
per cents. only amount to £2920,000; and four per
cents, to £12,000. About 84 per cent. of the
Home Debt iz held in Rio de Janeiro, § per cent.
in Bahia, and 12 per cent. in foreign countries :

o Bragil .. ... 225,200,000
In England ... w2 100,000
Tn othor coonteios ... 1,700,060

£20,000,000

The credit of Brazil on the London market ranks
almost on a lavel with France, her 5 per cent. stock
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being usually near par. The home paper-money
debt and Treasury bills do not include 4 millions
sterling of bank notes not guaranteed by the State.

The Government paper-money of Brazil was only
seven millions sterling before the Paraguayan war,
but it rose to twenty-two millions sterling in 1869,
and since then has been every year reduced ; being
now about nineteen millions sterling, including
Treasury bills. Besides the Government paper-
money three banks have right of emission, ViZ.,
Bank of Brazil £3,600,000, including £670,000 at
the branches of Pemambuco, Bahis, San Panlo,
Minas, Maranham, Para, and Rio Grande do Sul.

The Bank of Bahia emits £160,000, and that of
Maranham £27,000 ; which, added to the sum for
the Dank of Brazil, make up a total of £3,867,000
in bank emission,

The growth of Brazilian revenue in late years ig
shown by the following figures :

e L e G100 K00
1868 7 EE0, (K0
1878, .. s 12098, 000
-} 7 S 1
The Budget for 1876 showed aa follows :
HEcmirm
Import. dutics ... wr BB 100,000
Export duties ... e 000,000
Podro IT. RR. ... 720,000
Btnmpa ... 2 900,000
Now Lonn Account ... 2,600,000

£18,620, 000
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Exrexses,

Interest London Dbt ... e 1,040,000
Ditto Houee Dobt 1, BA0, 000
Ralwoys and Colonios.. E 240,000
Army ... - 1, GHO, 000
Nav = 1, 280,000
Diocks and Harbours. ... 1,200,000
Cuostom Housa ... e 2 BN (00
Emporor, Parlinment, &I: s 00, 000
Law Conrts e GU0,000
{(Thurahes ond S.chmln H20,000
Forvign afinivs ... 1000 O

£14, 600,000

It may be remarked that the sum of £2,600,000,
derived from the London loan of last year for
£5.000,000 sterling, has been entirely devoted to
making new railways.

BRAZIL AND THE VATICAN.
Nowhere are the demands of the Vatican more
exigeant than in Brazil. There the superior clergy,
in faithful obedience to the mandates of Rome,
unambiguously assert the supremacy of the eccle-
ginstical over the civil authority, which they have
ignored, and even defied. The executive power,
representing the national sovereignty, has not
failed to resist the inadmissible claims of the
church. A serious straggle is therefore now in
progress in the empire, a struggle in which the
priest party are making every effort to establish
a dangerous impertum th imperio, and to subordi-
nate the public interests to those of hierarchy.
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The course adopted by the Vatican in Brazil is
not exceptional. It is that pursued in every coun-
try whose population is devent in its adherence to
the traditions and dogmas of the Romish church.
I do not wish to assail that church, or to call in
question the Articles of Belief peculisr to its com-
munion; but I must frankly deplore that its rolers
should formulate theories of predominance alto-
gether opposed to the spirit of our times. Never-
theless, such is the fact. Far from abating its
pretensions the church is raising them. We are,
indeed, forced to the conclusion that, were its
power equal to ite will, kings, and princes, and
peoples would be again reduced to that condition
of servility to the spiritnal anthority which charae-
terised the darkest periods of the medimval ages.
The Vatican has, in truth, challenged modem
givilization—set iteelf in inexorable opposition to
liberal thought. How the conflict will terminate
may be safely predicted. The Vatican, we are
free to admit, though happily shorn of its former
terrors, is still a potent antagonist ; but it is feeble
in comparison with that overwhelming force with
which it must contend—a force that has grown
into power and greatness under the fostering in-
finenece of extended culture, political freadom, re-
ligioms liberty, and scientific resenrch.

The conflict between Church and State remains
undeecided in the only South American monarchy,
as well as in many of the surrounding republics.
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There, as elsewhere, I am convinced the national
sovereignty will ultimately sustain ifs just rights
against priestly usurpation. But at this moment
there would appear to be some ground for dis-
conragement. The election of members for the
Representative Chamber of the Empire has just
been consummated. The priest party (who have
been most energetic in their canvas, bringing into
active use, from the spiritual armoury at their
disposal, the sccnstomed engines of clerical war-
fare) has, it is stated, sncceeded in procuring the
return of a very formidable contingent, pledged,
without reference to political divisions of opinion,
to vote in support of the objects of an arrogant
episcopate. The English journal of Rio de Janeiro
—The Anglo-Braszilian Times—in noticing this,
remarks: “In the next Chamber of Deputies,
therefore, althomgh the Government will, as natu-
ral, have & large majority, it will be in the presence
of two powerful sections, the one avowedly in
opposition, the other ready to use either party to
advaneo the aims which it holds pre-eminent over
the highest principles of constitutional govern-
ment.”” The Imperial Executive, with great firm-
ness, though with politic temperance, has calmly
vindicated the supremacy of the civil power; and
it is to be hoped that it will continue to manifest
the same determination to sustain the national
sovereignty, notwithstanding the serions pressure
bromght to bear upon it by unserapulous Ultramon-
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tamsm. Much, however, must depend on the
peoplo: themselves, and it cannot be denied that
in Brazil the masses—baing in a great measure
uneultured, even in the most radimentary sense—
arg greatly under the control of their spiritusl
teachers. Fortunately, not a fow of the latter are
aggrieved at the intrusion of foreign Jesuits, salec-
ted to fill the place of preferment to the exclusion
of priests native born. The spirit of discontent
has, too, been materially aggravated by the con-
tempt of the Brazilian priesthood evinced by these
Jesuit fathers. One consequence of this state of
things, is that, in numerous instances, the humbler
Brazilian clergy are somewhat disposed to BY I P~
thise with the assertion of national rights by the
eivil power in opposition to the inflated pretensions
of ‘an unpopular hisrarchy.

Its hostility to freemasonry is the immediata
canse of the contention with the church in Bragil.
In that country certain fratemities have long
existed, nssociated for charitable and friendly
objects. Though quasi-religious in composition,
they form no part of the corporate organization
of the church to whose control they have never
been other than incidentally amenable. Tt so
happened that the members of these brotherhdods
included some who were also freemasons; the
lntter, declining at the bidding of their hishops
to abandon freemasonry, were excommunicated,
and their expulsion from the “ tainted " fraternity
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was insisted upon. Complianee with the episcopal
order being refused, the Bishop of Olinda, in
Pernnmbueo, launched the dread anathemas of the
church, and pronounced an interdict depriving
them of the comforts and privileges of religion,
guspending its most solemn rites and offices. New
fraternities, after the bishop's own heart, were
formed, and civil rights were invaded by the proud
prelate. These harsh proceedings which, as might
be expected, were not regarded with indifference
by the Imperial Government, naturally gave rise to
an appeal by the sufferers for profection from
illegal oppression. Thus invoked, the civil power,
reluctantly emough, was compelled to interfere.
Tts notion was at first limited to remonstrance, but
all remonstrance was in vain. The Bishop of
Olinds emulated the example of the Holy Father.
His only answer to every representation was non
possumus. He was & standard-bearer of the in-
errable church ; he could not lower the flag of an
infallible Pope. It was impossible that he should
concede that the episcopal power was subject to
any other will than that proceeding from Rome.
At last the Bishop of Olinda was arrested on a
charge of treason. When brought to trinl before
the Supreme court he refused to plead, or to admit
in any way the competency of a civil tribunal. His
friends, however, availed of every technical or argu-
mentative ground to avoid sentence, which was
eventually pronounced, finding him guilty, and
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adjndging him to & short term of imprisonment,
The imprisonment of the recaleitrant prelate was
little more than nominal ; it simply amonnted to
detention. He dined, or might have dined, BUmp-
tuonsly every day. Free access was given to his
friends; his communications with the external
world were uninterrupted. He conld not make
good any elaim to martyrdom, which, had - severer
measures been adopted, might have been urged
i his hehalf. The ecivil power, in his formal
inmprisonment, intended solely to vindicate its sn-
premaucy. :

The energy of the Imperial Governmont pro-
duced a corresponding influence on the Vatican,
and a mission to the Pope resulted in a sort of
armistics, which offered, we think, delusive Pros-
pects of foture peace. Withont relinquishing its
pretensions, the church, as represented at KRome,
seemed disposed to suspend their enforcement.
This, at least, was believed to be the case in Rio
de Janeiro, whereat there was much jubilation ;
and, subsequently, the Bishop of Olinda was
released from durance by grace of the Emperor.

I regret to say that at this hour the relations
betwean the civil and the ecolesiastical powers
could hardly be less satisfactory. The Church
is availing of all its resources to render itself
dominant, and the Government has before it a
very onerons conflict. As T have already stated,

the policy of the State in making its defence has
I
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been of a very solicitous and patient character.
How long this temper maey last we cannot guess.
Should the peril become imminent, it is probable
that the civil power in Brazil would have recourse
to more aggressive expedients. If so, the responsi-
Lility will be with those who shall have provoked
reprisals.

Recent events in Venezunela have shown that,
in Bouth Ameriea, the rights of the civil power
ean be asserted with a resolution equal to that at
any time exhibited by the nations of Europe. In
that Republic the executive and legislature have
conenrred in meeting the usurpations of the
Vatican with definnce as shown in a message
addressed to the Comgress, by General Guzman
Blanco, in which he spesks as follows:—

“0itizen Senators and Citizen Depufies,—
In my report of the administrative yoar, which
closed on the 20th February last, I said, speaking
of Archiepiscopal disputes, that the last term
which I had been asked to grant, was in order that,
in conformity with certain indications received from
Rome, Sefior Guevara should present to His Holi-
ness his resignation of the Archbishopric, an act
by which the nsurping policy of the Holy See
believes that Venesuela could alone be enabled to
elect an Archbishop and the Pope autherised to
grant him the faculty to act, all which is to ignore
the soversignty of the country (the whole source
of power whence its prelates derive their jurisdic-
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tion in their Dioceses or Archbishoprics), and is
morgover dinmetrically opposed to the express text
of Articles 16 and 17 of the law of Patronage, in
force since 1824, which literally is ns follows:—

“*fArt. 16. Those designated by the Congress for
the Archbishopric and RBishopries, before they
present themselves to his Holiness throngh the
Kxecutive Government, must make before said
Executive, or the person whom the Executive may
delegate to this end, the oath to sustain and defend
the constitution of the Republie, not to usnrp her
sovereignty, rights, and prerogstives, and to obey
and fulfil the laws, orders, and dispositions of the
Government. Two copies of this oath shall be
drawn up, both to be signed by the nominees, one
of which shall be passed to the Senate, and the
other to the Chamber of Deputies, to be kept in
their respective Archives.

“tArt. 17. As soon as the nominees have mada
the preceding ocath they may enter into the exer-
cise of their jurisdiction, the Executive summoning
the ecclesinstical bodies to this effect, buf they
shall not enjoy the emoluments of their office
until the Pope shall have confirmed their nomi-
nation,'

“The term granted terminated the 19th of
April ; but, as the Pope’s Nuncio in Santa Do-
mingo notified to me, on the 20th, that on the 21st
he would proceed to Trinidad, in order to obtain

the resignation of Sefior Guevara, in conformity
n'd
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with the instructions he had just received, T jndged
it advisable thet I should make & new and final
offort, and await the resnlt of the conference
between Monsignor Roceabocetria and the KEx-
Archhishop.

4 YVestorday I received the official intimation
that Sefior Guevara rvefuses to resign, and 1 am
also informed {hat the Nuncio has not the power
to oblige him to resign nor to remove him.

‘i Bneh being the situation, all diplomatic means
of settling the Avchiepiscopal dispute are ez-
hansted, and it must not be transmitted nnsolved
to the next Government without cxposing it, as
well as the national canse.

"]il,'.'l'll[{!H!ﬂﬂ-:iI]]{ ag I do that cause by virtue of
the reiternted vote of the hution, as responsible
before history for the consolidation of the work of
April with which the people have charged me, and
with the full convietion that our enemies, cloaked
under the name of the religion of Christ, wounld
change the splendid future which we are labouring
for in our country's behalf for that dark past which
fanaticism would render frightful in the future, I
agk you with full convietion, and assmming the
most welcome responsibility of all, that to fulfil
mny mission I have taken npon my name to pass i
law which shall declare the church of Venezuels
independent of the Roman Episcopate; and ask
that you farther order that parish priests shall be
slected by the faithful, the bishops by the rectors
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of parishes, the archbishops by Congress, returning
to the usage of the Primitive church founded by
Jesus Christ and His Apostles.

*Buch a law will not only resolve the elerical
question, but it will be besides a grand example
for the Christianism of Republican America hin-
dered in her march towards liberty, order, and
progress by the policy, always refrograde, of the
Roman Church ; and the ecivilized world will see in
this act the most characteristic and palpable sign of
advance in the regeneration of Venesuela."

# Fuzay Braxco.
“ Caracas, Jth May, 1876."

The Congress responded to the President of the
Btate in language even more emphatic. From its
reply T extract as nuder :

“ [Mustrions Amerienn, Prosident of the United
Btates of Venezueln.

U The Legislative Chambers, assembled in Con-
{Fress, have considered with |1:L1.r'ln1.i£! intorest the
important message communicated to them throogh
the Ministry, under date of the Bth instant, updn
the Archiepiscopul guestion.

“ Congress sees, with profound displeasure, that
the Roman See refuses to sabisfy the just desires
of the people of Veneznela upon the grave question
which we are engaged in debating, through the
fanlt of o Prelate, false to his duties ns o priest
and o patriot, and who dares to insist upon the
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right to over-ride that national sovereignty, which
we exercise, a8 an independent and free nation,
“The country knows, noble American, that with
wisdom snd prudence you have endesvoured to
concilinte the interests of Venezneln with the
capricious demands of the Roman Hee, as far as
our nalional dignity, the majesty of our institu-
tions, and the Ligh doties which the revolution of
April imposed upon you, have permitted ; and thus
the members of this Congress, founders of this
glorigus epoch of National Regeneration, convinced
of the justice which assists Venesuela in this
dispute, and inspired with the convietions of their
constituents, which repel all foreign intervention,
do not Lesitate to associate themselves with ¥, E.
to. fight in this last battle (all diplomatic efiorts
having failed) ngainst the Roman See, in the name
of modern civilization and our national sovereignty.
‘“ Faithful to our duofies, faithful to our con-
vickions, and fuithful to the Holy Dogmas of the
religion of Jesuns, of that great Being who conse-
erated the world's freedom with His blood, we do
not hesitate to emancipate the Church of Venesuela.
from that Episeopacy which pretends, as an in-
fallible and ommnipotent power, te ahsorb from
Rome the vitality of & free people, the beliefs of
onr conseiences, and the noble aspirations and
destinies which pertain to us as component parts of
the great human family.
“ Congress offexs to Y. E. and will give you all
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the nid you seek to preserve the honour and the
rights of our nation, and announces now with
patriotic pleasure that it has already commenced
to elaborate the law which Y. E. asked it to frame.
“ Rely upon our patriotism, and upon our loyalty
to the great principles of our democratic Republic.
i Bigned,—
“T. V. Guevasb,
' Proaldont of Gongress snd of the Senale.
U Epvanno Cancaxo,
" Prosidest of tho Chnmber of Depotioe
* Together with the Vice-Presidents and Secre-
taries of both Chambers.
* Carnens, 166k May, 1576."

Truly these are “‘great words,” but the mulers
of Venezuela did not allow energetic deeds to wait
tardily on donghty phrases. 'Without delay a decres
wis issued, in which the jurisdiction of the Boman
episcopate was repudiated, and the church in Vene-
suala declared to be national and fres. 1 will alose
this chapter by quoting the concluding paragraph
of an article on this subject which appears in The
Brazil and River Plate Mail: * What Henry VIII.
did for England, Guzman Blanco, with higher mo-
tives, is doing for Veneznela. To cast off allegiance
to the Pope, to repudiate the supremacy of the Vati-
can, and to create an independent national chureh,
surely these are events of no mean importance,
and we marvel to reflect that they should hove
tl,ll!:l:l!l‘l.']it].“r' L'Hi.::ll,]mﬂ the attention of the jL‘rU.Iﬂu].EI
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of this country, whose people must sympathise so
greatly with the landable effort this South Amen-
can Republic is making for its disenthralment from
the depressing influences of Papal control. We
hail these occonrrences as o palpable indication of
the regeneration of Yenesuela, and we are disposed
to believe that & new era has been inpugurated for
the Bouth Americen continent. Ib is not to be
supposed that the grand example of Venezuels will
fail to find emnlation in the sister Hepublics, whers
the burden of the clerical yoke is each day becom-
ing more intolerable and oppressive."

BANEKING INSTITUTIONE IN THE RIVER
PLATE.

It has been shown in this narrative how sne-
cessful banking operations in Buenos Ayres have
been up to a very recent period, and it is diffioult
to conceive how in & few years the Provineial
Banlk, virtually cstablished as snch in 1853, with
vory slonder means and no propriefary interest,
ghould have sceumulated a eapital of nearly four
millions sterling to December last year, as described
by Mr. Woodgate. The explanation may be found
in the fact that it is simply & huge savings bank,
protected by fiscal privileres, and possessing almost
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r monopoly of the currency, charging whatever
rate of interest the directors think proper, with
perfect immunity from loss, enabling it to sweep
away any assets of debtors before otler ereditors
can come in at all, Naturally enongh, in o country
where the best seourities were only discounted ot
1% to 18 per cent. per annum, large profits” ware
realized as trade and commerce increased, but ab
the expense, in & great measure, of the trading
community. Private banking against snch a mo-
nopoly was' diffieult to earry on; buot individuals
engaged in discounting bills were for a long pericd
enabled to compete with the Provincial Bank, and
to derive a share of the profits on such transne-
tions—running & risk, of course, whenever they
came in contact with that institution in the case
of a defaulting debtor. Under such circumstances
the encouragement for foreign capital to be em-
ployed in promoting and auwgmenting the com-
merae of Buenos Ayres wos small ; but in 1863 the
London and River Plate Bank, with its domicile
in London, made & successful start, and took a
large share of business that had previously been
earried on through private channels, such as the
discounting of bills and malking advances on pro-
duce. For severpl years lorge profits were made
and good dividends paid to the shareholders; bnt
when once a commercial and financial crisis nrose
the bank counld no longer employ its funds either
safely or profitably, owing to the fiseal privilege
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enjoyed by the Provincial Bank, and they conse-
quently had to remain with more or less a dormant
capital. It was only recently that the full effect of
these drawbacks were fully realised, and no dividend
was esrned from the last half-yenr’s working., Con-
sequent on the snccess of the London and River
Plate Bank others followed, such as the Argentine,
the Italinn, the Belgian, German, and the private
bank of Wanklyn & Co., recently converted into
the Mercantile Bauk of the River Plate, with a
London board ; the oldest bank, that of Mana,
being nearly contemporary with the Provineial,
Finally, in 1878, the National Bank was formed
by order of Congress, with a capital of twenty
millions hard dollars, of which the Government
subscribed for two millions, and the shares were
run up to a high preminm.

The competition naturally crested by so many
new banking establishments reduced matarially the
traditional rate of interest, and profits fell accord-
ingly ; but the great blow they received was from
a long series of trade failures, dating as far back as
1873, resulting in a loss, as already shown, of some
ten millions sterling. To the commercial body, the
object of these observations is not so much & re-
capitulation of past events as to show the injurions
tendency of the fiscal privilege enjoyed by the Pro-
vingial Bank, which places all other banking institu-
tions at an unfair advantage with the favoured one,
and must eventually drive foreign capital from the
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Plate, Reverting to the London and River Plate
Bank, its case has been strongly illustrated by pro-
ceedings of the Governor of Santa é, with which
most people are familiar, it having received additional
importance from the following letter of President
Avellanedn addressed to the said governor.
“Toenman, Nov. 0th, 1876.

*To Governor Haye, Santa F.

* My Denr Governor,—I have received yonr favonr of
yostendoy relative to our conversation about the petition of
Rosnrio merchnnts, and I folly agres with you that it s the
business of the Baata Fé Legrislnture to sctilo & question involving
the trade intervats of tho principal mackots of the Repuhlic,
We may nlso fuirly hopo that the Legislntore will be as fuvonr-
ably diyposed as yoor 1']::!2'\1]]]|.~|:|L=:,' EXTUSRCH _-,-uurm‘lf townrds tho
petition for modifying those measuros that bave no longer any
“runsion dokoe.”

* Fisgnl ]:-L'i.'lu"i]l"gl"s-. B yORr thl.:"r.-lln_-,-' 1.r.r|.'|:,' obsorves, nre nok
withont precedont in oor coihtry ; bat thoy can nover be necepted
ns o aystem of CCOTOMY ; TOF &g '.|:|1!J.' ndmitded in any conntry
worthy of imitation, on tho scale here given to thom, The
greatest favoor concodod to any speainl bank is the right of
IEESI 0T smhjoct o certuin Hl:ilml.u.t:'l:-ns: with tho Governmant.

“ Outside the Argouting Ropublic: we can nowhero find fiscal
privilagea such as the old Roman aod Spanish codes H'I-I.[I]N:d-ﬂll
for one institation to recover its crodits in prefarenco to all othors,

*Morgover, bear in mind that the provines of Banta Fé, with
ity flonrishing sgricoltural colonies and steady influx of sattlors,
18 ‘_-'.I.Il."'.'li[l]]_}' intareated in onconmging nn inflox of ‘“”'P{"“! from
abroad and the protection of wlmt is already bore, if we woold
not nullify ‘the good offects of the energy and intelloct wall
directed of s0 many stotesmen aond privete individusls, Tho
maintenonee of fiscal privileges will ‘be fatal to all PrOETeRE,

beganse it 15 a constant moenaes to eapital, proventing it profit-
abla investment

# Amother consideralion wo shonld nover loso sight of i thin z
cxpericngs shows that all sound policy and economical seionoe i
based on liborty, whosa offects sre alone fasting, Restriction nnid
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monopoly cnn only give some  oplomeral advantags  which
quickly disappoass, leaving un inheritance of painful doeoption.

“Tho principle of mspoct for snthority, so cssential 1o ali
eivilieod countries, is nob weakenesd by the teinmph of fros inski-
Lotions, bk tln-i.l:l.hl._'f 'in'l‘iﬂ'l'ﬂ'ﬂll}t‘ll bhecntse 10 a lmited rl-]:lhﬂﬁl' ol
nction it may bo developod with the greater onorgy whenovor tha
OCOASION POqUiTes.

* Apmin begging your Excellency to necept the assurance of

my high esteom, Y1 raminin

Y NicioLis ATELLANEDA."

It is obwvious from the tencr of this letter that

the views of the President of the Republic are in
accordance with those of all enlightened nations,
and that to bolster up a native bank by giving it
fiscal privileges over all others is to deaden the
gense of individual responsibility, and fo render
traders callous in the engagements they enter into ;

knowing that if anvthing goes wrong their assets
are swept away by one bank, and the rest of their
preditors left in the lurch.  Such legislation is only
worthy of worn out ecountries, like Bpain, not
applicable to a young and rising state, where all
institutions should be on a perfect equality in the
eye of the law, and the greatest possible facility
afforded to the inflox of capital in every shape
and form. Until this change takes place foreign
capital is placed at a disadvantage, and will in all
probability be withdrawn. These remarks are
applicable to both sides of the River, though af
Monte Video it relates more to the right of issus
than to fiscal privileges ; nor is there any Nationnl
Bunk in the * Queen City," as it is called.




THE REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY,
COMMOKLY CALLED

THE BANDA ORIENTATL.

The phases through which this little State has
passed of late years are so many and so varied ns
to render any sunccinet aecount of it quite unin-
telligible, During my visits in 1868 and 1870
things were bad encugh, as will be perceived by
details then given, but they have been mndh worse
since. In 1871 a six per cent. loan was obtained
in London, throngh the agency of Messrs. J.
Thomson, T. Bonar, & Co., for £3,360,000, st the
favourable price of 721 and it was confidently
expected, from the position of Monfe Video at
that time, with the largely increasing Custom
House receipts, that an era of political quietude
and of commercial prosperity had set in. Un-
happily the smne spirit of insubordination and
muanin for revoluion again broke ont, and gradually
all relapsed into anarchy. For a time the dividends
on the loan were regularly paid, but at the com-
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mencement of last yenr they cessed altorother, nor
has anything since been paid, though promises are
held out that something in this way will soon be
forthcoming. The dietatorship of Colonel TLatorre
has, at all events, been suceessful in the main-
tenence of peace, which is something to boast of ;
but it will take time to re-establish confidence.
Monte Video has passed through the same com-
mereial and financial criges as Buenos Ayres; but
there is nothing to prevent it rizsing again, if only
the people will abide by the law as established, no
matter under what head or title. What is termed
the dictatorship of Colonel Latorre iz a firm,
though o mild one, such as any loyal citizen may
submit to ; but whether it will suit the temper of
the Orientals for any length of time remains to be
sgen. That Urmgney is & fimitfol and productive
country every one admits ; its geographical position,
too, being one of the finest in South America ; yet,
without peace and quietness, all these advantages
are lost. A considerable amount of English capital
hes been embarked there, which at present is quite
unproductive. I allude partieularly to railways, of
which several have been projected and partly
carried oub, but only one completed, called the
Central of Urugnay, from Monte Video to Durazno,
n distance of 135 miles. It was first established as
 local company, having ite domicile on the spot,
but this has been found to work so badly that a
change has been made, in the formation of a
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London board, and the whole afinir reconstretad.
The lines are all guaranteed seven per cent. by the
Government, which up to the present time is
inoperative, as nothing is paid. The traffic on the
Central Uroguay is not unpromising, and, with &
return of commercinl prosperity, it may he rendered
self-supporting. At present great difficulties have
to be overcome.

Monsieur Vaillant, n resident of Monte Video,
has devoted much labour to show the favourable
nature of Urngusyan resources and the productive-
ness of the country: but figures alone do not
inspire confidence. They must be supported by
facts showing the willingness of the peaple to
submit to law and fo maintain order, BSo far this

desirable element of progress has not been visible,

nor the desire manifested to stand well in the
sstimation of Europe. In many respects Umguay
has advantases over her opposite neighbour, from
the ciroumstance of its constitufing one compaet
Btate, without responsibilities beyond its own
territory, which is bordered by Brazil, and many
people think it would be an advantage for the
Banda Oriental to be joined to Brasil, but national
jealousies will never permit this to be carried out.
The line of demarcation between the Spanish and
Portuguese races is one too stromgly drawn to
admit of friendly unien, nor would the exercise
of force be desirable, even if of proctical realiza-
tion. The Platine States arve ns separated from
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the: Brazilinn monarchy as if the chain of the
Andes interposed between them, and so it will
probubly continne for centuries, a8 it has done in
the past. Monte Video holds in some measure
the key to Platine States, and it is for the interest
of nll others concerned in them that she shonld
exist as an independent one. Internal tronbles
are of their own creating, and have little to do
with external political inflnences.

The last subject T have to notice is that of Para-
guay, the unhappy victim of the lawless mbition
of one man, who paid with his life the misery he
bronght on his country, leaving it almosat & barren
wiste—sno far ng population is concerned. The
attempt to resuscitate it by an infusion of Englsh
capital is too fresh in the minds of many sufferers
to require illustration, nor is the true history of
those transactions yet bronght to light, in spite of
enquiries before a committee of the British House
of Commons, After the examples supplied by
Honduras, Costa Rica, and other similar swindles,
muoh cannot be sadd as regards the infatustion
that existed in regard to Paragnay. With internal
peace and industry the country may become self-
snpporting, but beyond that little can ba looked for
in this generation.




THE AMAZON VALLEY AND ITS COM-
MERCTAT, FUTTURE.

To the peoples of Eurcpe, and to the vast ma-
jority of our own counitymen especislly, the
Amazon is little more than s geographical ex-
pression.  If asked to mention the name of the
largest river in the world, many might doubtless
indicate the meajestic Amazon, and the hetber
instructed might even furnigh some mengre par-
ticmlars as to the course and volume of the great
river ; but very few indeed are possessed of real
information as to the vast natural resources of the
immense regions drrigated by its waters, and
traversed by the numerous affluents that pay it
tribute. Yot the day is not far distant when the
Amazon besin will become a centre of nctive and
important commerce, and when busy and influential

populations will aggregate where now the solitudes
;|
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of the primeval forest are unbroken by those sounds
. familiar to civilization and human progress. The
indications of materinl development, though not
obtrusive, and hardly noticed by the daily records
of onr time, are nevertheless obvious to more
careful observers, and too significant to be long
ignored.

The Amazon takes its rise in the Andes, within
100 miles of the Pacifie, and flows to the Atlantic
Ocean, after a course of 3,050 miles. It passes
through Peruvian territory for a distance of 1,800
miles, entering Brazil at the western limits of the
Province of Amazonns. Having entered the torri-
tory of the Empire, with the proportions of a
first-class stream, and navigable even for sailing
vessels of considerable tonnage, the Amazon rolls
on in fluvial grandenr for the remainder of its conrsa
to the sea, where it disembogues almost under the
pguator, pravionsly dividing into two branches, of
which the northern is by far the broadest.. The
rapidity of the stream varies, but it is usually
about four miles an hour, at least, during the rainy
genson. Im the dry season the flow i less im-
petuons, The influence mpon the ocean of the
entrance of so large a volume of water as that
of the Amazon is very marked. When the tide
begins to ebb—it is felt as high as the town of
Obydos, 400 miles from the mouth of the river—
and the retreat of the sea~water giving free way to
the arrested current, the latter pours out with
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mugmented foree into the ocean.  Near to the land
16 encounters the strong current which runs along
the north-eastern cosst of Brazil. Coming into
contact with great violence, it is stated the waters
risg to.a height of 180 fest. The shock is s0
dreadful that the neighbouring islands tremble, and
fishermen and navigators fly from it in the utmost
terror and alarm.

The valley of the Amazon is level, and comprises
one-third the entire extent of Brazil, The climate,
thongh of course tropical, is nevertheless salubrions;
and its virgin soil is extremely prolific when bronght
under culiivation. Af present the commerce of the
Amazon is almoet exclusively confined to articles
of spontaneons production.

The tributaries of the Amazon, many of them
of greater size than any of the rivers of the Oild
World, form o net-work of fluvial communication
of the most comprehensive charactar, and afford o
nattral highway for the commerce of the greater
porfion of the Bouth American continent.. The
Rio Cassiqniari establishes a navigable sonnection
between the Oronoco and the Rio Negro, one of
the most important of the Amazonian affluents,
and nearly all of the Bouth American Republics,
holding territory shedding its waters in the * great
mein of rivers,” are deeply interested in every
enterprise caleulated to promote the development
of the resources and capabilities of the mighty

gtream. But this is especially the case as regards
5.2
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Brazil and Bolivia. As we have already noted,
the Amazon bagin comprehends two-thirds of the
whole Empire, and Bolivia must confinue to be
isolated and commercially impotent until it can
anceend in utilizing its riverine approaches to the
Aflantie Qeean.

On the Tth of Beptember, 1867, the Brazilian
Government, easting aside the exelusive and narrow
traditions inherifed from the Porfuguess, declared
the Amazon open to the ships of all nations, and
this enlightened and liberal policy has not been

_unproduetive of beneficial results. The nverine
trafie, stimulated by increased steam navigation,
has attained more important proportions, and a
powerful English company, owing its origin to
the Viscount de Mand, with a large capital,
carries on & growing business on the Ama-
zonian waters. It has a good many steamers, and
enjoys o subsidy from the Imperial and Provincial
Governments, The full extent of the commerce
of the river does not appear in the published
gtatistics, but the figures accessible are full of
promise, and the trade of this magnifieent valley
is capable of almost nnlimited extension.

We are glad to observe that another step in the
direction of mercantile progress has been taken
in the formation of an Amazon Tug and Lighterage
Company, which has despatched recently to Para
two stenmers and six lighters for the navigation of
the river. One of the steamers—the Villa Bella—
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iz o magnificent paddle steamer, of more than GO0
horse-power, constructed for the purpose of towing
five of the lighters, fully laden, against the stream,
at an aversge speed of seven knots an hour. This
steamer, we learn, is also furnished with the mosb
complete appointments for the conveyance of pas-
gengers, which is the more necessary, &8 owners
are. generally in the habit of accompanying their
own produce. The contract for her construction
was signed by Mr. E. J. Heed, late Chief Con-
structor of ‘the British Navy, Referring to this
subject, the Anglo-Brasilian Times remarks as
follows :—* The success of the new system adopted
by this company has been already proved by the
efficient working of the company's steamer * Theo-
tonio’ and two lighters, which commenced opera-
tions lnst year, and we hail this new and powerful
addition to the company's fleet (which now consists
of three steamers and eight schooner lighters,
capable of carrying an aggregate of 2,600 tons) as
the opening up of a new and more prosperous ers
to the vast provinces of Para and Amazonas, which
have received no such addition to the navigation of
their almest illimitable water highway since the
Brazilian Government in 1867 declared the Amazon
free to the flags of all nations.”

The most considerable tributary of the Amazon
is the Rio Madeira. It falls into the former at a
point 900 miles from the Atlantic, and is over 2,000
miles in length. Tt receives the waters of the
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Mamoré and the Beni, the first of which rises near
the sources of the Paraguay, in the Chuquisacan
Cordilleras, while the latter criginates somewhere
in the vicinity of Lake Titicaca. Both traverse
the most inhabited and fortile rerions of the Re-
public of DBolivia, for whose exports they would
furnish a natural outlet, at once fucile mnd inex-:
pensive, were it not for the interruption of a series
of eataracts or rapids, which prevent navigation,
gave by camoes. Hven these descend and ascend
with much diffienlty, labour, and danger. At some
points the canoes have to be faken out of the water
and dragered along the margin for long distances.
It is probable that the work of removing those
rapids by canalization would be too costly to be
undertaken at the present moment. The Govern-
ment of Bolivia, principally concerned in securing
a free navigation, is too impecuniouns to undertake
such a task, and the prospects of return are not
suffisiently prompt to induce capitalists to find the
necessary money. Bub a line of railway has been
projected to aveid the rapids—bwenty in number—
by connecting the navigation above and below ; and
although the realization of this enterprise has been
delayed, in consequence of litigation in the English
courts, there are now reasonable grounds that the
works will be earried on to complation without
forther impediment: I, of course, refer to the
Madeira and Mamoré Railway, the capital for which
was raised in England ‘in the form of a loan to the
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Bolivian Government, whose policy in the inception
of the scheme is certainly sufficiently intelligible;
but it is not so easy to understand the grounds on
which, later on, it appeared desirous to join with
short-sighted bondholders in frostrating an enter-
prise so intimately identified with the vital interests
of the Bolivisn nation. Under existing circum-
stances, the commeres of Bolivia has to sunmonnt
the mgged summits of the Andes, merchandize
being carried on the backs of mules or llnmas, the
only beasts of burden that can travel with safety
the dangerous paths alone available for mercantile
trangit from the Bolivian interior to the Pacific;
and even when the Pacific is reached, the stormy
passage round Cape Horn has to be made hefore
the markets of Europe are attained. Exchanges
with the Old World, owing to the cost and toil
necessarily entailed by this luborious and slow
conveyance, are limited to articles of small bulk,
but great value; none other would pay for the
transit in and ont of the country.  When, how-
ever, the rapids are practically obviated by the
construction of the proposed Madeira and Mamoré
Railway—of which Colonel G. E. Church, am
American citizen, has been the principal promoter
—there con be no doubt that Boliviin commerce
will almost Luiuhiwl}r flow towards its natural
chanuel, and, in the words of & recent traveller
in the Amazon Valley, ** the virgin wenlth of these
comparatively unknown regions e poured into the
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lap of the Old World neross the Atlantic, inatend
of over the Andes.” The same writer observes:
“The affluents of the Madeira are legion, some
of them splendid rivers. All kinds of timber, most
of the useful and precious metals, and sewveral
kinds of valuable stones sre found on or near ifs
banks; and although its course at present lies
through the heart of savagedom, the mind in-
voluntarily looks forward to the time when a
teeming population will flonrish upon its banks
in civilized prosperity.” Before passing from this
topie, wo cannot in justice abstain from com-
mending the persistence and energy manifested by
Colonel Chureh in conmection with this important
enterprise. He has confended ngainst strenuous
opposition, and encountered diffieulties that must
ingvitably have broken the determination of =z
man' cast in weaker monld. Those who should,
with intelligent regard for their own interests, have
been amongst his firmest friends, hayve offersd him
the most serious antagonism ; but he has, we are
happy to say, been successful in his efforts for the
vindieation and realization of a project worthy of
the support of all who desire to help the march of
commercs and eivilization.

The chief tributaries of the Amazon are, on the
right bank, the Javari, Purus, Madeira, Tapajos,
and Tocanting ; on the left bank, the Napo, Jua-
pura, Rio Negro, Jamunda, and Orixamina: There
are many others of lesser magnitude. The Indians
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on the banks of these great strenms, which are
covered with vast forests, are mostly in & state of
nature, and in many cases dangerous of approach
by white men. They live on the spoils of the
chase, or upon products spontanecusly yielded in
regions where they inhabit. With the succulent
tropical fruits, the great variety of game, and the
sulubrious climate, the Amason valley is in truth a
paradise for the indolent man; there he ean main-
tain life almost without an effort. Many of the
aborigines are, however, engaged in collecting
india-rubber, cacno, sarsaparilla, castanha nuts,
balsam copaiba, and aromatic gunms.

Mr. J. W. Dowsing, in a communication ad-
dressed to the President of Pard, observes as
follows i—

To expatisto upon the beanty, eapnhbilitios, and resonrces of
tlvr nomeroun streams tribotary to the great basin of the Amazon,
th conntry margining these stroams, the geueral chamotoristics
of the inhabitants, &c, wonld invite and justify o voluminoos
report, 1 will content mysolf, however, with o fow reflactions
upon the brillinat futare that nwaits this nvonred country. My
investigntions disclose that the valloy of the Amazon is ono
immenso forest of valuable timber, woode of the finest groin,
and suesoptible of the highest polish; adapted to eabinot pur-
poses,  For boilding vessels: there ave mo woods om the enrth
eyual to thoss grown in the valloy of the Amazon.

This is tho conntry for indinrobbor, samaparills,  balsam
copaiba, gum copal; animnl and vegetabls wox, cocom, cuatan
nuts, sApnois nuts, tonkn benns, ginger, black peppor, srrowroot,
anpetio, indigo, dyes of the gnyest oolonrs, and drugs of rarest
modieinnl virtucs.
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Thesn immense foreste ara fillod with gooe, and all the rivers
and' lakes aro fillod with fish and tartle.

Tha olimnte of this country is solobrious and the tamperstoro
most ngreeablo.  The direct mays of the sun are tempered by o
constant east wind, Inden with molsture from the ocean, so that
one never guffaes from cither heat or cold. T fonnd the nights
invariahly eool enough to wse blankets.

The Brasilian city of Fard is the principal
emporium of the growing traffic of the Amazon.
It is built on the eastern banks of a wide river,
formed by the confluence of the Rio Tocantins
with the Tagopurie, or southern arm of the
Amazon. Opposite the town the latter is seven
miles in width, and this extensive sheet of water
containg numerous low and well-wooded islands,
The pavigable channel is winding, and generally
of no considerable breadth, so that the approach of
vessels is somewhat tedions. On the south side is
the river Guama. The streets arve laid out in blocks,
and commonly run at right angles. The population
is & motley mixture of Brazilians, Portuguese,
aborigines, negroes, and cross-breeds of every
deseription. The cathedral is the principal edifice
and has a fine appearance. The other public
buildings, with the exception of the college, are
without architectural merit, though some of them
are of large dimensions. It is lighted with gas by
an English company. The exports are exceedingly
diversified, and are bronght from all parts of the
Amazon Valley. Tt was founded in 1615.

The Rev. Stuart Clough, who, as the sgent of
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the Sonth' American Missionnry Society, lately
wisited the Amazon Valley, on a mission of inquiry,
gives an interesting picture of the social aspects
of Pari as presented to & stranger. We guote
agnnder :—

Tha Roa da Belom facos the river, the ground foors being
mn.i.'n]}' |.l|.'t||l'|:li.-|:|3 I.r:. :lElj;l-L']:mhl:m:r:l. indinrubbear nnd liiTﬂTl.LL"II
stores, tho Intior oxholing anything but an sgroesble cdour,
eapecially to o now armival from thoe pure breezes of the cooan.
Here 18 the Alfandega or Custom Hoose, no ondignified-looking
building, with piles of smoll groon cases outside, which I learned
were full of gin, & spirit largely imported and sent up tho mver
to tho robler plantations,  The peor Indisn is so fond of this
bevernge that tha tomptation to gob drunk wpon it when eireum-
stances ndmit is too strong to be resisted.  Just past the Custom
House i ono of tho cntrances to tho marked place, an open
pquare surtonnded by a collonade, and which in early mom
presents o lively and intorosting nppearance, most of the female
slaves, both black and mixed Indians; being there mmbod
to make parchnses or indolge in bousshold gossip, or andibly
discngs the virtoes and fuilings of their respeotivo mistresms, A
white, woolly-headed dame, with s chintz gown open to hee
waist, arms akimbe, and small basin on ber erown, stendn with
pursed lips, while o youthfol memboer of hor own sox and eoloar,
rejoioing in & spotless.-white, neatly.ambroidered petticont, vndor
i low black dress, opens her hoard npon samethiog of personal
importance.  Evory moment she mokes s ooquettish armngo-
ment of her triple necklooe, or shifts the ' bracelots  which
almost reach ber elbow. A row of dusky Indics wit with their
backs to the waoll, puffing sway ot carved, wooden-stemmed,
rod-bowled pipes, now and then econdescending to sl thoir
wares, which consist of n stock-in-trade a hat might hold, In
tho middle of the square’ars heaps of pineapples, guovas, ba-
nonns, aod _-,1:!|!|.'l1l.' caenos,  fid MANY other LﬂhEIil:'-‘.’lJ friails with
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whose names nnd hnmm, I supposs, I'shall become acqonintod
ére long.  Indian women do nod possess the suppleness of fgnm
and geninlity of the negress; tho latter gonornlly having o morry
fioe, twinkling oye, and good display of teeth, while the former
wear o quist, sobdoed, pensive lopk, Perhaps the very nbmenes
of thooght may impart this expressiom, ot I cbserve several
hove their oyes downeast, and thongh possessing o etatsly
carrings, woll doveloped frame, and their bare shonldors
exhibiting n skin of the finest texture, they seem too absorbed
to participate in the happiness onjoyed by everybody else
nronmd,

It iz with difficulty that Pard resists the em-
croachments of the primeval forest, of which
Mr. Clough fornishes the following impressive
description :—

Mo tongus or pen con ndequotely describe the glories of a
Brazilinn forest, Vogotation is upon such s eolossal geale that
the eye searcoly knows whero to: linger mest.  Hero tecming
nntnre hns grooped in pictoresgoe confosion an endless varicty
of plants pnd trees, all struggling for light and Hife; and amid
the bewildering chaos of splendour the mind wondering wan.
dors on till lost in sstonishment, admiration, and pradse. Hers
atands o mighty monnrch of the forest with a hundred botiresses
to support his ginnt arme, and shooting apwards stenight as an
arrow, high abave his compeers, he oxtonds his stalwart arms
nround, while his majestic crown, dripping with morning dow,
glistens with joy in the bright rage of the tropical sun. Nestling
ok his feot, as for protection, s tho sensitive mimoss, and like n
timorons, blushing moid she shrinks from the introsive stron gors!
gaeo by closing ber oyclids and bowing hor lovely head.  Thera
is. the fuotnstio though oxquisitely beamfifnl fan palm, with
gracaful fronids playing in the morning brecze.  Beside yondor
pool i o host of thirsty forns of diffevent forms, shades, and
fizos, in the latter frequently ressmbling troes of stordior gonera.
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The dark greon decply-degetatod-loaved breadivod and om-
brogions mange afford s grateful shade, and froit such s anpels
might eondescond to' eat. In this vast wild of luzorioos
vegetation, undisturbed natore pliys o thonsand freaks.  Twa
troes of equal growth are entwinod round cach other, rosembling
the spirnl eolumm of some Moorish Alchear, and cach sur-
moantoed |:|F BT |:;l:m!r.|._l,' smilne heood, atand jus.‘L fne u:tuug'h |I.prl'ri.-
to give scope, as it wors, for motoal admiration.  Searing abovie
the light greon baonna, with beavy olosters of loscions fruib
pendnnt from ils slender stem, aro palms of various kinds, theic

fonthory folinge standing clarly ont ngainst tho naove sky-
Date palmy in the enst more than derive their stbraction from
the fack of boing the only troes of any sizo affarding food and
shnde to man and beast amid wide sterile plains, bot b their

porfect dovelopmont and graceful forma meliove the oye from
after guxing upon an infinita varioty of lessar produoctions.
Porhnps nothing exaites enrions stiention more than the mnlti-
tode of creoping and parnsitical planks, - Some bang in looped
festoona; othors in lines sde ]15 aide throw oot thor tendoils,
ombmeing eaoh other form & weil of living gremn. In ono
direetion it is ns though a thomsnnd repon were sasponded, for
they hang perpendicniarly from o giddy height; snd whon shaken
their tremulons nnduolations is precisely that of a quivering Hino.
Bome so complotaly cover the tranle of the trees aa to ronder thiem
smrcaly distingnishabla from parasites thomsolves,  Some olimb
spirally, some in loops, whils not a few run straight np from the
ground to the branches. Oocasionally as many as foor or fve
glimbers have atfacked & treo simnltanconsly, and in the race for
light'and mir bave stroggled with ench other, Four hayve become
gonrled and knotéed like s hogh exeresconce, whilo the fifth has
stondily pursned iis conrse ; bot the foor, apparently. discovering
tho masch stolon opon. them, have agreed o fight 1b ont elas-
whers, and overiake their more fortonnte kindred adveotarer;
hut they are too late, nnless they strangle him s roufe, which is
not nnfrequently done.  Hore aro climbors resombling the fublad
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Python in sizeand power, for in dimensions thay actuslly rival
the tross they attack. Oflen dmownse trecs are completely
hidden from sight by the myrinds of parnsites that cover them,

At different points of the Amazon and its tribu-
taries are other communities, several of which
are evidently destined to become important mer-
cantile cities,

The Amazon forests are celebrated for the pro-
duetion of indinrubber, which valuable article forms
an item of considerable export from Pard, as will
be seen from the following official return :—

Average exports of indiambber in 1830 to 1848,
and 1869 to 1874

Avivage Quraiiiise, Fadads
Qulsgumnnism, Kiligrammuii. Jeaia,

1830 to 1844 ... 801,605 —  210,0008000
1869 to 1874 ... 5,582,720 — 10,320,0008000

Increase in 85 years 5,101,196  10,110,0008000

The exports, as is seen, have inoreased con-
siderably, at the mean annual rate of 85.98 per
cent. ag to-quantity, snd of 141.50 per cent. ns
to wvalue; the latter, therefore, much in excess
of the former.

I cannot close this chapter of the Amazon
without making special allusion to the philan-
thropic and spiritunl zeal of the Bouth American
Missionary Society, which has sent its peaceful
agents to explore the mysteries of that great
“waste of waters,” and who have placed on record
an account of their labours, than which it wounld
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be' difficult to find anything more interesting in
modern travel. With the feeble resources of the
soeiety, nnaided by government or other assistance,
its missionaries have traversed a large porfion of
the Amazon and its affluents, particularly the
River Purus, where two or three are now| residing
amongst the Indian tribes, on its banks, porsuing
their ardnous work of endeavouring to christinnize
them. These details must be read in order fo o
thorough appreciation of the diffienlties the mis-
gionaries have to contend with, greater in some
respects than have been encountered in the centre
of Afrien, with the differencethat the Indians are
a free people, nor is the institution of slavery
known amongst them. One of the earliest pioneers
of the society, Dr. Lee, was unfortunately drowned,
by the sinking of a small steamer, moored to the
banks of the Purns; and on which he was sieeping,
goma of the crew being on shore. The event was
a very melancholy and discouraging one, but it did
not deter his fellow-workers, the Rev. Mr. Clongh
and Mr. Resyek, from following in his track, where
they remained up to a recent period. Lately
another missionary, the Rev. W. Thwaites Duke,
has gone out to join his colleagnes, and he has
also sent home & very graphic account of his
trip up the Amazon. Should these brave, worthy
men sacceed in their mission on the Amaezon, or
ite affluents, it will be one of the greatest achieve-
ments of modemn christianity, and may lead to
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mueh good, by improving the condition of the
singnlar nomad races existing there in all the
majesty of primeval solitude, amidst the dense
forests which border the rivers. Some few attempts
have been made by Roman Catholic missionaries
to found missionary settlements in that direction,
but hitherto with very little snceess.  The efforts
of the South American Missionary Bociety there-
fore deserve support at the hands of their conntry-
men, as well as of the Christian community
thronghout the world.




TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS WITH
BRAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.

At the time of my last vizit to South Amenca
there was no ocean cable laid to Brazil or the
River Plate, and the thrilling events of the Franco-
Germanie war had, as it will be seen, to be trans-
mitted by steamers from Lisbon, leaving & long
interval before their arriyal ouf, consequently
creating much doubt and uncertainty in com-
mercial circles as to the course which should be
pursued by them. The expense of laying an ogean
cable was then looked upon as a formidable thing
to grapple with, at the same time ifs necessity
became inevitable. Varions attempts were made
to raise the needful capital and to form a company,
most of which collapsed, owing fo the weak
foundntion on which they were based, and to an
extensive system of intrigne, originating in high
quarters in Europe; it was further believed that

such a cable could hardly be made self-supporting,
T




274 HREAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.

and that a government subsidy would be required
to carry the project to o successful issne. However,
in the year 1872, owing to the energy of the then
Baron, now Viscount de Maud, an excluzive con-
eession was obtained from the Brazilinn Govern-
ment, and an influentinl company formed in London,
under his auspices, for the Inying of a cable between
Lisbon and Pernambuco, the nearest point on the
Brazilinn coast, first touching at Madeira, from
thence on to the island of 8t Vincent, and from
Bt. Vincent to Fernambuneo. It was a great under-
taking, aeross seas where no attempt fo lay o cable
had ever becn made, consequently it involved the
necessity of much engineering skill and a cable of
the best possible manufacture. The capital raised
was £1,300,000, in 130,000 shares of £10 each, and
the cable was confided to the well-known Telegraph
Construction and Maintenance Company, who had
been so successful on the United States and other
rontes. The progress of the work was watched
with much inferest, and the sections were com-
pleted in the follewing order. Aceording to the
prospectus the distances were as follows :

Al iles.
Lishan to Modeivn, Juns 17th, 1874 053

Mideirn to St Vincent, March 18th, 1874 .., e 1280
BE Vineent to Pernambueo, Jone 23ed, 1874 el =12058

Total il cxer e LBEG

The different sections being laid independent of
each other.
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Contemporaneously with this main line, con-
cessions were granted to other companies for
laying calles from Para to Bantos, and from
thence on to the River Plate—the first called
the Western Bragilian, the other the Platino-
Brazilieirn, about which T shall have more to say
further on—first remarldng that it wounld have heen
much wiser on the part of the South Ameriean
Governments, interested in these telegraphic cables,
to have confided the whole of them to one company,
thereby ensnring more unanimity of action, to-
pether with a great saving in working expenses:
but individual patronage stood in the way of this
desirable arrangement and the economical part of
the system was lost sight of. The consequence has
been thet whilst the main line from Lisbon fo
Pernambuco has worked admirably the other calles
have been subject to constant interruption from
brenkage and accidents of varions kinds; still the
great object of a throngh communication has been
attained, of which the commercial community &ré
now reaping the benefit,

Heverting to the Brazilian Submarineg Company
between Lishon and Permambueo, and the greaf
experiment of laying it successfully, it may be
instanced that more than one failure occurred in
Inying the cable between Lisbon and Madeira, the
cable being PEi_:]:en;] Tp and spliced at a great dapth,
“and in & remarkably scientific manner, almost with-

out precedent, thereby creating a further mmount
T 2
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of confidence in these wonderful undertnkings,
which had its origin in the feat performed by
Bir James Anderson in picking up and splicing the
old Atlantic eable, ip Beptember, 1866, a result that
geve an impetus to cable enterprise, which has
never since looked back. The fact that these cables
can be recovered and utilized has made a lasting
impression on the publie, although on the other
hand it has led to active competition, with reduced
profits to shareholders. As regards the laying of
the cables between Madeira and 8t. Vincent, and
between 8t. Vincent and Pernambueo, there has
leen no drawback, and the lines continue to work
steadily and successfully in their financial bearing.
It is true that only a dividend of five per cent. is
as yef paid by the Brazilian Bubmarine, with, how-
ever, & sumn of £80,000, prudently carried to a sur-
plus fund, together with over £20,000 value in gpare
cable; in order to meet casualties; still the shares
are at a considerable disconnt, I may add that
the revenue of the company is steadily increasing,
the number of messages to and from South America
being now nearly double what it was in 1874-5. I
would add that this company has its representatives
both in Portugal and Brazil, viz., Senhor Carlos F.
do Santos Bilva, at Lisbon, and Senhor Jose Castano
de Andrade Pinto, in Rio de Janeiro.

The Western and Brazilian Telegraph Company
has a much larger capital than the Brazilian
SBubmarine, consisting of shaves and debentures,




THE PAST BIX YEARS. 27T

together £1,648,200, and latterly a further sum' of
£200,000 has been proposed to be raised in deben-
tures, for ressons difficult to define. The result of
working has been very unfortunate, the company
having only paid two dividends of 1} per cent. each
during the year 1875, none in 1876, T have already
alluded to the frequent interrnptions which this
cable has sustained by aceidents and casualties of
one kind or other, which may in some measure
account for the unsatisfactory position of the com-
pany, at the same time there must be some inherent
defect in connection with it not altogether under-
stood by the publie.

The Platine Brazileira coble lies between the Bra-
zilinn frontier and Monte Video, and is connected
with the Western and Brazilinn under traffic
arrangements. It has been subject to breakages,
nor is the company in & very flourishing position,
if I may judge by the absence of published reports
and the non-payment of dividends. Tt is regarded
more 45 & loeal than an English enterprize, a con-
giderable portion of the capital having been raised
in Brazil and the Flate.

The advantages of telegraphy are so fully
recognized over the world as to render it un-
necessary to make any particular comment upon
them, beyond the fact that sines their establish-
ment the fluctuations in the value of commodities
have been mmuch less violent, or subjected to the
heavy losses and drawbacks which existed in the
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days of sailing ships and then of steamers. It
may be that individual gains are redoced by the
fapility with which sadvices to and from foreign
markets can be transmitted; but on the other hand
general trade is exposed to less risks; s safer
business ean in fact be carried on, and prices be
made to approximate more closely. As we have
seen, however, in the recent rise of sngar, coffee,
and some other artieles, telegrams do not impede
speculation where there is legitimate ground for
i, and the movement originates in an absolute
deficienoy or scarcity in any parfioular arkicle.
Quick communications tell both ways as regards
buyer and seller, besides the great advantage of
being posted up as to political events, domestic
oeourrenges, with the many changes of which life
itsalf is composed. Monopolies of any particular
article of commerce may be more difficult to
establish, nor are the latter, as a rale, benaficial to
mankind. As I have said before, the absence of
ocean oables was much felt when I was last in
Bouth America, and their establishment has been
hailed with general satisfaction; the families of
the earth being thus brought in cleser proximity
to each other.

Coeval with, or pricr to the advent of, an ccean
cable, Brazil and the River Plate had the advantage
both of a cable and land wires, the lntter being
on rather an extensive senle; no eable between
Monte Video and Buemos Ayres having been
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suceessfully worked for some years, The Brazilian
Government has steadily followed out its lines, as
will be seen by o statement given in the supplement
to this ¥olume, collected from the same source of
information as the report of its riverine deyelop-
ment, and I have reason to know that the atbtention
of the Brazilisn Government iz strongly directed
to this important subject, both with the object of
muintaining internal tranguiliby, and as & means of
communication with the provinces of the empire.
In the Argentine Republic during.the Presidency
of Dr. Barmiento the system of telagraphs stretched
its wires over the whole Republie, and now com-
prises some 8,000 kilometres in operation, and
upwards of 3,000 kilometres in construction or
projected. DBuenos Ayres is, moreover, in direct
pommunication with Valparaizo by wires across fhe
Andes, extending now up the Pacific Coast by a
cable laid along it, so that in a foew years more
nearly the whole of South America will be linked
together by the wonderful power of electricity.
That all this is caleulated to develope the countries
and to lessen the effect of anarchy or revolution,
wa had recently a striking proof, in the case with
which the fanatie atfempt of Lopesz Jordan was
suppressed in Enfre Rios. The charge for mes-
sages in the Republic is a moderate, uniform
one, and a considerable revenue is derived from
tlis souree.

Before quitfing this subject I may notice the
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recent issue, by Mr, William Abbott, stockbroker of
the city, of a beantifol illustrated map, showing
the ocean cables over the world, together with a
report of established companies, their capital,
names of ditectors, and dividends paid; with
all other information that can be useful to the
public. It is a very spirited undertaking, admirably
executed, and reflects great credit on Mr. Abbott,
who has made telegraph cables a special study.

Whilst fully admitting the advantage of the tele-
graph system as applied to South America, I musb
not lose sight of the fact that if through any unfore-
seén ciroumstances it is imperfectly administered,
the attendant evils are very great, and certainly,
with exception of the throngh cable between Lis-
bon and Pernambuco, there is not much reliance
to be placed on other portions of the line; nor is
the recent meeting of the Bragziliom and Western
Company caleulated to inspire confidence in the
future. A writer in the Daily Telegraph, who has
evidently made himself thoronghly conversant with
the subject, quite corroborates what I have just
gaid. Hasays:

“Tgo business men the frequent interruptions on
the lines must have been extremely annoying, as
well as pecuniarily prejudieal; but that these breaks
ghould oceur, and that sometimes absurdly inac-
curate transmissions over so many cables and land-
lines should happen, is not surprising to those
scquainted with the complicated systems which




THE FPAST EIX YEARS, 281

make up the route from London to Callao. There
are no less than 10 different companies and Govern-
ment lines, worked by eight separate administra-
tions, through which messages have to pass in
traversing a distance rather over than under 10,000
miles. Of this distance the Western and Brazilian
Company possesses about 3,700 miles, and, from its
exclusive concessions on the coasts of Drazil and
Uraguay, forms perhaps the most important con-
necting link in the system. Tt compares favourably
with the other companies as possessing valuable
local traffic, and being really the key to telegraphio
intercourse between Europe, the United Btates,
and the whole of South America. The business
transactions between those countries must meces-
garily be large, and in this age of high-pressure
intercourse telegraphy must play an important role
in such transaction—ergo, a large traffic must exist,
and, existing, should necessanly pass over tha
cables. But, unfortunately, facts have not hitherto
borne out these conclusions. And why? This is
the question I propose to answer. There are two
principal reasoms: l1st, the coast cables of the
Western and Bragilian Company proper, from Per-
nambueo to Rio (and Para), are in parts faulty and
unrelinble. 2nd, the late administration and per-
sonnel a8 it existed in Brazil seems to have been
even more faulty and incepable of serving the
public than the cable. As a consequence, frequent
interruptions took place, messages were somotiines




282 DBHAZIL AND THH RIVER FLATE.

delayed for days and weeks, until the publie be-
came disgusted and lost all confidence.”

He goes on to describe the process of sending
messages coastways, with which I will not trouble
my readors, nor npon the faultiness of the cables
on the Brazil coast, which was admitted at the
meefing of the Western Bragilian Company ; but
his mode of applying a remedy to the existing
ptate of things is worthy the notice of persons
interested in the question. Of course the results
he arrives at must be known to engineers connected
with the companies, as well as to the public. The
best thing that could possibly happen, under the
circumstances, would probably be an amalgamation
of the various companies into one grand institution;
but I fear so desirable a resulti is not attainable, for
the present, owing fo the many conflicfing in-
terests, or until such time as bitter experience
brings directors and shareholders fogether for one
common object—the general salvation.




THE MINERATL RESBOURCES OF BRAZIL
AND THE RIVER PLATE.

No notice of Brazil and the River Plate would
be complete that did not make ab least passing
reference to their immense and still sndeveloped
mineral resources.

In the empire, the most celebrated mineral
region is that to which the name of Minas Gornes
Lins beem given, within whose limits is sitnated
that most productive and profitable of gold mines,
the 8t. John del Rey, whose fortunate proprietors
only the other day had the satisfaction of receiving
a dividend on their iovested capital at the rate of
40 per cent. per annum. There are many other
mining enterprises in which Brifish money is em-
ployed with considerable benefif, though the most
fortunate come far behind that we have just named.
Gold has always been obtained in large quantitics,
and is found especially on both sides of the Serra
dos Vertentes, from the Berra do Mantigupira to
tho north branch of the Serra dos Paricis, for s
distance of about 200 miles. The alluvial deposits
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on the banks of many of the rivers have been
discoverad to contain the precious metal. Dia-
monds have also been found in certain districts,
more particularly in that of Tejuco, where a greab
number have rewarded the diligence of the diamond
seekers. The yellow topazes of Brazil are much
esteemed, The more useful minerals exist in
abundance ; amongst these being iron and coal.
As regards the latter substance, the Empire can
boast the possession of vast carbonifercus deposits
of good coal for domestic and furnace purposes,
and it is only & subject of astonishment that they
are yet unworked. The Viscount de Barbacena, an
intelligent and enterprising Brazilian nobleman,
has secured a valuable concession, with a view to
this development. Though this project has been
gubmitted to the English public, the necessary
capital for its realization was not subscribed ; bt
we may hope that eventuelly the requisite funds
will be fortheoming for their ntilization. Af pre-
sent foreign coal is imported for nearly all purposes
in Brazil, at great cost, and the Imperial industry
and commerce would derive signal benefits by the
use and consumption of native coal.

The Argentine Republie, in its Andine provinces,
hns an inexhaustible store of mineral treasure
enclosed in the rocky entrails of the magnificent
Cordilleras. The Government of the Confederation
has lately manifested o strong desire to promote
and stimulate mining enterprise, which, under the
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drawbnacks of limited means and inadequate ap-
plinnces, has, a8 yet, made little figore 0s o source
of national wealth. Major Rickard, formerly In-
spector-General of the Mines of the Republie, made
an official inspection of the mines of the Republic,
and his able report to the Minister of the Interior,
conveys a very favourable impression of their
capabilitiss when worked under more practical and
satisfactory conditions. One important obstacle
has been removed—the difficulty and cost of transit
of the products to the coast. The locomofive
now traverses the pampas, from Rosario to Tocu-
man, a distance of 584 miles, and the influence of
the communication thereby established will give a
great impulse to mining operations. The mineral
products include the precions metals, ivon, copper,
tin, conl, and a great variety of useful and valuable
mineral snbstances.

Particulars of the mining resources of both
countries will be found in the supplement here-
with, taken from the published authorities already
referred to, which contain much valuable informa-
tion and statistios illustrative of many subjects
cursorily alluded to in this volume.




DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR RELATIONS

T extract from recent numbers of the Brasil and
River Plate Mail the following safisfactory state-
ment a8 to our diplomatic relations with Brazil and
the River Plate:

HWith no eonntries have our diplomatic relations
been of a more friendly and cordial character than
Brazil and the Argentine Republic. The former
is represented here by his Excellency the Baron de
Penedo, who has so long and ably filled his mission,
and rendered valunble services to the Empire.
Happily no questions of serions moment have
recently arisen between England and Brazil. Some
annoyanee has been, however, eaused in relation
to emigrants, who have, we may assume, been
indueed to try their fortunes in Brazil under great
disadvantages, but we think there is now an end of
this element of difference, and Drazil will doubtless
gock for emigrants in some more congenial spof,
amongst a people better suited to tho pecularities,
of her soil and climate. The hospitality of the
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Baron de Penedo is well known, and his Exeellency
wias honoured with the presence of the Prince and
Prinoess of Wales at one of the entertainments
during the last London season.

“The Argentine Republic had heen long repre-
sented at the Court of Bt. James by the veternn
diplomatist, his Excellenoy Don Mariang Baleares,
who for many years held the double post of Minister
here and in France. But a year or two brek, the
Argentine CGovernment, considering that the re-
lations with this country required the presenco of
a Hesident Minister, appointed Dr. Den. Disgo de
Alvear, leaving Senor Balearce to look after the
interests of the Republic in France and Spain.
BRecent financial difficulties, under ‘which the
Argentine Chambers deeided to reduce their firat-
class missions, have led to the recall of Senor
Alvear and the resumption by Benor Balearce of
his elevated diplomatic functions near the Counvt of
St James. BSenor Alvear has returned to Buenos
Ayres, after o brief but honourable sojonrn amongst
us. He has won golden opinions by his frank and
cordial manners, and he was highly esteemed by our
Becretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Ewrl of
Dierby. His residence hersa was opportune from
the confidence placed in his integrity and npright-
ness of character, and the assurances he was
ennbled to afford to Argentine bondholders that his
Government would honourably fulfil its engage-
ments to them, which have been earried out to the
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letter, thus restoring the credit of the Republic
after the disgracful attempts made to injure it by
gome of the leading organs of our press.

' We cannot conclude this brief reference to our
diplomatic relations with the Argenfine Republic
without paying & special tribute to the important
services renderod to his country by Minister Bal-
carce. He has not, as is well known to all who
have observed his useful and estimable career,
limited his activity to a perfunctory discharge of
official duties, His Excellency has, we believe,
never allowed sn opportunity to pass, when it
enabled him to inform public opinion in Europe
with respect to the resources of his country, and
he has always vindicated its good name and honour
with the ardour and intelligence of a pure and
enlightened patriotism.

« Tt is satisfactory to find that his exertions are
not ignored by his countrymen, and we had
pleasure in giving in our columns an extract from
o disoussion which took place in the Argentine
Senate. The speaker was Dr. Frias, and the words
were provoked by some injurious and unmerited
chservations by a member of that Chamber.

“ Our own Ministers at Rio de Janeiro and
Buenos Ayres are Mr, Buckley Matthew and the
Hon. Mr. Sackville West. The former has for
many years resided at Rio, being greatly esteemed
there, whilst Mr. Sackville West has interested
himself warmly in the progress of the Argentine
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Republie, visiting its numerous provinees, and in
all respects proving himself an excellent repre-
sentative of Great Britain. He was ably seconded
by Mr. St. John, Chargé d’Affaires. Mr. Buckley
Matthew had previonsly been Ministor at Buenos
Axres; and during the sernous contentions betweoen
the Republic and Brazil, which at one time existed,
he rendered valuable services to both countries by
his friendly mediation. Altogether, nothing could
be more satisfactory than our existing diplomatic
relations with both conntries.

« With Uruguay we have no exchange of diplo-
matic relations, owing to differences which occnrred
gome years back; but. English interests are ably
protected by Major 8t. John Munro, who has for
upwards of 20 years been English Consul (now
Consul-General) at Monte Video, amid all the
tronbles which have visited that unroly lhittle
Republic. Many attempts have been made fo
improve the pecuniary position of this old and
faithful servant, but hitherto without success. He
has, by his intelligent care of British interests in
Uruguay especially merited the favourable econ-
sideration of our Foreign Office.”

The particular application of these remarks, as
regards the Argentine Confederation, is given in
the following chapter, taken from the same source
(The Brazil and River Plate Mail), and to which
T have great pleasure in giving further publicity in
this volume.

U




ARGENTINE REPRESENTATION ABROAD.,

The Argenting Government, in its Budget, pro-
vided for its representation abwond with a proper
regard to the interests of the republic in Europs
and America. TFor this purpose it proposed to
rotain the diplomatic services of five Liegations of

the first class, fixing the remunerstion of the
respective Ministers nt a figure sufficiently modest,
having in view the honourable position they are
palled npon to occupy in relafion to the discharge
of their officizl duties. The commitiee appointed
by the Congress to conmsider the proposals of the
Execntive, in their report, recommended a re-
duction of the diplomatic service to four Legations,
instead of five, and in the * Republica” of Buenos
Ayres we find particulars of the discussion that
ensuod.

A principal feature of the debate was a speech
biy one of the deputies, Senor Canéd, who urged the
adoption of a poliey which would have left the
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republic, as affects its diplomatic service, in a
destitute condition. He was, of course, fully
entitled to express, as well as to entertain the
opinion that his country had' no more need of
representation abroad than any chscure munici-
pality in the remotest corner of the world ; but we
regret that he should have availed of his privileges
a8 o member of the National Congress fo assail
Argentine citizens who have merited—if patriotism
and infelligence may be accepted as credentinls—
the grateful recognition of their fellow-conntrymen.

As might have been anticipated, this impeach-
ment was not permitted fo go withoub rejoinder.
The Minister for Foreign affairs replied in dignified
and befitting terms. Translating, we extract the
following observations from the able address of his
Excellency. He said:

* The honoorable doputy desms it conveniont to redoce tw
Logations of first olass to two. I rogret to say that I canmob
participate in thak opinion ; and withont entering into explann-
tions, which, at this moment might be improdent, I proceed to
domonstrats to him thet the two Logations he proposes wonkd
not sufice, It is ovident that we requive a Legnlion in Earope,
innsmuch a5 we heve there most important intorosts, whish 1t 18
peceszary o confide to the eare and vigilance of somo high
pablic functionaries. The most redoced  and economie soile
that can bo proposod musé provide for st lenst ons Envay
Extraordiniry and Minister Plenipotentisry to ropresent the
rﬂ]'.r:il]:'n m France, [-.'ngl'l.nn:l., Bpujl:.. II!:ﬂ"l.', nnd iu all the othor
Foropenn Siates, whera we have intercsts to attend to, That
Legation 15 indisponsable, and T belisve that it ia roprisite bo
give to it much more active functions thas it hns nthorbo
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possossod ; thab it i8 necessary to give o different organization
fo the consular body, by making the consnls: agents or
puxilindies of tho Logntions, which. may intervens advan-
tagoously, nob only in the diplomatic relations of the republic,
but, if nof in financial pfnirs, in matters having mieronce 1o
immigration, a question of supreme consequence for the national
prosperity.  Then comes the Logation of the United States,
whaore b presont wo hove actually o very important question
gubmitted to arbitration, There it iz also indispensable that tho
republic shoald be represented by o Plesipobentinry. In Brazil
o firat-class Legntion i neoded, and-ab least anotber for all the
Pagific Btotes is demandod by the circnmstanoes of our inter-
nutional relations."

His Excellency procesded to observe :

#When, in former year, I had the honoar te oceopy n seat in
the Chumber, I must frankly confess that T mymlf anturtnined
opinions similar to thoss Benor Cand has jnst expressed: T alao
belioved that the Legntions wero badly served, that it was meeless
to maintain them.  But T mm bound be declare that sines I have
hod the honour of discharging tho dutics of the Minisiry of
Foroign Rolations T have ontively alterod my opinion on this
point. The troth is, Mr. Presidont, thot the Ministors abroad
faithiully and efciontly rosponded to the imstructions  thoy
received, and if they have nob dono mere, it is beeanso thoy havo
not recoived orders. At this moment the whele responsibility of
tha nctivity or innckivity of the Legations in forcign pacls resta
apon the Mintstry for Fereign Affairs, for I most declare om.
phatically that when thesa Ministers are’ instrocted in anything
posticnlar, they perform their doty beth with despatoh. and
ability. Tk s impossible to tell the Chombor all that they do,
whnt instroctiona thoy receive, and how they fulfil them. With
rospect to the Legation in France, to which the Homourable
Doputy has roferred in one port of his speech, I will soy that it
is provisely ono of tho Legations which responds meab carefully
and officacionaly to ordors, ssd. which lns rondored most fm-
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portant servioes to tho conmiry. . . . . . . ‘As to the
Iegntion in England, it is one thab hod boon very recently
cstablishod, and to the instractions it hna received it has given
the grentest nttemtion, having cofohmted postal conventions nod
meda otlor canvenient nl.‘th.h_;ﬂ"l.i.l.l'.'.l:ﬂ.ﬂ.-"

The President of the Chamber, Benor Friss, who
has grown grey in the diplomatic service of his
country, vacated the chair in order to express his
indignation at the attack which had been made
upon the foreign Legations of the Republie,. He
remarked :

“ My consciones does nof permit me to allow tho words which
hnve beon epoken by tho honerable depoty of Busnos Ayres to
part unchallenged, containing, as thoy do, n dinect atiack npon
two reprosentative of the country abrosd, in my I'.I_I'r'i1lni~’!'1'l. Yory
deserving of ita gratitudo, and well soited to dischargo the dutics
of the clovated position they owoupy,  Sence Balearco has for
mnhy years directed the Argentine Legation in Fronee. I wis
onn of thoss who, in the Senate, warmly supported his appoint-
miuk for that exalted office. It appeared to me, and this wis one
of the many rensons on which T founded my vote, that the son of
an illusirions genernl, marriod to the danghter of Genoral San
Murtin, the most illostrioos of Arpentines, monbsd the con-
midernbion of his country ; but it is not on those grounds alono
that he deserves to ooonpy this high place, bat becanss ha lis
always discharged its duties with great dignity and honour.
Senor Belenrcs holds an' elovated peaition in France; bois in
rolations with ominont plrsonsg, mnd has n!wrl:.': Falflled, wath
landabls zeal and the mest porfoct devetion, the requirements of
his position in the servies of lus conntry. I might have hrought
here on immeonse quantity of articles and pallicntions of every
kind, Jf I had collected all that Sonor Balsares has cansed to
appent, in bis constant desive to show in Europe the progross aof
the Argentine Hepablie and to sefute thu orrom wilh rogard fo
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na thiat hinve boen citoulated in the journals of Europe. In this
respect Lis services have been most valoable. Bub be hns not
oo satisfied with meroly making known in Enrope the truth,
in ondor to stimulate the codgration of Europeana to popolato
onr nofl 5 he has loft nothing worthy of being said with reapect
to tho progross nnd resources of cur Republic anpublished, so
thut the attontion of the peoples of Europe might be alwaya
fixad npon tha positive advantages posscascd by our sountry.
Finally, nnd this is a fack which onght to be montioned in this
(Chamber, if the meritorions works of some distingnishnd Argen-
tines nro rocognised in the Institute of Franco—where ono of
our countrymen oecupies o scab—and if they lnvo heon brought
nndor the notica of that learmed body by nn eminent man,
formerly Foreign Minister of the Emperor Napeleon, it in alio-
gethor dug to the constant zeal of Sonor Balearco in making
1 men and affaizs of ouwr country known o Borope.  Farthor,
I comply with a dobt of gratitado, which is solely pomonal, in
doing this justice to Spnor Bualearce.  Tbis nnneopssnry to siata
tho nabuve of the mission with which I was lately entrosted in
Chili—it is o dolicate question—and T am bound to say that it
wns owing bo the coro and 1n,tr|'nt.1'5|1'n of Senoe Ialenrco thut
many dooumonts renched oor Degntion of tho grentest im-
portauce for the defonce of our rights, nnd mony others have
sinoe boon recelved hero. Ewen nt this vory momont o sompelant
person is elinrged by him to romit new proofs of the justios of
onr contention, inaluding many documaonts not te be fannd in Eho
Bponish archives, 1 think, therefore, thob the Chamlar owea o
tribate of gratituds for the gopvices given by Beror Dulearco in
Franes,"

The eloguent and just remarks of Senor Frias
avidently represented the feeling in the Chamber,
having been received with every mark of approba-
tion by the assembled deputies. Deputy Alcorta
subsequently remarked :
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¥ Binee a pomonal quostion has bean disonsged in this Chnm-
ber, T cnnnot allow the opportanity to pss withoot manifesting
my opinion, eqonlly as & friend of Senor Balearce and sa nn
Argonting, ns to what I have seon of the labours of that eminent
eervant of the Hepablicin Ewope.  For soveral yrar T nsided
in France, and I have always seon Sonor Balearco laboaring for
his conntry nnd defonding it Bot I have something moro to
aidd with reapect Lo his sorvioea: A]n:mi}', Mr. President; ha in
a mensure dischnrged the fonetions which the Minister of Foroign
Affwivs, proposos Go attach te the Legation in Euvops. Ho
exarcised o gpecies of dircebion over oor consnls, as well ns ovor
our immigrntion agents,  Ho was constantly in commmmicstion
with tham, |'||.TLI|¢'LHII.|:T them - information and statistics, and res-
ponding to the requests they mado, Thesa ave services which nre
notarions, and which shonld mot be ignered by hononrablo
depatics,  As to the Legntion itaclf, ik cannob bo disputed thak it
bas remslored groab serviess;  Throngh that Legsation, wicch is
crodifabile to some other nations, varions important treaties linve
boan realised, in partionlar that with Spain, which hod been &
cangs of sorions difioaliiea for this country. Sonor Balearoo
arranged this matter with mmeh ability, snnolling the troaty
'!'."||.i|!'||. Sp:ﬁll had made with the Govornment of Parmns, anid
which, ns 1 have statod, was productive of mueh annoyance and
ineonvenienca to onr Ropublie. I do not Laliove that Minister
Balcaren hos ovor boon Incking in application to the dutics of his
high post, and bo haa shown remarkably industey, not limiting
bis sorvices to strigtly diplomntic fupclions, but oven acting aa
the commergial sgent of the Argenting Repablic. By his position
in Franoe, by his rolations in Europe, be is able to tronb questions

in the most favonrbls sinss for oue conntey, and the fisk

minister who might arrive in Puris could nob onjoy the privato
conmections and socinl position which Mr, Balearce: ocoupica os
s privato individeal, In mll guostions he hns manifeated greab
tack, and T hove been mysalf o witness of the prodence ho dis-
plags in dealing with diplomafic discossions."
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This ended the debate, and. we are glad fo bo
able to ammonuco: that the Chamber affirmed the
proposal of the Commitee, to which the Govern-
ment had assented. The Argenting Republic will,
therefore, be represented abroad by four Legations
of first class.

Befors quitting this subject T wish to add a woril
in favour of the British' consular body, who, both
in Bouth America as elsewhers, are the faithfnl and
diligent representatives of British eommercial in-
terests. It has been the fashion to decry their
usefulness, and to render them the butts of political
economists; but the good semse of the country
appreciates their value. As a rule, and considering
the social position they are eompelled to occupy in
foreign commenrcial cities, their services are in
many cases very inadequately rewarded, nor can
they rise to high positions like other public sar-
wants, Onece o consal always a consul, excepd in
very rare cases, a retiring pension being all they
have to look forward fo.




SUPPLEMENT.

THE RIVERS OF BRAZIL AND INTERNAL
COMMUNICATION.

Havivg in this volume given a 'special notice of the
“Valley of the Amazon,” I think it may be
desirable to add, from The Empire of Brasil at the
Universal Exhibition of 1876, al Philadelphia, an
account of its entire fluvial system, as therein
published, shewing what has been done in the way
of exploration, and that the Government is fully
alive to the necessity of facilitating communication
by means of its internal rivers, where untold wealth
may exist, besides the valnable links such rivers are
calenlated to form with the railways thaf are now
being extended into the various provinces. It will
be seen from the following details what an im-
portant bearing these numerous rivers have on the

future development of the Empire.
v
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" Bruzil has four great Anvinl hosine, beaides othors loss im-
portant, The most remarkabls is thot of the Amazon; then,
thoso of the Tocanting and Pamon, and hntl:r. that of the B.
Frangiseo. y

The majestin Amnzon hos o conreo of 3,828 kilometres
through tho torritory of the Empire., The sarfuce it occopics is
oatimated at 26,400 sqoare kilomstres, and doring the flonds it
rises 16,4m above the nsosl luvel. This river empties into. the
ocenn with so prodigioos o relocity thab at a distance of 1,33)m
fram thi const, its enreont 16 still equal to 6 kilm GO0 an hoor,
nnd novigators after losing sight of land may yet drink of its
wators, In its pourse it receives 1B frst elass tribotarics,
nnmely: The Xingn, the ‘Capajos, the Madeica, the Poras, the
Coary, tho Toffe, the Jorna, the Jotahy, and tho Joawary, on the
right bank ; the Jory, the Paro, the Trombotas, the Nhamunda,
the Untaman, the Urubn, the Negro, the Japurn, nod tha Igs, on
tho loft bank, nome of which have o conrse of more than 3,300
kilomatroes,

Boyond the frontier of Deazil, the Amnzon continnes to be
navigable by steamors for upwards of 1,080 kilometres in the
tarritory of Parg, whero it receives the important afflnants, Napo,
Moronn, and Pastaes on tho lofé bank, sod the Ucayali and
Uallaga on the right,

Thess rivers aro freely novigablo ss far ns the Andes, nnd
offor easy menns of gommanication with those portions of the
Rﬂpu'b“ca of Porn nnd Equndor, which are situated to cast of
that moge, and which are the most important,

The Amnzon and its afffeents are navigabls by steamers for
apwards of 43,250 kilomotres, as shown by the following table:

Kilsmmstras,
Amazon 3,528
Basins of ita chicf afflncnts e OO.HEE

Losser nfloenta nond Lakes o £, GO

43,250
The Ropublics of Belivin, Pern, Equador, Columbia, and
Waoneensls, communicate with the port of Pars, and with the
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Brnzilinn provimees of Mamnhao, Govne, Matto-Grosso, and
Amnzonag, by the woters of the Amnzon awl its tribatarie.

The lbagin of the Tocantinn comprobends the vnst torritory
botwoen 10 and 180 8. Lat, from the month of tho Pard to
tho sources of the Amgunyn, ifs most powerfnl sfluent on
necount af its length and of the velume of its waters; thia
basin embimosd n its grontest brondth more than B ﬂtrgmu.
from east to wost. Tho Tocnokine hos, besides the Aroguays,
the following great mfflnents: on the right bank, the Somno
and tho Pamni; nod on the left bank the Theanhomas nod
the' Santa Therean; the Maranboo is its conftomt,

The Toesntins haa n sontse of abont 2,640 kilometeea; that of
tho Aragnaya extonds over 2,627 kilomakros.

Btenm noavigation, eubaidized by Gdvornmont, hns been
oetablishod on the 828 kilomabres: of the Drazilinn Amizon,
and om 1,320 kilometres of the Tooanting and other rivers.

In 1867 nubsidies werve grantad to two othor campanica, which
nndartook to navignte by stenm 1,588 kilometres of tho Paras,
792 of the Negro, 1,228 of the Madeirn, 350 of the Tapajoz, and
g0 of the lower Tocanting; ihers nee now, thoreforo, 0,742
kilometres navigated by steam in tho basinsof the Amswon and
Tocantins.

The above-mantionsd companies have lataly smalpamntod.

Abore the falls the Madeira nmd its aflaents have 6,000 kils-
metros of continmons navigation, which affords mesns of con-
veynnca o tho whola of the Republic of Bolivin and to' the
westorn park of the '|:-I:'|!l'.-'E!1C|! of Mnto Groaso.

In order to connect the navigation of the upper to that of tha
lowor [u:lr-liml: of this river, and fo facilitate sommunicationa
betwoon tho contre of Seuth Amerien and the port of Parm,
Govornmont hns snbsidized o forsign compony that nndertonk to

bald an 'i1:||_r\.r_\r|J|_|:|'_ ]|:|;_1rHE|_'|:ﬂ mi.l!'l'.'.'l.lll. as Lhe l:l]1.|_'F moenns of

sdvantngeonsly avoiding the said fnlls;

T comneot in like mannor the 1,518 kilometron of nuvignbion
of the Araguayn to the navignble parl of the lower Tocantins,
Governmont orderod o rond 391 kilometres in longthy 3 Ta

T 2
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buflt, by means of which the falls in that river will ba avoided.
This road will sorve the provinoes of Goyazr snd Mamnohso,
and Para comprising an extmsion of 2,640 kilomstres and, for
the futors, will be connected with the capital of the Empire by
the D, Podro IT railway, and with the navigable portion of the
river Parnguay by a road 264 kilomotres in length.

The Parmna, formed by the jonetion of the Hio (irends and
the Parnnahybo in 102 40 8, Lat, dmins, to tho onst, the
Brazilinn provinees of 8. Paolo and Paraun and the A rpenting
provinces of Missoes and Corrientes, and to the west, Mato
Grosso, in Brazil; the Republic of Paragosy, snd that part of
tho Argentine territory which is sitnated beyond the confluence
of the river Paraguny.

The river Parana has, beaides the Rio Grando and the Parana-
hybn, numerous other affioents; soms are noticablp as being
navigable, others for their length, and all for the fectility of their
valleys, :

OF oll thess affinents, tho Pamgoay s andonbtedly the most
important; rising in the provines of Mato Grosso, in 13.2 30' 5.
Lat., it travorses the territory of Braxil and that of the Repablie
whose name it besrs. It is pavigable by small vessols from
145 80° ko 160 5. Lat., and theneo forward by steamers. It has
soveral navignble tributaries, among which, in tho Brsilinn
territory, are the Bipotube, the Janre, the Taquary, the Mirandn
or Mondego, sod the Bao Lourengo, by which, and by the
Cluynba, steamers go op as fur as the capital of Mato Grosso,

From this province the Pamna rocelves the rivers Pardo,
Ivinheimn, Whanduby, and Igoatemy ; and from the provinoes o
8. Panlo and Purana the Tiets, the Paranapancems, the Ivahy,
tho Piguiry, and tha Igunsse, which aro moro or less navigable.

The navigntion of the Parann offers no impediment from o
short distance above tha confluonos of the Ignassn to the River
Plate; bot it is interrupted by the folls of Soto Quedas or
Grumyrn catarsct, from beyond which commences the navigable
gection of the !Uppe:r' Parana, in Brazlinn territory, for abonk
528 kilomekres to the fulls of Trobopungd.
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Whon thess obstrostions shnll bave beon overcome by Eho
construction of marginal ronds, the Parmna will become most
serviceabls to future commoreinl rolptions betwesn the provinces
of Goyaz, Mato Grosso, Minas Gernes, 5. Pnalo, Pamna, and
Buoenos Ayres nod Monte -Video.

Bote Quadas (soven falls), ons of the most important falls
koown, and may be compared to Nisgnms, i not in height in the
wolomo of ite walers, which, having o broadth of 22300 matrea
in the npper esction, fall in an incling plane st an angle of &0
degrees from & baight of 17 motees, after being compresacd i o
narrow channel 70 metres wide.

The mist produced by the fall of the waters on the lasks of
this granitic channel, and on the rocks which rise in tho midst
of the stronm, says Aszara, who visited it ab the ond of the last
pentury, “forms oolomns of vapoor, which sre seen from 8
distanos of many lesgues, and in which the sun reflects numbor-
lesa eninbows.  Tho ronr of the eatarnot ia honrd ot o distance of
& lengnon,"—38 kilometres,

To give un ides of the magnitado of this natoral marvel of
Brazil, we slso quote the words of M. Hunk on DTEineer
employed on the survey of the reilway from Coritiba to
Mirnnda; ba saya: “‘at o distance of 100 kilometres from the
fulls of Boto (Quedas, the bed of the river is 1,500 metres wids,
tha duiﬂ.h of the wator in the rainy soason 12 motres, tho
velocity of the corrent being ene metre; comsequently the
volnma of water which falls in one second is cqual to 18,000
enhio metres."

Baosides this, thero is nlso the famouns cafamct of Bipatuba,
formed by the Inrge river with the sama name, o tribotery of the
Purnguay, whose wnters fall parpendicalarly from o height of
182 motres, neserding to Jono de Souza o Axovedo the fivst back-
woodnman who, in 1746, crossed from the head waters of Ehab
river to thase of Juroemn; Ehers are also the Augnsto Falls, the
Ttapurs, the Avanhandswm, and the Ttu, on the sver Tinte, in the
proviooe of 8. Panlo, and others nlso remarknable; nob to speak of
that of the river 8. Francisco, which will be montioned Lercafter.
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Tho oonrse of the river 8. Franciseo is throngh the centmal
port of Brazil, it waters the provinees of Minas Geraes, Bahin,
Pernambuco, Alagons, and Serripo,

Tha most note-worthy of its affinonts nee the Porn, the
Parnopoba, the Rio dns Velbns, Parmcatu, the Corronto, the
Coarinhanhs, the Bio Verde Geande, and the Rio Grande.

Boyond the grand and majestio falls of Poanlo Affonsa thore ia
no obstroction to nn-rigul'i..ﬂq; in pny season of the year along tho
1,270 kilomoteea which separnto the villuge of Gosicubhy, in
Minas Graes, from the bhamlet of Riacho da Coss Nowva, in
Bahin.

The eataract of Panle Affoneo has sevon falls, three of which
are in the middle of the rver, and the other fonr betweon steop
rocks on the bank belonging to ths province of Sergipe. The
height of the greatast fall i 80 metres; thoso of Angiquinho and
Dons Amores nre of admirmblo offect.  Below the rapids is tho
Furnn dos Morcegos (Vampires Grotto), the descomt to which ia
vory procipitons; tho ontmnee is meco than 6 metres high and
1,5 wide; the grotto s 48 matres long and 88 in beight, nnd can
ahalter 2,000 persons,

Bolow tho mpids 264 kilomotres are navigated by steamers
from Piranhas down to the month of the river, below the city of
Ponodo, in the provioce of Alngoas. Thove is sufficiont water
for vessels drawing 3,3 motres.

Besides the fonr lnrgest rvers othors, also important, empty
into the sea, namely : tha Gurpy, the Tory-Asst, the Mearim,
the Ttapicurd, the Purnshyba, the Vass-barris, the Parnyruaes,
the Contos, the Jequitinhonha or Belmonte; the Pardo, the
Mucnry, the 8. Mathens, the Doece, tho Pambybe do Zal, the
Itsjnhay, tho Tobarno, and the Rileim do Ironpe.

Bome of thess are navigablo by steamers for upwards of 660
kilomobres.

Government boing convincsd of the great sdvantages which
nre to be derived from surveys of the more important mvers of
Brasdl, whereby to nscortain which poarts of thém are navigablo,
what cbetacles impede the navigation as woll s the meoand of
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removing fhese impedimonts, continne to devote sorions aiben-
tion to tho sabject,

The following surveys wore mads in the fow years. prior
to 1847 :

By Dr. Jose Vieirn Conto de Mapalhaos and by the engineer
Ernoato Valloe, that of the mvers Toecanting and Amgenyas,
which reanlted in the cstablishment of rogular dver navigntion
between the ||-1'r.|1.'i:||.|.'l.'!| af Gn}'uk and Poara.

A roport and plan of these studies wers Inid before Govern-
mant.

]."I_l,r tho -nnginm!:r' Jono Martins da Bilvn Continho, that of Lha
rivers Purns and [tuxy, tribotarics of the Amazon,

Tho resalt of this exploration 15 nlso connigned in & detniled
report,

By tha same engineer, of the rivars Japura nnd Mndaira,

By the onginver M. Chondlass, that of the river Aquiry,
afizent of the Porus,

Ey the ecogineer Gustaro’ Dodt, that of the river Coarmirim
in the province of Rio Grande do Norte, in which some works
hnve ‘boon axecoled, in onder to ;.['i'u‘l.l freo opress Lo tho wniors,
which, during tha floods, ml:l;lﬁu“.u]}' destroy tha ]:']ﬂh'lll':'iﬂ'“--“p
from nonr ita month up to Pedregolho, o distnnes of noarly
59 Jal= 4=,

By tho engineer Newton Burlamaque, thai of tho river Parma.
hyba, in the provinee of Pianky.

By the enpineor Fordinand Halfeld, that of ths rivor 5.
Francisco, from the falls of Pirapora to the ocean.

By D, Em, Liais, aided by the cogineers Ednardo Jone de
Moracs, and De, Ladislao Notte, that of the sme river botwoon
those falls and its sonrced.

These explorers also surveyed the river das Velbas, in the
provinee of Minns Gorues, an important tribatnry of the river 8.
Franaiseo.

The enginsers José and Frungisco Keller surveyed tho siver
Parmhyba do Sol from Pirahy, in the provioeos of Rio do
Janoiro, ma far as Cochooirs, in that of 5. Paolo, and Ehe
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rivar Pomba, io tho province of Minms Goraes, oue-of te
tribotarica of the Parahyba.

The ssme gentlomen, with the engincer Rumbelsporger, the
river Ivnhy, in the province of Parann.

The former nlso atndied a portion of the river Parand,
botween the Ivahy and the Pamospanems, and the rivers
Trinheimn, Paranapanoms, sad Tibagy.

Tha engincer Eusebio Stovanx studied £he means of cutting
canals in the rivers Pomongs snd  Japaratubs, sud the anginoos
Vignolles did tho same for the rivers Poxim nnd Santa Maria,
all in the provines of Sergipe; thess latter works love already
beon commenoed.  Tho engineer Charles Demely made a survey
for b canal botween lake doa Patos and tho port of Laguua, in
the provinces of & Pedro do Rio Grands do Sul and Santa
Cnthoring.

The chart of the rver Ampzon wos drawn op by Captain
Joat dn Costn Azevedo ; and that of the wholo of the river
Parnguay and its afinonts by Rear Admirnl Baron, of Molgaco.

Professor Agassiz also oxplored the Amnrominn region, and
the lectures which ho dolivered on thesubject were published in
tho newspapers of the capital of the Empire.

The Upper Urogusy and the Upper Parana hmve both been
gtudicd by sovornl engineers and naval oficers.

All thesa sindies are highly interesting, ook only to Brasil,
but to the navigation and commerce of the whele world.

Sinoe the year 1857 tha following survoys wero made:

Thu part of the river Madeira where tho rapids exisk, bobween
o place pumed Banto Antonio and the hamlet of Exalincion'in
Bolivin, somne distance beyond the mouoth of the Mamors, was
gurveyed by the engineom Josd nud Frangiseo Keller, who, by
Government's order, drew np plans for improving Bk important
lunil and favial way between the provinces of Para and Mato
(Groaso and the Repablio of Bolivia-

With the view of improving the means of gommunication
betweoon thin provinees of Mato Grosso snd Pam by woy of tho
river Tupnjor and of a voad, eatimated at 61 kil= 200m in length,
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n_'lung the banks of this river, n.'roift[ng the falls of Salto Grande
nnd othors lesa dangerous, the president of tho Intter prowinon
commissioned the engineem Juline Honornto Corrfa de Mirnoda
and Antonio Manoel Gongalves Tocantina to males the nocessary
BUrYOTE.

In ardor to proctically verify if the rver 5. Franaisco, and the
Rin das Velhas, from the plaeo called Sumidonre, are navigable
by stonmars, Government ordared an experimental voyage to bo
mnda by Francisco Mancol Alvares de Arnojo, o first liontonant
in the navy, who took the vessel sn far sa the village of Boa
Yistn, in the provinee of Pernambooeo.

Then for the fiest time wers the waters of the Upper 8. Fran-
CIBeO Ph:lus'huvﬂ Llj‘ i BleamaT,

A committer of engineers surveyed those sections of the
rivers Aragmnya and Tocanting whore aavigation is obstrucled by
fulls nnd mpids, in order fo onable thom to propose adequato
means of avoiding them, or, thab being impessible, to plan s
marginal road.

Tha river Ignassn, in the provioce of Pamas, was explosed by
the eogineer Eduarde Jose Mormes, {

The surveys of the wivess Carinhanbn, Graode, Prelo, and
Bomno are well advanoed ; they will shew thess soctions nnvig-
able by steamers, which may bo servieeabla to tho projectod
railway between the bosin of the 5, Francisco und that of the
Tocanting, Tha studies of the rivers [\-‘A].I:_'f, Parapa, Ivinheima,
Brilhants, and Mondego sre concluded, and ace to be availed
of in the projected line of communieations betwoen Coritiba,
in the provioce of Parnns, nnd Mirands, in thab of Mato
Clhrosgn.

In the chapter rolative to msilreads more will be eaid with
reforeneo to those important snrveys.

Still we must montion here that the engineer William Liloyd
ascertained the oxistence of o vast pot of fuvial navigation for
vossols deawing one metre, without any nood of excavations,
nnmoly :
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In tho river Ivaby ... e 250 Kiloma,
Parmani ... GO0
Tieké 500
Ivinheima e 203
Brilhanta ... 231
Pamnapanema ... ; 300

————

2,084

Tho river Parnahybn was again explored by the engincer
Gustavo Dodt from its mouth to the sources, nccording £o his
Topart.

The naturalist Jono Barboss Rodrignes stodied the river
Urubd, in the provings of Amnzonss, up to its sonrces, as woll
an the Ustuma up to the first rapids, and the Jatapd mo four o
tho gonflaenss of tha Cnromney and Uassahy,

Tha ssme natomlist also explored in tho provines of Pam
tho following rivors: the Nhamunda op to the second rapids, e
Trombetos an far s Mocambos, and the Capim, as far as
Tamhes.

With & viow of promoting the aggrandizement of the Emypire
by offuring greator facilities for intarnational relstions, for the
enpouragement of commerce and  navigation en the rieee
Amizan and its affoents, an woll na on the Tocanting and 5.
Franaiseo, the following rivers were opened to merchant vessils
of all nations on the 7th of Beptomber, 1867 : tho Amazon as
far as the Praziling frontier, the ‘Tocanting up to Camatn, tho
Tapajoz up bo Bantarem, the Madeira up to Borba, the Negro up
to Mannos, and the 8. Francisco, ap to the ity of Fenodo,

The usvigibion of thoss portions of the afluents of the
Amnzon, of which only ono of the banks beleng to Brusil,
deponds on boundary treaties nnd police and Gecal rogulntions,
to b sattlod with the neighbouring States,

The promulgetion of these mesures, in no way altared the
obeerynnos of the oxisting treaties of navigntion and commerca
with the Bepublics of Pern and Venezuels, in sccordsnos with
tha roguintions already publishod.
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The anginesr Fornando' G de Rochovills was Intely som.
misgioned to survey the rivers Andim, Jatopu, Urabo, Coary,
Teifo, nnd Jotaby.

Aungnsto Joso de Souza Scares de Andrven, first Heatenant in
the navy, was employed by the Amazon Stoam Eavipation
Company, to axplore the river Purns, partly surveyed before by
tho ongincer Ohandless, with the special object of nscortaining
the existence of n communicention, sopposed.to oxisg; bobwoon
thint rivor nnd the Madre do Dioos.

If ihis undertaking be successiul tha rich  aund populons
dopartment: of Cuzeo, in Poru, will have casy issus to tho
Atlantic, to the advantage of tlose nakions which navigate, and
antertain commernmal rolations with, the Amazan.

Haphasl Heyes, a Columbian, on his own scconnt, and as o
ropresenintive of the firm of Klins Heyes and Brother, of the
ci{f af FIJ[_II'I.}'I'LII‘ lm]onging to the Tniled Stabtes of Columbing
oxplored the fluvial line botwesn the city of Pasto and the
eapital of Para.

Desoending the Tgn or Potomayo, whick has s conrss of 1,500
kilometros with 56 tributarios, some of which nro navigablo, he
asoortnined that this river is easily navigable by steamers from
the new port of 3. Joséd dos Guoamués, distant §00 kilomotres
from tho frontior of tho Bmpire, to tha point whoro the stenmors
of the Amazon Company at presant reach.

Ho nlso ascortained that, by opening o road 125 kilomotres in
length, the joorney from’ the mouth of the Iga to the city of
Pratos con bo made in 14 doys.  This city, which alresdy
nombars 12,000 inhabitants, will then becoma: an important
comemereinl emporinm for the department on thot side of the
Republio of Columbin, and for those of Equador, asfar as Quito,
besides & portion of Parn, by which mepns the prndunl‘.inu nnd
the conyumption of H0000) inhabitants will be inorensod.

The Government of Brazil granted him permission to expork
and import goods in Bmeilian sailing or steam vesssls, during
throo years, bobwoon the ports of the Amaxon pnd those of the
interior of the Republin of Colombia, throngh the river Iga oc
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Putomayo, with the exemptions and elanses contained in the
instrnations then publishoed.

Joaquim Thomas ds Bilva Coulbo, first lioutenant in the navy,
explored the river Jaupery ; after a six days’ journay, having
descended an important mpid, be srrived st Mours, and thenos
procesded to lake Aire.

According to the sxplorer, this river runs K.E. by E., varying
in breadth nlong 2,200 kilometres of its conree, dooding exten-
give islands in the miny season.

Tha Parn not iree, sarsaparills; copabiba and other intoresting
plants, grow on its banks.

Tho same officer oxplored the river Amanan es far as the
mpids of the sume name, which ha was uosble to oross. Ho
informs that this rivor rons N, N, B, with bokb little velocity,
having s almost nniform brendih throughont its lengih.

This i one of the rivers most freqoented by the abarigines,
and linotonant Silve Coelho verified that they do not nse, as
othiers do, o kind of cance called whs to come down te the
hiinks of the Rio Nogro, bub walle down in the dry season to tho
banks of the Carinn, crossing to the sther gido by the mapids.

Dr. Antomio Affonso de Aguisr Whitaker, judge of the district
of Corumba, in 1874 during the dry season, descendod from
Aniouns, 79 kil=, 200= distant from' the capitul of Goyna
down to the falls of 8. Simso, and confirms that betwoin thase
two places no important chstacls impedes steam navigation.

As the river Mogy-guassn, in the provines of 2. Panlo, ks
alrendy steam navigation, and tha obstructions ot ita month may
b avoided by a road from tho first rapids of the Rio Grande to
tho above-named falls, o line of communication between the two
provinoes may bo thus established, and tho jonrney from the
ocapital of the Empire to that of the provines may be reduced to
15 or 16 days vid Santos; whereas at prosent the post takes 35
days, troops of mules, 60 to 70, and carta drawn by oxen threa
n:.ﬂntll.l..




MINING RESOURCES OF BRAFZIL AND
THE ARGENTINE REPUEBLIC.

I cannot do better in noticing this important
element in the wealth of nations than to gquote
from the two publications so frequently alluded to
in this volume, compiled for the purposes of the
Centenary Exhibition at Philadelphia, Comparsa-
favely little is yet lmown as to the extent of
minerals existing in the Andine regions of the
ﬁ.l'gEl!]'lt-IEE Republic ; but as regards Brazil, o large
exploration has already taken place; and both gold
and diamond mines have been profitably worked,
chiefly with the aid of English capital. How far
the mining systems of both countries may be
angmented by railway access cannot yet be known,
but there is little doubt as to its facilitating the
development of mines. Land carrings has always
been the great difficulty, whether as regards the
conveyance of machinery or bringing down ores to
the seaboard, and this will now be materially
lessemed.
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TPirst —Ag regards Brazil mining operations:

{toun,—~It mny e =mid that overy district of the provinces
numbers this precions metal ameng its sabaeal prodeets

As however, referenes will only bo made to those localitics
which are undoubtedly auriferous, and, ns snch, deatined to be
worked, o great porHon of the provinee of Minas Bernes mosk
ba noticed, and, more particularly, all tho castern versants of
the upper basin of the river 8. Franciseo, whoro some Haglish
companies and mony privatoe individonls extract gold.

The smme may bo ssid of the monicipal districts of Cagapava,
Rio Pardo, Santn Marin, and Qroe Alts, in the provinoe of 5,
Pedro do Bio Grande do Sul.

A compnny was floated calledl the ** Companhin dis minas do
ouro o cobro do sul do Brml? (the South of Brasil gold and
coppor mine Compnny) o enrsy on mining opertions in the
firsk of these municipal disteicts, and bhas commencsd work
with o eapital of SO00:000500.

Noxt i the district of Turynsu, in Marnhao, and several pluces
in Hahia, Pinohy, Goyse, Motto-Groass, Cenma, Parabyba, Per-
nnmbueo, and 5. Paels,  Within the last fow years Qovernment
has granted sevoral privileges for the explombion of these
mingd.

Tn nll these deposits gold is foond in compoot quariz or
gqunrtsibe voins, embodded in primitive or micaceous irom rogk ;
it is alsp fonnd in great quaotities in the allovinl soil of
rivirs

Tho system hitherto employed for the oxtraction of this metal
by the English companics, and by Brazilian companies, now
being eatablished, are thess of washing and amalgamntion ; the
lnst, howover, on o smaller seale.  Privabe individuals continne
the old ystem of washing tho eands from soriforons rocks,
deposited in the beds of neighbouring rivers.

Mixed with the gold in thess sands platinom, iridiom, and, in
many placed, palladinm sppenr.

In some mines tellnrom is fonod, aa well as bismoth and
grent quantities of arsonical pyrites,




SUTPLEMENT. 311

The asinys of polladinen gold mude at the Rio do Janeiro Mint
gnve the following por contnge ;
T, I 1T
Gold e .BES Ok 25 42,9
Pallpdiom .. et Y 9,75 7.7

This gold comes from varions mines in the proviness of Minns
Geraes and Muto.Groso, and iz thore ealled ouro prato (binck
EDI{IJJ

This metal has for a long tims boen extricted in the Mint,
withont any specinl appliention for it

The late T, Custodin Alves Sertad mado some important
exporimonts on if, specially with repard fo o proporty it
possesses of contracting, on heating § and bo obtained by this
maenns & successivo redustion in modals,

Biviti—Is found in many of the galmmns exigting in all the
provineas ; bot the proportion of this metal is always less tlian
ang par eont of the lead.

It is howercer now nsserinined that in somo of the copper ores
of the municipnl disteick of Cagopava, iu the provioce of 8,
Pedro do Rio Grande do Sul, silver oxists in the proportion of
L5 por comt

Nearly two hundrod years since, this motal was fonnd mixed
with tha gold, whicl, antil late yenrs, woa extrioted and rodocsd
at the Aragoinba monntain, in the :uuniﬂfpﬁ.l'itj’ of Soroeaba,
provinee of 8. Paolo

At Itupava, near Sorocaba, thore 48 o mine which wis aban.
doned, probably becanse it did not pay.

Soma of tho galonas of Yporangs, on tha river Igunpe, nre
also argentiferons,

Historical tradition mentions the eximtenco of rich mines in
tho provinea of Bahia. But the wharcabouts of these deposits
18 nnknown.

Menourr,—On an estate ealled Capno d'Ants, in the provines
of Parana, this motal wan discovored in cireumstanees that will
parmit I'."LI!.I:![.II."-ELiI;I!I. with tho mines of Eun,r'u} and Poro




512 BRAZIL AND THE RIVER PLATE.

Tt is also snid that in the begioning of this contury it woa
found in the provinee of Banta Cathurins,

Mercury in its maotallic state nlso exists in S, Panlo; principally
in the nllavisl deposits, bat it bns never been extenctoed.

Corre.—This metal is fonnd iu the provinees of Mato.Grosso,
Goyaz, Minns-Geraes, Bahis, Maranhao, Coarn, nnd Hio Grande
div Sul, in the moniopal district of Cagapava and others; but
ohicfly b the hamiot of Snnto Antonio das Lavens, 6 kil=6
motres distant from tha town of that name, whones it may
casily bo carried to the city Cachoeira, a distance of 85 kil.=8
metres, tho lnst post on the river Jacuby, in the portion nAvig-
able by steam.

The ore of this disteict, which contains the richest enpriferons
deposita of Brasil, yields as mnch as 6 por cont. of pare matal,
nccording to the lode exploited.

In these minos malachite, lazulite and klaprothing aro met with.

Masoaszes.—In tho basin of Parsungos, in Minas.Gornos, ab
¥panemn, nod in other provinees thin metal is foond; and in
Inrgo quantities in Bahis, near the oty of Nnzarsth, whonon
thiera nre steamers o the capital of tho provinge.

Tix,—BS0 littls of this metal has been discoverod that it is far
from baing considored na industrisl product of the country.

Tt is siid bo hnve beon moon in the sands of the Paraopebe,
in ths provines of Minas-Geraes, snd in some granites of Hio de
Janein,

Fiso.—Some specimens of sulphurst of ming cnme with the
galenns from the Thispaba mage in the provinee of Cearn.

1t e nlso said to have boon foand’ on a spur of the Araripo
range in the eama provinee.

Ligan.—There are grest quastities of galonas, some of which
ure argontiforons.

The follawing places aro well known to hawve deposita:
Yporangs, in the province of 5. Paxlo, the province of 8. Pedro
‘Ao Rio Grande do Sal, the river Aboste, and near Sete Logons,
toth in MinwsGeraes ; the provinees of Rio de Janeiro, Para-
Lyba do Norto, Buhin, Sants Catharina, Cears, Maranhao and
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Pinnhy; thers are olso doposits on the Ibinpabn range, in the
provincs of Cear.

Chromatoe of lead is abundant at Congonhas do Campo, in
Minna-Greraea, but, na yeb, it 18 of little profit. Its composition
im oxide of load G por conb., chromic seid 31 pere cont.

Of all these lend mings, tho most important is that of the
river Abaste, from which silver was nlso axteactod, whon it woa
formerly worked for account of Glovernment. i

Axtiuonr.—In the Notional Musoum thors aro specimens of
unlp]l.n:mt. of ru'l.l:-'imun].' fonnd in Eha j:lt'q‘.‘n'i‘il:l.r.‘:ﬂ- of Minns-Grornes,
and it is said to exist in B. Peulo, snd Parnos: It {5 also found
i Esparito Santo.

Brawrre.—At 8. Vioente, and Passagoem, in tho province of
Minns-Guoracs, oves of bismunth have beon met with,

Ansgnig-—It {8 gonerally found with pyritos in auriferons
formation, buk alse in the seid stnte combined with iron, forming
peorodite, in the parish of Antondo Peroien, in Monns.Gornes.

oy, —There are, in the Empire, some pluces whore this motal
i found undor the mest fnvonrable conditions.

All the Itabira mdge, m the vicinity of Ouro Preto, on the
Enpinbace rangs, nenr the Piedade spur, and in many other
]_'uln.(:n:A of the Pturjnm af Minns-(arnes, inealeulnble qun.nl'itiﬂ
of this metal cxist; a lsrge proportion of thess moontaing
in compased of oligistis, magnotic, and micnceons iron; tha
oligistic undergoes docomposition oo the sarfnce, owing to tha
notion of the atmosphere, and forms layors of limonite which
ovorsprond vast sandy expanses.

In the northorn provinces, in the infterior of Mines-Gernes,
in those of 5. Padro do Rio Grande do Sol, snd Parmnn, thors
aro onormous quantities of fron, more or lods decomposad, in the
nrgillaseons deposits, which ocover the plains and the slopes of
hills.

The richost mines, which do oot constitote an independent
formation, aro lodes of more or less bmik, such an those of 5.
Joao, d"Ypanema, and some in the provinoes of Alsgoas, Ceamn,
Rio Grande do Norte, and Parahyba,

W
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In Brazil their ave iron mines, which, owing to the camplto
absence of pyrites, are incontestibly saperior to the most famons
of Bwodon,

The mignetio oro of Brazil contains 78,5 per cont. of iron;
the oligintic, tho martite, and the best micncoons 50 peor’ oent 3
fulling in the infodor qualities to 25 and 20 per cant.

Iron, from ita nbundance and good quality, is, by iteolf; one of
the most important elements of the wealth of the Empire; in
gonoral, the deposits may b easily and economically worked,
being, for the most port, pliced near extensive forests, whiel,
being out down, consfantly renppenr within from siz to ten
years, and which, thorefors, form immenss doposite: of ox-
collont fosl, near abundant streams and falls, which sonstitate
immanss waber power for working the mochinery.

In the provines of Minas-Gernes there are private individuals
wha, tuking advantage of those favonmble cireomatances, have
obtnined very profitablo resnlts from iron mining.

A greab deal of the fron gonsumed in tho provings of Mins.
(rernes is oxtracted from its mines and wronght on tho spok; ib
is therefore to ba sapposed that this useful indostey will, in &
fow more yenrs, spresd to many other places in the Empire.

The mest important iron fonndry of Sooth Ameriea is on the
banks of the small sver Ypanems, omo of the afinents of the
Sorpeabn; in tho province of 5. Panlo; it is 191 Lilomotros
distant from the port of Suntos; 125 from the eapital of the
provinee, and 25 from the base of the Aragoisbe monntain,

This pstablishmont possesses fmportant and vary valuahble
rosources: obe of excollont quality, carbosate of limo for Auxes,
refactory elay for building fornsces, snficient water pawar for
tha more important engines, and vory good foresks.

Having bomn created and mnintsined by the State, Govorn.
mink has paid particnlar attentjon to it since 1365, when it was

Tho prosemt director, who was commissioned bo engnge in
Europa skilled Inbonr for the warks of the foandry, hes returned,
bringing thirteon operntives with their fimilies,
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Theso, though not nomerons, will stimnlate the nptitads, and
the good taste of the antive workmen, who namber mooe than o
hundrad, and so contribote to the improvement of the persounel
of the establishment, an effoct which s almady falt.

The swems solicitado wos displayed by the dircotor in the por
chuse of the machinery in Eovope.  This has serived and has
been sot np. It may therofore bo fairly surmised that tho
snpoeas of the foundry is assured.

Governmont, winhing to realize the cnds thoy had in wiow,
with the restgunnization of this establishment, have insteooted
the director to supply the war arsenal of the enpital of tho
Empire with bar iron 88 reqoired: n large quantity is already
propared, and abortly the sopply will, in all probahility, be
rigulnr,

Tho forests abtached to the fonndry cover an aren of 6.651.5
bectares, which can afford n duily snpply of 15 metrical tons of
chareonl, a sufficiont quantity to keep the furosces and accessory
workshops in eonstant ackivity.

With the cxtonsion of the © Sorccabans” milway as far as the
foundry, & gmod fotoro will open for that cstablishmont, not
only with rogard fo military reqoiremonts, botl to indostey in
gonoral,

Severnl buildings are finished, and others are boing rapidly
constrocted, and the fuct that all tis materials ||mp]:|:.'nd in thesa
works have beon propaved in tho catablishmont is deserving of
notice.

The workshopa can already make any kind of machinory, and
the rollers for moking thin sheet iron and the mochines for
drnwing wire, it for telagraphic lines, 18 baing puab ap.

Boaides the quarries of oxcollent marble, which exisk near the
fabric, & coal mine wns discovered ab o distanes of 33 kilometran
in o direction W.N.W.; & most lnl.]:-Drtqu.L Fruot.

Becond.—Argentine Mines :

The menntaing of the Argentine Hopabliv, and above all thoso
of tha Provinees of Cordova, San Lais, Mondoza, Ben Juamn,

w2
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Rioja, anid Catnmarca, contnin great wealth in metals, and long
singe produced o lively mining industey by the ssarch for gold,
silver, eopper, lead, and nickel, However, this oeonpation has
nob yeot bocome of that importance which in reality belongs to
the richness of the metalliferons ores; but it will certainly goin
mugh more ns soon a8 the railways mow in conslroction are
finished, sa that by the inerenss of immigration the nocessary
workmen ¢an bo procarod, and transport bo rendered easier and
TOTO BROUTT,

The metals we mantion are fonnd in real veins, and the gold
iz also found in plocers. The rock in which the weins apponr
differs mueh in the difforent mining districts, .2, i the *high
Innds of Copillitas' it 18 granite ; in the * Sierm of Cordow
and of *itho Huoria™ it is gueiss; in the chain of Famabtine
{Rioja) it is ‘Aahist; mear Gualilan (San Juan) it is paloczoia
limestone, trachytio tufn, snndstone, ete, We also find that it
ooonrrenos is yory varied. So much the moro intoresting is the
fnct olrendy montionsd in Ohapter VI on the Geology of the
Arpentine Hopublio that, netwithstanding tho great variety of
the rock in which the voins appoar, the greatar part of, or
perhnpe all, the meinlliferons veina in this coonéry aro ooly
found in thoso places whore the granite gneiss, limestons, obe.,
are penctrated by igneons rocks, snch na trachyle and andesite
bolonging to the tortiney epoch.

This circumstance, so charcterintio of Arpgenting metal-
liforons veins, demonsirates that their birth tock pluce in the
tortinry poriod, and wis oceasioned by voltanis notion ot that
time. For the rest, in the neighboorhood of o tmohybie pene-
tration o Engle voin 38 rarely found; bot, om Eha conkrary,
several veins are ordinarily fonnd in the same distriet.

T will now follow thess gpeneral remarks by anenomerstion of
the principal mining districts of the country.

Tha gang of the anriferons weins is guarts or horn-stono,
impragnated with notive gold, pyrites, and beown iron ore. It
ig found in this form in the Provioee of Ban Lmis, at the
onvirons of Tomalnste, nbove all in the Cansda-Honda; and ab
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tho Portexneloof the Sierra of Tlapd, as alio in the beretofore
oelebmted mines of Gualilin and Guaachi, San Juoan. ™

Gold plocers nen fonnd in the Biorm of Famating, Riojs, in
the valley af Calohaqui, Salta, and in ths Department of Puna,
Jujoy. In the two lost the exploeation is made in & mosk
primitive mannoer by the Indian populstion ; those of the Pro-
vines of San Lmis are a hittls more advanced.

Siver~The richest ailver district of ull the Republio is tha
Carro-Nogreo, near Chilesita, Bioja. A surprising quantity of
voins aro found hore in the schist, which, besidea brown wpar,
blonde, nod p_f'.-i:c-a. contain native silver, by silver, horn
gilver, and argentite, sometimes in snch sbondance that it may
rival the richost districts wo aro noquaioted with.

Unfortnnately all the mining induostry of this district is ab
present in the bandd of the small traders (almost ovory inhabi-
tant of Chilesito bns his little mines), who bave neither the
necessary intelligence nor the indispensablo capitel to enabls
thom to work with omeorgy. When, however, in the fuftore o
gond mine shall be constructed undor proper direction, the
village of Chilesito will be one of the most fmportant mining
distriots of the Hepublic, notwithstanding its sltituds of from
5,500 to 4,00 moteos.

In tha Sioren of Cordovs quartz veins ave nlso found rich in
horn and native silver, in which, ms n mineralogionl meity, &
little iodic silvor is foond. The ﬂx]:nluratinn. which is almoat
totally imnotive in this distriot st present, conld be gresbly
dovelopod,

AncEyrirEnots (FALEss—Ymns, whose chief ore is angem-
tiferons gnlons, nre very nomerons in all the mountaing of the
Ropublic, nnd soon these districts will begin to prosper on tha
constraction of the mailwavs nlrondy begon. At present tho
greater part of them are exclosively DI:CD.piI:II’]. in tho extraction
of milvar, betansa tho lead is mot worth the lang transport on
mule-back ; it therefors gives no valuo fo the distant mines,
notwithstanding ite nbundanes, The priceipal districts which
posscas veins of argentiferons galenn aro those of Parnmillo do
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Uipalinda, Mondozn ;. in the Sierra of Fontal de Castonn, in the
Biorea of HTtm'h'I, Ban J'I:I.I:I.l:l1 and in the Siarm of Cordova, nbove
allin tho district of Ojo do Agua.  In all theso places a quantity
of voing are found which ar nob worked, save saperficially from
timo to time, oo necount of want of capital. Tunnels, mochines
for the mising of ores and witor, mochines for tho ssparation
and wishing of the ores, ns yob are completaley nokoown o the
greatest part of  thesa ‘minea, nor haye t.]:ll:l_'r' been ﬂ.qg to noy
greab depth,  These romarks aro sufficient to prove that ths
mningi will booomo developed s soon as the expense of freight hus
diminishod. :

Mickry Ongs.—At Jngnd, in the Province of Rigja, veios ar
found of which 4he principal substance is mussive nickolite, and
which have bean exploited with moch profit for some 20 years
pust.  Unfortunately the political disorders duoring tho presont
yenr (1874.5) forced the Enrapenn propriotors to abandon their
bpEineas.

Correr  Ones,—Native copper, chalooeits, hornite, tabra-
hodrite, emnrgite, and chaleo-pyritos are found in thick and
rich veins, and gonernlly their valon is considersbly inerensed by
s gl plloy of gold and silver.  The most important district ia
that of the Sierm of Cnpillitas, Catamaren, in which great mines
aro, worked in an excellont mammer. Ita ores nre noriferons
chalco.pyrites, tetrn-hydrites, and bornites. The district of
Mexicana is sitoated olongside, ot tho inhospitabla hoight of
4000 motres, but rich in veins of enargite. In the Sierr
of Famatins, llinjn, thers in also n districé of grent prnmim
for the fulure. Tho mines of copper-pyrites sitnated in the
Bonthern Sieren of Cordova nro of less importanes ; but, quil-l.r
romnrkable, they are ot present abandened.  Tho samo may
be said of thoso in the valloy of Calchned, in the Depastment
of Rosario on the Frontiers, Balin. The old heaps of rofnsn
in Ehe Iattor localitics lend Lo the belicf in a large distribotion of
the veing of copper-pyrites and grey copper.. Finally, T hers
montion the woll-knewn faet that the Mountain of Bayen, in
the -sopth of the Provioes af Mondoes, is charscterized by
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ne extragrdinnry ricliness in nabive copper.  Unfortunsbely this
country &8 still' within the Indian terdtory, so that ot prosont,
nelwithstanding ita wealth, an oxplotation is not possible.

Tegxw Opes—It 'in ofton pretended tlat certaln mountains
eontain & geeab pbundance of iron ores, nnd although it may
be probable wo hnve as yet oo cxnct data on the snbject.

Wo insest hers the passing remark that, wecording to a
ealculation of Major Tgnatins Richard mado in 1859, whon 2687
men wore ocgupied in the mining industry of the Argentios
Ropublie, with o capital of abont 13 million of hard dollars
pliced in mines, they produced in 18568 the amount of 105
kilograms of gold, 1,200 kilograms of silver, 13,828 quintals
of eoppor, and 20,000 quintals of lead.

Innsmuch as mora oxact statistics are wanting, T roprodusce
thess Bgures withoot goarmntesing them,

The problem whether there nro conl messures worth working
in the Argeniine Republin bas been already studied severs]
times, and yot awaits a final resolution,  As it is sopeciinons to
demonstrato the great valos of fossil.conl—nbenld it axdst hera—
to Argenting induostey, T will sfmply communicate all wo o ot
know aboot it.

Commenecing with the geneml resnlt of all my researohes, T
eay ok once that conl mensnros oxisk hero, bt it B8 0 qoestion
whether theoy nro worth exploiting. Tt is already montionod in
cleup. V1. that the greater pact of the monntainons mnges of tho
Pampa which consist of gnoiss and orystalline schists aro
anrrounded by sandetons, and wa godeavonred to damonstrale
that this sandstone formation, ander {he cover of the eluy of the
Pampn, probably fills all the basing whish exist botween tho
differont  monntains. Thus we showed that this eandstone
appertains to formations of difforent charactor, and conseqnantly
a gonpralization of the following remarks i not ndmissiblo. Omn
the contrary, they will ba capecinlly dedicated to the basin, mors
ar less bon lengnoes broad, which is found in the Provincs of San
Jusn botween the Sierra de In Huerfa snd Pie-palo, divided by
the river Bermejo.  On tho castern cdge of this basin, thatis to
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gy on tho B,W. wlope of the Bicrma do In Hoerla, in the districk

wharo tho Papapnyos takes its sonres, sovernl places are foand
of ont-arops of coal beds over an extent of some £3 squarc
leagnes, On tho slopea of the source of the Papagayos, Lnlf o
leagnn from the Sierra de ls Huerts, and two leagues from the
post hoose pilunted moro to the sooth, red sandstones are foand
with imboedded Inyers of conglomorates, whose pebbles nee exclu-
gively of pgneiss, micaschist, snd goarte A course.grained
sndstone 18 found undorneath, nnd in this last o bed of from
0.9 to 1.2 m. thick, vertienl to the Lorizen, nod consisting of an
altornntion of coal and shale in such o monner that this peat or
conl forms almest balf of the entire thickoess, By means of
& shaft of small Juplh I fonnd ot & motres uoder the surfnos
n #ocond bed not so thick. The mica-schist which nllernntcs
with the coal is extraordinarily rich in fossl plants; and these
lnst, as I havo aleeady enid, canse this formation to bo recognised
a8 corresponding fo the earboniferons system which Eoroposn
Hw'lﬂgiuh indicats '|;|_lr the namoe aof “ Rhetia” Alsa on the
opposite—ar westorn—side of tho basin, thet is to sny oo the
onstorn slopes of the Sicrma dol Joachal and of Huneo, o thin bed
af coaly 18 found in the same sandstone formation s bot hore the
strata ara much distarboed, so that the beds show n dip of sevaml
degrees, consisting of repented alternations of pitch coal and
sondy shalea, All those out-orops of eonl have ne pread
tochnicnl valne s yeb; nevertheless, they aro of great impor-
tance, boecauso they lead os to soppose that all this basin, 10
loagnes hrond, botween the above-numed mountains is probably
filled up by a carboniferons formation of which only'the super-
fioinl stratn mro now known. Moroover, tho thicknoss of thoso
stratn in the ventre of the basin is entirely unknewn ; bat when
it &8 romombored that the boda of coal are genernlly thicker and
of better quality in the centro of the basing than at their bordors
(n fully proved fact in the carboniforous districts of almest all
countries), it i6 reasonable bo supposs that hero woe bave an
poalogons  case,  However this may be, the observed facts
demand that borings shogld be instantly ondertsken in the
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middle of the basin, which sheuld penetrats down to tho old
crystalline -schists, Buch sn enterprise would demonstrato
whethor the beds of coal inceoase in the centre, snd whethor
— a8 it may be hapeid—they are of sufficiont Hickness bo justify
working them.

As the basin betwesn the two mountaing is & desert almost
doprived of water and coversd only with o miscrable thicket
(for the River Bermejo which divides it is for the greatest part
of theyoar only & river asso—dry), greab difficultics would have
to be conquered in making the borings, of well 88 in & possibla
futare exploration ; yob, with enough cnergy and capital, scosss
might be rendered cortain. The horings for ecal wonld bo ak the
gamp time borings for water, and thos also contribute to the final
polntion of ths most important problem for tho deserts of the
interior, vir., * whether the comstruction of artesibn wells is
possibla here

Ag for the disteict in question n faveunrnbls solution may bo
pridicted in-u goological point of view, becouse the waters of
the Bermojo which enter the valloy nse lest uader the surface,
whoro they meet an impormmeable stratom in the shales of the
coal measaros,  Consequently & groat sublormnesn ressrvoir of
waler oaght to oxist nbove this eclust, aud by wirtoo of the
geological wtractors of the whele conntry thess cironmstnnoes
promise that openings made in the contre of the basin wonld
also give n passage to the soblermasan wablers, On aeconnt
of the large transport of cagtle maress this. diskrict boond to
tho provinces of Coyo sod Chils, woro the walers of an artogian
wall—instend af eoal—to bo found, tho oxponse:of construction
wonld ba well remuoernted.

Wo other districts whore coal or lignita conld probably b
found are known at present; meantime, in the provinees of the
Fopublic some: bitwminons shales heve boon found, the atudy of
which may give reaults of great importance in the fatore, Theso
glales exist in the province of Mendozs, fn s series of banks
of eandsions and conglomomte spread over a' great extent of
the slope of the Sierra de Mondozs, and are also foand steongly
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developed in the inkospitahia oountey of tho Paramillo de
Uspallats. A wory bituminons schist, in whieh T have found
some sogotable romaing, o quantity of shells of & small epeciea
of Estorin, and somotimes also ecales of fshos hind besn fonnd
in the sandatono near Challus, in the Corro de Cachonts, somao
70 leagues sonth of Meodozn, on the read. to FPlunchon; and,
fimally, also at & dopth of several motors in the environs of
Unpalinta. This bitaminous sehist in saveral places gives hirth
to springs of napths, which have formed these depositions of
asphnltum.  Thoy sre known at the Corro de Cachonts, nnd
nbove all—in abundance—on the road to the Planchon. A more
or less detailed stody of thess two locolities has not yot boon
undertakon.

A gimilar formation appears to exist in o great part of the
privince of Salta,  All the intelligonce wo have recsived from
thenee in refereucs to its geological formation mentions numer-
ons springs of naptha or petrolenm, gonerally arising from thoso
stratn, Ik ds snid that above all the district of the Tar Ingnng
of St Michael, to tho west of the Siorrn de Santa Barbara, is
rich in these springs,  'Wo mnst wait for furthor information, at
the mma time wishing that thess springs. may soon bocome the
olbject of a loceative cxplotation,




ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS.

The ostalilishment of the slectss lu[-ugh‘l.illl. 11 Brazil dates
from 1852,

It was st first ropresentod by short lines: in the capital of the
ul:r.pin,', n]_'wl:.in]]r deatingd for government aervicop in 1856 tho
electria telegmph reached Potropolis, tho line comprising 20
kilomatres of snbmarine cabla.

The requirements of tho defonce of the: bay of Rio do
Joneire called, in 1863, for the employment of this powerful
means of ecommunioation belween the Governmant mnd the
fortrosses at the onteaooo of the bays and, oneo there, the
telographic lina was continged to the oty of Capoe Frio, oo
the coast of the provines of Hio de Janeire, that it might be
of wea to maritime oavigation, till then served by the n-PL'im'I
tolograph, established in 1808,

The war sgainst the Governmont of Poragnsy, in the year
1865, gave a frosh impulso to this sorvice; o line with doubls
wired being constrocted from the capital to the sooth of the
Empirve, which, whilst it sopplied the war reqoirements; gerved
ot the sama time a great nomber of places on the ooast of
thi pm\'im;w: of Rio de Janegire, 5 Panlo, Paran& and Santa
Catharing; and more particnlarly the important commercial port
af Bantos.

Groat difficultios had to be: overcoma in constrocting this line,
which ecrosses 16 rivers and crecks; moontsion covored with
virgin forests, and placea destituto of overy resonree, and whoro
no roads existed, whoreby to convey the porsonnel and matoriel.
These causes, which giill subsist, thongh in o less degres,
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oontribute to render diflonlt fhe maintenance and ropnivs of this
telegmphio lino; novertheless, sinoe 1860, it has boon of great
ueo bo povarnmaent,” to the publie in general, to commerce in
particular,

Af tho stafions in the more important cities, such as Paraly,
Baotos, Iguaps, Pamnagus, Dostorro, Laguos, Porto Alegre,
Polotns, Jagoarao and Rio Grande do Sul, Momse's donbls
npparatos s employed, and in the intermediate stations, Siem-
men’s olectro-magnotic apparatus.

Having been eonstrnoled ander pressing cirenmstances, snd
subjeat bo great difficultics which sppearcd at overy stop, the
linp in o short time began to nmeed important repairs. Somo
posta of inferior wood, and others of gﬂqﬂ. rinuJil:j,_ but groen
and out ab an improper time, rapidly decayed, and their snbsti-
tution by iron posts beeame nocessary ; to many other ndvantnges
thess posts join that of sheltering the lines from the thunder
storms so freqoent in the south of thae Empire, st cortain poriods
of the year.

Af present these posts, and wires of five millimetres, are nasd
in proforence, ns also insnlstors modified by the direstor of the
telographs, in which the contact with the wires has boon groatly
diminishod, by which means they are muoch less smbjeat to the
naotion of rapid changes in the temperatare, than the insolators
protectad by an iron eap, tho porcolnin boll’ of which cracked
very mailj, besides which thoss ean be mach more ﬂuil;r ru]_jln.mn;L
when no longer serviceablo.

Tho state telegraph department ia now definitely organdzed,
ndvantages having been faken of tho oxporicnce of the most
sdvancod nations.

The Government lines are 6,120 kilomokros in I-{';n.gi.h. with
8,623 kilomotres of wira lnid down, serving 87 stations.

Thay are divided into three sections :

The first is, strictly spesking, urban, and. extends over 24
kilompetres, it hns 13 stations, and 1,200 metres of submarine
cable, betweon the war armepal and tho fortress of Villegaignon,
to servo the difforent public departments.
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Tha second, to tho north, alresdy constrocted between the
central station and Linkaores, in the provioco of Espiriio Banto,
878 kilometres in longth, with 2,200 kilometres of wire, snd 22
atations, incloding the Oape Frio line; nnd that to the light
honss on the said Cope, in the province of Hio do Jaoeiro.
This line is mesnt o conneot the capital of the Empire with
tho northern provinces.

Another portion of this lne, of 1,242 kilomatres in axtont, i
open to traffia; it haa 14 stations from Cemamd to Heeife,
passing through the capitals of Bahin, Sorgipe, Alngons, and
Parnurm buco.

The portion of the line bebween Linhares, in the provincs of
Espirito Santo, and thet of Camomi, in that of Brhin, will
ahortly be conolndad, and then the eapdtal of the Empire will bo
in telograplic communication with the intormedinto citics ad fne
as the provines of Ceard. The only thing wonting in this ling,
of 730 kilomeires, is extending the wire and potting up tho
apparatus.

The southern scotion cxtenda over 2,856 kilometres, and lna

4401 Klometres of wire, 38 stations, snd donblo lines in some
pn:'l'.'i-crnn. '

This line, which commences in the capatal of tho Empice and
terminntes at Jagnamo, on the frontier of the Oriontal Republic
of Urnguny, comprises four branohes ; the first from Santod fo
5. Paclo, with stations in thoss two cities; the sectnd from
Pamoagon to Cortiba, mpih] of the I}I:"IJ-'F.I.'IJDCI of . Parnna,
branching from Morretes to the city of Antonina; the third,
from Porto Alngrn, capital of the province of 8. Podro do Rio
Grande do Sal, to the city of Urnguayane, with seven siations
the fourth with two sintions, from the city of Polotas, st tha
month of the Rio Grands, in tho same provinee,

(Great improvements have beon carried out in this Hno; a cahblo
of 8 ldlometres hns boom sobstituted by o line of 40 kilometres.
The land line from Iguape to Paraosgen i nesrly finished, in
gubstitution of the present ling, six cables baing thos avoided;
aod in Bonta Catharins, tho lino which erossed the iiland hna
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boon earried over to the continent, two cables boing thas sup-
prossed.

The ling from Cachoeirs fo Crozx Alés and Pnsso Fundo,
the provineeof 8, Pedro do. Rio Grande do Sul, &5 being con-
strocted and ia Anished as far na Santa Maras do Mounta: its
length i 106 kilomotres; ns the beanch from Hosario, in tha
Urngnoyan ling, a5 far o Sauta Annn do Liveamento & also
finizhod.

To the north the line has beon cxtended from Bocife to
Pornbyba and' Cenrd.

As it is almost impoesible to keop the lines in repnir withont
roade, theso nre being construoted by onder of Government,
by which moans Innds, antl lately abandoned, am becoming
nvailable,

In conseqminos af :im[lrﬁ'l.'l:nli:nhl realized on the lines, soch ns
the substitotion of woodon by iron posts, greafer facilities for
mluin;.‘ uw‘ing to the n;mhing of ronds, morce mgulnri‘t.:r in ths
poervion is bo bo oxpoctod, specinlly ns solf-ncling sppomatos of

tram=mission are to bs employed, which will inereass the rmpidity

and the precision of talegraphic writing.

Besides the lines nnder the charge: of the Director General of
Tlﬂrgmllll.u, thore aro othors belonging bo the different nl.ilwu._'f
mmpnniﬁ, which not enly satisfy the requirements of their
respective traffis, bot also sorve the public nt modernte i,
which aro approved by Government,

Brazil is in telogrophie communication with Europs throogh
tho cable which, starting thence and going to Pernambuoo,
follows the coast of Brmxil as far sa FPord, whoneo; by way of
Baint Thomas, it meats the Unated States line.

Tho cablo which joins the provioce of Pornambuceo to that of
Bahin and of Hio de Janecire, and that which goos to Santos,
Banta Oatharins, Rin Grands do Sul and Barrs do Choy, whore
it meets the Montevidean line, is in active service.

All the poast of Braxil is thoreforo linked to Enrope, to the
United States, and to the Argentine, the Pamguayun, and ‘the
Ohilian Republics,
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Tha rocoipts of the Government limes hove increassd fn
proportion to their advancomont,

Tu the financial year 1861-62, when the Paotropalis lino alone
existod, tha receipta were only 828140, whicli inorossed to o
littla over 5:000-000 when the southorn line was insugurited.
In the yoar 1866-67, thia lino being open, though working
irregularly, the reccipts roso to over 26:000:000,

Thenes forward the ascending progression contineed, and in
the finnnoial year 1873-74 the reccipts amounted to 170174800

The average distance between tho stations, which & not in
proportion to tha length of the lines, is 70 kilometms

Bince the financial yoar 1864-57, whon the sonthern Hoo waa
finished betwoen the capital of the Empire and Parto-Alngre, the
receipts of the telepmphs, in relation to the expenses, have bem
8 follows: 1886-67, 25 por conb of the oxpenses; 1867.08, 91
por cont; 1H68-60, 26 por cent; 1B59-F0, 32 per cont; 1870-FL,
39 per cont; 187172, 8D per cont; 1872-74, 42 por cont; 1673-
74, 22 por cemt.

It the exponses of the stations bo addod to those arising from
ropairs, the recoipts show o considormble par-canings,

In the yrar 1866-07 the exponditore with the constraction nod
maintenanes of the Hne amonnted to 221685808+ in IATI_F3
ik inareasid to 1,225:01-L464; and in 187574 to 1.1 03488003,
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ADVERTIZSEMENT

Brazilian Submarine Telegraph Company

RULES AND REGULATIONS

FOR THE THANSMISSION OF TELEGRAMSA,

1. Al telograenn pheabd ba logibly wolten,
2. No responsibility in & ed by the company for any delay or orrom i
thio dr tmlen af frea, ar fur the son-delivery of telpgrama fromn whataver

cames arising. Every core, bowoever, will bo taken to cmkure both nccomey In
traniit gnd apeed in delivery,

REGINTRATION
8. Tha Company rn;i}lwr- froo of charge the names sod addressos of flrms
rooriving mosanges, 8o that this information may be gives in two wonds thos—
W Aronco, Peniadncsd.” This registmation can bo effocbed only ot the Btatboe (a
tho town wheee the fr= & selablisbeld, nad not by leltor from England to South
Amerios, or vies reves. The regintmation in England mmsst ba snade with the Eastern
Telogmph Compaey and tho Gesorml Pest Offos. The Weslern and  Hresilion
Dompany make a chorge of £3 for reginirabion of their siationr im Bouth dmerica.

The mams of ths sonder of & o soed sot 1y bo tranamiitod ;

'l'btd;r

or his

if ned migmalled 1 will' be represenied by the conclnding &f the ‘messagy.
Every mosngo form, howover, must be signed by the :! tative,

TARIFF

4. Mosmpos aro taved st so moch per aingle wenl, the Bender paying oaly
for tha number of wonds sont,

B, The mazimum length of n woed In fized ab 10 leltors, any additiosal
loltaed baing eonntod and eharged for it the rato of 10 ledlers o the woed,

B. The namn of the ofice of esigin, ibo date, nod hour of departare will,
entil furthor motios, bo insorted oo the form dellversd o the Roosiver ; the
compney, howover, reserved the vight sb any time 2o rofuso to forsleh thin infor-
|'|1.ul.f:1 usnlss it ba paid for and iocloded in the text of the depatch,

7. Exproasloss jolaed by n byphon amoonated acconling to the nombar of
words omployed in their formation.

g, pec names of towns and persons, namea of placos, sbreets, bonlovands,
titlen, &o., nm aomnbed peconding to the oumber of words used to expross them.

§. IMogitimate compoond words, that is words combined in & mannes sont:

o tho ussge of Lhe lasngunge fn whizh [he mostapos are writton, are nob nmpm
Abbrovinted nod wroogiy-spelt words nre slso inadmissalin,

1 Each grenp of fpocebs ecnnlod s a word, provided it doss sob axceed
fiva clpbiore; i ovor flve figores the oxcoss ap to 10 [ ehasgred an an odditional
wonl

11. Every sepamabo ohamoter, whother figire or letter, {n counted nn' s wosd.
The combinations * fob,™ ' efl,'" and * eif ™ nro each scobpled sa n singlo wand,

1% An undorlino, whotbor npplied to cop word or to a whols sontence, i
counbed s nn extra word.

18, Bigna of pusctestion, &4, soe sob sgmalled ar chargod for.,

14 Printed meceipts nro given for all messagea sacl from tho company's
e i e 1 il f hich

< ] in rowponsilio for any expensa which may bo insuresd in tho
Aelivory of n mosange beyoed the Hecolving Siation. He in nlss eeapenaible for the
«oonssquenoos of giving an inoomplote Or incorreck nddrosn,
16. The following cods sbhrevintions aro necopied as one word 3
RE ].I'.uﬂrlnm payis)—anawer prepaid.,
L pgrumea collaticned) —ropeated mesnge.
OR. {Aocasd do recaption) —ncknowledgennst of recoipt
PP, to paydo)—potagn propakl,

it




ADVERTISEMENT

IBLI-.ET LETTER MESSAQIN
7. Tl el of mecred lottur (atboh an b x k1 m) cannok ba takes
from the paldie. Eumrnprnl. Deapatchea [, Bowover, ba scoaptad, wriltea
elthor [n m-.-:rl lnfters or ciphnrs,

RRFETITIONS

18, To jreator ¥ in trnea thn Beniler may have his

ropmmted eh paymant of lm!r thh mEnnl rates sdditicnal.

1% Tha words " repetition paid," or the abbrovistion ' TC." most ba insariboed
immpdintely nftor the Boeslver's nddress, asd will o gharged for,

20. The mpetition of all Dovermmont seored lotter or oipher messagpes and of
nll private mesangos to Bouth Amerion in obligntory.

81, Tha Heseives of o masagn suspecting an aroec in bnssnission, may, on
application within twenty-foar houm after its delivery; have the whols or any part
ropented on payment of the coab of o messago desnosding tho repetition noad n
eeply costalniig &8 many wonds ns ned requimod to bo ropoatod. Tha Bondor oan
nise bave tho whols or nny portion of his moseags repestod I applistion ba mals
within seventy-two hoarss aftor s despatoh, on paymest of the price of the
telogram he forwards and of the reply i one bo required.

22, Those chnrges will only bo returnad I tho ropetiifon sakoed for rolntes to n
propald ropsabed sesgge which o proved by the repetition to. baee noffered
mutilstion. To obisin reimburssmest it will be necosasry to 8l op & form of
roclnmation, to be bad on applieation.

AUTHNOWLEDGNENT OF RECEIPT
23, Tho dnts pad boor sk whileh & mossagpe has boon dolivored will b sotifled
to tho Bender by wire H Bo insert the words * nckoowledgmant paid ™ of the
abbrevintion * OR" immodintaly nfter the Recolver'n nidsess, payleg tho chargo
fos 10 wonds,
PREFATIN REP

TEs
24.  Tho roply to nmesango ean bo propald, the Seader dotesmining itn longth,
which musl ned pageed thiee timsd thad of the ongionl message. Tho words * reply
Eln:pud” ar “ RP." will have to be insseted nfter the Beseivar'n |I.11I.|Fﬂﬂ snd paid

thns—" B, 10 words;'" dhis [nelreciion counting na Herse wonke

Tho sum prepaid for roply will bo held st the disposition of tho Reosivor
of tho eriginal messgo Lo covor the coit of hin roply.

Should tho roply contnin mors words than have been indicated aa propaid;
the Besder of tho roply mast pay the oxcoss ohare,

tho orginal messago cannot be deliversd, or i the Roociver rofass to

sond & reply, tho delivery or torminal siation will nobify tho fact to the Bondor hr
& Lolegman, which lakis tho plaos of the roply.

MULTIFLE NMESSAGES
26, Telegrmma mddpssesd (0 povons] pemoon in the same tewn, or the samo
person ot soveral addresses in the sume town, with or withoot re.cxpeditipn by
poit, will bo toxed sk 8o many sepambo donpatchos

MEESAGES BY WIRE ANIDF PONT
2. Tolagrama fir places beyond the llmite of tho "Folegraph sreiem most baas
Ehe indication * poat,* or Lulc-"ru:lh.” in the following farm—"1 Miller; Cnlidlos,
jront Madeim, tolepraph forwued "—" Orton, Capatown, poat Madeien

RTINS T NS
27, What n mossago han auffored a dolny of 144 bonrs from other oatsen then
mn inborrapltion of the Tolegmph linos, the l:.l‘mn::ua will ba returmied aftor levestls
pation, provided they be npplisd for o8 a reclnmation foem within pix months nfters
dnie,

The cost of & repeated or collationnf messame which haa beon modilated in
wuch noway na o nltor its senso will aleo be meenmod, bok so rolmbersemmé will be
mnde for errors in ordinnry or unropeatod s,

The Reeolver of & Hossaps may present & claim for roimbumemenst on
bethall of tho Bondor.

24, Tho Bnbea of the Bt Petershorg Convention sre applisablo to cospospon-

dence axchangol with Madeim and Bi. Visooni,
THOMAS FULLEH,
January 1af, YH7T. Banaging Dirockar,




ADVERTIEEMENT

THE BUENOS AYRES
ENSENADA PORT RAILWAY COMPANY.

(LIMITED).

Incorporated under * The Companies Acta of 1862 and 1887."
Rogistored s o Socledad Anonims in HBdopos Ayres, onder
the Argenting Law.

Tha Bailwoy commencas of Busmos Ayres, and erfends by way of
Bocoy, Borracos, and Quilmes, fo the Port of Ewsemoda.  Length of
ling, 35 miles, ha whola of which wae cpened for publia frafis
1t Jenuary, 1578,

CAPITAL £700,000, IN 70,000 SHARES OF £10 EACH,
Viz.:
35,000 Ordinnry Bhares i aee 350,000
35,000 Boven por cont. First ‘:"'m!'mqm Shares  £350,000

General Mesting held in London in April each year.

DIRECTORS.
LIGHTLY BIMPEQN, (hairman, OHARLES BUCHANAN KER.

CHARLES SEALE HAYNE, JOHN WINTERBOTHAM BATTEN
Dty Chadrman,

Rapresentasive in Boengs Ayres . . . DANIEL GOWLAND,

OFFICERS.
Becrstary—J. WILEON THEQBALD. General Monager—HENEY ORAHTEEE.
Buolicilors—Mpsars. BIRCEAM & OO  Auditor—JOHN HALL.

London Offces: 8 Union Court, 0ld Broad Streef, E.C.




waidy s TIREMENTS.

Central Argentine Railway Company
LIMITED.

INCORPOMATED UNDER =THE COMPANIER AOT 1809~

£ ]EP.P!T.'LL £1,000,000 IN 06,000 SHARES OF £10 EACH
4,000,000{ DEBENTURES AUTHORIZED £700,000.

—r

Tha Ooncession from the Government of the Argentine Republic isin
porpatuity without sny fght of pre-smption ; and the Guarantes of Beven
par gent. pAr anmum, on no oxponditure not oxcesding 6,400 mile,
is for a period of forty years from 1366,

Tha Company’s anthorized line (246} miles) sommences ab the Pour
oF Rosanro cn the River Pamnd, pussos through the provinces of Santn
Fa and Oordovn, and joins the Governmeni Hailway st the Orrroor
Coapovi, which extends in o nmhn:rl.f direction Lo Toeuman 3591 il

A junction has likewiss boenformed with the Goyernment Railway ab Villa
Marin, which extends in o westorly direction to Morcodos abook 168 miles,
The Oompany's Ling—Eosado to Oordova 2464 miles,
"Tho Government Lina—Oordova to Tuouman  880F
Villa Maris {o Marcodes 168 .

i (1]

Tatal sonnested Mileagn w7437 miles,

GENERAL MEETING HELD IN LONDOMN, IN JANARY,

Divectors.
Mhairman—HENRY BROCEETT,
LAWEENCE HEYWORTH. ALEXANDER OGILVIE.
GEORGE A, W HOLT, FEANE PARISH.
WALTER MORRISON. RUSHELL BHAW,
BAMUEL WATEREQOUSE, M.P.
o “a mnlifemtd fe pe e s ows DR im Bharos
afficers.
Beerelary—GEORGE WOOLOOTT,
Audiiors—R. P. HARDING and W. T. LINFORD.
Gemeral Menager al Bomrio—HENRY FISHEIL
Rapresentative in the Republio——WILLIAM THOMPEON, Dumno Ayres.

OHIEF OFFI0E—8S, Pitursstos Brispivcs, Brsorsoare Sreest, Loanow,




ADVERTIREMENT

San Paulo (Brazilian) Railway Company

(LIMITED).

Formed under the decree of the Emperor of Brazil
and laws of the Imperial and San Paulo Legislatures,
and tncorporated, with Limited Liability, under the
Joint Stock Companies Aats, 1856 & 1857,

This Company wae formed to constroot and work o milway
{about 86 miles) from Santos (the chief port of the provines) to
Jundiahy, in the provincs of San Paulo, in the Empire of Brazil.
The ling commonces st Santos, passes through Spn Paolo, the me-
tropolis of the provincs, and torminntes st the town of Jondinhy,
nbont 27 miles from Campinag, the local eapital of the planters, and
tho depit from which the sorrounding country i supplicd with
magrchandize,

Diveriors .
ROEERT A. HEATH, Esq., Chodrmuan,

Ilis Excellency the Brasilisn Envoy Extmordinnry nod Minlster Plenipotentiney
or other the Diplomatis represostolive of Bzl in London, e ofisis
Drimectar.

WILLIAM BIED, Esq. M. H. BMITH, Esq.
JNO, MORGAN, Esq. FRED. YOULE, Eag.

Aubitors
Arpruwan SIE THOMAS DAEIN aso B H GALSWORTHY, Esq

Exrcutibe Staff, &r.
Bupsrintendent and Enginser in Son Paulo=—D. M. FOX.
' Bwrelary—GEORGE A. HILLIER, Es.
Bolicliors—Musans. RIRCHAM & CO.
London Hankers—Mumzs, N, M, ROTHECHILD, & BONE.

London Offices ... ... Gresham Hounse

Eapital
The onpital anthorized and created by the Com conatsts of
£3 750000, of whml: £3.000 is in Shares q:rE £ EuEmfrl.ly id up,
and E750,000 in Debenttares and Debentore Steck. OF L'lfl:J
£2,650,000 s Guaranteod, and £100,06M Ungusmntoed.




ATVERTISEMENT.

THE BUENOS AYRES

GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

(B R R S

Incorpornted under the Companies Act of 1852 for the purpose of
constructing Hailways in the City and Province of Buencs Ayres.

Capital £2500,000, consisting of £1,660,000 in £10 Shares
and £840,000 Debenture Stock.

Tun oconoession in in porpetmity, snd the various priviloges nnd
immuanitics  mecorded in such conoession: oxisb for s period of
Forty Years foom 1562,

e R e e A e

Praductive Milenge on iho 1st of Fanuary, V837, as ander o
Miloa

Buemos Ayres to Altamirano oA | g e
Altamirano to Dolores 7213
Altmmimano to Las Flores i ke gt 75.08
Lina Flores to Aznl fH.00

Tobal i b | ok a0

e
The gross receipts for the year 1875 (202 miles of line open)
worn £354,538¢ the Dividend upen ths Slares being 10 per pent,

per Annum.
GENERAL MEETINES HELD IN LONDON, IN MAY AND NOYEMBER.

Disrerons’ Quinmrroamioy, £4000 1w SEARES.

DIRECTORS,
G. A. H. HOLT, Chairman, FRANE PARTIEH, Depuly-Chairman.
EDWALD ABTWORTH JOAEN FAIR
SPENCER HERAPATH GEONOE W. DRAIBBLE

P. . HEYWORTH

OEFICERS,
Beeratary—0. 0. BAREEL fenerni Monagper—GE0RGE COOFER
Auditors—W,. OASH and Messzs, QUILTEE, BALL & OO.

London Offices—4, Great Winchester Street, E.C.




ATDVEETISEMENT

NORTHERN RAILWAY OF BUENOS AVRES

COMPANY (LIMITED).

Incorporated wnder tha Companios Aete of 1856 and 1867, for the purpos
of consiruching Batlways in the Oity and Provines of Fumas Ayras.

CAPITAL . : g . . £450;000
NEFIERENTED nr A
Lonns .,. i een - B200,000
Guarantoed ¥ per cont. Preference Shares 186,170
Dhafarred " =y 53,830
Ordinary Bhares (issned) ... 45,000
Dhitto do.  (nnissasd) 15 000

: £45,000
Trine opon on the 1af of January, 1876, ar wnder »
Fram BMuermas Ayres io Tigre ar s Longil, 10 milos

Br the Articles of Associntion it is pmril:l_[!d that at the end of =ash
year, nnd boefore declaring any Dividend, the Directors shall be at
liberty, in their disorotion, to reserve from tims to time and oarry
to tho aredit of & Fund, to bo called “Tho Hessrve Fond,*" auch
proportion of the nott profik, not exceeding 10 per cont. thareof,
a8 they may think fit, and that the surplus profits remaining after
payeient of dividends shall b divided into portions of £10 each, and
o many Proforonce Shares of both classes as shnll bo squal in nomber
to nuch portions shall ba drawn by lota; and in respect of snch Shares
go drawn the holders shall receive ono portion as & Bonus, notil the
whola surples shall be distviboted ; nnd the Shares g0 drawn shall
thencalorwird conse to be Profoconce Shares; and shall theronfter rank
1 ?_rdiMJ Ehares, nnd ai such only shall participate in all subseqnon®
rofi
¥ Civony Roooipts for the Year 1875 wera ... .. £61,587
Nott Receipts  ,, ,. g £07.298
The Dividend paid wpon the Shores was 7 por cont. per nnmnm.

AN ANMUAL GENERAL MEETING 15 HELD IN LOMNDOMN 1N MAY

DinecTons' QUAtIFIoATioN, £250 m SounEs,
BHIRECTOIS
0. SEALE HAYNE, Ohairman.
H. . BROWKE . N. ETRAWERIDGE
O, HIVAZ E. WRIGHT
OFFIDERS
Beerviary—EDMUND AYRESR,
Genaral Monager in Humus Ayre—HENEY ORABTREE.
Audilors—J: H. HUTOAINSOR axp J. BIET.

London Offioess! 40, Finsbuary Cirooms, ELOL




ADVERTIREMENT

CENTRAL ARGENTINE LAND COMPANY

{LIMTTED).
Ingorporaled under “The Componter Acf, 13627

CAPITAL o s £130,000, in £1 Shares.

THIS COMPANY was incorporstod on the: 23th of March, 1870, for
the nequisition, by btraoafer from the Central Argentine Hailway
Compamy and Messta., Brassey, Wythes, nnd Whealwright, of tho
Lands conceded to that company by the Government of the Argonting
Republin, consisting of aboot 900,000 neres immedistaly adjoining the
lino of -railway.

Also tho eolonization and mansgement of such Innds, sad tho
dn-.-uiupmanl: of tho resources thareof by division inlo convenionk
allotments, the constrnetion of ronds snd othor works, tho orection
of dwelling houses and other buildings, and the effectantion of such
other improvements s may be oonducive to the. settlament and
cultivation of the eaid lnde

Tha Dil.;-r_-ét.nra may, with tho prior sanction of o resclution of
the Company in Geoeral Mocting, maiss moooy for the use of the
Company by mortgage of the said lands or any of them, and from
tims o time pay off such monies, sud genarally in doing all aots and
t,'||.|nE_r- wikthin the soope of the uﬂllu-rluhug of 'this Company,

BENERAL MEET!HE HELD IN LONDON IN JUNE OR JULY.

Directors
Thoirman—HENEY BROCEETT
HENREY A, BRASSEY, M.P. WALTER  MOHRISON
LAWERERCE HEYWORTE ALEXANDER OGILVIE
PAUL ERELL BAMUEL WATERHOUBE, M.P.
GEORGE WYTHES
Officers
Beerstary—GEORGE WOOLOOTT.
Hticibers—TRAVERS, EMITH, & BRATTHWAITE
Auliiors—1. 8. HARDING axp. W. T. LINFORD.
Gmmeral Masoger al Rosario—JAMER LLOYIN
Agent ol Bosorso—HENREY FIGHER.
Reprosentativg in the Republie=WILLIAM THOMPRON, Hosnos Ayres.

Chief OMee: 84, Paimerston Buildings, Bishopsgate Street, Londom.




ADVERTIEEMENTS.

THE NEW LONDON & BRAZILIAN BANK

ITLITMATTHIT.

Eapital £1,000,000 in 50,000 $hares of £20 Each,
Subseribed Capital...i..ivnrivsucnsss £I00,000,

POAE BP0 s ea i T ian v esneni s nae e RO, OO

HEAD OFFICE—2, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Pirectors.

JOHN WHITE CATER, Esg., Jhairman.
WILLTAM FREER S0HOLFIELD, Esq, Deeuly.(hsirman.

JAMES ALEXANDER, Eng. [, | JOHN HOLLOCOMEE, Esg.

EDWARD LONEDALE BECEWITH, (| OHARLES HDWARDJORNSTON, Badq.
Hon. PASCOE QHARLES GLYN. OHARLES DAY ROSE, Esg.

Bankers.
THE BANE OF ENGLAND, | Mpssra, GLYHN, MILLE, OUERIE & Co.
Branch Banks anli Agencics.
BRAZIL—Rio de Janeiro, Pernambnes, Bahis, Rio Grands do Sal,
Pari, Porto Alegre, Oears, Maranham, SBan Paolo, Santoa, Pelotas.

PORTURAL—Idsban, Oportn, Amnrants, Brags, Coimbm, Furo,
Figugirs, Guimarnes, o8, Portimae, Setubal, Bilves,
Sines, Tavirs, Viasnna, Villa Real.

RIVER PLATE—Bnencs Ayres, Monte Video.

=

Tus Direatars of this Bank grant Drafts on the Branches and nagotinta
or colleat Bills payable at tho above places oo tha most furourabls lerms,
They imsgs Circolar Notes and Letters of Oredib for tho uso of
travellors to all parts of ths world.

;Ehny undertake the Agency of parties conpected ‘with Beaxil and
ortugnl, make Tnvestmonts in the Publie Faods, and other British and

Foreign necuritios ; and reccive Dividends and Interest froo of change
to constituents.

They also receive Monoy on Deposit nt mios of Intorest varying
pocording o the length of time for which the Doposit in made.

Curront Ascounts oponed at the Hend Office and Branches.
For fnrther particulams apply at the Bank, 2, Old Broad Strest.

Ofice hoors, 10 to 4; So vys, 100 to 2.
JOHN BEATON,
Mamager,
2 0o Broan Brneer, E.C.




ADVERTISEMENT

ENGLISH BANK OF RIO DE JANEIRO

(LIMITED).

Subseribed Capital £1,000,000, in 80,000 Shares of £20 each.

WITH FOWER TO IECHEAYE.
Foid-up Capitnl - wa 500,000,
HEAD OFFI0E:

13, St. Helen's Place, Bishopsgate Street, London, E.C.

DIRECTORS
WILLIAM BEVAN, Esq. GEORGE A, H. HOLT, Esq.
GEORGE. T. BROOKING, Esg. DAVID HOWDEN, Esg.
RIDHALD FOSTER, Esq. THOMAR BAELLAR, Eag.

ARTHUR 1. WHITE, Esj.
ALUDITORS
CHARLES HENARY NOBLE, Esg. MORGAN YEATMAN, Esg
JOHN YOUNG, Es. (Messms. Turguacd, Youngs & Co)

BANKERS
THE LORDON JOINT BIO0E BANE.

MANAGER
OHABLES CARHINGTON, Esq,

BOLICITORS
Mpsapa, JOHNBONH, UPTON, BUDD, am ATEEY.

Braich af Bia da Janeiro—FEowann Boss Duremin, Esq, Manager
Branch o Permombuco—Fisos Beiooe Broxmaw, Eeq., Monager.
Draneh o Sendos—Joes Skzers Hawrnrow, Esg, Mosager.

CORREEPONDENTS IN
Antwerp, Banl X (1] burg, Eovre, Llabon, Madrid,
Sinrecilles, Oporia, Farls,
Cemrn, Para, Morankom, Boabin, Rie Gramle do Sel, Meate Vides,
Bimenos Ayees, New Yerk, nnd New frlonms

Drafts issned on Broxil. The parchsss and eals of Funds nnder-
taken, na aleo the receipt of Dividends, the collection of Bills of
Exchange, nnd all otbor legitimato Banking bomness.

Dopanits received at the Branches, either in Qurrent: Acconut, or
for fixed poriods at Intomak.

18, Sz Henns's Prage, Bienopsoars BTREET,
Loxnoy, E.C., Nevember, 1876,




ADVERTIEEMENT

Bondon& River Llate Buank

(LIMITED).
CAPITAIL £1,500,000

Head Office; No. 52, Moorgate Street, E.C.

Hoard of Divectors
GEORGE W. DRABBLE, Esq., Choirman.
GEONGE A, H. HOLT, Esg. Depuby-(hairman,
JOHN ELIW, Esq. THOMAR B. RICHARDBOM, Eig.
DAVID HOWDEN, Esg. H. A. WTATT SMITH, Esq.
1. DE MANCHA, Esg EDWARD ZIMMERMANN, Esqg.

filamagrr—ARTATE EDWARD BMITHERS, Esg,
Enmrlarp—GEORGE WARDEN, Esg.

Branches

BUENUOS AVEES MONTE VIDEDO, RORARIO, aod OORDNIVA.

HAgents

Livenroat Dty Rou# Viao
IRELAND Besum Torey Liraeaon
BooTLaNn Haiunoma Vixoom Oawany Tanawos
Panis AMBTERDAM Banoerona Nuw Torx
Mansries G EROA BANTANDER BALTIMORE
Bomnzarx Naress Cosmsyi Hoston
Havousa Mt Lan Biraio PHILADELFHIL
Havge Ligguony Capiz ATSTRALIA
ANTWERF Pirerun Manrin NEW ZELALASD
And the varions Branches of the Nefional Provineial Bank of Englaad,

and | Provincigl Bank of Ireland.

Banrs—THE QITY BANE, THREADNEEDLE STREET, LONDON.

Deposita for fixed pesiods are roceived ot interest, particulars of
which mny be obtained né the Bank.

Liettora of Credit and Bills of Exchnngs fssued on the Branches.

Hills paynbls at Buonos Ayres, Monto Video, Rosario, or Cordown
sent out for colloction. i

Puorchases and Sales of Stock, Shares, and otber Seonrities affected
on the wenal charges.




ADVERTIEEMENT.

THE JINMAN STEAM SHIPPING COMPANY
{LIHITETJ}

Lnndon to Rwer Plate

Boindia ... 2208 Tons. ...
Bertha ... : 2197
Bt. George : 1617
Amboto .. - 1571
8t. Andrew - 1055
Rogo ; 796

0 H.P. Efftctivo

s e B S )
= i B gm o an --|
= =T = =]

(mp of the shovo steamers will bo despateied from tho

SOUTH WEST INDIA DOCKS, ON THE 2GTH OF EACH MONTH,

MONTE VIDEO & BUENOS AYRES

(Caliing ol Antwerp, Havrs, or Bordeaie, o may be found necsarary),

All goodn mre roonived mbject to the conditiens ombodied I the spocial
form of Hill of Lading, to be obtninsd coly of Messra, Warkniow & Soams,
24 Birchin Lano,

Tha Owoora will mot hold themeslvea boond o mecsive all o oy Rm:d-
tenderod to thom anless specindly sgreed for.

It in pooeasnry that ench packngo bo di :||:|.n|:l:._'r marked by the akdppers, before
-|'h'-r“'nl:|:,| vrith tha mhsmn of the port of dostinatios, withost which tha may
fibk ko taken in reguisr turn, sod the Oeners will ot be responsibls foe irrogalacity
nod dolay in delivesy.

Fredght payable an dalivery of Bills of Lading.

Any porson: who may wilfnlly and sarropéitionsly ahip or sttesnpl to'ship an
Huﬁpﬁ\_‘d’frr aeaferics, ail & l.'i!n'llt, Fls.eaiben, dynatille, ﬂ.'.'m.pir. oF Warding ol
or Rifro-plycering, prepared fannim, fog-mgmaly, pebroleem, napdha, parcfin sl

irifs of wine, sther, eamphine, urpending, far, peroussion mops, [usfer matehas,
& ofher arficls of erplosive, iaillammable, or olheriedia J.l.lnprnlu.l‘ nalurs, om bonrd
one of thesn Stoamsers will be liabla to proseoution Goder iho Aok 17 & IE Victorin,
e 104 & 820 ; or ander o Act 20 and 30 Viecoris oo G8.

For Parfiaulars as to Freight, §o., opply fo tha Brokers,

ALEXR. HOWDEN & CO.,
19, BIRCHIN LANE, LONDON, E.C.




ADVERTIREMENTS

REEIFE & $A0 FRANGISCO PERNAMBUC)
BAILWAY COMPANY

{ LI T LI .

Length of line : ; : f 7T+ miles

Capital Stock of the Company, £1,200,000

TrawarERARLE BY DEED v Suns oF £1 AKD UPWARDS.

Authorized Issne of Debentures, £275,000.

The Annual Income of the Company Guaranteed Ly the
Imperial Government of Brazil is £8(),283, of which
£24 283 s for 80 years from August 1870, the re-
mainder for 80 years from 1852,

Thoe Dividend piaid upon (AT Cﬁpitnl Stock of tha C-r.\mprl.n_:,' for tho
Yenr ended 30th June, 1876, was 5} per cant.

General Meetings are held in London in April and October

frirectors,
Tue Viscorsr GORT, Coatesis.
Gonoreal G B. TREMexasrns. W. H. Beruavr, Esg.
W. B. Grexxvmmin, Eaqg.
J. E. Peuneg, Esq. G. 0. Maxr, Esq.

Banhkers,
Mrasgs, BOBARTS, LUBBOCK & Co,

Eecretary,
U. P. HARRIS, Esq.

» {H{lices.
16, OLD JEWRY CHAMBERS, LonDoN, E.C.




ADVERTIEEMENT.

FrREEMAN Bros.
300, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.

EGENEHELAT. AGEINTLIES.
Coxsisaron CHARGES :
&5 per ocnt. for amounts mot oxooodimg £500
2 .o B . above £300
Excoptional terms arcanged for large acconnta.
The above inglude Porchase of Goods, Negociabion of Billa
of Exchange, nod Shipping Agenoy Ulorges.
Bawgena:

THE BANKE (F ENGLAND, who will kindly answer tha uwsoal
business enquirfes

FRENCH GENERAL TRAKSATLANTIC MAIL GSTEAM SHIP COMPANY.

Woai BEnd Ageacy.

T. S. FREEMAN & SONS,

48, FENCHURCH, BTREET, LONDON.

ARIRY CLOTEOEELS.

FREEMAN & ALLEN,
GENERAL PASSENGER, SHIPFING, & INEURANCE AGENTS,

48, FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON,
EC.
Agents for the “Cunard” and “Allan* Lines of Mail Steamers to
tha Uafted Statos and Canpda

F. ExpERs & Co.
300, REGENT STREET, asp

43, MARGARET -SBTREET,
TAILORS, dc. LONDON, W,
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