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TO THE
Right Honoutable
THE

Lord Phels ppeanx,

Count of Manrepas , Secre-

tary of State, Superinten-
dant-General of Maritime
Affairs, &c.

My Lord,

H E glorious Poft You are

in pofleffion of, and where-

unto the judicious Choice of the
Greateft and Wifeft of  Kings,
as well as a moft ripen'd Capaci-
ty, hath advanced You to; doth
A {o



The Dedication.
fo naturally appropriate this Rela-
tion unto Your Self, that I cou’d
not forbear, how fhapelefs foever
the fame may be, to preflent it to
Your Honour: I had no other
Defign in the firt Undertaking,
than to compile it for my own
particular Inftru&ion : But the Si-
lence of all thofe .-who made the
Voyage with me, conftrained me
to- expofe it to publick View.
Your Lordfhip can find nothing
here, which the Extent of Your
Knowledge hath not already anti-
cipated ; for what can fuch a Mini-
fter be ignorant of, who for the
Revolution of fo many Years, and
in {uch hazardous Times, hath (u-
ftain'd the Weight of Publick Af-
fairs in the moft potent Monarchy
of the World, and whofe Extra-
&ion is from a Family wherein
Science and luftrious Qualities are
as Heredirary as Noblenels of Birth,

and
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The Dedication.

and Integrity of Life 2 Wherefore,
My Lord, 1 have been fo far from
thinking to offer any thing New
to Your Honour upon this Occafi-
on, that I have had no no other
Intention, than barely to make
known the ardent Defire I have to
be in a Condition to merit Your
Protection by a continual Applica-
tion of my felf to my Duty, and
an Inviolable Adherence to Your
Lordihip's Will, who am with pro-
foundeft Refpect,

My Lord,
Your moft Humble, and

moft. Obedient Servant,

T. Frqogell.
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T HE

PREFACE.

q S I have always had a paffionate

< Defire to fee Foreign Countries, I
was #o fooner Mafter of wmy own Inclina-
tions, but I made it my Bufinefs, in the
profecution of wmy Defign, to attain to what-
ever might contribute to the Imploy-
ment of an boneff. Man, and to diftinguifh
my [felf from thofe Travellers, who run
over the World for the fole delight they
have of feecing different Objells, without
ever putting themfelves in a Condition

to be ufeful to their Country: Wherefore

being thus inclin’d, and affifted by the
Advice of wmy Friends , I took to the
Study of the Mathematicks., and at
length, by reading the Relations of others,
made my [elf familiarly acquainted with
the Hiftory of the diferent Nations of
the World. '

The



The Preface.

The Noife which Monfieur de Gennes
bis Expedition made in 1695, deter-
min'd my Refolutions of taking that Op-
portunity to go abroad, as belicving I
could not do better than to lay hold of
the Conveniency of fo brave a. Poyage ;
and  therefore without any more ady, I
abandon’'d the little Experience that an
Age of Nineteen, Tears cou’d fupply me
with, to the Courfe of my Fortune, came
quickly to make ufe of the Leffons T had
learnt (as well as the chief Officers of
the Mariners ) under one of the great-
¢fi Mafters of the Age; and began now
e.come to the prailick Part. of whar I
knew before but in the Theory. ~ The ge-
neral Idea I had formed with my felf
of the Foyage, and the frequent Con-
verfations I bad with onr Pilots, gave
me the  Advantage of taking wotice of
all_the Circumftances I thought necellary
to Sailing ;3 And I am wot to omit,
that the long abode I bave made in
divers Parts, giving me a real Tafle
of the Pleafure there is in [eeing Foreign
Countries; I have with all imaginable
Exaélnefs  enguir'd into the Commerce
of the Place, the particular Inrerefts
of each Colony, the Strength, Situation,
and Advantages of the Ports 5 the Man-

ners,




The Preface.”

ners, Cuftoms , and Religion of the Peo-.
ple; and laftly, the Nature' of rthofe
Fruits, Plants, Birds, Fifbes, and rhe
Animals  that. feenid to. have any thing
extraordinary in or  peculiar to them,
and thefe I have fet out-in the beff
manner I cowd, by a great many Cop-
per-Cats, all of them refpeilively fixed in
their proper Places, ; 3

But I have wmore particularly apply'd
my [felf to make Charts of | the Entrances
of Harbours and Rivers, either of my
Jelf, as I have had Leafure for it, a
may be feen in thofe I have given of
Gambia , Rio-Janeiro , and All-Saints-
Bay, as by reforming the Charts or Me-
moirs that have been taken of the Streight
of Magellan, of the difemboguings of the
Jles of Antilles, and of the Government
of Cayenne, that hath not yet appear’d
i the World, under the Name of Aqui- Q

noctial France , in that Extent, and
with thofe Limits I have fet it forth by. N 3
[ hope this Relation will weet with .
Jo much the more favourable Reception,
Jeeing I have retrencht it of thofe te-
dious Particulars wherewith others of this
kind are wfually fluffed , and have wmade
ule of all the Exallnefs and Simplicity
that a Work requires that has no other
than




The Preface.

than Truth for its End, and wherein
the Reader will bave ihe pleafure either
of feeing new Defcriptions, or his Fudg-
ment regulated in refpect of thofe be has
already  feen elfewhere 5 and laftly, an
order)/: View given of all the unfortunate
Difappointments of [o noble an Underta-
king, that had been wmade during the
War we were exgag’'d in, and of which
You have the Subjelt at large in p. 8o,
85, &c. and [o onwards.




RELATION
VOYAGE

Made in the Years 1695, 1696,
1697. to the Coafts of Africa
the Streights of Magellan, Brafil,
Cayana, and the Auwilles or Caribly

Iflands.

E fet out from Rochel on June s.
- the 3d. of Fune, 4.D. %
1695. to navigate the

Southern Sea, with fix
Veflels, wiz. The Englifb Falcon, furnith-
ed with 46 Pieces of Cannon, and 260
Men, under the command of Monficur
de Gennes Captain: The Sun of Africa,
carrying 32 Pieces, and 220 Men, com-
manded



e e 'Wl"’
- l

l

|

A Relation of theVoyage
commanded by M. d« Pare, Captain of |
the Light Frigat: The Seditious, a light
Frigat of 26 Guns, and 140 Men, M. de
la-Rogue Commander : The Corvette-Fe-
licity of 8 Pieces of Ordnance, and 40 |
Men : The Glutton-Pink of 10 Guns, and
40 Men: And the Fruitful-Pink, of 4
Guns, and 20 Men: Thefe two Pinks
carry’d two Mortars and 6oo Bombs,
with all forts of Provifions and Ammu-
nition neceffary for a long Voyage.

We fet fail about three a-clock in the
Morning, with a fair North-Faft Wind, |
pafs'd the Perzuis or Straight of Antioch,
and before Noon, entirely loft the fight
of Iand. | | -‘

On the 7th. Inftant at Eleven of the
lock, we difcover’d at the diftance of
three or four Leagues under the Wind,
two Veflels, which the Felicity wentto
view : They came from St.” Domingo,
an(}' were fteering their Courfe for Ro-
chel, N,
On the gth. we had fight of another
Vefiel, which the Seditious and the Fe-
licity gave chafe to, during four Hours:
The latter, which came very near her,
inform’d us, that fhe feem’d to be a Sa/-
{y=Man, and might carry about 30 Pieces
of Cannon. - |

. On
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of M. de Gennes.

On the roth. at Noon, we made 15
Leagues a-crofs Cape Finifterre.

On the r1th. at Break of day, we
were feparated from the Seditions, and
the Fruitful, as alfo from another Veflel,
which follow’d us from Rochel,

On the r4th. at four a-Clock in the
Afternoon, we elpy’d a very large Ship,
which came up to view us within three
Cannon-thot, and afterward tack’d about
again ; whereupon we gave her Chace,
till the darknefs of the Night caus’d us
to lofe the fight of her.

On the 21th. at Sun-Rifing, we difco-
ver'd the Ifland of Madera, from whence
we judg’d our felves to be diftant about
20 Leagues. '

On the 22th. at 11 a-clock at Night,
we loft the Shallop with Decks, which
M. de Gennes had caus’d to be built, on

purpofe to throw out the Bombs : For as-

fhe was tacking about, whillt the Sea
ran very high, her Cable broke, and fhe
was driven out of her Courfe,

On the 26th. at three a-clock in the
Morning, we pafs'd the Tropick of Can-
cer; at Break of day, we diicover’d the
Land of Fraya; and in the Afternoon
perform’d the Ceremonies of the Zropi-
cal Baptifm or Ducking, which are com-

B 2 monly

The Iftand
of Madera.



July s.
1695 .

Cape Verd.

The Ifland
of Gorea.

A Relation' of the Voyage

monly us'd by the Mariners in thofe
Places.

On the 1ft. day of Fuly, at three a-
clock in the Morning, the Corvetze let
off a Gun, to give us notice that fhe
was near Land; whereupon we fail'd
beyond that Veflel without difcerning
her, by reafon that fhe was very low
buiit, and the Night was dark.

On the 3d. we difcover'd Cape Perd,
or Green Head, and caft Anchor at 1
a-clock at Night, within two Leagues
of the Iland of Gorea: The next Day
we likewife rode at Anchor within a
Cannon-thot of the Place.

The Governour of that Ifland imme-
diately fent to compliment M. de Gennes,
with a Prefent of an Ox, and two Do-
zen of Pullets. The Perfon who brought
this Prefent told us, That the Veflels of
the Eafi-India Company pafsd by a lit-
tle while ago, and that an Englifh De-
{ferter had inform’d them, That almoft
the whole Garrifon of Gamébia was fall'n
fick, and wanted Provifions; which
piece of News was {o well confirm’d to
M, de Gennes, even by the Relation of
the Governour himfelf ; that if the Se-
ditious and the Fruitful had come up
with us, we fhould have fet fail the

very




of M. de Gennes. 5

very next day, in order to befiege the
Fort, before the Exnglifh could have had
any notice of our Arrival.

In the mean while, waiting till thofe
Ships appear’d, we diverted our felves,
. fome in Hunting, and others in Fifhing ;
. nay we met with fufficient variety of
| Divertifements, not very expenfive,

without leaving the Villages. The Ne-
~ groes came continually on board with

their * Veflels full of Fith, which they *Pirges.

gave us in exchange for Knives, Sheets

of Paper, little pieces of Iron, and o-

ther Toys of the like nature : We alfo

pierc’d {fome Barrels of Wine, and fet-
ting afide the Heat of the Weather,
which was exceffive, the Sportsand Pa-

{ftimes abated a great deal of the Impati-

ence that we had to go to Gambia.

On the fifth Inftant, M. de Gemnes,

M. du Pare, and the Governour of Go-

rea, went to give a Vifit to the Alcaty

or Governour of a Village call'd 7%e

Gap, fituate on the Sea-fhore, near a

{mall Marfh, being the only place where

freh Water can be taken in; upon

which account the Alkaty fuffers none

to do it, tillan Agreement be made be-

. forehand, to give him a Bottle of Bran-
1 dy for every Shallop, He receiv’d thefe
' B 3 Gen-
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A Relation of the Voyage

Gentlemen very® courteoufly, and grant-
ed their Requelts upon good Terms.
The next Day M. de Gennes invited to

forefaid Alcaty of Gap, and another A/~

caty of a neighbouring Village, who

was the Brother of a Favourite of the
King of Houmel, and otherwife in great
eftcem for his Magnanimity , and for
being one of the moit robuft and well-

fet Men of the Country. The Alcaty

of Rufifca was alfo prefent, by chance,
with a Negro Lady, the Widow of a
certain Portuguefe , who had one of

the chief Places in the Kingdom:
This Lady had excellent Features, | */
was endowd with a generous Difpofi-
tion, and of a very obliging Deport-
ment; being of a middle-iz’d Sta-
ture, and cloath’d after the Portuguefe
Fathion. M. dx Gennes treated them all
magnificently, and made them fome fmall
Preients: He was alfo defirous to divert
them“with a Volly of Cannon and Muf-
ket-lhot : But Dinner was fcarce ended, ™
when they earnellly importun’d to be
difmifs’d. The canfe of their fudden
Departure being unknown to us, we -
were not a little furpriz’d, in regard that
they had go reafon to be tir'd with the
" | Com-

—
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of M. de Gerines. 7

Company ; till the Governour of Gorea
ttold us, That apparently they had oc- Suerfition
cafion to eafe ):hcmfelves, and tmtaau— ff,;;o i
perititious Cuftom prevail’'d among ‘em,
néver to do it at Sea.

On the oth. Infiant, our Shallop be-
ing fitted out to take in frelh Water, a
Storm “of Wind arofe, which threw
het on the Coaft: She fufferd little
Dammage, by reafon that the Shock o
happend on the Sand: Neverthelefs <
this Accident was like to have occafi- ;
on'd a great Conteft with the Negroes, i
who gave it out, That one Moicty of _1
the Veilels that run a-ground on their |
Coalis, ought to be 1p13ropmtvd to
their Ufe: nnd even the Governour of
Gorea himfelf - acknowledg'd, that they
had a Right to fuch a Claim ¢ But or-
afmuch as this Law was made only in
reierence to Merchant-3hips, we fpeedi-
ly fet fome of our Men on! 110"(? to
{tand upon their Guard; and for far-
ther Security, retain’d feven or eight
Negroes, who were come on board to
trade with Fifh: In the mean while, our
Carpenters . wrought during the whole
Night; and the next Day in the After-
~noon our Shallop return'd laden with
Water, and as found as before.

B 4 On
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A Q{élation of the Voyage

On the 13th. at two a-clock, two Vef
{els appear’d, whillt our Corvette was
failing to the Village of Ruffca; where-
upon we difcharg’d a Cannon to caufe
her to return,and to recal all the Mariners
on board : We likewife made Signals to
the other Ships, which were anfwer'd
by them. They werethe Seditions and
the Frustful Pinks, which came to join
with us again, after having waited for
our Arrival eleven Days at Madera :
They caft Anchor at two a-clock, and
the next Ddy our Corvette fet out a fe-
cond time for Rufifca, to get fome Pro-
vifions, that were neceffary for our de-
parture in good earneft.

Before we leave Gorea, it may not be
improper to give fome account, how
the French fettled in that Ifland; and to
relate what I have feen and heard con-
cerning the Nature of the Coaft, and the
Traffick and Manners of theInhabitants.

The Ifland of Gorea is diftant only
one League from the Continent, four
from Cape Verd, and may be about
half a2 League in Compafs. The Abi-
fanders firft fix'd a Colony therein, and
built the Forts of St. Francis and St. Mi-
¢hael, which are flill to be feen : After-
ward the Count o Errées made himfelf
Mafler of the Place 4. D. 1678 : The




of M.de Gennes.

Englifb took it from the French in 1692,
and demolifh’d the Forts which were e-
re¢ted by the Hollanders: At laft the
Senegal Company, having re-taken it in
1693, rebuilt St. Michael’s Fort: And
there are at prefent in this Ifland about
100 Frenchmen, - with fome Families of
Lapto’s or free Negro's, who are hir'd
by the Company to trade from one
Coaft to another.

The Sea-Coaft is flat, fandy, and in
many places very barren: The Soil
brings forth Millet, Rice, Tobacco, and
fome Fruits, which are all generally ve-
ry infipid : The Country is every where
befet with a fort of wild Apple or Crab-
Trees, that grow as thick as Broom in
a Heath or Warren : There are alfo cer-
tain fmall Shrubs, which are very com-
mon; their Fruit, call'd Mandanaza by
the Negros, being no bigger than a
{mall Nut, exa&tly refembles an Apri-
cock in Shape and Colour: It is of 2
very grateful Tafte, but very unwhol-
fom: Its Leaf is like that of Ivy, but
of a fomewhat lighter Green. I have
feen there a fort of Trees not unlike
our Plum-Trees, the Fruit of which has
the Colour, Bignefs, and almoft Tafte
of our Cherries; “Tis call'd Caboiiar &

an

9



Unknown
Birds.

A Relation of the Voyage

and I have caus’d the Figure of it to be

drawn, becaufe it appear’d to meto be

very remarkable. The Negro’s made a
Prefent to us, as a choice Banquet, of

certain large Fruits that refemble {mall

Gourds, but under the Skin, is only ‘a
kind of Subitance like drefs’d Flax :
Jhey caufe them to be roafted under
Embers, and afterward chew them to
fuck ot the Juice, which is as yellow
as Saffron: This Fruit has a Stone as

large as an Egg, and as hard as Iron.
In the Country there is a great number
of Palm-Trees, out of which the Ne-
gro’s cxtralt a fort of white Liquor,

that .we call Palm-Wine, and which is
thus prepar'd : They make an Incifion
in the Trunk, and apply to it a Gourd-
Bottle, into which the Liquor runs by
the means of a Pipe: "Tis very pleafant
to drink when one is hot ; but at the end
of two or three Days, it is {fpoil’d, and
eafily inebriates. '

The Ifland” affords great variety of

Game : Turtle-Doves, Pintades, Pigeons
and Partridges as big as Pullets, and of .

an exquifite Tafte, are very numerous ;
befides divers forts of large Fowl, which

-are unknown in Europe. There are alfo

Goats, -Stags, Buflles, Apes, Civet-Cats,

Tygers,
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of M. de Gennes,

Tygers, Elephants, Lions, flying Ser-
pents, and many other Animals. A-
mong others we met with two very
rare Birds, viz. one as big as a Turkey,
with black Feathers, its Legs being thick
and fhort, and its Head of an extraordi-
nary Figure , which will be better ex-
plain’d by the annex’d Draught of it,
than by a large Defcription. The other
Bird is fomewhat lefs, having white Fea-
thers over the whole Body, the Bill long
and vellow, the Tail and the tip of the
Wings of a very lively Fite-Colour, and
the Legs fmall and very long.

T T——

-1

~ The People of thefe Coails from-the Pesple.

River Semegal, are entirely black, robulft,

and well-fer. They all go ftark naked,

both Men and Women , except their
Privy Parts, that are coverd with a
fort of Cotton-Stu, which they call
Pagnes : They are very flothful, and al-
ways hold a Pipe in their Mouth : They
feed upon nothing but Millet and Fifh,
and very feldom eat any Flefh: They
were furprizd to fee us eat Herbs, and
faid that we were like Horfes in that par-
ticular, Their Trade confifts in Slaves,
Gold, Morphil or Ivory, and Wax;

which Commodities they ufually ex~
change for Iron, Hatchets, Fufees, Co- -

ral,



12

Their Avms

A Relation of the Voyage

‘ral, Glafles, Knives, Paper, red Stuffs,

and more efpecially Brandy; in which
they take fo great delight, that the Son,
when ’tis in his power, often fells his Fa-
ther to procure it.

Every Province has its: particular Go-
vernour, who gathers the Tributes due
to the King, and takes care to call an
Affembly of the Negroes when they are
enjoyn’d to go on Warfare. Their ordinary
Arms are the Hanger, the Sagay,’ which
is a very light Half-Pike, and the Bow,
which neverthelefs they do not ufe ve-
ry dexteroufly; fome of them are alfo
furnifh’d with Fire-Arms. Their princi-
pal aim is to take a great number of
Prifoners, who are never exchang’d, but
are either diftributed for the Service of
the Officers, or fold for the Soveraign’s
Advantage. The King refides at the di-
ftance of thirty Leagues from the Sea-
Coaft in a Town called Cayor, where he
has a Palace, and Appartments for his
Wives, always entertaining {fome Fo-
reigners in his Court, and more efpeci-
ally thofe of the Portuguefe Nation :
His Dominions are extended very far in
the Country , and lie along the Coafts

- from Rufifea, which is four Leagues di-

I'ftant from Gorea to the Southern fide

of




of M.de Gennes, 13

of the Sewegal : 'The Northern is inhas

bited by cértain Moors, who arrive there

in Caravans from the Deferts of Zaara,

and whofe whole Trade confifts in the

Gums, with which they load their Ca-

mels : They likewife bring Barbary Hor-

fes, with which the Negroes afterward

traffick even to the Confines of Guinée.

The King of Foumel keeps four or five

hundred for his Guard; and when he

has a mind to make War, he can raife

6ooo, all the People being obliged to
march, except the Marabous, who are

their Priefts , and who ftay at home

with their Wives, to make Prayers for

the good Succefs of the King's Arms.
Thefe Marabous are very numerous, and

every one of them has divers Wives :

They pray to God five times a Day,
more efpecially at Midnight, and at the.
Rifing and Setting of the Sun; but be-
fore they fay their Prayers, they ufual-
ly wath their whole Body feveral Times :
Laftly, they write and fpeak the Ara-
bick Tongue, as we do the Latin.

The moft part of the Negroes are
deftitute of Religion, and live in the
Woods,of the Booty that they get from
Travellers. Thofe who have any kind
of Belief, follow the Mahometan Sect,

very

Their Reli
gin.




A Relation of the Voyage

very much corrupted : They wear 2-
bout their Neck, Arms, and Legs, and
even bind about their Horfes, little I ea-
thern Bags, which they call Grifgris, in
which are enclofed certain Paffages of
the Alcoran, which were given by the
Marabous , to fecure them from “vene-
mous Beafts, and from all forts of
Wounds; an abominable Superflition,
which they equally obferve in’ reference
to their manag’d War-Horfes. They
circumcife their Children, but not tijl -
they have attained to the Age of Twelve
or Thirteen Years. Their Sabbath is
kept on Monday, during which they for-
bear working, and make but one Meal.
They have no confiderable Feflival but
that of Zabaské, which happens in the

Month of Fure; and for the celebration
of which, they prepare themfelves g

Month before, by continual Fafting and

. abitaining from correfpondence with their

Wives: Then they meet together in 3
large Plain, to fay their Prayers, and to
be reconcil'd with their tnemies, eve-
ry one bringing a Goat, a Calf, or fome
other Animal of the like nature, which
the Marabous, cloath’d with a kind of
Surplice made of white Pagzes, or Cot-
ton-Stuff, facrifice to Mahomer. After

the
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of M. de Gennes.

he celebration of the Feftival, which
continues till Evening, every one car-
ries away his Victim to make a folemn
Banquet of it, with his Family ; which
Cufiom feems to have much relation to

the Fewi/b Paflover.

When one of the principal Elders 7}5&"'83&?’-
dies, the Marabous embalm his Body, **

and expofe it to publick View in a Hut,
where the Women of the Neighbour-
hood are affembled to-lament his Death
during feveral Days. At laft when thefe
Lamentations, which continue more or
lefs, according to the Quality of the de-
ceafed Perfon, are ended, the Marabous
wrap up the Corps in a Pagres or Cot-
ton-Shrowd, and bury it; whilft his in-
timate Friends take a pride in {tabbing
themfelves, tofhew the f{incerity of their
Affection ; which barbarous Cuftom they
blindly obferve , even contrary to the
Prohibitions of their own Religion and
Laws. This is all that I have feen, or
could get Information of , concerning
thofe Coafts, with any manner of pro-
bability. | |

On the 19th. we fet fail for the River
of Gambia, having for our Guides two

Negroes, and the Ewnglifh Deferter, of -

whom we have already made mention.

'
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A Relation of the Voyage

Wefail’d along the Coafts four or five
Leagues in length, and twenty the next
day. At 6 a~clock in the Evening we
calt Anchor within three Leagues and
a half of the Mouth of the River, and
immediately fent out our Shallops to
found the depth of it, but they met.
with a great deal of foul Weatlrer du-
ring the whole Night, and were not a-
ble to return till the next Day at
Noon.

On the 22d. Inftant, at eight a-clock
in the Morning, we all enter’d the Ri-
ver, with Englifb Colours, and at Ele-
ven we faluted with three Cannon-fhot,
a thick and very high Tree, which
ferves inftead of a Pavilion to the King
of Bar, and which the Englifh are like-
wife wont to falute, as often as they
come into, or go out of the River. At
Noon we ran a-ground before the Ifle
of Dogs, on a Shelf of Mud, where we
ftuck above two Hours, and could not
get off without fome difficulty. Atlaft
at Five a-clock in the Evening, we caft
Anchor within a fmall League of the

‘Fort, which we immediately invefted,

with the Corverte and the Shallops, to
hinder the Importation of Provifions,
or of any manner of Succours, We

| 1
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of M de Gennes, =

allo began to unmaft the Fruizful Pin‘i%;,

to turn it into a Bomb-Galley, |
‘The fame Evening M. de Gésnes i
our two Negro Agents to a Village cal
led Gilofrice, fituated on the River-fide;
to carry a Letter to a certain ancierit Por-
tuguefe,nam’d Don Cardos, whom the Go-
vernour of Gorea had affur'd us to be
well-affected to the French.  And in-
deed, this Portuguefe having receiv’d the
Letter, came to falute M de Gennwes, to
whom he afterwards gave an exadt Ac-
count of the Condition' of the Fort,
and infinuated at the “fame time, that
forafinuch as the Englifb were not well
belov’d by the King of Bar, it would
- be no difficult matter, by the means of
{ome Prefent, to bring him over to
their Party.  The Chevalier de Fontenay,
our fecond Captain, went at two a-
clock in the Morning, to compliment
Down Cardos; and to entreat him to per-
mit us to land a Body of. Men, to hin-
der the Englifb from taking m frefh Was
ter and Provifions : 'But thé King had
told him that he wou'd not be con-
cern’d i our Quarrels, left if we could
not take the Fort, it might give an oc-
~cafion of Hatred to the Englifb, who
might afterwards vefenit the Affront ; add
\ C that
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18 A Relation _of the Voyage

that therefore -he would not fuffer any
one to land, but that he would readily
fupply us with all Things that were in
his Power. :
seJames's  On the 23d. Inflant M. de la Roque
o went to fummon the Fort to furrender,
~and upon his Approach, a Canoo ap-
card to enquire of him what were
Eis Demands : He anfwer’d, That he
was defirous to fpeak with the Gover-
nour: Whereupon he was conduéted
blind-told to the Governour’s Houfe,
and was receiv'd in his Abfence by the
King’s Licutenant, whom he made ac-
quainted with the occafion of our Arri-
val, and that he was come to fummon
the Place before we proceeded to any
Acts of Hoflility. M. de la Roque was
nobly treated, and the Healths of the
Kings of England and France were drank
feveral times, with Volleys of Cannon-,
fhot.  After the Collation, M.'de la
Roguwe ypeturn’'d on board , with three
Englifh Officers, whom M. de Genses en-
tertain’d with the like Magnificence.
They defir'd fome Days of Truce to
confult about the Aflair, but no longer
time was granted to make their pofi-
tive Anfwer, than till fix a-clock the
~next Morning ; fo that they were re-
‘ A conducted




of M. de Gennes.:

conduéted to their Fort very much diffa~
tisfy’d with thefe Proceedings, and
wrote the following Letter to M, e
Gennes. |

A Letter written by the Englifh 0-
 cers to M de Gennes.

r

From St. Fames’s Fort, July 23. 1 695.

o
QU bove allow'd us fo little time
¢ conpaer about your Surmmonsmade
(a5 you fay ) by the Order of the French
King, that we are refolv'd to wait for
Your Attacks, and to defend our felves to
the laft Extremity, rather than to Sur-
render s wnot doubting but to wmeet with &
generous Enemy. We ar?,

: Sir, ¢e.
"The next Night 23 or 24 of -our
Shallops took a Brigantine and feveral

Canoos, laden with Provifions for the .

Fort; whillt the Swur of Africa gave
Chace to another Canoo, in which the
Governour was palling over thither, who
perceiving their clofe Purfuit, threw

C 2 himfelf
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A Relation of the Voyage

himfelf into the Sea, and made his E-
fcape to the Woods, from whence he
found means to retire the fame Night,
without being difcover'd.

At break of Day, we fet out two of
our Shallops, and fail'd three Leagues
up a fmall River, which takes its Name
from the Village of Block, where a
certain  Prince refides, who affumes the
Title of Emperor, and who is almoft
continually engag’d in War againft the
King of Bar. We burnt two {mall Vef-
fels, which the Englifh were refitting
there, and laded our Shallops with two
Pieces of Cannon, and divers caft Pate-
rero’s that were taken out of them. In
palling down the River, we landed at
the Village of Barifer, where a Petty
King keeps his Court, who is tributary
to the other of Block. 'This Primce
fent us word, That it was cuftomary
for . Strangers to make him fome Pré-
fent, and that he defir'd us to furnith him
with a Scarlet-Cloak : We contented him
with fome Bottles of Brandy, which
were more acceptable to him than the
finelt Cloakin the World..

On the 24th. Inftant; at Eight a-clock
in the Morning, the Fruitful Pink dif-
charg’d two Bombs, which did not come

near




of M.de Gennes.

near the Fort; therefore M. de Gemnes
forbad the letting off any more, and de-
termin’d to wait for the Tide of Flood,
in order to level the Shot within reach
of the Place. In the mean while, the
Governour having fent a Canoo with a
- White Flag, to defire to Capitulate, two
Officers were detain’d as Hoftages, and
M. de la Rogue and the Chevalier de Fon-
tenay were fent to the Fort, to draw
up the Articles, which were fign’d the
fame Day, by all the Eng/ifp Officers,
and the next Day, by all the Captains
of the Squadron. .

Articles of Capitulation granted to the

. Officers of the Garrifon of St. James’s
Fort in the River of Gambia on the
Coafts of Africa.

I.

Hat the Salaries due to them from
the Company fhall be paid.

II.

That every Man fhall be permitted to
carry along with him his Arms, Bag-
gage, Chefts, Attire, Ammunition and
18 C 3 Money
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A Relation of the Voyage

Money, with Drums beating, and Match
lighted; and that every Officer fhall be
attended with a young Negro.

I

That every marry’d Man, or Inhabi- "
tant of the Country, fhall have liberty
to continue therein.

IV.

That the Commiffioners for Trade
fhall enjoy the fame Privilege, in re- -
pairing thither, and making the French
a Return of what they have traded
tor.

¥ )

Thatthe Sieur Charles Daval, a French
Man fettled in England for the Space of
16 Years, fhall enjoy the fame Privilege
as the Governour himfel, -

VL

That two Days fhall be allow’d them,
ta make up their Accounts ; that is to fay,
that the Fort fhall be deliver’'d up on Zwe/~
day Morning at Six of the Clock.

' VIL.
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VIL.

That Twelve free Negroes who are
employ’d in the Company’s Service,

ihall be permitted to go wherefoever
they fhall think fit.

VIIL

That « Veflel with three Mafts fhall
be given them, with Artillery, Ammu-
nition, and Provifions to returnto . #¢-
land, without cetaining any thing what-
ever ; and that their Departure ihall be
within thirty Days at the farthefl.

Eatr s
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That thcy ﬂlall have a good Pafl-p oni* 0
togoin fafety ; and that the Englifh Go-, % i By
vernour fhall in like manner grant an N i

R

effectual Pafl-port to the French Cap-
tain, who is to be their Convoy back
again, that his Cargo may not be im-
pair’d.

: AL

The above-mention’d Articles being
granted , it -was declar’d, That thefe
C 4 Goods




24 A Relation of the :Voyage

Goods belomg'd to the Royal Company
of England, wiz. soo Quintals of Mor-
Phil, 300 Quintals of Wax, 130 Male
Negroes, 4o Female in the Ifland, 50 at
Gilofrice, and above 8cooo Crowns of
Merchandizes at the ufual Rates of the
Country, as alfo 72 large Cannons
mounted, 3o difmounted, and a confi-
derable Quantity of Warlike Ammuniti-
on; and that they fhou’d have a Truce
till the Commander in Chicf return’d
an Anfwer,

Sign’d

JOHN HAMBURY.

DE LA RCQUE.

The Chevalier DE FON-
TENAY. -

‘D kot On the 27th. at break of Day, M. de
furrender'd 1, Perricre, Major of the Squadron,
gave notice to the Governour to prepare

tor his Departure, the Term which was
granted him being expird : At Six a-

clock the Shallops and Canoos ready fit-

- ted up, attended on the Commander,

and then cait Anchor in a Line, with-

in Filtol~fhot of the Fort. M. de Fou-

tenay, who was chofen for Governour,

firfk
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of M. de Gennes, 215

Arft came on  Shore; where the Englifh
Governour gave him the Keys, and em-
bark’d the fame time to go on board

the Felicity. Afterwards all the Forces
landed ; Sentinels were fet in all the ne-
ceffary Pofts; the Fresch Standard was

fet up; 7e Deum was fung by the Almo-

ners of the Squadron, and 37 Cannons

were difcharg’d. .

This Fort was fquare, with four Ba- 77 De oris

ftions, lined with good Brick-Work, ha- Sy
ving in the Out-Works three pieces of ™ ™™
Fortification call'd Horfe-Shooes, and fe-

veral Batteries along the Pallifado’s : I

was furnifhed with a prodigious quantity
Arms, and the Magazines of Powder
were well ftor’d ; infomuch that ’tis cer-

tain that if the Governour, being a
young Man, ( who was more intent up-

on his Pleafures than on the putting of

his Fortin a good Condition ) had ta-

ken care to keep therein a fufficient
quantity of Provifions and of frefh Wa-

ter, it might have held out for a long

time. The Situation of this Fort was

very advantageous, and there wanted

only a Magazine of Powder, and 2 Ci-

ftern Bomb-proof, to render it impreg-
nable. '

On
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On the 28th. Inftant M. de la Rogqu
went to defire the King of Bar to give
us leave to take pofieflion of the Slaves
and Oxen, which the Englifb had in his
Dominions: Whereupon the King re-
ply’d, That the Fort being furrender'd,
cvery thing that was left on the Land,
of very good right belonged to him:
M. de la Rogue told him, that we would-
not be fo fatisfy’d, and that if he re-
fus'd to grant our Demands willingly,
we woud certainly do our felves Juftice
by force of Arms. Andindeed a Coun-
cil was held about that Anfwer ; and for-
afmuch as it was well known, that in
the beginning of the War, he had feiz'd
on Merchandizes to the value of above
40000 Crowns, belonging to the Freuch
who traded on. that River; it was
determin’d to make a Defcent upon the
Country, to take the King Prifoner, and

as many Negroes as coud be catched ;
and to burn all their Hutts. This De-
cree was ready to be put in execution,
when an Alcaty came to pafs a Com-
pliment upon M. de Gemnes, and to af-
fure him, that the King was unwilling
to engage in 2 War againft him ; on the
contrary , ithat he 'was very defirous
to keep an amicable Correfpondence

with
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of M. de Genn.s.

with him; and that he might freely take
whatever he fhould think fit. g
The next Day, M. de Gennes went to
givea Vifit to the King ; the principal
Officers wall’d  before him to his Ca-
noo, and conduced him to the Place
where the Interview was to be made,

The King appear’d a little while after,

without any regular Train, in the midft
of agreat number of Negroes, and at-

tended with fome Drummers: He was

of avery advantageous Stature, and was
cloath’d with a red Doublet befet with
the Tails of Wild Beafts, and little Bells.
He had on his Head an Ofier-Cap, a-
dorn’d with divers Rows of Coral, and
two Ox-Horns. Here we may obferve
by the way, that Circumcifed Perfons in
thofe Parts, have the liberty to wear

fuch a Cap, during eight Days imme-
diately after their Circumcifion, by ver- -

tue of which, they are authorizd to
commit all manner of Crimes imagina-
ble, with impunity, and none durf{t com-
plain of their outragious Villainies. The
King in this pompous Equipage, hold-
ing a Pipe in his Mouth, walk’d with
a Majeftick Gate under a flately Tree,
where he ufually gives Audience to the
Ambafladors of the neighbouring Princes.

. M.
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M. de Gennes went thither to falute him,
and made him a Prefent of 20 Bars of
Iron, a Barrel of Brandy, a Pair of Pi-
ftols, and a Burning-Glafs, with the Ef-
fets of which he was extremely fur-

priz’d. 'The Interpreter being a French- :

man who dwelt on the River above ten:
Years, {poke the Language of the Coun-
try very fluently ; by which means their
Converfation was continuw’d for a confi-
derable time ; and among other things,
this poor King often enquir’d whether

he was much talk’d of in Frausce » Af-

ter a great deal of Difcourfe of the like
nature, they parted; but the King cau-

- fed M.de Gennes to bereconducted by for-

ty Men of his own Guards, and feveral
Drummers, and prefented him with fome

of the finelt Oxen that could be found .

in the Village. -

On the 3cth. Inftant, a Council was
held to determine, whether the Fort
fhould be kept or flighted: The latter
Advice was follow'd for divers Reafons,

~and therefore we drew near, to take all

the Merchandizes that were to be ex~
ported in our Veflels: They confifted
in feveral Pieces of Ordnance, a great
quantity of Arms, Morphil, Wax, Vef-
{els of Tinand Copper, &c. Woollen and

' Linen
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of M.de Gennes. 29

Linen-Cloth, printed Calico’s, Coral,
Glaffes, and other Commodities, in which
a great Trade is carryed on in that
Country. ' .

On the sth. Day of Auguft A. D. 1695. Augut,
the Sun of Africa paf’d down the Ri- 169s.
ver, to tranfport certain Merchandizes
and Ammunition to Gorea; but that -
Voyage was undertaken to no purpofe,
becaufe the Governour would not furnifh
himfelf with them, without the Confent
of the Company. |

On the r4th. Inftant,’ a Free-booter of 7 mer-
St. Domingo, which parted from thence ;ffe_‘g;fﬁ,
a Year ago, came to caft Anchor before :
us, and having faluted us with three
Cannon-fhot, we anfwer'd her with one.

This Veflel met with the Sur of Africa
at Gorea, by whom fhe was informed
of the taking of St. Fames’s Fort ; and
that fince it was determined to demo-
lifh it, fome Advantage might be
got by divers Provifions that were left,
as being of no ufe to us. The fame
Day, we fuffered a confiderable Lofs
upon this Occafion: Forafiuch as the
Fruitful Pink was appointed to convey
the Znglifp Officers into Framce, and
was obliged to pafs by Cayenna to leave
fome of our Negroes there; 150 of

them
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The Fort is
slown up.,
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them were fhut up in the Hold, left

they fhou'd attempt to muke their E-

fcape: But thefe miferable Wretches,
{carce having room to breathe in, threw
themfelves one upon another, as it were
in defpair, fothat 34 of them were found
ftifled. P 3

- On the 16th. the Fraitful Pink bein
ready to fail for Cayenna, faluted us with
her'whole Artillery, and we anfwer’'d her
with a Cannon-thot,

The 17th, 18th, 19th.and 20th. Days
of this Month were fpent in breaking
the Cannons at St. obn’s Fort, and un-
dermining the Walls, from whence we
remov'd on the z21ft. to avoid the ill
Accidents that might happen upon the
blowing up of the Place: On the 22d.
the Mines fprang, and took very good
effect; except two, which mifcarry’d,
and were {prung the fame Evening. The
King cf Bar immediately fent to fearch
among the Ruines for fuch things as
might turn to his Advantage ; and the
Portuguefe , -who had feveral Colonies on
the River, told us, that they durlt not
go thither till after that the King and his
Officers had caus’d every thing to be car-
ry’d away, which might be ferviceable
tothem. The Engli/h tpent feveral Years

| in
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in building this Fort, which was fituated
in the middle of a fine River, where
the Traffick is very confiderable; and
the Revenues which they receiv'd from
thence are computed to amount to a
Million ; fo that the Lofs of the Place
cannot be eafily repair’d. |

ThisRiver is navigable even {0 as to beay % Deferis
large Barks,200 Leagues up the Country, 2%
where it is join’d with that of Senegal,
in that place where the Niger forms its
famous Arms: Its Sides are flat, and cut
with many Channels, to-which the Sea
.runs up; and the Soil along its Banks
is fertil in Millet, Rice, Tobacco, and
divers forts of Fruits, affording alfo
good Pafture for the feeding of nume-
rous Herds of Oxen. The principal
Fruits that we obferv’d in thofe Parts,
are the Banana, the Tabakomba, and the
Plougue. '

The Bapana is a long Fruit cover'd
with a yellow and tender Skin; the
Pulp of it being foft like Cotton, and of
a very good taite: It grows on a tender '
Stalk, about two or three Fathoms high;
its Leaves are a I ithom long, and of a
proportionate breadth. This Stalk bears
only one fingle Bunch or Chifter, round
which there may be forty or fifty Ba-

nana’s;
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#ana’s ;, and when the Bunch is gathers
ed, the Stalk i5 to be cut, by reafon
that otherwife it cou'd not bring forth
any more Fruit. _

The Zabakomba 13 almoft of the fame
Shape as- a Bon-Chretien Pear; its
Peel or Rind is like that of a Pomegra-
nate, and opens when the Fruit is ripe :
It contains five or fix {fmall Fruits of a
Rofe-Colour, the Pulp of which is in-
fipid, and the Stone very large. .

The Flougues or Medicinal-Nuts.con-
tain three fmall Kernels, that are call’d

Tndian Pine-Apple Kernels, and which

are us'd by the Apothecaries in the com-
pofition of their Medicines. |
There is at leaft as great Plenty of

“'Wild Beafts, and as much varicty of

Game- in thofe Parts, as on the Coafts

of Gorea. We faw there certain rare

Birds, which might well deferve a Place

- in the famous Aviary of Perfailes, by

reafon of the admirable Beauty of their
Feathers, or upon account of their ex-

traordiraty Shape; particulatly, the Pes

lican, which the Inhabitants of the
Country call Wide-Throat ; and the Guinee

Peacock. The Pelican refembles 2 Goofe

in its  Size and Colour, having on the
lower part of its Bill, which is very long;

4
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of M. de Gennes; 13
a Bag, capable of holding almoft two
Quarts of Water. This Bird common-
ly pearches upon fome Tree, near the
Banks of a River, waiting till the Fifh
{fwim even with the Surface of the Wa-
ter, to fall upon them, and even {wal-
low fome that are a Foot long. The
Guinee Peacock, which others call -the The Guse
Imperial, or the Lady, is black, and "
almoft of the bignefs of a Turkey: It
walks ftately, its Neck and Legs being
long, having Feathers of a Violet-Colout
on the Tail, and two Tufts on the
Hezd, which render it magnificent :
That on the fore-part of the Head isof
a black, and very fine Feather; and the
other behind is of a long thick Hair, of
~a yellowith Colour.

The Apes are larger and more mif-
chievous than in any part of Africa ;.
'The Negroes dread them, and cannot
travel alone in the Country without
running the hazard of being attack’d by
thefe Animals, who often prefent them
with a Stick, and force them to fight:

I have heard the Portuguefes fay, that
they have often feen them hoift u~ young
Girles dbout feven or eight Years old,
into Trees, and that they could not be
wrefted from them without a great deal

D of
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of difficulty. The moft part of the
Negroes imagine them to be a Foreign
Nation come to inhabit their Country,
and that they do not fpeak for fear of
being compell’d to work.

The Air about this River is very un-
wholfom, by reafon of the Rains that
continually fall during fix Months in
the Year; that is to fay, from Fune
till. November ; infomuch’ that Strangers
can fcarce avoid its_malign Influence
for this Air caufes lingring Feavers, by
which Men are extremely wafted be-
fore they die. We experimentally felt
thefe direful Effects, departing from
thence with about 250 fick Perfons, of
whom above two third parts dy'd a lit-
tic while after. Thefe Rains fometimes
come with terrible Blafts of Wind ;
which are fo much “the more formida-
ble, in regard that a Veflel may be
fuddenly furprizd and over-fet ‘with
them. -

- Fhe Portuguefes have many Habitati-
ons in different Places, and miore efpeci-
ally in the Village of Gilofriee , where
they have a fmall {forry Church. Thofe
Perfons who are defirous to fettle in.the
Country, of whatever Nation they be,
ufually pay a yearly Tribute to the King,

_ to
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to the value of 50 Crowns, befides the
Prefents which they are in. a manner
obiig’d to make him, on certain Fefti-
vals, and when he enters their Hutts;
where he always finds fomething that
may ferve for his ufe, and which thefe
poor People dare not deny him.

The great Trade which is manag'din
that River, has render'd the People
much more polite and civiliz'd than thofe
of Gorea: They are better Aabometans,
and have a greater Veneration for their
Commanders, whom they never accoft,
but with one Knee on the Ground, and
throwing Sand over their Heads, as a
mark of their Submiffion. Their Hutts Hurss.
are ncat, and well built, being made of
a fat binding Farth, which foon hardens:
They are cover'd with Palm-Tree Leaves,
{fo well fitted, that they cannot be pene-
trated either by the Rain, or the Heat
of the Sun. They are of a round Fi-
gure, and cannot be better compard
than to our Ice-Houfes. The moft part
of the Negroes divert themfelves there-
in, with difcourfing about the Alcoran,
or with playing on a certain Mufical In-
firument, ' which they call Balafo, whillt Batafo,
their Wives are employ’d in tilling the Msfcal In-
Ground. The Balafo is nothing elfe Jfrmint

s Dz hut
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but feveral Pipes of very hard Wood
fet in order, which diminifh by little
and little in length, and are ty’d toge-
ther with Thongs of very thin Leather.
Thefe Thongs are twifted about fmall
round Wands, which are put between ¢-

- very one of thofe Pipes, to leave a fmall

Space : This Inftrument very much re-
fembles one of ours in that particular;
but that of the Negroes is composd of
many more parts, in regard that they
faften underneath ten or twelve Gourds,
the different Sizes of which perform the
fame effeét as our Organ-Pipes: They
ufually play upon it with Sticks, the Ends
of which are cover’d with Leather, to

- render the Sound lefs har(h.

The Portuguefes told us, that the Ne-
groes who live further up the Country,
with whom they have but {mall Deal-
ings, are altogether Savage; boaft of
being great Sorcerers, and have little
Religion : That when a King, or one of
the principal Commanders, dies, they
lay them in a new Hut, kill his beft be-
lovid Wife, with a certain number of
iaves to ferve him in the other World ;
and laftly, having faid particular Pray-
ers, and put Provifions and Tobacco
futhicient to laft a long time into the Hutt,

“they cover it with Earth, On
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On the 24th. Inflant at Noon we paf- 7k De-
fed down the River, and the next Day &, "7
about 8 a-clock in the Morning, we pre- Cosft of
par’d to fet fail. - ‘The Free-booter paffing, Brefit
by wus, faluted us with five Guns, and
we anfwerd her with one. We were
{tearing our Courfe for Brafil, and that
Pickeroon for the Red-Sea. We gave the
Ship’s Crew two Pieces of Ordnance,
with Powder, Ball, and fome Oxen, on
condition that in the Paffage they thou'd
{et the Negro Prince of Affiny a-fhore
in his own Territories. M. de Gennes
had the charge of him, but cou’d not
perform it, without interrupting the Voy-

age he had undertaken. ¥ ;

On the 26th. and 27th. we had a great
Calm, and on the 28th. a Barrel of
Brandy took Fire in the Hold, butit
was foon put out, by the care that was
taken in applying a great quantity of
wet Clothes. The Number of our fick
Men increafing every Day, and the molt

~ part of them dying for want of necef-
fary Refrefhment, a Council was held on
the joth. to know whether it were moft
expedient to continue our Courfe to Bra-
fil, or to fland in for fome Port: The
latter Advice was follow’d, and it was
determin’d that we fhou'd go in queft
- D 3 of
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A Relation of the Poyage
of the Iflands of Cape Perd where the Air
is much more healthful than on the
Coaft of Guinee,

On the 3d. Day of Seprember, we had
boifterous Winds, which being contrary
wou'd have driven us off from thé I-
flands, and perhaps wou’d have hinder’'d
us from making them : Wherefore we
{teer’d our Courle for Gorea, to take in
frefa Provifions, waiting for a more fa-
vourable Wind to return to the Ifland of
Cape Verd, : '

On the sth. at break of Day, we di-
{cover’d Land, and at fix a-clock in the
Evening we caft Anchor befere Gorea,
where we took in 15 Oxen, and loaded
fome of our Shallops with Water : Then
we fet fail again on the gth. Inflant, with
a favourable Gale of Wind. -

On the 12th. 13th. and 14th. we had
a great Calm ; and on the 15th. at 8 a-
clock in the Morning we difcover'd the
Ifland of May, from whence we fleer’d
cur Courfe tor that of St. Pincent.

On the 17th. we came within fight
of an Itland, the Coafts of which ap-
pear’d to be very high and foggy. And
indeed, by its height we judg’d it to be
that of St. Nicholas, | ‘

-

"On




of M. de Gennes. 39

On the 18th. and roth. the Winds
were contrary; but on the rgth. and
aoth. at Night they favour’d us ; and at
two a-clock in the Morning we difco-

\verd Land by the Light of the Moon:

| We continu’d the reft of the Night a-

' bout the Cape ; and at break of Day we

- perceiv'd it to be the Ifland of St. Lucia.

At two a-clock in the Afternoon  we en-

I ter'’d the Channel, which feparates the

' Ifland of St. Pincent from that of St. Ax-
tony 3 and when we were arriv'd within
" Musket-fhot of a great Rock which lay
in form of a Sugar-Loaf in the middle
- of that Channel, at the Entrance of St.

. Vincent’s Bay, where our Ship was to

caft Anchor; we were becalm'd, and
~oblig’d to tow it up with our Shallops
 againft the Current that carry’d us a-

. bove the Place. We fpent the Night in
- a perpetual Hurry ; for the Wind conti-

' nud fo little in the fame Point, and
- yeerd fo often, that we durft not fall
~ into the Bay till break of Day. A

On the 22d. we fet up Tents oa the 77 g

Land, for our fick Mariners, who Were 1 17sud
. very numerous; for many of them were ¢ “7r¢
feiz’d with the Scurvy, befides the Fea- "%
vers of Gambia; and of 260 Men be-
longing to our Ship’s Crew, we had on-
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A Relation of the Voyage

ly 8o left who were in a Condmon to.

Work.
The Ifland of St. Vmcem‘ is mhablted
but it is barren, and befet with very

‘high Mountams It ‘affords little frefh

Water ; Wood is alfo fcarce there, and

it is cuﬁomary to caft Anchor before | iy

only by reafon of the Safety of its Har-

bour. - We met with 20 Portuguefes of St.

Nicholas's Hland,who were employ’d there
during two Years in dreffing Goat-Skins,
with which this Tfland abounds : Thefe
Animals were taken with Dogs fo well
inur'd to the Game, that each of them
was wont to bring twelve or fifteen eve-
ry Night. There is alfo abundance of

Tortoifes in that Ifland, of which there

are different kinds, and fome that weigh

three or four hundred Pounds. Thefe .

Animals make to Land to lay their Eggs,
hide them in the Sand, and return with-
out {itting onthem: Ihey are not hatch’d

till the end of 17 Days, and continue

during nine of them wirhout being able

to pals to the bottom of the Water, in-
{fomuch that three quarters of them are ..

ufually defiroy’d by the Birds.
On the 23d. Inflant, we Mann'd out

our Boat for St. Axton}s Ifland, to

tr“de tor fome Frovifions ; and our Ma-
riners,
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riners, conducted by two Portuguefes of
St. VPincent, went to certain Cottages,
where they were kindly entertain’d ‘by
the Inhabitants, who gave us fome Pul-
lets, and a great quantity of the Fruits
of the Country, wviz. Figs, Raifins, Ba-
nana’s, Oranges, Lemmons, and Water-
Melons ; telling them at the fame time,
that if we fent Word thither in three
Days, they wou'd give notice to the
Village , where we might be fupply’d
with Oxen, Hoggs, Pullets, Ducks,
Fruit, and every thing we cou’d defire.
This Village is fituated in the middle of
many high Mountains, which render its
Accefs difficule : There are above 500
Inhabitants capable of bearing Arms, and
a great number of Negro-Slaves. The
JFathers Cordeliers have a Church there.
‘The Portuguefes of thisIfland,as all the o-
ther of the Iflands of Cape Perd,are of a
{warthy Complexion, but they are ingeni-
ous People, and very fociable: They feed
on a kind of Bread made of Millet and
Banana’s. 'They have numerous Herds
of Oxen, Affes, Goats, and Hogs, with
variety of Fowl; Their Wine is alfo
good, and their Fruits excellent; info-
much that this Iland, where the Air
is healthful, and always temperate, may
i > well

r 3
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well pafs for a very delightful Place.

On the 26th. at two a-clock in the
Morning, a Merchant-Man of Nantes,
that came to falt Tortoifes for Marti-
nica, caft Anchor by us. If their Ship’s
Crew had known that they thou’d have
met with {o good Company, they wou’d
not have enterd fo boldly ; but they
were not aware of us till it was too late
to retreat; and if they had prov’d En-
glifbmen, they might have paid dear e-
nough for their Curiofity. ‘Thefe Men
inform’d ‘us of the lofs of Namur, and
told us, that they pafs'd by the Ifland
of St. Nicolas, where the Inhabitants in-
gag’d them to bring back their Coun-
trymen, of whom they had heard no
News fince they went to St. Fincent.

‘They kept their Word ; fo that the Por-

tuguefes convey d the Veflel under the
Wind into a Creek , where there is

greater abundance of Tortoifes than in

any other place : They often affifted’em
in Fifhing, and were afterwards carry’d
back to St. Nicolas. -

~ On the 27th. Inftant, the Pink went
to St. Antony’s Ifland, to fetch the Provi-
fions that the Portuguefes had promis'd
us, and which we could not obtain till

Otiob. 1. the firft Day of Ofvber, by reafon of

1695.
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the difficulty of conveying ’em to the
Sea-fhore. Thus we had 1200 Pullets,
100 Hogs, above 25 Oxen, and a great
quantity of Fruits; the whole Cargoin
exchange for Linen-Cloth, Beads, Look-
ing-Glafles, Ribbons, Knives, and fome
other {mall Wares of the like Nature,
which contented them much better than
all the Money we cou'd havegiven ‘em ;
more efpecially in regard that they have
not any Harboursin their lfland, fo that
Veflels very feldom arrivethere ; and the
King of Portugal, who receives large
Revenues from thence, fometimes for-
bears fending _any thither during the
term of three Years. All thefe Provi-
fions, with a vaft quantity. of good Fifh
that we took in this Bay, ferv'd in fome
meafure to recruit our Fleet, e
Amongft the Fifh that were caught
by us, we met with one of an extraor-
dinary beauty in refpect of the Rayes
about the Eyes, a great number of Spots
and Hexagonal Marks of a very lively
blue Colour : This Fith is commonly cal-
led a Bowfﬁ"- - 3 Bourle.
On the 4th. Day, at Eight of the z:perd
Clock, we fet fail with a North-Eaft 7/
Wind, fteering our Courfe again to Rio- ;;:‘:Ff
Faneiro, orthe River of Famuary on the Brail.
Coafls of Brafil. - On
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On the sth. at Night, we pafsS'd be-
tween the Ilands of St. Fage and Fuogo.
The former is the firft of all the Iflands
of Cape Ferd, and the See of a Bithop:
The other is only a large Mountain,
that continually burns, where we faw
Fire on the top of it during the whole -
Night; and in the Day it only appeard
to be Smoke. The Portuguefes have of-
ten endeavour’d to fix fettl’d Habitati-
ons therein, but could never accomplifh
their Defign, as being perhaps too much
difturb’d by the Cinders, Sulphurcous
Matter, and even Stones that are thrown
out of this burning Mountain.

On- the 6th. and 7th. we had ftrong
blafts of Wind, with Thunder and Rain ;
and on the roth. we faw two Blowers,
being a fort of fmall Whales, which
fpout up Water very high, and with a
great Noife. We likewife difcover’d vaft
Shoales of Porpoifes, that follow’d us
above two Hours : They are of the fize
of a Hogg, f{wim in Rank and File as.
it ‘were fo many Companies of Infantry,

‘and fometimes reach above two Miles in

length.

On the rith. 12th. 13th. and 14th.
the Rains were continual, and the Winds
very unconftant, fo that our Pilots were

| | very
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very much furpriz’d; for in drawing
near the Coafts of Africa, they expect-
ed to meet with the Trade-Winds, which
are very common in thofe Parts that
lic between the Zropicks. In the mean
while, our Water diminifh’d, half of our
Men were fallen fick, and our Negroes
perith’d daily.

On the 3oth. at Night we pafs'd the zjey pafid
Equinoctial-Line within a Degree, or # Line.
thereabouts, of the firt Meridian; and
the fame Night we obferv’d a Comet,
which continu’d till the 1gth. of No-
wember. Indeed we were not fenfible of
the exceilive Heats, and tedious Calms,
with which all the Relations of Voya-
ges threaten thofe who crofs the Zorrid
Zone 3 for we always had fome frelb
Gales of Wind, and the Nights were ve-
ry cool.

"On the 4th. Day of November, We Novemb.
faw abundance of flying Fith, and Fre- 169s.
* gats. Thefe flying Fifh are almoft as i

“big as a Herring, but their Head is more
fquare; and their Wings are nothing
elfe, but two very long Fins, that {up-
port them above the Water as long as
they retain never fo lictle Moiiture.
“The Gold-Fith and the Bowite continu-
ally make War with them fin the Wa-

| ter,
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ter, and the Birds affault them in the
Atr.
TweFrigate.. . B2 Frigate'is a'large Bird, 1of aGrey.
Colour, having fhort Legs, Feet like a
Goofe, a forked Tail, and the Wings
fometimes feven or eight Foot in com-
pafs : Thefe Birds fly with a great deal
of {wiftnefs, and are to he feen for 3co
Leagues. _
On the 13th. we gave Orders to the
Felicity to fpread her Sails, becaufe fhe
flood in need of being careen’d; and at
the fame time, to fearch for Store-Hou-
fes, where at our Arrival we, might un-
lade our Gambia Merchandizes. =
On the r7th. we faw ‘a great Flock
of Birds; and on the next Day we dif-
e coverd the Ifland of the 4fcenfion, which
{- 'nfion. 15 diftant above 150 Leagues from the
~ Coallsof Brafil; it is of a fmall com-
pafs, and very fteep. |
Asowthss . On the 22d. a very remarkable thing
€% hapned in reference toa Sow with young |
sonfer. that we took at St. Awtony’s Ifland. This
Sow pigg'd, and the firft of her young
was a2 Monfter, which had the Body of
a Pig, the Ears and Snout of an Ele-  «
phant; and above that Snout which
was in the middle of the Forehead, an
Eye with two Apples. " This Monfler
might |
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might have been kept for a Rarity if
it had liv'd; but the Sea kill'd it imme-
diately after it was brought forth.

On the 24th. at four a-clock in the
Afternoon, we difcoverd Land; but the
Winds and Currents being contrary to
us, we were not able to caft Anchor
till the 26th. Inftant, which we then did

. before the Ifland of St. Auu, on the fide 7% 1z of
of the Continent, from which they are - Ann-
diftant two f{mall Leagues : They for-
merly ferv’d as a place of Retreat for
the Hollanders, when they attempted the
Conqueft of Brafil. They are three in
number, and the greateft of them lies
in the middle, being about a League
and half in compafs, and having a con-
venient fandy Creek, where good frefh
Water may be taken in. There are al-
{o fome wild Fruits, as ‘Purflain and
fmall channell’d Cherries, which are al-
mo? of the fame Talfte as ours.

In the Woods, with which thefe Iflands Chann-'d
are befet, one may hear a melodious gty
Harmony, made by a great number of
{mall Birds, with fine¥eathers: Among

‘ others, there are Perroquets, Cardinals,
and Colibries, The Cardinal is a kind
of finall Sparrow, the Wings and Tail
of which are black, and the reft of

the
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the Body of a very lively Scat-
let.

The Colibrie is a {mall Bird no big-
ger than a May-Bugg, with green Fea-
thers : It has a Bill fomewhat long, and
feeds on the Juice of Flowers like our
Bees: Its Neft is as large as an Egg, and
is fo much the more curious, in regard
that it is made of fine Cotton, and hung
up with very {mall Threads. On the
Sea-Coafts there are Dorterils in {o great
abundance, that our Mariners fometimes
kill'd five or fix of them with a Stick
at one blow. Thefe Birds are as big
as Ducks, and commonly fly about the
Iflands and the Rocks thatare not ex-
tended. far in the Sea. The two other
Iflands ate much lefs, and form with
the greater, to the North and South,
certain Channels, which one may pafs
through, as occafion ferves. The Nor-
thern on the fide of the Continent, has
a Creek very convenient for the ca-
reening of Vellels; but the Southerin is
only a huge round Rock. |

Over-againft the Coaft ftands a {mall
Village, inhabited by the Portuguefes,
where we fent our Shallop to get fome
Provifions for the fick Mariners: Qur

Men found the Inhabitants under Arms,
and
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and ready to hinder our landing upon
the leait fulpicion. Thefe People were
pillag’d fome Years ago by Rovers, and
ever fince fiand npon- their Guard as
foon as they difcover the approach of
any Veflel. "However we found means
to purchafe a couple of Oxen, a dry'd
Filh, feveral Cheefes, and Pulfe, with
fome Fruits, ata dear rate.
On the 27th.” weteok in frefh Water,
and the next Day fet fail for the River of
Janeiro. | gl |
O the 29th. we doubl'd Cape Frie, Cape Frie.
and on the joth. at eight a-tlock in the
- Morning, {uppoing that we had almol , ..
made the River, we lét o 8 Gun, tO Jenciro.
give' notice that we flogd 1n need of a
Pitot ; but having tack'd about on all
fides till three a-clock in the Afternoon,
without hearing any New and without
being able to difcover the Mouth; We
cait Anchor within three Leaguesof the
Land, and fent our Boat along the Coalt,
to featch” it out. The Porruguefes «f
St. Anu_had told us, that there was at
the Entrance, a huge Rock in form™of
a Sugar-Loaf ; but inflead of one, we
difcern’d two, at a great diftance one
from another; {o that we were much
perplex’d, not knowing how o fleer our
Courfe. £ Qur

————— T py———s a1 T S -
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Cur Boat lay at Anchor during the
Night, at the Mouth of the Kiver, un-
der the Cannon of the Forts, which
caus'd it to be {ffon’d. At break of Day
the Officer, who was in the Boat, went
to meet the Governour of the Place,
and return’d at fix a-clock in the Even-
ning, to inform us that the Inhabitants
{fcrupl’d to-permit us to enter, by reafon
(as they gave it out) of the great num-
ber of our Sick Men : But it is more
probable, that not being accuflom’d to

Aee any other Ships.than thofe of their
own Nation, and fearing left we might

be enga gd in a2 War againft = them,

‘they were fo extremely terrify’d at our

Arrival, that as {foon as our Corvette
(\AILC‘} enter'd cight Days béfore us )
appeat’d, all the Women retird to the
Country, with the beft Effects of the

‘Town.
" At fix aclock in the Morning, we

prepar'd to draw near, and at nine an .

Officer came, who caus'd us to caft An-

chor within halt a Cannon-fhot of the.

Forts, which are built on both fides of

that River. Afterwards he went to

make a Report to the Governour, and
promisd us that he wou'd ufe “his ut-
mo(t Endeavours to get an Order for the

{ending of  Pilot. AR
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In the mean whilc, there arofe a {lrong
Blaft of Wind, whichoblig’d us to hoitt
up Sail, by reafon that our Ship got

-

loofe from Anchor, and ranupon a Shelf

of Rocks which is in the middle of the
River: But the Cominanders of the
Forts, who had Order$" to fiop our
Courfe, and who, without having any
regard to the apparent Danger we were

"\ in of perithing at that inftant, imagin'd

that we defign’d to enter without their
leave, difcharg’d twelve or fifteen an-
non-Balls a-crofs our Mafls, to oblige
us to caft Anchor: Thus-they made a
Bravado, infulting over us, becaufc they
knew that we ftood in need of their
Affiftance, and durft not refent their Af-
fronts. Therefore we made hafte to
calt Anchor; and about a quarter
~ of an Hour after, an Officer came on
" board, who left us a Pilot, and a Phy-
fician to vifit our fick Men: He told
us that we might weigh Anchor, and
that he was going to the Fort to know
the Governour’s Pleafure: But as we
were under fail, before he arriv'd there,
we receivd ten Cannon-fhot more,
which fhatter’d our Flag, difmounted
one of_the Port-Holes in the Gunner’s

Room, and pafs'd between the Shrouds,
b2 *  without

2
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without hurting any one of our Crew.
Then we went to calt Anchor with the
Seditious Pink, within a fmall League
of the Town; neither wou'd the Go-
vernour fuffer the Sun of Africa, nor the
Glutton Frigate, to enter, by reafon that
he had Orderc [ as he pretended ) from
the King of Portugal, not to admirabove
three Foreign Men of War into the
Harbour.

Lhe next Night, at two or three a-
clock, the Sun of Africa,* which conti-
nu’d ftill at the Mouth of the River,
got loofe from Anchor; and forafmuch
as the Current drove her on the above-
mention’d Shelf of Rocks, fo that fhe
could not be ftay'd by any ot the An-
chors , the difcharg'd feveral Cannon-

fhot, and made Fires upon all the Matis,

as a Signal to get Succour: Whercupon

we fent our Shallop, which got her ot

from that place, where fhe would have
been inevitably loft without their Afli-
ftance. This Ship fet fail the fame Day
for La Ifla Grande , which is twenty
Leagues ‘diflant from thence; ,and the
Pink caft Anchor in a fimall Bay at the
Mouth of the River, where fhe waited

till the Corvetre came up to enter. M.

de Gennes made 2 Gomplaint to the Gos
| vernour
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vernour, of the Infult that was offer'd

us ar our Entrance, and that the King’s

Ships ywere bafely left in danger : He

excus'd himfclf upon account that the
People were ready to make an Infurre-
ction'; that it was none of Lis Faule
thet we did not enter at firft ; and that
for the future he wou'd ferve us as far
as 1t lay in his power.

On the 4th. Inflant, we fet our fick
Men a-fhore in a fimall Village that
fronts the Town on the other fide the
River, 28 W

On the sth. the Governour fent.us a
Pilor, who caus’d us to caflt Ancher
within a quarter of a League of the
Town ; which we did not falute, becaufe
they refus’d to return us an equal num-
- ber of Shot. _

On the 15th. a Veflel enter’d which
came from the Bay of A/Z-Saints. |

On the 17th. and 18th. two other
Vedels arriv’d that came irom thé Coalt
of Augnla, loaden with Negroes.

On the 2c0th. we paid our Ship.

- On the 22d. the Felicity fet out for
La Ifla Grawde, and the Glutton Pink en-
ter'd in its place, o take in fome Quin-
tals of Bisket, made of Meal that we
brought out of ZEurope. Sife likewife

E 3 took

The fick
Men [et on
Shore, .

They do ner
Jalute the .
Town.
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took in fome Salt-meats, Meal of Ma-
unioc or Tuca, with Caflave, Rice, Mayz,
Guildive, and other Provifions, which

we purchasd with Gambia Merchandi-
zes, upon which we loft a great deal
Tk G- i the exchange, by reafon that the Go-
mars i vernour having prohibited the Inhabi-
g, -ants to trade with us, and taking up-
on him to be the fole Seller and
Buyer, we were oblig’d to afford our
Commodities at a cheaper rate than
they bear in Europe; which fufficiently
Thews the finifter Practices of that Na-
tion, of whom three quarters are ofi-
ginally Fews. We likewife fold our Ne-
groes, but retaind the moft robuft of
them , to recruit part of our Fleet,
which the Sicknefs of Gambia had much
impaird ; our fingle Ship having alrea-
dy loft above 50 Men. *
We continy’d till the 27th. Inftant in
this River, which may without doubt
pafs for one of the fafeft and moft con-
venient in America. Before it falls into
the Sea, it forms a large Bay, where
Veflels ride as it were in a private Port.
The bottom of it is firm, and the
Winds are broken by the means of the
high Lands, with which it is encom-
pats'd: ‘Lhe Shelf of Rocks that lies
at
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at its Mouth, and by which one can-
not pafs without coming within half a
Cannon-fhot of the Forts that command
it, contributes much to the fecurity of
the Harbour. .

- At the diftance of two Ieagues from
the Mouth of the River, flands the Ci-
ty of St.Seaftian, whicl is an Epifcopal sr. Sebs-
See, the ufual Place of Refidence of ™
the Governour of the Province.” “”Tis fi-
tuated on the Weftern fide of the Ri-
ver, and in a fine Plain, furrounded with
high Mountains: *Tis large and well
built, and the Streets are Streight, fo
that the magnificent Strudtures of ~ the
Jefuits and Bewedidlins that terminate
‘them on both fides, each on a fmall
Afcent, render the Profpeé very delight-
ful: It has no Fortification on that fide
towards the Country ; and ’tis defended
only by a fmall Fort on the Sea-fhore
below the Fefuize’s College.

The Inhabitants are polite, and en-7% e
dow’d with a Gravity cuftomary to their };;;Z£ c
Nation: They are Rich, take much de- tanssof
light in Trading, and keep a great num- e
ber of Negro-Slaves, befides divers en-
tirec Families of . Zudians, whom they
maintain in their Sugar-Plantations, and
whofe Liberty they are not willing to

E 4 retrench
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retrench,  as being the Natives of the

Country. Their Slaves for the moft
part manage all their Houlhold-Affairs,

which renders them fo diffolute and ¢-

feminate, that they will not vouchiale -

to floop to take upa Pin themicives,
for which they have occafion. Luxury
is {o predominant among them, that not
only the Burghers, but even the Monks
may have to do with common Haslots,
without ‘earing the Cenfures or Re-
proaches of the Feople, who have a ve-
ry great Refpect for them. Uncleannets
is not the only Vice peculiar to thefe
lcwd Monks: They live in grofs: Igno-
rance, fo that very few of them under-
fland the Latin Tongue ; and itisto be
fear’d, that as they ilrive even to out-

vie the Sedomites in their Debaucheries,
they may one Day partake of the like*

Punifbment. 1 herc are vall Multitudes
of Cordeliers, Carmelites, and Benediltin
Monks every: where in the Territories
of Brafil; but they take little Care of
the Converiton of an infinite number of
poor Indians, who ftand in need of be-
ing infiructed in the Myfieries of the
Gofpel ; and there are. only eight or ten
Reverend Capuchin Fathers of the French

Nation, and fome Jefuits, throughout

that
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of M. de Gennes. .

that vaft Continent, who take Pains in
performing the Functions of their Miffion
with an extraorainary Zeal.

I cannot forbear relating a fmall Ad- 4 norable
ventute which happen’d to a young Mag 44vensre.
of our Squadron, who fell out with one
of the Inhabitants, and was oblig’'d te
deaw his Sword 1in his own Detence ;
* but perceiving himfelf alone, and prefs’d
with a great number of Portuguefes, he .
thiought fit to retire, and fering the Door
of the Carmelite’s Monaftery open'd, he
made bold to enter, not doubting but to
meet with a fure Sanctuary in that Place
but he foon found the contrary, for one
of théfe charitable Monks immediately
ftruck him on the Head with a Hanger,
the Marks of which Wound will always
appear during his whole Life-time: Then
many others rufh’d in, and beat him
with Cudgels, and at iait put him again
into the Hands of the Inhabitants, who
had Compaffion on him, and detefted
the barbarous Proceedings of the Monks.
The Reflections | have made on thefe
counterfeit Monks, ought not to give
Offence to thofe who make a Confci-
ence of difcharging their Duty; fince
the Inveétives made againit fuch Liber--
tines . ferve only to augment the Refpect

that
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that ought to be had for thofe who
feck for an occafion to fhew the effects
of a true Zeal, and ufe all pofiible means
for the propagating the Chriftian Reli-
gion, even to the apparent hazard of
their Laves i) |

The Country lying about this River
affords good Pafture, bringing forth a-
bundance of Tobacco and Canes, of
which the fineft Sugar is made; and
alfo a kind of very ftrong Brandy,
which we «call Guildive, The latter
comes of Slips, are full of Knots, that
put forth Leaves like thofe of Reeds,
and grow on Ridges as Corn: Thefe
Canes when gather'd , are carry’d to
the Mill to be ground, and the Juice
that they yield runs through feveral
Pipes into the Cauldroms, where the Su-
gar is made and refin’d, almoft after the
fame manner as Salt-Petre. The Soil is
likewife very fruitful in Rice, Mayz,
and Manioc, which are Roots that put
forth a fmall Shrub four or five Foot
high, and arc propagated of Slips: The
Fields in which they are planted, and
where they are left ftanding two or
three Years, are like thofe of our Hemp-
Clofes: Thefe Roots, which ferve in-
ftead of Bread in a great part of Awme-

?'lCd,

ool o N T .\ VO o O T (e

N L = T =

. = P . L T N L VT )



of M. de Gennes.

rica s are as thick and long as Carrots:
They arc ufually grated with Rafps made
for that purpofe, and Meal is made of ‘em
after having fqueez’d out all their Juice,
which is the rankeft Poyfon in the World,
and which they take care to drain off
into Places under-ground, left the Cat-
tle fhou’d drink it. The moft part of
the Portuguefes feed on this Meal, fuch

as it is; and others make of it a kind -

of {mall Cakes, which they bake on I-
ron-Plates appropriated to that ufe.
There it abundance of Fruit and Pulfe

in thofe parts: Cabbiges, Onions, Let-

tuces, Purcelain, Melons, Water-Melons,
Goads; Grapes, and many other Fruits
that we have in Europe, thrive there,
and come to perfection: But the pecu-
liar Fruits of the Country are Oranges,
Banand's,  Anavas’s, Potato’s, Ighname’s,
Coco’s, Goyaves, and many others, of
which they make very good Confe-
¢tions.

"The Aunanas grovws like an Artichoak,
and refembles a lurge Pine-Apple : Its
Leaves are long, thick, and arm’d with
{mall Prickles. It bears a Crown of the
fame Leaves, and may bc eiteemed as
‘the beft kruit in the whole Continent of
America,

The
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The Potato and Ighwame, are Roots
very like the Toupinambous; The former
is of the-tafte of a Chefnut, and is ufual-
ly eaten broil'd or roafted in Embers,
The Ighname is fomewhat infipid, but
much more wholfome and larger than
the Potato, but both thefe forts of
Roots are of fingular ufe to make very
favory Pottage.

The Coco grows upon a Tree which is _
much like 2 Palm-Tree : This Fruit is
very large, and has nothing but what
nay be apply’d to fome Ufe ¢ it is co-
verd with a kind of Tow, which may
ferve to caulk Veffels, better than Hemp :
This Tow being taken off, we meet
with a large hard Nut, of an Oval Fi-
gure ; of which Cupsand other Toys of
the like nature are ufvally made, that bear
the Name of Coco’s. This Nut contains
a white Kernel, of the Tafte of 2 Hazel
Nut, lying round about of the thicknefs
of one’s Finger : Laftly, the Middle is

- fill'd with a cool Liquor refembling thin

Milk, about the Quantity of a large
Glafs-full ; infomuch that this Fruit alone
may ferve for a Man’s Suftenance: And
indeed the moft part of the Zndians do
not trouble themfelves about providing
any Victuals, when they know that thé-l
tha
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fhall meet with Coco-Trees in the pla-
ces through which they are to pafs.

The Goyave is fomewhar bigger than a
Nut : Its Pulp is red, very flony, and
of the Tafie of a Peach. 'The Tree
that bears this Fruit refembles our Plum-
Trees. -

“There are alfo numerous Herds of
Oxen, Hogs, and Sheep, with variety
of Game, and feveral forts of Fowl, but
every thing is fold at an exceflive dear
Rate. 'The Fleet that arrives theré every
Year from Portugal, brings Wine, Meal,
Oil, Cheete, Linnen and Woollen Cloth,
and all other neceffary Merchandizes ;
and returns laden with Sugar, Leather,
and Train-Oil ; from whence ‘arifes 2
confiderable Revenue to the King of Per-
tugal, Formerly they had great Quanti-
ties of Tobacco, but at prefent the Sale
of it is forbidden, as one of the greateft
Obflacles to the Trade of the Bay of
A/l Saints : "Tis alfo prohibited to deal in
Corn and Wine, to prevent the interrupt-
ing of the Eurgpean Commerce, of which
the Inhabitants may make confiderable
Advantage, as well as thofe of St. Pax/,
in the Territories of St. Fincent, whofe
Political Government is fo-Remarkal}:le,

that
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that it may not be amifs to give {ome

Account of it by the way. - |
This Town, which is fituated Ten
Leagues up the Country, derives its Ori-
ginal from an Affociation of Robbers of

all Nations, who by little and little,"

form’d a great Town, and a kind of
Common-Wealth, where they made a
Law, not to admita Governour. They
are furrounded with high Mountains ; fo

that one cannot enter, or go out, but -

thro’ a Defil¢ or narrow Patlage, where
they keep a ftrong Guard, for fear of be-
ing furpriz’d by the Zndians, with whom
they almoft continually make War,and left
their Slaves fhould find Means to efcape.

Thefe Faulifts ufually march 40 or 50 in
a Body, arm’d with Bows and Arrows,

which they ufe more dexteroufly than
any Nation in the World : They traverfe

the whole Continent of Brafi/, pafiing <
as far as the River of Plata, or to that of
the Amazons, and return at the End of °
four or five Months, fometimes with =

above joo Slaves, whom they drive as
Herds of Oxen ; and having tamed a lit-

tle, they difpofe of them in the Country

to till the Ground, or employ them in

fithing for Gold,which they find in fogreat -

quantity, that the King of Portugal, to
whom
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whom they carefully fend a fifth Part, re-
ceives every Year above 8 or goo Marks:
They pay him this Tribute not out of a
motive of Fear, for they are more potent
than he, but to follow the Cuftom of
their Anceftors, who not being at firft
well fettled in their Retreat, endeavour-
cd to withdraw themfelves from Subje-
¢tion to their Governours, under pre-
tence of managing the King’s Affairs, to
whom they own themfelves zt prefent,
to be Tributaries, but not Subjects, that
they may fhake off the Yoke on the firft
Opportunity. -

On the 25th. inftant, we fet our fick Z%e Gene-
Men on board again, who, except five ?ﬁfuff
or. fix, were very hearty. The Com- guefe.
mander of the Place where they lodg’d,
was a generous old Gentleman, of great
Integrity , and was not at all tanted
with the fordid Principles of his Coun-
trymen ; For heentertain’'d our fick Ma-
riners with a Patcrnal Charity, fupplying
them with Eggs, Confits, Wine, and ge-
nerally with every thing that was ne-
ceflary for them, at his own proper Cofts
and Chargess, nay he offer’'d to retain
the weakelt of them in his.own Houfe
tild, our Return.

On
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On the 27th. we fet fail, and pafs'd
between the Forts , with our Cannons
mounted , and Matches lighted, being
all ready to anfwer them it they fhou'd
attempt to didturb us about the Salute
at parting, or fhou’d make us wait for
the Governour’s Orders. We no longer
ftood in need of them, of which they
were ‘alfo very fenfible: They all ap-
pear’d in Ranks on their Parapets, and
feem’d to be overjoy'd at our depar-
ture, by reafon that they were tird
with the continual Guards that they
kept during the time of our Abode a-
mong them. The Governour thought
himfelf fo little fecure, that he fum-

" mon’d all the Inhabitants within four

Leagues round about. We were no
fooner gone, but he caus’d a Fort, fur-
nifl’d with {fome Pieces of Ordnance,

to be built below the Town on a fmall

Ifland, which commands the Road, and
where the French fettl'd when this River
was firfl difcover'd. |
On the 29th. after a great Calm, we
calt Anchor at feven a-clock in the E-
vening in the Channel of La Ifla Grande;
and onm the joth. the Heat was {o ex-
cellive, that we were ready to burn even
in the Water. In the Aiternoon a gentle
: Breeze
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Breeze came off from the Main, which
moderated the Heat of the Sun; where-
upon we {et fail, and having made three
Leagues, caft Anchor by the Suz of 4-
frica, within a Musket-fhot of the Land,
and in a faedy and very convenient
Creck, where Veflels may be {helter’d
from all manner of Winds, and where
one may take in the beft frefh Water.

La Ifla Grande or the Great Hland, be- 12102
- ing about 18 Leagues in compafs, l.es Grande.

high, and is befet with Woods of a
prodigious thicknefs, infomuch that one
cannot walk in them 100 Paces toge-
ther: But there are entire Plins of O-
range-Trees and Lemmon-Trees, with
much variety of wild Fruits; and a-
mong others the Pear of Mapox, which
bears a fort of Red Cotten, and of
which Quilts are made, that are {o cx-
tremely durable, that they can fcarce
be worn out; for by expofing them to
the Sun from time to time, the Cotton
fwells again of it felf, and the Quilt be-
comes asit were new. We met with a-
nother fort of Fryjt, which is as big as
‘a {mall 'Nut, and feems to have the
crown'd Head of a Clove. There are
alfo many of thofe Animals that we call
Zatous , and the Scales of which ferve

E o
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to adorn Apothecaries Shops : Their
Flefh is firm, and has the tafte of - frefh
Pork.

On the Coaft over-againfl this Creek,
ftands a large Town belonging to the
Portuguefes, where there are about four
or five hundred Inhabitants, and two
Convents, wviz. one of Carmelites, and
“the other of the Cordeliers. We there
bought fome Provifions, wiz. Oxen,

whee Py~ Fowl, dry’d Fifh, and four Pyrogues,

vogues 476 ywhich coft us from forty to eighty
Crowns: Thefe are large Camoos, very
long , and made of one fingle Tree
hollow’d : They are light, fit for De-
{cents, and capable of holding 60 Men.
The Governour of Rio-Janeiro fent on
purpofe to forbid the Inhabitants to fell
us any forts of Commoditics whatever ;
but they had not much regard to his
Prohibition, for they furnifh'd us with
every thing we defird. They have all
Habitations in the Mountains, and affect

| to be as free as theiPaulifts.

‘dar 96.  Onthe sth. Day of Fanuary A. D.1696.
after having taken in freflh Water and
Wood, we fet fail for the Streights of
Magellan. :

On the oth. 7th. 8th. and oth. we
had 3 great Calm; and on the roth.

| being,

T, A o -
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being come-within forty Leagues of the
Land, we began to ftand oft from the
Coaft ar that diftance, to avoid the
Shelves of~ Sand that ke a4 the Mouth
of the River of Plata, and which run
very far into the Main.

On the 21ft. and 22d. at Night, as we .
were failing a-crofs Cape St. Autony, we
loft fight of the Felicity altho™ the
Moon fhone bright, the Sea was calm,
and the Wind moderate ; neither could
the Fault be attributed to any thing, but
the Negligence of thofe Mariners who
were then upon the Watch, and who
rélying too much on the calmnefs of
the Weather, fell afleep. We difcharg’d |
divers Cannon-fhot, and all fteer’d dif-
ferent Courfes, in queft of that Ship, but
it was to no purpofe.

On'the 23d. we faw a great many
Sea-Wolves lying aflcep on their Backs,
upon the Suriace of the Water.

On the 26th, and 27th. we had a
dreadful Storm of Thunder, and much.
Rain. .

On the 20th, we faw fome Whales,
Sea-Pies, and nrodigious Flocks of other
Birds, that fuillowd us as it were fo
many Ducks. :

F 2 On
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On the joth. we faw abundance of Sea-
Weeds, which made us conjecture we
wer near Land; but having founded,
it appear’d that we were ftill diftant from
it above forty Leagues. '

On the 31ft. the Sea was all over co-
ver'd with fiall Cray-Fifh, fnfomuch
that it might well be call'd the Red-Sea ;
We took up above 1coco of them in
Baskets.

On the 1. and 2d. of Pebruary, the
Winds were boiflerous, and the Sea ran
high. -

On the 4th. at Noon, we difcover'd
the Cape of St. Twes de las-Bareras : The
{ands thercabouts are low, and as far as

we cow’d difcern, very barren: We dif-

cern’'d a very thick Smoke, which in-

duc’d ‘us o believe that there were fome

inhabitants. The moft part of Naviga-
tors who have f{ai'd on thofe Coalts,
and who have publifhi’d Relations of
their Voyages, affirm, that when the Sa-
vages difcover the Arrival of any Vef-

{els, they ufually make great Fires, and

offer Sacrifices to the Devil, to conjure

lim to raife Storms to deftroy them.
On the sth.and 6th. the Winds were
very variable, and the Weather hazy.

On
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E - On the 7th. at three a-clock in the
‘Morning, the Pink let off a Gun, to
give us notice that fhe defery’d Land,
whereupon we caft Anchor, becaufe it
was very requifite for us to difcover it;
and at break of Day we difcern’d a
Cape, which our Pilot, and two of cur
Officers, who had before pafs’d the
Streights of Magellan, aflurd us to be
that of The Virgins. The Winds veer'd,
| and became contrary, f{o thr  we were
not able to caft Anchor, to make any
Difcovery. ‘

On the 8th. the Winds {lill continu’d
contrary to us; and at tuo a-clock in
the Afternoon blew with fo great impe-
tuofity, that our Cable broke; ncither
could we hoife up our Sails, which were
taken in, to give lefs Advantage to the
Wind; forafmuch as there was no pro-
bability of being able to carry any Sail,
we fuffer’d our felves to lie by, at the
mercy of the Waves, till the next Day
at four a-clock in the Morning, when
the Fury of the Wind being fomewhat
abated, we drew near the Land, and at
Noon caft Anchor at the Mouth of the
River of ‘Sax’ 1 Craz; there to: wait: fof 1. /o
a favourable Gale, to rejoyn our Veflels. of Santta
We fcarce let fall Anchor, but the Storm “Fd&

E 3 was
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was appms’d the Sea became calm, and
we made as much Sail as we could that
Day.

We doubl'd the Cape at Night, and
at break of Day came up with our Fleet
and fleerd our Cowfe to the above-

Cape24. mention’d Promontory, which we fup-

i}_’_,;"f’ﬁ}’f”;v posdto be that of the Firgins ; chooﬁng

virgins.  rather to follow the Directions of the
Navigators who had alrcady cruisd a-
bout thofe-Coafls, than that of the Sea-
Charts, ifuch are often miflaken in
places that are fo little frequented : How-
cever We infenfibly drove upon a Shelf,
from whence it would have been very
difficult to get off, if we had not time-
ly difcover’d our Error by founding :
‘Therefore we immediately chang'd our
Courfe, and lengthen’d the Coaft, bear-
ing but little Sail. :

On the 11th. Inflant, we difcover’d
another Cape, very like the former, and
altho’ we had fearce reafon to doubt it
to be that of the Firgins, yet we could
not be well fatisfy’d till we found it by
experience. We tack’'d about for fome
time, till the Foggs were difpers'd, and
at Noon we enterdthc §eraight, where
we caft Anchor at four @=clock in the
Afternoon, at the Entrapce of the Bay

of
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urrent.
On the 1ath. at break of Day, we .
prepar’d to fet fail, but there was fo
flittle Wind, that we were not able to
make three Leagues during the whole
ay.
On the 13th. at break of Day, we
fet out again, and made as much fail
das the Tides wou'd permit us. At four
la-clock in the Afternoon we doubled
: Cape En-

the Cape Entrana, and cafi. Anchor 3t ana.
ithe Entrance of the Bay of Boucaut. Boucaus
We there faw feveral Whales, -and a ™
great number of Porpoifes all over white
except their Head and Thail.

On the 14th. we weigh’d Anchor,
and tack’d about till Noon, when the
§ Tide being contrary to us, we were ob-
ligd to caft Anchor within two Leagues
fof the Land, in the middle of Boucaar
Bay, The Coaft 1s flat, basren, and
deftitute both of frefh Water and Woad.”
We there met with Snipes, and many
Elocks of Sea-Pies; and fome of our
Mariners told us, that a League up the
Land, they had feen Buffles and Goats.
There is alfo ( as everywhere through-
out the Straights ) a prodigious quanti-
ty of Cockles and Mufcles, which are
St B nog
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not at ail inferiour to thofe of Cha-
roune, We tound fome, the Shells of
which were 'of an admirable Beauty,
and weigh'd half a pound.
crpe Gre-  On the 16th. we weather’d Cape
say. . Gregory, and at Noon caft Anchor with-
3 uorgc; . & 3 :
yund. - 10 a {mall League of St. George’s Hland,
: to which we could not come nearer,
by reafon that we were becalmd, and
the Tides began to run contrary. This
Ifland being about a League in Compafs,
13 high and barren, yet we found there
fome Mufhrooms, many Sea-Pies, and
feveral Hutts of Savages abandon’d. We
Penguins. alfo tock fome Penguins, from which
the Mland derives its Name; which was
impos'd by the Englifp, by reafon of
a great quantity of this fert of Birds
which thev found therein: They are
fomewhat larger than Geefe, have fhort
Legs, with Grey and very thick Fea-
thers; Their Wings are bare without
iny Featiiers, and ferve only inftead of
Finns: They live for the moft part in
the Water, retire to Land to fleep, and
make Holes in the Ground like Foxes.
The mofl part of our .Company fpent
the Night there, to have the pleafure
sawifilve, of sviewing the ™ SeasWelves : Thefe A-
mimals*~limb up fleep Rocks, fit on
their
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their Tails like Monkeys, and make a
dreadful noife to call their Mates: When
they bring forth Y oung, they carry them
into the Woods, fupply them with Fifh,
and tend them as carefully as an indul-

gent Mother does her Children.
~ On the 18th. a bluftering Wind arofe,
which oblig’d us to fland in again for
Boucant-Bay , where we caft Anchor in
the Evening, under {lelter of Cape Gre-
gory : The Pink followd us, and the
other Veflels were not long in coming
up.
On the 19th, and 20th. 1t was excef-
five cold, and the Winds grew more
boifterous. We faw great kires on the
Ifland of Fuego, and the Savages {cem’d
to be defirous to converfe with us, but
the Sea ran fo high, that we could not
~ come near them. _
On the 21th.. we fet fail again, dou-
bled Cape Gregory,, and having crofs’d
St. George’s lland, along which we coafl-
ed with Plummet in hand, we fuddenly
found our felves fallen upon the Point of
a Shelf : We caft Anchor to found, and
continu’d - our Courfe again an hour af-
ter. At 5 a-Clock in the Evering, we
caft Anchor within fix Leagues of St.
George's Ifland, in a Creek, where the
: | Ceaft
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A Relation of the Foyage
Coaft arifes delightfully, and begins to
be befet with Woods : There are divers
fmall Rivers, where very good Water
may be taken in, and on the Banks of
which we met with Salery, Goofeberries,

_¥oxes, Buftards, Thrufhes, Ducks, and

Cormorants, and abundance of other
“ea-Fowl, _

On the 22th, and 23th. the Winds
were contrary. 3 '

On the 24th. we fet {ail, and at Noon
came up again with our Veilels, which
we left at St. George’s Hland, and which
had caft Anchor within two Leagues of
Famine Bay : We took-in there very

good freth Water, but not without fome

difficulty, by reafon that the Coaft was
full of Rocks, in that place we had the
firflt fight of the Savages, of whom
about Light or Ten on the Sca-fhore were
making certain Bark-Canoos, which they
did not abandom,but entreated usby Signs
not to meddle with them. Among thefe
Savages was a robuft old Woman, who
appear'd to be Aged about 80 Years, and
who {cem’d 1n a manner to Command "em.
They were arm’d with Slings, Bows and
Arrows. and were attended with 5 or 6
little Liegs, which apparently ferv’d ’em
for Hunting : Their Arrows were point-

ed
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of M. de Gennes.

ed with a fharp Flint-Stone very arti-
ficially cut, in form of a Serpent’s
Tongue : They alfo made fit large pieces
of Flint to cut Wood, not having the
ufe or knowledge of Iron,

Thefe Savages are robuft, and of a
tall Stature, their Complexion being of

an Qlive-Colour : Their Hair is black,
~long, and cut above their Head in form
of a Crown. They ufually paint their
Faces, Arms, and {everal other parts of
their Body, with a white Tincture,
Notwithftanding the exceffive Cold, they
always go naked ; except that their
Shoulders are cover’d with the Skins of
Sea-Dogs and Sea-Wolves. They are
deftitute of Religion, and free from all
manner of Care. They have no fettled
Habitation , but rove up. and down,
fometimes in one place, fometimes in
another. 'Their Hutts are made only of
a Semi-Circle of Branches, which they

fet up, and let one into another, to

fhelter themnfelves from the Wind. Thefe

are the famous Patagons whom fome

Authors avouch to be eight or ten
Foot high, and of whom they tell {o
many {irange Tales, even making them
{wallow whole Pails full of Wine; How-
ever they appear’d to us to be very fober ;

and

1
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and the talleft among them was not 2-
bove {ix Foot high.

espelro-  On the 24th. we prepar'd to fet Sail,
werd. - but had ' fcarce pafs’d Cape Froward,
when we found the Winds variable and
contrary ; infomuch that not being able
to caft Anchor, we were oblig’d to pafs

the Cape in the Night.
On the 26th. at break of Day, the -
Fury of the Winds being fomewhat al-
layd, we fet Sail again. At two a-
. ciock in the Afternoon we doubl’d Cape
Cape Hol- Froward and Cape Holland at ten at
fand. Night, but with terrible Blafts of Wind
that came from between two Moun- -
tains, and for the moft part furpriz’d us
in the midft of a great Calm. At Mid-
night there arofe a high Wind, which
oblig’d us to ftand in for fome Port;
and the firt Anchorage that we could
meet with, was two Leagues above Cape
Froward, in a fpacious and very conve-
nient Bay, where we continu’d till the
3d. of the next Month, to take in Wood
and frefh Water, in a River which there
falls into the Sea, and where the Shal-
lops ride at flowing Water. In a little
Ifland fituated in the middle of this Ri-
ver, we met with a dead Body half

rotten, and caver'd with about a Foot
of
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of Earth, but we cou’d not diflinguith
whether it were the Corps of an Eu-
ropean or of a Savage, only the Skins
of Sea-Wolves, which we found hard
by, induc’d us to believe that he was a
Native of the Country. This Bay is not
mark’d in the Charts ; therefore we cal-
led it the French Bay, and imposd on .
pe French

the River the Name of Monfieur de z;, ga

Gemze.f. - - River de

On the 3d. of March we put out to 1‘{;;;21?3

Sea, with a favourable Gale; but we had 169s.
fcarce doubl’d Cape Froward, when the
Winds veer’d after their ufual manner,
~with Blafts that came by Fits, and fell
foul on our Veflel when we were leaft
aware of it,  We pafs'd the Cape in the
Night, the Winds blew frefh, and we
were oblig’'d to ftand in two Leagues
above the French Bay, which we were
not able to make.

On the sth. we difcover’d Famine- Famine-
Bay, fo call’d, becaufe the Inhabitants *7-
of a new Colony of Spaniards were
there miferably ftarv’d to death, which
Colony was fettl'd by Philip 11. King of
Spain, who endeavour’d by that means
to hinder the Paffage of  Foreigners to
the Southern Sea. This Bay 1s large,
having a firm bottom,. {o that 4o Ships

1.2y
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may conveniently ride at Anchor there- |
in.” There are fpacious Plains rounda- |
bout, which may be fown with divers
forts of Grains. There is alfo great
plenty of Game; and ’tis probable that
the Spaniards might find more in thofe
Parts, if it were not deftroy’'d by the
Savages. "

On the 6th. we weigh’d Anchor, and
doubl’d the Capes Froward and Holland,
where we felt, as at other times, very
furious Blafts of Wind ; but the next
Day at Noon, we caft Anchor two
Leagues below Port Gallant,

On the 8th. a high Wind arofe, which
drove the Sun of Africa from her An-
chor, and forc’d her to ftand in for the
French Bay. |

On the ¢th. at Noon, the Winds
were as favourable as could be wifh’d-
for; yet we could not take the Advan-~
tage, by reafon that we were oblig'd to
wait for the Swn of Africa, which did
not appear till the next Morning at
break of Day: Then we prepard to fet
Sail, but the Winds immediately veer'd,
and became contrary, with a great deal
of Hail and Rains fo that we were ob- I

lig’d to caft Anchor a League below Port |

Gallant. St
The
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'The Winds continu’d contrary to us,
till the 20th. Inftant, being very fharp,
and there fell abundance of Rain, Hail,
and Snow, with which the Mountains
are cover'd during the whole Year. We
took in freth Water and Wood, and faw
a great number of Whues.

On the 20th. we fet fail with a fa- 75 Rods
vourable Wind, but it foon return’d to gaf;::;
its wonted Career, and we could only =~ .
make the Road of Port Galant, where
we continud fifteen Days longer, with
cold Winds, a great deal of Rain
and Snow. This Road is large, and
{helter'd from the Eaftern Winds. The
Situation of the Harbour is pleafant and
very commodious, two fmall Rivers fal-
ling into it. There are alfo to be feen
the fineft Shells in the World, with va-
riety of Fowl, wiz. Larks, Thrufhes,
Ducks, and abundance of Sea-Pies. We
often heard the Cries of the Savages
in the Mountains, but could not fee
them.

Forafmuch as our Provifions began to
fail; the Seafon being already very far
advanc’'d, and there was no longer any
hopes to meet with favourable Winds
to convey us into the Southern Sea; we ,
held a Council on the 3d. Day of April, 1646,

and
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and it was determin’d that if the Wind
did not change within the fpace of two
Days, we fhould returnto La J/la Grande,
to take in Provifions, in order to feek
our Fortunes elfewhere. It may be eafi-
- ly imagin'd in fo lamentable a Conjun=
&ure, how greaw a Mortification “this
Difappointment was to Perfons, who ho-
ped to make their Fortune by fo noble
an Enterprize. There was not one Ma-
riner of the whole Squadron who did
not choofe rather to perifh with hun-
ger, than to be diverted from the right
Courfe; And indecd they were already
accultom’d to eat Rats, and paid fiftcen
Pence a-picce for them. Altho” we were
not fo happy as to fee thofe fortunate
Coafts of Peru, from whence we are
{upply’d with what is generally efleem’d

moft precious; neverthelefs I am apt to

believe, that a particular Account of
the Occafion of our Undertaking this
Voyage, may not be altogether unac-
ceptable to the Reader.
Tteoceaf- In the Year 1686. certain Free-boot-
;".{__,gw"”" ers of St. Domingo, who'are well known
7%% to be Enemies to Peace, after having
for many Years infefled the Coalt of

Carack , New-Spain, and Cuba, without

being able to get any confiderable Prize,
took
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of M. de Gennes.

took a Refolution to pafs to thofe of
¥ the Southern-Sea, which they know to
i be much more Rich, and lefs fortify’d.
There were two Paffages which lay o-
pen into thofe Parts, wiz. one along the
Coaft, and the other by the Streight
of Magellan : 'The former, as the thort-
eft, was taken by fome other Rovers;
but there were two great Difficulties,
one of being attack’d by the Zndians
during their Courfe , “who have fome-
times War and fometimes [ ace with
the Spaniards : And the other Difficulty
is to find in that Seas Veflels conveni-
W ent for the performing of fuch a Voy-
W age. The Paffage thro’ the Streight of
Magellan appearing to thele Free-booters
W to' be the fafeft, they fet Sail,; being*8o
¥ Men in number, for the Southern-Sea,
‘8 where they foon became formidable by
W the frequent Defcents they made in fe-
M veral Places, and by the great number
Hof Shipsrichly laden, which they'took :
W However, notwithftanding thefe Prizes,
'they made but little Booty, as well by
“reafon of the irregular Conduct of their
ill-difciplin’d Company, as inregard that
*he Merchandizes were too comber{fome
co be manag’d by Perfons who had no
fettled place of Retreat ; Therefore they
G con-
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32 A Relation of the Voyage

contented themfelves only with putting -
them to Ranfome; and when they
could take a fufficient quantity of Pro-
vifions for five or {ix Months, they re-
tird to fome Ifland, where they fpent
their time in Hunting and Fithing ;
and after having confum’d their whole
Stock, they return’d to the Coaft.
They comti~ — Thus our Free-booters liv’d wretched-
}’e‘;‘j‘; thre 1y for the fpace of feven Years, till
fome of them, mov'd with a Defire to
return to gheir Native Country, took
a Refolution to fail back to the Nor-
thern Sea, and to that purpofe met to-
gether in the Iland Fernand , where
they divided their Booty, and every one
of them had the Summ of eight or
nine thoufand Livres for his Share,
“However twenty three of them having
Jolt by Gaming what they were fo long
‘in getting, continu’d on that Ifland with
"Afortof 4 ¥ Pirogue, in which they crofs’d over
Pl to Peru , refolving ecither to perifh, or
at leaft to repair their Loffes. Some
time after, they took five rich Ships, a-
mong which they chofe that which they -
judgd to be moft convenient for the
making an end of their Voyage: They
loaded it with caft Metal, divers Zndian
Merchandizes and Provifions, and at laf}
would
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would have return’d with a much rich-
er Cargo than the others, if they had
not had the ill Fortune to lofe their
Ship in the Streight of Aagelan,
where they f{pent ten whole Months
in building a Bark, as well as they
could, and with all the Application
requxﬁte in {o great an Exigence::
They laded their Bark with what they
could {fave out of the Wreck of their
Ship, and pafs’d Cayenna.

\

All the Free-Booters being ~anie back Taeyreturn
to the Northern Sea, thoughL 101, Ghp s % 2 e e

tire with their fmall Cargo fo that fome
of them fettled at Brafil, and others

went to Cayenna, St. Domz’ngo, anid the
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thern Sea.

other Iflands of America ; but there were

about four or five, who being unwilling
any longer to undergo the Hardihips of
fo mean a Condition, took a Refolution
to make a Second Voyage, and to that
purpofe they pafs'd over into France,
with good Memoires concerning their
Adventures. One of them nam’d Afa-
certy, made Application to Moufieur
de Gennes , whom he knew to be
a Man very fit for the Management of
great Undertakings, infomuch that the
iter approv'd his Defign, and went to-

Paris, to reprefent to the Court the Ad-

vantages that might arife from fuch a
G 2 Voyage,

A
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Voyage, proffering his Service to carry
on {o noble an Enterprize. ._

The Propofals made by M. de Gennes
were receiv'd - with all the approbation,
that could be wifh’d for; the King fup-
ply’d him wich Ships at his own choice,
and the Projec was fo well approv’d of,
upon account of its Novelty, that divers
Perfons of the higheft Quality readily
contributed to the equipping of our Fleet.

A great number of Young Men, who

were cqually excited by Curiofity to fee
fuch find-Countries ; and by the hopes
of getting an opportunity to make their
Fortune, carneftly defir'd to be admitted
into the Company : However it {eems,
~we did not go on fuccefstully in all
f{l’oints, {ince our Defign at lait provid

Mabortive : But ’tis to be hop’d, that the

{ Court will not difcourage an Underta-

Uking of fo great Importance, which fail-
(l ed only by reafon-of the fmall Experi-
} enge we then had of the Seafon of the .
S Winds.  "Tis well known, that the Spa-

wiards are not in a Condition to make
War with us; that by the means of the

valt Treafures which they. gather daily
out of New-Spain and Peru, they have
a@ually made themfelves Mafters of thofe

Cquntfies, by fpilting the Blood of a
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valt multitude of poor Zndians, who on-
ly fought for an amicable Correfpondence
with thofe haughty Invaders, who to
firike a greater Terror into their Minds,
gave it out, that they were defcended of
the Gods. Befides all the Tortures which
they could devife for the deftroying of
thofe miferable Wretches, they carried
on their Cruelty fo far, as to affaffinate
and fell them for the Slaughter, for the
Maintenance of -their Attendants, And in-
deed, there are Wﬂﬁ*who can
te(tifie, that the Coalls of PerZ®e {till co-
ver'd with the Skeletons of thofe unfortu-
nate Victims,whofe Blood cries to Heaven
for Vengeance, and for the Liberty of
their native Country; infomuch that

nothing ‘can prevent the Deflruction of
thofe Enemies of God and Nature, who

under the Name of Chriftians, revive

Idolatry, and live in the midft of their
Treafure, in a Luxury that even fur-
patles that of brute Beafts. I might
enlarge on .this Subject , but that ’tis
more expedient to refume our former
Difcourfe, and to give a farther Account
of our Misfortunes.

On the sth. Inftant, the Winds be-
ing ftill contrary, we prepar’d to re-
turn to the Northern Sea, as it was

deters
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determin’d two Days before. But we
were {carce under fail, when the Winds
chang’d as it were on purpofe to de-
ceive us, and inducd us to make an
other Attempt, which was not only
fruitlefs, but wou'd have certainly pro-
ved our Ruine, if we had not been ap-
parently protected by Divine Providence
in a very extraordinary manner. We
had not made a League, when thefe
favourable Winds terminated in a great

Calim, ar{*}m Tides ( the Courle of.
which w&®€ou'd not dilcern from Cape

Troward ) drove us on the Coafts, in-
fomuch that four Shallops were not a-

ble to get us cleaf of the Shore. We -

let fall a' large Anchor, which very
much abated the force of the Cur-
rent, but could not hinder us from run-
ning a-foat, by reafon that the bottom

not being firm, cou'd not hold it. We.

might have leapt off from the Poop a-
fhore, and judg’d the Danger to be

unavoidable, when a gentle Breeze hap-

pily blew frefh from the North, an.
fet us at Liberty ; whereas if any other
Wind had arofe, we had certainly pe-
rif'd. In the mean while, the Suz of
Africa and the Glurton Frigate were very

near running the fame Hazard,
We

W]
{ef
tr:
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We lay before the Cape during ' the
whole Night, and at break of Day, we
fet fail again, but the Winds being con-
trary, we were forc’d to {pend the next
Night in the like manner, before Cape
Froward, _ _

On the 7th. at break of Day, the 7, zoma
Winds blowing frefh again from the i for she
North-Eaft, we made our laft Effort, J7"%™
and doubl’d Cape Froward , but to no
purpofe. However we did not forbear
to put out to Sea, and om " r1th.
at fix a-clock in the Evening, having
pafs’d between Zerra de Fuogo and the
Shelves that lie at the Mouth of the
Streight, we re-enter’d the Northern Sea,
and fteer’d our Courfe direitly for La
Ifla Grande. -

On the 16th. at break of Day, we
were feparated from the Suz of Africa
and the Seditzous Frigat, by the means
of a great Fog, which hinder’d ‘em from
hearing the Signals that we gave to tack
about.

On the 17th, and 18th. we had foul
Weather, and the Sea ran very high.

On the 26th. the Weather was very
foogy, and the Winds were {o boifte-
cous', that we were oblig'd to take
down the Mizzen-Maft: The Waves

{well'd
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fwell'd extremely, and we were befet

on all fides as it were with Mountains -
of foaming Billows; infomuch that in-

the Evening we loft one of our Ma-~
viners, who fell into the Sea, as he
was coming down from the Top-Matt. .

On the 27th. our Pilots faild a-crofs
the River de la Plata, at the di-
ftance of 60 Leagues from the Land,
and on the 29th. we had a great deal of
foul Weather.

The V .ds were very favourable to

us, till the oth. of the next Month ;
but we did not take a provident Care
to fail along the Coafts, which we
could not difcover till within 20 Leagues
to the North of the Iflands of St. Aua.
- On the 12th. we caft Anchor in a
Road very full of Fifh, where we
took a great quantity of fine ones,
and among others, divers Sea-Porcu-
pines, fo called, becaufe they are a-
&ually armed with fharp-pointed Bri-
ftles, as the Porcupine or Hedg-hog,
which they prick up when purfued by
other Fifbes.

On the 13th. at nine a-clock in the
Fvening, we made ready to fet Sail;
but on the 14th. and 1sth. the Winds
were very variable. ki

n
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of M. de Gennes.

On the x6th. we difcover’d Cape
Frie, but were not able to double it,
becaufe there was very little Wind
ftirring. ~ About eight a-clock in the
Evening , the Sky being very ferene,
we difcern’d the Moon to be in an
Eclipfe, that continu’d almoft for the
{fpace of two Hours, and which in-

deed was not forefeen by us, in re- -

gard that we did not meet with any
Almanacks in the Straight of Magel-
lan, where the Inhabitants, although
great Star-gazers, do not reap the
Fruits of their Obfervations. About
two a-clock in the Morning, we de-
fcry’d a Veflel under the Wind, and
fome gave it out that there were
two: Whereupon we prepard our Bat-
teries, and kept the Weather-gage du-
ring the whole Night. At break of
Day, we perceivd it to be a Portu-
guefe Bark, which a Storm had dri-
ven from the Mouth of the River
Janéiro: The Mariners belonging to
this Veflel inform’d us, that the Fleet
was arrivd, and that the Governor was
chang’d, but that he heard no News
of our Ships. We freely beftow'd on
them two Barrels of Water, of which
they were deftitute two Days, and were

T not

i
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not able to make Land, to take in any.

On the roth. we doubl’'d Cape Frie,
and on the 20th. we caft Anchor with-
in feven Leagues of Rio-Janeiro 3 but
we had not fo much as one blaft of
Wind, and the Currents were contrary.
‘There we faw Two of thofe Pillars of
Water that arife out of the Sea, and
which are commonly call'd Spouts :
When they draw near, ’tis cuftomary
to difcharge feveral Cannon-fhot, to di-
fperfe them, and by that meansthe dan-
ger is often efcap’d.

On the 21ft. we put out to Sea,
and the next Day we caft Anchor,
within two Leagues of the Coaft, be-
fore the Mouth of the River, but we
determin’d not to enter it, by reafon

that our Place of Meeting was appoint-

ed to be at La Ifla Grande.

On the 24th. we prepard to fet Sail
again, when the Rocks cut our Cable,
and favd us the trouble of weighing
Anchor ; and fo little Wind was ftir-
ving in the Night, that at break of Day
we found our felves driven by the
Currents under Cape Frie, which made
us take a Refolution to ftand in for
the Hlands of St. A»», to wait for a
fair Wind, as alfo to take in freth Wa-
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ter and Provifions, of which we had a
very fhort Allowance. Thus we caft
£nchor on the 26th. Inftant at Noon,
and found the Ifland as full of Fowl as
at our firlt Arrival. i
On the 27th. we fent our Boat a-
fhore to take in Provifions, and to get
Information about our Veflels: We
purchas’d fix Oxen, two Hoggs, and
fome Pullets, but not without a great
deal of Difficulty, by reafon that all the
Provifions were tranfported to Rio Fa-
meiro, for the ufe of the Fleet: We

were alfo inform’d, that our Ships

had enter'’d that River twenty Days
ago. !

gOn the 29th. at five a-clock in the
Evening, we {et Sail with a favourable
Wind, and order’d the Pink to carry
the Lanthorn: We follow’d her for
fome time, but forafmuch as fthe fail’'d
too near the Coaft, and the Night was

dark, we left herto continue her Courfe,

and ftood fomewhat farther out to Sea.
On the joth. at break of Day, we
weather'd Cape Frie, and found the
Winds and Currents contrary as be-
fore. At the fame time, we difcern’d
the Pink four large Leagues to the
Windward of us; neverthelefs ( as
: : WEe

o1
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we were afterwards inform’d) fhe conti-
nud at Sea eight Days longer, before
fhe could find means to enter the
River.

The reft of that Day, and the next,
we had but little Wind, and that too
was contrary ; infomuch that after di-
vers fruitlefs Attempts, Monfieur de
Gewnes judg'd , that for, the future we
ought not to be obftinately refolv’d
to purfue our intended Courle, left we
fhould be reduc’d to the greatelt Ex-
tremity ; but that twas more expedi-
ent to fiand in for the Bay of A/-
Saznts ; {ince by failing thither, we
fhould get fo far onward in our Way,
and we fhould certainly meet with
plenty of Provifions in that Place.

June:666 ~ Therefore we caft Anchor June the
firft , at Four a-clock in the Evening,
before the Iilands of St. Awn, to ger
{fome. Kecruits, having on board Vi-
¢tuals fulfcient only to ferve for eight
Days at moft; and forafmuch as it was
requifite to give notice to our Vefels
of the Courfe that we had determin’d
to fleer, we fent an Gfficer a-thore to

~ defire a Paff-port of the Commander of
the Town, to go to Rio-Janeiro by Land,
to acquaint them with our Defign :
the




A RN L

L] By yphhee e e L CHRELL

of M. de Gennes.

the Officer who had received Orders to
return the (ame Bvening, not appearing
by next Day Noon ; Monficur de Genpes
believing fome Misfortune had befallen
him, feat out a Shallop armed with
two fmall Guns, to get Intelligence,
which return’d to us again about Fite
i the Evening:- And the Men reported,
That ey had feen the Canoe in the
River, where there were Dwelling.
places; and that the Officer who ap-
peared on Shear, came up to the point
of Land there, in Order to give them
Notice to return, becaufe ic was fhal-
low Water, and that he had paffed over
a Ridge of Rocls where the Surge of
the Sea was very frighttul ; and that
this was the Reafon, rogether with his
tarrying for three Beefs they. were
in quelt of for us. that detained our Ca-
noe from returning to us.

The Shallop went back next Day,
about ten of the Clock, and as fhe was
ready to enter in, the Officer who had
fent her back the Day before, gave
thema Signal to come to an Anchor,

and to wait till the Tide came in, They

continued in that Pofture till two 2
Clock in the Afternoon; v enthe OF
ficer that commanded, grown quite

' H - weary

57
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weary with f{taying, made ufe both of
his Sails and Oars, and put forwards ;
and that in {pight of the Advice of the
Mafter, and of all the Signals that
could be made from the Shoar to the
contrary : But he was no {ooner incom-
moded with the terrible Rocks afore-
mentioned, than that he began to res
pent (tho’ it was now too late) I his
Rafhnefs. After they had bore divers
rude Attacks of the Sea, a Waye brought

- all their Oars on one fide, and this Wave

was followed by another, that opened the

The shallgp OD12110P 1n the very middle, and drown-

boft,

ed the Commander, with {feven Seamen
more; but the Mafter, together with
the Gunner and feven other Mariners,
{faved themfelves, and remained on
Shoar to feck out their Comrades Bo-
gies. *

That fame Evenin , our Canoe came
to inform us of this forrowful News;
and withal, that it was impoffible for
s to pafs over the Territories of the
Portuguefe to go to Rio-Faneiro, becaufe
the Governour had given Orders at Cape
de. Frie, to fuffer no Stranger to pafs that
way. She brought us three Beefs, {ome
Poultry, a 1yger-Cat, and another
very ftrarge Animal, .whom the Por-

| tuguefe
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tuguefe call by the Name of Capivard: The Capte
he has a Body like a Hog, his Head is "%
of the flape of an Hares, and his Hair
thick and afh-coloured; he has no Tail
at all, but fits upon his Breech as an
Ape does; his Abode is moftly in the
Water, and goes not afhoar but in the
Night-time, when he ravages all the
Gardens round about, and roots up
Trees that he ray come at the Fruit
of them.

On the 4th we fung Mafs for the
dead, and difcharged three Picces of
Cannon for the Officer that had been
drowned, whofe Name was Sa/ior, born
at Parés, and a young Gentleman whofe
Lofs deferved to be regretted. This
being over, the Canoe was {ent to fhoar
again, to bring back thofe Seamen that
had the Luck to efcape drowning ; fhe
returned the fame Day, and brought
along with her two Bec% more: The
Bodies of our drowned rriends could
not be found, and the Portuguefe in-
forming us that the Place where they
were loft were full of Regins, it’s not
to be doubted but they were devoured
by them.

Next Day, which was the fixth,
about three in the Morning, we made

H 2 ready
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ready to fail for the Bay of Al-Saints,
without giving Information of the fame
to the other Veilels we had with us;
but feeing Monfieur de Gennes had {po-
ken of it before at /a Gloutonne, we had
fome fort of reafon to hope that they
would rejoin us, at leaft at Cayenne.

On the 7th and 8th we-fteer'd a
wide Courfe, that we might put by the
Abralhes, which are certain Ilands and
heaps of Rocks that .n-out five and
forty Ieagues into the Sea, and on
which divers Ships have perifhed. The
Portuguefe, who are well acquainted
with them, make no great Difficulty
of failing through the midft of them;
and fo fave a large Compafs that others
are oblig’d to make, to avoid them.
We faw a great Whale the Day fol-
lowing, that went round our Ship fe-
veral times, and twice under it, /

We were on the 1oth, 11th, and 12¢h.
troubled wi  xceffive Heats, and had
but very little Wind ; at what time
we catch’d a great Number of Requins,
which was a conliderable heip to leng-
then out our Provifions: But tho' this
Fith appears to be firm Plelh enough,
yet it is {o infipid that {everal of our
Men were injured with the eating of_Iit.

t's
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It% thick, and five or fix Foot lon
3 8

a great Lover of Man’s Flefh, *has a
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large Mouth, and therein five tows of

very fharp Tecth: He turns himfelf
upon his back to catch his FPrey, and
has two or three “nall Fifhes near him
that are his Pilots, and'never forfake
him, but ferve to fecure him from be-.
ing {urprized by the W uale.

There is a fort of Fifh which they
call Swcer, that is commonly faftened
to the Requin, and this has given many
Men occalion to believe that he is his
Pilot; but hercin they are miftaken,’
for this {mall Fifh never clofes with’
the other, but when he finds himfelf
purfued ; and then taking h4If a' furn
round, he ftrikes the Reguin over the
Head, and fixes himfelf Ig,faﬁ' to'the
other, that i’ impoffible for' him’
to ,aake him let go his holdy info-
much, that this little Fith makes' him-

felf to be convoyed with this pretty fort

of Guard whitherfoever he pleafés: On
the three following Days, wiz. the 13¢h,
r4th, and 15th, we were incommoded
with contrary “Winds; butson the 19th
“we kepr about fifteen Leagues off of
the doralbes and failed on, and next Day

pafled over the Shallows of St. Anrony.
Ha ., We

i T



102 A Relation of the Voyage
b Cur-  Wemade Land the Nineteenth, which
;gfu”:{:z our Pilots computed at above thirty
coufe of Leagues diftance; and this made us
:ﬁj %‘;ﬁ” judge, That the Sea Currents moved
of Brafil. tothe North, as the Poriuguefe had
affured us, who take it for a Maxim,
that the Currents on rhe Coaft of . Bra-
fil follow the Courle of the Sun; that
when the fame,is in the Northern He-
mifphere, they run to the Northward,
but when in the Southern, to the
Southward. On the Nineteenth at
Night, having got within fix Leagues
of Cape St. Automy, we brought to,
and by break of Day, we {faw about
two Leagues to the Windward of us, a
Ship that fteered the fame Courfe as
we did ; whereupon we flackned our
fail to ler her come up, and believing
it might have been one of our own
Fleet, we gave her a Signal whereby to

know us, but fhe returned us no Anfwer,

and proved to bea Portuguefé Ship, that
was making the beft of her way for the
Bay of All-Saints as well as we: About
eqe s Noon we made the Cape of St. dntony,
anteny. and faw all along the Coaft a great
Number of Barks, and the Negro’s Pi-
peries, as they are called, being no
other than three or four picces of Wood
o SR e
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made faft together, whereon two Men
go out a fifhing to the extent of two
Leagues: Some of them we boarded,
but we could never bring them to con-
dut us to the Road, they alledging,
they were forbid to do it; but I be-
lieve it was becaufe they would not
leave their f’hing.

But it fortunately bappen’d, that we
defcry’d two forts ot “mall Tartanes,
that were for making the beft of their
way into the Bay as well as we ; them
we waited for, and. required them to
grant us a Pilot for our Money ; upon
which, one of the Mafters of thefe
Tartanes, offered himfelf to condu& us

to the Place where we were to An-

chor, and this he performed with all
imaginable Civility: We drew up in
Order, within Cannon Shot of Cape
St. Antony, and about five in the Even-
ing caft Anchor withina fmall League
of the Town, that we might not em-
barrafs our felves with the Portaguefe
Fleet we.found there, confifting of be-
tween forty and fifty Sail, all laden

and ready every minute to fail away.
As foon as we were come to an An-
chor, there came a Lieutenant from the
Admiral, to require us to falute him ;
H 4 but

163
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out Monfieur de Gennes made him an-
lwer, the King had given him Orders

not to falute any, without they received

Gun for Gun ; and that he would {end
his next Captain, to fettle thar Affair
with the Governour: The Licutenant.
hereupon, fent to fee for his Shallop,
in order to affift us; and after a thou.
fand tenders of his Service to us, he
accompanied thé Chevalier de Fontenay
to wait upon the Governour, with
whom he had no long Difpute, for they

uickly agreed not to falute one ano-
ther at all, which made moft of the Por-

‘taguele to murmur, ard concernedly to

fay, That it was not to be endured,
that a Fremchman fhould pafs under
their Forts without faluting *licm, and
yet not be called to an Account for it:
But ’tis well known, ‘they are no other-
wife brave than upon their own Dung-
hills ; and that they had rather, upon
Occafion, have Recourfe to their Beads
than to their Courage. '

_ The Morrow being The Feaft of God,
Monfieur de Genn’s, accompanied wich
feveral other Officers, went to wait
upon the Governour and the Intendant,
who fhew’d him abundance of Civilities:
The Governour’s Name was Don ja/;i
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/' de Lancaftre, one of the Principal Men
of the Kingdom, and Vice-Roy of Brs-

fil: Then they went to fee the Pro- 7k Pro.

ceflion of the Holy Saciamént, which
is as remarkable in that Town, for the
vaft Number of Crofles, Shrines, rich
Ornaments, armed Troops, Companies,
Fraternities, and Religious Orders; as
‘tis ridiculous for the Mafquerades, Mu.
fical Inftrumen.s, and Dancers that at-
tend therear, and who by their wanton
Poltures, invert the end of . this Holy
Ceremony. The Proceffion was no {oo-
ner over, but our Gentlemen went to
hear Mafs, to the Convent of the Re-
verend Fathers the Jefuits; where the
were received by fome Fathers of the
French Nation. very kindly, who con-
firmed unto them the Lofs of Namur,
and the Hopes there were of a Peace
with Savey ; from them they went to
dine with the Freseh Conful, and heard
a greatdeal more News there alfo, |

Sacrament,

We were alfo informed by a Friar ~emsfrom
newly come from Gos, that before he had Goa.

lefe that Port, he had fcena French Ship
that put in. there, after having fought
three Arabian Veflels, by whom f(he had
been very rudely handled. Wlen chefe
mi{chievous Pirates board any Ship

" | ' they
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they do, in order to blind their Ene-
mies, make ufe of a fort of wrought
Lime, which being {quathed down up-
on the Bridge they ufe upon that Occa-
fion, hasa moft terrible Effect.

Here we came to know alfo of the
Lofs of the Famous Mowtanban, of whom
the Free-booters made {fo much Noife
at Boardeaux. He met with a large

Englifb Ship on the Coaft of Guines,

whom he boarded, and took her by
main Force; but the Englifh Comman-
der being enraged that he fhould be ta-
ken by a Free-booter, he fer the Pow-
der on fire, and blew up his own Ship
and that of Montauban’s ; who with a
dozen or fifteen of hisown Men, threw
himfclf into the Sea, where they floated
upon Mafts' for five Days and five
Nights, and at laft got a-Thoar half dead
in the King of the Negro’s Coun-
try, where they were kindly received,
upon the account of an old Portuguefe
that Traded upon that Coaft, and who
tock Compaflion on thofe miferable
Wretches : When they had been there
about five or {ix Months, a Dztch Ship
bound for Famaica pafled by that way,
which took Montauban and {even or
cight of his Followers, who promifed

to
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to pay for their Paflage, on board him;
while the other fix, who could not fnd
the' fame Favour at the Duteh-mans
hands, got a. Paflage in 2 Boridjuele
Flate, that carried Negro's to 44527155
Bay, from whence we gave them, free
Tranfportation to Murtesnicy,

On the 4th of Fus,, the Admirat,
with divers Merchant Ships, ancliored """

in the Road ; and on the 8th, the whole
Fleet made ready to fail away for Lis-
bon, confifting inall of 45 Ships, laden
with Sugar, Tobacco, Cotton, Fifh,
Oyl and Skins; they were almoft all
of them mounted: from twelve to thirt
fix piccesof Cannon, but the Admiral
and Viz-Admiral that were Men of
War, and.out upon the King’s Account,
carried one of them fixty Guns, and
the other no lefs than feventy two.
We drew nearer to the City on the
gth, having hitherto taken in no Pro.
vifions; for the Portuguefe Pleet had
made it exceflive dear, but now we
bought {ome European Meal, Magniot,
and Rice; and the Intendant was fo
civil, as to let us have the U of the
King’s Magazine, to provide Salt to fea.
fon our Provifion with: And that we
might not be wanting in any thing to
our
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our felves thar was neceffary ; webegan

alfo to build us a Laallop "nftead of that ff'-ﬂ
which we had loft at St. dane’s. Ba
ADefrip- o -Saints may be reckoned for one of ‘9
sion of A“'the largeft, fineft, and moft convenient il
%" Bay of any other in the World, being dai
capable of ‘contrining no lefs than two o
thoufand Ship Jf a very good Depth, i
and no Winds to be feared there. They [1 "
take a great Number of Whales therein, the
build very fine Ships, and they had one i
then upon the Stocks that would carry bt
{ixty pieces of Cannon. the
As for the City of St. Salvader, that
is feated upon this Bay, it’s Iarfre well £
built, and very populous; but th Scitui- E?}'

tion of it is not {o advant. 4, A0Us, " s ;
could be wifhed. I’ high and low, Y

and fcarce one ftraight Street therein : Wi
it’s the Capital City of Brafil, an Ar- 5
chiepifcopal See, arrl_the R#fdence of In]
the Vice-Roy : This place is horoured 7d
with a Soveraign Counal, and the Pri- h}s
Vi lcge to coin ﬁuonev s ‘where, in order 1‘.“:
to quicken Trade, thr} make fuch {oit ;10
of Yieces as are currcut no-where ellg, A
but in Brafil: (They have on the one oy
fide the Arms of Portagal, and a Crofs %

charged-with a Spear on the other, with l
chis Inferiy ption, SUBR.SIGN. STABO, th
I his
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This.City, to the Seaward, is de-
feanded with.fome Forts, and feveral
Batteries mounted with Cannon, and
to the Landward, with earthen Baftions
il made. Wefaw them lay the Foun-
dation of a Fortrels, the Governour had
ordered to be ereCted about half a Can-
non fhot without ‘the Town: The
Datch attempred divers times to make
themfelves Mafters of this Place, but
without Succels, tho’ they have taken
away two and twenty  Ships from

thence at one clap, |
The Inhabitants, to fay nothing of
the common People, who are infolent
to the higheft Degree, are neat, civil,
and honeft, and wirhal rich, being lo-
vers of Trade, and for the moft part
are of a Jewilh Extra@; and this is
the Reafon, that when any one of the
Inhabitants is about to make one of his
Sons a Divine, he 1s obliged to prove
his Anceftors were Chriftians, as the
Knights of Mxlfs are under an Obliga-
tion of making out their Gentility, be-
fore they-enter into the Order.  They
love Women extreamly, and {pare no
Charges for the {etting out of their
Wives, who in refpet to all other
things, have Caufe enough to complain;
for

509
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for they are never allowed to:{ee any |
Body, and go not out of doors at any |
other time but on Swwday early in the
Morning, to go to Church i They are
a very jealous People, and ’tis a kindi
of a point of Honour for a Man to ftab
his Wife, when he can convi&t her
of being unfaithful to his Bed ; tho’ for
all that, this cannot hinder many of
them from finding outa way to impart|
fome of their Favours to us Frenchmen,
whofe winning and free Converfation|
they are mightily in love with.
Asthe Town is nothing throughout
bur up’s and downs, and that confe-
quently Carriages are very impraltica- -
ble there; their Slaves are forced to
perform what Horfes fhould otherwife
do, and carry the heavieft fort of Goods
from one place unto another: And ’tis
allo for the fame Reafon, that a thing
they call a Palanquin is much in ufe
there; it’s nothing elfe but a kind of
a Sedan , covered over with a little
embroidered Canopy, and carried by
two Negro’s by the help of a long Pole,
whereunto it’s faftned at both ends ;
Perfons of Quality are carried therein
to Church, to make their Vifits, and
alfo into the Fields. The Houfes are
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high-built, and moft of them of Free-
ftone and Brick; ‘their Churches are
| very fumptuous, being finely gilt, full
of Silver-plate, Sculptures, and a vaft
| Number of the beft Ornaments that are

| to be met with : And as for the Cathe-

| dral-Church there, dedicated to the
. Crofs, the Lamps and Candlefticks are
. {0 high, and mafly withal, that two
Men can fcarce carry them.

They have feveral {orts of Religious
Orders amongft them; as Framcifcans,
\ Carmelites , Benedictines, Fefuits, and
© divers others, and all of them, except

1 2 little Convent of French and Italian

\ Capuchins , are very rich; and more
|| particularly, the Fefuits are very porent
. there, they being no lefs than 190 in
Number, their Houfe of a vaft Extent,
and their Church' large and well beau-
tified : Their Veftry is one of the moft
Magnificent that ever was feen, it’s
about an hundred and fifty Foot long,
| and of proportionable Breadth: They
have three Altarsin it, two whereof are
. placed at the two ends, and the third
~ in the midft of that part that joins to
 the Church; and upon which may be

feen, every Morning, above twenty

Calices, all of them made of Gold, Ver-
D isis million,

itli
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million, and Silver ; on each fide of this
laft Altar fltand twb great Tables, thac

~ are-of that length, that there is room

only left for two doors to open, by which
they enter into the Church. Thefe two
‘Tables are made of very fine Wood,
the whole Surface of them being ador-
ned with Ivory, a fort of Net-work,
and a great many fine Water-celour

_Paintings, that are brought thicher

from Rome. ‘The fourth fide of this
Veftry, that ftands to the Seaward, is
pierced with divers large Crofles from
top to bottom, and the Ceiling very
curioufly painted. -

" The Soyl .here is flat or level, wa-
tered with fine Rivers, on which the Por-
tuguefe inhabit for above ffty Leagues
into the Country, whoie Dominion the
Indians fhun,and for that end retire into
the Woods ; but they fteal thewr Cattle
continually, and eat them themfelves

when they can catch them: Our Capn-

~ chins, who (as we have aiready obfer-

ved) have a Convent in this City, have
travelled four or five Years among thefe
poor Pecople, and expos’d themlelves
with an Apeftolical Zeal, to all forts of
Fatigues, in order to reduce them from
their Blindnefs and Ignorance. :
The
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The Earth produces Sugar:Canes, To.
bacco, Cotton, ‘Magniot-Roots, Rice,
Maes, and fuch good Pafturage, that
they breed {0 greata Number of Cattle,
that Meat is {old there under a Penny
2 Pound ; but the Country is fo peftered
with Ants, that they are conftrained,
for the ‘preferving of tleir Fields of
Maes and Magniot, to carry them to
eed upon the Roads * And thofe who
are curious in Gardening, muft, by the
help of feveral finall Channels, form an
Ifland of every Bed, to drown the Ants
i their Paffage over. They have Pulfe
and Fruits there in abundance, fuch as
they call the Banane, Ananis, Pataroes,
Ighname, Cocoe, and Goyave, of which
we have given a Defcription already.

Here they have alfo Cinamon, Pep-
pet, Ginger, the Oyl of Capabu, Balfom,
and {everal forts of Roots that have a
wonderful Effett ; and amongt the reft,
thofe called Para-ayra-braba, and Hypo.
pecovana. 'The Cinnamon-tree is about
the Height of a fmall Cherry-tree,
bearing long Leaves, and pointed at the
end, of a bright green Colour; the -
Juits were the firft that brought them
thither out of Ceylan, of which they
took great Care: But in fome Years

I they

11>
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they grew very common, becaufe that
the Birds who eat the Fruit thereof,
fow the Seed up and down every-where,
being not able to digeft it. The Plant
which bears the Pepper, clings round
about to other Trees like Ivy, has pret-
ty large Leaves, pointed at the ends,
and of a deep green; and the Fruit it
produces are {mall Grapes, like thofe
growing on the wild Vine. - '

The - Capahu-yle and the Balfom,
come from the JurifdiCtion of Spirite
Sanéto; thofe they draw from certain
Trees, where the wild Beafts by rub-
ing againft their Bark, cure themfelves
of their Wounds; for let them take off
never o licele of them, thefe Liquors
will gufh out, and bhave {o much the
more admirable Effett, inthat they are
not adulterated, as thofe we have in
Europe ave. 'The Para-ayra-brabe, is a
thick hard Root, which is made ufe
of as an_infallible Remedy againft all
forts of Poyfons: And as for the Hypo-
pecovana it’s a fmall Root, that in aur
Armies has fufficiently difcovered the
Vertues of it againft the Bloody-flux,

being valued at ten Piftoles a Pound ;

but now it’s cheaper, as being more

Among
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Among thofe that are curious, you
‘fhall find very large Oranges, that ori-
ginally were brought from the Mogal
Country ; according to which they have
their Names, and f{ome whereof are
eight Inches Diameter. They have a
fort of Rofes growing amongft them,
whofe Leaves are very like unto thofe
of Guimanva, and the Fruit whereof is
vqu fingular, being white from Mid-
night till Noon, and from Noon to
Mid-night again of a red Colour,

They have abundance of wild Fowl
in that Country, and a great Number
of extraordinary Birds, anid more efpe-
cially the fineft Parrots in the World ;
to which may be added Tygers, Deer,
‘wild Boars, and feveral other Animals
that are unknown to us in Earope :
Monfieur de Gennes was prefented with
a very large Tortoife, that lived with-
out eating and drinking the reft of the
‘Sumimer, under one of the Carriages
of our Cannon; and thefe are a fort
of Animals that will never die till all
their Fat is enticely confumed.

We obferved two forts of Monkeys
there, which they diftinguifhed by the
Names of Sagovins and Macaques ; the

former are about the Bignefs of a Squir-
a I 2 rel,

11§
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rel, fome of them being of a greyifh
Colour, but others have a fine Coat,
and of a Golden Hue; they are always
very merry and lightfome, but fo tens
der that the leaft Cold kills them:
The Macaques are larger, and of a
brown Colour, weep continually, and
are no otherwife diverting, but that
they will imitate every thing they fee
you do; and we had one of them that
would make fome of our Ship-tackle as
well as the Seamen themfelves.

The Portaguefe have already found
fome Silver Mines there, and lately
Amethilts alfo ; they have Brafs enough
from the Coaft of Angols, from the
Traffick they drive there, upon the
account of the Negro’s. But to return,
on the 17th of Fuly came in a Portu-
guefe Ship, belonging to the Guinea-
Company, lately ereted among(t them,
which carried a white Flag with a Si-
nople or green Crofs in i, and next
Day our three Ships, which we did
not expect to fee till we came to Ca-
yenne, joined us; the Sun of Africa
gave us feven Guns, and we returned
her as many ; the Seditious had loft her
Fore-rougd-top, and by them we were
informed that a Fleet of eighteen Sail

WELe .
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were put out of Rio-Faneiro ; that the
Felicity had gone thither, that fifteen
Men had deferted them, and that Mon-
fieur de la Rogue had two of his Men
killed and am Officer wounded, in a
Defcent they had made againft the Por-
tugucfe, who detained five ov fix of our
Officers in Prifo.s upon account of a
Quarrel that happened, wherein two of
the Inhabitants were left dead upon
the {pot. |
On the 22d we heard the good Ca-
puchin Father Francis preach ; this Man
‘had fpent five and twenty Years in
preaching to the Indians, and told Mon-
fieur de Gennes, That he had feveral
tin s asked Leave of the General of
his Order, to return for fome time into
Europe, but that he had defired him to
continue where he was, and not to for-
fake that Work he had {o happily en-
tered upon; And that fo taking the
Defires of his Superiour, as a Com-
mand from him, he {aid he was ready
to re-enter upon his Miffion, and bad
no farther Thoughts of his Native
Country. it
Having, by the fixth of Augaft, ta-
ken ip our Stores of Water and Wood,
and laid in Provifion for fix Months,
; I3 e

Aug.169é




118

T e mifera.

ble Condi-

A Relation of the Poyage

we prepared for our Departure, and
found the Governour very ' civil, who
made a Prefent to all the Captains of
fome Amethifts, and of all forts of Re-
frefhments; and the feventh Day be-
ing come, we failed away, and having
doubled the Cape of St. Awtony, we
kept our Courfe outrat Sea for fome
Days, that we might fhun the Coaft,
which, by reafon of the Banks of Rocks,
as well as the Storms that are frequent
there, is very dangerous.

On the 844 we delcry’d two Barks,
that made all the fail they could to
come up with us, and we ftaid for
them, as believing they were about to
bring us fome News, becaule there was
a Ship put in there the Day before,
But they proved to be Negro’s, who
came to defire us to take them away
with us, or elfe they would.commit
themfelves to the mercy of the Waves,
foouer than they would return again
under the Tyranny of their Mafters;
but we fent them back, that we might
not give the Portuguefe Occafion to coms
plain of us, that we had taken away
their Slaves ;: And in truth, thefe fort

sion of sheof Wretches are in a very miferable

Negro
JShgves,

State ; they are born Slaves, and they
| ' ' are
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are fcarce able to lift up their hands to
their heads, but they make them work
at tilling the Ground as Oxen do: Be-
fides they are ill-fed, and bafticado’d
for the leaft Fault : They behold their
Children fold before their Faces, and
fometimes their Wives: And this does
affe& the greateft part of thofe who
have been bred up in‘the Chriftian Re-
ligion, to that Degree, that they run
away from their Mafters, and chufe
rather to go and die in the Woods
among the Indians, where they mect
with greater Humanity than with the
other: But this they muft execute with
the greateft Precaution, for if their
Mafters once catch them, they give
them no Quarter ; for they hang a great
Tron Collar about their Necks on each
fide whereof there are Hooks,whereunto
is faftened a Stake or Branch of a
T'ree, with which they thrafh them at
Pleafure ; and this they repeat fo often,
that they put them almoft out of Con-
dition to follow their Work : But if it

{o happen, that afer this fort of Cha-

fifement they relapfe again into the
{ame Fault, they without any more
ado, cut off one of their Legs, nay,
*and fometimes hang them for an Ex-
4 ample,
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ample of Terrour unto others ; and tho?

- all this is bad enough, yet the Spani-

ards and the Englifh treat them ftill ina
more cruel manner. | |
~ I'knew oneliving in Martinico, who
being of a compaflionate Nature, could
not find in lus heart to cut off his
Slave’s Leg, who had run away four
or five times, but to the end he might
not againrun the rifque of lofing him
altogether, he bethought himfelf of
faftening a Chain to his Neck, which
trailing down backwards, catches up
his Leg behind, as may be feen by the
Cut : Andthis, in the fpace of two or

. three Years, does fo contra& the Nerves,

that it will be impoffiblé for this Slave
to make ufec of his Leg. And thus,
without running the Hazard of this
unhappy Wrerch’s Death, and without
doing him any Mifchief, he thereby
deprived him of the means to make
his Bfcape. =~ | L

On the 17:h about feven in the Mor-
ning, we had a fight of Cape St. Au-
guftine, which we made at above thirty
Leagues diftance, which gave us Occa-
fion 1o believe that there were great
Currents that way, that run towards
the Coaft: On the 22d about fix in the
R e o EVCHING,
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Evening: we paft the Lige, with aThy paf
frefh Gale of Wind, that was very ne-" "
ceflary to difpel thofe exceffive Heats
that are ufually to be met with there,
and here we found great Currents bear-
ing to the Weftward ; we kept ftill out
at Sea, that we might come to the height
of Cape Orange, and every Morning we
fent out the Sun of Africaand the Seditious
upon the Scout, by reafon of the In-
formation we had receiv’d from a Por-
tuguefe Ship, lately come from the Coaft
of Guinea, That two Dutch Ships were
to fail away from thence in Faly, for
Barbicha and Surinam, laden with Gold-
dufty and feven or eight hundred Ne¢-
gro’s. They are oblig'd, after they
have paft the Line, to make the Cape
of Orange, and to follow the Coalt with
the Current, and if they would have
pafled that way, we fhould have infal-
libly ‘met with them.

On the 2731 by break of Day, as our
Pilots allow’d us to be yet above fixty
Leagues from the Shoar, we obferv’d
the Water to be of a yellowith Colour,
and muddy ; and thofe of the Coms=
pany, who were {o curious as to tafte
them, told us, they did not want much
of being {weet; and this made usl be-

ieve
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lieve that we were come to the Mouth
of the famous River of the Amazons,
that is o rapid as to preferve the Sweet-
nefs of its Waters for near twenty
Teagues within the Sea; we ran upon
the Coaft till three in the Afternoon,
when we difcovered a flat, even, and
woody Coaft, where we anchored a-
bout {ix in the Evening; and on the
28th and 29th, we followed the faid
Cont, at three or four Leagues diftance
from the Shoar, and never found above

" five or fix Fathom Water.

Cape of
Orang,

On the 3oth, about feven in the Mor-
ning, we defcry’d the Cape of Orange,
where we began to {ee the Footof the
Mountains : About three in the After-
noon, we doubled a great Rock called
the Conftable, three Leagues out in the
Sea, and five from Cayenne ; we drewup,

" at about half a Cannon {hot’s diftance,

and about fix in the Evening came to
an Anchor, three Leagues to the North
of Cayenne before five little Iflands ly-
ing near to that place. 'When next Day
was come, Monfieur dz Gennes fent an
Officer to complement the Governour,
and to defire him to fend us a Piiot to
condu& us to a fafe Anchorage; but
our Arrival had already allarm’d’ the

whole
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whole Ifland, and they fired off their
Cannon all Night long, togive the In-
habitants Notice to come together ; and

they would not truft to our Colours,
becaufe the Dutch in their Paflage to

Surinam and Barbicha, have often caft
Anchor within a League of the Town,
under white Colours ; and as they had

-mot'been ufed to fee four French Ships

at one time, they were apprehenfive of
fome Defign upon them,

Our Shallop could fot return befo
next Day, which happened to be the
firit of September, the Eme being oblig’d
to take a Courfc round the Ifland, for
avoiding the Currents, which are very
violent on'that Coaft; but fhe brought
a Pilot along, tho’ the Sea was o {hal-
low that we were forced to tarry where
we were till the Day following : And
then on the fecond and third, we madeds

much ufeofthe T'ideas poffibly we could,

in order to getin, becaufe there was fo
very little Water, and that we could not
make ready before it had half flowed :
But about tour in the Evening, we caft
Anchor under the Cannon of the Town,
within Piftol-fhot of Land ; there were
two Merchants Ships aiready i Cayenze,

that had waited feven or eight Months

for

o
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for their Cargo, befides another Veffel
that came in the Day before us, laden

" with Wine and Brandy. As our Men

The De-

feription of

Cayenne,

The Man-
gle.

had, juft about this time, received a
Month’s Pay, and that it was now a
long time fince they had met with {6
good an Opportunity, they not only
drank up the Ship’s whole Cargo. in

eight Days time, butalfo all' the Wi
they had in the Ifland. [0k
Cayenne is a French Iland, {cituated on
the Coaft of Guiana, four Degrees and
forty five Minutes North Latitude, and
332 Longitude ; it’s formed by the
two Arms of a River, and may be rec-
koned to be about eighteen Leagues in
Circumference ; it {tands high, upon
the Brink of the Sea, and is {o marfhy
in the middle, that you cannot travel
by Land, from onc end to the other ;
the Fens of it are covered with a fort
of large Trees called Mangles, which
above all other, have the peculiar Qua-
lity of growing in Sca-Water ; thefe
Trees are {o thick, and their Roots for
the moft part {pringing out of the Earth,
rife up, and are {o well interlaced one
with another, that in fome places a
Man may walk upon them above fif-
teen or twenty Leagues together, with-
out
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out fetting his Foot upon the Ground ;
amongft them alfo divers Indians retire
with their Canoes, and there they make
their Carbets. ;

The Town ftands on the Weft-part
of the Ifland, and is very advantage-
oufly fcituated, Natureand Art having
both equally contributed to the forti-
fying of it : It’s of an irregular- Hexa-
gone Figure, has near fixty pieces of
Cannon planted upon Batteries, for the
Security of it; and on the Sea-fide, up-
on an Eminence, there is-a Fort built
that commands every way: The Gar-
rifon of the place confifts of two Hun-
dred Regular Troops, but there are
above four Hundred Inhabitants living
either upon, or round about the Ifland,
that upon the leaft Alarm are oblig’d
to ftand to their Arms. Monfieur de
Feroles, the Governour, is a Perfon that
has great Infight into the Affairs of a
Colony ; the Power of diftributing Ju-
ftice is vefted in him, and he 1s much
beloved by the Inhabitants: The Je-
fuits have a Church in the Town, and

a Chappel at the other end of the

Hland, for the Conveniency of thofe
that live remote.

This

129
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‘This Mland was formerly very uns
healthy, as well for the continual Rains
that fell there, for nine Months in the
Year, as becaufe the Ground was co-
vered with Wood, and withal very
marfhy ; Difeafes were very rife a-
mongft them, and Infants ufually died
almoft as foon as they were born ; but
fince the Ifland has been grubbed up;
they have begun to grow more healthy;
the Women have good Lyings:in, and
their Children are lufty.. |

The chief Commodity of the Coun-
try, is Sugarand Rocox, but they make
no great Quantity, becaufe the Inhabi-
tants want Slaves to work for them,
and that is the Reafon that Ships wait
fometimes for near a Year’s time for
their lading : Thofe Negro’s which we
had fent thither by the Ship called the
Fertill, were almoft all dead before they
got tothe Place; for being taken with
a Calm, they wanted both Water and
Victuals: But we having ftill about
forty on board, we {old them for five
hundred Livres a Man, The Commo-
dities they have from Framce, are Wine,

‘Brandy, Meal, and powdered Meats;

for Beefs are very rarve to be found
there, befides they are not allowed to
4y kill
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killany of them without Leave, as be-
ing defirous to let them multiply.
- They carry Iron Tools, and fmall
Wares alfo thither, for to traffick with
the Indians: Four or five Years fince,
Money was very fcarce amongft them ;
but the Free-booters who returned from
the Soythern-Seas, and the meaneft of
which had at leaft two or three thou-
fand Crowns for his Share, bought
them Habitations here, increafed the
Colony, and thereby made Money cur-
rentamongft them. They drive a con-
fiderable Trade in Slaves, dry’d Fifh,
and Admacks, with the Indians living upon
the River of the dmazons, andby this
Commerce the Colony is very ‘much
enriched ; but the Portuguefe, who for
fome Years paft have a mind to fettle
there, have maflacred in a moft cruel
manner thofe Perfons who before went
thither unmolefted, and in all manner
of Security. Monfieur de Feroles hath
begun a Road which is to go by Land Reed
to this River, and pretends he’ll drive yenne 1o
the Portagusfe from thence. The fame ibe River
belongs to France, and ’tis our Intereft ;’;ﬁfm'
to preferve it, not only upon the ac-
count of our Traffick, but alfo becaufé
there are Silver Mines there. o

c
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The Earth, befides Sugar and Rocow,
produces Cotton and 1Indigo, and is
withal very fertil in Maes and Mag-
niot ; befides thofe Fruits we have feen
in Brafil, we find growing here, the
Caffis, Papaye, Acsjou- Apples, the Vanilla,
Peet, and feveral others.  As for the
Papage, it’s a thick Fruit, and taftes fome-
what like a Cucumber ; it grows round
the ftem of a tall but tender Tree
that has large Leaves, and cleft as your
Vine Leaves are ; the Tree it felf is hol-
low, and grows above fiftcen Foot in
one Yedr’stime. :

The Acajou-Apple is thick, long, and
of a yellow-red; has a fharp Tafte,
and is ufually eaten baked. At the
end of this Apple you have a little green
Nut, that taftes like a Filbert, and in
form refembles a Sheeps-kidney : This
Fruit grows upona tall and round fort
of a Tree, like unto a Chefnut-tree,
whofe Leaves are of the fame Form
and Colour, as thofe of the Laurel : The
Wood of it is very fine, and proper to
make Houfhold Furniture of, and Piro-
gues of forty and fifty Foot long; ifa
Line, or {uch a thing, be once %)otted
with the Juice of this deajou-Apple,
it’s impoffible to take away the Stamli

81
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till the Scafon of the Fruit be entirely
gone. :
~ The Vanilla is a Plant that creeps up
along other Trees, in the fame manner as
Ivy does ; its Leaves being of a bright

green Colour, thick, long, firait, and

pointed at the ends. About feven Years
after it is planted, it begins to bear a
fort of Husks that are full of an oyly

Matter, and Seed that is fmaller than

that of Poppy, which they make ufe
of in that Country, to give a good
Scent to Tobacco, and Liquors they
have amongft them. :

The Peet is an Herb that can be
peeled in the fame manner, as Hemp
with us, and whofe threads are ftronger
and finer than Silk, the Ufe whereof it
would have long fince put out of doors,
if fo be it would have been allowed to
be tranfported to Framce.  Ebowy, of
a different fort, Letter-wood (as they
call it) and that of Violer, with feveral
others, are very common 1a that Coun-
try. To fay norhing of the Fifh and
Fowl that we find there in great abun-
dance, as we do alfo Tygers, Deer,
Pigs, little Porcupines, Camelions,
thofe Beafts they call Agontills and Sa-
paions,and divers forts of Animals more.

K As
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As for the Agontill, it’s a Creature of T
the fame Bignels with an Hare, of a F
reddifh Colour like unto a Deer, fharp I
Muzzle, fmall Ears, and fhort as well 0!
asvery {mall Legs; but the Sapaion is I
a kind of a little Monkey, of a yellow- W
ifh Colour, having large Eyes, a white B
Face and black Chin : I’s of a low le
Stature, but of a lively and carefling ol
Nature. - | | tl

The Camelion doth fomewhat refem- ar
ble thofe {mall Lizards that creep up s
oir Walls, whofe Colour cannot be al
agreed on, becaufe they receive it from Ve
every -thing they touch: They have ol
here alfo very large Serpents, but not it
very venomous, and fome of them have fie
been obferved to have f{wallowed a be
whole Deer at a time. , | ik

Birds As for Birds, they have very curious
Parrots in that Country, that will quick- W
ly learn to {peak; from which the Iz be

sans pluck Feathers of divers Colours, w
by the help of the Blood of certain creep- c
ing Animals, with which they rub them. W
They have alfo other Birds, called Fla- it
mands, Ocos, Toucans, and many forts to
befides. The firlt whereof, wiz. ‘the
Flamands are Sea-birds, about the Big- al
nefs of an Hen, which flie in Bands as v

Ducks,
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- Ducks, or rather Cranes do ; and whofe

Feathers being of a fcarlet Colour, the
Indians make unto themielves Crowns
of them: The Ocos are as big as the
Indién Poultry, black on the Back, but
white breafted, with a fhort yellow
Bill, a fierce Gate, and have {mall friz-
led Feathers {tanding up like a Cop .up-
on their Heads. And for the Toucan,
that is a Bird that hath both black, red,
and yellow Feathers, being very near
as big as a Pidgeon, whofe Bill 1s
almoft as thick as his Body, and of a
very fingular make, as being all over
nothing but black and white welts or
ftreaks, like Ebomy and Iwory interlaid;
neither is his Tongue lefs admirable,
being nought but a plain Feather, and
that vety ftreight. :

We fhall fay nothing of feveral Birds,
who have nothing remarkable in them
befides their Feathers; and therefore,
we fhall now proceed to a fhort De-
fcription of the Government of §ayenne,
which fome, by reafon of the Bignels of
it, and its Scituation under the Equa-
tor, have called Equinoxial France.

‘The Government of Cayenne containg i Go-
about an hundred Leagues in length,j;”(’:”;f”‘

upon the Ocean; wherewith it’s bounded yense.
§ K 2 beth
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both on the Eaft and North ; as it has
to the Weft the River Marony, which
{eparates the fame from Swrinam, now
in the hands of the States of Holland ;
and to the South, the Northern Boun-
dary of the Amazons, where the Porta-
guefe have already built three Forts up-
on the Rivers of Paron and Macaba :
One may {ee by the Map made of this
Government (which I have taken Care
to correct, according to the Memoirs
of Monfieur de Feroles, for to fend it to
Court) the Road that has been made,
in order to drive them from thence:
This Road begins at the River of Pei-
ra, which falls into that of Paron, and
by which they can afterwards go dowiy
in Canoes : Here alfo Obfervations may
be made of the different Nations of the
Indians that dwell in thofe Parts, and
who all of them, tho’ intermixt one
with another, {peak different Langua-
ges, and are almoft always ingaged in
War, which is not ufually put an end
to, until they make forty or fifty of

their Enemies Prifoners. We were in-

formed by the Fefuszs, That feveral of
thefe Nations were once entred into a
League againft one another; and that
they were abouta Year’s Space in ma-

king
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king grand Preparation for War, which
afterall ended one Night, intheir furpri-
zing two or three Carbets, where they
might burn perhaps about an hundred
Perfons, Men,Women and Children,and
{0 returned home as fierce and vaunt-
ing, as if they had made a Conquefl of
the whole Country.

i

Thefe Indians are red, of fhort Sta- 7k Indi-

ture, having black, long, and lank Hair ; e

they go all naked, unlefs it be their
Privy-parts, which they cover with a
little Cotton-welt, that hangs down by
their Legs : But for the Women, they
ufe a piece of Cloth half a Foot {quare,
which they call Camifa, and which 1s
Laually woven after a ftriped manner,
of divers Colours, and efpecially white,
which they prefer above any other;
but fome of them there are, who only
hang a Carrot-leaf at their Girdle: The
Men cut off their Beards, dye their Faces
with Rocox, and cover their Arms and
Faces with feveral folds of the fore-
mentioned fort of Cloth; they gene.
rally, by way of Ornament, wear
Crowns made of Feathers of various
Colours, and bore a hole between their
Noftrils, where they hanga little piece
of Money; or a large knob of green
| K 3 Cryftal
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Cryftal that is brought from the Ri-
ver of Amazons, and which they m: 1h-
tily value: Butthereis particularly «qe
whole Nation of thefe Indians, v ot
make a large hole in the nether Lij,
through which they put a piece of
Wood , whereunto they faften this
Cryftal: And as thefe are thus {ingu-
lar, all the other Nations have particu-
lar marks of Diftintion alfo.

Thefe People are very skilful in Bows
and Arrows, which they make ufe of
as well in fifhing as fowling: They
work their Amacks very curioufly, and
make very pretty Pots and: Baskets,
which they call Pagara, and are wrought
in fuch a manner, that they goone inte
another, and cannot be penctrated by
Water : They alfo make ufe of their
Couis or Calsbaffes, about which they

~ turn their Ornaments, and varnifh them

with divers Colours, fo as that the Wa-
ters {hall not injure them ; but for all
this Skill of theirs, they are very lazy,
and continually lain down, taking no
Care for the Morrow, no, not for their
neceflary Subfiftence : And there is no-
thing but Famine that can draw them
out of their Amacks. When they arein
the Country, or waging War, and
WRRRS =t ~ chanee
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chance to hear that the Wife lies in,
they return with all fpeed, bind up their
Heads, and, as if themiclves were in
labour, they lie in their Beds, where
their Neighbours come to comfort them
-under their imaginary Illnefs : There
are feveral of them live together in
one or more large Cottages, which they
call Carbets, over each of which there
is a Captain conftiruted. As for their
Diet, they feed upon that which they
call Caffave, Maes, Filh and Fruits ;
the Men they live by fifhing, and ’tis
the Women that till the Ground : They
carry but a fmall matter of Victuals
along with them, when they go_to
War; for they feaft upon the fatteft
part of their Prifoners Flefh, and for
the reft they fell them to the French.’

They have divers forts of Feafts
amongft them, unto which one Carber
invites another ; and there they appear
with Crowns on their Heads, and Fea-
ther-girdles, and {pend the Day in
dancing round, and in feafting, where
they make themfélves drunk with a
ftrong fort of Liquor, which they call
Owicon, made of Caffave and Fruit,
boyled together. .

K 4 . Thele
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Thefe poor People live in miferable
Ignorance, for they worfhip the Stars,
and are very much afraid of the Devil,
which ‘they call Pigre, and who (as
they fay ) comes to Beat and Torment
them: Every one of them hath bis
Wife, which they cannot forfake, ’tho
they find them Tardy : Old Men they
highly venerate; and when any of them
die, they bury them in their Carbets,
without any other Ceremony than to
make themfelves foundly drunk: But
as foon as they think the Corps is al-
moft rotten, they dig up thebones, and
burning the fame to afhes, they put
it into their Ovicom, and this the
efteem excellent chear; the Fefusts take
a deal of Pains in Inftructing thefe poor
People, who with much Docility give
ear to the Mylteries of the Chrifti-
an Faith.

" Onthe 16th a Fire broke out inthe
Houfe of one of the Officers, which was
a great lofs not only to the Owners, but
alfo to feveral of the Inhabitants round
the Town, who had their Moveables
there. All thefe Houfes are built of
Wood, and thatched over, which is the
reafon that Fire takes them fo faft that
nothing can be faved. "

On
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- On the 25th we made ready for a
cruife upon the Coaft of Barbadoes, which
Ifland is under the Dominion of the
Englifb, who fend thither above fix
hundred Ships every Year: It’s well
Peopled, and they reckon no lefs than
{ix thoufand Negro-Slaves to be in it,
{o that without Contradittion it may
be efteemed the moft Powerful Colony
of all the American Ilands.

Monlfieur de Gennes had fome thoughts
of going to attack Swrinam, and for
furthering of his defign, Monfieur e
Feroles made him an offer to go thi-
ther in Perfon with part of his Gar-
rifon; but certain Izdians who do no-
thing elfe but go backwards and for-
wards to give an Account of what is
done both on the one and the other
fide, informed us there were two large
Datch  Ships there carrying 70 Pieces
of Cannon, that were ready to put out
forthwith, and that {o we fhould have
to deal with the Fortand thefe two Ships
at a time; which made us alter our re-
folution, and to continue Cruifing,

On the 14th of Ocfober, belicving October,
our fclves to be in the height of Bar- 1996
badoes, we {ent the Glutton to Martinico,
with Orders to lade her felf with Su-
gar, and {0 to fail away for Framee:

: And
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And there we Cruifed to the 16th,
fifty, forty, and thirty Leagues diftance
from the Shoar, without {eeing any
thing, and therefore we thought ic
advifable to draw near to the Ifland.
The 17th the Weather was very.
Hazy till five in the Afternoon, when
clearing up all of a fudden, we difCo-
vered Barbadoes, from which we might
be about five Leagues diftance: About
an Hour after we defcryed a Ship ; Butas
we found the was near the Shoar, and
that it was now Night, we thought
it more Convenient to bear off than to
come up with her. il
On the 18th the Wind being very
flack, we found our felves ftill to be at
the {ame diftance from Shoar, but a-
bout Noon we gave chafe under Eng-
lifp Colours to a Carvet that came to
difcover what we were, but upon her
putting up French-Colours, and giving
us a Gun as a Signal that fhe was
really fuch, we hung outours alfo, and
gave her the fame aflurance.  This was
a fmall Veflel from Martinico called
the Malovin, carrying four Guns, and
was manned with five and forty Buc-
caneers, whofe Captain came on board
us, and gave us an Account of the
Death
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Death of Monfieur de Blenac, General
of the American Mlands, adding farther
that he had met with our Fleet, and
that there were fix and twenty Sail
of Ships got into Barbadoes about fix
Weeks betore.

About five in the Evening we dift
covered three Ships near the Shoar,
which the Malovin told us was a Man
of War for a Guard-fhip, that carried
four and fifty Guans, and two {mall
Frigates of ‘fourteen Guns each, and
that they were come out to hinder
her to take a Merchant Ship, that the
had chafed to the very mouth of the
Port. '

On the 1g9th by Break of Day we
difcovered the faid Guard-fhip followed
by a Skiff about two Leagues off of us:
But as there was but very little Wind
ftirring, and that fhe had a great mind
to know what we were, fhe made ufe
of her QOars to gzt out, and about three
in the Afteznoon fent her Shallop to
fee what the Seditious was, which was
not_zbove two Cannon-fhot off, but a-
bout five {he recalled her, and an Hour
after” {he failed off and made a fhow of
getting ‘to the Shoar and recovering
land : But we did not think fit to purfic
it : ber,
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her, becaufc we were apprehenfive fhe
might return, and had a defign to
{urprize us: But in fhort we faw her
again at ten at Night within Cannon-
{hot of us, and {he followed usall that
Night long almoft within Musket-{hot,
and from time to time fired Rockets as
a Signal for the Shallop to comeup, that

- had not yet rejoyned her. ~ At break of
Day we came up to her with a good
Wind under Fremeb Colours, and all
our fails loofz, but as fhe had no other
defign than to fec what we were, and
not to fight, fhe gave us no Occafion
to defire her to return to Port, which
the did very fafely, as did alfo the Skift
and her Shallop, which we difcharged
fome f(hot at.

On the 20th and 21th we bore off to
Sea, and next Day about Noon difcover-
ed a Ship, about three Leagues to
the Windward of us, with which we
came very near up, when the Night
approached and prevented our taking of
her.

m’éﬁfﬁf{ On the 24th we took a fmall F!y-boat
}%,52;;,‘ of forty Tunn, coming from Firgsuza,
laden with ‘Tobacco, Bacon, and Meal

for Barbadoes, and was valued at 10000

Liv-s; and the Seditions the very fame

Day
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Day gave chafe to another {mall Ship,
that made her efcape by the favour of
the Night.

The 25th and 26th we had a great
deal of bad Weather, on the laft of
which, about three in the Afternoon
we {aw a large Ship two Leagues to
the Windward of us, towards which
we bare, and all that Night kept a diffe-
rent Courfe that we might not lofe
her, but all in vain.

- On the 28th we found our {felves in
fight of Barbadoes, from which we com-
puted our {elves to be five and twenty
Leagues diftance ; we were furprized
with our miftake, and could attribute
the caufe of it to nothing but the
Currents ; but we took this opportunity
to fend our Fly-boat to Martinico, to-
wards which fhe made good fail by the
help of the Night, and a favourable
Wind. -

We fpent the reft of our time to the Novem,
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fourth of November, to get thirty or forty 25

Leagues out to Sea, becaufe the Winds
are always contrary, and that no way
can be made but upon a tack ; and on
the ixth, feventh, and eighth we had
very bad weather, and next Day we
were ready to fail back, when we dif-

covered

“LAL
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7he rakingcovered a Ship two Leagues off to the
;{i;[ﬁz‘”b” See-ward, which as well as we, was
“~" atthe Cape, to. ftay for the weather to
prove better ; hereupon we made all the
fail we could, and in two Hours time
came within Cannon-fhot of her ; {he put
out Englifb Colours, which we Anfwered
with ours, and at the fame time gave
her fome chafe Guns ; fhe kept Fight=
ing, Retreating, and wounded three of
‘the Sun of Africa’s Men, which was
ready to give her a whole Broadfide
and to fend her to the Deep, when, to
prevent it, {he prefently ftruck.

She was a tight Ship, carrying two
and twenty Guns, belonged to New Eng-
land, and this was her firft Voyage:
Her lading confifted chiefly in Materi-
als for Shipping, and fome Cod; we
put twenty Men on board her, and
fteered for Martinico, bur that Night
itblew very hard, and we were {epara-
ted from the Seditiows in the ftorm;
and on the r1th we had fight of Barba-
does, which we left to the North of
us.

Next Day early in the Morning, we
found our felves at two Leagues diftance
from St. Lasis, which we had a defire

to leave behind ws, but the Wind
took
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took us fhort: This Ifland is high of
“Scituation, covered all over with
Wood, and very remarkable for two
Peaks in it like a Sugar-loaf, that may
be feen at twenty Leagues diftance in
clear Weather: We Coafted it all Day,
and on the x3th early in the Morning,
we found we were three Leagues from
the Diamond-Point of Martinico ; we
plyed till Evening for to get into the
mouth of Sack-Royal, (as they call it)
where we Anchored at five, within
half a League of the Fort, which we
faluted with feven Pieces of Cannon,
and were anfwered with as many from
thence.

~Next Day the Captain of the Fort
entred ws for Careening; we found
four or five Ships there from Rockel
and Bourdeaux, and two Danes hired by
French Merchants for the Voyage, one
of which faluted us with five Guns,
which we anfwered with three: We
Anchored about two Spears length
from the Mead, where we took out our
firft Tier, Provifion, and Utenfils, in
ordcr to cleanfe our Ship.

We underftood on the 16th, that
the Seditious was come to Fort St, Peter,
and that she G/stton, laden with Sugar,

was
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was failed away for Framce, the fame
Day we were entred for Careening,

The Englifb failed not to fend a Pack-
et-boat to fetch away their Prifoners,
with a defign to difcover what ftate
we were in, and the French Prifoners
{he brought over, told us that the
Guard-fhip, that had given us Chafe,
when fhe underftood what we were,
not thinking her felf fafe in that Port,
had failed away for Antegoe to joyn
another Ship of fixty Guns that cruifed
about that Ifland : The Packet-boat went
from Port Royal to Fort St. Peter, where
all the Englifb Prifoners that were in
the Ifland, were delivered up to her,
and fome of whom the very fame
Night, they were to fail for Barbadoes,
took away a {mall Privateer that was
ready to put to Sea, and had but one
Man to look after her; whereupon
the Englib Officers were prefently
feized, and the Packet-boat fent back
to demand Satisfattion for this Seifure,
which was contrary to the Law of War.

On the firft of December,” tho’ we

had not fully embarked all our things
that we had to put a Shoar, we left
the Careening place, to the end we
might put an ftop to the defertion of

: our
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‘our Men, of whom we had already

loft, no lefs than thirty, all of them

‘brave young Fellows, who fought for
nothing more than an opportunity to
“iight for the honour of their Country,
‘in order to make their Fottune, or
lofe their Lives, and who were en-

raged at their fufferings now for
two Years together without any hopes
of attaining their Ends: And what 1s
ftill more lamentable, there were three
or four of them found ftarved to
Death on the Mountains about fifteen
Days after. :

From the third at Night to the
fourth we {et Sail for St. Perer’s Fort,
where we anchored -at five in the
Evening, within Piftol*fhot of Land,
and continued there to the thirteenth
to take in Water.

. But feeing it 1s now a long time
fince we have had any account of the

Hlands of America; and that the face
of things there is much altered fince
fifteen or twenty Years, I thought it
would not be impertinent to make a

fhort Defeription of the fame, where-

on depends all the reft that are in our
pofleflion.

L Martinice
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Murtinico was at firk Inhabited by’
fome French and Enrglifb, who took this,
as was done by all the other Iflands,

as a place of refuge, and each of them

upon different accounts: ‘They lived
there a long time at Peace with the
Indians, who gave them a fhare of the
Caffrve and Fruits that they Cul-
tivated; but after the defcent Mon-
fieur 4’ Enambuc made on St. Chriftopher,
in the Year 1625, thofe Indians be-
ing put in the head by their Wizards,
that thefc new Guefts came with an
Intention to deftroy them, and to take
away their Country, they refolved to
Maflacre them ; but the Fremch difco-
vering the defign, took all the Caution
imaginable to pievent it.

In 1626 there wasa Company erett-
ed for the AmericanI{lands,and then they
began to be Peopled, and Ships fre-
quently failed cthither, to Trade for
Sugar , for which they paid ready
Money ; but after divers petty Wars,
there was a general Peace made with
the Indians in 1660, and they ~had
St. Vincent and Domingo afligned them
to retire to. They continue there to
this* Day, and come conftantly to
Trade with our French-men, between

whom
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‘whem and them there is {0 great an
amity, that when they catch the Ezg-
Uifb, whom they know to be our Ene-
.mies, they Murder and Eat them, and
the Frensh themielves have no power
fo bring them to give them Quarter:
“The Fefusts, and other Orders fettled
in thefe Parts, do from time to time
make fmall Voyages into their Iflands,
!_I.fg Inftru& them in the Principles of
Religion ; which they hear with a
great deal of Joy, but reap little Be-
nefit thereby, as being ftill very tena-
cious of their old Superftition.

_The American Hlands Company were
of no longer Duration than the Year
1651, when they fold them to the
Knights of Malta, and feveral particu-
lar Perfons ; but now the King is
Mafter of them ; where he has erected
Forts, and keeps good Garrifens. Mar=
¢inico is the refidence of the General,
and Soveraign Courts of Judicature ;
whereon depends St. Domingo, Guada-
lupa, Granada, Mary-Galanda, the Saints,

147

St.. Crofs, St. Lucia, and Tabago; of .

which they have abandoned the laft
three. This Iland is fcituated in 14
ﬂcgree’s North Latitude; and 315, 25
minutes Longitude, ftands high, and

L 2 s
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is fifty five or fixty Leagues in Cir-
cumference. It has the conveniency
of three Ports, where you may lade a-
bove an hundred Ships every Year;
and their Names are the Cul-de-fac
Royal, the Bourg of St. Peter, and the
Cul-de-fac de Iz Trinity. |

Culde-fae. Cul-de-fac Royal 1s a large Bay to
Royal.  the South of the Ifland, and at the
bottom whereof ftands a pretty Town,
containing near three hundred Inha-
bitants, where the Gengcral refides,and
the Courts of Juftice are kept: The
‘Streets of it are firaight, the Houfes
regular, and moltly built of Wood;
and here the Capuchins have a very
fine Convent. The Fort which is ve-
ry advantageouily {cituated, is built up-
on a large and long Point of land that
runs out into the Sea, and makes
the beft Careening place in all the
I{lands: The Fort is no other way
acceflible to the Sea-ward, but by
Layes or Banks of Rocks which do
encompafs it; and the Town rcannot
be otherwife approached to, than by
a {mall but very narrow Clafcis, that
is flanked with an half Moon, and
two Baftions, lined with good Stone-
work; and defended with a Ditch

full
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full of Water ; they have eighteen and
four and twenty Pounders mounted e-
very way upon ir, and fix Marine Com-
panies in Garrifon. Monflieur de Blenar
before his death eretted a Magazine of
Powder there, and a Ciftern Bomb-
proof, {0 that the Fort is now in a
Condition to withftand a whole Army.

The Town of St. Peter is pretty large, 76 Tomn
and better peopled than that of Fory Y3tpeter.
Royal ; but to {peak the truth of i,
it’s no more than one Street, a
good quarter of a League inlength, full
of afcents and defCents, and in feveral
Places interrupted with diverfe curious
Rows of Orange "I'rees; to fay nothing
of a River that runs crofs the middie
thereof, that has excellent Water ; this
River comes down from a great Val-
ley, that ftands behind the Town, and
where may be feen a great many
Sugar' Plantations, that are very agree-
able to the Eye: At one end of the
Town ftands the Fefwirs Houle, which
is curioufly Buile; and at the other the
Facobins Church; where alfo thereis a
{mall Convent of Urfilines in ‘the mid-
dle, befides an Hofpital, over which
the Brethren of Charity (as they are
called) have the f{uper-intendency :
| ) - R Molt
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Moft of the Houfes there are built of
Wood, but very well, and the Inha-
bitants are very Civil and Affable.
Framce may be known there by the

neatnels of the People, and Muartimico

can boaft that her Females are as hand-
fome as the Women of Earope: There
had been a Fort at the mouth of the,
River, which the Hurricans entirely
ruined and levelled to the Ground;
they have no more now there, than
two Companies of Foot, and two Bat-
teries at both endsof the Town,confifting
of eight or ten Pieces of Cannon each ;
but they are continually at Work there
to raife new Fortifications. g
The Englifh came thither in 1693,
with fixty Sail of Ships, and made
a defcent above the Town towards the
Preacher’s Point, from whence they
werevigoroufly repulfed by the Inha-
bitants, who killed about fifteen. Hun-
dred of them upon the {pot, with the
difadvantage of no more than twenty
Killed and Woundedon theirown fide;
and Monfieur de Blenac {ignalized him-
{elf very much upon this Occafion: He
Marched in one Night from Forz Royal
with two hundred Men thither, and
o incouraged the Inhabitants, that it
Sl o e , oy
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may be faid, it was almoft to him |

alone that the Succefs of this Expedi-
tion wasowing.

Cul-de fac de s Trinity, that {tands
onthe other {ide of the Ifland, is much
fmaller, and lefs frequented than the
other Portss befides which, there are

“divers {mall Places on the Sea-fide,

where ' Barks and Canoes take in
their Lading; fo that fince the taking
of 'St. Chriftopher’s, whole Inhabitants
withdrew into other Iffands, they rec-

kon Martinico to have three thoufand -

Men bearing Arms, and above fifteen
thoufand Negro-Slaves.

This Ifland, as has been already no-
ted,is very high and {ofull of Mountains,
that the middle part thereof cannot be in-
habited ; butit’ very fruitful in Sugars,

where they are now refined, in Cotton,’

Rozos, Cinnamon, Cocoe, of which they
make Chocolate, in Magniot, and the
Fruits of the Country, which I haye
defcrib’d already.  They have very fine
fort of Wood there, efpecially ‘that
which they call the"Gyuz, of which
the _maké%’ullies, and {uch like things,
for ‘the King’s Mea of War. ;
“Thefe, and feveral other Fruits, which

are tranfported chence into France, grow

L 4 -
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in this Country mighty well ; and Sheep,.
Oxen, and  Horfes, multiply amongit .
them apace; and the Ships that fail

thither, whether fingly, or in company,

to lade Sugar, carry with them Wines,

Corn, Salt-meats, and all {orts of Mer-

chandizes they may have occafion for;
{o that a Man of an_ Eftate can live.

there, as well as in France: But yet the

high Scituation of the Country makes

the Air unwholfome, and there are bug
4 few Ships that go thither, whofe

Crew does not feel the Effefts of it ;-

and we our felves, loft about a dozen

or fiffeen Men, who died as it were

from one Day to another, withoutany

Symptom of being fick. The Inhabi-
tants, befides the Inconveniency of a .

bad Air, are much incommoded with

Ants, Mouflicks, and a kind of an Hand-

worm, which they call Chigues, and
which fix themfelves in the foles of the
Feet, and are fo much the more trou-
blefome and infupportable, in that they

cannot be rooted out from thence, if
 they have once fime given them to

lay their Eggs there : Serpents are allo

very common in this Ifland, and creep
into the very Houfes, of which there

are feveral forts, whofe ftinging is very
| | dangerous;
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dangerous ; but the Negro’s find Sim:
ples there that cure them prefently.

We made ready on the 13th to goZhir De-
and take in Wood at St. Lacia, andfzf;fffr&ar
from thence to return to cruife' on thetinico,
Coaft of Barbadees; but the Seditious
had been ordered away for a Convoy
to a Merchant-Ship, bound for Guadz-
lupay where fhe reccived Monfieur de
Gennes his Commands, to make the-
beft of her way for France.

On the 14th, about Nine in the Mor- 7 s
ning, weanchored in a great Bank of ol
Sand at St. Lucia, where a very good
Port may be made, and convenient-
Habitations fixed. St. Lacia 1s of a
high Scituation, covered with Wood,
and rendred almoft uninhabitable, by.a
vaft Number of Serpents that are to
be found there; but fer all that; there
are two or three Indian Carbets, or Vil
lages, upon the place, and fome Frenchy
meny who fetch Tortoifes from thence.
for Martinico : You will find upon the
Sea-fhoar, a great many Macheveliors,
which is a Tree that does not grow-
very tall, whofe Wood is very fine, and’
its. Leavcs like unto thofe of a Pear-tree ;
it bears {mall Apples, that are of fuch
a Smell and Colour, as do invite Peo-

ple
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ple to eat of them ; but it’s very dan-
gerous to gomply with the Tempta- -

“tion ; for there is no Antidore that can

fecure a Man from a {peedy Death,
that hath once tafted of them: The
very Leaf of it makes an Ulcer upon
the place it toucheth, the Dew that
falls from them takes away the Skin,
and the very Shadow of this T'ree
makes @ Man fwell to that degree,
that it will infallibly kill him without
{peedy help. '

On the rsth, in the Afternoon, we
weigh'd Anchor, and kept pretty near
the Shoar, that we might be able to get”
to the Coaft of St. Vincent, within two
Leagues of which we found our felves
next Morning by break of Day: But
it was three in the Afternoon before we
could draw near, tho’ we had a {fmall
Gale that was favourable enough;. and
this made us fuppofe that the Currents
were againft us; but it blowing at
length, at three of the Clock, a trefh
Gale, we made a little more fail, and
coafted within half a League of the
Ifland, where we faw a very fine Coun-
try, and feemingly well cultivated:
"The fame is inhabited, on the Coaft by
which we pafled, with twelve or fif-

: teen
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teen hundred Negro’s, that fled thither
from the Neighbouring Iflands, and
efpecially. from Barbadoes, from whence
they made their Efcapes, witha favou-
rable Wind, in their Mafters Canoes:
But the other fide is  Peopled with
two or three thoufand Indians, who haye

a great Trade with thofe that dwell

upon the River Orenoguo that ison the

ontinent, whither they pafs%in their
Pirogues, as they do to all the Iflands
fcituate in the Gulph of Mexico; and
that which is very wonderful, is, That
they are never overtaken with bad
Weather,. but that on the contrary, they
are always aware of the Day wherein
an Hurricane happens, a long time be-
fore the fame doth come to pafs. _

St. Vincent is allo high of Scituation,
abounding in Fiuits, Fowl, in- Goats
and Hogs. There is a very fine Port
there to Lee-ward, which the Eyp-
lifp fome Years fince, would have
made themfelves Maflers of ; but the
Indians prevented their making a De-
fcent, with Showers of poi_[bgn
rows, and the Affiftance of the Ne.
gro’s, who took Vengeance on’ them
for all the ill Ufage they had met with
at the hands of that Nation,

On
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On the 17th we doubled that Place

they call the Pomgranates, and next Day

fiw the Hland of Tabago, which the

Marefchal 4 Effre took trom the Dutch

in 1678. after two of the {harpeft Ens
sagements that have been heard of;
But this 1and is now defolate, and
ferves only for a place of Retreat to
Birds. About Noon we fteered towards
Barbadsed, which we difcovered on the
one and twentieth ; and having a fair
Wind on the 25th and 26th, we made
much of our way towards Barbadoes,
. - the 3 1th we diftovered, by brealk
j?,f’;-{;fgh of ‘Day, a fmall Veflel to Leeward,
" and made all the Sail we could to come
upwith her ; and as the faw we were got
near her, and that it was o no purpofG
to flee, the came to, and faid for us:
She was a-Veflel of forty Tuns, that
had ‘been three Moaths failing from
Briftol for'the Barbadoes, and was Jaden
with Beer, Syder, Herrings, Cheele,
Butter, Hats, and feveral forts of other
Goods, bcin%’"t'alued at 20000 Livres.
We pur eight Men on board her, and
{ent her away for Martinico,

jamary,  Next' Day, which was the firft of;

i Fanunry, 16g7. We difcovered alfo ano-
ther Vellel, four Leagues to Windci
war
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ward of us, and swe bote up towards
her till three in the:A” 2rnoon, but could
not come up with h , which made us
give o’er the Chafe;.
~ On the 6th we had a fight of Baz-
badoes. As Monlficur de Gennes, who had
been fick for fiftecn Days, found himfelf
now ficker than ordinary, he thought
fit to return to Martinico, We lefe thie 750y rerun
Sun of Africa behind us, to cruife, which r Mari-
fhe did for five or fix Days, without ™
purchafe ; and we making all the Sail
we could, next Day about four in the
Evening difcovered the Coaft - of
St. Luciz, which we left to Lee-
ward of us ; and on the 3th, about ten
in the Morning, entred the Port they
call Cul-de-Sac Royal: We were come
very near the Fort, and ready to caft
Anchor, when we met with a great
Rock, that took out three of our Ship’s
outer Planks, without doing us any fur-
ther Damage; we quickly brought her
back, and anchored a good Cannon-
fhot from the Shoar; and indeed it’s
dangerous to get nearer, and we had
good luck tocome offfo well.

We difcharged our Prizes, .and fold
the Goods very well, becaufe the Inha-
bitants, who were in daily Expe&tation

of
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of the Arrival ‘of Monfieur 4> Ambli-
mont’s Fleet, war sed Provifions ; and 1t’s
certain they had ‘not twenty Barrels of
Meal lefc in the whole Ifland.  The
Free-booters had contributed very much
to {ubfift them for the firft Years of the
War, by the many Prizes they had ta-
ken on the Coaft of Barbadoes, St. Chri-
ftopher, and the other Iflands belonging
to the Englifh, but now their Merchant-
fhips failed vogether in Fleets ; and there
are alfo fome of them, who to avoid
the Privateers, go to the Coaft of Ta-
bago and le Trinity, and come back

again to recover Barbadoes. ',
On the 24th we made ready to fail
for the Fort of St. Perer, wﬁcre we
anchored on the 25th, and continued
in that place till the fourth of ‘the next
Month, to take in Sugar, Caffis, and
Cocoe, with which Martinico almoft
fupplies all Frame: The Caffia grows
in Husks about half a Foot long, upon
a Tree much like unto our Walnut-
tree. | | "
_ The Cocce grows no where but in
moift Places, and fuch as are but little
expofed to the Sun; the Tree that
produces it is buc fmall, the Fruit 15
long and uneven, like a Cucumber;
j when
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when. it is ripe they gather it, and
-leave it for a time to dry in the Sun;
.i’s_properly nothing elfe but a rind,
- like that of the Pomgranate, that con-
- tains about five and twenty, or thir.
_ty Beans, of which thy make Choco-
late. (i i)

On the 31ft. we fitted out a Bri-
gantine, to {ail to Barbadoes, to ex-
~change the Prifoners they had' made
of the Crew of a fmall Free-booter,
‘that had been taken in fight of Guade-
lupa.

PI have a mind, before we go from
hence, to relate the Adventure of our
Poor:Mango, who gave us continually
fome. diverfion or ether ; this was an
old Monkey we had, belonging once
to the Governour of Gambie; who was
{0 prodigioully ftrong, that he broke his
Chain at leaft once in eight Hours ; and
as foon as he got loofe, he failed not to
make a Ravage : His main Care was
to get hima Dinner, and when he had
fooled any poor Seaman out of his Mefs,
it was very pleafant to fée him ‘gex
up to the top of the Mafts, and to
jump from one Sail unto: another with
~a difh of Rice, or a great Piece  of
Bacon in his Paws. If any one w?s

o
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{o bold as' to go about to take' away
his prey, he threw a Cannon-ball at
‘his Head, or what ever elfe came

in his-way 3 all which ‘was nothing in

comparifon of the Wounds of his
"Feeth, which made fuch an Impreffion,
that the Marks of them fome times
remained for the fpace of two Months
and upwaids. ‘At laft he took upon
him to throw into the Sea the Wheels
of an TvorysClock which Monfieur
de. Gennes had ordered to be made, and
took up two Years time in the do-
ing: But this was no fooner known,
than that the poor Devil was condem-
ned to have his head chopped off, and
therefore he was carryed a Shoar to
have the Sentence Executed upon him ;
but he managed his part fo well, that
after two or three Piftols thot at him,
he broke his Cord and took to his
feet; and all that Day we faw the
poor Animal, as wounded as he was,
run up and down along the Shoar, to
feek out an opportunity to return on
Board ; andif he was much concerned
for lofing of us, we were no lefs to
find our felves deprived of his dear
Company.

From
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From the fourth at Night to theFebruary,
fifth of Febrawy, wemade ready. to *¥7
fail for Guadalupa. As for our Great
Prize which remaned at Fort Royal,
to difpofe of her Wood, and relade
with Sugar, we left twenty Men on
board of her ; but for the other two
Prizes, we fold them, tho’ to no great
advantage, becaufe they were but
gri‘lall, and  the Lading inconfidera-
€s .
At the Preacher’s Point we met an
Englifb Prize, taken by the Merchant-
thip, that entred at the fame time
with us into Cayenne, near St. Chriffo-
phers ; then we Coafted St. Domingo,and
on the f{ixth anchored very near the
Shoar before Guadalupa, even in the
midft of the Town, to the South-wef}
of the Ifland, at the bottom of a very
high Sulphurous Cavity, that calts out
{moke continually, and oftentimes fire,
We got our f'ul{ Cargoe in lefs thap
two Days, and the Inhabitants came
to intreatus with great earneftnefs to
take off their Goods, {o that we could
have Jaden fifteen Ships in fifteen
Days time, |
This Ifland is yery large, and heals
thier than Martinico, being divided ine
M 89
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to two parts by an Arm of the Sea,
called the Sa/t-River, by which Barks
may pafs up when the Tide is in; the
Land is high, but fruitful in Sugar,
Indico, and Cotton: Here alfo they
have Rosou, Caffiz, Cocoe, and very good
Comfits.  Fruits and Fowl are very
common there ; and they have a fore
of Birds about the forementioned ful-
phurous Cavity, which they call Dis-
bolins, which are very large, and as
good as Pullets ; they live upon nothing
elfe but Fifh, which they vomit up to
feed their Young withal, and the In-
habitants fend out their Negro’s to
take them ; but whether it be that they
are not ufed to ir, or rhat the Cold,
or the Air of the faid fulphurous Ca-
vity feizes upon them, they are taken
with fuch a languifhment upon it, that
they cannot furmount without much
Difficulty ; they alfo find feveral boyl-
ing Fountains in this Ifland.

That part of the Ifland which ftands
to the Northward, becaufe of its being
larger than the other, is called Zhe
Great Land, and hath been inhabited a
long time, butat prefent has not above
an hundred Inhabitants. The other,
which is known by the Name of Gua-

dalupa,

T ————— -, .
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dalapa, has two Companics of Foot 1n it,
about a thoufand Inhabitants fit to bear
Arms, and a great Number of Negro-
Slaves: The TFefuits, Facobins, Capa-
ehins and Carmelites, haye their Parifhes
there in diftinGt Places, as well as 1n
Mary-Galand, apd the Iland called

« Suints.

The Town where we caft Anchor,
is the moft confiderable and almoft the
only one of the Ifland, being divided into
two parts by a fmall River, which runs
from behind the fulphurous Cavity
we have already mentioned ; 1t’s large
enough, and the greatelt parc of the
Houles in it are buils of Srone : There
is a Battery of eight pieces of Cannon
ereted in the middle, and the {fame
commands all the Road ; and at the

erdd thereof, upon the Bank of af{wift

Torrent, ftands a little Fort defended
by eight picces of Cannon, and lined
with good Stone-Work. * « ‘o

The Enolib made a Delcent upon
this Place in 1691, burnc the Town,
took away the Bartery that ftood 'in
the middle of it;-and there was mone
but this Fort made good by the Inhae
bitants,  till Monfieur 4”-Uragny, then
General of the Iflands, came with three
att M2 or
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or four Men of War, and fome Mer-
chant Ships, fitted up in hafte to raife

the Siege; when the Englifb re-imbarked

with Precipitation; and left above two

hundred Men in the Woods, to the

Mercy of the French.

Between the tenth at Night, andthe

eleventh, we weighed Anchor, and at

break of Day faw a Brigantine, that -

bore up towards us, when weon our
part did the fame in refpet to her ;
upgn which about Noon we fired
three Pieces of Cannon, which made
hes prefently alter her Courfe ; it is like~
ly 111)16 might be fome fmall Englifk
Privateer, that look’d after fome Prey
on thefe Coafts.

On the x2th and 13th we were ve-
ry much becalmed, and on the z5th

. we dilcovered the Ifland of St. Crofs,
¢ which many of our Crew were con-
" fident,. to be the Ilands called the

* But as they were from Day to Day appre-'

Pirgins; for indeed at. a diftance it
appeared-to be no other than a Num-
ber of litsle Iflands feparated from one
another; Here they have Sugar, Cot-
ton, and Indico, great plenty of Fowl
and Swine. And Cows and Horfes
would . have multiplied here apage:

henfiys
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henfive of the lofs of this Ifland, they

caufed the Inhabitants to withdraw,
to St. Domingo, with all their Effeéts,’

ward of all the Ifles of the Firgins:
It’s very remarkable for many Banks,
and white Towers that do furround the
Portof it : Upon our approach we dif-
covered the Town, and a great For-
trefs of Stone-work that defends the
Entrance of it, without which rode
three large Ships. This Ifland belong-
ed tothe Danes ; the Hamburghers have
an Agent there, and the Produ& of
the Place is Sugar and Indico, but no
very great Quantity of either; and
they would not think it worth their
while to mind it, but that this does
facilitate the Trade they drive in Ne-
gro’s with the Spaniards of Portorico,
that is about fifteen Leagues off.
About Noon we doubled the Ifland
of St. Thomas, and left a great white
Rock on the left, that looked at a di-
fance, like a Hoy under-fail : This
Euripus, as 1 may call it, 1s very come
modious for the Merchant-fhips that

frand in fear of the Corfairs, which they

M3 canncs
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~ and entirely to abandon the Place. e e
On the 16th by break of Day wes:. Tic-
difcovered St. Thomas, that is to Lee- mas.
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cannot many times efCape, when they

fail by St. Chriftophers, Saba, and others’

of the Enemies Iflands,

On the feventeenth, eighteenth, nine-
teenth and twentieth, we had a great
deal of Rain and but little Wind ; and
on the one and twentieth, we paft the
Tropick of Canmcer. From the twenty
third to the twenty eighth we had va-
riable Winds, and very rainy Wea-
ther.

The fecond and third of March we

had great Winds, Rains, and foggy
Weather, and the following Days we
were betalmed : We found our felves
parallel to the Bermaudoes, but an hun-
dred and fifty Leagues diftance from it,
as being a Place which all the Ships
that come from the Iflands, take care
to fhun, fecing they have found by
conftant Experience, they muft meet
with bad Weather there ; for the con-
trary Winds either forces them to
draw near it, or to pafs to-Lee-ward

of it T
On the 6th, 7th, 8th, and oth, we
had a fair Wind and moderate Weather
byt from the time of our leaving
St. Thomas, till we came parallel with
the Azores, we faw Herbs every Day
' floating,

_...__-_-—___ -
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floating upon the Sea, which thofe

who had failed upon the Coalts of Vew
Spain,. told us came from the Channel
of Bahama, from whence they were
carried into the main Ocean by the
rapidity of the Currents, and then
difper[n’a(d over all this Sea, by the
Wefterly Winds that continually blow
upon the Coafts of Virginia and New-
England. ' |

On the 1oth we had both Winds
and Rain, and the Weather was very
cold; we came parallel to the Azores,
and kept atan hundred and fifty Leagues
diftance from the Ifle of Corva.

On the 11th we had very great
Winds, but they blowing of us on-
ward in our way, we were ealily
brought to acquiefce with them.

Very early on the r2th in the Mor-
ning, the Winds blew very hard, the
Heavens were all over-caft, andthe Sea
grew very boifterous and tetrible,
and it was with very great Difficulty
that we could carry low Sails: We
had a-Foot of Water in the Hole,
but we could not ufe our Pumps;
the Waves were as high as  our
Mafls, and came in upon us on all
fides; And in this dangerous pickle

M 4 we
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we continued all the Day: But about

ten at Night the Winds began to al=

lay, and on the thirteenth we re-
joned the Sun of Africa, which the
bad Weather had {eparated from us
the Day before, and whofe Gallery
had been f{wept away by a great
Wave.

On the fixteenth, being eome paral-
lel to Cape Finiffer, we made all the
Sail 'we could to get a fight of it;
and next Day, at five in the Even-

ing, we faw a {mall Veflél two Leagues -

to Windward of us, and which
we believed was bound for the Bank
of New-found-Lard: But on this, and
the two fucceeding Days, we had
Hail, Rain, and very cold Winds.

On the nineteenth we difcovered a
pretty large Ship three Leagues to
Leeward, whom we chafed tor four

Hours, but ¢ould not come up with
her. -

And on the twentieth, by break of -

Day, we found anether within two
Cannon-fhot of us, which made us
put out all our Sails, and give her
chafe, which continued for feven
hours: But as we had but little
Wind, we could oot come up with

her,

-~
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her, and fo we refimed our Courfe
again, < - i .
From the two and twentieth to the
27th, the Weather was very hazy;
and for {ix Days together, we faw
neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars, and had
but very little Wind.

- e o —
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On the 17th we fa;w-.-';‘ii‘hree Ships .

to Windward of us, which we did
not think convenient to look after,
feeing our Provifion was now almoft
fpent, and that it was our Interct to
improve our time well; and this fame
Night, we beheld a Rain-bow crofs
the Heavens, which, without recei-
ving any RefleCtion from the Stars,
that were very much over-caft, had a
very lively red Colour.

The 28th, 2yth, and 3oth, we had
favourable Winds, and fine moderatc
Weather. :
~ But now the firft Day of the Month

of April being come, the Wind chopp’d

about all of a {iodden, and came con-
trary; at what time we accounted our
fclves not above fifty Leagues from
Cape Finifter.:. Next Day the Winds
bare hard upon us, and difabled us to
make the Cape.

But

April,
1697.
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But on the fourth and “fifth they

began toallay, and proved fair enough ;
and next Day, at feven in the Mor-

ning, we difcovered about a League.

from us to Leeward, a pretty large
Ship, which we chafed all Night long,
gained muclf“upon her, and had it

not been fotee Fog that fell for two

Hours, by favour of which {he fail-
ed away, fhe had cerrainly given us
cither Bullets or Bread, which laft we

" now moft wanted, all our Provifions

being fpent, and the Winds ftill con-
trary.

On the eighth we faw Peweis, and
other Sea-birds, who are never fecn
very far from the Shoar 3 = next
Day being . the ninth, we met with a
fort of licgle Sparrows, who paffed over
our Sail-yards -without refting them-
ftlves; and this was an infalki le fign
untous, that we were not far from Land.

On the 12th at break of Day, we
defcry’d two Ships at a League’s di-
{tance from us, but we could not come
up with them, our Ships being too
foul, too ‘full of Herbs and Shell-
work, to think of gaining upon Veflels
newly carcened, as Wwe apprehended

thefe to be.
On

™
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On the 13th we faw feveral Birds
that waited as well as we, for a fa-
vourable Wind to put them a-fhoar;
next Day the Wind was boifterous,
and we had much Rain, Hail and melt-
ing Snow : And we loft Company with
the Sun of Africa in a Tog, who not
obferving the Signal, {failed away,
while we were {etting our Round-tops,
that were difplaced, in order again.

On the 15th the Wind being fome-
what allay’d, and the Weather clear-
ing up, about break of Day we faw
five Ships, three to the Star-board, -
and two to the Lar-board; but we
~ were not in a Condition to go and

look after any them.

By the fixteenth our Provifion was Tre Men
all ipent, and we neceffitated to ufe brough to
the Sugar and Cocce of the Merchants, P et
to make Chocolate for the Ships Crew ;
which 1s a Liquor that is of a very
nourifhing nature, and might ferve
inftead of Victuals; but our Seamen,
who were not accuftomed to it, did
not like it at all, and faid it made their
heads giddy. ' bl
~ On the 17that Sun rifing, we thought
we had the fight of the Tower of Cor-
dovan, but our joy was fhort-lived, and

: this
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~ They did thelike, and we fent cot -
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this Tower was all of a fudden Tranf-
formed into a Ship.

At laft on the 18th, after a traverfe

of fixty feven Days, we founded and
found ~a Bottom, and were come
parallel to Pertuis de MuamuJon, about
¢cwenty Leagues diftance from the
Shoar : On the ninteenth we had but 2
fmall Wind. |

But on the 20th we difcovered Roche-

bonne, which is fifteen Leagues wide
of Pertuis & Antioch; the Sea,tho’ very
even, proved now to be broken and
violent: Abeut Noon we faw four
Ships, and they Steered the fame Courfe
withus. Soon after we difcovered the
Steeple of God’s-Iflans, about five
in the the Evening, the Whale-Tower
in the Iffe of Rhee, and at Night we
came to an Anchor, to wait for the
Tide.

On the 21t we weigh’d, and by
break of Day we found our {elves

within two Cannon-fhot of four Ships,

which we had feen the Day before,whick
made us put out Fresmch Colours :

Cunce on board them, to know what
news from France: They happened. to
be a Dark of the Ifle of Oferon, and

three
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three St. Malo Men, half men of War,
' and half Merchants, who were going
r * to take in Salt in the Ifle of Réhee, and
-~ from thence to fifh on the bank of
‘ ~ Newfound-Land : They gave us fix .
1~ :Baskets of Bread, one Barrel of Ba-
| con, and fome Beer, which a littie
‘ refrefhed our men. The St. Malo
+ men paflfed by Perruis Breton, and we
| by- that of Awmtioch, and fo on till a-
bout Midnight, we caft Anchor be-
forc Rocbelle, where we found the -
Sun of Africa, who was got into that
I Port two Days before us.

FINI1S.




An EXTRACT

of the Frewh King's
Grant, for the Print-
ing of this Book.

Y the King's Grant, made at

Paris the 1sth of October,
1697. and figned Midy 5 the Sieur
de Fer, Geographer to the Dauphin,
is allowed to Print, Sell, and Difpofe
of, by the Hands of what Printer or
Bookfeller he pleafes, a Book. Intitu-
led, A Relation of a Voyage made
on the Coafts of Africa, Brafil, the
Streights of Magellan, and Iflands
of Amer:ca for the [pace of eight
Years: And all Perfons, of what .Q a-
lity or Condition foever they be, are

ﬁnb;dden to Print the [aid fBook
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without the Confent of the faid Sieur
de Fer, upon Pain of [uch Penalty,
Confifeation of the Copies, &c. as
are beld forth in the [aid Grant.

Entred in the Hall-Book of the Com-
pany of Stationers and Printers of Paris,
the 12th of Oétober, 1697.

Signed P. Anbouyn, Syhdic.

Began to be Printed the firft time,
January the gth, 1698,
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